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§ 1-1 § 1-2 

CHAPTER 1 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§1-1 How code designated and cited. 

§ ]-2 Définitions and rules of construction. 

§1-3 Titles of sections. 

§ 1-4 Provisions considered as continuations ofexisting ordinances. 

§ 1-5 Effect ofrepeal of ordinances. 

§ 1-6 Severability of parts of code. 

§ 1-7 General penalty — Continuing violations — Violations as nuisances. 

§ 1-7. 1 Civil penalty for violation of certain building, zoning, public health, drainage and stomi régulations. 

§ 1-7.2 Private right of action for violation of certain building, zoning and public health régulations. 

§ 1-7.3 Administrative procédure for abatement of certain violations of this code. 

§ 1-7.5 Limitation of time for judicial revievv of quasi-judicial décisions. 

§ 1-8 Supervisorial districts described. 

§ 1-9 .ludicial districts — Where court held. 

§1-10 Work-furlough program. 

§ 1-1 1 Obligation of public funds and property. 

Sec. 1-1 . How code designated and cited. ^ 

The ordinances embraced in this and the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be designated "The Code of 
the county of Sonoma, state of Califomia," and may be so cited. It may aiso be cited as the "Sonoma County Code." Without 
following the procédures necessary to amend the provisions of the Sonoma County Code, the clerk of the board of supervi- 
sors, with the advice and consent of county counsel, may periodically correct clérical errors and renumber or reletter the sec- 
tions of this code so long as no substantive changes are made. (Ord. No. 4933 § 1, 1996.) 

Sec. 1-2. Définitions and rules of construction. 

In the construction of this code and of ail ordinances of the county, the following rules shall be observed uniess such con- 
struction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the board of supervisors or the context clearly requires otherwise: 

Board of Supervisors. Whenever the words "board of supervisors" are used, they shall be construed to mean the board of 
supervisors of Sonoma County, Califomia. 

Code. The words "the code" or "this code" shall mean "The Code of the county of Sonoma, state of Califomia." 

Computation of Time." The time in which any act provided by law is to be donc is computed by excluding the first day 
and including the last day uniess the last is a holiday and then it is aIso excluded. 

County. The words "the county" or "this county" shall mean the county of Sonoma, in the state of Califomia. 

Day.^ A "day" is a period of time between any midnight and the midnight following. 

Daytime, Nighttime.'^ "Daytime" is the period of time between sunrise and sunset. "Nighttime" is the period of time be- 
tween sunset and sunrise. 

Gender.^ The masculine gender includes the féminine and neuter. 

"Highways" or "roads" shall include the whole of ail public ways, roads, alleys, courts and streets and sidewalks between 
the property lines forming the exterior latéral boundaries thereof, and those parts of public squares and places which form 
traveled parts of highways or roads. 



'For state law authorizing county to codify its ordinances, see Gov. C. §§25 126 to 25 1 30. As to authority of counties to enforce régulations not in 
conllict with the gênerai law, see Const., Art. XI § 1 1 . 
^For similar state law, See Gov C. §6800. 
^For similar state law, see Gov. C. §6806. 
''For similar state law, see Gov. C. §6807. 
^For similar state law, see Gov. C. § 12. 
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In the County. The words "in the county" shall mean and include ail territory over which the county now has or shall 
hereafter acquire jurisdiction for the exercise of its police powers or other regulatory powers. 

Joint Authority.^ Ail words giving a joint authority to three or more persons or officers shall be construed as giving such 
authority to a majority of such persons or officers. 

Month7 The word "month" shall mean a calendar month. 

Number.^ The singular number includes the plural, and the plural, the singular. 

Oath.^ "Oath" includes affirmation. 

Officers, Departments, etc. Officers, departments, boards, commissions and employées referred to shall mean officers, 
departments, boards, commissions and employées of the county of Sonoma, uniess the context clearly indicates otherwise. 

Officiai Time. Whenever certain hours are named herein they shall mean Pacific Standard Time or Daylight Saving Time 
as may be current use in the county. 

Owner. The word "owner," applied to a building or land, shall include any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common, 
tenant in partnership, joint tenant or tenant by the entirety of the whole or a part of such building or land. 

Person. '° "Person" includes any person, firm, association, organization, partnership, joint venture, business trust, corpora- 
tion or Company. 

"Personal Property"" includes every species of property, except real property, as herein defined. 

Preceding, Following. The words "preceding" and "following" mean next before and next after, respectively. 

"Process'"" includes a writ or summons issued in the course of judicial proceedings of either a civil or criminal nature. 

Property.'^ The word "property" shall include real and personal property. 

"Real Property''*" shall include lands, tenements and hereditaments. 

Shall, May. '^ "Shall" is mandatory and "may" is permissive, however, use of the word "shall" in this code is not intended 
to, nor shall it be deemed to, create a mandatory duty imposed by an enactment within the meaning of the Government Code 
Section 815.6. 

Signature or Subscription by Mark. '^ "Signature" or "subscription" includes a mark when the signer or subscriber cannot 
Write, such signer's or subscriber's name being written near the mark by a witness who writes his own name near the 
signer's or subscriber's name; but a signature or subscription by mark can be acknowledged or can serve as a signature or 
subscription took a sworn statement only when two witnesses so sign their own names thereto. 

State. The words "the state" or "this state" shall be construed to mean the state of Califomia. 

Tenant or Occupant. The words "tenanf or "occupant," applied to a building or land, shall include any person holding a 
written or an oral lease of or who occupies the whole or a part of such building or land, either alone or with others. 

Tenses.'^ The présent tense includes the past and future tenses, and the future includes the présent. 

Week.'^ A week consists of seven consécutive days. 

Writing.''' Writing includes any form of recorded message capable of compréhension by ordinary visual means. When- 
ever any notice, i^eport, statement or record is required or authorized by this code, it shall be made in writing in the English 
language uniess it is expressly provided otherwise. 

Year.^'^ The word "year" shall mean a calendar year, except where otherwise provided. (Ord. No. 3432, §1.) 



''SeeC.C. §12. 

'For similar state law, see Gov. C. §6804. 
^For similar state law, see Gov. C. § 13. 
For similar state law, see Gov. C. §15. 
'"For similar state law, see Gov. C. §17; C.C.P. §17. 
"See ce. §§14,663. 
'"For similar state law, see Gov. C. §22. 
"See ce. §14; C.C.P. §17. 
'"See ce. §§14, 658. 
'^For similar state law, see Gov. C § 14. 
"'For similar state law, see Gov. C. §16. 
'^For similar state law, see Gov. C. §11. 
'"For similar state law, see Gov. C. §6805. 
'"For similar state law, see Gov. C §8. 
^"For state law définition of year, see Gov C. §6803. 
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Sec. 1-3. Titles of sections. 

The titles of the several sections of this code are intended as mère catchwords to indicate the contents of the section and 
shall not be deemed to be titles of such section, nor as any part of the section, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be 
so deemed when any of such sections, including the titles, are amended or re-enacted. 

Sec. 1-4. Provisions considered as continuations of existing ordinances. 

The provisions appearing in this code, so far as they are in substance as those of ordinances existing at the time of the 
effective date of this code, shall be considered as continuations thereof and not as new enactments. 

Sec. 1 -5. Effect of repeal of ordinances. 

The repeal of an ordinance shall not revive any ordinances in force before or at the time the ordinance repealed took ef- 
fect. 

The repeal of an ordinance shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the repeal took effect, nor any suit, 
prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal, for any offense committed under the ordinance repealed. 

Sec. 1-6. Severability of parts of code. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the board of supervisors that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and 
phrases of this code are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this code shall be declared 
unconstitutional or invalid by the valid judgment or decree of a court of compétent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or 
invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this code. 

Sec. 1-7. General penalty — Continuing violations — Violations as nuisances.^^ 

(a) Whenever in this code or in any other ordinance of the county or in any rule or régulation promulgated pursuant 
thereto, any act is prohibited or made or declared to be unlawful or an offense, or the doing of any act is required or the fail- 
ure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or a riiisdemeanor, where no spécifie penalty is provided, the violation of any 
such provision of this code or any other ordinance, rule or régulation of the county shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for a term not exceeding six (6) months, or by both such fine and imprison- 
ment. 

Every day any violation of this code or any other ordinance, rule or régulation of the county shall continue shall, unless 
otherwise provided, constitute a separate and distinct offense. 

(b) A continuing violation of this code, or of any Ucense, permit or approval or of any condition of a license, permit or 
approval issued under the authority of this code, is a public nuisance. 

The board of supervisors may order the abatement of any public nuisance, as defined in this section or any state statute 
following notice and hearing. The board of supervisors may direct that hearing be conducted before another board, commis- 
sion or officer of the county. Costs incurred by the county in abating such nuisances shall be spécial assessments against the 
parcels of property where the nuisances are located. Costs shall include, but are not limited to any administrative overhead, 
salaries and expenses incurred by the following departments: health services, permit and resource management, county 
council, district attomey, transportation and public works, and emergency services. The foregoing provisions are alternative 
and supplemental to other procédures provided by law for the abatement of nuisances. 

In any action, administrative proceeding, or spécial proceeding to abate a nuisance, the county may elect, at the initiation 
of that individual action or proceeding, to seek recovery of its own attomeys' fées. In an action or proceeding in which the 
county has so elected to seek recovery of its own attomeys' fées, an award of attomeys' fées may be made to the prevailing 



^' For State law establishing a penalty or a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1 ,000.00) or six (6) months imprisonment or both for commission 
of a misdemeanor, seePen. C. §19. Astorecoveryof costs of abatement of nuisances, seeGov. C. §25845. Astoduties of district attomey regarding 
nuisances, see Gov. C. §26528. 
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party, provided that the award of attomeys' fées to the prevailing party shall not exceed the amount of reasonable attomeys' 
fées incurred by the county in the same action or proceeding. 

(c) Any officer or employée of the Sonoma County department of heaith services or the pennit and resource manage- 
ment department who is a duly registered environmental heaith specialist under state law may cite a person without a warrant 
whenever he has reasonable cause to believe that the person to be issued the citation has committed a misdemeanor in his 
présence, which misdemeanor is a violation of any statute or ordinance relating to the public heaith which such registered 
environmental heaith specialist has a duty to enforce, except that, where the violation constitutes grounds for revoking a 
valid permit or approval issued by the county department of heaith services or the permit and resource management depart- 
ment, no citation may be issued while such permit remains in force. 

(d) It shall be unlawful, prohibited, and a violation of this chapter to violate any term or condition of any license, permit 
or approval granted or issued pursuant to this code. Any person, whether as principal, agent, employée or otherwise, violat- 
ing any such term or condition shall be subject to the sanctions provided in subsection (a) of this section. (Ord. No. 5097, 
1998: Ord. No. 3726, 1987; Ord. No. 3417, 1985.) 

Sec. 1-7.1. Civil penalty for violation of certain building, zoning, public heaith, drainage and storm 
water régulations. 

(a) Charge — Code Violations. In addition to any other fee or penalty imposed by this code or by law, any person who 
violâtes Sections 7-5, 7-13, 7-17, 11-2, 11-29, 11-30, 11-31, 22-2(a),22-2(c),22-2(e), 22-3, 22-6, 22-8, 22-18(k), 22-18(1), 
22-18(n), 24-33, 25-13, or 26-92-200, 26A-15 or 26C-338.1 of this code shall: 

( 1 ) If the violation arises from an unlawful commercial, rental or similar use or structure on the property, the viola- 
tor(s) shall pay one of the following sums, as determined by the enforcing officer, to the county: 

(i) The fair market rental value of the land or structure in violation for the period of time elapsed from the date 
of mailing of the notice of violation through to its abatement by whatever means; or 

(ii) No less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per day and no more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day 
for the first violation; no more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) per day for a second violation of the same ordinance 
within one (1) year; and no more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per day for each additional violation of the same ordi- 
nance within one (1) year for each day that the violation exists after the date of mailing of the notice of violation through to 
its abatement by whatever means; or 

(iii) In the event that the use or structure in violation may be permitted with an appropriate permit, a minimum of 
three (3) times and up to a maximum of ten (10) times the amount of the standard fee for every required approval, review 
and permit. 

(2) If the violation arises from an unlawful owner-occupied residential use or structure on the property, the viola- 
tor(s) shall pay one of the following sums, as determined by the enforcing officer, to the county: 

(i) The fair market rental value of the land or structure in violation for the period of time elapsed from the date 
of mailing of the notice of violation through to its abatement by whatever means; or 

(ii) No less than lîfteen dollars ($1 5 .00) per day and no more than one hundred dollars ($ 1 00.00) per day for the 
first violation; no more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) per day for a second violation of the same ordinance within one 
( 1 ) year; and no more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per day for each additional violation of the same ordinance within 
(1) one year for each day that the violation exists after the date of mailing of the notice of violation through to its abatement 
by whatever means; or 

(iii) In the event that the use or structure in violation may be permitted with an appropriate permit, a minimum of 
three (3) times and up to a maximum of fïve (5) times the amount of the standard fee for every required approval, review and 
permit. 

(3) For any other violation, including but not limited to an unlawful noncommercial junkyard, an unlawful non- 
commercial truck terminal, an unlawful nonoperative vehicle storage yard, an unlawful accessory structure, an unlawful ex- 
cess number of animais, or the unlawful storage, disposai or transportation of solid waste, the violator(s) shall pay one of the 
following sums, as determined by the enforcing officer, to the county: 

(i) No less than five dollars ($5.00) per day and no more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) per day, for the 
first violation; no more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) per day for a second violation of the same ordinance within one 
(1 ) year; and no more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per day for each additional violation of the same ordinance within 
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one (1) year for each day that the violation exists after the date of mailing of the notice of violation tlirough to its abatement 
by whatever means; 

(ii) In the event that the use or structure in violation may be permitted with an appropriate permit, a minimum of 
three (3) times and up to a maximum of five (5) times the amount of the standard fee for every required approval, review and 
permit. 

(4) The enforcing officer shall hâve the sole and exclusive discrétion to set the amount of civil penalties within the 
ranges set forth in this section. The enforcing officer, however, shall not impose a penalty greater than the minimum amount 
in a range of civil penalties set forth in this section unless the enforcing officer's department lias adopted a written policy 
setting forth how civil penalties within the ranges are determined. 

(b) Charge — Code Violations For Sewer Operational Permits. Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, if the viola- 
tion of Section 24-33 of this code is solely for nonpayment of the fee provided for in Section 24-33(b), then any person in 
such violation of that section shall pay tq the county a sum as follows: 

(1) An amount equal to twenty-five percent (25%) of the fee for such permit if such violation has existed for less 
than sixty (60) day s; or 

(2) An amount equal to fifty percent (50%) of the fee for such permit if such violation has existed for sixty (60) days 
or more but less than one hundred eighty (180) days; or 

(3) An amount equal to the penalty which would be calculated under subsection (a) of this section if such violation 
has existed for one hundred eighty (180) days or more. 

(c) Enforcing Officer. For the purposes of this section, enforcing officer means: 

(1) With respect to violations of Sections 7-5, 7-13 or 7-17 of this code which primarily concern structures, fill or 
grading, the director of the permit and resource management department or his or her désignée shall be the "enforcing offi- 
cer;" 

(2) With respect to violations of Sections 7-5, 7-13, 7-17 or 24-33 of this code which primarily concern private sew- 
age disposai Systems, the director of permit and resource management department or his or her désignée shall be the "enforc- 
ing officer;" 

(3) With respect to violations of Sections 11-2, 11-29, 11-30 or 11-31 of this code, the director of the permit and 
resources management department or his or her désignée shall be the "enforcing officer;" 

(4) With respect to violations of Sections 22-2(a), 22-2(c), 22-2(e), 22-3, 22-6, 22-8, 22-1 8(k), 22-18(1) and 22-1 8(n) 
of this code, which primarily concern improper storage, disposai, littering and transportation of solid waste, the director of 
the health services department or his or her designée shall be the "enforcing officer;" 

(5) With respect to violations of Section 22-2(g) of this code which primarily concems design review of trash enclo- 
sures, the director of the permit and resource management department or his or her désignée shall be the "enforcing officer;" 

(6) With respect to violations of Section 26-92-200 of this code, the director of permit and resource management de- 
partment or his or her désignée shall be the "enforcing officer." 

(d) Détermination of Penalties. The détermination of charges imposed under this section shall, in the first instance, be 
performed by the enforcing officer, or his or her désignée. Such détermination shall take into account the facts and circum- 
stances of the violation including, but not limited to, whether or not the violation poses a threat to hmiian health, safety or to 
the environment; the seriousness or gravity of the violation; the length of time the violation has existed; the culpability of the 
person in violation or the willfulness of the violation; the sophistication of the persons creating or causing the violafion; the 
extent of the violation and its effect on adjoining properties; attempts, if any, to comply with the applicable ordinances; and 
any other information which might be relevant to the détermination of charges to be imposed by this section. At the discré- 
tion of the enforcing officer, or his or her désignée, or upon the appeal of the property owner, the détermination may be re- 
ferred to a hearing officer or hearing board of the county, duly appointed to hear such matters. The détermination of the hear- 
ing officer or hearing board as to the amount of charges properly imposed under this section shall be final, subject only to 
judicial review. The enforcing officer shall establish written procédures for the appeal of cases under his or her jurisdiction. 

(e) Exclusions. 

(1) The charges imposed by this section shall not apply if the property owner establishes that, at the time he or she 
acquired the property, (i) a violation of this code existed on the property, (ii) the property owner did not hâve actual or con- 
structive notice of the existence of that violation, and (iii) within thirty (30) days after the mailing of notice of the existence 
of that violation, the property owner initiâtes and pursues, with due diligence, good faith efforts, as determined solely by the 
enforcing officer, to meet the requirements of this code. A property owner has constructive nofice of the existence of a viola- 
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tion if the property owner has actual notice of circumstances sufficient to put a prudent person upon inquiry as to a particular 
fact and if by prosecuting such inquiry, the person might hâve learned that a violation existed on the property. 

(2) The charges imposed by this section shail not apply if the property owner establishes that (i) within thirty (30) 
days after the date of mailing of notice of the existence of the violation, the property owner removed from the property the 
use or structure which constituted that violation, and (ii) the property owner had not previously been mailed a notice of a 
violation of the same code section, regardless of the parcel on which such violation occurred. 

(3) The charges imposed by this section shall not apply if the owner of a résidentiel property establishes that at the 
time he or she acquired any ownership interest in the property: (i) a violation of this code existed on the property; (ii) the 
violation was not on record at the permit and resource management department; and (iii) within one year of the effective date 
of the ordinance codified in this section (for owners who had acquired any ownership interest in the property before the ef- 
fective date of the ordinance codified in this section); within six months of the effective date of the ordinance codified in this 
section (for ail other owners); or within six months of acquiring any ownership interest in the property, whichever is later, 
the owner initiated and pursued with due diligence and good faith effort, as determined solely by the enforcing officer, to 
meet the requirements of this code. (Ord. No. 5688 § 1, 2006; Ord. No. 5679 § 1, 2006; Ord. No. 5468 § 1, 2004: Ord. No. 
4906 § 2, 1995; Ord. No. 4844, 1994: Ord. No. 4781 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4618 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 1-7.2. Private right of action for violation of certain building, zoning and public heaith 
régulations. 

Any person damaged by any violation of Sections 7-5, 7-13, 7-17, 24-33 or 26-210.1 of this code may institute a civil 
proceeding for injunctive relief against such violation, for money damages, and for whatever other or additional relief the 
court deems appropriate. In any action brought pursuant to this section, the prevailing party shall be entitled to reasonable 
attomeys' fées and costs pursuant to order of the court. The remédies available under this section shall be in addition to, and 
shall not in any way restrict, any other rights or remédies available under law. (Ord. No. 14618 § 5, 1993.) 

Sec. 1-7.3. Administrative procédure for abatement of certain violations of this code. 

(a) Violation Notices and Notice and Orders. Upon receipt of information from county staff that there exists a continuing 
violation of Chapter 7, 1 1, 13, Article 3 of 15, 22-2(a), 22-2(c), 22-2(e), 22-2(g), 22-3, 22-6, 22-8, 22-18(k), 22-18(1), 22- 
1 8(n), 24, 26, 26C or 34 of this code, the enforcing officer or his or her désignée may order that the violation cease. Notice 
and orders shall be in writing and include a description of the real estate sufficient for identification, include a statement of 
the violation or violations and the reason the notice was issued, a reasonable time to bring the property into compliance, ap- 
peal rights, the potentiel to impose penalties and record an abatement notice for failure to comply. Code enforcement may, 
but is not required to, initiate enforcement through a notice of violation prior to issuing a notice and order. Violation notices 
shall be sent via fïrst-class mail and notice and orders shall be sent certifîed mail addressed to the last known property owner 
as listed on the latest officiai equalized tax roll and may be served on the holder of any mortgage or deed of trust or other lien 
or encumbrance of record. A copy of the notice and order shall be posted in a conspicuous location on the subject property. 

(b) Appeals. Any notice, order, décision or détermination made by any administrative officiai of the county of Sonoma in 
coimection with or related may be appealed by any person affected by the détermination to a hearing officer appointed by the 
county pursuant to Sections 2-33.1 tlirough 2-33.5 of this code. Any such appeal must be made in writing and submitted to 
the enforcing officer within twelve (12) calendar days from the date of the administrative action. 

Except for orders to vacate structures or threats to life, safety or to the environment as determined by the enforcing offi- 
cer, enforcement may be stayed during the pendency of any appeal that is timely filed. Failure of any person to file an appeal 
shall constitute a waiver of the right to an appeal hearing and adjudication of the violations raised in the notice, or any por- 
tion thereof Appeals may be withdrawn at any time prior to the commencement of the appeal hearing, except that the with- 
drawn appeal hearing may be converted to an abatement hearing pursuant to subsection (d) below, and heard on the same 
date and time as scheduled for the appeal hearing. 

(c) Notice to Vacate. If the enforcing officer orders a structure or property to be vacated, each structure or property shall 
be posted reciting the emergency and specifying the conditions which necessitate the posting. No person shall remain in or 
enter any building or portion thereof which has been posted, except that entry may be made to repair, demolish or remove 
such building under permit. No person shall remove or deface such notice after it is posted until the required repairs, démoli- 
tion or removal hâve been completed and a certificate of occupancy has been issued. 
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(d) Abatement Hearings— Failure to Appeal. If the violation continues after issuance of a notice of violation or notice 
and order and an appeal is not timely filed, the enforcing officef shall file in the office of the county recorder a notice of 
abatement proceedings describing the property and certifying that nature of the violation and that the owner has been so noti- 
fied of the violation. The enforcing officer or his or her désignée may set the matter for an abatement hearing before a hear- 
ing officer appointed by the county pursuant to Sections 2-33.1 tluough 2-33.5 of this code. If the matter is set for hearing, a 
notice of hearing shall be posted on the property upon which the violation exists and shall be mailed to the persons known to 
be in possession of the property and to the persons shown on the latest equalized county tax roll to be the owners of the 
property. The notice shall be posted and mailed at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing. 

(e) Notice of Hearing. The nofice of appeal hearing or abatement hearing shall contain: 

( 1 ) The Street address and/or a description of the property sufficient to identify the property upon which the violation 
exists; 

(2) The name(s) of the owner(s) or occupant(s) of the property as indicated on the latest equalized Sonoma County 
tax roll; 

(3) A statement that the property described has been found to be in violation of this code and a brief description of 
the conditions existing which constitute the violation(s); 

(4) The date, time and location of the hearing; 

(5) A statement that if a violation is found to exist that the costs incurred by the county in abating the nuisance shall 
be spécial assessment against the property and that a lien will be placed upon the property for the costs of abatement; 

(6) A statement that costs shall include, but are not limited to, any administrative overhead, salaries and expenses 
incurred by the following departments: permit and resource management, public health, public works, emergency services, 
county counsel and the district attomey; 

(7) A statement that in order for an oral or written évidence or any claim, défense or privilège to be considered it 
must be presented to the hearing officer at or before the time of the hearing and that failure to do so will constitute a waiver 
and may prevent such évidence or claim, défense or privilège from being considered in any later proceeding; 

(8) A copy of the procédural rules governing such hearings. 

(9) Nofice of the hearings on the violation shall also be given in accordance with Section 26-92-050. 

(f) Conduct of Hearings. At the time and place set forth for the appeal hearing or abatement hearing, the hearing officer 
shall swear witnesses, hear testimony and receive written or documentary évidence relating to the alleged violafion. The 
hearing officer shall cause the hearing to be recorded and shall préserve ail written argument and ail photographs and other 
documentary évidence introduced at the time of the hearing. Additional procédural rules for the conduct of the administrative 
hearing may be adopted by resolufion of the board of supervisors. 

(g) Hearing Officer Décision. 

( 1 ) Within forty-five (45) days after the appeal hearing or abatement hearing is closed, the hearing officer shall ren- 
der his or her décision relating to the existence or nonexistence of the alleged violation. The décision shall contain: 

(i) Findings of fact and conclusions of law; 

(ii) If a violafion is found to exist, an order that the violation be abated within a certain time; 

(iii) If violation is found to exist or to hâve existed at the time the matter was set for hearing, a statement of the 
costs incurred by the county in abating the violation and a demand that those costs be paid to the county within twelve (12) 
days; 

(iv) If the violation is found to exist or to hâve existed at the time the matter was set for hearing, and assessment 
of penalties in accordance with Section 1-7.1 and a demand that those penalties be paid to the county within twelve (12) 
days; 

(v) A statement that the décision is a final décision, subject to judicial review in accordance with Code of Civil 
Procédure Secfion 1094.6. 

(2) A copy of the hearing officer' s décision shall be mailed, by certified mail, to the owner of the parcel which is 
subject to the hearing, and to the occupant of such parcel. A copy of the décision shall also be posted on the bulletin board 
outside the planning commission chambers and shall remain posted for a period of twelve (12) days. 

(h) Costs. If a final décision of the hearing officer finds that a violation exists, by upholding the nofice and order on ap- 
peal or on décision after an abatement hearing, the owner of the property shall be responsible for paying the county 's admin- 
istrative abatement costs, including, but not limited to, those cost items set forth in the nofice required by subsection (c) of 
this secfion, as well as any penalfies assessed pursuant to Secfion 1-7.1. 
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(I) Abatement Liens. If the owner of the property is responsible for any costs pursuant to this chapter, such costs of 
abatement shall become a lien against the property as is authorized by the Government Code and this section. A notice of 
abatement lien shall be filed which states the identity of the record owner or possessor of the property, the date upon which 
abatement of the nuisance was ordered by the hearing officer, a description of the real property subject to the lien, the 
amount of the abatement costs incurred to date and, if applicable, the date upon which the abatement was complète. If the 
abatement lias not yet been completed, the notice shall so state and shall also indicate that the lien is a partial lien and that 
additional abatement costs will be incurred in the future. It is the intent of the board of supervisors that abatement costs in- 
curred after the filing of the notice of abatement lien relate back to the date upon which the lien was recorded for piirposes of 
priority; however, in order to préserve its rights, after ail abatement costs hâve been incurred and the abatement is complète, 
the enforcing officer, or his or her désignée, shall cause a supplemental notice of abatement lien to be recorded. The supple- 
mental notice shall contain ail of the information required for the original notice and shall also refer to the recordation date 
and recorders document number of the original notice. 

(j) Recording of Hearing Officer' s Décision. The enforcing officer or his or her désignée, may, in his or her discrétion, 
cause a copy of the hearing officer' s décision to be recorded in the office of the Sonoma County recorder. In the event of 
such recordafion and in the further event that the violation is corrected, a nofice of such correcfion shall be recorded. The 
enforcing officer or his or her désignée is authorized to prépare and record a notice of correction. Correction of the violation 
shall not excuse the property owner' s liability for costs incurred during the administrative abatement process. 

(k) Enforcement of Order — Civil Action. If the property owner does not comply with an order of the hearing officer, the 
enforcing officer or his or her désignée shall be authorized to request that county counsel seek judicial enforcement of the 
administrative order. Unless counsel indicates otherwise, at the time of making such request, the enforcing officer shall pro- 
vide county counsel with a copy of a written transcript of the entire administrative proceedings, the final décision and ail 
documentary évidence introduced in the course of the proceedings. Such copies shall be provided in a format suitable for 
lodging with the Superior Court. Additionally, where the board of supervisors has évidence that a violation of Chapters 7, 1 1, 
13, Article 3 of 15, 22-2(a), 22-2(c), 22-2(e), 22-2(g), 22-3, 22-6, 22-8, 22-18(k), 22-18(1), 22-18(n), 24 and/or 26 poses a 
significant health or safety hazard to the owners or occupants of adj oining properties or to the surrounding community, or for 
other good cause shown, the board of supervisors may, in its discrétion, commence a judicial action to enjoin such violafion 
without the necessity of first goingthrough the administrative procédures set forth in this section. (Ord. No. 5750 § 1, 2007: 
Ord. No. 5679 § 1, 2006; Ord. No. 5373 § 1, 2002: Ord. No. 4909 § 2, 1995.) 

Sec. 1-7.5. Limitation of time for judicial review of quasi-judicial décisions. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided herein, the provisions of Califomia Code of Civil Procédure Secfion 1094.6 or succes- 
sor statute are hereby adopted and any petifion for review of an administrative décision of the county of Sonoma, or of any of 
its boards, commissions, departments, agencies, or persons authorized to render such a décision, shall be filed within the time 
limits prescribed therein. Notwithstanding such time limits, where a shorter time limitation is provided by any other law, 
such shorter time limit shall apply. 

(b) The limitation provided in subsection (a) shall apply to any final administrative order or décision made as the resuit 
of a proceeding in which by law a hearing is required to be given, évidence is required to be taken and discrétion in the dé- 
termination of facts is vested in the board, commission, officer or tribunal conducting the hearing. 

(c) The limitation provided in subsection (a) shall apply to ail quasi-judicial proceedings now pending or hereafter be- 
gun. Written notice of the time fimitation of Section 1 094.6 shall be given to the parties by the decisionmaker in substantially 
the following form: 

"The time within which judicial review of this décision must be sought is govemed by Califomia Code of Civil Procédure 
Section 1 094.6. Judicial review must be sought not later than the 90th day following the date on which this décision becomes 
final, except that where a shorter time limit is provided by any state or fédéral law, such shorter time limit shall apply." 

(d) The limitation provided in paragraph (a) shall be construed to require that pefifions filed pursuant to C.C.P. Section 
1094.5 for review of administrative décisions rendered prior to the effective date of this ordinance must be filed within 
ninety (90) days from the date upon which notice of the time limits provided in this ordinance is mailed or personally deliv- 
ered to ail parties to such administrative décision, unless a shorter time limit applies. Notice under this subsection shall be in 
substantially the following form: 

"By ordinance, the fime limits set forth in Califomia Code of Civil Procédure Section 1094.6 hâve been made applicable 
to the décision rendered by (decisionmaker) on (date) conceming (title or description of administrative action). Judicial re- 
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view must be sought not later than the 90th day following the date of this notice, except that where a shorter time limit is 
prescribed by any other law, such shorter time limit shail apply." 

(e) This ordinance is not intended to revive, nor shall it be deemed to revive, any cause of action or grounds for relief 
tlirough a spécial proceeding which is barred by law or equity. 

(f) Ail costs of preparing a record which may be recovered by a local agency pursuant to Code of Civil Procédure Sec- 
tion 1094.6(c) or successor statute, shall be paid by the petitioner prior to delivery of the record to petitioner. 

Sec. 1-8. Supervisorial districts described. 

The boundaries of the Supervisorial Districts One, Two, Three, Four, and Five of the county shall be as set forth below. 
Maps geographically depicting the supervisorial district boundaries shall be kept on file with the County Clerk in the office 
of the Registrar of Voters. 

Supervisorial District No. 1. 

Beginning at the intersection of the north shoreline of San Pablo Bay and the centerline of the mouth of Tolay Creek, said 
point also being a point on the existing boundary line between the Ist and 2nd Supervisorial Districts, thence northerly along 
the centerline of said creek and said existing supervisorial boundary line to the centerline of State Highway 1 16, thence east- 
erly along the centerline of said highway to its intersection with the Sonoma Valley School District boundary, thence leaving 
said supervisorial boundary and along said boundary in a generally northerly direction to the existing boundary between the 
Ist and 2nd Supervisorial Districts, thence generally northwesterly along said existing supervisorial boundary to its intersec- 
tion with the Petaluma City School District boundary, thence in a westerly and southerly direction and generally southwest- 
erly along said school boundary to the southeast corner of the Lands of Drew (APN 047-241-003) as described in Document 
# 88-096381, Sonoma County Records, thence northwesterly along the westerly boundary of Drew to the centerline of 
Lichau Creek, thence westerly along said centerline to its intersection with the centerline of East Railroad Avenue, thence 
west along said centerline to the centerline of Petaluma Hill Road, thence north along the centerline of Petaluma Hill Road to 
the centerline of Warrington Road, thence northerly, easterly and northerly along the centerline of Warrington Road, to its 
intersection with the boundary of the Bennett Valley Elementary School district, thence westerly, northerly and northwest- 
erly along said district boundary to its intersection with Bennett Valley Road, thence westerly along the centerline of Bennett 
Valley Road to the intersection of Farmers Lane, thence Northerly along the centerline of Farmers Lane to the centerline of 
Sonoma Highway, thence easterly along the centerline of Sonoma Highway to the intersection with Brush Creek Road, 
thence northwesterly along the centerline of Brush Creek Road to the intersection with Los Olivos Road, thence continuing 
northwesterly and northerly along the centerline of Los Olivos Road to the intersection with Montecito Avenue, thence 
northwesterly along the centerline of said avenue to the southerly extension of the west hne of A.P.N. 182-030-039 being the 
lands of Heimbucher-Trivest Properties, thence northerly along said extension and west line to the south line of Section 6, 
T7N, R7W, thence west along said south line to the southwest corner of said section, thence north along the west line of said 
section to the Rincon Valley Union School District boundary, thence north, west and north to the southwest corner of A.P.N. 
029-1 1 0-052, Lands of Shinabargar, et al, thence generally northerly along the west line of said lands to its intersection with 
Riebli Road, thence westerly, northerly and westerly along the centerline of said road to the intersection of Mark West 
Springs Road, thence northerly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with Porter Creek Road, thence easterly 
along the centerline of Porter Creek Road to its intersection with Franz Valley Road, thence northeasterly along the center- 
line of said road to its intersection with Franz Valley School Road, thence Easterly along the centerline of said road to its 
intersection with the Sonoma-Napa County line, thence southerly along said line and the north shore of San Pablo Bay to the 
point of beginning. 

Ail hereinabove referred to "existing Supervisorial District boundary lines" are boundaries as they existed in July, 2001 . 

Ail records hereinabove referred to are Sonoma County Records. 
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Supervisorial District No. 2. 

Beginning at the intersection of the north shoreline of San Pablo Bay and the centerline of the mouth of Tolay Creek, said 
point also being a point on the existing boundary iine between the 1 st and 2nd Supervisorial Districts, thence northerly along 
the centerline of said creek and said existing supervisorial boundary Iine to the centerline of State Highway 1 16, thence 
easterly along the centerline of said highway to its intersection with the Sonoma Valley School District boundary, thence 
leaving said supervisorial boundary and along said boundary in a generally northerly direction to the existing boundary 
between the 1 st and 2nd Supervisorial Districts, thence generally northwesterly along said existing supervisorial boundary to 
its intersection with the Petaluma City School District boundary, thence in a westerly zmd southerly direction and generally 
southwesterly along said school boundary to the southeast corner of the Lands of Drew (APN 047-24 1 -003) as described in 
Document # 88-09638 1, Sonoma County Records, thence northwesterly along the westerly boundary of Drew to the 
centerline of Lichau Creek, thence westerly along said centerline to its intersection with the centerline of East Railroad 
Avenue, thence west along said centerline to the centerline of Petaluma Hill Road, thence north along the centerline of 
Petaluma Hill Road to its intersection with East Cotati Avenue, thence west and southwesterly along the centerline of said 
avenue to its intersection with the most easterly boundary of the Cotati City limits, thence northerly and generally westerly 
and said city limits to its intersection with U.S. Highway 101 Freeway, thence northerly along the centerline of said freeway 
to its intersection with Scenic Avenue, thence westerly along the centerline of said avenue to its intersection with Stony 
Point Road, thence southerly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with the City of Rohnert Park Unified 
School District, thence west along said district boundary to its intersection with the centerline of the Laguna de Santa Rosa 
Flood Control Channel, thence northwesterly along the centerline of said channel to its intersection with Llano Road, thence 
southerly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with Gravenstein Highway (State Highway 1 16), thence 
northwesterly along the centerline of said highway to its intersection with Lone Pine Road, thence westerly along the 
centerline of said road to its intersection with Bloomfield Road, thence westerly along the centerline of said road to its 
intersection with Pleasant Hill Road, thence northwesterly along said road to its intersection with Kennedy Road, thence 
westerly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with Blucher Valley Road, thence southerly along the centerline 
of Blucher Valley Road to its intersection with Bloomfield Road, thence southwesterly along the centerline of Bloomfield 
Road to its intersection with the Shoreline School District boundary, thence northerly , westerly and generally southwesterly 
along said district boundary to its intersection with the Sonoma-Marin County Iine, thence generally southeasterly along said 
county Iine to its intersection with the north shore of San Pablo Bay, thence generally easterly along said shoreline to the 
point of beginning. 

Ail hereinabove referred to "existing Supervisorial District boundary lines" are boundaries as they existed in July, 2001 . 

AU records hereinabove referred to are Sonoma County Records. 

Supervisorial District No. 3. 

Beginning at the intersection of East Cotati Avenue and Petaluma Hill Road, thence north along the centerline of Petaluma 
Hill Road to the centerline of Warrington Road, thence northerly, easterly and northerly along the centerline of Warrington 
Road, to its intersection with the boundary of the Bennett Valley Elementary School district, thence westerly, northerly and 
northwesterly along said district boundary to its intersection with Bennett Valley Road, thence westerly along the centerline 
of Bennett Valley Road to the intersection of Farmers Lane, thence Northerly along the centerline of Farmers Lane to the 
centerline of Sonoma Highway, thence easterly along the centerline of Sonoma Highway to the intersection with Brush 
Creek Road, thence northwesterly along the centerline of Brush Creek Road to the intersection with Los Olivos Road, thence 
continuing northwesterly and northerly along the centerline of Los Olivos Road to the intersection with Montecito Avenue, 
thence northwesterly along the centerline of said avenue to the southerly extension of the west Iine of A.P.N. 1 82-030-039 
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being the lands of Heimbucher-Trivest Properties, thence northerly along said extension and west line to the south line of 
Section 6, T7N, R7W, thence west along said south line to the southwest corner of said section, thence north along the west 
line of said section to the Rincon Valley Union School District boundary, thence north, west and north to the southwest 
corner of A.P.N. 029-1 10-052, Lands of Shinabargar, et al, thence generally northerly along the west line of said lands to the 
intersection with Riebli Road, thence westerly, northerly and westerly along the centerline of Riebli Road to the intersection 
of Mark West Springs Road, also bemg the existing boundary between the 3rd and 4th Supervisorial Districts, thence 
westerly and southerly along said district boundary to its intersection with Piner Road, thence generally southwesterly along 
the centerline of said road to its intersection with the Northwestern and Pacific Railroad tracks, thence southeasterly along 
the centerline of said tracks to its intersection with West Steele Lane, thence westerly along the centerline of said lane to its 
intersection with Marlow Road, thence south along the centerline of Marlow Road to its intersection with Collège Avenue, 
thence east along the centerline of Collège Avenue to its intersection with Link Lane, thence south along the centerline of 
Link Lane îind its extension to the intersection with the Santa Rosa City Limit, thence northwesterly, south, east and south 
along said city limit to the intersection with Highway 12, thence along the centerline of said highway easterly to its 
intersection with U.S. Highway 101 freeway, thence southerly along the centerline of said freeway to its intersection with 
northerly boundary of the Cotati City limits, thence generally southeasterly along said city limits to its most easterly 
intersection with East Cotati Avenue, thence easterly along the centerline of said avenue to the point of beginning. 

AU hereinabove referred to "existing Supervisorial District boundary lines" are boundaries as they existed in July, 2001. 

AU records hereinabove referred to are Sonoma County Records 

Supervisorial District No. 4. 

Beginning at a point on the north line of the existing 4th Supervisorial District boundary, said line also being the Sonoma- 
Mendocino County Ime, said point also being the northeast corner of the Cloverdale Unified School District, thence leaving 
said existing supervisorial district boundary and along said school district boundary, south to the existing boundary line 
between the 4th and 5th Supervisorial Districts, also being the centerline of Rockpile Road, thence generally south easterly 
along the centerlines of Rockpile Road, Skaggs Springs-Stewarts Point Road, Wïurm Springs Road and continuing along the 
extension of the centerline of said roads to a dirt road, thence along said dirt road and a jeep trail along Woods Creek, thence 
southeasterly along the centerline of Mill Creek Road to its intersection with Gray Creek Road, thence southwesterly and 
southeasterly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with McCray Ridge Road, thence southeasterly along the 
centerline of said road to its intersection with Sweetwater Springs Road, thence southerly along the centerline of said road to 
its intersection with Westside Road, thence southerly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with Porter Creek, 
thence southerly along the centerline of said creek to its intersection with the Russian River, thence southerly along the 
centerline of said river to its intersection with the mouth of Mark West Creek, thence easterly along the centerline of said 
creek to its intersection with the Laguna de Santa Rosa, thence southerly along the centerline of said laguna to its intersection 
with Guemeville Road, thence east along the centerline of said road to the Santa Rosa City Limit, thence along said city limit 
east, southerly and east to Collège Avenue, thence east along the centerline of Collège Avenue to its intersection with 
Marlow Road, thence north along the centerline of Marlow Road to its intersection with West Steele Lane, thence easterly 
along the centerline of said lane to its intersection with the Northwestern and Pacific Railroad tracks thence northwesterly 
along the centerline of said tracks to its intersection with Piner Road, thence generally northeasterly along the centerline of 
said road to its intersection with the existing boundary between the 3rd and 4th Supervisorial Districts, thence northerly and 
easterly along said district boundary to the intersection of Reibli and Mark West Springs Roads, thence northerly along the 
centerline of Mark West Springs Road to its intersection with Porter Creek Road, thence easterly along the centerline of 
Porter Creek Road to its intersection with Franz Valley Road, thence northeasterly along the centerline of said road to its 
intersection with Franz Valley School Road, thence Easterly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with the 
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Sonoma-Napa County line, thence generally northerly along said line to the Sonoma-Lake County line, thence northwesterly 
along said line to the Sonoma-Mendocino County line, thence generally easterly along said line to the point of beginning. 

Ail hereinabove referred to "existing Supervisorial District boundary lines" are boundaries as they existed in July, 2001 . 

Ail records hereinabove referred to are Sonoma County Records. 

Supervisorial District No. 5 

Beginning at a point on the north line of the existing 4th Supervisorial District boundary, said line also being the Sonoma- 
Mendocino County line, said point also being the northeast corner of the Cloverdale Unified School District, thence leaving 
said existing supervisorial district boundary and along said school district boundary, south to the existing boundary line 
between the 4th and 5th Supervisorial Districts, also being the centerline of Rockpile Road, thence generally south easterly 
along the centerlines of Rockpile Road, Skaggs Springs-Stewarts Point Road, Warm Springs Road and continuing along the 
extension of the centerline of said roads to a dirt road, thence along said dirt road and a jeep trail along Woods Creek, thence 
southeasterly along the centerline of Mill Creek Road to its intersection with Gray Creek Road, thence south westerly and 
southeasterly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with McCray Ridge Road, thence southeasterly along the 
centerline of said road to its intersection with Sweetwater Springs Road, thence southerly along the centerline of said road to 
its intersection with Westside Road, thence southerly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with Porter Creek, 
thence southerly along the centerline of said creek to its intersection with the Russian River, thence southerly along the 
centerline of said river to its intersection with the mouth of Mark West Creek, thence easterly along the centerline of said 
creek to its intersection with the Laguna de Santa Rosîi, thence southerly along the centerline of said laguna to its intersection 
with Gueme ville Road, thence east along the centerline of said road to the Santa Rosa City Limit, thence along said city limit 
east, southerly and east to Collège Avenue, thence east along the centerline of Collège Avenue to its intersection with Link 
Lane, thence south along the centerline of Link Lane and its extension to the intersection with the Santa Rosa City Limit, 
thence northwesterly, south, east and south along said city limit to the intersection with Highway 12, thence along the 
centerline of said highway easterly to its intersection with U.S. Highway 101 freeway, thence southerly along the centerline 
of said freeway to its intersection with Scenic Avenue, thence westerly along the centerline of said avenue to its intersection 
with Stony Point Road, thence southerly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with the City of Rohnert Park 
Unified School District, thence west along said district boundary to its intersection with the centerline of the Laguna de 
Santa Rosa Flood Control Channel, thence northwesterly along the centerline of said channel to its intersection with Llano 
Road, thence southerly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with Gravenstein Highway (State Highway 1 16), 
thence northwesterly along the centerline of said highway to its intersection with Lone Pine Road, thence westerly along the 
centerline of said road to its intersection with Bloomfîeld Road, thence westerly along the centerline of said road to its 
intersection with Pleasant Hill Road, thence northwesterly along said road to its intersection with Kennedy Road, thence 
westerly along the centerline of said road to its intersection with Blucher Valley Road, thence southerly along the centerline 
of Blucher Valley Road to its intersection with Bloomfîeld Road, thence southwesterly along the centerline of Bloomfîeld 
Road to its intersection with the Shoreline School District boundary, thence northerly, westerly and generally southwesterly 
along said district boundary to its intersection with the Sonoma-Marin County line, thence northwesterly and westerly along 
said county line to the shoreline of the Pacific Océan, thence northerly along said shoreline to the Sonoma-Mendocino 
County line, thence easterly along said county line to the point of beginning. 

AU hereinabove referred to "existing Supervisorial District boundary lines" are boundaries as they existed in July, 2001 . 

AU records hereinabove referred to are Sonoma County Records. 
(Ord. No. 5304 § 2, 2001: Ord. No. 4432 § 2, 1991: Ord. No. 2917 § 1; Ord. No. 2312 § 1.) 
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Sec. 1-9. Judicial districts.^ 

The Sonoma County Judicial District shall include ail the territory situated within the boundaries of the coiinty of Sonoma. 
(Ord. No. 1490 § 2.) 

Sec. 1-10. Work-furlough program. 

Under and pursuant to Section 1208 of the Pénal Code of the state, the board of supervisors finds, on the basis of éducation 
conditions, the state of county jail faciUties, and other pertment circumstances, insofar as relates to employment in the county 
that the opération of such code section is feasible and therefore, the work-furlough program provided for in such code shall 
become operative on the effective date of this section. 

The probation ofHcer of the county shall be the administrator of such work-furlough program. 

The administrator of the work-furlough program is authorized to enter into agreements with one (1 ) or more counties for the 
transfer of persons sentenced in one (1) county who are regularly employed in another county, to transfer the persons sentenced 
from the county of sentencing to the county where they are employed, and to provide for the support of such transferred persons 
by the county from which they are transferred. The authority of the administrator of the work-furlough program is to be 
exercised in accordance with Section 1208.5 of the Pénal Code of the state of CaUfomia. (Ord. No. 1355 §§ 1, 2.) 

Sec. 1-11. Obligation of public funds and property. 

(a) Any purportedly binding promise or représentation made by any ofificer, employée or agent of the county, including other 
public agencies govemed in whole or in part by the board of supervisors, that would require the payment of money, 
performance of service, transfer of any property, real or personal, or the giving of any other thing of value of the county, or 
other public agency govemed in whole or in part by the board of supervisors, where the making of the promise or the 
représentation did not hâve the express prior authorization of the board of supervisors is, unless otherwise provided by law, 
unenforceable and void. The délégation of authority to the department head or purchasing agent in Sections 2-52 et seq. of this 
code is an express prior authorization within the meaning of this section. 

(b) Notwithstanding the foregoing, the board of supervisors retains the right, in its sole discrétion, to ratify any such promise 
or représentation by adopting a resolution expressly for that purpose. (Ord. No. 4478 § 2, 1992.) 



'For state law as to justice courts generally,seeGov. C. §71001 et seq. As to division of county into judicial districts, seeGov. C. §71040 et seq. As 
to county counsel, see §§2-1 1 to 2-15 of this code. As to public defender, see §§ 2-16 to 2-18. As to parole officer, see §2-23. As to court bouse 
building and grounds generally, see §§19-1 to 19-5. 
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§ 2-21 Duties and responsibilities. 

§ 2-22 Public administrator as ex officio public guardian. 

Division 6. Parole Officer. 

§ 2-23 Generally. 

Division 7. County Surveyor. 

§ 2-24 Appointment. 
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§ 2-26 Office established. 
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§ 2-32 Repealed. 
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§ 2-33.1 Office established. 
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§ 2-37 Jurisdiction and duties of assessment appeals board. 
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Article V. Purchases and Sale of Materials, Equipment and Other Personal Property. 
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§ 2-58 Service contracts. 
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§ 2-103 Compensation and reimbursement. 
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Article XXIV. In-Home Supportive Services Public Authority. 



§ 2-358 


Findings and purpose. 


§ 2-359 


Définitions. 


§ 2-360 


Public authority created. 
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Article I. In General.^ 
Sec. 2-1 . Meetings of board of supervisors.^ 

Regular meetings of the board of supervisors shall be held at 8:30 a.m. on each Tuesday, or as soon thereafter as a quorum 
may be présent, except as hereinafter provided; however, that if Tuesday or the preceding Monday is a holiday then the meeting 
shail be held on the succeeding Wednesday provided fiirther, however, that if a sufficient number of the members of the board 
of supervisors to constitute a quorum are not présent by 12:00 noon on the date and at the place of any such regular meeting, or 
on the date and at the place of any adjoumed or recessed meeting, a less number than a quorum may adjoum or recess such 
meeting to a day and time certain for want of a quorum. 

Such meetings shall be held in the meeting room of the board of supervisors at the Sonoma County Administration Center in 
the city of Santa Rosa. 

When the board of supervisors is convened in a regular or spécial session, it may adjoum or recess to a subséquent day or 
from day to day until its business is finished and may, at the time and place to which such meeting is so adjoumed or recessed, 
transact any business which it could hâve transacted at the meeting which is so adjoumed or recessed. (Ord. No. 2285 § 1 .) 

Sec. 2-2. Funds to train new members of the board of supervisors. 

(a) Upon request of a supervisor-elect, county gênerai ftmd monies may be used prior to the assumption of office by the 
supervisor-elect, for the training and orientation of that supervisor-elect including the payment of course fées, travel and per 
diem expenses, course materials, and consultant fées. 

(b) Such training and orientation programs, and expenses therefore, shall be those the board of supervisors deems proper and 
bénéficiai to the exercise of supervisorial duties by newly elected supervisors. 

(c) In order to receive training and orientation fimds, the supervisor-elect shall: 

(1) Make a formai request of the board of supervisors; 

(2) Upon approval of fimds, submit a Sonoma County claim form for receipt of fimds in the same manner as required by 
incumbent supervisors. (Ord. No. 2962 § 1.) 

Sec. 2-2.1 . OfTicial hours of county offices. 

(a) County offices shall be open to the pubUc for the transaction of business between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday through Friday, except that such offices shall be closed on holidays as designated by the board of supervisors in any 
resolution or mémorandum of understanding or as required by law; and except that such regular days and hours of opération 
may be temporarily or permanently revised as permitted by subsection (b) below. 

(b) The board of supervisors reserves the right to change the regular days and hours of county opération by resolution, in 
accordance with other appUcable provisions of law, as deemed advisable by the board. (Ord. No. 4607 § 1, 1992.) 



^As to description of supervisorial districts, see §1-8. As to judicial districts, see §1-9. As to civil service commission, see §§21-2 to 21-5. 

^For State law as to meetings of county boards of supervisors, see Gov. C, §25080 et seq. See also, Gov. C, §54950 et seq. As to meeting ofboard of 



supervisors after disaster, see §10-19 ofthis code. 
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Division 1. Generally.^ 



Sec. 2-3. Political activity of appointive officers and employées. 

The board of supervisors does hereby find and déclare that the county bas a compelling interest in the integrity, efficiency and 
discipline of its officers and employées in their performance of public service which warrants imposition of the following 
spécifie restrictions on political activity by county personnel. 

No appointive county officer or employée shall campaign for his own élection to public office during his assigned hours of 
employment. For purposes of this section, to "campaign" shall mean to engage in any political activity actually or apparently 
designed to gain votes or political backing or support including but not limited to: 

(a) Soliciting votes, funds, contributions, sponsor's certificates, political assistance, support or counsel; 

(b) Discussing his candidacy or any other candidate for the same office; 

(c) Organizing, conducting, addressing, selling or distributing tickets to or taking part in any public or private meeting or 
gathering the purpose of which is not directly within the course and scope of his employment; 

(d) Writing, preparing, handling, publishing or distributing political cards, letters, advertising, signs, brochures, folders, 
literature or material. 

Any appointive county officer or employée who violâtes any provision of this section shall forfeit his employment. Upon 
proof of such violation, such officer or employée shall be dismissed by his appointive authority either upon such 



• 



■•As to emei^ency services, see §§10-3 and 10-4. As to emergency council, see §§10-7 and 10-8. As to director of emergency services, see §10-4. 
^As to planning agency, see §2-76. 
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appointive authority's own initiative or at the recommendation of the board of supervisors to such appointive authority upon 
complaint to such board by any interested person. Any such dismissal shall be subject to appeal to the civil service commis- 
sion in the manner provided by law. The sole question upon any such appeal shall be the sufficiency ofproofot violation of 
this section by the party dismissed. (Ord. No. 958 §§ 1,2, 3.) 

Sec. 2-4. Repealed by Ord. No. 5604 § 4. 

Sec. 2-4.5. Repealed by Ord. No. 5604 § 4. 

Sec. 2-5. Custodiai officers — Power to arrest without a warrant. 

Pursuant to the authority contained in Pénal Code Section 836.5, the board of supervisors authorizes custodiai officers 
employed by the county of Sonoma to arrest without a warrant any person whenever the custodiai officer has reasonable 
cause to believe that the person has committed a misdemeanor in his présence. Such authority shall apply only to arrests for 
violations of statutes or ordinances which the custodiai officer has the duty to enforce during the duration of the custodiai 
officer's job. (Ord. No. 4394 § 1, 1991.) 

Division 2. County Administrator.^ 

Sec. 2-6. Generally — Appointment — Compensation. 

There is in the county an office designated as "county administrator." Such office is a part of the classified service under 
the county civil service régulations. The board of supervisors shall appoint the county administrator, with a salary set by such 
board. (Ord. 5693 § 1, 2006: Ord. No. 1165 § 1.) 

Sec. 2-7. Qualifications. 

In addition to other qualifications provided by law or ordinance, the county administrator shall hâve demonstrated admin- 
istrative ability evidenced by at least fïve (5) years of responsible administrative or executive expérience requiring the plan- 
ning and exécution of work programs or administrative opérations, the budgeting and control of expenditures, and the coor- 
dination of varied activities; at least two (2) of such five (5) years shall hâve involved responsibilities for reporting to or 
working with a législative body or policy making board. No member of the board of supervisors or the county shall be eligi- 
ble for appointment as county administrator during the term for which he has been elected or appointed, or for one (1) year 
thereafter. (Ord. 5693 § 1, 2006: Ord. No. 1165 § 2.) 

Sec. 2-8. Powers, duties and responsibilities. 

Under the supervision and control and subject to the direction of the board of supervisors, the county administrator shall 
hâve the foUowing power, duties and responsibilities: 

(a) Advise, assist, act as agent for and be responsible to the board of supervisors for the prompt and efficient administra- 
tion and exécution of ail those aspects of county govemment over which the board exercises control and direction, and over- 
see the faithful exécution of the ordinances, orders and régulations of such board. 

(b) Supervise, direct and coordinate the administration of ail county offices, departments and institutions, and the officiai 
conduct of ail county officers and officers of ail districts and subdivisions of the county, as to ail matters over which the 
board of supervisors has responsibilities and control. 

(c) Make such studies or investigations of matters within the scope of opérations of the board of supervisors as such 
board may direct, and may make such studies or investigations of such matters as will promote economy or efficiency in 
govemment of the public welfare. May require any county officer or the head of any county institution or department to re- 
port upon or assist in such studies or investigations. 



' For State law as to authority of board of supervisors to employ persons to assist in the performance of its duties, see Gov. C, §25208. 
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(d) Make recommendations to the board of supervisors conceming any matter within the scope of such board's opéra- 
tions and authority in which efficiency economy or the public welfare may be promoted. 

(e) Prépare and recommend to the board of supervisors an annual budget for ail departments and agencies for which the 
board of supervisors is responsible, and shall exercise continuons budgetary control after the adoption of such budget. Re- 
view ail requests for appropriations, requests for budget transfers, and requests for new positions, and make recommenda- 
tions to the board of supervisors thereon prior to action by such board upon such requests. 

(f) Review and make recommendations to such board conceming ail appointments to, or suspensions, or removals from 
any office or employment with respect to which the board of supervisors acts as appointing authority. 

(g) Oversee ail central administrative services and supervise department heads of the county's gênerai services, data 
processing, and public information departments. 

(h) Be appointing authority for the gênerai services director, the data processing director, and the public information co- 
ordinator, and for any other county position designated by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors. 

(i) Supervise, direct and coordinate ail huraan resource fiinctions not specifically govemed by the civil service ordi- 
nance, such as risk management, employée benefits, labor relations and countywide training, and may delegate such func- 
tions to any county officer, department head or employée. 

(j) When authorized by the board of supervisors, represent the county in its intergovemmental relationships. 

(k) Recommend to the board of supervisors a long-term capital improvement program including project priorities, costs 
and methods of financing. 

(1) Attend the meetings of the board of supervisors and may participate in the discussion of any subject before such 
board, but shall hâve no vote. 

(m) Perform such other services and duties as the board of supervisors may direct and shall keep the board of supervisors 
fiilly advised of ail matters which come to his attention which may be pertinent to the discharge of such board's responsibili- 
ties. 

(n) Pursuant to Government Code Section 29090 the county administrator is delegated the authority to authorize transfers 
within the budget, provided such transfers are within major budget catégories. 

(o) Serve as représentative of the board of supervisors to meet and confer with représentatives of recognized employée 
organizations in the county's labor relations activities. 

(p) Freeze and unfreeze any vacant county position for reasons of economy or efficiency and be responsible for the con- 
trol and assignment of extra help. 

(q) Perform ail of the duties of the clerk of the board of supervisors. (Ord. 5693 § 1, 2006: Ord. 5692 § 4, 2006; Ord. No. 
2292;Ord. No. 1847, § 1.) 

Sec. 2-9. Appeals from décisions of county administrator. 

Any officer, officiai, board, commission, or department head appointed by the board of supervisors who is dissatisfied 
with any décision of the county administrator affecting such person or body, and who appeals such décision to the board of 
supervisors, shall provide the county administrator with a written statement of his intention to appeal to the board of supervi- 
sors with the gênerai reasons therefor. (Ord. 5693 § 1, 2006: Ord. No. 1847, § 2.) 

Sec. 2-10. Construction and interprétation of division. 

No provision of this division is intended to vest in the county administrator any duty or grant to him any power or author- 
ity which is vested by law in any other county officer or employée. Nothing herein shall be construed to delegate to the 
county administrator any authority or duty required to be exercised or performed by the board of supervisors. The county 
administrator shall hâve no power to bind, obligate or commit the county or the board of supervisors of the county in connec- 
tion with any contractual obligation. Nothing contained in this section shall preclude the board of supervisors from delegat- 
ing to the county administrator any legally delegable duty or authority which such board may irom time to time judge proper. 
(Ord. 5693 § 1, 2006: Ord. No. 1 165 § 5.) 
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Division 2-A. Clerk of the Board of Supervisons 

Sec 2-1 0.1 . Appointment of the clerk of tlie board of supervisors. 

The office of clerk of the board of supervisors is hereby separated from the office of county clerk. The position of clerk of 
the board of supervisors shall be filled by appointment by this board. The county administrator is appointed to act as clerk of 
the board of supervisors, and the duties of the clerk of the board of supervisors are hereby Consolidated with the duties of the 
county administrator. (Ord. No. 5692 § 4, 2006.) 



Division 3. County Counsel^ 



Sec. 2-1 1 . Office created. 



Pursuant to the authority contained in section 27640 of the Government Code there is hereby created in the county of of- 
fice of county counsel. (Ord. No. 439 § 1.) 

Sec. 2-12. Appointment. 

The county counsel shall be appointed by the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 439, § 1.) 

Sec. 2-13. Term. 

Subject to the provisions of section 27641 of the Government Code of the state, the county counsel shall serve for four 
years from the time of his appointment and until his successor is appointed and qualifies. (Ord. No. 439, § 2.) 

Sec. 2-14. Powers and duties generally. 

The county counsel shall discharge ail the duties vested by law in the district attomey other than those of public prosecu- 
tor, and shall exercise such powers and perform such duties as may now or hereafter be prescribed by law. (Ord. No. 439, 

§3.) 

Sec. 2-15. Attendance at meetings of board of supervisors. 

The county counsel or a représentative of his office shall attend ail meetings of the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 439, 
§4.) 

Division 4. Public Defender.^ 

Sec. 2-16. Office created. 

Pursuant to the authority contained in section 27700 of the Government Code of the state, there is hereby created in the 
county the office of public defender. (Ord. No. 547, § 1.) 

Sec. 2-17. Appointment; term. 

The office of public defender of the county shall be appointive. The public defender shall be appointed by the board of 
supervisors and he shall serve at its will. (Ord. No. 547, § 2.) 



For state law as to county counsel, see Gov. C, § 27640 et seq. 
' For state law as to public defender, see Gov. C. § 27700 et seq. 
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Sec. 2-18. Duties. 

The public defender shall discharge ail the duties vested by law in his office and shall perform such duties as may now or 
hereafter be prescribed by law. (Ord. No. 546, § 3.) 

Division 5. Public Guardian.^" 

Sec. 2-19. Office created. 

The office of public guardian in, of and for the county is hereby created. (Ord. No. 495, § 1.) 

Sec. 2-20. Bond. 

The public guardian shall file an officiai bond in such amount as may be fixed, from time to time, by the board of super- 
visors, which bond shall insure to the joint benefit of the several guardianship estâtes and the county, and such public guard- 
ian shall not be required to file bonds in individual guardianship estâtes. Coverage under the county' s master bond shall 
suffice to meet the above requirement. (Ord. No. 5605 § 4, 2005: Ord. No. 495, § 4.) 

Sec. 2-21. Duties and responsibilities. 

The public guardian shall hâve ail of the responsibility and shall discharge the duties now or hereafter imposed upon him 
by statutes of the state, and specifically but not to the exclusion of others, the public guardian may in a proper case apply to 
a court of compétent jurisdiction for appointment as guardian of the person and estate or person or estate of any person in 
the county who is a patient under and by reason of the provisions of Division 6 of the Welfare and Institutions Code of the 
state or who is a récipient of aid under any of the provisions of the Welfare and Institutions Code of the state where it ap- 
pears that such person requires a guardian and where it appears that such person's estate does not exceed five thousand dol- 
lars ($5,000.00) in probate value. (Ord. No. 495, § 3.) 

Sec. 2-22. Public administrator as ex officio public guardian. 

During such time as no other person is appointed to the office of public guardian by ordinance of the board of supervi- 
sors, the public administrator of the county shall be ex officio public guardian. (Ord. No. 495, § 2.) 

Division 6. Parole Officer. 

Sec. 2-23. Generally. 

The probation officer of the county shall be ex officio the parole officer of the county. As parole officer he shall act as 
secretary to the county board of parole conmiissioners and shall perform such duties as may be imposed upon him by such 
board. As necessary to perform such duties, the probation officer as ex officio parole officer may assign personnel and util- 
ize equipment and supplies under his control as probation officer, it being the intent of this section that the performance of 
duties for and on behalf of the board of parole commissioners shall be integrated with those of the probation department to 
the extent permissible under state law. 

For his services as parole officer, the probation officer shall receive no additional compensation over and above that paid 
to him as probation officer pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 21 and other salary ordinances of the county nor shall any 
deputy, assistant or other employée of the probation department receive concurrent compensation for performance of parole 
dufies. (Ord. No. 883, § 2.) 



' For state law as to proceedings for appointment of public guardian in certain cases, see W.&I.C, § 10002. 
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§ 2-24 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 2-33 



Division 7. County Surveyor.^^ 



Sec. 2-24. Appointment. 



The office of county surveyor shall be filled by appointment by the board of supervisors pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 27550 of the Government Code of the state. (Ord. No. 379, § 1.) 

Sec. 2-25. Term. 

Any person appointed county surveyor under the provisions of this division shall serve at the pleasure of the board of 
supervisors. (Ord. No. 379, § 3.) 

Division 8. Road Commissloner.^^ 

Sec. 2-26. Office established. 

There is hereby created and established the office of county road commissioner of and for the county. (Ord. No. 239, 
§!•) 

Sec. 2-27. Repealed by Ord. No. 5336 § 3. 

Sec. 2-28. Transfer of ail duties of road commissioner to county director of transportation and 
public Works and élimination of the office of county road commissioner. 

Pursuant to Streets and Highways Code § 2006.1, ail duties of the county road commissioner are transferred to the 
county director of transportation and public works. The office of county road commissioner of Sonoma County is abolished. 
Any civil engineering functions which are required to be performed by the road commissioner shall be performed by a reg- 
istered civil engineer acting under the authority of the director of transportation and public works. The director of transpor- 
tation and public works shall not be required to hâve any spécial permit, registration, or license. (Ord. 5336 § 2, 2002.) 

Sec. 2-29. Repealed by Ord. No. 5336 § 3. 

Sec. 2-30. Repealed by Ord. No. 5336 § 3. 

Sec. 2-31 . Repealed by Ord. No. 5336 § 3. 

Sec. 2-32. Repealed' by Ordinance No. 4796, June 1994. 

Sec. 2-33. Road districts Consolidated.^^ 

AU road districts in the county, that is, supervisorial district No. 1, supervisorial district No. 2, supervisorial district No. 
3, supervisorial district No. 4, supervisorial district and ail of such road districts, are hereby Consolidated into aroad district 
to be hereinafter known as "Sonoma County road district," excluding, however, any area contained therein as incorporated 
area. 

Such road districts are Consolidated for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this division. (Ord. No. 239, § 8.) 



" For State law as to county surveyor generally, see Gov. C, § 27550 et seq. As to action on tentative subdivision map by county surveyor, see § 25- 

39 of this Code. 

'' As to highways, road and bridges, see ch. 15 of this Code. As to appeals from actions of road commissioner in coimection with opération of over- 

sized, etc., vehicles, see § 15-5. 

'^ For state law as to county road districts generally, see Sts. & H.C., §§ 1020 to 1029. As to highways, roads and bridges, see ch. 15 of this Code. 
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§2-33.1 ADMINISTRATION §2-33.11 

Division 9. County IHearing Officer. 

Sec. 2-33.1 . Office established. 

Pursuant to the authority contained in Section 27720 of the Government Code of this state, there is hereby established the 
office of county hearing officer. 

Sec. 2-33.2. Duties generally. 

The duties of the office are to conduct hearings for the county or any board, commission or committee thereof, except 
hearings conducted by the planning cormnission. 

Sec. 2-33.3. Powers generally. 

No hearing shall be referred to the county hearing officer unless the referral is ordered by resolution of the board of su- 
pervisors. 

Sec. 2-33.4. Duties and compensation. 

The duties of the county hearing officer may be performed by the Office of Administrative Procédure of the State of Cali- 
fomia pursuant to contract to be entered into by and between the county and the Office of Administrative Procédure of the 
State of Califomia or by any other duly appointed hearing officer who meets the requirements of Government Code section 
27724. (Ord. No. 5425 § 1, 2003.) 

Sec. 2-33.5. When duties may be requested. 

Any board, commission or committee of the county may request the board of supervisors to contract for a hearing officer 
for any hearing otherwise to be conducted by such board commission or cormnittee thereof (Ord. No. 1473, § 1.) 

Division 10. Consolidation of Offices. 

Sec. 2-33.10. Consolidation of duties of sheriff and coroner. 

The duties of sheriff and the duties of coroner are Consolidated as of February 1, 1974. The office may be known as sher- 
iff/coroner. 

Sec. 2-33.11. Séparation of the office and duties of public administrator from the office and duties of 
county clerk-recorder-assessor-public administrator — Création of the Consolidated 
élective office of county clerk-recorder-assessor and the appointive office of public 
administrator. 

(a) Effective immediately upon the création of a vacancy in the position of county clerk-recorder-assessor-public admin- 
istrator, or as of 12:00 o'clock noon on January 8, 2007, whichever occurs first, the duties and office of the public adminis- 
trator are hereby separated from the duties and office of the county clerk-recorder-assessor-public administrator. The remain- 
ing Consolidated office shall be known as the office of the county clerk-recorder-assessor. 

(b) Effective immediately upon the création of a vacancy in the position of public administrator, or as of 12:00 o'clock 
noon on January 8, 2007, whichever occurs first, the office of public administrator shall no longer be an élective office but 
shall be fiUed by appointment by the board of supervisors Any person appointed public administrator shall serve at the 
pleasure of the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 5605 § 4, 2005: Ord. No. 5305 § 4, 2001: Ord. No. 5296 § 4, 2001: Ord. No. 
4753 § 3, 1994: Ord. No. 1711 § 1.) 
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§ 2-33.12 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 2-35 



Sec. 2-33.12. Repealed by Ordinance No. 4796, June 1994. 

Sec. 2-33.13. Consolidation of duties of agricultural commissioner and sealer of weights and 
measures. 

The duties of county agricultural commissioner and the duties of county sealer of weights and measures are Consolidated 
as of October 25, 1984. The office may be known as agricultural commissioner - sealer. (Ord. No. 3472 § 1; Ord. No. 3341 
§1.) 

Sec. 2-33.14. Consolidation of the duties of auditor-controller and the duties of treasurer-tax 
collector — Qualifications for office. 

(a) The duties and office of the auditor-controller and the duties and office of treasurer-tax collector are Consolidated 
effective immediately upon the création or existence of a vacancy in the position of treasurer-tax collector on or after January 
1, 2006, or as of 12:00 noon on January 8, 2007, which ever occurs first. 

(b) The provisions of Government Code Title 3, Chapter 4, Article 4 (commencing with Government Code Section 
26945); and Chapter 5, Article 1 (commencing with Government Code Section 27000) are hereby made applicable to the 
position of Sonoma County auditor-controUer-treasurer-tax collector. Accordingly, to be eligible for élection or appointment 
to the office of auditor-controller-treasurer-tax collector, a person must possess the qualifications established by state law for 
both county auditor and county treasurer. Evidence of such qualifications shall be presented to the registrar of voters with a 
candidate's nominafion papers.'"* (Ord. No. 5604 § 4, 2005.) 

Sec. 2-33.15. Consolidation of the duties of the clerk of the board of supervisors with the duties of 
the county administrator 

The duties of the clerk of the board of supervisors are hereby Consolidated with the duties of the county administrator. 
(Ord. No. 5692 § 4, 2006.) 

Division 1 1 . County Treasurer. 

Sec. 2-33.20. Investment authority. 

The authority to invest or reinvest the fiinds of the county and the funds of other depositors in the county treasury is dele- 
gated to the county treasurer. The treasurer will assume full responsibility for such transactions. The board of supervisors 
shall review this délégation annually, and détermine whether to renew or revoke the délégation. (Ord. No. 5037 § 2, 1997.) 

Article III. Assessment Appeals board and Assessment Hearing Officers. 

Sec. 2-34. Establishment of boards and hearing officers. 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 16 of Article XIQ of the Califomia Constitution, an assessment appeals board is 
created and established for Sonoma County. Pursuant to Revenue and Taxation Code Sections 1636 through 1640, the posi- 
tion of Sonoma County assessment hearing ofificer is hereby established. (Ord. No. 4859 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-35. Members and alternate members of the assessment appeals board. 

The assessment appeals board shall consist of three (3) members who shall be appointed and reappointed directly by the 
board of supervisors for terms as provided by law. The board of supervisors shall appoint and reappoint directly alternate 
members for terms as provided by law for regular members of the assessment appeals board. An alternate member shall 
serve whenever any regular member is temporarily unable to act as a member of the board. (Ord. No. 4859 § 1, 1995.) 



See Gov. Code §26945 for qualifications of County Auditor §27000.7 for qualifications of County Treasurer. 
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§ 2-36 ADMINISTRATION § 2-42 



Sec. 2-36. Qualifications for membership. 

A person shall not be eligible for nomination for membership on the assessment appeals board or as an assessment hear- 
ing officer unless he or she bas a minimum for five (5) years professional expérience in this state of one of the following: 
certified public accountant or public accountant; licensed real estate broker; attomey; property appraisers accredited by a 
nationally recognized professional organization; or a person who the nominating member of the board of supervisors bas 
reason to believe is possessed of compétent knowledge of property appraisal and taxation. (Ord. No. 4859 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-37. Jurisdiction and duties of assessment appeals board. 

The assessment appeals board shall constitute the board of equalization for Sonoma County and shall bave the power to 
equalize the valuation of taxable property within the county for the purpose of taxation, as provided by applicable law. (Ord. 
No. 4859 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-38. Jurisdiction and duties of assessment hearing officer. 

The assessment hearing officer shall conduct hearings on applications as authorized by Section 1637 of the Revenue and 
Taxation Code, within limits established by resolution of this board. Upon completing of the hearing, the hearing officer 
shall prépare a written report and reconmiendation setting forth his or her conclusions. The recommendation of the hearing 
officer shall be adopted as the final détermination of the assessment appeals board, pursuant to Revenue and Taxation Code 
Sections 1640 and 1641. (Ord. No. 4859 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-39. Compensation. 

Compensation for members of the assessment appeals board shall be established by this board in the salary resolution for 
the county of Sonoma. Compensation for assessment hearing officers shall be at the same rate as compensation for assess- 
ment appeals board members. (Ord. No. 4859 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-40. Clérical assistance. 

The clerk of the board of supervisors shall be the clerk of the assessment appeals board, keep a record of the proceedings, 
shall provide such clérical assistance as the assessment appeals board may require, and shall otherwise perform those duties 
prescribed by law for the clerk of the assessment appeals board. At the conclusion of a hearing conducted by the assessment 
hearing officer, the clerk shall transmit copies of the hearing officer' s report and recommendation to the parties specified in 
Revenue and Taxation Code Secfion 1640, in the manner specified m that section. (Ord. No. 4859 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-41 . Légal advisor. 

The county counsel shall, upon request, provide such légal assistance to the assessment appeals board and assessment 
hearing officer, as such counsel détermines is appropriate and necessary. (Ord. No. 4859 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-42. Ruies of procédure. 

Ail proceedings before the assessment appeals board and before the assessment hearing officer shall be conducted in ac- 
cordance with the rules relating to local equalization as set forth in Title 1 8 of the Code of Califomia Régulations, as well as 
such local rules as the board of supervisors may prescribe. (Ord. No. 4859 § 1 (part), 1995: Ord. No. 2061 § 1.) 
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§ 2-43 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 2-54 



Article IV. Grand Jury.^^ 



Sec. 2-43. Per diem. 



• 



The per diem entitlement of a member of the Sonoma County Grand Jury is twelve dollars and fifty cents ($12.50) per 
day for each day of attendance at a committee meeting of the grand jury and fifteen dollars ($ 1 5.00) per day for meetings of 
the grand jury. (Ord. No. 3206 § 1.) 

Sec. 2-44. Mileage allowance. 

The mileage allowance for members of the Sonoma County Grand Jury is the rate set by the Internai Revenue Service per 
mile going to and retuming from meetings of the grand jury including committee meetings. (Ord. No. 5178 § 1, 1999: Ord. 
No. 3206 § 1.) 

Article V. Purchases and Sale of Materials, 
Equipment and Other Personal Property.^ 



Division 1. Generally.^ 



Sec. 2-52. Purchasing agent. 



The purchasing division of the department of gênerai services is established, headed by the purchasing agent, who shall 
hâve the powers and duties prescribed by law for county purchasing agents, this article, and other ordinances, resolutions and 
orders of the board of supervisors. The director of gênerai services shall hâve responsibility for appointing and supervising 
the purchasing agent. (Ord. No. 4654 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 2490.) 

Sec. 2-53. Procurement policy. 

The purchasing agent shall develop and enforce a comprehensive procurement policy consistent with law and with other 
resolutions and directives of the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 4654 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 2490.) 

Sec. 2-54. Spécifie duties. 

The purchasing agent shall administer the purchasing division, its stores, funds and accounts, and, except as otherwise 
provided herein, or by law, or by spécifie order of the board of supervisors, shall: 

(a) Purchase, lease or lease/purchase for the county and its departments ail personal property; 

(b) Engage independent contractors to perform services for the county and its departments, including the fiimishing of 
material, up to twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) subject to statutory procédures; 

(c) Sell or exchange any item of personal property declared surplus to county needs; 

(d) Perform the above services for agencies and spécial districts organized under gênerai law within the county and gov- 
emed ex officio by, or under the control of, the board of supervisors; 

(e) Make purchases and dispositions of personal property for other public officers or agencies pursuant to authority of 
law; 

(f) Perform such other services as the board of supervisors requires. (Ord. No. 4654 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 2490.) 



• 



^^ Edilor's note. — Boardof Zoning Adjustments, §§ 2-43 through 2-51, wasrepealedby OrdinanceNo. 1204. It enacted provisions for a county 

planning agency. As to planning agencies generally, see §§ 2-75 to 2-81 of this Code. See § 2-79.5 as to rotation and substitution of Appointées of 

Board of Zoning Adjustments. 

' As to finance and taxation, see ch. 12 of this Code. 

* For State law as to county purchasing agents, see Gov. C, §§ 25500 to 25509. 
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§2-55 ADMINISTRATION §2-63 



Sec. 2-55. Central purchasing — Exceptions. 

No purchase as described in Section 2-54 shall be made by any county officer or employée without a purchase order or 
other written authority first obtained from the purchase agent, except as follows: 

(a) Purchases Under Twenty-Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00). Purchases of goods and services under twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars ($2,500) per transaction may be authorized by a department head without the prior approval of the purchasing 
agent, under authority and procédures as directed by the purchasing agent and the county auditor. Splitting or separating pur- 
chases for the purpose of circumventing this limit is prohibited; 

(b) Items exempt by law or by spécifie order of the board of supervisors; 

(c) Emergency purchases, which shall be limited to those immediately necessary for protection from substantial hazard 
to life or property, or occasions when the purchasing agent or one of his assistants is not accessible and the need is unfore- 
seeable and immédiate for continued opération of a county function. Every emergency purchase shall be promptly reported 
to the purchasing agent in writing with the facts constituting the emergency. (Ord. No. 5699 § 1, 2006; Ord. No. 4654 § 1, 
1993: Ord. No. 2490.) 

Sec. 2-56. Bidding procédures. 

(a) Except as required by law, the purchasing agent may make any purchase of personal property or perform any other 
act authorized in Section 2-54 without notice, advertisement or securing compétitive bids. 

(b) The purchasing agent shall comply with ail applicable statutes, ordinances and régulations. In making purchases the 
purchasing agent shall use such methods and procédures as in the judgment of the purchasing agent will secure the lowest 
price consistent with the quality désirable for the use intended and the needs of the requisitioning department. (Ord. No. 
4654 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 2490.) 

Sec. 2-57. Availability of funds. 

Except as to purchases initiated by the purchasing agent, the purchasing agent shall hâve no responsibility to détermine 
that funds are budgeted or available for any purchase, and this responsibility shall belong to the ofFicer signing the réquisi- 
tion. (Ord. No. 4654 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 2490.) 

Sec. 2-58. Service contracts. 

(a) The department head is responsible for negotiating the terms of a contract appropriate for the purchase of any ser- 
vices. The department head shall comply with ail statutes, ordinances and régulations in the negotiation of such contracts, 
and shall use such methods and procédures which, in the judgment of the department head, will secure the lowest compéti- 
tive price consistent with operational needs. The purchasing agent and county auditor shall develop policies and procédures 
to assist department heads in complying with thèse requirements. 

(b) Contracts within the scope of authority granted in Section 2-54(b) and not within the exceptions listed in Section 2-55 
shall be executed by the purchasing agent. Contracts for purchases described in Section 2-55 shall be executed by the de- 
partment head or his or her désignée. Ail other service contracts shall be submitted to the board for its approval. (Ord. No. 
4654 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 2-59. Surplus property. 

Any item no longer required by any county department shall be declared surplus and transferred to the custody of the pur- 
chasing agent. If the purchasing agent finds that no other county department has need for such item it shall be declared sur- 
plus. Any such item or group of related items may then be advertised and sold or otherwise disposed of by the purchasmg 
agent, by whatever method and procédure will retum the greatest value to the county. Obsolète items of no value may be 
destroyed or discarded. (Ord. No. 4654 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 2-60 through 2-63. Repealed by Ordinance No. 2490, March 1979. 
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§ 2-64 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 2-64 

Division 2. Sale, etc., of Unclaimed Property. 

Sec. 2-64. Generally. 

Except as otherwise provided by the laws of the state or of the United States of America or the provisions of this division, 
ail unclaimed personal property in the possession of the sheriff shall be stored in a safe place by the sheriff for at least six 
months and thereafter shall be sold at public auction for cash to the highest bidder. (Ord. No. 1021 § 1.) 



• 
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§ 2-65 ADMINISTRATION § 2-72 



Sec. 2-65. Rédemption by owner prîor to saie. 

Any property subject to the provisions of this division which is claimed by its légal owner prior to sale shall upon 
proof of ownership satisfactory to the sheriff and upon payment to the sheriff of ail reasonable costs of care and 
protection thereof and exécution and delivery of a found property release receipt be retumed to such légal owner. (Ord. 
No. 1021 § 2.) 

Sec. 2-66. Disposition of property held as évidence. 

Any property regulated by this division held as évidence in any criminal or civil proceeding or pursuant to any court 
order shall be disposed of only upon order of the proper court or officer. (Ord. No. 1021 § 3.) 

Sec. 2-67. Notice of sale. 

At any time after the expiration of the six (6) month period provided for by Section 2-64 the sheriff may publish once 
in a newspaper of gênerai circulation in the county a notice of his intention to sell at public auction for cash to the 
highest bidder at the time and place specified in such notice ail such unclaimed personal property as to which sale is 
authorized by this division. (Ord. No. 1021 § 4.) 

Sec. 2-68. Sale generally. 

At the time and place specified in the notice provided for by Section 2-67 the sheriff shall sell for cash at public 
auction to the highest bidder ail of such unclaimed personal property which is subject to sale under this division and 
as to which one (1) or more bids are received. (Ord. No. 1021 § 5.) 

Sec. 2-69. Proceeds from saie — Expenses of saie. 

Ail money received upon sales referred to in Section 2-68 shall be deposited by the sheriff in the gênerai fund in the 
county treasury . Ail costs and expenses of such sales shall be a proper charge in the budget of the sheriff s department. 
(Ord. No. 1021 § 6.) 

Sec. 2-70. Disposition of property remaining unsold. 

Any unclaimed personal property subject to sale under this division which remains imsold after public auction shall 
be destroyed or disposed of by the sheriff in such manner as he may deem in the public interesL (Ord. No. 1021 § 7.) 

Sec. 2-71. Disposition of perisiiable, dangerous, etc., property. 

Any unclaimed personal property subject to the provisions of this division which is perishable, dangerous in itself, 
or contrary to public policy to retain or sell shall not be subject to sale under this division and shall be disposed of in 
such manner as the law shall direct or the sheriff may deem in the public interest. (Ord. No. 1021 § 9.) 

Sec. 2-72. Disposition of money. 

Should any unclaimed personal property subject to the provisions of this division consist of money, such money shall 
be deposited in the county treasury and disposed of in the manner provided by law. (Ord. No. 1021 § 10.) 
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§ 2-73 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 2-78 

Sec. 2-73. Spécial provisions applicable to bicycles and toys.^^ 

Any bicycles or toys, or both, in the possession of the sheriff of the county which hâve been unclaimed for a period 
of at least three months may be tumed over, by the sheriff, to the probation officer of the county for use by him in any 
program of activities designed to prevent juvénile delinquency. (Ord. No. 906 § 2.) 

Sec. 2-74. Applicabiiity of division to property subject to confiscation. 

This division shall not apply to property subject to confiscation under the laws of the state or of the United States. 
(Ord. No. 1021 § 8.) 

Article VI. Planning Agency." 

Sec. 2-75. Established. 

There is hereby established a planning agency which shall be known and designated as the Sonoma County planning 
agency. (Ord. No. 1204 § 1.) 

Sec. 2-76. Composition. 

The county planning agency consists of two (2) planning commissions, which shall be known as the Sonoma County 
planning commission and the board of directors of the Sonoma County agricultural préservation and open space district, 
a board of zoning adjustments, which shall be known as the Sonoma County board of zoning adjustments, and a planning 
department. The board of directors of the Sonoma County agricultural préservation and open space district shall constitute 
an additional plarming commission solely for the purpose of making the gênerai plan conformity reports, as required 
by Government Code section 65402, for the district's acquisition of open space interests in real property in the 
unincorporated area of Sonoma County, and any related transactions including, but not limited to, those that resuit in 
an acquired interest being held by another public entity. (Ord. No. 5180 § 1, 1999: Ord. No. 4336 § 1, 1991: Ord. No. 
1204 § 2.) 

Sec. 2-77. Powers and duties. 

The county planning agency, county planning commission, county board of zoning adjustments and the county planning 
department shall perform those duties and exercise those powers delegated to it by the Planning and Zoning Law and 
other acts of the législature and such additional powers and duties as may, from time to time, be delegated to it by the 
board of supervisors pursuant to Article VI, Section 11 of the Califomia Constitution. (Ord. No. 1204 § 3.) 

Sec. 2-78. Composition of planning commission — ^Appointment, term and removal of appointées. 

The county planning commission shall consist of one résident firom each supervisorial district appointed by the board 
of supervisors. Such appointments shall be accomplished by resolution, with resolution shall provide the term of each 
appointée. Any or ail appointées may be removed from office at any time by the board of supetvisors, with or without 
cause. (Ord. No. 1204 § 4.) 



"For State law as to authority of county to adopt this section, see W. &. I. C, § 217. 

"For State law requiring county to estabiish a planning agency, see Gov. C, § 65100. As to subdivisions, see Ch. 25 of this code. As 
to zoning, see Ch. 26. 
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§ 2-79 ADMINISTRATION § 2-83 

Sec. 2-79. Composition of board of zoning adjustments — Appointment, term and removal of 
appointées. 

The county board of zoning adjustments shall consist of one résident from each supervisorial district appointed by the 
board of supervisors. Such appointments shall be accomplished by resohition, which resohition shall provide the term of 
each appointée. Any or ail appointées may be removed from office at any time by the board of supervisors, with or without 
cause. (Ord. No. 1204, § 4.) 

Sec. 2-79.5. Rotation and substitution of appointées to planning commission and board of zoning 
adjustments. 

The planning director shall establish a rotation schedule such that (1) each appointée sits on the board of zoning adjust- 
ments for six (6) months each year and on the planning commission for six (6) months each year, and (2) no appointées from 
the same supervisorial district simultaneousiy sit together on the board of zoning adjustments or planning commission. 

In the event that an appointée gives notice to the planning director prior to the meeting that the appointée will not attend a 
meeting, the other appointée from the same supervisorial district may sit and act in place of the absent appointée at that 
meeting. In addition, any appointée, who does not wish to act on a quasi-judicial matter because that appointée has not been 
présent throughout the entire hearing due to the rotation schedule, may refuse to participate on the matter and the other ap- 
pointée from the same supervisorial district may sit and act on the matter. (Ord. No. 1959 § 1.) 

Sec. 2-80. Appointment, powers and duties of planning director. 

The planning director shall be appointed by the board of supervisors in accordance with Section 65201 of the Government 
Code. The planning director shall perfonii those duties and exercise those powers delegated to him by the planning and zon- 
ing law and other acts of the législature, and such other powers and duties as may, from time to time, be delegated to him by 
the board of supervisors pursuant to Article VI, Section 1 1 of the Califomia Constitution. (Ord. No. 1204, § 6.) 

Sec. 2-81 . Sources of légal and engineering advice. 

The county counsel and the engineering advisory committee shall constitute part of the county planning agency for the 
purpose of providing légal and engineering advice. (Ord. No. 1204, § 7.) 

Article VII. Working of Prisoners. 

Sec. 2-82. What persons may work. 

Any person confined in Sonoma County détention facilities under judgement of imprisonment rendered in a criminal ac- 
tion or proceeding or as a condition of probation after suspension of imposition of sentence or suspension of exécution of 
sentence may be required to work under the direction of a responsible person appointed by the sheriff upon the public 
grounds, roads, streets, alleys, highways, firebreaks, fire roads, riding or hiking trails or public buildings or in such other 
places as are deemed advisable by the sheriff for the benefit of the public; provided, however, that no such person who is 
disabled or is physically unable to work or whose secure custody will be placed in jeopardy thereby shall be compelled to 
work. 

Sec. 2-83. Priorities in assignment. 

The priorities heretofore or hereafter established by resolution of the board of supervisors shall be observed by the sheriff 
in the assignment of prisoners to work projects. 
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Sec. 2-84. Ruies and régulations. 

Reasonable niles and régulations goveming the working of prisoners and the administration of the prisoner work program 
may be adopted and enforced by the sheriff and shall be subject to review and amendment by the board of supervisors. 

Sec. 2-85. Compensation of prisoners. 

No compensation shall be paid to any prisoner required to work under the provisions of this article, but each such prisoner 
shall receive the work performance time crédit provided by law. No person required to work under the provisions of this 
article shall be considered an employée of the county for purposes of compensation under the provisions of the Labor Code 
regarding worker's compensation, save and except while working in the prévention or suppression of forest, brush or grass 
fires under the direct supervision of a local, state or fédéral employée whose duties include fire prévention and suppression 
work. (Ord. No. 1491, § 1.) 

Article VIII. County Landmarks Commission. 

Sec. 2-86. Establishment, duties, and composition. 

A county landmarks commission is established to carry out the purposes and duties specified in Article XVI(a) of Chapter 
26 of the Sonoma County Code and to increase the trade and commerce of the county by encouraging the préservation of 
historical landmarks as cultural resources of the county. (Ord. No. 2497.) 

Article IX. The Commission on the Status of Women. 

Sec. 2-100. Déclaration of policy establishment of commission. 

The board of supervisors of the county of Sonoma déclares that it is the policy of the county to take affirmative action to 
eliminate the practice of discrimination and préjudice on account of gender in the areas of housing, éducation, community 
services, and related fields. In order to promote this policy there is established pursuant to and in accordance with applicable 
law a Sonoma County commission on the status of women (hereinafter referred to as "commission"). (Ord. No. 5723 § 1, 
2007: Ord. Nos. 1 850 § I, 3 1 80 § I.) 

Sec. 2-101. Membership — Terms — Attendance. 

(a) Membership. The commission shall consist of fifteen (15) niembers appointed and confirmed by the board of super- 
visors. Three (3) commissioners shall be appointed by each district superviser to represent the five (5) supervisorial districts 
of the county. In making itsappointments, the board of supervisors may consider recommendations submitted by the com- 
mission on the status of women. 

(b) Terms. Each commissioner shall hâve a term of two (2) years, and until her or his respective successor is appointed 
and qualified, except that the terms of the first commissioners shall be staggered so that the term of seven (7) commissioners 
shall expire in one (1) year and the term of eight (8) commissioners shall expire in two (2) years. The first appointées shall 
draw lots at the first meeting of the commission to détermine the term of each initial commissioner. 

Subséquent appointments shall be made and any vacancies shall be filled for a term of two (2) years by the board of su- 
pervisors. The commission may make recommendations on subséquent appointments and the filling of vacancies. 
There is no limitation upon the number of terms for which a commissioner may be appointed. 

(c) Attendance. A report may be made to the appointing supervisors whenever a commissioner fails to attend at least 
two-thirds of the regular meetings during the commission's fiscal year. Furthermore, commissioners shall give the commis- 
sion's staff prior notice if they cannot attend a regular meeting. The appointing superviser may remove the commissioner for 
failure to comply with the attendance requirement. (Ord. No. 5723 § 1, 2007: Ord. Nos. 1850 § I, 2232 § 1, 3180 § I.) 
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Sec. 2-102. Meetings — Brown Act — Quorum. 

(a) Meetings. The commission shall meet at least once each calendar month at a regiilarly established time and place. 

(b) Brown Act. The commission shall comply with ail of the requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act (Government 
Code Sections 54950, et seq.) 

(c) Quomm. A majority of the duly appointed commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 
(Ord. No. 5723 § 1, 2007: Ord. Nos. 1850 § I, 3180 § I.) 

Sec. 2-103. Compensation and Reimbursement. 

Commissioners shall serve without compensation, but niay receive reimbursement for authorized, reasonable and neces- 
sary travel and other expenses incurred on officiai duty with prior approval of the Comniission's staff. (Ord. No. 5723 § 1 , 
2007: Ord. Nos. 1850 § I, 3180 § I.) 

Sec. 2-104. Powers and duties. 

The powers and duties of the commission shall be as foUows: 

(a) To study and research by means of meetings, conférences, public hearings, or other appropriate means, conditions 
which demonstrate discrimination or préjudice because of gender; 

(b) To consult and cooperate with the board of supervisors, and fédéral, state, city and other public agencies; and to refer, 
if requested to the proper govemmental agencies any matters already in the jurisdiction of their existing powers, with the 
intent that duplication of efforts should be avoided; provided however, that the commission shall not engage in lobbying or 
advocacy activities before any branch of the fédéral or state govemments without the prior advice and consent of the board 
of supervisors; 

(c) To prépare and disseminate information in the field of gender discrimination and préjudice and to advise and counsel 
the résidents of the county, the board of supervisors, the county administrator and departments and agencies of the county, 
state and fédéral governments on matters involving the needs of women and relating to discrimination and préjudice on ac- 
count of gender; 

(d) To initiate its own inquiries into the needs and problems of women, and of practices of discrimination and instances 
of préjudice against any person because of gender, atld to seek to résolve such matters through consultation, conciliation and 
advice; provided, however that the commission shall not investigate or adjudicate individual complaints of gender discrimi- 
nation; 

(e) To recommend to the board of supervisors necessary procédures, programs or législation to promote and insure equal 
rights and opportunities for women; 

(f) To provide to the board of supervisors minutes of ail commission meetings and, upon request, reports of its activities; 
and 

(g) Subject to the approval of the county administrator, to request of any county department infomiation, services, facili- 
ties and any other assistance for the purposes of furthering the objective of this chapter; 

(h) With the consent of the board of supervisors, to solicit and accept fiinds from fédéral and state govemments for carry- 
ing out duties outlined in this chapter. The commission may also, with the consent of the board of supervisors, accept gifts, 
donations and bequests from any source for carrying out such functions. (Ord. No. 5723 § 1 , 2007: Ord. Nos. 1 850 § 1, 3 1 80 
§1.) 

Sec. 2-105. Officers — Organization — Work Plan. 

(a) Officers. The commission shall sélect annually from its membership a chair and a vice-chair and an officer-at- large. 

(b) Organization. The commission may designate standing or ad hoc committees, individual commissioner appointments 
(e.g., coordinators and liaisons) and/or task forces for the purpose of carrying out any of the functions and duties of the 
commission. 

(c) Work Plan. At least biannually, the commission shall draft a work plan for the purpose of conducting the business of 
the commission, which shall be approved by the county administrator and the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 5723 § 1, 
2007: Ord. Nos. 1850 § I, 3180 § I.) 
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Sec. 2-106. Staff — Volunteers, Consultants and community resources. 

(a) Staff. Staff for the commission shall be appointée by the director of the human resources department of the county. 

(b) Volunteers, Consultants and Community Resources. The commission may engage such services of volunteer workers 
and consultants without salary as it fmds necessary. The commission may utilize such other community resources as it fmds 
appropriate to its fonctions. (Ord. No. 5723 § 1, 2007: Ord. Nos. 1850 § I, 3180 § I.) 

Article X. Community Redevelopment Agency. 

Sec. 2-108. Established. 

It is hereby found and declared, pursuant to Section 33101 of the Community Redevelopment Law that there is a need for 
the redevelopment agency created by Section 33100 of said law to function in the county of Sonoma and said agency is 
hereby authorized to transact business and exercise its powers under the Community Redevelopment Law. 

Sec. 2-109. Composition. 

The board of supervisors of the county of Sonoma déclares itself to be the redevelopment agency to be known as the So- 
noma County community redevelopment agency pursuant to Section 33200 of the Community Redevelopment Law. 

Sec. 2-110. Powers and duties. 

AU rights, powers, duties, privilèges and immunities vested by the Community Redevelopment Law shall be and are 
vested in the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 1954 §§ 1, 2.) 

Article XI. Collection of Presentence Report Fées Pursuant to Pénal Code Section 1203.1b 

Sec. 2-111. Collection of presentence report fées and probation supervision fées. 

(a) The provisions of Section 1 203. 1 b of the Pénal Code of the state, mandate that a court make a détermination regard- 
ing the ability of a convicted défendant to pay ail or part of the reasonable cost of services provided by the probation depart- 
ment in performing presentence investigations and preparing presentence reports. The maximum reasonable cost of perform- 
ing a presentence investigation and preparing a presentence report, which is determined by the board of supervisors not to 
exceed the actual average cost thereof, is fixed at two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each superior court presentence investi- 
gation investigation and report. The foregoing costs are subject to revision from time to timè by resolution of the board of 
supervisors upon a fmding that such i.ncrease is necessary due to an increase in the actual average cost of such services. 

(b) The provisions of Section 1 203. Ib of the Pénal Code of the state, mandate that a court make a détermination regard- 
ing the ability of a convicted défendant to pay ail or part of the reasonable cost of services provided by the probation depart- 
ment in providing probation supervision. The maximum reasonable cost of providing probation supervision to a person 
placed under the supervision of the probation officer, which is determined by the board of supervisors not to exceed the av- 
erage actual cost thereof, is fixed at the amount of one hundred fifty dollars ($1 50.00) for each superior and municipal court 
probationer. The foregoing costs are subject to revision from time to time by resolution of the board of supervisors upon a 
finding that such an increase is necessary due to an increase in the actual average cost of such services. (Ord. 4564 §1,1 992: 
Ord. No. 3769, 1987.) 

Article XII. Agency for the Prévention of Juvénile Delinquency. 

Sec. 2-1 1 5 through 2-1 22. Repealed by Ordinance No. 3549. 
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Article Xlll. Sheriff-Coroner. 

Sec. 2—130. Fee for embaiming. 

Whenever the sheriff-coroner takes cusiody of a dead body pursuant to law, he may embalm ihe body and charge and collect 
ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS (S 100.00) firom the person entitied to its custody. except when the body is that of a child not more 
than fourîeen ( 14) years of âge or a person for whose burial there is available less than ONE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS 
(S150.00), in which cases the expenses of embaiming aie a county charge. The fee above set shall be paid into the couniy treasury. 
(Ord. No. 2619 §1.) 

Article XIV Advisory Board on Drug Programs. 

Sec. 2—140. Déclaration of policy; establishment of board. 

The abuse of psychoactive drugs is a serious and growing problem in our community. Both licit and illicit abuse of drugs 
constitute problems among ail segments of the community, including youth, famiiies, the elderly, ethnie minorities, women, and 
the poor. It is necessary to develop and sustain a System of services for drug abusers, utilizing both treatment and preventive 
approaches, to abate this serious problem. In the effort to respond thereto, this Board of Supervisors by its Resolution No. 58368 
dated August 2, 1977 pursuant to Section 5606.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code of the State of Califomia, established a 
Drug Abuse Advisory Commiaee with the goais, purposes, and stracture as set forth in that resolution. This Board of Supervisors 
hereby again déclares its policy that a conmiunity-wide effort be undertaken to pievent and abate drug abuse in our community 
and to develop programs designed to alleviate and ultimately remedy thèse problems. 

Pursuant to Section 11964 to the Health and Safety Code of the State of Califomia, effective January 1. 1981, there is now 
hereby established the Sonoma County Advisory Board of Drug Programs (hereinafter referred to as "the board"). Upon the 
effective date of this ordinance the board shall succeed to the functions and duties of the Drug Abuse Advisory Commiaee and 
shall utilize the resources and staff herctoforc made available to that comminee. Upon the effective date of this ordinance. the 
Drug Abuse Advisory Committee established by Résolution No. 58368 of this Board of Supervisors shall be deemed abolished. 
(Ord. No. 2779.) 

Sec. 2—141. Duties of the board. 

The board shall hâve the foUowing duties: 

Panicipate in the planning process pursuant to Section 5651 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

Review the drug program component of the county Short-Doyie pian, and any amendments thereto pursuant to Sections 5606.2 
and 5652 of the Welfare and Insdtutions Code. 

Advise the county drug program administrator on policies and goals of the county drug program and on any other reiated 
maners the drug program administrator refers to it, or which are raised by the advisory board. 

Review and approve the procédures used to insure citizen and professional involvement at ail stages of the planning process 
leading to the formulation and adoption of the county drug portion of the counry Short-Doyle plan. 

Review and fonnuiate positions on pertinent fédéral, staie and local jxslicies. regulations and législation relaiing to drug abuse 
treatment, prevention and control and communicate such positions to the appropriate public bodies. (Ord. No. 2779.) 
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Sec. 2—142. Composition of the board; manner of appointment of members; vacancies. 

The board shall be composed of the foUowing members: 

(1) Rfteen members, who are to be appointed for a term of three years, staggered so that the terms of approximateiy one- 
third of the members expire each year. 

(2) At least two members from each supervisorial district to be appointed by the Board of Supervisors; the remaining five 
members to be appointed by the Board of Supervisors need not come from any paiticuiar district. Members shail hâve a professional 
interest in, or personal commiiment to, alleviating dnig abuse in their community. The membership shall include représentatives 
from various économie, social and occupational gioups and shall be broadly représentative of the démographie characteristics of 
the county and shall contain members meeting the requirements of Pénal Code section I3862(a)(4). 

The board shall be independent from any other advisory body established pursuant to any provision of state law. However, the 
board shall coordinate its efforts, where appropriate, with odier county advisory bodies concemed with drug problems. 
The board shail not include in its membership any person, or his or her spouse, who is any of the following: 

(a) A member of a board of directors or advisory body or employée of any county or city operated or county or city contract 
provider of drug services in receipt of dnig piogram funds from the State. 

(b) A direct rcçipient of any state drug abuse funds puisuant to a contract v^rith the State, which shall include compensation 
for contracted services or membership on an advisory body or board of directors of such récipient agency. 

(c) A member of the Board of Supervisors or a person on the staff of a member of the Board of Supervisors. 

(d) An employée of the County Department of Mental Health Services; provided, however, that pursuant to Pénal Code section 
13862(a)(4), the County Drug Program Adminisirator shall become an additional I6th member whenever a matter cornes before 
the Board requiring review by a comminee where the County Drug Program Administrator is required by law to be a member. 
Except for such cases, the County Drug Program Administrator shall not be a member of the Drug Abuse Advisory Board. (Ord. 
.No. 3993, 1989.) 

Sec. 2—143. Composition of ttie board; vacancies: 

Vacancies shall be filled by appointment by the Board of Supervisors for the unexpired term of the member replaced. Members 
shall serve until a successor is appointed except in the event that prior to the expiration of his or her term. a member ceases to 
retain the status which qualifîed him or her for appointment to the board, his or her membership on the board shall immediately 
terminate and there shall be a vacancy on the advisory board to be fîlled by the Board of Supervisors. 

. A vacancy shall exist and shall be reported to the Board of Supervisors whenever a member fails to attend more than three 
consécutive regular meetings of the board withoui good cause as deiermined by the chairperson of the board and entered on the 
minutes of the board. 

Members of the board may be removed for cause pursuant to standards adopted by the board and approved by the Board of Supervi- 
sors. 

Persons previously appointed as members of the drug abuse advisory commirtee pursuant to Section 5606.5 of the State Weifare 
and Institutions Code shall become members of the board and shall continue to serve until the expiration of their terms. provided 
they meet the other conditions for membership required pursuant to this ordinance. (Ord. No. 2779.) 

Sec. 2—144. Organization: offices and committees. 

A chairperson and vice-chairperson shall be elected by the majority vote of the board. The chairperson shall prcside over board 
meetings and shall act as the officiai representative of the board. 

Comminees of the board shall include such standing or spécial committees as the board may appoint to carry out its functions 
and duties. The actions and recommendations of the committees shall not be deemed the action of the board and shall in no way 
bind the board or its members. (Ord. No. 2779.) 
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Sec. 2—145. Meetings. 

The board shall meet ai leasr bimonthiy at a regulariy estabiished time and place. Ail meetings of ihe board shall be open to 
the public and shall be subject to the provisions of Chapter 9 (commencing wiih Section 54950) of Pan I. Division 2. Title 5 of 
the Government Code, relating to meetings of local agencies. 

Notification of any change in the time or place of meetings shall be gjven three days in advance lo members and to the Board 
of Super\-isors. 

Subject to notification requirements, spécial meetings of the board may be called ai any lime by the chairperson or by a majority 
of the members. (Ord. No. 2779.) 

Sec. 2—146. Work program and reporting to the Board of Supervisors. 

The annual Couniy Plan for Drug Abuse Services shall be submined to the Board of Supervisors and shall be deemed to satisfy 
county requirements for submission of board work schedule and status reports. 

The board shall submii such other reports and recommendations to the Board of Supenisors as is necessary in discharging its 
duties and responsibilities and in responding to the directions of the Board of Supervisors. (Ord. .No. 2779.) 

Sec. 2—147. ReimbursemenL 

Members of the board shall serve without compensation but may receive reimbursemeni for necessary travel and other e.xpenses 
încurred in the officiai duty as provided by the Board of Suf^rvisors. (Ord. No. 2779.) 

Sec. 2—148. Administrative staff. 

The Board of Supervisors shall provide for staff as it deems necessary to support the activiiies of the board. (Ord. No. 2779.) 

Article XV. Saie of Surplus Real Property. 

Sec. 2—150. Authorization. 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Sonoma, pursuant to provisions of Government Code section 25539. hereby authorizes 
and directs the Direaor of the General Services Department, or his duiy authorized représentative, to conduci proposed sales of 
surplus real property beionging to the County of Sonoma. (Ord. No. 3035. §1.) 

Sec. 2—151. Location. 

The saie may be conducied at either the property site or some other convenient location as determined by the Director of General 
Services or his désignée. (Ord. No. 3035, §1.) 

Sec. 2— 152. Procédure. 

Except as to the person conducting the sale and the location at which the sale is to be conducted, ail of the provisions of 
Government Code sections 25526 to 25539 shall be applicable, including those provisions relating to: 

(1) the adoption of the résolution of intent; 

(2) the giving of nonce of the adoption of the resolution and the time and place of sale: 

(3) the examination of the proposais and acceptance of the highest bid: 

(4) the procédure for calling for oral bids; 

(5) the acceptance or rejection of bids. (Ord. No. 3035, §1.) 

Sec. 2—153. Approval by board. 

Any fmal acceptance of the bid by the person conducting the sale shall be subject to the approval of the Board of Supervisors 
by rcsolution authorizing and directing the exécution of the deed as provided in Government Code section 25535. (Ord. No. 3035, 
§1.) 
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Article XVI. CountyClerk. 
Sec. 2-160. County clerk's office hours. 

The office of the county clerk may be open in addition to regular business hours of 8:00 a-m. to 5:00 p.m., at the 
discrétion of the county clerk, for the iimited purpose of soiemnizing mairiages and issuing marriage licenses. (Ord. 
No. 3180 § 3; Ord. No'. 3072 § 1.) 

Sec. 2-161. Repealed by Ord. No. 4275. 

Sec. 2-162. Trial jury fées. 

The compensation for a trial juror for each day's attendance in a criminal or civil case in the superior and municipal 
court shall be ten dollars (S 10.00) for each day's attendance. A trial juror shall be reimbursed for miieage at the rate 
of fifteen cents ($0.15) per mile for each mile necessarily traveled in attending court, in going only. (Ord. No. 3390 
§ 1.) 

Sec. 2-163. Repealed by Ord. No. 4275. 

Article XVII. Procédure for Leasing County Real Property. 

Sec. 2-170. Authorization. 

The board of supervisors of the county of Sonoma, pursuant to the provisions of Government Code Section 25537, 
hereby prescribes procédures for the leasing of real property belonging to Sonoma County. (Ord. No. 4647 § 3, 1993: 
Ord. No. 3309 § 1.) ' 

Sec. 2-171. Procédure for leasing county realty. 

The board of supervisors shall either accept the highest proposai for the proposed lease submitted in response to a 
call for bids posted in at least three (3) public places for not less than fifteen (15) days and published for not less than 
two (2) weeks in a newspaper of gênerai circulation, or reject ail bids, except that leases of a duraiion not exceeding 
five (5) years and having an estimated monthly rental of not exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) shall be 
excluded from the bidding procédure. Procédures for such excluded leases are set forth in Section 2-172. (Ord. No. 4647 
§ 3, 1993: Ord. No. 3309 § 1.) 

Sec. 2-172. Excluded leases. 

The board of supervisors authorizes the Sonoma County gênerai services director to exécute, on behalf of the county, 
leases where the actual monthly rental in the executed lease shall not exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) and the 
tenn of the executed lease shall not exceed five (5) years and the lease is not renewable. (Ord. No. 4647 § 3, 1993: Ord. 
No. 3309 § 1.) 

Article XVlll. Picture Arcade Commission Established and Duties E>efîned. 

Sec. 2-180. Purpose. 

The picture arcade commission is hereby created. The purpose of the picture arcade commission is to render décisions 
granting, denying or revoking permits for the opération of picture arcades. The commission shall consist of five (5) 
persons appointed by the board of supervisors. Each member of the board of supervisors shall nominate one (1) member. 
(Ord. No. 3469 § 3; Ord. No. 3371 § 3.) 
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Sec. 2-181. Term. 

The terni of each member of the commission shall be cotenninous with the tenn of his nominating supervisor and 
shall serve at the pleasure of the board of supervisors. Each member shall, notwithstanding the foregoing provisions 
of this subsection, serve until the appointment and qualification of his successor. (Ord. No. 3469 § 3; Ord. No. 3371 
§3.) 

Sec. 2-182. Conduct of business. 

The picture arcade conmiission shall designate one of its members as chainnan and may adopt rules as it deems 
necessary for the orderly conduct of its business. Three (3) members of the commission shall constitute a quorum. (Ord. 
No. 3469 § 3; Ord. No. 3371 § 3.) 

Sec. 2-183. Sheriff as ex officio secretary. 

The sheriff shall serve as ex officio secretary of the commission, shall assist in giving notices, providing meeting rooms 
and like services, incidental to the discharge of the commission's duties. (Ord. No. 3469 § 3; Ord. No. 3371 § 3; Ord. 
No. 3369.) 

Article XIX. Mobilehome Park Space Rent Stabiiization. 

Sec. 2-190. Findings and purpose. 

(a) In 1985, the board of supervisors recognized that a seiious problem of rapidly increasing mobilehome park space 
rents existed in the unincorporated aieas of Sonoma County. In 1986, the board retained an experienced consultant, 
Connerly and Associates, Inc., to conduct a market survey of mobilehome parks and mobilehome park résidents in the 
county. 

(b) In January, 1987, Connerly and Associates, Inc., submitted to the board a written report detailing their findings, 
which were as foUows: 

(1) The majority of mobilehomes in the county are locaied in rented spaces in mobilehome parks. 

(2) In the unincorporated area of the county, there are seventy-five (75) mobilehome parks containing three 
thousand six hundred fifty-nine (3,659) spaces (in 1986). 

(3) Mobilehomes in mobilehome paiks provide an important alternative form of housing for a substantial number 
of county résidents. 

(4) The majority of mobilehome park résidents are âge sixty-five (65) or older. 

(5) The médian income of mobilehome park résidents in unincorporated county areas is fourteen thousand dollars 
($14,000.00)/year, which is defined by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development as "lower" income 
(in 1986). 

(6) In the unincorporated county areas, about forty-three percent (43%) of mobilehome park résidents are defined 
as "very low" income récipients according to the HUD définition of that term (in 1986). 

(7) Seventy percent (70%) of mobilehome park résident households hâve at least one retired member whose 
primary source of income is social security payments. 

(8) During the past three (3) years, médian mobilehome park space rents hâve increased by eighteen and one-tenth 
percent (18.1%). 

(9) A majority of mobilehome park résidents in the county pay more than twenty-five percent (25%) of their 
income for housing. 

(10) A large majority of mobilehome park résidents own the mobilehomes which they occupy and many of thèse 
résidents hâve substantial loan payments to meet in addition to rent payments. 

(11) The médian estimated sales value of a mobilehome in a mobilehome park exceeds thirty thousand dollars 
($30,000.00). 

(12) Many mobilehome park résidents were bom in Sonoma County or hâve lived in the county for ten (10) years 
or more. 

(13) The vacancy rate among mobilehome park spaces is 0.3 percent (in 1986). 
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(14) The cost of moving a mobilehome is in the range of two thousand nine hundred dollars (52,900.00) lo four 
thousand dollars ($4,000.00) or more (in 1986). 

(c) The board of supervisors reviewed the above conclusions on March 16, 1987 and found them to be tme and correct. 
In reviewing a new rent control survey prepared by Conneriy and Associates in early 1992, the board of supervisors 
continues to find a profound need for continued mobilehome space, and, in spécial circumstances, recreational vehicie 
space rent control. The board of supervisors finds the 1992 survey, its data and its conclusions to be true and correct, 
and takes pardcular note of the foUowing: 

(1) Mobilehomes and manufactured housing hâve represented an affordable form of shelter to millions of 
Califomians with modest incomes. This has been especially true for elderiy persons living on fixed social security or 
letirement incomes. 

(2) A vacancy rate of 1.2 percent in 1991 and vacancy rates of typically one percent or less over the past five 
(5) years hâve given mobilehome parkowners a virtual oligopoly where market forces do not influence space rental 
pricing. 

(3) Typical moving cosîs for mobilehomes fiom one mobilehome park to another (if vacant spaces could be 
located) range from approximately fîve thousand dollars ($5,000.00) to nine thousand four hundred dollars ($9,400.00) 
depending upon the size of the mobilehome. 

(4) The average annual rent increase proposed by park owners between 1987 and 1991 was 13.2 percent per 
annum. Pursuant to the rent stabilizadon ordinance, on average less than half the proposed percentage rent increase was 
authoiized duiing those years. 

(5) Persons over sixty-fïve (65) comprised over half of the mobilehome park population. 

(6) Of those survey respondents reporting their level of income, forty-three percent (43%) were very low-income 
(fîfty (50) percent or less of the médian county income), and twenty-seven percent (27%) were lower-income (fifty 
percent (50%) to eighty percent (80%) of the médian county income). 

(7) Few résidents reported substantiel assets which they could diaw iqxjn to meet future housing expenses. Fewer 
than half of the respondents had thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) or more in assets (excluding the value of their 
mobilehomes). 

(8) Under the county 's voluntaiy médiation program between 1985 and 1987, park owners proposed annual rent 
increases averaging 9.6 percent, nearly four times the rate of gênerai price increases according to the CPl for Sonoma 
County. After mandatory arbitration was established, and the cuirent rent control ordinance adopted, requested rent 
increases were generally twice or more of the approved rent increases. Approved rent increases, on the average, began 
to mirror the CPl. 

(9) The mobilehome space rent stabilization program has succeeded in its broad objectives and should be expanded 
to address addidonal problem areas. 

(10) The board of supervisors finds that it would be désirable to include long-tenn recreational vehicie space tenants 
in mobilehome parks under the rent stabilization program. Such tenants in mobilehome parks appear to be similarly 
situated to mobilehome tenants except for the vefaicular character of their dwellings. Although mobile, recreational 
vehicles in mobilehome parks are **irapped" by the îow vacancy rate within mobilehome parks. Transient recreational 
vehicie parks are not amenable to the type of pernianent residency needs of permanent recreational vehicie space tenants. 

(11) The board of supervisors finds that it would be désirable to provide prospective mobilehome park tenants 
with an option to choose between a long-teim lease and a periodic tenancy of less Ûian one year in duration. The terms 
offered under typical long-term leases by some parkowners are excessively long, oppressive, one-sided adhésion 
agreements. Such an option furthers a legitimate govemmental objective and is not in conflict with or preempted by 
State law. 

(12) The board of supervisors finds thaï, on average, several dozen mobilehomes are sold or offered for sale each 
year in Sonoma County. The sale of thèse mobilehomes on site subjects mobilehome coach owners to unreasonably 
suppressed resale rates due to oppressively high rental adjustments upon rent decontrol. The board of supervisors finds 
that it would be désirable to provide vacancy control in its rent stabilization program as hereunder provided. 

(13) The need for effective and fair mobilehome park space rent stabilization continues to exist in Sonoma County 
in 1992 as it did in 1986. 

(d) The puipose of this article is to stabilize the rate of mobilehome park space rental in order to: 

(1) Prevent exploitation of the shortage of vacant mobilehome park spaces; 

(2) Prevent excessive and unreasonable mobilehome park space rent increases; 
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(3) Rectiiy the dispaiity of bargaining power wfaich exists between mobiiehome park résidents and mobilehome 
park owners; 

(4) Provide mobilehome park owners with a guaranteed raie of annual space rem increase which accurately reflects 
die rate of inflation and increases in their expenses; and 

(5) Provide a process for ensuiing mobilehome park owners a fair, just and reasonable rate of retum on their parks 
in cases where the guaranteed annual space rent increase provided by thîs article proves insufficient. 

(e) Based upon additional insights, it also seeks to: 

(1) Provide continued rent control through the transfer of a mobilehome-on-site (i.e. on the mobilehome pad) to 
a new mobilehome owner to prevent exploiiative rental increases that took place when vacancy decontrol was tiied in 
earher versions of this article; 

(2) Provide space rent stabilization protection to tenants of recreational vehicles occupying spaces in mobilehome 
parks for more than nine (9) months in récognition of the spécial status conferred by the Recreational Vehicle Park 
Occupancy Laws to such long-term residencies under Civil Code Section 799.45(b) and their similarity to mobilehome 
tenancies. 

(3) Provide options in the duration of tenancies to prospective mobilehome tenants to prevent oppressive adhésion 
contracts from being imposed upon new park tenants. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Qrd. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. 
No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Qrd. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-191. Définitions. 

(a) "Affected tenants" means those tenants whose space is not covered by a valid lease meeting the requirements as 
outhned in Section 798.17(b) of the Califomia Civil Code or otherwise legally exempt from local rent control régulation. 
Such tenants aie to be notified that a space rent increase is to become effective. For pxnposes of providing notice of 
the increase, providing copies of the rent stabilization ordinance, and support of a rent arbitiation pétition, each space 
subject to a rental increase shall be deemed to hâve only one "affected tenant" for administrative convenience to the 
parkowners. The référence to "ail affected tenants" will lefer to one représentative tenant from each space subjea to 
the proposed rental increase. 

(b) "Arbitrator" means a person (1) who is neitiier a tenant as that tsnn is defined in this article nor who has an interest 
in a mobilehome park of a nature that would require disqualification under the provisions of the Political Reform Act 
if the person were an elected state officiai and (2) a person whom the cleik of the Sonoma County Mobilehome Space 
Rent Stabilization Program (see subsection (e) below) détermines meets one the following criteria: 

(i) Completion of a Juris Doctor or équivalent degree from a school of law and compietion of a formai course 
of training in arbiîration which, in the sole judgment of the clerk of the Sonoma County Mobilehome Space Rent 
Stabilization Program, provides that person with the knowledge and skills to conduct a space rent dispute arbitrarion 
in a professional and success^ manner; or 

(ii) Completion of at least three (3) arbitrarion proceedings for a Superior Court or other public entity that involved 
issues the clerk of the Sonoma County Mobilehome Space Rent Stabilization Program finds similar to those raised in 
space rent dispute arbitrations; 

(iii) Served as a Califomia Superior or Municipal Court pro tempore judge. 

(c) *3ase rent" means the authorized rent, calculated pursuant to the provisions of Section 2- 192, plus any rent increase 
allowed under this chapter or any rent adjustment aniibutable to vacancy decontrol as provided in Section 2-21 1. 

(d) Reserved. 

(e) "Clerk" means the clerk of the Sonoma County Mobilehome Space Rent Stabilization Program, who shall be the 
Director of the Sonoma County community development commission or his or her désignée. 

(f) "Capital improvements" means those improvements that materialiy add to the value of the property and appreciably 
prolong ils usefùl life or adapt it to new uses, and which may be amortized over the useful remaining life of the 
improvement to the property. The term "capital improvements" does not include those costs associated with the normal 
maintenance and upkeep of facilities and premises which were reasonably intended to be part of considération provided 
by the mobilehome park as rent Substantial rehabilitation of the park that is necessitated as a resuit of the parkowner's 
neglect, permissive waste, defeired maintenance or acts of God shall not be regarded to be capital improvements to the 
extent that they restore facilities and premises to the conditions reasonably bargained for by the mobilehome park tenants. 
Proposed capital improvements claims must set forth an amortization table spreading the cost of the improvement over 
its proven useful life. Such costs must be separately itemized, if ^proved, on the monthiy rent invoice. Monthly rent 
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shall be decreased for such amortized capital improvement expansés at the end of the amordzation period. Failure to 
do so shall be regarded to be an unauthorized increase in renL Capital improvements musi be for the primary benefii, 
use and enjoyment of the tenants of the entire park, and costs must be allocated over ail beneficiaries of the improvement. 
(g) "Consumer price index" means Consumer Price Index for ail urban consumers San Francisco-Oakland Area, 
published by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

(h) "Housing service" means a service provided by the owner related to the use or occupancy of a mobilehome space, 
which is neither a capital improvement nor substantiel rehabilitation as those terms are defined herein, including but 
not limited to, repairs, replacement, maintenance, painting, lighting, heat, water, iaundiy facilities, refuse removal, 
recreational facilities, parking, secuiity service and employée services. 

(i) "Mobilehome" means a structure designed for human habitation and for being moved on a street or highway under 
permit pursuant to Section 35790 of the Califomia Vehicle Code. "Mobilehome" includes a manufactured home, as 
defined in Section 18007 of the Califomia Health and Safety Code, and a mobile home, as defined in Section 18008 
of the Califomia Health and Safety Code, but does not include a recreational vehicle, as defined in Section 799.24 of 
the Califomia Civil Code and Section 18010 of the Califomia Health and Safety Code, or a commercial coach, as defined 
in section 1 800 1 .8 of the Califomia Health and Safety Code except when such a vehicle has continuousiy remained within 
a mobilehome park for a period in excess of nine (9) months. 

(j) "Mobilehome park" means any area of land within the unincoiporated areas of the County of Sonoma where two 
(2) or more mobilehome spaces are rented, or held out for rent, to accommodate mobilehomes used for human habitation. 

(k) 'Tvlobilehome park owner" means any owner, iessor, or sublessor of a mobilehome park in the unincoiporated 
areas of the County of Sonoma who receives or is entitied to receive rent for the use or occupancy of any mobilehome 
space thereof, and the représentative, agent or successor of such owner, Iessor or sublessor, and who reports to the 
Internai Revenue Service any income received or loss of income resulting fiom such ownership or claims any expenses, 
crédits or déductions because of such ownership. 

(1) **Mobilehome space" means any site within a mobilehome park located in the unincorporated areas of the county 
of Sonoma intended, designed or used for the location or accommodation of a mobilehome and any accessory structures 
or appurtenances attached thereto or used in conjonction therewith except (1) sites rented together and concunently with 
a mobilehome provided by the Mobilehome park owner and (2) "new construction" as defined by Civil Code Section 
798.45. The tenn ^'mobilehome space" shall also include, for pmposes of this article and accompanying fee ordinance, 
rentable spaces within mobilehome parks which hâve been occupied by a "recreational vehicle" as defined by Civil Code 
Section 799.24 for a period of nine (9) months or more. 

(m) **Mobilehome space tenanf ' means a tenant, subtenant, lessee, or subiessee, or any other person entitied to the 
use or occupancy of any mobilehome space not otherwise a party to a rental agreement exempt from régulation under 
this article pursuant to Civil Code Section 798.17. 

(n) "Net operating income" means net operating income as defined in Section 2-200(a) of this article. 

(o) "Owner" means a mobilehome park owner. 

(p) *Tarty," as used in this article, refers to any affected mobilehome tenant and/or owner involved in proceedings 
under ihis article. 

(q) 'Tercent change in consumer price index" means the annual percent change in tiie Consumer Price index ("CPF'), 
calculated to the nearest tenth, published for the month of July, issued in the month of AugusL In the event that an index 
is not published for the month of July, the closest preceding month for which an index is published shall be used. It 
is the intent of this article to fix the CPI in the beginning of the fiscal year, for the rest of that fiscal year barring an 
unforseen failure to publish a CPI for the month of July. 

(r) **Rent" means mobilehome space renL 

(s) "Rent increase" means any additional space rent demanded of or paid by a tenant for a mobilehome space including 
any réduction in housing services without a corresponding réduction in the amount demanded or paid for rent Such 
increase shall be (1) unifoim in percentage rate relative to current base rent or (2) uniform in dollar amount relative 
to base renL Failure to reduce rent at the end of an amortization period for a c^ital improvement or for separaieîy billed 
utilities will also be regarded to constitute an unauthorized rent increase for the purposes of this article. 

(t) **Rent stabilization administration fee" means the fee established from time to time by resolution of the board of 
supervisors in accordance with the provisions of Section 2-204 herein. 

(u) "Space rent" means the total considération, including any bonus, benefit or gratuity, demanded or received by a 
mobilehome park owner for or in connection with the use or occupancy of a mobilehome space or any housing services 
provided with the mobilehome space. Space rent shall not include any amount paid for the use or occupancy of a 
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mobilehome dwelling unit, unless the amount paid for the use or occupancy of a mobilehome is or includes considération 
paid to a mobilehome park owner under a rental agreement or other document evidencing tenancy of the mobilehome. 

(v) "Substantial rehabilitation" means that work done by an owner to a mobilehome space or to the common areas 
of the mobilehome park, exclusive of a capital improvement as that term is defined herein, the value of which exceeds 
two hundred dollars ($200.00) and which is perfonned whetfaer to secure compliance with any state or local law or to 
repair damage resulting from fire, earthquake, or other casualty or natural disaster, to the extent such work is not 
reimbursed by Insurance. 

(w) 'Tenant" means mobilehome space tenant. 

(x) 'Tenant-to-be" means a person who is not currently a tenant in a mobilehome park but is a prospective mobilehome 
space tenant who desires the use of a mobilehome space as defined in this chapter and has presented himself/herself 
to the parkowner as such. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ôrd. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. 
No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Oïd. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988; Ord. No. 3823, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-192. Base rent — Initial calculation. 

Except as hereinafter provided, an owner shaU not demand, accept or retain rent for a mobilehome space exceeding 
the rent in effect for such space on the effective date of the oïdinance codified in this chuter. If a previously rented 
mobilehome space was not rented on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, the owner shall not, 
except as hereinafter provided, demand, accept or retain rent for such space exceeding the rent in effect during the iast 
month the space was rented prior to the effective date of the oïdinance codified in this chapter. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 
1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: 
Ord. No. 3910, 1988; Ord. No. 3823, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-193. Residential rent increase limitations. 

(a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section, from and after August 22, 1992 or the effective date 
of the ordinance codified in this chapter, which ever should be eariier, the space rent payable for use or occupancy of 
any mobilehome space shall not be increased, in any twelve (12) month period, more than once. Such increase shall 
not exceed: 

(i) One hundred percent (100%) of the percent change in the Consumer Price Index; or 
(ii) Six (6) percent, whichever may be less. 

(b) If a park owner wishes to apponion to each space on a pa-o rata basis the allowable percentage of any currenî rent 
stabilization administration fee, in addition to any increase of space rent in accordance with subsection (a) of this section, 
the following provision shall ^ply: 

(i) The owner shall provide to ail affected tenants documentadon supporting the allowable amount to be collected 
in order to recover a portion of rent stabilization administration fées. At a minimum such documentation shall include: 
billing notices or other équivalent documents from the county imposing the rent stabilization administration fee; a copy 
of Section 2-204 of this article which authorizes the apporrionment of rent stabilization administration fées; the 
calculations used by the owner to ^portion the cost of the allowable percentage among the affected tenants. In addition, 
the owner shall provide ail affected tenants with the address and tel^hone number of the clerk and the fact that the 
affected tenant is encouraged to contact the clerk for an explanation of the provisions of this article. 

(ii) A rent increase approved pursuant to the provisions of this subsection and in accordance with the procédure 
set forth in Section 2-195 of this article shall not be considered part of the rent base upon which future rent increases 
can be made. 

(c) In the event an owner wishes to increase the rent payable for any mobilehome space within a twelve (12) month 
period more than the amount pennitted in subsection (a) of this section for any reason other than that stated in subsection 
(b) of this section, the procédures set forth in Sections 2-194 and 2-195 shall be followed. In the event an owner wishes 
to increase the rent payable for any mobilehome space within a twelve (12) month period more than three hundred 
percent (300%) of the percent change in the Consumer Price Index, a mandatory meet-and-confer meeting and arbitration 
shaJl automatically be required to show good cause why such an increase is necessary. The arbitrator may reduce this 
proposed increase to a figure determined upon the évidence submitted by the parkowner or his représentative to be a 
fair retum upon investment. 
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(d) A notice of rent increase given by an owner pursuant to subsections (a), (b) or (c) of this section shall be given 
in writing at least ninety (90) days before any rent increase is to take effecL 

(e) A notice of rent increase incorporating within it a proposed capital improvement which is not otherwise authorized 
as a pass-through pursuant to Civil Code Section 798.49 must be claimed within twelve months of the completion of 
the Project, construction or final billing. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Qrd. No. 4919 § 1 (paît), 1996: Ord. No. 4811 § 
1, 1994; Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-194. Information to be supplied to tenants and tenants-to-be. 

(a) Within thirty (30) days after the operati ve date of the ordinance codified in this section and upon rerenting of each 
mobilehome space thereafter, the owner shall suppiy each affected tenant or tenant-to-be with a current copy of this 
article. 

(b) Whenever the owner serves a notice of rent increase, except a notice of rent increase provided pursuant to Section 
2-193(a) of this article, the owner shall at the same time and in the same manner serve the affected tenant or tenant-to-be 
with a notice that sets forth ail of the foHowing information: 

(1) The amount of the rent increase both in dollars and as a percentage of existing rent and documentation 
supporting the level of increase desired, includîng at a minimum: a summary of the unavoidable increases in maintenance 
and operating expenses; a statement of the cost, nature, amoitization, and allocation among mobilehome spaces of any 
substantial rehabilitation or c^ital improvement; a summaiy of the increased cost of the owner's debt service and the 
date and nature of the sale or refinancing transaction; a summary of the owner's net operating income of the preceding 
twenty-four (24) months and other relevant information that supports the level of rent increase desired; 

(2) The identity of ail other affected tenants and the spaces which they rent and a roster of tenants in the park 
occupying recreational vehicles in place for more than nine (9) months; 

(3) The address and téléphone number of the clerk and: (a) the fact that the tenant is encouraged to contact the 
clerk for an explanation of the provisions of this article; (b) documentation supporting the level of increase is on file 
with the clerk; 

(4) A copy of the officiai pétition form as piepared and provided by the clerk which initiâtes the process 
estabiished by this article; 

(5) In addition, parkowner shall place on file with the cierk two (2) copies of: documentation supporting the level 
of increase desired, includîng at a minimum: a summary of the unavoidable increases in maintenance and operating 
expenses; a statement of the cost, nature, amortization, and allocation among mobilehome spaces of any substantial 
rehabilitation or c^ital improvement; a summary of the increased cost of the owner's debt service and the date and 
nature of the sale or refinancing transaction; a summaiy of tiie owner's net operating income of the preceding twenty-four 
(24) months and other relevant information that supports the level of rent increase desired. Thèse documents will be 
available for inspection at the offices of the Sonoma County community deveiopment commission; 

(6) If applicable, notification that the proposed rent increase exceeds tfaree hundred percent (300%) of the change 
in the Consumer Price Index, and that arbitration is deemed automatically required by the provisions of Section 2-193(c) 
without any need to file an arbitration pétition. Such notices shall bear the following language: "ARBITRATION OF 
THE PROPOSED INCREASE IS AUTOMATICALLY REQUIRED IN TfflS MATTER BY OPERAHON OF LAW." 
Erroneous use of this notice shall be regarded as an irrévocable stipulation to the juiisdiction of the arbitrator. 

(c) The park owner shall also serve any tenant-to-be as defined in Section 2-19 l(x) with a separate "rental option" 
notice which sets forth the recitations in capital letters set forth in Section 2-196, rights of a *tenant-to-be". 

(d) An owner faîling to provide an affected tenant or tenant-to-be and the clerk with the information, documents, and 
notices required by this section shall not be entided to coUect any rent increase otherwise authorized by tiiis article ft^om 
that tenant nor to any rent increase that might otherwise be awarded by an arbitrator. Such failUie by the owner shall 
be a défense in any action brought by the owner to recover possession of a mobilehome space or to collect any rent 
increase fiom tiie tenant (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (paît), 1996: Ord. No. 4811 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 
4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Qrd. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2>195. The rent dispute résolution process. 

(a) Mandatory Meet-and-Confer Meeting. Except when a parkowner elects rent increases permitted under Section 2- 
193(a), the tenants and parkowners must, within seven (7) working days of the notice of rent increase, meet and confer 
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with each other's représentatives at the offices of the Sonoma County community development commission. Written 
notice of the time, place and date of the meeting should be arranged within forty-eight (48) working hours of the notice 
of rent increase. If the parkowners or tenants fail to agrée on the time, place and date of the hearing within that forty- 
eight (48) hour span and provide due notice to the clerk, the meeting shall be set at the convenience of the clerk. At 
the meeting, représentatives of the parties should exchange documentary évidence that the parties in good faith then know 
will be used to support their respective positions in an arbitration and discuss the issues in dispute. In the case of a 
parkowner, ail financial data upon which any proposed increase is claimed shall be supplied to tenant représentatives 
at the time of the meet-and-confer meeting. 

(1) Sanctions. A parkowner's faiiure to provide the minimum information required by this article set forth under 
subsection (a)(2) of this section or attend the hearing shall require the clerk to suspend furthér proceedings under this 
article. The parkowner's application for a rent increase under such circumstances shall be deemed defective, without 
force or effect, and deemed withdrawn. Renoticing of the increase shall be required to reinitiate an application for rent 
increase. 

(2) Minimum Meet-and-Confer Information. The parkowner bas a duty to provide adéquate information to the 
tenants regarding the park' s net operating income suffïcient for a reasonably sophisticated inquiry into the financial status 
of the parkowner's business. This will consist of true and accurate book entries or other compétent évidence of gross 
income inciuding, but not limited to, gross rents, interest upon security and cleaning deposits, income from ancillary 
services (submetering of utilities, laimdiy fadlities, etc.) and true and accurate book entries or other compétent évidence 
of operating expenses inciuding, but not limited to, license fées, property taxes, utilities, insurance, management expenses, 
landlord performed labor, building and grounds maintenance, légal fées, auto and truck expenses, employée benefits, 
pennits, refiise removal, groimd lease payments, and similar additional expenses. 

(b) Pétition. If discussions between owner and tenants do not résolve the dispute between them, the tenants or their 
représentative shall file with the clerk a pétition for space rent review and a copy of the notice of rent increase, if 
available, within twenty-one (21) days after tiie date upon which the rent increase notice is received. The clerk shall 
not accept a pétition for fiiing unless it has been signed by at least fifty-one percent (51%) of ail affected tenants. Upon 
the filing of a pétition, the rent increase is not effective and may not be collected until and to the extent it is awarded 
by an arbitrator or until the pétition is abandoned. As used herein, the term "abandoned" refers to lack of prosecution 
of the arbitration by the mobilehome tenants' representanve(s). An automatic arbitration basied upon a three hundred 
percent (300%) CPI increase will not require active tenant prosecution, although such prosecution will not be prohibited. 
The lerm "prosecution" refers to actively pursuing necessary steps toward preparing the tenants' case for the arbitration 
hearing. 

(c) Contents of Pétition. 

(1) The pétition for space rent review shall set forth the total number of affected rented spaces in the mobilehome 
park, shall identify the space occupied by each tenant and shall state the date upon which the notice of the rent increase 
was received by the tenant(s). 

(2) After obtaining the required signatures, the tenant(s) shall deliver the pétition or mail it by registered or 
certifîed mail to the clerk at the foUowing address: Community Development Commission, 1440 Guemeville Road, Santa 
Rosa., Califomia 95403 (or successor address or agency). No pétition shall be accepted unless it is accompanied by the 
requisite number of signatures and is received in the office of the clerk within the twenty-one (21) day period set forth 
in paragraph (b) above. The clerk shall provide a copy of the completed pétition form to both parties and the arbitrator 
forthwith or within five (5) working days. 

(d) Information Questionnaire. After the cleri: has accepted a pétition for space rent review, the clerk shall remit to 
the owner and tenants an information questionnaire in such form as the clerk may prescribe. The completed information 
questionnaire must be retumed to the clerk at least five (5) working days prior to the date scheduled for hearing of the 
pétition by the arbitrator. Copies of the completed information questionnaire shall be provided to the arbitrator and the 
opposing party. 

(e) Assignment of Arbitrator and Hearing Date. Upon receipt of the pétition, or in the event of an automatic arbitration, 
or upon an affected tenant' s claim of a vacancy control violation where an unauthorized rent increase has been sought, 
the clerk shall, within five (5) working days, assign an arbitrator. The clerk shall set a date for the arbitration hearing 
no sooner than five (5) nor later than ten (10) working days after the arbitrator is assigned. The owner and affected 
tenant(s) shall be notified immediately in writing by the clerk of the date, time and place of the hearing and this notice 
shall be served either in person or by ordinary mail. 

(f) Arbitration Hearing. 
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(1) The owner and tenant(s) may appear at the hearing and offer oral and documentary évidence. Both the owner 
and tenant(s) may designate a représentative or représentatives to appear for them at the hearing. The arbitrator may 
grant or order one (1) continuance not to exceed five (5) days to each party from the date of the hearing. The burden 
of proving that the amount of rent increase is reasonable shall be on the owner by a prépondérance of the évidence. 
The hearing need not be conducted according to technical rules relating to évidence and wimesses. The rules of évidence 
and manner of producing évidence shall be those rules set forth in Section 1 1513 of the Califomia Government Code 
for the conduct of hearings under the Administrative Procédure Act. Thèse rules may be relaxed at the discrétion of 
the arbitrator in the interests of justice. 

(2) The arbitrator shaU, within fourteen (14) days of the hearing, submit by mail a written statement of décision 
and the reasons for the décision to the cierk who shall forthwith distribute by mail copies of the décision to the owner 
and tenant(s). The arbitrator shall détermine the amount of rent increase, if any, which is reasonable based upon ail the 
provisions of this article. 

(3) The arbitrator shall not allow more than one (1) rent increase per park per twelve (12) month period. 

(4) The décision of the arbitrator, rendered in accordance with this section, shall be final and binding upon the 
owner and ail affected tenants. The décision of the arbitrator will be subject to the provision of Code of Civil Procédure 
Section 1094.5. 

(5) Any party may hâve electronic recording equipment or a court reporter présent to record and prépare a 
transcript of the hearing before the arbitrator, however, such equipment or reporter shall be provided at that party's own 
expense. 

(6) The arbitrator is authorized to modify the basic time periods set forth herein at his or her discrétion to promote 
the puiposes of tbis program provided a final décision is rendered within ninety (90) days of the notice of rent increase. 

(7) Any procédural or jurisdictional dispute regarding the processes set forth herein may be decided by the 
arbitrator. 

(g) Tenant's Right to Contact Clerk. The tenant may contact the clerk of the Sonoma County Mobilehome Space Rent 
Stabilization Program for an explanation of the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 
1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-196. Rights of a "tenant-to-be". 

Any person who is a ''tenant-to-be" as defined in Section 2-191(x) must be offered the option of renting a mobilehome 
space in a manner which will permit the "tenant-to-be" to receive the benefits of the Mobilehome Space Rent 
Stabilization Program which includes, but is not limited to, rental of a mobilehome space on a month-to-month basis, 
and a new base rent as set forth in Section 2-21 l(b). Such a person cannot be denied the option of a tenancy twelve 
(12) months or less in duration. The parkowner shall provide each ^'tenant-to-be" with a written notification of the option 
which shall make the following recitation: ^IJNDER SONOMA COUNTY CODE SECTION 2-196 YOU ARE 
LEGALLY ENTTTLED TO ELECT A MONTH-TO-MONIH TENANCY OVER ANY OTHER LONGER PERIODIC 
TENANCY. YOU ARE ADVISED THAT YOU MAY NOT BE ENTITLED TO RENT STABILIZATLON (KENT 
CONTROL) PROGRAM BENEFITS IF YOU ELECT A LEASE OF MORE THAN TWELVE MONTHS IN 
DURATION IF THAT LEASE MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF CIVIL CODE SECTHON 798.17 WHICH HAS 
BEEN ATTACHED HERETO." Any effort to circumvent the requirements of this section shall be unlawful, as well 
as an unfair business practice subject to enforcement under Business and Professions Code Section 17200 et seq. The 
rights set forth above hâve no application to mobilehome spaces subject to a more-than-twelve-month lease. By définition, 
tenants-to-be are prospective "mobilehome space tenants," and such tenants are defined by Section 2-1 91 (m) as excluding 
"a party to a rental agreement exempt from régulation under this article pursuant to Civil Code Section 798.17." (Ord. 
No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992.) 

Sec. 2-197. Subpoena power. 

Subpoenas, inciuding subpoenas duces tecum, requiring a person to attend a particular time and place to testify as a 
wimess, may be issued in connection with any dispute pending before an arbitrator, and shall be issued at the request 
of the clerk, an arbitrator, the tenant(s) or the owner. Subpoenas shall be issued and attested by the clerk of the board 
of supervisors. A subpoena duces tecum shall be issued only upon the fiiing with the clerk of the board of supervisors 
of an affidavit showing good cause for the production of the matters of things desired to be produced, setting forth in 
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full détail the materiality thereof to the issues involved in the proceedings, and stating that ûie witness bas the desired 
matters or things in his or her possession or under hds or her control, and a copy of such affidavit sfaall be served with 
the subpoena. Any subpoena or subpoena duces tecum issued pursuant to the provisions of this article may be served 
in person or by cenified mail, retum receipt requested, and must be servied at least five (5) days before the hearing for 
which the attendance is soughL Service by cenified mail shall be complète on the date of receipt. Any subpoena or 
subpoena duces tecum issued pursuant to the provisions of this article shall be deemed issued by and in the name of 
the board of supervisors of Sonoma County. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 
§ 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-198. Consolidation of pétitions. 

As soon as possible after a pétition has been filed with respect to mobilehome spaces which are within a single park, 
the cierk shall, to the extent possible, consistent with the time limitations provided herein, consohdate pétitions involving 
ten (10) or fewer aifected tenants. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: 
Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-199. Standards of review. 

In evaluating the space increase proposed or imposed by the owner, the foUowing factors may be considered: 

(a) Bénéficiai încreases in maintenance and operating expenses, including but not limited to the reasonable value of 
the owner's labor and any increased costs for services provided by a public agency, public unlity, or quasi-public agency 
or utility, provided, however, that any increased costs in rent stabilization administration fées shall be subject to the 
provisions of Section 2-193(b) and 2-204; 

(b) The substantial rehabilitation or the addition of capital improvements, including the reasonable value of the owner's 
labor, as long as such rehabilitation or improvement has been completed and is: 

(1) Disdnguished fi^om ordinaiy repair or maintenance^ 

(2) For the primary benefit, use and enjoyment of the tenants, 

(3) Permanentiy fixed in place or relatively immobile and dedicated to the use of the property, 

(4) Not coin-operated nor one for which a "use fee" or other charge is imposed on tenants for its use, and 

(5) Cost-factored and amortized over the good faith estimaie of the remaining useful life of the réhabilitation or 
improvement, 

(6) Does not constimte maintenance of the inèastructure of gas or electrical lînes within the mobilehome park 
for which the public utility has permitted the parkowner a spécial premium with the intent that it be used to replace or 
otherwise maintain the System within the mobilehome park; 

(c) Increased costs of debt service due to a sale or involuntary refinancing of the park within twelve (12) months of 
the increase provided that: 

(1) The sale or refinancing is found to hâve been an arm's length transaction, 

(2) The proceeds of such refinancing are found to hâve been used for park improvements or similar park-related 
uses, 

(3) The aggregate amount from which total debt service costs arise constimtes no more than seventy percent (70%) 
of the value of the property as established by a lender's sçpraisal; 

(d) The rental history of the space or the park of which it is a part, including: 

(1) The présence, or absence of past increases, 

(2) The fi-equency of past rent increases, and 

(3) The occupancy rate of the park in comparison to comparable parks in the same gênerai area; 

(e) The physical condition of the mobilehome space or park of which it is a part, including the quantity and quality 
of maintenance and repairs performed during the preceding twelve (12) months; 

(f) Any increase or réduction of housing services since the last rent increase; 

(g) Existing space rents for comparable spaces in comparable parks; 

(h) A decrease in "net operating income" as defined in Section 2-200(a); 
(i) A fair retum on the property prorated among the spaces of the park; 
(j) Other financial information which the owner is willing to provide; 
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(k) Any costs incurred as a resuit oî a natural disaster and only to the extent such costs hâve not been reimbursed 
to the owner by Insurance or other sources. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 
§ 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-200. Net operating income. 

In evaluating a space rent increase imposed by an owner to maintain the owner' s net operating income from the park, 
the following définitions and provisions shall apply: 

(a) "Net operating income" of a mobilehome park means the gross income of the park less the operating expenses 
of the park. 

(b) "Gross income" means the sum of the following: 

(1) Gross space rents, computed as gross space rental income at one hundred percent (100%) occupancy; plus 

(2) Other income generated as a resuit of the opération of the park, including, but not iimited to, fées for services 
acmally rendered; plus 

(3) Revenue received by the park owner from the sale of gas and electricity to park résidents where such utilities 
are billed individually to the park résidents by the park owner. This revenue shall equal the total cost of the utilities 
to the résidents minus the amount paid by the park owner for such utilities to the utility provider, minus 

(4) UncoUected space rents due to vacancy and bad debts to the extent that the same are beyond the park owner' s 
control. UncoUected space rents in excess of three percent (3%) of gross space rent shall be presumed to be unreasonable 
unless established otherwise and shall not be included in Computing gross income. Where uncoUected space rents must 
be estimated, the average of the preceding three (3) years expérience shall be used. 

(c) "Operating expenses" means: 

(1) Real property taxes and assessments; 

(2) Utility costs to the extent that they are included in space rent; 

(3) Management expenses including the compensation of adnùnistrative personnel, including the value of any 
mobilehome space offCTed as part of compensation for such services, reasonable and necessaiy advertising to ensure 
occupancy only, légal and accounting services as permitted herein, and other managerial expenses. Management expenses 
are presumed to be not more than five percent (5%) of gross income, unless established otherwise; 

(4) Noimal repair and maintenance expenses for the grounds and common facilities including but not Iimited to 
landscaping, cleaning and repair of equipment and facilities; 

(5) Owner-perfonned labor in operating or maintaining the park. In addition to the management expenses listed 
above, where the owner perforais managerial or maintenance services which are uncompensated, the owner may include 
the reasonable value of such services. Owner-performed labor shall be Iimited to five percent (5%) of gross income unless 
the arbitrator finds that such a limitation would be substantially unfair in a given case. A park owner must dévote 
substantially ail of his or her time, that is, at least forty (40) hours per week, to performing such managerial or 
maintenance services in order to warrant the full five percent (5%) crédit of his or her labor as an operating expense. 
No crédit for such services shall be authorized imless a park owner documents the hours utilized in performing such 
services and the nature of the services provided; 

(6) Operating supplies such as janitorial supplies, gardening supplies, stationery, and se forth; 

(7) Insurance premiums prorated over the life of tiie policy; 

(8) Other taxes, fées and permits, except as provided in Section 2-204. 

(9) Capital Improvement Costs. Expenditures for capital improvements to upgrade existing facilities shall be an 
allowable operating expense only if the parkowner has: 

(î) Established upon written vérification, or by other compétent évidence to the satisfaction of the arbitrator, 
that the cost of the capital improvements provided to the park tenants, for their gênerai use, are factually correct as 
claimed, 

(ii) Such capital improvements are wholly compensable to the parkowner upon appropriate amortization of 
their cost, together with a reasonable retum upon the capital improvement investment made by the parkowner, 

(iii) Any capital improvement expenses shall be amortized over the reasonable life of the improvement or such 
other period as may be deemed reasonable by the arbitrator under the circumstances. In the event that the capital 
improvement expenditure is necessitated as a resuit of an accident, disaster or other event for which the park owner 
received insurance benefits, only those capital improvement costs otherwise allowable exceeding the insurance benefits 
may be calculated as operating expenses. 
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(10) Involuntaiy Refinancing of Mortgage or Debt Principal. A park owner may, under the provisions of this 
subsection, be able to include certain debt service costs as an operadng expense. Such costs are limited to increases in 
interest payments from those interest payments made during 1986 or the first year such payments were made if the owner 
acquired the park after 1986 which resuit from one or the foUowing situations or the équivalent thereof: 

(i) Refinancing of the outstanding principal owed for the acquisition of a park where such refinancing is 
mandated by the terms of a financing transaction entered into prior to January 1, 1987, for instance, termination of a 
loan with a balloon payment; or 

(ii) Increased interest costs incurred as a resuit of a variable interest rate loan used to finance the acquisition 
of the park and entered into prior to January 1, 1987. 

(11) In refinancing, increased interest shall be permitted to bè considered as an operaiing expense only where the 
park owner can show that the terms of the refinancing were reasonable and consistent with prudent business practices 
under the circumstances. 

(d) Operating expenses shall not include the foUowing: 

(1) Debt service expenses, except as provided in subsection (c)(ll); 

(2) Dépréciation; 

(3) Any expense for which the park owner is reimbursed; 

(4) Attomeys' fées and costs, except printing costs and documentation as required by Section 2-194 only, incurred 
in proceedings befoie an aiiûtrator or in connection with légal proceedings challenging the décision of an aibitrator or 
the validity or applicability of this article. 

(e) Ail operating expenses must be reasonable. Whenever a particular expense exceeds the normal industry or other 
comparable standard, the park owner shall bear the burden of proving the reasonableness of the expense, To the extent 
that an arbitrator finds any such expense to be unreasonable, the arbitrator shall adjust the expense to reflect the normal 
industry or other comparable standard. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 
1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-201. Obligations of the parties. 

(a) If a final décision by an arbitrator finds that a proposed increase or any portion thereof that was previously 
inoperative is justified, the tenant shall pay the amount found justified to the owner within thirty (30) days after the 
décision is made. 

(b) If a fiuial décision by an arbitrator finds that an increased, or any, portion thereof is not justified, the owner shall 
refimd any amount foimd to be unjustified, but that had been paid, to the tenant within thirty (30) days after the décision 
is made. If such refund is not made within thirty (30) days, the tenant may witfahold the amount from the next space 
rent(s) due until the full amount of the refond has been made. Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event that the 
tenancy of tenant is terminated for any reason prior to fiill crédit against rent, the balance of the crédit due the tenant 
shall be paid by the owner within thirty (30) days from the date of the terminations of the tenancy. 

(c) Any sum of money that under the provisions of this section is tiie obUgation of the owner or tenant, as the case 
may be, shall constimte a debt and, subject to the foregoing provisions of this section, may be coliected in any manner 
provided by law for the collection of debts. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 
§ 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-202. Tenant's right of refusai. 

A tenant may refuse to pay any increase in rent which is in violation of this article, provided a pétition has been filed 
and either no final décision has been reached by an arbitrator or the increase has been determined to violate the 
provisions of this article. Such refusai to pay shall be a défense in any action brought to recover possession of a 
mobilehome space or to coUect the rent increase. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 
4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-203. Retaliatory acts — ^Tenant's right to organize. 

No owner may retaliate against a tenant or tenant-to-be for the tenant's or tenant-to-be's assertion or exercise of rights 
under this article in any manner, inciuding but not limited to, threatening to bring or bringing an action to recover 
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possession of a mobilehome space; engaging in any form of harassment that causes a tenant to quit the premises; 
dissuades a tenant-to-be from freely exercising his or her légal options to choose a month-to-month rental; decreasing 
housing services; increasing the space rent; or imposing or increasing a security deposit or any other charge payable 
by a tenanL The tenants hâve a right to organize a tenant' s association without hindrance from the parkowner to exercise 
the rights provided under the provisions of the Sonoma County Code. This association may be referred to as 'Ihe 
parktenant's association at (Park Name) ." (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 
§ 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-203^. Solicitation of any pétitions by the parkowners are without force or légal effect within 
county's program. 

The distribution of a pétition or other documents seeking to hâve mobilehome tenants waive rights, abandon a filed 
pétition or in any way afîea the entitlement of the tenants to participate in the rent stabilization process authorized under 
the Sonoma County Code shall be without force or légal effect within the county's rent stabilization program. Such 
documents shall not affect the right of any tenant to participate in the rights, remédies, procédures and processes set 
forth in this code. Efforts to utilize such documents to discourage participation in the county's rent stabilization program 
may be deemed retaliatoiy. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 2-204. Fées. 

The costs of administration of this article shall be borne by the county of Sonoma; subject to reimbursement of the 
county gênerai fùnd by imposition of a rent stabilization administration fee chargeable against each mobilehome space 
in the county. The park owner who pays thèse fées may pass through fifty percent (50%) of the fées assessed against 
a mobilehome space to the tenant only as set forth herein. This fee pass through must take place no later than twelve 
(12) months after the park owner is billed for the program administration fées. Failure to timely pass through fifty percent 
(50%) of the fées assessed against a mobilehome space wilî resuit in the loss of the park owner' s right to do so. The 
remaining fifty percent (50%) of the fées assessed against a mobilehome space shall not be passed on in any way to 
tenants. Fées passed through to tenants as herein authorized shall not be considered a part of the rent base upon which 
future rent increases can be made. 

The fées imposed by this section shall be paid annually. The time and manner of payment, delinquency stams, and 
assessment and collection of penalties for delinquent payment of the fées imposed by this section shall be as provided 
by separate ordinance of the board of siqpervisors. The clerk shall recommend to the county of Sonoma from time to 
time the amount of such fee and tiie board of supervisors shall adopt such fee by ordinance or resolution. (Ord. No. 
5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 
§ 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-204.5. Exemption from fées. 

Any parkowner who believes that he/she may be entitied to a space fee exemption pursuant to Civil Code Section 
798.17(b), having provided the park tenant with a legally recognized long-term lease which is not subject to rent 
stabilization administration fées, shall provide the clerk with the foUowing documentation: 

(1) The executed lease for each exempt space claimed; 

(2) Amendments to the exempt lease, if any; 

(3) For a newly constructed space, proof that the space was constructed after January 1, 1990 (building permits, etc.). 
(Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992.) 

Sec. 2-205. Nonwaiverabiiity. 

Any provision, whether oral or written, in or pertaining to a rental agreement whereby any provision of this article 
is waived or modified, is against public policy and void, except with respect to any rental agreement complying with 
ail of the terms and conditions set forth in Section 798.17 of the Cllalifomia Civil Code (as amended 1986). (Ord. No. 
5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 
§ 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 
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Sec. 2-206. Penalties and remédies. 

In addition to those penalties and remédies set forth elsewhere in this article, the following remédies shall apply: 
Any owner who demands, accepts, receives or retains any money as lent from a tenant to which the cwner is not 
entitled under the provisions of this article shall be liable to the tenant for any actual damages, attomey's fées and costs 
incurred by the tenant as a conséquence thereof plus a penalty in the sum of three (3) times the amount of money the 
owner accepted, received or retained in violation of the provisions of this article or five faundred dollars ($500.00), 
whichever is greater. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 
4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-207. Rights of affected tenants reserved. 

This article shall not be construed to limit or curtail any other action or proceeding which may be pursued by an 
affected tenant against an owner before any court or other body having jurisdiction thereof. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: 
Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 
3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-208. Repealed by Ordinance No. 4919, Febniaiy, 1996. 

Sec. 2-209. Review by the fooard of supervisors. 

The board of supervisors shall review the effectiveness of this article in addressing the problems giving lise to its 
enactment at least one (1) year from its enactment Notice of the time and place of the board of supervisors' review 
shall be published at least ten (10) days prior to said date in a newspaper of gênerai circulation in the coimty of Sonoma. 
(Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. 
No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-210. Severabilîty. 

This article shall be liberally construed to achieve its puiposes and préserve its validity. If any provision or clause 
of this article or application thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other 
provisions or applications of this article which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to 
this end the provisions of this article are declared to be severable and are intended to hâve independent validity. (Ord. 
No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 
§ 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-211. Vacancy control — Establishment of new base rent 

(a) A mobilehome parkowner shall be pennitted to charge a new base rent for a mobilehome space whenever a lawftil 
space vacancy occurs. For puiposes of this chapter, a lawfùl space vacancy is defined as foUows: 

(1) A vacancy occurring because of the termination of the tenancy of the affected mobilehome tenant in accordance 
with the mobilehome residency law, Califomia Civil Code Sections 798-55 through 798.60, as amended; or 

(2) A vacancy of the mobilehome space arising from the voluntary removal of a mobilehome from the mobilehome 
space by the affeaed mobilehome tenant. A removal of the mobilehome from the space for the purpose of performing 
rehabilitation or capital improvements to the space or for the purpose of upgrading the mobilehome shall not constitute 
a voluntary removal of the mobilehome. 

(b) When a new base rent is established following the vacancy of a mobilehome space pursuant to this subsection, 
the park owner shall give written notice to the new affected mobilehome tenant of the twelve (12) month anniversary 
date for rent increases allowed under Section 2-193 and shall give wiitten notice to such affected tenant that the space 
rent may be subject to stabilized rent increases pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 



• 



• 



(RevisixJ 9-98) 2-38 



§2-211 ADMINISTRATION §2-302 



(c) In the absence of a lawful vacancy, a parkowner is prohibited from raising rent upon a sale of a mobilehome on 
site to a tenant-to-be or current tenant. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 
1993: Ord. No. 4567 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4307 § 1, 1989: Ord. No. 3910, 1988.) 

Sec. 2-212. When recreational vehicle space tenants are to be treated as "affected tenants." 

Any recreational vehicle space thaï is occupied by a recreational vehicle as defïned in Civil Code Section 799.24 for 
a period in excess of nine (9) months on or after October 1, 1991 shall be regarded to be a "mobilehome space" for 
purposes of this article, and a tenant upon such a space shall be entitled to ail the rights, protections and obligations 
of this chapter. Such a space tenant shall be counted as an "affected tenant" upon the effective date of this article, and 
such space shall be subject to the fées authorized by the board of supervisors for mobilehome spaces. The space tenant 
and the recreational vehicle park owner shall apportion the fee in the manner authorized for mobilehome spaces subject 
to this article generally. (Ord. No. 5101 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4919 § 1 (part), 1996: Ord. No. 4733 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 
4567 § 1, 1992.) 

Article XX. Campaign Contribution Limits. 

Sec. 2-300. intent and purpose. 

The purpose of this article is to ensure that the fînancial strength of certain individuals or organizations does not permit 
them to exercise a disproportionate or controlling influence on the élection of Sonoma County candidates. To achieve 
such purpose, this article is designed to reduce the influence of large contributions, to ensure that individuals and interest 
groups continue to hâve a fair and equal opportunity to participate in electing county candidates, and to maintain public 
trust in govemmental institutions and the électoral process. (Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 2-301. Relation to Political Reform Act of 1974. 

This article is intended to supplément the Political Reform Act of 1974. Unless a word or term is specifically defmed 
in this article, or the contrary is stated or clearly àppears from the context, words and terms used herein shall hâve the 
same meaning as defmed or used in Title 9 of the Califomia Government Code, in which the Political Reform Act of 
1974 is codified, and as supplemented by the Régulations of the Fair Political Practices Commission as set forth in Title 
2, Division 6 of the Califomia Code of Régulation, as the same may be, from time to time, amended. (Ord. No. 523 1 
§ 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 2-302. Définitions. 

(a) "County candidate" means any person who is a candidate for superviser, assessor, auditor-controller, county clerk- 
public administrator, recorder, treasurer-tax collector, district attomey, sheriff-coroner or superintendent of schools, or 
is an élective county officer whether or not that élective county officer is a candidate for réélection. 

(b) "County élection" means any primary élection, gênerai (runolï) élection, spécial élection or recall élection. 

(c) "County office" means the office of county superviser, assessor, auditor-controller, county clerk-public administra- 
tor, recorder, treasurer-tax collector, district attomey, sheriff-coroner, and superintendent of schools. 

(d) "Election cycle" means the applicable period as set forth in Section 2-305 of this article. 

(e) "Elective county officer" means any person who is a member of the board of supervisors, or is the assessor, 
auditor-controller, county clerk-public administrator, recorder, treasurer-tax collector, district attomey, sheriff-coroner, 
or superintendent of schools, whether appointed or elected. 

(f) "Indebted former candidate" means a person, other than an élective county officer, who was a candidate for a 
county office at any county élection and who has campaign debt remaining from such élection after expiration of the 
élection cycle for the county office for which he or she was a candidate. 

(g) "Person" means an individual, proprietorship, fîrm, partnership, joint venture, syndicate, business trust, company, 
corporation, limited liability company, association, committee, and any other organization or group of persons acting 
in concert. (Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 
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Sec. 2-303. Contribution limitations. 

(a) County Candidates. Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, no person shall make, and no county 
candidate or treasurer of any controlled coramittee of any county candidate shall solicit or accept, any contributions which 
would cause the total amount contributed by such person to such candidate or to his or her controlled committee, to 
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) during any élection cycle for any county office. No contributions shall be 
accepted by any candidate before the beginning of the élection cycle related to the élection for which the person is a 
candidate. Contributions accepted for campaign expenses and for officeholder expenses shall be aggregated for purposes 
of the limitation set forth in this section. 

(b) Elective County Officers and Candidates With Outstanding Debt From Prior Election. No person shall make, and 
no élective county ofîîcer or indebted former candidate, or treasurer of any controlled committee of any élective county 
officer or indebted former candidate, shall solicit or accept, any contributions for the purpose of retiring outstanding 
debt firom a prior county élection which would cause the total amount contributed by such person to such élective county 
officer or indebted former candidate or to his or her controlled conmiittee, to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) 
for the élection in which the outstanding debt was incurred, regardless of when the contribution(s) is made or received. 

(c) Recall Elections. The contribution limitations set forth in Section 2-303(a) shall also apply to any committee which 
collects contributions for the purpose of making expenditures in support of or opposition to the recall of an élective 
county officer, and to contributions received by such élective county officer, during a recall élection cycle as defined 
in Section 2-305 of this article. 

(d) Candidate's Personal Funds. The provisions of this section shall not apply to a county candidate's contribution 
of his or her personal funds to his or her own controlled committee. Contributions by the spouse of a county candidate 
from such spouse's separate property shall be subject to the contribution limitations set forth in Section 2-303(a). (Ord. 
No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 2-304. Outstanding debt retirement and reporting. 

(a) Any élective county officer or indebted former candidate, or any controlled committee of any such officer or 
candidate, accepting any contribution(s) for the purpose of retiring outstanding debt from a prior county élection and 
required by state law to report such contributions on Schedule A of Fair Political Practices Commission Form 460 or 
any successor form thereto, shall, at the time required for the reporting of such contributions on Schedule A and in 
addition to any other reporting requirements under state law, clearly designate on said Schedule A which contributions 
were received for the purpose of retiring outstanding debt and for which prior county élection such contributions were 
received. 

(b) Any contribution accepted for the purpose of retiring outstanding debt from a prior county élection shall be applied 
to reduce or retire said outstanding debt in the same reporting period in which such contribution was accepted. The 
application of any contribution to retire outstanding debt from a prior county élection (i.e., repayment of outstanding 
loans and payment of accrued expenses) shall be itemized and identified on the appropriate schedules and on the 
Summary Page of Form 460, or any successor form thereto, provided by the Fair Political Practices Commission. 

(c) No élective county officer or indebted former candidate, or any controlled committee of any such officer or 
candidate, shall use any contributions received for the purpose of retiring outstanding debt from a prior county élection 
for any purpose other than for the retirement of outstanding debt remaining from the prior county élection for which 
such contribution was received. (Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 2-305. Election cycles. 

(a) Primary Elections. For purposes of any primary élection for any county office, the term "élection cycle" as used 
in this article shall mean the period commencing on the day after a primary élection for such county office, and ending 
on the day of the next primary élection for the same county office. In the event there is a runoff élection, the primary 
"élection cycle" for the next primary élection shall commence on the day after the runoff élection and end on the day 
of the next primary élection for the same county office. Notwithstanding the preceding sentences, following a spécial 
élection for any county office, the "élection cycle" for the next primary élection for said county office shall commence 
on the day following said spécial élection and shall end on the day of the next primary élection for the same county 
office. 
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(b) General (Runoff) Elections. For purposes of any runoff élection for any county office, the term "élection cycle" 
as used in this article shall mean the period commencing on the day after the primary élection for such county office 
and ending on the day of the runoff élection. 

(c) Spécial Elections. For purposes of any spécial élection for any county office, the term "élection cycle" as used 
in this article shall mean the period commencing on the date a spécial élection is called by the board of supervisors and 
ending on the day of the spécial élection. 

(d) Recall Elections. For purposes of any recall élection of any élective county officer, the term "élection cycle" as 
used in this article shall mean the period commencing on either the date a committee is formed pursuant to the Political 
Reform Act in support of a recall élection or the date the county registrar of voters approves a recall pétition for 
circulation and gathering of signatures, whichever occurs earlier, and ending on the day the first of the following events 
occur: 

(1) The time provided by law for the gathering of signatures on recall pétitions expires without sufficient recall 
pétition signatures having been filed with the county registrar of voters to require a recall élection; 

(2) AU conmiittees formed in support of the recall hâve been terminated pursuant to the provisions of the Political 
Reform Act; 

(3) The date the recall élection is held. (Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 2-306. Aggregation of contributions. 

For purposes of the contribution limitations contained in this article, the following provisions shall apply: 

(a) Ail contributions made by a sponsored committee to a county candidate or to an élective county officer (or to a 
committee controlled by such candidate or officer) shall be combined with those contributions made during the same 
élection cycle by the sponsor(s) of the committee. Consistent with the définition and use of the terms "sponsored 
committee" and "sponsor" in the Political Reform Act, the term "sponsor" shall not include individuals. 

(b) Contributions received from the following combinations of individuals and entities must be aggregatèd to détermine 
the cumulative amount of contributions received from a contributor: 

(1) Contributions from an individual who makes contributions from personal fiinds and who also has sole authority 
to direct and control contributions made from other funds; 

(2) Contributions from business entities in a parent-subsidiary relationship and business entities with the same 
controlling owner (more than fîfty percent (50%)), unless the entities act completely independently in their décisions 
to make contributions; 

(3) Contributions from any number of entities or committees if the same person or a majority of the same persons 
in fact directs and controls the contributions each entity makes. This subdivision shall not apply to treasurers of 
committees if thèse treasurers do not participate in or control in any way a décision on whether the candidate or 
candidates received contributions. 

(c) Contributions by a married person shall be treated as the separate contributions of such person and shall not be 
aggregatèd with any contributions of the spouse of such person. 

(d) Contributions by children under eighteen (18) years of âge shall be treated as contributions by their parent(s) or 
légal guardian(s), one-half to each parent or guardian unless only one (1) parent or guardian has légal custody of such 
child in which event any such contributions shall be attributed solely to the custodial parent. (Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 2-307. Multiple campaign committees. 

(a) A county candidate shall hâve no more than one (1) controlled committee for each county office for which such 
individual is a candidate or is an élective county officer and such controlled committee shall hâve only one (1) bank 
account out of which ail qualifîed campaign and officeholder expenses related to that county office shall be made. 

(b) This section does not prevent a county candidate or an élective county officer from establishing another controlled 
committee solely for the purpose of running for a state, fédéral, city or other élective county office, or for opposing his 
or her recall. (Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 
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Sec. 2-308. Loans to county candidates and their controlled committees. ^B 

(a) A loan shall be considered a contribution from the maker and the guarantor of the loan and shall be subject to 
the contribution limitations of this article. 

(b) The proceeds of a loan made to a county candidate by a commercial lending institution in the regular course of 
business on the same terms available to members of the public shall not be subject to the contribution limitations of 
this article if the loan is made directly to the candidate. The guarantors of such a loan shall remain subject to the 
contribution limits of this article. 

(c) Extensions of crédit (other than loans pursuant to Section 2-308(b)) for a period of more than thirty (30) days are 
subject to the contribution limitations of this article. 

(d) This section shall apply only to loans and extensions of crédit used or intended for use for campaign purposes 
or which are otherwise connected with the holding of public office. (Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 2-309. Funds, property, goods or services received by officiais treated as contributions. 

Any funds, property, goods or services, other than govemment funds, received by élective county officers which are 
used, or intended by the donor or by the récipient to be used, for expenses (including légal expenses) related to holding 
public office, shall be considered campaign contributions and shall be subject to the contribution limitation of Section 
2-303. Reimbursement for travel expenses related to holding public office shall be excluded from the provisions of this 
section. (Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 2-310. Disclosure of name, address, occupation and employer of contributor. 

If either the name, address, occupation and employer of an individual contributor (or if such individual is self-employed, 
the name of the business, if any, under which the individual is operating) is not on file in the records of the récipient 
of the contribution by the end of the reporting period in which the contribution was accepted, the contribution shall then 
be retumed to the individual, or to the county 's gênerai fund, by the end of that reporting period. Notwithstanding the 
above, if a contribution does not designate the requisite information, the candidate or the candidate's committee may 
hold the contribution without retuming it or depositing it into a campaign account for a period of up to fourteen (14) 
days while the requisite information is obtained. The required information shall be reported on Schedule A of Form 460, 
or any successor form thereto, as prepared by the Pair Political Practices Commission. Both the receipt and retum of 
any such contribution shall be disclosed on the appropriate schedules of Form 460, or any successor form thereto, as 
prepared by the Pair Political Practices Conmiission. (Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 2-311. Reporting of cumulative contributions. 

Contributions received from any contributor during a reporting period which hâve a cumulative total of one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) or more when added to ail other contributions received from such contributor during the same élection 
cycle shall be itemized and reported, both as to individual contribution amounts received during the reporting period 
and the total cumulative amount received during the élection cycle. Such amounts shall be reported on Schedule A of 
Form 460 or any successor form thereto, as prepared by the Fair Political Practices Commission, if the candidate or 
controlled committee is required to use such form, or shall be reported on a separate schedule appended to the required 
campaign statement. The term élection cycle as used in this section shall mean the period described in Section 2-305. 
(Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 2-312. Reporting of late contributions. 

Any contribution(s) of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or more, including contributions aggregated pursuant to Section 
2-306, that are made to or received by a county candidate, his or her controlled committee or a committee formed or 
existing primarily to support or oppose a county candidate, shall be reported within twenty-four (24) hours if the 
contribution(s) were made or received before the date of the élection at which the county candidate is to be voted on, 
but after the closing date of the last campaign statement required to be filed before the élection. (Ord. No. 5231 § 2, 
2000.) 
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Sec. 2-313. Notice of independent expenditures. 

Any person who makes independent expenditures in support of or in opposition to any county candidate, which 
accumulate to one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or more during an élection cycle shall notify the county registrar of voters 
and ail candidates running for the same seat, by telegram, facsimile, or by any other electronic means accepted by the 
county registrar of voters, within twenty-four (24) hours each time such an expenditure is made. (Ord. No. 523 1 § 2, 
2000.) 

Sec. 2-314. Enforcement of chapter. 

(a) No Criminal Penalties. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Sonoma County Code, any violation of any 
provision of this article shall be enforceable solely as provided in this section. 

(b) Civil Liability. Any person who knowingly and willfuUy violâtes or otherwise fails to comply with any provision 
or requirement of this article shall be liable to the county of Sonoma in a sum not to exceed the following amount for 
each such violation: 

(1) For the making or accepting of any contribution in excess of the applicable contribution limits specified in 
this article, a sum equal to three (3) times the amount by which the contribution exceeds the applicable contribution 
limit, or the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars ($2,5(X).(X)), whichever is greater, for each violation. 

(2) For any other violation of this article, the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each violation. 

(c) Right to Cure Unknowing Violation. In the event a candidate accepts a contribution and then becomes aware it 
is in violation of the contribution limit, that violation by the candidate may be excused, and will not be deemed "knowing 
and willfiil," if the candidate retums the contribution or contributes it to the county gênerai fund within fourteen (14) 
days of becoming aware of the violation. 

(d) Debt Owing to County. Any amount due from any person pursuant to subsection (b) of this section shall be a debt 
due and owing upon demand to the gênerai fund of the county of Sonoma. 

(e) Civil Action to Collect Debt and Obtain Other Relief. The district attomey of the county of Sonoma may file and 
prosecute a civil action in superior court, to recover any amount(s) due and owing to the county of Sonoma by any 
person pursuant to this section, or to enjoin any violation or otherwise compel compliance with the requirements of this 
article. In the event an allégation of violation of this chapter involves a candidate for district attomey, the matter shall 
be referred to the Califomia Attomey General for investigation and enforcement. 

(f) Limitation of Actions. No civil action shall be brought under the provisions of this section unless said action is 
filed within two (2) years following the date of such violation. 

(g) Remédiai Measures. If the district attomey détermines or believes that any person (the target party) has violated 
any provision of this article, the district attomey may, at his or her sole discrétion, advise the target party of remédiai 
measures which may be taken by the target party to avoid possible civil action (the "remédiai measures")- Such remédiai 
measures may, but need not necessarily, include the payment of a civil fine to the county. Nothing contained herein shall 
be deemed to require the district attomey to offer remédiai measures to any target party. In the event the target party 
is offered and timely performs such remédiai measures to the satisfaction of the district attomey, the district attomey 
shall advise the target party (and any person who, in writing, informed or complained to the district attomey conceming 
any such violation), in writing, that the alleged violation has been resolved (the letter of resolution) and, in such event, 
no civil action shall thereafter be filed or maintained relating to such alleged violation of this article. (Ord. No. 5231 
§ 2, 2000.) 
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Article XXI — County Recorder 
Sec. 2-320. Recording of documents. 

(a) Upon présentation for recording, the county recorder shall record: 

(1 ) Notices of violation of building, health or zoning laws issued by the county of Sonoma or by any city within the 
county; 

(2) Notices of nonrenewal of contracts made pursuant to Government Code Section 5 1 200 et seq. (Williamson Act); 

(3) Covenants or other agreements affecting real property which fulfill county conditions of development approval 
including, but not limited to, those relating to on-site sewage disposai Systems or water supply Systems; 

(4) Notices of land use limitations imposed by the county in waiver prohibition areas established by a régional water 
quality control board; 

(5) After January 1, 1988, information on limitations or conditions additional to those recorded on final or parcel 
maps, as authorized by Government Code Section 66434.2 or successor provisions; 

(6) Use permits or précise development plans; 

(7) Notices relating to contaminated water supply wells including conditions imposed by the administrative author- 
ity to meet potability requirements of this code. 

(b) Any document presented for recording pursuant to this section shall conform to the format and legibility require- 
ments set out in Government Code Section 2736 1 .6 or successor provisions, shall be acknowledged by the person executing 
it according to the laws of this state, and shall include: 

(1) The Street address and assessor's parcel number of each parcel affected; and 

(2) The name or names in which ownership appears of record. 

(c) From and after the time of such recording, documents recorded under this section shall impart constructive notice of 
the contents thereof to ail persons. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect the recording of documents, the recording of which is otherwise 
regulated by the Législature. (Ord. No. 5329 § 1, 2002; Ord. No. 3858, 1988.) 
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Sec. 2-321. Création of commission. 

Pursuant to and in accordance with applicable law, the board of supervisors of Sonoma County, state of Califomia, cré- 
âtes a public advisory board to be known as "Sonoma County Commission on Human Rights" (hereinafter referred to as 
"commission"). (Ord. No. 4625 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 2-322. Number and Diversity - Appointing Authority - Terms - Limitations -Attendance - 
Compensation and Reimbursement. 

(a) Number and Diversity. The commission shall consist of fifteen ( 1 5) members, each of whom shall hâve a commit- 
ment to fostering better human relations in Sonoma County. The commission shall reflect and represent the racial, ethnie, 
and cultural diversity of Sonoma County. 

(b) Appointing Authority. The commissioners shall be appointed and confirmed by the board of supervisors of Sonoma 
County. Three (3) commissioners shall be appointed by each district supervisor to represent the five (5) supervisorial dis- 
tricts of the county. 

(c) Appointments. Of the initial fifteen (15) appointées to the commission, eight (8) appointées shall serve ternis of three 
(3) years while the remaining seven (7) commissioners shall each serve two (2) year terms. AU subséquent appointments by 
the board shall be for two (2) year terms. The cominission may make recommendations on subséquent appointments and the 
filling of vacancies. 

(d) Limitation on Temis. There is no limitation upon the number of terms for which a commissioner may be appointed. 

(e) Attendance. A report may be made to the appointing supervisor whenever a commissioner fails to attend at least two- 
thirds of the regular meetings held during the commission's fiscal year. Furthermore, commissioners shall give the commis- 
sion 's staff prior notice if they cannot attend a regular meeting. The appointing supervisor may remove the commissioner for 
failure to comply with the attendance requirement. 

(f) Compensation and Reimbursement. Members of the commission shall serve without compensation, but may be reim- 
bursed for authorized, reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their officiai duties with prior ap- 
proval by the commission's staff (Ord. No. 5724 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 4625 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 2-323. Meetings — Brown Act — Quorum — Minutes. 

(a) Meetings. The commission shall provide for its regular, adjoumed regular and spécial meetings. The dates upon 
which, and the hour and location at which any such meeting shall be held shall be fixed by the commission. 

(b) Brown Act. Ail meetings of the commission, including, without limitation, regular meetings, adjoumed regular meet- 
ings and spécial meetings, shall be called, noticed, held and conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Ralph M. 
Brown Act (Government Code Sections 54950 et seq.). 

(c) Quorum. A majority of the duly appointed commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

(d) Minutes. The commission shall cause to be kept minutes of the meetings, including regular, adjoumed regular and 
spécial meetings, and shall provide a copy of the minutes of said meetings to the board of supervisors and to each member of 
the commission as soon as is practical after each meeting. (Ord. No. 5724 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 4625 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 2-324. Purpose — Powers and duties. 

(a) The purpose of the commission is to promote better human relations between ail people in Sonoma County through 
éducation, advocacy, communication, and by initiation of action that fosters the récognition of and an appréciation for the 
diversity of our community. 

(b) The powers and duties of the commission shall be as foUows: 

(1 ) To study and research by means of meetings, conférences, public hearings or other appropriate means any condi- 
tions which represent préjudice or discrimination on the bases of race, ethnicity, national origin, creed or religion, âge, gen- 
der, sexual orientation, disability or médical condition in Sonoma County; 

(2) To conduct surveys and other research on discrimination against each of the classes of persons or conditions de- 
fined in this section; 
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(3) To develop educational and instructional materials and programs to promote equal rights, tolérance, understand- 
ing and inclusiveness and to prevent or alleviate discrimination; 

(4) To provide information and referral to resources addressing discrimination; 

(5) To consult and cooperate with the board of supervisors, fédéral, state and other govemmental authorities, and to 
refer to appropriate govemment agencies any matters, within their jurisdictions and powers; 

(6) To advocate for policy at the local, state and fédéral levels that promûtes equal rights, tolérance, understanding, 
inclusiveness and prohibits discrimination against each of the classes of persons or conditions defmed in this section; 

(7) To recommend to the board of supervisors necessary procédures, programs or policies that promote equal rights 
and the récognition and appréciation of human diversity; 

(8) Subject to the approval of the county administrator, to request from county departments information, services, 
facilities and any other assistance necessary for the purposes of promoting the objectives of this article; 

(9) To provide to the board of supervisors minutes of ail commission meetings and, upon request, reports of its ac- 
tivities; and 

(10) With the consent of the board of supervisors, to solicit and accept funding support from fédéral or state govem- 
ments or nonprofit foundations in order to carry out the powers and duties outlined herein. The commission may also accept 
gifts, donations and bequests from any source for carrying out such functions, as pemiitted by law. The commission shall use 
the standard county budget process. (Ord. No. 5724 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 4625 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 2-325. Staff — Volunteers, consultants and community resources. 

(a) Staff. Staff for the commission shall be appointed by the director of the human resources department of the county. 

(b) Volunteers, Consuhants and Community Resources. The commission may engage such services of volunteer workers 
and consultants without salary as it finds necessary . The commission may utilize community resources as it fmds appropri- 
ate to its fonctions. (Ord. No. 5724 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 4625 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 2-326. Officers— Organization— Work plan. 

(a) Officers. The commission shall sélect annually from its membership a chair, vice-chair and officer-at-large. 

(b) Organization. The commission may designate standing or ad hoc committees, individual commissioner appointments 
(e.g., coordinators and liaisons) and task forces for the purpose of carrying out any of the fimctions and duties of the com- 
mission. 

(c) Work Plan. At least biannually, the commission shall draft a work plan for the purposes of conducting the business of 
the commission, which shall be approved by the county administrator and the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 5724 § 1, 
2007: Ord. No. 4625 § 1, 1993.) 
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Article XXIll. informai Bidding Procédures; Déclaration of Emergencies 

Sec. 2-350. Authority and scope. 

By resolution, this fooard elected to become subject to the procédures established pursnant to the Unifonn Public 
Construction Cost Accounting Act (Califomia Public Contract Code Section 22000 et seq.) hereinafter refeired to as 
the ^'Act" and has notiiïed the State Controller of such élection. In compUance with Section 22034 of said Act, this article 
is adopted as the procedme for letting wcHk by informai bidding only for public projects wiâiin Ihe limits set forth in 
Section 22032 subdivision (b) of said Act, as adjusted £rom time to time pursuant to Section 22020 of said Act Ali other 
wotk not exonpted frcHn public bidding lequiiements shall be advertised and awarded in acccxidance with ai^licable 
provisions of state law and county polides. (Qrd. No. 4851 § 2, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-351. Délégation of duties. 

(a) Pursuant to Section 22034(e) of the Public Contiact Code, the board of supervisors delegates the foUowing duties 
to the puicfaasing 2gcat 

(1) As awarding cffîcer, the purchasing agent shall solicit bids and awaid contiacts for public projects funded 
by budget units managed under the oxitiol of the director of général services, director of transportation and public woiks, 
diiector of régional parks, the probation camp manager, the chief executive officer of community hospital, and for public 
projects of odier county departments who hâve engaged such officiais to manage the design and c(xistruction of such 
projects; and 

(2) The purchasing agent, as awarding ofEîcer, shall solicit bids and award contracts for public projects for any 
other county dêpaitment not covered by subsection (a)(l) of this secticHi. 

(3) The purchasing ^ent shaU maintain a list of contractors as herein provided. 

(4) The purchasing agent shall hâve the authority tt) consent to the substitution of subcontractors pursuant to the 
Subletting and Subcontracting Pair Practices Act (Califomia Public Contract Code Section 4100 et seq.). 

(b) Pursuant to Secticxi 22050(b) of the Public Contract Code, the board of supervisors delegates to the county 
administrator the authority to order any action pursuant to Section 22050(a)(l) in the event of an emergency.* (Oïd. 
No. 4851 § 2, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-352. Contractors list 

Contractor listings, identifîed according to categcsies of woik, shall be maintained and administered under this article 
by the purchasing agent Contractor listing shall be developed and maintained in accordance with minimum criteria 
determined by tiie Califomia Uniform CcHistmction Cost Accounting Commission. The list may be revised from time 
to time to remove inactive names. (Ord. No. 4851 § 2, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-353. Notice inviting Informai bids. 

(a) Ail contractors on the list for the category of work being bid and/or ail construction trade joumals specified in 
SecticHi 22036 of the Public Ccntract Code, or any successor stamte, shall be mailed a notice inviting informai bids unless 
the product or service is prc^etary. 

(b) The notice inviting informai bids shall include a project descripticxi in génial terms, the time and place for 
submission of bids, and information on how to obtain more detailed information on the project 

(c) AU mailing of notices to contractors and construction trade joumals pursuant to subsection (b) of this section shall 
be completed not less than ten (10) calendar days before bids are due. (Qrd. No. 4851 § 2, 1995.) 
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Sec. 2-354. Contract award. 

(a) The contract shall be awarded to Ihe iowest lesponsible bidder if ihe puxchasing agent consideis the bid to be 
leasonable, sofOcient fimds bave be^ spprapiiaied, and the bid is widiin die limits prescribed for award. 

(b) If ail bids leceived aie in excess of seventy-fîve thoosand dollars ($75,000.00), th& boaid of supervisais may by 
passage of a resolution by a four-fîfths vote, award the contract at dghty thousand dollars ($80,000.00), or less, to the 
Iowest responsible bidder, if it détermines the cost esdmate was leascmable. 

(c) Upon completion of a pioject, the purchasing agent shall record a notice of completion. (Qrd. No. 4851 § 2, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-355. Change orders. 

Changes may be made in the contract with aie foUowing hmitations: 

(a) Appippriated fonds are available to cover the cost of the diange; 

(b) Neither ûte net som of any individnal change nor tfie som of ail changes in the aggiegate inciease the total contract 
amount by more tiian the amoimt specifîed in Section 22032(a) of the Âct as may be a^usted frcxn time to time; 

(c) NdÛier tbe net som of any individual change nor the net som of ail dianges in the ^gregate increases the total 
contract amoimt by more than ten pocent (10%) of the amount specifîed in Section 22032(b) of 6ie Act, as adjusted 
firom time to time; and 

(d) The poix^iasing a^ent ccmsideis the change to be reasonable. (Qrd. No. 4851 § 2, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-356. Subcontractors. 

AU contracts awarded pursoant to tiiis article shall be subject to the provisions of the Sobletting and Subcontiacting 
Pair Piactices Act (CaMomia Public Contract Code Section 4100 et seq.). (Qrd. No. 4851 § 2, 1995.) 

Sec. 2-357. Aitemathfe procédures. 

Nothing in this article shall piohibit the boaid of supervisors or the Son(Hna County road commissicmer frcxn utilizing, 
as an alternative to the procédures set for in the Act and dûs article, the procédures set foith in Article 25, commencing 
with Section 20390, of the Public Contract Code. (Qrd. No. 4851 § 2, 1995.) 
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Article XXIV. In-Home Supportive Services Public Authority 

Sec. 2-358 Findings and purpose. 

As required by Welfare and Institutions Code Section 12302.25, the board of supervisors of Sonoma County détermines 
that the establishment of a public authority whose powers are derived from and consistent with the provisions of Welfare and 
Institutions Code Section 12301.6 is necessary for the public health and welfare. The public authority shall serve as the 
employer of providers of in-home supportive services for purposes of the Meyers-Milias-Brown Act. (Ord. No. 5289 § 1 
(part), 2001.) 

Sec. 2-359 Définitions. 

For purposes of this article, the folio wing définitions apply: 

(a) "Authority" means the Sonoma County In-Home Supportive Services Public Authority. 

(b) "Provider" meàns a person who provides authorized in-home supportive services. 

(c) "Récipient" means a person eligible for and authorized to receive in-home supportive services. 

(d) "IHSS" means the Sonoma County In-Home Supportive Services Program. 

(e) "County" means Sonoma County. 

(f) "Directors" means the goveming body of the public authority. 
(Ord. No. 5289 § 1 (part), 2001.) 

Sec. 2-360 Public authority created. 

The board of supervisors establishes a public authority whose powers emd authority are derived from and consistent with 
the provisions of Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 12300 et seq. The public authority shall be known as the Sonoma 
County In-Home Supportive Services Public authority and shall be referred to as the "authority." (Ord. No. 5289 § 1 (part), 
2001.) 

Sec. 2-361 Governing body. 

The goveming body of the authority shall be the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors. (Ord. No. 5289 § 1 (part), 2001.) 
Sec. 2-362 Advisory committee. 

The county 's In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) Advisory Committee was established by the Sonoma County Board of 
Supervisors by Resolution No. 00-1 1 15 in accordance with the requirements of Welfare and Institutions Code Section 
12301 .6(b)(C), (D). The existing IHSS Advisory Committee shall serve as the advisory committee to the authority and shall 
fulfill the rôles and responsibilities required by Welfare and Institutions Code Section 12301.6. 

The IHSS Advisory Committee will be composed of ten (10) members at least fifty percent (50%) of whom are current or 
past récipients of personal assistance services paid for through public or private funds and shall be appointed by the board of 
supervisors. 

(a) Membership on the IHSS Advisory Committee shall be as foUows: 

Five (5) members who are current or previous users of personal assistance services paid for through public or private 
funds who are représentative of the Sonoma County IHSS caseload, 

Two (2) members who are current or former IHSS providers. 

Two (2) members with expérience in program development, administration, and fiscal management who represent or 
advocate for home care service delivery organizations and their consumers. 

One (1) ex officio member from the human services department of Sonoma County. 

(b) The IHSS Advisory Committee shall provide ongoing advice and recommendations regarding in-home supportive 
services to the county board of supervisors, any adminisfrative body in the county that is related to the delivery and 
adminisfration of in-home supportive services, and the directors and administrative agency of the authority. (Ord. No. 5289 § 
1 (part), 2001. 
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Sec. 2-363 Authority duties. 

The duties and responsibilities of the authority shall be as follows: 

(a) To implementthe goals and objectives of Welfare and Institutions Code Section 12301.6, including, but not limited 
to: 

1) The provision of assistance to récipients in finding in-home support! ve services personnel through the 
establishment of a registry; 

2) The investigation of the qualifications and background of potential in-home supportive services personnel; 

3) The establishment of a referral system under which in-home supportive services personnel shall be referred to 
récipients; 

4) The provision for training for providers and récipients; 

5) The performance of any other fimctions related to the delivery of in-home supportive services; and 

6) The assurance that the requirements of the personal care option pursuant to Subchapter 19 (commencing with 
section 1396) of Chapter 7 of Title 42 of the United States Code are met. 

(b) To exercise ail powers, duties and fimctions as are prescribed by statute, ordinance of the board of supervisors and the 
authority. 

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(4), the authority shall not be obligated to provide training directly, to pay for training 
provided privately or in the community, to pay for the providers' time spent in training, to accompany récipients to training, 
to pay for transportation to training or to pay for any materials required by the training. The authority shall not be obligated 
to ensure that any provider or récipient attend or complète any training. 

(d) The authority shall not be responsible for: 

(1) Authorizing services for an IHSS récipient; 

(2) Determining a récipient' s need for IHSS, the level and quality of services requu-ed, and the eligibility of 
individuals to be served; 

(3) Conducting the initial or any subséquent assessment of need for services; or 

(4) Terminating the récipient' s participation in the IHSS program. The above-referenced services and fimctions shall 
be the exclusive responsibility of the county of Sonoma. (Ord. No. 5289 § 1 (part), 2001.) 

Sec. 2-364 Powers. 

(a) The authority shall be an entity separate from the county of Sonoma and shall file the statement of fact for the Roster 
of Public Agencies required by Government Code Section 53051. 

(b) The authority shall be a corporate public body, exercising public and essential govemmental fimctions with ail 
powers necessary and convenient to carry out the powers conferred upon it by Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 12300 
et seq. and this chapter, including the power to contract for services pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 
12302 and 12302.1, subject to any limitations set forth in this article. 

(c) The authority shall hâve the power in its own name to do any of the following: 

( 1 ) To contract for the services of planners, fînancial consultants, and other experts and, separate and apart therefi"om, 
to employ such other persons as it deems necessary; 

(2) To sue and be sued in its own name; 

(3) To incur debts, liabilities or obligations subject to any limitations herein set forth; 

(4) To apply for, accept and receive state, fédéral or local licenses, permits, grants, loans or other aid fi-om any agency 
of the United States of America, or of the state of Califomia necessary for the authority 's fiill exercise of its powers; and 

(5) To perform ail acts necessary and proper to carry out fiiUy the purpose of this article and not ùiconsistent with 
Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 12300 et seq. or this article. 

(d) To promote administrative effîciencies and to avoid unintended duplication of resources prior to initiating delivery of 
IHSS through the authority, as described in this article, the county and the authority shall enter into an agreement specifying 
the purposes, scope or nature of the agreement, the rôles and responsibilities of each party including provisions that fiirther 
compliance with ail applicable county, state and fédéral labor laws, and compliance with ail statutory and regulatory 
provisions applicable to the delivery of IHSS. 

(e) The authority shall be deemed to be the employer of IHSS providers within the meaning of Chapter 10 (commencing 
with Section 3500) of Division 4 of Title I of the Government Code, commonly known as the Meyers-Milias-Brown Act. 



• 



(Revised6-02) 2-44 



§ 2-364 

ADMINISTRATION § 2-367 

Nothing in thèse enumerated powers shall be construed to limit or interfère with the rights of IHSS récipients to hire, fire and 
supervise the work of any worker providing services to them. 

(f) Nothing in thèse enumerated powers shall be construed to alter, require the altération of, or interfère with the state's 
payroll System and other provisions of Welfare and Institutions Code Section 1 2302.2 for independent providers of IHSS, or 
to affect the state's responsibilities with respect to unemployment insurance, or workers' compensation for providers of 
IHSS. (Ord. No. 5289 § 1 (part), 2001.) 

Sec. 2-365 Liability of authority. 

(a) Any obligation or légal liability of the authority, whether statutory, contractual or otherwise, shall be the obligation or 
liability solely of the authority and shall not be the obligation or liability of the county of Sonoma. 

(b) AU contracts, leases, or other agreements of any nature, including collective bargaining agreements, between the 
authority and any party, except those with the county, shall contain the following statement: "The authority is an independent 
légal entity, separate and apart from the county of Sonoma. The authority has no power to bind the county to any contractual 
or légal obligations. Nor may the obligées of the authority seek recourse against the county of Sonoma for any fmancial or 
légal obligation of the authority." 

(c) The authority shall not be deemed to be the employer of IHSS providers for purposes of liability because of the 
négligence or intentional torts of the IHSS providers. Employées of the authority shall not be employées of the county for 
any purpose. 

(d) The county shall be immune from any liability resulting from its implementation of Welfare and Institutions Code 
Sections 12301 .6 et seq. in the administration of the In-Home Supportive Services program. Any obligation of the authority, 
whether statutory, contractual, or otherwise, shall be the obligation solely of the authority, and shall not be the obligation of 
the county. 

(e) The authority shall maintain ail insurance coverage necessaiy in an amount to be determined adéquate by the 
directors. If the authority purchases its own insurance, the limits of liability shall be in an amount acceptable to the directors 
and shall name the county as an additional insured. 

(f) The authority shall indemnify, défend and hold harmless the county, its elected and appointed ofificers, employées and 
agents from and against any and ail liability, including défense costs and légal fées, resulting from claims for damages of any 
nature whatsoever, including but not limited to personal injury or property damages arising from or connected with any act 
or omission of any officer, employée or agent of the authority. 

(g) The authority shall require ail third parties with whom it contracts, other than the county of Sonoma, to indemnify the 
authority, to provide the authority with written acknowledgment of such indemnification and to maintain adéquate levels of 
insurance naming the authority as an additional insured. (Ord. No. 5289 § 1 (part), 2001.) 

Sec. 2-366 Staffîng. 

The directors of the authority shall appoint and/or contract for a pubhc authority manager and shall provide broad gênerai 
supervision and policy direction to that individual. The public authority manager shall appoint and/or contract for 
subordinate staff necessary for the administration and opération of the authority, within parameters set forth by the directors. 
(Ord. No. 5289 § 1 (part), 2001.) 

Sec. 2-367 Labor relations program. 

(a) The authority shall adopt rules and régulations for administration of employer-employée relations. Only those 
employée organizations recognized in accordance with the authority 's labor relations resolution shall be entitled to negotiate 
with the authority on matters within the scope of représentation and such other rights that may be granted to recognized 
employée organizations pursuant to Sections 3500 through 351 1 of the Government Code. 

(b) Due to the spécial and critical health-care services provided through the IHSS program, the board of supervisors finds 
that any interruption of such services would pose an imminent threat to the health and safety of the récipients of IHSS 
services and to the community. In order to minimize the likelihood of such interruption and thereby protect the health and 
safety of récipients and to promote harmony and productive labor relations between the authority and any labor organization 
that seeks to represent or represents the providers of services to récipients of IHSS services: 
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(1) The authority shall hâve a non-strike clause in any and ail collective bargaining agreements with providers and 
personnel of the authority. The non-strike clause shall continue at least one (1) year beyond the other provisions of any and 
ail collective bargaining agreements; and 

(2) The authority shall take ail légal action necessary to bar any strike or other concerted interruption of services to 
IHSS récipients. 

(c) The authority shall establish rules and régulations respecting the labor relations responsibilities of the authority, and 
such rules shall provide that a showing of interest of at least fïfteen percent (15%) of the eligible providers, shall be a 
sufficient showing of interest for any labor organization to initiate any élection or représentation procédures established by 
the authority for the purposes of certifying an exclusive représentative for purposes of collective bargaining. A fïfteen 
percent (15%) showing of interest is being used hère, solely due to the unique aspects of the public authority's workforce, 
composed of employées and care providers. A thirty percent (30%) showing, which has been used historically in the county, 
will contmue to be used in other employee-employer matters affecting ail other county workforces. (Ord. No. 5289 § 1 
(part), 2001.) 

Sec. 2-368 Budget. 

The authority shall adopt its budget under the same laws, ruies and policies that control the county budget process. The 
authority will be maintained as a separate budget entity. The budget will be submitted to and adopted through the human 
services department. (Ord. No. 5289 § 1 (part), 2001.) 

Sec. 2-369 Fiscal provisions. 

(a) In adopting this article, the board of supervisors recognizes that the funding of IHSS is the product of a complex 
relationship of fédéral, state and county financing and that the ability of the authority to operate and to negotiate the wages 
and benefits of the IHSS providers is contingent upon the availability of adéquate fimding from ail sources. Nothing in this 
article is intended to require the county to appropriate any funds for the opération of the authority or for the payment of 
wages or benefits to IHSS providers. 

(b) The authority shall provide the county with the expenditure information necessary for the county to report to the 
Califomia Department of Social Services in order to receive reimbursement for the state and fédéral share of the authority 
costs. 

(c) The authority shall assist the county in developing and submitting the information and documentation necessary to 
obtain approval from the Califomia Department of Social Services and the department of health services for the authority's 
reimbursement rate and any rate adjustment. 

(d) Payment for ail services provided pursuant to this article is contingent upon the appropriation of coimty, state and 
fédéral funds for the purpose of providing IHSS. (Ord. No. 5289 § 1 (part), 2001.) 

Sec. 2-370 Records. 

The authority shall develop a records rétention policy consistent with county, state and fédéral laws and policies. The 
authority shall make any of the retained records available to ail authorized county, state and fédéral représentatives. (Ord. 
No. 5289 §1 (part), 2001.) 

Sec. 2-371 Termlnation. 

By repeal of this article, the board of supervisors may abolish the authority. (Ord. No. 5289 § 1 (part), 2001.) 
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Article XXV. Procédures for Filing Claims Other than Tort Claims 
Sec. 2-372. Claims procédure. 

(a) Claim required; time for filing claim. Any claim against the county for money or damages not otherwise subject to the 
procédures set out in the Tort Claims Act, Califomia Government Code Sections 900 et seq., or any other state law imposing 
a spécifie claim or refund process, must be presented within the time and in the manner prescribed by Part 3 of Division 3.6 
of Title 1 of the Government Code (commencing with Section 900 thereof), as those provisions now exist or may hereafter 
be amended, and as further provided in this article. Claims shall be determined according to the process established in 
Government Code Section 900 et seq., unless otherwise specified in this article. 

(b) Contents of claim. Ail claims must be made in writing and verified by the claimant or by his or her guardian, 
conservator, executor, or administrator. No claim may be filed on behalf of a class of persons unless verified by every 
member of that class. Ail claims filed must contain, for each person or entity on whose behalf the claùn is filed, ail of the 
information requh-ed by Califomia Government Code Section 9 1 0, and, as attachments, any and ail documents on which the 
claimant relies to support his or her claim. 

(c) Claim prerequisite to suit. In accordance with Government Code Sections 935 and 945.6, ail claims shall be presented 
as provided in this article and must be acted upon, or deemed denied by, the board prior to the filing of any légal action on 
such claim. No action at law or in equity may be maintained unless the person or entity bringing such action has complied 
with the requirements of this article. 

(d) Suit. Any action brought against the county of Sonoma upon any claim or demand shall conform to the requirements 
of Sections 940-949 of the Government Code. Any action brought against any employée of the county of Sonoma shall 
conform with the requirements of Sections 950-95 1 of the Government Code. (Ord. No. 5300 § 2 (part), 2001.) 
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CHAPTER3 
AÏRPORT' 



Article I. in General. 

§ 3-1 Definitioas. 

§ 3-2 General rôles of coodocL 

§ 3-3 Resthcted areas. 

§ 3-4 Use of loaàs and walks. 

§ 3-5 Gxidact of business. 

§ 3-6 Soficiting. 

§ 3-7 Adveitisenients, etc. 

§ 3-S Ammals. 

§ 3-9 General condoct of plane apexaîozs and owneis. 

§ 3-10 Hie faazazds geneially. 

§ 3-11 Fneling opérations. 

§ 3-12 Land ttansportadon and traffic regolattons generally. 

§ 3-13 Air niles. 

§ 3-14 Hieaims, etc. 

§ 3-15 Liability of coonty, etc. 

§ 3-16 Rates and chaiges. 

§ 3-17 Violations and penalties. 

Article II. Airport Approach Zoning Régulations. 

§ 3-18 Définitions — Generally. 

§ 3-19 Same — ^Further defijoitions — Airpoit refercnced im^inaiy surfaces. 

§ 3-20 Samc — Foither définitions and establishment of zones. 

§ 3-21 Procédure for determining obstructions to aerial navigation. 

§ 3-22 Limiting heigbts above gronnd. 

§ 3-23 Use restrictions generally. 

§ 3-24 Nonconforming uses. 

§ 3-25 Use permits. 

§ 3-26 Variances. 

§ 3-27 Hazard maridng and lighting. 

§ 3-28 Conflicting régulations. 

§ 3-29 Administrative agency designated. 

§ 3-30 Appeais. 

§ 3-31 Conformity to article by county officiais, etc. — ^Permits. etc., in conflict with article void. 

§ 3-32 Enforcement of article. 

§ 3-33 Violations of article. 

Article 111. Noise Control. 

§ 3-40 Définitions. 

§ 3-41 Restrictions. 

§ 3-42 Presuinption of aircraft noise violation. 

§ 3-43 EnfarcemenL 

§ 3-44 Vidaticm — Penalty — ^Presunçtions. 

§ 3-45 Exemptions. 

§ 3-46 Education, transition, or modification period. 



'As to landing, etc., airplane, etc., in parks, see § 20-3 of tiiis code. 
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Article 1. In General.^ Jfe| 

Sec. 3-1. Définitions. 

For the pinposes of this article, the following worâs and phrases shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them 
by this section: 

"Aiiport" means ScHioma County Airpoit.^ 

"Airport manager" means the manager of the Sonoma County Airport or his duly authorized représentative. (Ord. No. 
971 § 2.) 

Sec. 3-2. General ruies of conduct. 

(a) No person shall destroy, injure, deface or disturb in any way any building, sign, equipment, marker or other stinib, 
tree, flower, lawn or other i^operty on the airport without written permission of the airport manager. 

(b) No person shall commit any obscène, disorderiy, indécent or unlawful act, or commit any nuisance on the airport 

(c) No persOT shaU abandon any personal property cm the airport (Ord. No. 971 § 3.) 

Sec. 3-3. Restricted areas. 

No person shall enter any restricted area posted as being closed to the public, except 

(a) Persons assigned to duty thereon; 

(b) Persons authorized by the airport manager; 

(c) Persons under appropriate supervision entering the spron for the purposes of enplaning and deplaning. (Ord. No. 

971 § 3.) 

Sec. 3-4. Use of roads and walks.^ ^^ 

(a) No person shall use the roads, walks or landing areas or restricted areas in such a manner as to hinder or obstruct ^^ 
their proper use without fîrst obtaining permission ârom the airport manager. 

(b) No person shall operate any type of vehicle on such loads or walk without fîrst obtaining permission from the 
airport manager. (Ord. No. 971 § 3.) 

Sec. 3-5. Conduct of business. 

No person shall engage in any business or commercial aclivity of any nature on the airport except in conformance 
with an appropriate authorization and under such terms and conditions as may be prescribed therein by the aiiport 
manager or the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 971 § 3.) 

Sec. 3-6. Soliciting. 

No person shall soiicit for any purpose on the airport without permission of the airport manager. (Ord. No. 971 § 3.) 



*For State law as to authority of county relative to aiiports geneially, see Gov. C. §§26020 to 26028. 

The Boaid bas also provided by Qrdinance No. 1556, titled Healdsbuig Municipal Airport Zoning Ordinance of County of Sonoma, 
spécifie régulations applicable to Healdsborg Municipal Aixport, which may be foond in the office of the cleik of the Board of Sapervisois. 
^As to motor vehicles and traffic geneially, see Ch. 18 of this code. 
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Sec. 3-7. Advertisements, etc. 

No person shall posU distribute or display signs, advertisements, circulars or printed or written matter at the aiiport 
except with the approval and in such a manner as may be prescribed by the aiiport manager. (Ord. No. 971 § 3.) 

Sec. 3-8. Animais.^ 

Animais shall not be pemiitted on the aiiport unless leashed or lestiained in such a marmer as to be onder control. 
(Ord. No. 971 § 3.) 

Sec. 3-9. General conduct of plane operators and owners. 

(a) Payment or satisfactory crédit airangements shall be made for storage, lepairs, supplies or services lendeied by 
the aiiport before flight clearance is gianted. 

(b) Aircraft shall be stoied and lepaiis made in the space designated for the puipose by the aiiport manager and in 
such space only. 

(c) Aircraft owners, their pilots, or agents, shall be responsible for the prompt lemoval of disabled aircraft and parts 
thereof. The aiiport manager or fedoal authorities may delay such action pending investigation of an accident 



^As to animais and fowl generally, see Ch. 5 of this code. 
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(d) Ail airpon propeny destroyed, injured or damaged by accident or otherwise shali be paid for by the party responsibie for 
such destruction, injury or damage thereto. 

(e) Aircraft engines shall not be started or run uniess a competerit operator is at the controis and unJess the aircraft is 
equipped with adéquate brakes, fully applied, or the wheels are secureiy biocked with blocks which can be removed safely. 

(f) Persons invoived in accidents on the airpon shali make a full report ihereon lo the manager as soon after the accident as 
possible. 

(g) No aircraft shall be left unattended on the airpon uniess properly secured or in a hangar. Owners of such aircraft shall be 
heid responsibie for any damage resuiting from the failure to comply with this mie. 

(h) No person shall take or use any aircraft, parts, instruments or tools thereon owned, controiled or operated by any other 
person while such aircraft, pans, instruments or toois are stored, housed or otherwise left on the airport or wiihin its hangar 
without the written consent of the owner or operator thereof, or satisfactory évidence of the right to do so duly presented to the 
airport manager. (Ord. No. 971 §3.) 

Sec. 3-10. Pire hazards generaily.^ 

(a) No activity including but not limited to painting, doping and cieaning shall be conducted on airport propeny with any 
flammable substances having a flash point below two hundred degrees Fahrenheit uniess the activité' and the manner in which it is 
to be condurted hâve been approved in writing by the airport manager. 

(b) Smoking shall be prohibited in cenain restricted posted areas. 

(c) No person shail keep, store or discard any flammable liquids, gases, signal flares, oily rags or other combustible maierial 
in the hangars or in any buildings on the airpon without the prior wrinen approval of the airport manager concerning the 
location and manner of conducting such storage or disposai opérations. 

(d) No person shail dump any waste, refuse or other material on the airport." 

(e) Hangar entrances shall be kepi clear at ail times for ingress and egress of tenants' aircraft. No person shall use flammable 
liquids in ihe cieaning of aircraft, aircraft engines, propellers and appliances without the prior written approval of the airpon 
manager concerning the location and manner of conduaing such cieaning op)erations . 

(f) Ail lessees on the airport shall keep their hangars and areas adjacent thereto, leased or used by them respectively, free and 
clear of waste material, rubbish and other flammable material. (Ord. No. 971 §3.) 

Sec. 3-1 1 . Fueli ng opérations.^ 

(a) No aircraft shall be fueled or drained while the engine is running, or while such aircraft is in a hangar or enciosed space. 

(b) No smoking shall be permitted within fifty feei of an aircraft being fueled or drained. 

(c) No person shall operate any radio transmitter or receiver or switch elearical appliances off or on in an aircraft during 
fueling or draining. 

(d) During fueling, the aircraft and the fuel dispensing apparatus shall be properly grounded. 

(e) Persons engaged in the fueling and draining of aircraft shall exercise due care. 

(f ) Adéquate fire extinguishers shall be within reach of ail fueling and draining opérations. 

(g) No person shall stan the engine of any aircraft when there is any excess gasoline on the ground under such aircraft. 

(h) Fueling hoses and defueiing equipment shall be maintained and operated in a safe and sound condition and shall be 
equipped with a grounding device to prevent ignition of volatile liquids. 

(i) .Aviation fuels and iubricants shall not be sold or dispensed into any aircraft or other containers on the airpon excepi in 
such a manner and under such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the airport manager. (Ord. No. 971 §3.) 

Sec. 3-12. Land transportation and traffic régulations generally.^ 

(a) Vehicies shall not be parked on the airpon other than in the maimer and at locations indicated in designated areas. 

(b) No common carrier veiiicie or vehicie for hire shall load or unload passengers or stand at the airport ai an>' place other 
than in the area designated by the airpon manager. 



* As to fire proteaion generally, ses ch. !3 of this code. 
As to refuse generally, see ch. 22 of ihis code. 
^ As to fire protection generally, see ch. 13 of this code. 
'.■\s to motor vehicies and traffic generally, see ch. 18 of this code. 
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(c) Motorized equipment shali noi be operated on the apron except by persons assigned to duty thereon or oihers authorized 
by the airpori manager. 

(d) No person shall operate any vehicie on any of the ianding areas unless authorized to do so by the airpon manager and :hen 
only in such a manner as may be prescribed. 

(e) Motor vehicles shall be operated in strict compiiance with speed limits prescribed by the airport manager and indicated by 
posted traffic signs, and in no event shall be in excess of twenty miles per hour. The airpon manager shall hâve authority to move 
vehicles parked in such places and in such a manner as to hinder any approved opération. Such authority shall inciude the 
authority to low away any such vehicie. (Ord, No. 971 §3.) 

Sec 3-13. Air mies. 

No aeronautical activity shall be conducted at the sdrport except in confonnance with the current fédéral air régulations. 

(a) Low flying within the confines of the traffic pattern, except in emergencies or when necessary to climb to the designated 
pattern altitude or descend to a Ianding, is prohibited. 

(b) No aircraft shall be taxied except at a safe and reasonabie speed and in no case in excess of fïfteen miles per hour. No 
aircraft shall take off or land, except in confonnance with the then approved traffic pattern, emergency landings excepted. 

(c) Aircraft shall not cross any ninway until the piiot has stopped and made certain by visual inspection that there is no 
danger of collision with any person or object. 

(d) Taxiing in and out of hangars is specifically prohibited. 

(e) Except in an emergency, no turn shall be made after takeoff until the airport boundary has been reached and the pilot has 
attained an altitude of at least fïve hundred feet and has ascertained that there will be no danger of tuming into the path of a 
following aircraft. 

(f) Aircraft leaving the pattern shall make a fony-flve degree turn away from the airpon after completing the f irst turn to the 
crosswind leg. 

(g) Aircraft entering the pattern shall enter at a forty-fîve degree angle to the downwind leg. 

(h) The airpon manager may refiise clearance or deiay a:iy flights or other opérations at the airpon for any reason he can 
justify in the interest of saf ety. 

(i) Initial takeoff shall be made ai the ends of the runway only. 

(j ) Formation flying is prohibited in the traffic panem on takeof fs and landings. 

(k) Engines shall be stopped while passengers are being enplaned or depianed. 

(1) The airport manager may reguiate practice touch and go landings whenever traffic volume is such thaï such régulation is 
necessary for the safe, orderiy opération of the airpon. 

(m) No aircraft shall remain on the Ianding or takeoff area for the purpose of instruaing students between flights. 

(n) Instructions from the control tower may take precedence over any of the above-mentioned air rules. (Ord. No. 971 §3.) 

Sec. 3-14. Fîrearms, etc."^ 

(a) No person except peace offîcers, duly authorized and post office, airpon and air carrier employées, or members of the 
armed forces of the United States on officiai duty, shall carry any fîrearms, inciuding BB gims, explosives, bows and arrows, or 
flammable maieriais on the airpon withouî the written permission of the airpon manager. Such permission may be granted by 
the airport manager for an indefinite period when circumstances warrant. 

(b) AU persons other than the excepted classes shall surrender ail such objects in their possession to the airDort manager. (Ord. 
No. 971 §3.) 

Sec. 3-1 5. Liabilîty of county, etc. 

The county, its agents or employées operating the airpon, assumes no responsibiiity for damage to propert>- stored thereon or 
property thereon of persons using the airpon facilities, by reason of fire, theft, vandaiism, windstorm, flood, earthquake or 
collision, nor does it assume any liability by reason of injury to persons while on the airpon or while using the facilities of the 
same. (Ord. No. 971 §3.) 



As ;o shcxMing, hunting, etc., from road or highway, ses §19-8 of this code. 
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§ 3-16 AIRPORT § 3-19 

Sec. 2-1 6. Rates and charges. 

The rates and charges for the use of land and facilities of the airport shall be those established from time to time by resolution 
of the Board of Supervisors. (Ord. No. 971 §3.) 

Sec. 3-17. VioJatîons and penaities. 

(a) Any person operating or handling any aircraft, vehicle, equipment or apparatus or using the airpon or any of its facilities 
in violation of the provisions of this article or other niles and régulations that may be prescribed, or refusing to compiy therewith, 
may be promptiy removed from the airport; moreover, for cause, any person might be deprived of and refused the further using 
of the airpon and its facilities by the airpon manager upon the order of his superior authority or on his own initiative for such 
length of time as may be required to insure the safeguarding of the airpon and the public and its interest therein. The manager 
shall exercise discrétion in this matter. If unnecessary hardship results, appeal may be made to the Board of Supervisors. 

(b) Any person who shall vioiate or refuse to abide by any of the provisions of this anicle, or any of the mies and régulations 
set forth in any section of this article, or any of the provisions of law incorporated herein, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
upon conviction thereof shall be punishable as provided by section 1-7. (Ord. No. 971 §3.) 

Articie 11. Airport Approach Zonîng Régulations.^ 

Sec. 3-18. Définitions ~ generaliy. 

For the purpose of this anicle, the following words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respeaively ascribed to them by this 
section: 

Airport. Sonoma County Airport, located latitude nonh 38° 30' 20", longitude, 122" 48' 30" west, publicly owned and 
operated and so located that its exterior boundaries or any area within two miles thereof lie whoUy or partly in unincorporated 
pans of the county. 

Airport référence point. A point selected and marked as the approximate géométrie center of the northwest-southeast ninway. 

Board ofzoning adjustments. The county board of zoning adjustments. 

Flight hazard; hazard to air navigation; obstruction to aerial navigation. .Any structure or use of land, or any tree or other 
objea of natural growth, which obstruas the air space required for the flight of aircraft in landing or taking off at the airpon or 
is otherwise hazardous to such landing or taking off of aircraft. 

Landing area. The area of the airpon used for the landing, taking off or taxiing of aircraft, consisting of the area e.xtending 
five hundred feet each side of the center line of each nmway and two hundred feet outward from the end of each runway, and 
containing no stniaures or trees above the aaual runway élévation. 

Nonconforming use. Any struaure or use of land which does not conform to a régulation prescribed in this anicle or an 
amendment thereto, as of the effective date of such régulations. 

Owner. The county or its legally constituted successor. 

Runway. The ponion of the landing area which has been hard-surfaced and is generaliy used for landing and taking off of 
aircraft. 

Structure. Any object construaed or installed by man, including, but without limitation, buildings, towers, smoke stacks and 
overhead transmission Unes. 

Tree. Any object of natural growth. (Ord. No. 629 §3.) 

Sec. 3-19. Same — Further définitions; airport referenced imaginary surfaces. 

Imaginary surfaces are established by référence to the landing area and to the airport référence point and consist of insirumeni 
runway approach surfaces, noninstrument runway approach surfaces, a horizontal surface, a conicai surface, and transitionai 
surfaces defined as follows: 



• 



' Editer 's note. — The Airport Approach Zonine Map and the sketch show-jr.g ihe varicus imafir.ary surfaces referred to in this arricie, which are a part o: rhe 
ordinance from which this article dérives, are not reproduced in this code. They wili be found on file in the office of ihe cier.k of the Board of Super\-isors. Copies 
are aiso availabie in the planning department. 

For State law as to authority of county to adopt and enforce airpon zonine régulations, see Gov. C. §50485.3. .As lo airport approaches zoning iaw generaliy. 
see Gov. C. §§504S5 to 50485. 14. .As to zoning generaliy, see en. 26 of this code. 
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§ 3-19 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 3-20 

(a) Insirument runway approach surfaces. The instrument nmway approach surface is an inciined plane located directiy 
above the iand lying beiow the instnimeni runway approach zone as hereinafter defined and consists of an imaginary surface 
sloping upward and outward and from each end of the landing area and starting its siope at the élévation of the ground ai the end 
of the landing area. Tnis surface consists of two seaions measured horizontaily out from a point beginning two hundred feet 
outward from the end of each runway. The inner section has a length of ten thousand feet and inciudes within the first two 
thousand five hundred feet a clear zone as defined in section 3-20. The outer section of the surface extends outward and upward 
an additionai fony thousand feet measured horizontaily along the ground beiow the surface. The surface is s>'nimetricaiiy located 
witfa respect to the runway cerner line extended and has a total width of one thousand feet al the end closest lo the runway. The 
surface f lares uniformiy to a total width of four thousand feet at the end of the ten thousand foot seaion and to a total width of 
sLxteen thousand fea at the end of the fony thousand foot seaion. The slope of the surface shaii be fifty to one for the inner ten 
thousand foot seaion and forty to one for the outer forty thousand foot section. The surface requirements specified in this article 
for instrument runways shall appiy to ail runways which may be used for instrument opération and to both ends of such runways. 

(b) Noninstrumem runway approach surfaces. A noninstrument runway approach surface is an inciined plane consisting of 
an imaginary sloping surface starting at the ground élévation at each end of the landing area of a noninstrument runway and 
sloping upward and outward from the horizontaily extended runway center line. Thèse surfaces hâve a total length of ten 
thousand feet measured horizontaily from a point begiiming two hundred feet outward from each end of a noninstrument 
nmway. Thèse approach surfaces each faave a total width of five hundred feet at the end closest to the end of the runway which 
width f lares uniformiy along the horizontaily extended center line of the runway to a total viddth of two thousand five hundred 
feet ai the end of the ten thousand foot section. For ail runways not intended for instrument opération, this approach surface 
siopje shall be forty to one. 

(c) Horizontal surface. The horizontal surface is a level plane circular in shape with its height one hundred and fifty feet 
above the published airpon élévation of one hundred and twenty-five feet mean sea level as established by the United States civil 
aeronautics authority (now the United States fédérai aviation agency) and has a radius from the airport référence point of ten 
thousand feet. 

(d) The conical surface. The conical surface extends upward and outward from the periphery of the horizontal surface with a 
slope of twenty to one measured by référence to vertical planes radiating outward in ail directions from the airport référence 
point. Thus measured radially outward from the periphery of the horizontal surface, the conical surface extends from such 
periphery for a horizontal distance of five thousand feet. 

(e) Transitional surface. The transitional surfaces are inciined planes with a slope of seven to one measured upward and 
outward in a vertical plane at right angles to the center line of the runway. The transitional surfaces, s^Tnmetricaiiy located on 
either side of the runway, extended upward and outward from a line on either side of the runway which is paraliel to and ievei 
vkith the runway center line. Thèse paraliel lines are ai a horizontal distance from the runway center line equai to one-half of one 
thousand feei (five hundred feet) or one-half of five hundred feet (two hundred and fifty feet) as indicated in subseaion (a) or (b) 
above, as the case may be. Transitional surfaces also extend from the edges of ail of the approach surfaces upward and outward 
to the interseaion with the horizontal surface, or the conical surface. The approach surfaces for instrument runways projecting 
through and beyond the limits of the conical surface bave a seven to one transitional surface extending a distance of five thousand 
feet measured horizontaily from the edge of the approach surfaces and at right angles to the nmway center line. (Ord. No. 629 
§4.) 

Sec. 3-20. Same — Furiher définitions and establishment of zones. 

In order to carry out the purposes of this anide, aU of the Iand surfaces and air space within the boundaries of the county 
airport and ail of the air space above the imaginary surfaces created and defined by tiiis anicle are divided into clear zones, 
insirument nmway approach zones, noninstrument runway approach zones, turning zones and transition zones as specifically 
outlined upon the map entitled "Airport Approach Zoning Map, Sonoma County Airport, Sonoma County, Califomia," which 
is attached to the original ordinance from which this article dérives and which is incorporated herein by référence and which map 
is hereby adopied as part of this anicle, and ail of such zones are hereby created and established; provided, however, thaï 
référence to the Iand and air space beiow the imaginary surfaces defined by this anicle shall be made for the purposes of 
horizontal measurement of zone areas and for control of the height of trees or struaures on such Iand which could, if not 
regulated, become hazards to aerial navigation. 
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(a) Clear zones. The sloping trapézoïdal imaginary surface and ail the air space above such surface immediateiy adjacent to 
the ends of the landing areas which hâve been cieared of ail above ground obstructions above the sloping surface starting at the 
end of such areas. Clear zones are inciuded as a smaller component pan of the instrument runway approach zones as defined in 
section 3-19. The standard clear zone dimensions are two thousand five hundred feet in length (measured along the horizontaliy 
extended cerner line of the runway) and one thousand feet vvide at the end closest to the runway, which width flares uniformly and 
symmetricaily along the horizontaliy extended nmway center line to the width of one thousand seven hundred and fifty feet at the 
end of the two thousand five hundred foot clear zone section. The imaginary surface slopes upward and outward from the 
ground élévation starting at the end of the landing and proceeds upward and outward at a ratio of one foot rise for each fifty feet 
of distance outward from the end of the landing area, measured along and paraliel to the runway center line extended. 

(b) Instrument runway approach zones. The instrument runway approach zones consist of ail the air space vertically above 
the instrument runway approach surfaces, and each is divided into a ten thousand foot seaion and an additional above the 
instrument nmway approach surfaces, and each forty thousand foot section, thèse dimensions and slopes corresponding to those 
described in the définition in seaion 3-19 of the instrument runway approach surfaces. The ten thousand foot seaion includes 
within the flrst two thousand five hundred feet a clear zone as described in subsection (a) of this seaion. 

(c) Noninstrument runway approach zones. The noninstrument nmway approach zones consist of alî the air space vertically 
above the noninstrument nmway approach surfaces. 

(d) Transition zones. The transition zones consist of aD the air space vertically above the transitional surfaces. 

(e) Tuming zones. The turning zones consist of ail the air space vertically above the horizontal surface and the conical 
surface. (Ord. No. 629 §5.) 

Sec. 3-21 . Procédure for determining obstructions to aerîai navigation. 

Trees, struaures or any other objects which projea above any landing area or above any of the imaginary surfaces or into any 
of the zones defined and created by this article shall be considered obstruaions to air navigation; trees, structures or other objeas 
exceeding the limiting heights above ground described in section 3-22 shall be considered obstructions to air navigation unless 
found not to be objectionable after spécial aeronautical study by the board of zoning adjustments; provided, however, that the 
mosi restrictive requirement of this article shall govem and control. Trees, struaures or other objeas which are located or will be 
located with respea to other objects of a permanent charaaer such that there will resuit no material increase in the aeronautical 
hazard will not be considered obstruaions to air navigation. (Ord. No. 629 §6.) 

Sec. 3-22. Limiting heights above ground. 

In addition to the requirements of seaion 3-21, trees, struaures or other objeas shall be considered obstructions to air 
navigation (unless a spécial aeronautical study indicates otherwise) if they occur in any one or more of the following catégories or 
are more than five hundred feet above ground élévation at any point within the boundaries of the coimty; provided, however, that 
nothing herein provided is intended to excuse compliance with any applicable law or régulation of the siate or of the United States 
of America: 

(a) Trees, struaures or other objeas on the land direaly below instrument runway approach zones shall be considered 
obstructions to air navigation if the tree, struaure or other objea is more than one hundred feet above the ground or more than 
one hundred feet above the approach end of the landing area, whichever permits the higher élévation of the tree, struaure or 
other objeas within three statute miles of the end of the landing area, and increasing in permissive height twenty-five feet for each 
additional statute mile of distance outward from the landing area, but not to exceed two himdred and fifty feet in permissive 
height within fifty thousand feet from the end of the landing area. 

(b) Trees, struaures or other objeas on the land direaly below the turning zone and within ten miles of the airport référence 
point shall be considered obstruaions to air navigation if the tree, struaure or other objea is more than one hundred and seventy 
feet above the ground or more than one hundred and seventy feet above the published airpon élévation, whichever permits the 
higher élévation of the tree, struaure or other objea wiihin three statute miles of the airport référence point and increasing in 
permissive height in the proportion of one hundred feet for each additional mile of distance from the airport référence point, but 
not to exceed five hundred feet above the groimd within ten statute miles from the airpon référence point. 
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(c) Trees, siruaures or oiher objects whose élévation would increase the final approach minimum flight aliitude. The final 
approach minimum flight altitude is normally established from the highesî point within five stature miles of the center line of the 
final approach course of a radio facility used for final lerdown to an airport, and extends for a distance of len statute miles aiong 
this course outward from the radio facility. The radio facility may be a radio range, nondirecrionaJ beacon (if marker), fan 
marker or the outer marker of an instrument landing System. 

(d) Trees, structures or other objects within a civil airway or air trafflc conirol area, more than one huiidred and sevenry feet 
above ihe ground or more than an élévation that would require the increase in an established minimum flight altitude, wiiichever 
perraits the higher élévation of the object. The minimum flight altitudes are normally established from the highest point within 
fïve statute miles of the center line of the civil airway or air traffic controi area for the section or airway or control area affected. 
(Ord. No. 629 §7.) 

Sec 3-23. Use restrictions generaiiy. 

(a) Notwithstanding any oiher provision of this article no use may be made of the land directly below any instrument runway 
approach zone, noninstrument approach zone, turnîng zone or transition zone, but not including the land area directly below the 
outer forty thousand foot seaions of the instrument runway approach zones and the transition zones adjacent to them, in such a 
manner as to create eiectrical interférence with radio communication between the airport and aircraft, make it diffîcult for flyers 
to distinguish between airpon lights and others, resuit in glare in the eyes of flyers, impair visibility, or otherwise endanger the 
landing, taking off , or maneuvering of aircraft. 

Within the air space and upon the land directly below the inner ten thousand foot sertion of instrument runway approach 
zones there shali not be ereaed any place of public assembiy including but not limited to churches, hospitais, schools and 
theaters. 

The maintenance and repair of ail uses on the land or water area vertically beiow the ciear zones, as defined in this article, 
such uses existing at the time the ordinance from which this article dérives was adopted,- shall not be prohibited. 

(b) Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this article as to height limitations or as to the prohibition of obstruaions to air 
navigation, but with the exception of the limits of this article as to the construttion of places of public assembiy and résidences, 
no provision of this article shall restria the construaion, érection or growth to iess than flfty feet in heig.ht above natural ground 
levei. 

(c) The construction of résidences verticaily beiow the clear zones subséquent to the adoption of the ordinance from which 
this anicle dérives^ shall be limited to the construction, restoration or replacement of such résidences that may be damaged or 
destroyed by fire, wind, storm or other natural causes; provided, however, that an existing résidence, venically below the ciear 
zones, may be replaced at the same site or ai a new site; provided, that the older résidence is removed within ninety days after the 
establishment of the newer résidence. (Ord. No. 629 §8.) 

Sec. 3-24. Nonconforming uses. 

The régulations prescribed in this article shall not be construed to require the removal, lowering or other change or altération of 
any structure or tree not conforming to such régulations as of the effective date the ordinance from which this article dérives," or 
otherwise to interfère with the continuance of any nonconforming use. Nothing contained in this article shall require any change 
in the construction, altération or intended use of any structure, the construction or altération of which was begun prior to the 
effective date of the ordinance from which this article dérives, and is diligently prosecuted and completed within one year thereof . 
(Ord. No. 629 §9.) 

Sec. 3-25. Usepermits. 

(a) Future uses. No struaure or tree above fifty feet above the natural terrain shall be erected, aitered, planted, allowed to 
grow to a greater height, or otherwise established, in any instrument runway approach zone, noninstrument nmway approach 
zone, turning zone or transition zone, but not including the areas in the outer forty thousand foot seaions of the instrument 
runway approach zones and the transition zones adjacent to them, uniess a use permit therefor shail hâve been applied for and 
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' Editor's noie. — The ordinance from which this anicle dérives was adopted June 14, 196C. 
^ Editor's note. — The ordinance from which this arâcie dérives was adopted June 14, 1960. 
Editor's noie. — The ordinance from which this anicie dérives was adopted June 14. 196C, and became effective thirty days ihereafte: 
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gianted. Each such application shall indicate the pinpose for which the pennit is desired, with sufficient détail to permit 
it to be determined whether Ûie resulting use, stnicture or trce would conform to the régulations prescribed by this article. 
If such deteimination is in the affirmative, the permit applied for shall be granted. 

(b) Existing uses. Beforc any existing use, structure or tree above fïfty feet (500 above the natuial terrain may be 
replaced, substantially altered or repaired, rebuilt, allowed to grow higher, moved to another locaticxi or replanted, within 
any instrument runway sçproach zone, noninstrument runway ^proach zone, tuming zone or transition zone, but not 
including the land below the outer forty thousand foot (40,0000 sections of the instrument runway approach zones and 
the transition zones adjacent to them, a pennit shall be secured authorizing such replacement, change or repair. No such 
permit shall be granted that would allow the estabiishmem or création of a flight hazard or permit a nonconforming use, 
structure or tree to be made or to become higher or become a greater hazard to air navigation than it was on the effective 
date of the ordinance from which this article dérives,^ or than it is when the application for a permit is made. Except 
as indicaled, ail applications for a permit for replacement, change, or repair of existing use, structure or tree shall be 
granted. No such permit shall be required to make maintenance repairs to or to replace parts of existing structures which 
do not enlarge or increase the height of the existing structure. (OnL No. 629 § 10.) 

Sec. 3-26. Variances. 

Any person desiring to erect any structure or increase the height of any structure, or permit the growth of any tree 
or use his property not in accordance with the régulations prescribed in this article may apply to the board of zoning 
adjustments for a variance therefrom. Such variance shall be allowed where a literal ^plication or enforcement of the 
regulatiŒis prescribed by this article would resuit in practical diffîculty or uimecessary hardship and the relief granted 
would not be contrary to the public interest but would do substantial justice and be in accordance with the spirit of this 
article; provided, however, that any variance may be subject to such reasonable conditions and restrictions as the board 
of zoning adjustments may deem necessary. (Ord. No. 629 § 11.) 

Sec. 3-27. Hazard marking and lighting. 

Any permit or variance granted under ûûs article may, if such action is deemed advisable to effectuate the purpose 
of this article and reasonable in the circumstances, be so conditioned as to require the owner of the object in question, 
at his own expense, to install, operate and maintain thereon such markers and lights according to the current United States 
fédéral aviation agency crit^a as may be necessary to indicate to flyers the présence of a flight hazard. (Ord. No. 629 
§12.) 

Sec. 3-28. Conflicting régulations. 

Where a provision of this article imposes a greater or more stiingent restriction upon the use of land than is imposed 
or required by any other provision of this code or any other ordinance or régulation, the provision of this article shall 
govem. (Ord. No. 629 § 17.) 

Sec. 3-29. Administrative agency designated. 

The board of zoning adjustments is hereby designated as the admirûstiative agency charged with the duty of 
administering and enforcing the régulations prescribed by this article. (Ord. No. 629 § 13.) 

Sec. 3-30. Appeais. 

In case an applicant is not satisfied with the décision of the board of zoning adjustments he may, within ten (10) days, 
appeal in writing to the board of supervisors. A copy of such appeal shall be submitted by the applicant to the board 
of zoning adjustments. The board of supervisors shall render its décision within sixty (60) days after receipt by such 
board of such appeal. (Ord. No. 629 § 14.) 



^Ed'aor'snoie. — The ordinance from which this article dérives was adopted June 14. 1960, and became effective thirty (30) days theieafter. 
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Sec. 3-31. Confonnity to article by county officiais, etc.— Pennits, etc., in conflict with article void. 

Ail departments. officiais and public employées of the coimty who or which are vested with the duty or authoity to 
issue pennits ex licenses shall conform to the provisions of this article and shall issue no such permit or license for uses, 
buildings or purposes where the same would be in conflict with the provisions of this article, and such permit or license, 
if issued in conflict with the provisions of this article, shall be null and void. (Ord. No. 629 § 15.) 

Sec. 3-32. Enforcement of article. 

It shall be the duty of the board of zoning adjustments to enforce the provisions of this article potaining to the érection, 
construction, reconstruction, moving, conversion, altération œ addition to any building or structure. It shaU be the duty 
of the sheriff of the county and ail officers of the county herein otherwise charged by law with the enforcement of this 
article to enforce this article and ail the provisions of the same. (Ord. No. 629 § 15.) 

Sec. 3-33. Violations of article. 

Any person, whether as principal, agent, employée or otherwise, violating or causing or permitting the violation of any 
of the provisions of tfiis article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punishable by 
a fine of not more than three hundred dollars ($300.00), or by impnsonment in the county jail for a term not exceeding 
three (3) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment Such person shall be deemed to be guilty of a separate offense 
for each day during any portion of wiiich any violation of this article is committed, continued or permitted by such 
person, and shaU be punishable as herein provided. 

Any building or structure set up, erected, constructed, altered, enlarged, converted, moved or maintained contiary to 
the provisions of ttiis article, or any use of any land, building or premises established, conducted, operated or maintained 
contrary to the provisions of this article, shall be, and the same is hereby declaied to be unlawful and a public nuisance, 
and the district attomey of the county shall, upon order of the board of supervisors, immediately commence action or 
proceedings for the abatement and removal and enjoinment thereof in the manner provided by law, and shall take such 
other steps, and shall apply to such courts as may hâve jurisdiction to grant such relief as will abate or remove such 
building or structure, and restrain and enjoin any person bom setting iq), erecting, building, maintaining or using any 
such building ch* structure or using any property contrary to the iRX>visions of this article. 

The remédies provided for herein shall be cumulative and not exclusive. (Ord. No. 629 § 15.) 

Article m. Noise Control. 
Sec. 3-40. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this article, the following wOTds and phrases shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them 
by this section: 

"Airport" means Sonoma County Airport 

"Director of aviation" means the director of aviation for Sonoma County or his or her duly authorized représentative. 

"Person" means any individual, firm, association, organization, partnership, business trust, corporation or company. 
(Ord. No. 4440 § 2, 1991.) 

Sec. 3-41. Restrictions. 

(a) It shaU be unlawful for any person to do any of the following: 

(1) Opeiate any aircraft at the airport between the hours of 6:00 a-m. and 10:00 p.m. which exceeds 83.2 
dBA(Lmax) on takeoff; 

(2) Operate any aircraft at the airport between the hours of IChCX) p.m. and 6:00 ajn. which exceeds 72 dBA 
(Lmax) on takeoff. 
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(b) Compliance with the single-event standards set forth in subsection (a) of this section shall be detennined by 
référence to the takeoff noise levéls listed in FederaJ Aviation Administration Advisory Circular 36-3E, Estimated Noise 
Levels in A-Weighted Décibels, or the version of that document currcntly in effecL No adjustment for gross weight will 
be allowed. Aircraft types and models which are not listed in Advisory Circular 36-3E shall be allowed to operate at 
the airport only if: 

(1) The Fédéral Aviation Administration détermines that the spécifie aircraft type and model would meet the noise 
limits stated above if it were tested accoiding to Fédéral Aviation Administration ixxx:eduiies; and 

(2) The operator obtains the approval of the director of aviation certifying that opération of the aircraft is 
compatible with conditions for opération of the airport (Ord. No. 4440 § 2, 1991.) 

Sec. 3-42. Presumption of aircraft noise violation. 

(a) In the event that the director of aviation détermines to his or her reasonable satisfaction that a particular type or 
class of aircraft cannot meet the noise level restrictions set forth in Section 3-41, it shall be presumed that operaticm 
of such aircraft will resuit in a violation of those restrictions and any aircraft of such particular type or class stiall not 
be permitted to land on, tie down on, be based at, ex take ofif from the airport 

(b) The owner or operator of any aircraft presumed to violate the noise restrictions set fortfi in Section 3-41 shall be 
entitled to rebut such presumption to the reasonable satisfaction of the direaor of aviation by ftimishing évidence to 
the contrary, including, but not limited to, changes in operating procédures, retro-fïtting measures and changes in engine 
or maintenance. (Ord. No. 4440 § 2, 1991.) 

Sec. 3-43. Enforcement. 

(a) The director of aviation shall hâve the duty and authority to enforce the provisions of this article pursuant to 
Califomia Pénal Code Section 836 J. 

(b) The rights of the county under this article are supplementary to its rights under contrac t (Ord. No. 4440 §2,1991.) 

Sec. 3-44. Vioiatlorv— Penalty— Presumptions. 

(a) No aircraft shall be operated at the airport in violation of this article. 

(b) Any person who opérâtes an aircraft in violation of this article or any person who counseis, aids, assists or abets 
any oth^ person in the opération of an aircraft in violation of this article shall be guilty of an infraction punishable by 
fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for the first such violation, and shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six (6) months, 
or by both fine and imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six (6) months, or by both fine and imprisoimient 
for the second and any fmther violations within two (2) years of the first violation. Provided, in the case of any training 
flight in which both the instructor pilot and a student pilot are in an aircraft operated in violation of this article, the 
instructor pilot shall be rebuttably presumed to hâve caused such violation. 

(c) For purposes of this article, if the pilot of an aircraft cannot be otherwise identified, the bénéficiai owner of the 
aircraft shall be presumed to be the pilot of the aircraft with authority to control the aircraft's opération, or presumed 
to hâve authorized or assisted in the aircraft opération. Such presumption may be rebutted only if the owner or lessee 
identifies the person who in fact was ûie pilot at the time of the asserted violation of this article. 

(d) In the event any aircraft is found to be the cause of three (3) or more violations of this article within a three (3) 
year period, then it shall be presumed that opération of such aircraft will resuit in continued violation of this article. 
Such aircraft shall not be permitted to tie down or be based on the airport nor shall such aircraft be permitted to land 
at or take off from the airport except in emergencies for the préservation of life or property as reasonably determined 
by the director of aviation. Provided, the owner or operator of such aircraft shall be entitled to rebut such presumption 
to the reasonable satisfaction of the director of aviation by fiimishing évidence to the contrary, including, but not limited 
to, changes in operating personnel, retro-fitting measures, changes in engine or maintenance. (Ord. No. 4440 § 2, 1991.) 
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Sec. 3-45. Exemptions. 

The foUowing catégories of aiicraft shall be exempt from the provisions of this article: 

(a) Aircraft operated by the United States of America or the state of Califomia; 

(b) Aircraft used for law enforcemenl, emergency, fire fighting or xescue pinposes by any county, city or other local 
agency; 

(c) Aircraft used for emergency flights for médical puiposes by any law enforcement, fire fighting, military or other 
peison providing emergency flights for médical purposes; 

(d) Aircraft used for emergency purposes during an emergency which has been officially proclaimed by compétent 
authority pursuant to the laws of the United States, the state of Califomia, or Sonoma County; 

(e) Aircraft engaged in landing(s) or takeoff(s) while conducting tests under the direction of the director of aviation 
in an attempt to rebut the presumption of aircraft noise violation pursuant to subsectim (b) of Section 3-42; 

(f) Aircraft which are being operated under a declared in-flight emergency (exemption for landings cxily). (Ord. No. 
4440 § 2, 1991.) 

Sec. 3-46. Education, transition, or modification period. 

This article shall not be enforced prior to January 24, 1992. Such period is to permit éducation of the aviaticHi 
community to the existence of the noise limitations contained in this article, to provide reasonable notification to those 
aircraft presumptively incapable of meeting the noise limitations, and to allow a reasonable period for transition to quieter 
models or modification of existing equipment to permit compliance with the noise limitations. (Ord. No. 4440 § 2, 1991.) 
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CHAPTER4 

AMUSEMENTS' 



Article I. Public Dances and Dance Halls. 
Division 1. Generally. 

§ 4-1 Duty of manager to préserve order, etc. 

Division 2. License. 

§ 4-2 Required. 

§ 4-3 Application — ^When and with whoni filed. 

§ 4-4 Same — Refeirals and reports — ^Déniai generally. 

§ 4-5 Same — ^Notice of déniai — Appeal. 

§ 4-6 Issuance — ^Teims and conditions. 

§ 4-7 Fées — ^Terras. 

§ 4-8 Posting. 

§ 4-9 Transferability. 

§ 4-10 Suspension and revocation — Generally. 

§4-11 Same — ^Notice and appeal. 

§ 4-12 Opening or conducting dance or dance hall without license. 

§ 4-13 Exemptions from division. 

Article II. Card Rooms. 

Division 1. Generally. 

§ 4-14 Necessity of license. 

§ 4-15 Registration of employées — ^Required. 

§ 4-16 Définitions. 

§ 4-17 Prohibited persons or activities. 

§ 4-18 Prohibition against pennitting intoxicated persons or minors to play, gambling on crédit and hours of opération. 

Division 2. License. 

§ 4-19 License issued by sheriif — ^Term of license. 

§ 4-20 License — ^Application, procedm-e and conditions. 

§ 4-21 Application and renewal fées. 

§ 4-22 Application — ^Required content 

§ 4-23 Location, safety and limitations on establishment, tables. 

§ 4_24 Suspension, revocation, or déniai of license or permit by sheriff. 

§ 4-25 Repealed. 

§ 4-26 Repealed. 

§ 4-27 Violation of article — PimishmenL 

§ 4-28 Repealed. 

§ 4-29 Posting of summary of rules. 

Article III. Cireuses, etc. 

Division 1. Generally. 

§ 4-34 "Itinérant show" defïned. 

§ 4-35 Effect of conviction, etc. — Construction of article. 



'As to cable télévision, see ch. 8 of this code. As to parks and récréation, see ch. 20. 
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Division 2. License. 

§ 4-36 Required. 

§ 4-37 Application. 

§ 4-38 Fées — Established. 

§ 4-39 Same — ^Deemed debt due county, etc. 

§ 4-40 Issuance — Contents. 

§ 4-41 Transfer and assignment. 

§ 4-42 Powers and duties of peace officers. 

Article IV. Outdoor Theaters. 

§ 4-50 Pmpose. 

§4-51 Déclaration of public nuisance. 

§ 4-52 Inapplicability of crimina] penalties. 

§ 4-53 through § 4-59. Reserved. 

Article V. Bingo Games. 

§ 4-60 Organizations eligible for county pennit to conduct bingo games. 

§ 4-61 Application for permit. 

§ 4-62 Organizations exempt fnom fee. 

§ 4-63 Applicant must be qualified. 

§ 4-64 Contents of application. 

§ 4-65 Contents of permiL 

§ 4-66 Permit to be posted. 

§ 4-67 Summary suspension of permit pending opportunity for hearing — ^Misdemeanor to continue after suspension — ^Révocation. 

§ 4-68 Révocation of license — Altemate procédure. 

§ 4-69 Appeal of révocation to Board of Supervisors. 

§ 4-70 Définition of "bingo". 

§ 4-71 Maximum amount of prize. 

§ 4-72 Profits to be kept in separate fimd or accounL 

§ 4-73 Financial interest in pennit holder only. 

§ 4-74 Exclusive opération by permit holder. 

§ 4-75 Bingo games open to public. 

§ 4-76 Attendance iimited to occupancy capacity. 

§ 4-77 Bingo games conducted only on pennit holder property. 

§ 4-78 Minors not to participaie. 

§ 4-79 Intoxicated persons not to participate. 

§ 4-80 Hours of opération. 

§ 4-81 Participant must be présent. 

§ 4-82 Violation of article a misdemeanor. 

§ 4-83 Receipt of profit by a person a misdemeanor under state law. 

§ 4-84 County may eojoin violation. 

§ 4-85 County area subject to article. 

§ 4-86 Severability. 

Article VI. Picture Arcades. 

§ 4-90 Purpose. 

§ 4-91 Définitions. 

§ 4-92 Pennit required. 

§ 4-93 Pennit application. 

§ 4-94 Operanng requirements. 

§ 4-95 Sale or transfer of business. 

§ 4-96 Approval, revocation and déniai of permits. 

§ 4-97 Nonconfonning establishments. 

§ 4-98 Penalties. 
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Article Vil. Disturbing the Peace. 

§ 4-101 General provisioiis. 

§ 4-102 Sononaiy abatemenL 

§ 4-103 Calcnlation of fee. 

§ 4-104 Failnrc to pay costs. 

§ 4-105 Appeal to fte sheriff for leview. 
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Article I. Public Dancës and Dance Halls.- 

Sec. 4-1 . Duty of manager to présente order, etc. 

It shall be îhe duty of the manager of any public dance hall, or any public dance, to préserve order therein at ail times and to 
ejea from such dance hall or place where a public dance is being conducted any person disturbing the jjeace therein or conduciing 
faimself in any disorderly manner. (Ord. No. 922 §9.) 

Division 2. License\ 

Sea4-2. Required. 

Any person desiring to open or condua a public dance hall, or any hall, room, pavillon or place in which a public dance is to be 
held, or any public dance, shall first procure from the Board of Supervisors a license to do so. (Ord. No. 922 §2.) 

Sec. 4-3. Application — When and with whom fiied. 

The application for a license required by this article shall be fïled with the license collector at least thirty days prior to the dance 
or séries of dances for which the license is sought. (Ord. No. 922 §2.) 

Sec. 4-4. Same — Retenais and reports; déniai generally. 

The license collector shall refer the application for the license required by this article to the sheriff and to the building 
department of the county for investigation and repon to the Board of Supervisors. Upon receipt of such reports, the Board of 
Supervisors may deny such application if it détermines that it would be injurions to the public health, safety, welfaxe or moraJs of 
the people of the coimty to condua such dance or dance hall upon the premises for which the permit is sought. (Ord. No. 922 §2.) 

Sec. 4-5. Same — Notice of déniai; appeal. 

If the Board of Supervisors dénies any application for a license under the provisions of this article, notice of déniai of such 
application shall be given in writing to the appiicant within len days after such déniai. Notice shall be effected by service upon the 
applicant, by registered or certified mail, addressed to the address of the appiicant as shown on his application. The appiicant 
may appeal therefrom by fîling a written notice of such appeal with the cierk of the Board of Supervisors no later than twenty 
days after the déniai of the application. Upon the fîling of such notice of appeal, the Board of Supervisors shall schedule a 
hearing within fîfteen days. The applicant, the sheriff and the county counsei shall be notified of the date of the hearing of such 
appeal. (Ord. No. 922 §3.) 

Sec 4-6. Issuance; terms and conditions. 

The license required by section 4-2 shall be issued by the license collector of the county upon order of the Board of Supervisors 
and under the terms and conditions of this article. (Ord. No. 922 §2.) 

Sec 4-7. Fées; terms. 

Ail applications for iicenses under the provisions of this article shall be accompanied by the required fee and no license shall be 
granted xmtil such fee is paid. Such fées shaU be as follows: 
(a) For a license for a single dance, fîve dollars per dance. 



*For staie iaw as to marathon dances and exhibitions, see Pen. C. §§ 1 1450 to 1 1454. 

"For State Jaw as to aiuhority of county to license for piupose of régulation, see BJcP.C. §16100 et seq. As to finance and taxation generally, see ch. 12 of this 
code. 
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(b) For a iicense for a séries of five or more dances, twenty-five dollars per year. 

AU licenses to condua a dance hall or séries of dances issued under the provisions of this article shall be vaiid only so long as 
the yeariy fee therefor shall hâve been paid and shall cease and terminate upon the default of payment in advance of any 
installment of such yeariy fee and shall in no event be in force or effea after May 15 following its issuance. No fee paid under this 
article shall be refunded. (Ord. No. 922 §7.) 

Sec.4-a. Posting. 

It shall be the duty of any person conducting a public dance or place where a public dance is to be conduaed within the county, 
before opening such hall or place for the purpose of conducting a public dance th^ein, to post in a conspicuous place therein the 
Iicense for conducting the same and to keep such Iicense posted until the expiration thereof and then to remove the same, and it 
shall be unlawful for any such person to condua such public dance hall or permit any public dance to be conducted while such 
Iicense is not so posted. (Ord. No. 922 §8.) 

Sec. 4-9. Transferabiiity. 

Licenses issued under this article shall not be transférable and any attempt to transfer shall render the Iicense invalid. (Ord. No. 
922 §4.) 
Sec. 4-10. Suspension and revocation — generaily. 

Licenses under this article may be suspended or revoked by the Board of Supervisors upon violation of any of the provisions of 
this article or when it is found by the Board of Supervisors thaï the continued opération of a dance on such précises will be 
injimous to the health, safety, weifare and morais of the people of the county. (Ord. No. 922 §5.) 

Sec. 4-11. Same — Notice and appeaL 

Upon the suspension or revocation of a Iicense by the Board of Supervisors under this section, notice of such suspension or 
revocation shall be given in writing to the licensee within ten days after such suspension or révocation. Noùce shall be effective by 
service upon the licensee by registered or certified mail, addressed to the address of the licensee as shown on fais appiiiation. The 
licensee may appeal therefrom by fîling a written notice of such appeal with the clerk of the Board of Supervisors within twenty 
days after such suspension or révocation. The Board of Supervisors, upon the ffling of such notice of appeal, shall schedule a 
hearing within fifteen days. The licensee, the sheriff and the coimty counsel shall be notified of the date of the hearing of such 
appeal. (Ord. No. 922 §6.) 

Sec 4-12. Opening or conducting dance or dance hall without iicense. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to open or conduct any public dance hall, or to carry on or conduct any public dance within 
the county outside of the limits of a municipal corporation without f irst obtaining a Iicense to do so. (Ord. No . 922 § 1 .) 

Sec. 4-13. Exemptions from division. 

The word "person** as used in this article shall inciude fîrm, corporation, club or association of persons; provided, faowever, 
that no iicense required by this division shall be required of any organization which is qualifîed to receive a club Iicense under the 
provisions of article 4, chapter 3, division 9 of the Business and Professions Code of the state or any amendment thereto, or any 
nonprofit social or dance club in existence for at least one year and having at least twenty-five adult members. (Ord. No. 922 
§10.) 



4-4 



§ 4-14 AMUSEMENTS § 4-17 

Article II. Card Rooms/ 

Division 1. Generally. 

Sec. 4-14. Necessity of license. 

No person shall peraiit or suffer gambling of any type lawfiil under the laws of the State of Califomia to be conducted 
in any premises owned, possessed, or controlled by him within the unincorporated area of the Coiinty of Sonoma, 
California, without a cmrent gambling license valid under this article. (Ord. No. 5151 § 1, 1999: Ord. No. 2038 § 1.) 

Sec. 4-15. Registration of employées — Required. 

No individual shall act as operator or dealer in any premises licensed for gambling hereunder without a current dealer's 
permit, valid under this article. No one shall be issued a permit who is disqualified from holding a state gambling license 
pursuant to the Business and Professions Code Section 19850. No permit shall be issued to an individual if the division 
of gambhng control objëcts to the issuance of the pennit to that individual. (Ord. No. 5151 § 2, 1999: Ord. Nos. 203, 
2971 § 1.) 

Sec. 4-16. Définitions. 

As used in this article, the following words shall hâve the meaning ascribed to them in this section: 

a. "Person" means and includes individual, parmership, corporation, association, club, firm or entity of any character 
whatsoever. 

b. "Dealer" means any individual dealing a gambhng game or who opérâtes or manages said game or games on the 
premises licensed hereunder. 

c. "Gaming licensee" means any person or persons who are currently licensed under this article. 

d. "Gambhng" means the playing for chips representing money of those card games which are not outiawed by 
Califomia statutory law or the Sonoma County Code. 

e. "Sheriff ' means the sheriff of Sonoma County or his authorized deputy. 

f. A "propositional player" is an individual who receives compensation firom a gaming licensee to function as a player. 
(Ord. No. 5151 § 3, 1999: Ord. No. 2971 § 2.) 

Sec. 4-17. Prohibited persons or activities. 

It shall be unlawfiil for: 

a. Any propositional player or licensed dealer, to function as a player for the cardroom without identifying that fact 
by wearing an identification badge; 

b. An individual to act as dealer, or operator in a cardroom without a valid dealer's permit; 

c. An individual not employed by the licensee to act as dealer or operator in a cardroom; 

d. An individual under âge twenty-one (21) to act as a dealer, or operator in a cardroom; 

e. Any game to be played at an uniicensed table in a cardroom; 

f. Any game to be played at any table where a licensed dealer is not présent at ail times at the table; 

g. An individual who has been convicted of any felony to be employed in any capacity in a cardroom; 

h. Any individual to be employed in any capacity in a cardroom without undergoing and passing a background check, 
as directed by the Sheriff; 

i. Any gambling games declared illégal under the laws of the state of Califomia to be played in a cardroom; 

j. Pai Gow to be played under any circumstances in a cardroom; 

k. Any employée to play any game in a cardroom, except as provided in subsection a of this section while in the 
course of their employment; 

1. Any player to wager in excess of five hundred dollars ($5(X).00) per individual bet. No-limit and high-limit bets 
may be allowed in designated toumament game areas and only during authorized toumaments. In no other case shall 
individual bets higher than five hundred dollars ($500.00) be allowed in poker games, nor shall bets higher than two 



*For state law as to gambling generally, see Pen. C. § 330 et seq. 
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hundred dollars (S200.00) be allowed in Caiifomia blackjack games. The player bank may cover the bets which are |^B 

provided for in this section. (Ord. No. 5151 § 4, 1999: Ord. No. 2971 § 2.) ^^ 

Sec. 4-18. Prohibition agaînst permitting intoxicated persons or minors to play, gambiing on crédit, 
and hours of opération. 

No gaming licensee shall permit or suffer in any licensed premises: 

a. Gambiing on crédit or for anything of value other than chips representing cash or lawful money of the United 
States; 

b. Gambiing by an individual noticeably under the influence of intoxicants or dnigs of any kind; 

c. Gambiing by any individual under twenty-one (21) years of âge; 

d. Gambiing between the hours of 4:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. the same day ; provided, however, that gambiing may occur 
twenty-four (24) hours a day between 9:00 a.m. Friday and 4:00 a.m. on the foilowing Monday. The gaming Hcensee 
shall be responsible for ail security on the hcensed premises as it applies to the gaming tables and customers. The sheriff 
may require that a qualified uniformed security guard be présent between 4:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays. (Ord. No. 5151 § 5, 1999.) 

Division 2. Licenses 

Sec. 4-19. License issued by sheriff— Term of iicense. 

a. Gaming licenses are issued by the sheriff. 

b. Licenses are issued and expire on an annual basis. 

c. Licenses are valid for a maximum period of one year, begiraiing from the date of issuance and expiring on March 
31st. 

d. Licenses are personal and nontransferable. (Ord. No. 5151 § 6, 1999.) 

Sec. 4-20. License — ^Application, procédure and conditions. 

Applications for original issuance under this article of an annual license shall be filed with the sheriff at least 60 days 
before the date of beginning of the proposed license period. Applications for renewal of an annual Ucense shall be filed 
with the sheriff at least 30 days before the date of begimiing of the proposed renewal period. Each application shall be 
in writing on a fonn provided by the sheriff and shall conform to the procédure and conditions foilowing: 

a. Each application shall contain: 

(1) Name and address of the premises sought to be licensed; 

(2) Description of the business operated or sought to be operated in said premises; 

(3) Name, occupation, and résidence address of each person with a flnancial interest in the premises or the business 
operated or sought to be operated therein; 

(4) The number of gaming tables sought to be licensed; 

(5) The name and résidence of each employée of applicant in the gaming business sought to be licensed; 

(6) A récent photograph and fingerprints (to be taken by the sheriff) of each individual applicant and gaming 
employée; 

(7) The period of time for which the license is sought; 

(8) The amount of the license fee for such time, which fee shall be paid at the time of fîling of the application; 

(9) A statement of applicant's understanding that business conducted pursuant to the license must comply with 
this article and the laws conceming gambiing of the United States and the State of Caiifomia, and that any violation 
of this article will warrant suspension or revocation of ail gaming licenses issued to applicant either individually or jointly 
with others; 

(10) The consent of applicant to the examination and inspection by the sheriff of the gaming premises for which 
a license is sought or issued and ail equipment used in gaming opérations at any time during business hours throughout 
the period intervening the date of the application and the expiration of the license; 

(11) A vérification under penalty of peijury of ail information in the application executed by each person having 
any financial interest in the business sought to be licensed, each of whom shall be an applicant. 

b. Each applicant may provide the sheriff with letters of référence which demonsîrate the applicant's good moral 
character and réputation. 
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c. The sheriff shall inspect the premises sought to be licensed and the equipment sought to be used in the licensed 
business and shall investigate the background of the applicant(s) named in the application. The sheriff shall issue à 
gaming license only to applicants whose application, background, and premises fiilly comply with the requirements of 
this article. The sheriff shall, within fïve (5) days (Saturdays, Sundays and holidays excluded), give written notice to 
the gaming commission of the time he takes action to issue, deny, suspend or revoke any gaming license. 

d. A gaming license shall not be issued: 

( 1 ) For premises in which the sheriff finds, on recommendation of appropriate officiais, that occupancy occasioned 
by gaming opérations will cause or intensify a safety, zoning, health or fire hazard; 

(2) For gaming areas in which individuals under twenty-one (21) years of âge are permitted or in which gaming 
opérations wilI endanger or be injurious to public health or safety; 

(3) To any applicant who has had any type of gambling license or permit denied or revoked for cause by any 
public agency in this or any other state; 

(4) To any applicant who within ten (10) years preceding the date of application has been convicted of a felony 
or a gambling offense. 

e. Each gaming license shall be posted in plain view in a conspicuous place in the licensed premises. Each gaming 
licensee shall keep the premises open and imlocked during ail hours when gaming is occurring. 

f. A gaming license shall not be transférable from person to person, but may be transferred to another location 
provided that the requirements of section 4-20(d)(l) are met. 

g. Each gaming licensee shall give written notice to the sheriff within twenty-four (24) hours, excluding Sundays 
and légal holidays, of the time of occurrence of any change in licensed personnel. Such written notice shall state the 
name and résidence address of the licensed personnel hired or separated, the capacity in which each of such personnel 
was or is employed, and the date of change. 

h. Applications for renewal of a license shall be in the same form as applications for original issuance of a license. 
The shCTiff may waive completion of those portions of the application in which he détermines that he has current, 
accurate data in his file. (Ord. No. 2971 § 5.) 

Sec. 4-21. Application and renewal fées. 

Ail fées shall be established by resolution of the Sonomâ Couiity Board of Supervisors to assist in funding the cost 
of administration and enforcement of this article. (Ord. Nos. 2076 §§ 2, 3; 2971 § 6.) 

Sec. 4-22. Application — Required content 

Dealer's shall be issued by the sheriff on an annual basis and shall be valid for the period from July 1 until the 
foUowing June 30 or the portion thereof following the date of issuance and until the next succeeding June 30. 
Applications for renewal of a dealer's permit shall be fîled with the sheriff at least thirty (30) days before the date of 
beginning of the proposed renewal period. Each application shall be in writing on a form provided by the sheriff and 
shall conform to the procédures and conditions following: 

a. Each application shall contain: 

(1) Name, résidence address, and date of birth; 

(2) Name and address of the business establishment in which the applicant is or will be employed; 

(3) A récent photograph and fîngerprints may be taken by the sheriff of the applicant; 

(4) A statement of the applicant's understanding that activities carried on pursuant to the permit must comply 
with this article and the laws of the United States and the State of Califomia conceming gambling and that any violation 
of this article or Califomia or United States laws regarding gambling will warrant suspension or cancellation of the 
permit. 

(5) A list of the names and addresses of the applicant's places of résidence and employment during the preceding 
fîve (5) years; 

(6) A vérification under penalty of peijury of ail information contained in the application; 

(7) Renewal applications shall be in the same fonn as original applications. 

b. Each applicant may provide to the sheriff letters of référence which demonstrate the apphcant's good moral 
character and réputation. The sheriff may issue a temporary dealer's permit which shall be valid as a dealer's permit 
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hereunder during the pendency of the sheriff s investigation or until notice to the applicant of déniai of the permit applied 
for. 

c. The sheriff shall investigate the background of each apphcant and shall issue a dealer's permit only to an applicant 
whose application and background fully comply with the requirements of this article. 

d. A dealer's permit shall not be issued: 

(1) To any applicant who has had any type of gambling license or permit denied or revoked for cause by any 
public agency in this or any other state; 

(2) To any applicant who within the ten (10) years preceding the date of application has been convicted of a felony 
or a gambling offense; 

(3) To any applicant who is under twenty-one (21) years of âge. 

e. Dealer's permits shall not be transférable. 

f. Each dealer, while dealing a card game, and each shill, while acting as a shill, shall wear an identification badge 
containing his/her fîrst name clearly printed in block letters at least three-eighths (3/8) inch in height, visible and legible 
to ail players. Each dealer and shill shall hâve a valid dealer's permit in his/her possession while so acting. (Ord. No. 
2971 § 7.) 

Sec. 4-23. Location, safety and limitations on establishment, and tables. 

a. Gambling licenses may be issued only for establishments located in zoning districts designated LC or Cl , provided 
a use permit has been issued for an approved spécifie street address. 

b. Gaming licensees are responsible for maintaining the safety of patrons or individuals in or adjacent to gaming 
establishments. This obligation includes, but is not limited to, retaining security services, installing and maintaining 
monitoring equipment, or instimting other measures as directed by the sheriff. A plan to provide for the safety and 
security of patrons must be submitted to the sheriff for review and approval. Failure to maintain adéquate safety and 
security shall provide grounds to take action against gaming licensees up to and including revocation of licenses. 

c. The maximum number of gaming establishments which may be licensed in the unincorporated county of Sonoma 
is one, 

d. The maximum number of gaming tables which may be maintained in any gaming establishment is ten (10) except 
as may be authorized by the state of Califomia for temporary spécial licenses as may be authorized by Section 19942 
of the Business and Professions Code, its régulations, and as authorized by the sheriff for a period not to exceed seventy- 
two (72) hours in duration. 

e. Before it shall be allowed to operate, each gambling establishment shall adopt rules for per-hand charges and 
wagering limits in each game, ail of which is subject to the approval of the sheriff. The per-hand charge to be assessed 
by the establishment, if any, and wagering limits must be posted in conspicuous places throughout the establishment 
and at the gambling tables in such a manner as to provide the patrons adéquate notice of the per-hand charges and 
wagering limits. Said per-hand charges shall com.ply with the requirements of state law. (Ord. No. 5151 § 7, 1999.) 

Sec. 4-24. Suspension, revocation, or déniai of license or permît by sheriff. 

The sheriff for good cause may suspend, revoke, or deny any gaming license or dealer's penniL Good cause for déniai, 
suspension, or revocation shall consist of a fînding by the sheriff from substantial, reliable évidence that: 

a. The licensee or pennittee has violated or is violating any provision of this article or any law conceming gambling 
of the United States or the State of Califomia; or 

b. The licensee or permittee has been convicted of any criminal act involving moral turpitude; or 

c. The continuance of the licensee's or permittee's opérations pursuant to such license or permit would be injurions 
to the health, safety, or welfare of the people of Sonoma County. 

The sheriff s décision shall be in writing. The décision shall be served by placing the same in the United States mail 
(either registered or certified) addressed to the home address shown on the application and also addressed to the last 
known business address shown on the application. The sheriff shall also serve the décision on any person who appears 
to be in charge of the premises or, if the premises are closed, by posting the décision on the front door. (Ord. No. 2971 
§9.) 

Sec. 4-27. Violation of article — Punishment 

Any violation of this article is a misdemeanor punishable as provided in this code. (Ord. No. 1428 § 2.) 
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§ 4-29 AMUSEMENTS § 4-37 

Sec. 4-29. Posting of summary of mies. 

The sheriff is authorized but not required to establish rules of conduct and procédure pertaining to gambling and to 
présent that summary to the gaming commission for approval. After the gaming commission has approved the rules, 
ail licensees shall post the rules in a conspicuous place to the reasonable satisfaction of the Sonoma County sheriff. Any 
rules established by the sheriff and approved by the commission shall implement the purposes and provisions of the 
article. Ail persons shall comply with the rules. (Ord. No. 2971 § 12.) 

Article lii. Cireuses, etc. 

Division 1. Generaliy. 

Sec. 4-34. ""Itinérant show" defined. 

The term "itinérant show" as used in this article is hereby defined to be a show which travels from place to place, 
and is not intended to, and does not include, such amateur exhibitions as may be given by local talent, even though one 
or more entertainers may be employed from the outside to assist in giving such show or exhibition, where such show 
or exhibition is given for the benefit of local organizations. (Ord. No. 149 § 8.) 

Sec. 4-35. Effect of conviction, etc. — Construction of article. 

The conviction and punishment of any person for maintaining any circus, tent show or other itinérant exhibition without 
a liccnse shall not excuse or exempt such person from the payment of any license fee due or unpaid at the time of such 
conviction, and nothing herein shall prevent a criminal prosecution for the violation of any provision of this article. (Ord. 
No. 149 § 6.) 

Division 2. License.^ 

Sec. 4-36. Required. 

It shall be unlawfiil for any person, whether as principal or agent, clerk or employée, whether for himself, or for any 
other person, or for any body corporate, or as an ofBcer of any corporation or otherwise, to set up, caiiy on or give 
any circus, or give any show or exhibition specified in this article within the county and outside the corporate limits 
of any incoiporated city, without fïrst having procured a license from the county to do so. (Ord. No. 149 § 1.) 

Sec. 4-37. Application. 

No license shall be granted or issued under any of the provisions of this article until the person applying for such 
license shall file with the treasurer-tax coUector of the county, at least thirty days prior to the date such show or 
exhibition is to take place, a written application, which application shall contain the following information: 

The date or dates on which the show or exhibition is to take place, the kind and type of show or exhibition, the number 
of sideshows and the admission fee, if any, to be charged for each such sideshow, the exact location of the show or 
exhibition to be licensed and the signature and permanent address of the person applying for same, and a statement that 
ail shows, exhibitions, sideshows and other amusement devices will be conducted in compliance with the laws of the 
State, the provision of this code and other ordinances of the county. (Ord. Nos. 149 § 10, 290 § 1.) 



*For State law as to authority of county to license shows, etc., see B.&P.C., § 16100 et seq. As to finance and taxation generaliy, see 
ch. 12 of this code. 

4-9 (Rcvised 2-00) 



• 



§ 4-38 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 440 

Sec. 4-38. Fées — Established. 

The following fées are hereby fixed as fées to be paid in accordance with this article: 

(a) For every person engaged in the business of conducting a circus or exhibiting a traveling or itinérant ménagerie, 
the license fee shall be one hundred dollars per day. 

(b) For every person carrying on or conducting a side show or after show to a circus, or traveling ménagerie, when 
a separate fee not exceeding ten cents is charged, five dollars per day for each side show or after show. 

(c) For every person carrying on or conducting a side show or after show in coimection with a circus or traveling 
ménagerie, when a separate fee is charged exceeding ten cents, ten dollars per day for each such sideshow or after show. 

(d) For every person conducting or managing or carrying onany other tent show or itinérant exhibition, the sum of 
fîfty dollars per day for every day such show is continued or cairied on. 

(e) For every person conducting, managing or carrying on any other itinérant show, npt under a tent, but in an 
established hall charging a rental for the use thereof, the sum of five dollars per day for each day such show shall be 
conducted or carried on. (Ord. No. 149 § 7.) 

Sec. 4-39. Same — Deemed debt due county, etc. 

The amount of any license fee imposed by this article shall be deemed a debt to the county; and any person carrying 
on any circus, tent show or other exhibition provided for or mentioned in this article without hâve a license fi-om the 
county to do so shall be liable in an action in the name of the county in any court of compétent jurisdiction for the 
amount of license imposed by this article on such circus, tent show or other exhibition, (Ord. No. 149 § 2.) 

Sec. 4-40. Issuance — Contents. 

It shall be the duty of the treasurer-tax collector to prépare and issue licenses under this article for any person liable 
to pay a license fee hereunder, and to state in each license the amount of the fee thereof, the period of time covered jg^ 

thereby, the name of the person whom it is issued, the character of circus, tent show or other exhibition licensed, and ^jv 

the location of the place of business where such circus, tent show or other exhibition is to be carried on. (Ord. No. 149 
§3.) 



• 



(Revjsed 2-00) 4-10 



• 



§ 4-41 AMUSEMENTS § 4-60 

Sec.4>41. Transfer and assignaient 

No license granted or issued under any provision of this article shaU be in any manner transferred or assigned or authorize any 
person other than is therein mentioned or named to do business. (Ord. No. 149 §3.) 

Sec. 4-42. Powers and duties of peace off icers. 

AU peace offîcers, either coiinty or township, are hereby appointed inspectors of licenses, and in addition to their several duties 
as peace offîcers are hereby required to examine ail places of business and persons in their respective beats or territory liable to 
pay a license fee or tax, and to see that such licenses are taken out. They shall hâve and exercise the power: 

(a) To make arrests for the violation of any of the provisions of this article; 

(b) To enter, firee of charge at any time, any circus, tent show or other exhibition subject to be licensed hereunder, and demand 
the exhibition of such license. (Ord. No. 149 §5.) 

ArticielV. OuidoorTheaters. 
Sec. 4-50. Purpose. 

The Board of Supervisors fînds and déclares that a polincal system rooted in the tradition of constitutional liberty cannot 
impose any particular moral code on its dtizens. A govemment instituted for the protection and well-being of its dtizens can, 
however, take measures to remove impediments to the welfare and safety of the community as a whole. When the power 
entrusted to the people's représentatives is so used, the représentatives hâve an obligation to respea the constitutional limits 
placed upon their authority. In enacting this ordinance, no attempt is made to regulate motion pictures shown by indoor theaters, 
but only those shown by outdoor theaters in such a manner as to be visible beyond the theater boundaries. 

The Board of supervisors fïnds and déclares that the value of property with a view of outdoor movie screens decreases as a 
resuit of the visibility of the herein-desciibed motion pictures; that the people of Sonoma County hâve a right to privacy that 
indudes the right to be free within oné's property from views of offensive motion picturœ; that public exhibition of the herdn- 
described motion pictures in plain view of public thoroughfare has a tendency to injure the commimity as a whole, to endanger 
the public safety, and to jeopardize the rights of the people to maintain a décent sodety. 

Sec. 4-51. beclaration of public nuisance. 

The showing of any motion picture depicting human beings or caricatures of himian beings engaging in acts or simuiated acts 
of sodomy, cunniiingus, fellatio, buggery, bestiality, necrophilia, or analingus, by an outdoor theater in such a manner that the 
screen is visible from a public thoroughfare, private résidence, or commerdal establishment on property other than that of the 
theater, shaU constitute a public nuisance. 

Sec.4-5Z inappiicabiiity of criminal penalties. 

The criminal liability provisions of section 1-7 of this code are inapplicable to persons creating the public nuisance desciibed in 
section 4-51. (Ord. No. 1674.) 

Sec. 4-53 ttirough Sec. 4-59. Reserved. 

Article V. BingoGames. 

Sea 4-60. Organizaiions eiigîbie for county permit to conduct bingo games. 
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Labor, agricultural, or horticiiiturai organizations exempted by section 23701 (a) of tfae Revenue and Taxation Code, and 
fratemal benefîdary societies operating under the lodge System, which provide for the payment of life, sick and otiier benefits, 
exempted by section 23701 (b) of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and corporations, community chests, or trusts organized and 
operated exciusively for reiigious, charitable sdentific, testing for public safety, literary, or educational purposes, or for the 
prévention of cruelty to children or animais, exempted from the payment of the bank or corporation tax by section 23701 (d) of 
the Revenue and Taxation Code, and nonprofit business leagues, chambers of commerce, real estate boards, or boards of trade 
exempted by section 23701 (e) of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and civic leagues operated exciusively for promotion of social 
weifare, or local organizations of employées, the eamings of which are exciusively for charitable, educational, or recreationai 
purposes, exempted by section 23701(f) of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and clubs operated exciusively for pleasure, récréa- 
tion, or other nonprofitable purposes exempted by section 23701(g) of the Revenue and Taxation code^ and fratemal societies 
operating under the lodge System, which do not provide for the payment of life, sick, or other benefîts, the earnings of which are 
exciusively for reiigious, charitable, sdentific, literary, educational, and fratemal purposes, exempted by section 23701(1) of the 
Revenue and Taxation Code, and mobile home park assodations and senior dtizens organizations are eiigible to appiy to the 
county for a permit to conduct bingo games in the county under the provisions of section 326.5 of the Pénal Code and the 
provisions of this chapter. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec 4-61. Application for permit 

Eiigible organizations desiring to obtain such permit to conduct bingo games in the County of Sonoma shail file an application 
in writing therefor in the office of the sheriff on a form to be provided. The issuing authority shall be the sheriff. The permit 
issued shall be for a term of one year from the date of issuance, subject to annuai renewal and fee of $25.00. The fee, whether for 
initial license or renewal, may be increased by the Board of Supervisors to an amotmt not exceeding S50.00. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec 4-62. Organizations exempt from fee. 

No fee shall be required of any organization stating in its application that it will condua bingo games soleiy for recreationai 
and not for fund-raising purposes. As used in this section, "recreationai" means proceeds from the bingo games are used soieiy 
for bingo game prizes and to cover inddental expenses of conducting the bingo games. "Fund-raising" means any part of the 
proceeds of the bingo games are used by the organization for purposes other than bingo game prizes and inddental expenses of 
conducting the bingo games. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec 4-63. Appiicant must be qualif ied. 

No permit shaJl be issued to any organisation unless the appiicant is an eiigible organization under section 4-60 and its 
application conforms to the requiremenxs, terms and conditions of sections 4-61 to 4-86. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec 4-64. Contents of application. 

Said application for a permit shall contain the f ollowing: 

(1) The name of the appiicant organization and a statement that appiicant is an eiigible organization under section 4-60. 

(2) The name and signature of at least two (2) officers, inciuding the presiding officer of the organization. 

(3) The particular property within the County of Sonoma, inciuding the street number, owned or leased by the appiicant, used 
by such appiicant for an office or for performance of the purposes for which the appiicant is organized, on which bingo games 
will be conducted. 

(4) The name and signature and titie of the appropriate county department head if bingo games are to be conduaed in coxmty 
fadlities. 

(5) Proposed days of week and hours of day for conduct of bingo games. 

(6) That the appiicant agrées to condua bingo games in strict accordance with the provisions of section 326.5 of the Pénal 
Code and this article, as they may be amended from time to time, and agrées that the permit to conduct bingo games may be 
revoked by the sheriff upon violation of any of such provisions. 
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(7) Said application sfaall be signed by the appiicant under penalty of perjury. 

(8) An annual permit fee of $25.00 or a fee not exceeding S50.00, as fixed by resolution of the Board of Supervisors, shall 
accompany the application. If an application for a permit is denied, one-haif of any fee paid shall be refmided. 

(9) The appiicant shall also submit, as applicable, a cenificate of détermination of exemption under sections 23701 (a), (b), 
(d), (e), (f), (g), or (1), of the Revenue and Taxation Code, or a letter of good standing from the exemption division of the 
Franchise Tax Board in Sacramento, showing exemption under said sections. If an appiicant applies as a mobile home park 
association or senior citizens organization, the shérif f shall détermine whether the organization possesses that status. 

(10) Upon the change of any of the information required in this section, an amendment to the application must be sent to the 
sheriff. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-65. Contents of permit 

Upon being satisfied that the appiicant is fully qualified, under the law, to conduct bingo games in ihe county, the sheriff shall 
issue a permit to said appiicant which shaU contain the foUowing information: 
(1 ) The name and nature of the organization to whom the permit is issued. 

(2) The address where bingo games are authorized to be conduaed. 

(3) The date of the ejqjiration of such permit. 

(4) Such other information as may be necessary or désirable for the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. Nd. 
2472.) 

Sec. 4-66. Permit to be posted. 

The permit shall be posted in a conspicuous place at the site of the bingo games. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-67. Summary suspension of permit pending opportunity for hearing -~ misdemeanor to continue after suspen- 
sion — revocation. 

(a) Whenever it appears to the sheriff that the permit holder is conducting a bingo game in violation of any of the provisions 
of this article, the sheriff shall hâve the authority to summarily suspend the permit and order the permit holder to immediately 
cease and desist any further opération of any bingo gàme. A writtën order of summary suspension shall promptly be sent to the 
permit holder. 

(b) Any person who continues to .condua a bingo game after any summary suspension thereof under subseoion (a) shall be 
deemed guiity of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be pimishable by a fine not exceeding 5500.00 or by imprison- 
ment in the county jail for a period not exceeding six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(c) "The written order issued under subsection (a) shall notify the permit holder that it shall hâve ten days from the date of such 
order to request a hearing before the sheriff to détermine whether such permit shall be revoked. Failure to request, in writing, 
such hearing within said ten-day period shall resuit in a revocation of the license. 

(d) Upon such request by the permit holder, whose permit has been suspended imder subsection (a), for a hearing to déter- 
mine whether such permit shall be revoked, the sheriff shall provide a hearing within 20 days after receipt of such request at which 
hearing the suspended permit holder may appear before the sheriff for the purpose of presenting évidence why the permit should 
not be revoked. No permit shaD be revoked under this section unless notice of the time and place of such hearing shall hâve fïrst 
been given at least f ive days before the hearing thereof by depositing in the United States mail a notice directed to said suspended 
permit holder at the address given in the apphcation. The notice shall set forth a summary of the ground advanced as the basis of 
the suspension and revocation. 

(e) Any organization wfaose permit is revoked imder this section shall not condua any bingo games in the coxmty until such 
time as the Board of Supervisors, on appeal, détermines to overrule the décision of the sheriff. (Ord. No. 2472.) 
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Sec. 4-68. Revocation of license — alternative procédure. 

(a) Whenever it appears to the sheriff that the permit holder is conducting bingo games in violation of any of the provisions of 
this article, or that the permit was obtained by frauduient représentation, and no summary suspension is ordered under section 
4-67, the permit may be revoked; provided, however, that prior to such revocation the permit holder must be given an opportuni- 
ty to appear before the sheriff at the time fîxed by the sheriff for the pmpose of presendng évidence why the permit shonld not be 
revoked- Written notice must be given at least five days before such heaiing by depositing in the United States mail a notice 
directed to said permit holder at the address given in the application. The notice shall set forth a summary of the ground 
advanced as the basis of the revocation. 

(b) Any organization whose permit is revoked under this section shall not conduct any bingo game in the county until such 
time as the Board of Supervisors, on appeai, détermines to ovenule the décision of the sheriff. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-69. Appeai of révocation to Board of Supervisors. 

(a) Any holder of a permit whose permit is revoked imder this article shall hâve the right, within ten (10) days after receiving 
nodce in wiiting of the révocation, to file a written appeai to the Board of Supervisors. Such appeai shall set forth the spécifie 
ground or grounds on which it is based. The Board of Supervisors shall hold a heaiing on the appeai within thirty (30) days after 
its receipt by the Board, or at a time thereafter agreed upon and shall cause the appellant to be given at least ten (10) days written 
nonce of such heaiing. At the heaiing, the appellant or its authorized représentative shall hâve the right to présent évidence and a 
written or oral argument, or both, in suppon of its appeai. The détermination of the Board of Supervisors on the appeai shall be 
final. 

ib) Any organization whose permit is finaily revoked may not again apply for a permit to conduct bingo games in the County 
of Sonoma for a period of one year from the date of such revocation; provided, however, if the ground for revocation is 
caiiceUation of the exemption granted under the Revenue and Taxation Code, such organization may again apply for a permit 
upon proof of reinstatement of said exemption. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-70. Définition of "bingo." 

,\s used in this article, '^bingo" means a game of chance in which prizes are awarded on the basis of designated nimibers or 
syiQbols on a card which conforms to numbers or symbols sdeaed at random. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-71. Maximum amount of prize. 

The total value of the prize shall not exceed two hundred fifty dollars (S250.00) in cash or kind, or both, for each separate game 
which is held. (Ord. No. 2472.) 



Sec. 4-72. Profits to be kept in separate f und or account 



AU profits derived from a bingo game shall be kept ha a spécial fimd or account and shall not be commingled with any other 
fund or account. With respect to organizations exempted by section 2370 l(d) of the Revenue and Taxation Code, the profits shall 
oniy be used for charitable purposes. With respea to other organizations authorized to condua bingo games, the proceeds shall 
oniy be used for charitable purposes, except that proceeds may be used for prizes, and a portion of the proceeds, not to exceed 10 
percent of the proceeds after déduction for prizes, or S5(X).0O per month whichever is less, may be used for rental of property, 
overhead, and administrative expenses. The permit holder shall keep fuil and accurate record of the income and expenses received 
and disbursed in connection with its opération, conduct, promotion, supervision, and any other phase of bingo games which are 
authorized by this article. The county, by and through its offîcers, shall hâve the right to examine and audit such records at any 
reasonabie time and the permit holder shall fuily cooperate with the county by maldng such records available. (Ord. No. 2472.) 
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§ 4-73 AMUSEMENTS § 4-81 

Sec. 4-73. Financial interest in permit holder only. 

No individnal, corporation, paitnership, or other légal entity except the permit holder shall hold a financial interest 
in tiie conduct of such bingo game. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-74. Exclusive opération by pennit holder. 

A bingo game shall be operated and staffed only by members of aie permit holder organizaticxi. Such membors shall 
not receive a profit, wage, or salary from any bingo game. Only the permit holder shall operate such game, or participate 
in tiie promoticHi, supervision or any other phase of such game. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-75. Bingo games open to public. 

Ali bingo games shall be open to the public, not just to the members of the permit holder organization. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-76. Attendance limited to occupancy capacity. 

Notwâhstanding that bingo games are open to the public, attendance at any bingo game shall be limited to occupancy 
csg^àty of tiie loom in wMch such game is condncted as determined by aie ^propriate fire department and the building 
dqartmrat of the connty in accordance with applicable laws and régulations. The p^mit holdCT shall not reserve seats 
or space for any person. (Ord. No. 247Z) 

Sec. 4-77. Bingo games conducted only on permit holder property. 

A pennit holder shall c(»iduct a bingo game only on propoty owned or leased by it, and which property is used by 
such OTgamzation for an office or for performance of the pmposes for which the organization is organized. The property 
owner or leased by the organization need not be used exclusively by tiie organization. The pennit issued under this article 
shall anthoiize the holder thereof to conduct bingo games only on such property, the address of which is stated in the 
application, or an amendmant to the application. In the event the described property ceases to be used as an office or 
as a place for performance of the pmposes for which the permit holder is organized, the pomit shall hâve no finther 
force or effect A new p»mit may be obtained by an eiigible organization upon application under this article when it 
again owns or leases property used by it for an office cr for performance of the purposes for which the organizaticHi 
is organized. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-78. Minors not to participate. 

No person under the âge of eighteen (18) years of âge shall be allowed to participate in any bûigo game. (Ord. No. 
2472.) 

Sec. 4-79. Intoxicated persorts not to participate. 

No person who is obviously intoxicated shall be allowed to participate in a bingo game. (Ord. No. 2472.) 
Sec. 4-80. Hours of opération. 

No permit holder shall conduct any bûigo game more than six hours out of any twenty-four hour period. No bingo 
game shall be conducted before 10:00 ajn. nor after 2:00 a-m. of any day. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-81. Participant must t>e présent. 

No person shaU be allowed to participate in a bingo game unless the person is physically présent at the time and place 
in which the bingo game is being conducted. (Ord. No. 2472.) 
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Sec. 4-82. Violation of article a misdemeanor. 

A violation of any provision of this article is a misdemeanor. (Qrd. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-83. Receipt of profit by a penson a misdemeanor under state law. 

It is a misdemeanor under Section 326^(b) of the Pénal Code of the State of Califomia for any person to receive or 
pay a profit, wage or salary firom any bingo game authorized by a fine not to exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), 
which fine shall be ôsposited in the gênerai fund of the county of Sonoma. (Qrd. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-84. County may enjoin violation. 

The cxnmty of Sonoma may bring an action in a court of compétent juiisdiction to enjoin a violation of Secticm 326^ 
of the Pénal Code or of this article. (OnL No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-85. County area subject to article. 

This article ^^lies to aieas uaésr the jurisdiction of the county. County fadlities located within a city are subject to 
City oïdinance. (Oïd. No. 2472.) 

Sec. 4-86. Seveiability. 

If any secticHi, subsection, or portion of this article is for any reason held to foe invalid or unconstitutional by the 
dedsKHi of any court of compétent jurisdicticm, such décision shall not affect the validité of the remaining portion of 
this article. The Board of Supervisors h^eby déclares that it would hâve adopted âiis article and each section, subsection, 
or portion tfiereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections or portions be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional. (Ord. No. 2472.) 

Article VL Picture Arcades.* 
Sec. 4-90. Purpose. 

The board of siçervisois finds tiiat "picture arcades," as hereinafter defîned, hâve the pot^tial, if not legulated, to 
attract those who aie predisposed to conduct which is dangerous to the heaith and safety of others and even uniawful. 
It is the intent of the boaïd of sapenisors in enacting this article to provide for the orderly régulation of the business 
of picture arcades by establishing certain minimum requironents for the issuance of a permit to opeiate such businesses 
and certain minimum standards for aie conduct of this type of commercial opération in order to deter and detect the 
use of sudi businesses for such dangerous or uniawful activity. (Added dming 4-96 supplément) 

Sec. 4-91. Définitions. 

For the puipose of this article, "picture arcade" means: 

Any place to which the public is admitted or any public place, whCTein one or more still or motion picture machines 
or projectois or image-producing devices are qperated or maintained to show still or motion pictures to five (5) or fewCT 
persons in stalls or booths. (Added during 4-96 supplément) 



*Aït VI, §§ 4-90 — 4-98 as added by Qrd, Na 3371, was inconecdy lepealed by Ord. No. 3469 and so was added back in by draft 
onfinance dncbg the Apiil 1996 sapplement. 
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§ 4-92 AMUSEMENTS § 4-94 

Sec. 4-92. Permit required. 

It is nnlawfùl for any peison, association, partnership or coipoiation to engage in, conduct, cany on or permit to be 
engaged in, conducted or caided chi, in any prranises within tiie unincoiporated area of the county of Soncana, the 
opoation of a picture arcade without a valid peimit issued pursuant to the provisions of this article. (Added dnring 4-96 
supplément) 

Sec. 4-93. Permit application. 

(a) Any pexson, association, partnership, coiporaticHi or other entity desiring to obtain a peimit to operate a picture 
arcade shall file an applicaticxi with the shoiff, accompanied by a nomefnndable fee, containing the following 
infcxmation: 

(1) The fiill, true name and ail other names ever used by the 2ppljcant(s); 

(2) The présent business address and téléphone nrnnber of the applicant(s); 

(3) The proposed name and address of the picture arcade; 

(4) Written proof or afOdavit that applicant(s) is/are eighte^ (18) years of âge or oldei; 

(5) Two fiiIl color -photogaphs of individoal ^plicant(s) or if the applicant is a corporation or partnoship, of 
the respcHisible peiscm acting as ntianago- required by Section 4-94(h), at least two (2) inches by two (2) inches in size, 
taken within six (6) months immediately preceding the date of aie application. One photograph will be retained by die 
Sheiiff and one photogr^h will be af&xed to the permit; 

(6) If the s^plicant is a corporation, the name of the corporation shall be set forth exacdy as shown in its articles 
of incoqx>iati<xi or diarter, together with aie state and date of incorporation and names and addresses of each of its 
cuirent ofiîceis and directons, and of each stockholder hcdding more than five percent (5%) of the stock in the 
coiporaticHi. If the applicant is a parmership, the ^plication itself shall set forth the names and addresses of each of 
the paitnexs, including limited partnos. If one or more of the partners is a coipoiation, the provisions of this section 
pedaining to coiporate ^jplicants shall apply. The ^iplicant corporation or partnership shall designate one of its officers 
or graeial parmos to act as its responsible managing ofScer. 

(b) The sheriff shall investigate and veiify the information contained in the application and report the results of his 
investigation to the picture arcade commission. 

(c) Notice of heanng for permits required by this article siiaU be sent by the picture arcade coimnission to the applicant 
wiâiin thiity (30) days of the filing of a complète ^plication. Heaiings shaU be held within fcxty-five (45) days of the 
fîling of a complue ^plication unless the matter is continued at the request of the ^plicant 

(d) Applicatkms for permits shall be accompanied by a nonreâmdable fee set by the board of supervisors. (Added 
doring 4-96 supplem^L) 

Sec. 4-94. Operating requirements. 

(a) A permit issued under tiiis article to any s^licant to operate a picture arcade shall be displayed in an open and 
conspicnous public place on the promises. 

(b) No picture arcade shall be maintained or operated uidess the walls of ail booths where images are viewed are 
witfiout perforations which open to adjoining booths. 

(c) If bootiis hâve doors, tiie doors must meet the foDowing minimum requirements to allow viewing of tiie interion 
Doors to booths must end at least eighteen inches (18*0 above the floor and hâve an opening at least four inches (4*^ 
square near tiie center of the door at eye level. 

(d) The iighting level in ail parts of the prenûses open to the public during hours of opération shall be no less than 
tea (10) foot candies. The Iighting level of not less than ten (10) foot candies will not be required in viewing booths, 
but there shall be sufScient illumination in ail such booths at ail times to allow for adéquate inspection of their interiors. 
'"Adéquate inspection'' means the àbiiity to see waUs, floor and persons inside, including their activities, when such is 
viewed tfarou^ the four inch (4*^ square as specified in Section 4-94(c) above. 

(e) Picture arcade permits shall be issued by the sheriff and shall be fc»- a one-year term. 

(f) Each application shall contain the consent of the 2Ç)plicant to the examination and inspection by the sheriff of the 
picture arcade premises for which a permit is sought or issued and ail equipment used in the arcade opérations at any 
time during business hours titroughout the poiod between the date of application and the expiration of the permit 
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(g) Each application shall contain a vérification onder penalty of perjmy of ail inf onnation in the ^plication executed 
by each peiscxi havîng any fimancial interest in the business sought to be licensed. 

(h) A lesponsible poson shall be on the premises to act as manager at ail times during which the picture arcade is 
open. 

CD The building, stractnre, equipment and location of the pictuie arcade shall comply with the requirements and meet 
the standards of the health, zoning, fire and safeîy laws of the stale of Califomia, and ordinances of the county of 
Sonoma. (Added duiing 4-96 supplément) 

Sec. 4-95. Sale or transfer of business. 

No pennit issued pursuant to this article may be assigned or transfened. Upon sale or transfer of a business which 
bas been issued a pennit heieunder, the new owner(s) shall apply fcn* a new permit pursuant to Section 4-93 within thirty 
(30) days. (Added duiing 4-96 supplément) 

Sec. 4-96. Approval, revocation and déniai of permits. 

(a) Action en Applications — Supervision of Existing Pennits — ^Déniai or RevocaticHi of Permit The pictuie arcade 
conmûssion shall grant a permit to any ^rpHcant theiefor unless it makes, after hearing, one or both of the writt^ 
fmâings set forâi below in which case ^e permit may be denied or an outstanding pemiit revoke± 

(1) That the peimittee or applicant for a permit made one or moie false, misleading, or frauduient statements in 
ttie pomit spplication; 

(2) That tiie business establishmmt for which a pexnàt is sought or is held fails to meet the operating requirements 
set forth in Section 4-94; 

(3) Witfi Tsspect to the revocation of a pennit only , that peimittee, his or her onployee, agent partner, diiector, officer, 
stockholder or manager has knowingly allowed or peimitted any act of sexual intercourse, sodomy, oral copulation or 
masturbation, to be committed in the picture arcade, or has knowingly pomitted or allowed the picture arcade to be 
used as a place in which solicitations for sexual intercourse, sodomy, oral copulation or masturbation openly occur. 

(b) Notice and Hearing. Pïior to taking action under Section 4-96(a), aie picture arcade commission shall piovide the 
permit aj^licant or permittee with notice of hearing as required by Section 4-93(c). 

(c) Hearing. 

(1) Following notice as provided in Section 4-96(b), the pictuie arcade commission or a person designated by 
die picture arcade commission as a hearing officer shall convene a hearing. 

(2) At the hearing, tiie shoiff shall présent his leport and the applicant or peimittee and interested parties shall 
be heaid. In addition, tiie picture arcade commission or the hearing offîcer may leceive and consider any other evidrace 
relevant to the issue; jnDvided, that the applicant or permittee shall be given a leasonable opportuni^ to respond to ail 
such évidence pdor to the close of the hearing. 

(d) Notice of Décision. 

(1) Within thirty (30) days after the conclusion of the hearing, the picture arcade commission shaU décide the 
matter and the shenff shaU mail a notice of décision to the ^)plicant or permittee. The notice shall be in writing and 
shall State the décision as weU as fîndings of fact which support aie décision. Any décision to deny ot revdtce a permit 
must be based upon one or more of the causes specîfïed in Section 4-96. 

(2) The detominalion contained in the notice of décision shall be final. (Added during 4-96 supplément) 

Sec. 4-97. Nonconforming establishments. 

Any person who is engaging in, conducting or carrying on a lawful business as an owner or operator of a picture 
arcade, in compliance with ail applicable laws, as of the effective date of this article, shall hâve ninety (90) days within 
which to comply with the provisions of this article. (Added during 4-96 supplément) 
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Sec. 4-98. Penalties. 

Any peison, including any firm ot coipoialion, violating any of the provisions of this article shall be deemed girilty 
of a misdemeanor. Each poscm shaD be deemed guilty of a sepaiate offense for every day or any portion thereof during 
which any violation of any iRovisicms of this article is committed, continued or pamitted by such person, firm or 
coiporaticHi. (Added during 4-96 supplément) . 
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Article VII. Oisturbing the Peace. 
Sec. 4-101. General provisions. 

(a) On the shcriff s first response to a complaint for a disiurbancc of ihe peace, the sheriff or his représentative shall 
wam the responsible individual that the dislurbance musi ccase. For cach subséquent meritorious response to the same 
unabated dislurbance/nuisance site, a service fcc will be chargcd to the responsible individual(s). 

(b) The responsible individual(s) may be any or ail of the foUowing: 

(1) The property owner, 

(2) The person in control of the property (such as a tenant, if présent): and/or 

(3) The host/hostess of the party or similar gathering. 

(c) If any responsible individual is determined to be a minor, the parents or guaidian of that minor will be held jointly 
and severally liable for the service charges. 

(d) Persons making repeatcd unsubstantiatcd claims of dislurbances or a noise nuisance may be advised that further 
investigation will not nccessarily be nnade exccpt at the discrétion of the department. (Ord. No. 4606 § 1, 1992: Ord. 
No. 4585 § 1. 1992: Ord. No. 4575 § 2, 1992.) 

Sec. 4-102. Summary abatement. 

The conduct described in Section 4-101 constitules a public nuisance. The sherifFs department is authorized to 
summarily abate such nuisance, pursuant to Government Code Section 25845. (Ord. No. 4606 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4585 
§ 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4575 § 2, 1992.) 

Sec. 4-103. Calcuiation of fee. 

(a) The foUowing information will be recorded by the shcriffs department and used as ihe basis for calculating the 
service fee for each second or subséquent response to a dislurbance call: 

(1) Total numbcr of dcputies involvcd: 

(2) Total lime expcndcd by each deputy (including report préparation timc): 

(3) Any spécial equipment ascd at the scène: and 

(4) Any damage to county property or injury to county personnel. 

(b) Labor co.sts will be charged at the fixcd raies esiablishcd pursuani lo an ordinance adopted by the board of 
supervisors subséquent to a public fee hearing. Oihcr iiems will bc charged ba.scd upon actual documented costs. 

(c) When applicable, costs shall also include, but arc not lîmîled to. any administrative overhead, salaries, expenses 
and attomeys' fées incurred by the following deparimcnts: public hcallh. planning, county counsel, district attomey, 
building and public works. 

(d) Ail charges will be reviewed and approvcd by a shcriffs lieutenant (or highcr Icvcl) prior to submission to the 
responsible individual. The approval aulhoriiy will cnsurc ihai ail charges are accurate and reflect an appropriate level 
of response to the spécifie incident. 

(e) Invoices for the service fecs will be prepared and forwardcd by the sheriff to ihe responsible individual wiihin 
thirty (30) days of the incident. The sheriff is aulhorizcd lo mniniain an open book account for each responsible 
individual. Invoices not paid wiihin ninety (90) days will bc forwardcd to couniy collections for appropriate action. (Ord. 
No. 4606 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4585 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4575 § 2, 1992.) 

Sec. 4-104. Failure to pay costs. 

Costs incurred by ihe county in abaling such nui.sances shall bc spécial assessmenls against the parcels of property 
where the nuisances are located, and a notice of abaiemcni lien may bc recorded for failure to pay the costs. (Ord. No. 
4606 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4585 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4575 § 2, 1992.) 
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Sec. 4-105. Appeal to the sheriff for review. 

(a) The Soncxna County sheriff or his désignée, shall, upon application for a leview of the costs incurred, notice a 
hearing to provide lesponsible parties an opportunity to be heard. The sheriff or his désignée shall take testimony and 
other relevant évidence to détermine whether the level of response for which the responsible party is being chaiged is 
reasonable and appropriate. Cost adjustments shall be within the sole discrétion of the sheriff or his désignée and shaU 
be based upon pioof that tiie level of response and/or cost incurred by the sheriff was unreasonable based upon clear 
and convincing évidence. The findings of the sheiiff or his désignée shall be final 

G>) Upon request, the hearing shall be scheduled within ten (10) working days or as soon thereafter as may be 
reasonable and agreeable to the parties. (Ord. No. 4606 § I, 1992: Ord. No. 4585 § 1, 1992.) 
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CHAPTER 5 

SONOMA COUNTY ANIMAL REGULATION ORDINANCE 

Article I. General Provisions. 

§ 5-1 Short title. 

§ 5-2 Purpose — Constmction. 

§ 5-3 Relationship to other laws. 

§ 5-4 Authority to set fées and charges. 

§ 5-5 Authority to change numerical références and headings. 

§ 5-6 Définitions. 

Article II. Administration. 

§ 5-10 Division of animal régulation. 

§5-11 Director of animal régulation. 

§ 5-12 Chief deputy animal régulation officer. 

§ 5-13 Animal régulation officers. 

§5-14 Powers of arrest. 

§ 5-15 Authority to carry firearms. 

§ 5-16 Right of entry. 

§5-17 Administrative régulations. 

Article III. Public Notice. 

§ 5-20 Notice — Hearing by director. 

§ 5-21 Notice — Hearing by appeal hearing officer. 

§ 5-22 Mailed notice. 

§ 5-23 Contents of notice. 

§ 5-24 Mailing— Method. 

Article IV. Hearings and Appeals. 

§ 5-30 Hearing by director — Décision. 

§ 5-3 1 Appeal of director' s décision. 

§ 5-32 Review by appeal hearing officer — action. 

§ 5-33 Hearing by appeal hearing officer — décision. 

Article V. Dogs. 

§ 5-40 Dog vaccination required — Prerequisite for license. 

§ 5-41 Dog license required — Exceptions. 

§ 5-42 Responsibility for issuance of license. 

§ 5-43 Application for license. 

§ 5-44 Action on application. 

§ 5-45 Expiration and renewal of license. 

§ 5-46 Transfer of license — Notice of death or removal from unincorporated area. 

§ 5-47 Replacement of lost license tag. 

§ 5-48 License tag to be wom by dog — Exceptions. 

§ 5-49 Présentation of license upon request required. 
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§ 5-50 Reporting of shooting or poisoning of dog required. 

Article VI. Cats. 

§ 5-60 Cat vaccination required — Prerequisite for registration certificate. 

§ 5-61 Cat registration pennitted. 

§ 5-62 Application for registration. 

§ 5-63 Action on application. 

§ 5-64 Registration period. 

§ 5-65 Transfer of registration certificate — Notice of death or removal from unincorporated area. 

§ 5-66 Replacement of lost registration tag. 

§ 5-67 Cats spay/neuter required if impounded. 

Article VII. Kennels, Pet Fanciers and Pet Shops. 

§ 5-70 Coinmercial kennel, pet fancier and pet shop license required. 

§ 5-71 Application for license. 

§ 5-72 Action on application. 

§ 5-73 Expiration and renewal of license. 

§ 5-74 Déniai or revocation of license. 

§ 5-75 Appeal from déniai or revocation of license. 

§ 5-76 No new license after déniai or revocation. 

§ 5-77 License not transférable. 

§ 5-78 Display of license required. 

§ 5-79 Inspections. 

§ 5-80 Régulations and standards for care, confinement and treatment of animais. 

§ 5-81 Required records for cominercial kennels. 

§ 5-82 List of animais sold or given away required. 

Article VIII. Protection Dog Operators. 

§ 5-90 Protection dog operator and employée registration required. 

§ 5-91 Application for registration. 

§ 5-92 Action on application. 

§ 5-93 Expiration and renewal of registration certificate. 

§ 5-94 Registration certificate not transférable. 

Article IX. Businesses Using Protection Dogs. 

§ 5-100 Business using protection dog — Registration required. 

§ 5-101 Application for registration. 

§ 5-102 Action on application. 

§5-103 Registration period. 

§ 5-104 Registration certificate not transférable. 

§ 5-105 Inspections. 

Article X. Prohibited Conduct. 

§5-110 Interférence with animal régulation officer prohibited. 

§ 5-111 Removal of animal in custody of animal régulation officer prohibited. 

§ 5-1 12 Aid in escape of animal sought for custody prohibited. 
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§ 5-1 13 Refusai to présent animal for inspection proliibited. 

§ 5-114 Abandonment of dog or cat proliibited. 

§ 5-115 Dogs at large proliibited — Exceptions. 

§5-116 Repealed. 

§ 5-117 Livestock at large proliibited — Exceptions. 

§ 5-118 Exotic animais at large prohibited. 

§ 5-1 19 Dogs entering property whereon sheep or other livestock are kept proliibited. 

§ 5-120 Interférence witli quarantine prohibited. 

§5-121 Staking of animais prohibited. 

§ 5-122 Animais in county buildings and feeding or care of animais on county property prohibited — Exceptions. 

§ 5-123 Selling animais without license prohibited. 

§ 5-124 Maintenance of exotic animal without proof of proper approvals proliibited. 

§ 5-125 Dog nuisances prohibited. 

§ 5-126 Public nuisances prohibited. 

§ 5-127 Tethering/chainingof dogs restricted. 

Article XI. Potentially Dangerous and vicious animais. 

§ 5-130 Purpose — Exemptions. 

§ 5-131 Filing pétition with municipal court — Hearing. 

§ 5-132 Reserved. 

§ 5-133 Impoundment of animal pending hearings. 

§ 5-134 Mitigating circumstances. 

§ 5-135 Disposition of potentially dangerous animais. 

§ 5-136 Disposition of vicious animais. 

§ 5-137 Restrictions on fiirther ownership of animais. 

§ 5-138 Microchip and sterilization requirement for potentially dangerous and vicious animais. 

§ 5-139 Keeping of potentially dangerous or vicious animais by minors prohibited. 

Article XII. Impoundment. 

§ 5-140 Animais subject to impoundment. 

§ 5-141 Adoption of Pénal Code Section 597.1. 

§ 5-1 42 Care of impounded animais. 

§ 5-143 Impoundment fées. 

§5-144 Notification of impoundment. 

§ 5-145 Impoimdment of animais by private citizens. 

§ 5-146 Impoundment of dogs running at large. 

§ 5-147 Summary seizure and impoundment of animais. 

§ 5-148 Hearing prior to animal deprivation. 

§5-149 Durationof impoundment. 

§ 5-150 Rédemption of impounded animais. 

§ 5-151 Disposition of impounded animais. 

§ 5-152 No rédemption or disposition of impounded animais wdthout proof of proper care. 

§ 5-1 53 No rédemption or disposition of animais for research purposes. 

§ 5- 1 54 Absence of liability for rédemption or disposition. 

§ 5-155 Relief from fées during natural calamities. 

Article XIII. Rabies Control. 

§ 5-160 Rabies control to be responsibility of health officer. 

§ 5-161 Rabies control fee. 
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Article XIV. Mandatory Spay and Neutering for AU Dogs Running At Large and Ail Pit Bulls. 

§ 5-170 Mandatory spay and neutering for ail dogs at large. 
§ 5-1 71 Mandatory spay and neutering of ail pit bulls. 

Article XV. Violations. 

§ 5-180 Violation. 

§ 5-181 Violation resulting in death or serions injury to livestock — Punislunent. 

§5-182 Violation of specified provisions — Misdemeanor. 

§ 5-183 Separate offense. 

§ 5-184 Animal control violators school. 

§ 5-185 Violation— Civil Penalty. 

§ 5-186 Disposition of fines and civil penalties. 



Article I. General Provisions. 
Sec. 6-1 . Short title. 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Sonoma County Animal Régulation Ordinance. 

Sec. 5-2. Purpose — Construction. 

This chapter is intended to regulate, control, and protect animais existing within the unincorporated area of thé county. 
Because of the importance of agricultural production in and to the county, the provisions of this chapter shall be construed 
and given effect in a manner that is consistent with and in furtherance of conserving, protecting, enhancing and encouraging 
agricultural opérations within the county. 

Sec. 5-3. Relationship to other laws. 

This chapter is not intended to, nor shall it be construed or given effect in a manner that causes it to apply to any activity 
which is regulated by fédéral or state law to the extent that application of this chapter would conflict with such law or would 
unduly interfère with the achievement of fédéral or state régulât ory purposes. It is the intention of the board that this chapter 
shall be interpreted to be compatible with fédéral and state enactments, and in fiirtherance of the public purposes which 
those enactments express. Nothing in this chapter is intended to supersede any other provisions of this code, including, but 
not limited to, the provisions of Chapters 20 and 26, or any ordinance of the county. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(a), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-4. Authority to set fées and charges. 

The board may from time to time by resolution establish a schedule of fées and charges for services performed and li- 
censes issued under this chapter. The fées and charges so established may recover the reasonable cost of providing such 
services and issuing such licenses. 

Sec. 5-5. Authority to change numerical références and headings. 

The director may, without following the procédures necessary to amend the provisions of this chapter, periodically re- 
number or reletter the articles, sections, subdivisions and paragraphs of this chapter so long as no text changes are made. 
(Ord. No. 4653 § 2(a), 1993.) 
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Sec. 5-6. Définitions. 

Unless the provision or context requires otherwise, the définitions contained in this section shall govem the construction 
of this chapter. Where a définition is not given or where a question of interprétation arises, the définition that siiall control is 
the normal meaning of the word within the context of its use. 

"Agricultural opération" means and includes the cultivation and tillage of the soil, dairying, the producfion, irrigation, 
cultivation, growing, harvesting, processing and storing of any agricultural commodity, including viticulture, horticulture, 
timber or agriculture, the raising of livestock, fur bearing animais, fish or poultry, and any commercial practices performed 
as incident to or in conjunction with such opération, including préparation for market, delivery to storage or to market, or to 
carriers for transportation to market. 

"Animal" means and includes any mammal, reptile, avian or fish. 

"Animal régulation officer" means a deputy duly appointed by the director to carry out the activities and programs of the 
division. 

"Approved rabies vaccine" means an animal rabies vaccine approved for use by the State Department of Health. 

"Assistance dog" means and includes any guide dog, signal dog, service dog or social dog. 

"At large" or "run at large" means for an animal to be free from restraint, confinement or other form of control. 

"Board" means the board of supervisors of Sonoma County, Califomia. 

"Business premises" means any lot or premises on which a protection dog is maintained or proposed to be maintained by 
the business owning or occupying such lot or premises. 

"Cat" means and includes any domestic cat (Felis catus). 

"Chief deputy animal régulation officer" or "chief deputy" means a deputy duly appointed by the director to manage the 
activities and programs of the division. 

"Commercial kennel" means any lot or premises on which five (5) or more dogs and/or five (5) or more cats over four 
(4) months of âge are kept by the owner or occupant for commercial purposes, including, but not limited to, boarding, 
breeding, buying, selling, renting, exhibiting or training. Commercial kennel shall not include a veterinary facility, pet shop, 
humane society shelter or the county animal shelter. 

"Consent" means written consent unless otherwise expressly provided. 

"County animal shelter" means the county-owned and operated shelter where animais impounded pursuantto this chap- 
ter or voluntarily surrendered by their owners are placed for humane care and keeping. 

"County building" means any building owned, leased, managed or controUed by the county. 

"County property" means any building, land or water owned, leased, managed or controUed by the county. 

"Dangerous animal" means any animal which, because of its disposition, behavior or other characteristic, constitutes a 
danger to persons or property. 

"Director" means the director of animal régulation who shall be the agricultural commissioner/sealer of the county. 

"Division" means the division of animal régulation. 

"Dog" means and includes any domestic dog (Canis familiaris). 

"Domestic animal" means and includes any animal, other than a wild or exotic animal, customarily confmed or culti- 
vated by man for domestic or commercial purposes. 

"Exotic animal" means and includes any wild animal which the Califomia Fish and Game Coirmiission has declared to 
be a prohibited wild animal and the importation, transportation or possession of which is unlawful except under authority of 
a revocable permit issued by the Califomia Department of Fish and Game. 

"Firearms" means and includes capture guns, blowguns, carbon dioxide operated rifles and pistols, air guns, rifles and 
shotguns. Firearms shall not include handguns. 

"Guide dog" means any guide dog or seeing eye dog which has been trained by a person licensed under Chapter 9.5 
(commencing with Section 7200) of the Business and Professions Code. 

"Health officer" means the public health officer of the county or his désignée. 

"Impounded" means for an animal to be taken into custody by the division. 

"Kennel" means and includes any commercial kennel. 

"Lawful fence" means any fence which is good, strong, substantial and sufficient to prevent ingress and egress of live- 
stock. No wire fence shall be deemed to be a lawful fence unless it has three (3) tightly stretched barbed wires securely fas- 
tened to posts of reasonable strength, firmly set in the ground not more than one ( I ) rod apart, one ( 1 ) of which wires shall 
be at least four feet (4) above the surface of the ground. Any kind of wire or other fence of height, strength, or capacity 
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equal to or greater than the wire fence herein described shall be deemed to be a lawful fence. Lawful fence shall include 
cattle guards of such width, depth, rail spacing and construction as will effectively tum livestock. 

"Licensed premises" means any lot or premises on which a commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet shop is main- 
tained or proposed to be maintained by the person owning or occupying such lot or premises. 

"Lot" means any legally defined parcel or continuous group of parcels in single ownership or under single control, usu- 
ally considered a unit for purposes of development. 

"Livestock" means and includes any cattle, sheep, swine or goat, or any horse, mule or other equine, or any llama or 
other camelidae, or any domestic fowl or rabbit. 

"Owner" of an animal means any person who owns an animal or who has charge, care, custody or control of, or has a 
right to control an animal for fifteen ( 1 5) or more consécutive days, except a veterinarian caring for an animal in the regular 
practice of veterinary medicine. 

"Person"" means and includes any individual, firm, association, organization, partnership, joint venture, business trust, 
corporation or company. 

"Pet animais" means dogs, cats, monkeys and other primates, rabbits, birds, guinea pigs, hamsters, mice, snakes, iguanas, 
turtles and any other species of animal sold or retained for the purpose of being kept as a household pet. 

"Pet fancier facility" means any lot or premises on which five (5) or more but not exceeding ten (10) dogs and/or five (5) 
or more but not exceeding ten (10) cats over four (4) months of âge are owned and kept by the owner or occupant for Per- 
sonal, noncommercial purposes, including, but not limited to, hunting, tracking, exhibiting at shows, exhibitions, field trials 
or other compétitions, or enhancing or perpetuating a given breed, other than dogs or cats used in conjunction with an agri- 
cultural opération on the lot or premises. No pet fancier facility shall be located on any lot or premises less than one (1) acre 
in size. No pet fancier facility shall sell, display, offer for sale, barter or give away more than four (4) litters of puppies 
and/or four (4) litters of kittens in any calendar year. 

"Pet shop" means every place or premises where pet animais are kept for the purpose of either wholesale or retail sale. 
Pet shop shall not include any place or premises where pet animais are occasionally sold. 

"Pit Bull" means any Staffordshire Bull Terrier, American Pit Bull Terrier, or American Staffordshire Terrier breed of 
dog, or any mixed breed of dog which contains, as an élément of its breeding, the breed of Staffordshire Bull Terrier, 
American Pit Bull Terrier, or American Staffordshire Terrier as to be identifiable as partially of the breed of Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier or American Staffordshire Terrier. 

"Potentially dangerous animal" means any of the following: 

Any animal which, when unprovoked, on two (2) separate occasions within the prior thirty-six (36) month period, en- 
gages in any behavior that requires a défensive action by any person to prevent bodily injury when the person and the ani- 
mal are off the property of the owner of the animal; 

Any animal which, when unprovoked, bites a person causing an injury that is less than a severe injury; 

Any animal which, when unprovoked, has killed, seriously bitten, inflicted injury or otherwise caused injury attacking a 
domestic animal off the property of the owner of the animal. 

"Premises" means any property owned, leased or rented by any person. 

"Protection dog" means any dog trained to guard, protect, patrol or défend any premises, area or yard, or any dog trained 
to protect, défend or guard any person or property, with or without the necessity of direct human supervision. 

"Protection dog operator" means any person who, for any considération whatsoever, engages in business to fumish, or 
agrées to fumish, or train a protection dog for others. 

"Secure enclosure" means a fence or structure suitable to prevent the entry of young children, and which is suitable to 
confine a potentially dangerous or vicious dog/animal in conjunction with other measures which may be taken by the owner 
of the animal. The enclosure shall be designed to prevent the animal from escaping. The animal shall be housed pursuant to 
Pénal Code Section 597t. 

"Service dog" means any dog individually trained to do work or perform tasks to meet the requirement of a physically 
disabled person, including, but not limited to, minimal protection work, rescue work, pulling a wheelchair or fetching 
dropped items. 

"Severe injury" means any physical injury to a human being that results in muscle tears or disfiguring lacérations or re- 
quires multiple sutures or corrective or cosmetic surgeiy. 

"Signal dog" means any dog trained to alert a deaf or hearing impaired person to intrudes or sounds. 

"Social dog" means any dog trained to provide pet-facilitated therapy to autistic and developmentally disabled children 
and affection to disabled persons who are institutionalized. 
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''Siibstantial leash" means any substantial chain, cord, rope, strap or other restraint which is held or otherwise controlled 
by a person capable of controlling and actually controlling the animal to which such restraint is attached. 

"Veterinarian" means any person licensed to practice veterinary medicine in Califomia. 

"Veterinary facility" means a clinic or hospital for the provision of inpatient or outpatient médical services to domestic 
and exotic animais. Animais may be kenneled on site. 

'Vicions animal" means any of the following: 

Any animal seized under Pénal Code Section 599aa and upon the sustaining of a conviction of the owner under subdivi- 
sion (a) of Pénal Code Section 597.5; 

Any animal which, when unprovoked, in an aggressive manner, inflicts severe injury on or kills a human being; 

Any animal previously determined to be and currently listed as a potentially dangerous animal which, after its owner has 
been notified of this détermination, continues the behavior described in the définition of potentially dangerous animal" set 
out above, or is maintained in violation of Sections 5-1 15 or 5-135. 

"Wild animal" means and includes any animal identified in Fish and Game Code Section 2116. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(b), 
2006: Ord. No. 4782 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4653 § 2(a— e), 1993; Ord. No. 4449 § 2, 1991.) 

Article II. Administration. 

Sec. 5-10. Division of animal régulation. 

The division of animal régulation within the office of the agricultural commissioner/sealer is hereby continued. The divi- 
sion shall be responsible for regulating, controlling and protecting animais and enforcing laws pertaining thereto within the 
unincorporated area of the county and those cities within the county which may from time to time contract with the county 
for such services, and shall assist the health officer in performing rabies control activities within the county. 

Sec. 5-1 1 . Director of animal régulation. 

The agricultural commissioner/sealer of the county shall be the director of animal régulation. The director shall be re- 
sponsible for administering the activities and programs of the division. The director shall be the formai appointing authority 
for the division. Whenever this chapter grants a power to or imposes a duty upon the director, such power may be exercised 
or such duty performed by either the director or such of the director' s deputies as the director may designate. 

Sec. 5-12. Chief deputy animal régulation officer. 

The chief deputy animal régulation officer shall be responsible for managing the activities and programs of the division, 
including, but not limited to, overseeing the enforcement of this chapter and state laws relating to the care, control and treat- 
ment of animais. The chief deputy shall perform ail duties in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, the require- 
ments of state law and the mandates of the director. For purposes of this chapter, any référence to an animal régulation offi- 
cer shall include the chief deputy. 

Sec. 5-13. Animal régulation officers. 

Animal régulation officers shall be responsible for carrying out the activities and programs of the division, including, but 
not limited to, enforcing the provisions of this chapter and state laws relating to the care, control and treatment of animais. 
Animal régulation officers shall perform ail duties in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, the requirements of 
state law, the mandates of the director and the directives of the chief deputy. For purposes of this chapter, animal régulation 
officers shall be designated as deputy health officers. 
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Sec. 5-14. Powers of arrest. ^^ 

Neither the director nor any animal régulation officer shall be deemed to be a peace officer, but pursuant to Pénal Code ^^ 

Section 830.9 they may exercise the powers of arrest of a peace officer as specified in Pénal Code Section 836 and the 
power to serve warrants as specified in Pénal Code Sections 1 523 and 1530 during the course and within the scope of their 
employment. 
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Sec. 5-15. Authority to carry firearms. 

Pinsuant to Pénal Code Section 12031, the Director and ail animal régulation offîcers shall be authorized to cany 
fireanns during the course and within the scope of their employment Such fîreanns shall foe limited to those approved 
by the director and supplied by the county. 

Sec. 5-16. Right of entry. 

The director and ail animal régulation officers shall hâve the right to enter upon and inspect any promises wheie an 
animal is kept or harbored when such entry is necessary to enforce the provisions of this chapter or state laws relating 
to the care, ccxitrol, and tnsatment of animais, or to save an animal, or to protect the public heaith, safety, and wel£are. 
Ail entries and inspections shall be canied out in accordance with applicable laws, including, but not limited to, the laws 
peitaining to search warrants and inspection wanants. 

Sec. 5-17. Admlnistrathre régulations. 

The director may fincnn time to time adopt and promulgate administrative régulations in conformity with this chapter 
and state law for the purpose of canying out the provisions of this chapter. Every proposed régulation, proposed revised 
regDlati(xi, or régulation proposed to be rescinded ^lall be posted in the office of the county cleii: and on a bulletin board 
in a public area at the county animal shelter for at least fifteen (15) days, together with a notice that the public may 
submit wiitten comments for the direcior's considération not later than the 30th day following the posting of notice. 
Each such prcfiosed régulation, proposed levised régulation, or régulation proposed to be rescinded and the acc(xnpanying 
notice shall also be mailed to any person who has fîled a request with the director for notice of regulatory actions by 
the director. The director shall consider comments submitted and may witiidraw, adopt, or repeal the régulation (7 revised 
legnlaticMi as prqposed or as revised following the comment period. Adoption or rescission shall take place not less than 
fifteen (15) nor more than one hundied eighty (180) days following the close of the comment period, and each regulaticm 
or revised régulation adopted or rescinded shall be effective upon posting and mailing as hereinbefore provided. Such 
régulations shall be poiodically compiled and copies thereof made available to the public for purchase at cost or review 
firee of charge at the county animal shelter. Every régulation adopted puisuant to this section shall hâve the same force 
and ^ect as provisions of this chapter and compliance therewith shall be a prerequisite tt> the issuance and continued 
validity of any license or registration provided for in this chapter. Failure by any person to comply with any régulation 
adopted pursuant to this section shall be a violation of this chapter. This section shall not be constnied to impose any 
new or additional notice requîrements for régulations adopted by the director by any procédure prior to the effective 
date of this section. 

Article lU. Public Notice. 

Sec. 5-20. Notice — Hearing by director. 

(a) When a provision of this chapter requiies notice of a hearing to be given pursuant to this section notice shall be 
given in ail of the following ways: 

(1) Notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered at least ten (10) days prior lo the hearing to the applicant, 
license holder, or owner of the animal, as the case may be. 

(2) Notice of the hearing shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing on a bulletin board in a public 
area at the county animal shelter, on or near the doors of the meeting room where the hearing will be held, if the hearing 
is to be held at a location other than the county animal shelter, and in at least three (3) places on or near the licensed 
premises or the piemises where the animal is maintained. 

(b) The notice shall include the information specified in Section 5-23. 

(c) In addition to the notice required by this section, notice may also be given in any other manner deemed necessary 
or désirable. (OrdL No. 4910 § 16, 1995.) 
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Sec. 5-21. Notice — Hearing by appeal hearing offîcer. 

(a) When a {Hovision of ttâs chuter reqones notice of a heaiing to be given puisuant to ttàs section, notice shall be 
given in ail of the foUowing ways: 

(1) Notice of the heaiing shall be pnblished one time in at least one n&wspaper of gênerai circulation within the 
coimty at least ten (10) days jnior to the h^iing. 

(2) Notice of Ûie hearing shall be mailed or delivered at least ten (10) days iHior to the heaiing to the appellant 
and the applicant, license holé^, or owner of the animal, as the case may be, if différent firom the appellant 

(3) Notice of the hearing shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing on a bulletin board in a puUic 
aiea at the county^ animal sheltor, on or near the doors of the meeting room where the hearing will be held, if the hearing 
is to be held at a location other than the county animal shelti^, and in at least thiee (3) places cm or near the licensed 
pr^nises or the prranises where the animal is maintained. 

(b) The notice shall include the infonnaticHi speciâed in Section 5-23. 

(c) In addition to the notice lequired by this section, notice may aiso be given in any oâier manner deemed necessary 
or désirable. 

Sec. 5-22. Mailed notice. 

When a provision of this diapter reqoiies notice of a hearing be given pursuant to Secticvi 5-20 or 5-21, the notice 
shall also be mailed or delivered at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing to any person who has fîled a written request 
for notice with the directcr. 

Sec. 5-23. Contents of notice. 

When a provision of this ch^pter leqnires notice of a hearing K> be given pursuant to Section 5-20 or 5-21, the notice 
shall include die date, time, and place of the hearing, the ide»tity of die hearing of&cer, a gênerai explanation of the 
matter to be consïdered, a gênerai description, in text or by diagram, of the location of the licensed premises, if any, 
that is the subject of the hearing, and a notice that if die applicant, license holder, or owner of the animal, as the case 
may be, fails to ^pear at the hearing, the hearing shall i^oceed in such person's absence and such absoice shall be 
fùrdier considered a waivo* by diat person of lus or her right to présent évidence at the hearing. 

Sec. 5-24. {Mailing — Method. 

Mailed notice puisuant to Section 5-20, 5-21, and 5-22 shall be sent first class and deposited, postage prepaid, in the 
United States mail and shall be deoned given when so deposited. 

Article IV. Hearings and Appeals. 

Sec. 5-30. Hearing by director — Décision. 

When a provision of this chuter lequires that a hearing be conducted pursuant to this section, the hearing shall be 
conducted as foUows: 

(a) At the time and place set for the hearing, the director shaU consider the matter at issue. The diiector shall swear 
wimesses, hear testimony, and lecdve relevant written or documentaiy evidaice. Additi(»ial procédural raies may be 
adopted by résolution of the board. The director shall tape record the hearing and shall préserve ail photographs and 
other documentary évidence introduced at the time of the hearing. If the director désignâtes a deputy to conduct the 
hearing, tiie deputy shaU not hâve had any direct involvement in the matter being heard. The director may décide ail 
issues for or against die applicant, license holder, or owner of the animal, as ûie case may be, even if such person fails 
to ^pear at die hearing. 
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(b) Within fifteen days after the hearing is closed, the director shall render a décision. The décision shall contain 
findings of fact and conclusions of law. The décision shall aiso set forth the right to appeal and the procédures for 
initialing and canying out an appeal. A copy of the décision shall be mailed by certified mail to the applicant, license 
holder, or owner of tfie animal. 
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as the case may be, and a bnef summaiy of thé décision shall be maîled by first class mail to ail persons noticed puisuant 
to Section 5-22. A copy of the décision shall aiso be posted on a bulletin boaid in a public aiea of the county animal 
shelter and shall remain so posted for the duration of the ^peal period specifîed in subsection (d) of this section. 

(c) The décision of the diiector shall detennine whether the license shall be denied or revoked, or whether the animal 
shall be released to its owner or foifeited to the division and humanely destroyed by the division if necessaiy to protea 
the public health, safety and weifare. The director may make the release of an animal to its owner subject to such 
conditions as the director deems necessaiy to effectuate the purposes of this chapter and to protect the public health, 
safety and weifare. The director shall not authorize the destruction of an animal until after the appeal period specified 
in subsection (d) has expired or, in the event of an ^peal, until ten (10) woïking days after the décision of the appeal 
hearing ofBcer has been served upon the owner of the animal. In no event shall the director permit the destruction of 
an animal pending the conclusion of an ^peal of the appeal heaiing officer's décision to a court of compétent 
jurisdiction. If the director détermines that the impoundment of an animal was improper, the division siiall bear ail costs 
and expenses of impoundment 

(d) The décision of the director shall be final ten (10) woridng days after it is mailed pursuant to subsection (b) of 
this section unless an appeal is fîled pursuant to Section 5-31. 

(e) Notwithstanding the preceding, the director may setde.any matter scheduled for hearing at any time prior to the 
hearing by written agreement with the applicant, license holder, or owner of the animal, as the case may be. In the event 
of a settlement, the executed agreement shall become the décision of the director and shall be mailed and posted pursuant 
to subsection (b). 

Sec 5-31. Appeal of director's décision. 

Any interested person dissatisfied with a décision of the director made pursuant to Section 5-30 may ^peal the décision 
to an appeal hearing ofScer by filing a written ^peal with the director with the appeal period specified in subsection 
(d) of Section 5-30 and dqx>siting tiierewith an amount of money equal to the estimated cost of transcribing the oral 
proceedings before the director and the cost of duplicating three (3) copies of the administrative record, including ail 
exhibits introduced at the hearing. If the actual cost of preparing the transcript and duplicating the administrative record 
is more than the amount deposited by the appeilant, the appellant shall deposit the defîciency. If less, the director shall 
refund the différence to the appellant 

Sec. 5-32. Review by appeal hearing officer— action. 

(a) Upon the filing of a valid ^peal and préparation of the administrative record, the director shall transmit a copy 
of the administrative record to an appeal hearing officer ^pointed by the county. The appeal hearing officer shall review 
the administrative record and within ten (10) working days after its receipt take one of the foUowing actions: 

(1) Adopt, modify or reject the décision of the director without a hearing; 

(2) Refer the matter back to the director for fiirther proceedings pursuant to this article; 

(3) Grant a hearing to review the décision of the director. Where the décision of the director being appealed orders 
the humane destruction of an animal, the appeal hearing officer shall automatically grant a hearing. 

(b) If the appeal hearing officer takes action pursuant to paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (a), such action shall 
become the décision of the appeal hearing officer and shall be mailed pursuant to subsection (b) of Section 5-33. 

(c) If the appeal hearing officer takes action pursuant to paragr^h (3) of subsection (a), the director shall set the time 
and place for the hearing and cause notice of such hearing to be given puisuant to Section 5-21. 

Sec. 5-33. Hearing by appeal hearing officer— décision. 

When an appeal hearing officer grants a hearing to review a décision of the director, the hearing shall be conducted 
as follows: 

(a) At the time and place set for the hearing, the ^peal hearing officer shall review the director's décision to détermine 
whether it conforms to law and is supported by substantial évidence. The appeal hearing officer may, in his or her 
discrétion, swear witnesses, hear testimony, and receive relevant written or documentary évidence, or consider only the 
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administrative record of the heaiing bef ore the director. In eitfaer case, the appeal hearing officer may hear and consider ^ÊÊ 
additional arguments and points and authorities of law. Additional procédural rules may be adopted by resolution of ^V^ 
the board. The appeal hearing officer shall tape record the hearing and shall préserve ail photographs and odier 
documentary évidence introduced at the time of the hearing. The zppeal hearing offîcer may décide ail issues for or 
against the applicant, license holder or owner of the animal, as the case may be, even if such person fails to appear at 
the hearing. 

(b) Within thirty (30) days after the heaiing is closed, the appeal hearing officer shaU render a décision. The décision 
may adopt, modify or reject the décision of the director. The décision shall contain findings of fact and conclusions of 
law. A copy of the décision shall be mailed by certified mail tt> the appellant and the applicant, license holder, or owner 
of the animal, as the case may be, if différent firom die appeUant, and a brief summary of tiie décision shall be mailed 
by fiist-class mail to ail persons noticed pursuant to Section 5-22. 

(c) The décision of the appeal hearing of&cer shall be final absence service upon the director of formai notice of appeal 
to a court of compétent juiisdiction. 

Article V. Dogs. 

Sec. 5-40. Dog vaccination required—Prerequisite for license. 

(a) Every owner of a dog over four (4) months of âge shall cause such dog to be vaccinated with an approved rabies 
vaccine unless a vetennarian certifies that such dog should not be vaccinated for health reasons. Revaccination shall 
be made at such intervais of time as may be prescribed by the State Department of Healtii. 

(b) Compiiance with the provisions of subsection (a) of this scïction shall be a prerequisite to the issuance of dog 
licenses under tiiis article and no dog license shall be issued without présentation of a certifîcate of vaccination signed 
by a veterinarian showing one (1) of the foUowing for the dog to be licensed: 

(1) That such dog has been vaccinated with an ^proved rabies vaccine and the period of time from the date of 
vaccination to the date of expiration of the license being issued does not exceed the interval of time prescribed by the 
State Department of Health; 

(2) That such dog should not be vaccinated with an ^proved rabies vaccine because such vaccination may 
jeopardize the health of the dog due to infîrmity or other disability. 

Wheie a certificate of vaccination shows that a dog should not be vaccinated due to infirmity or other disability, the 
nature of the infirmity or other disability and the estimated date of termination thereof siiall be shown on the face of 
the certificate to the satisfaction of the director. 

(c) Every veterinarian practidng vetennaiy medicine within the county siialI submit to the director one (1) copy of 
each cerdfîcate of vaccination issued by the veterinarian for dogs subject to the provisions of subsection (a) of this 
section. Copies of ail such certifîcates shall be submitted on or before the fifteenth (15th) day of the month following 
issuance. (Ord. No. 4782 § 2, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-41.. Dog license required — Exceptions. 

No person shall own or keep any dog over four (4) months of âge which has not been licensed pursuant to the 
provisions of this article, except: 

(a) A license shall not be required for any dog found within the unincorporated area of the county when its owner 
résides in any city within the county and such dog is wearing or has attached to it a valid license tag issued by such 
city. 

(b) A license shall not be required for any dog owned by a person who is a nonresident of the county and is traveling 
through the unincorporated area of the county or temporarily visidng therein for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days; 
provided, that such dog has been vaccinated consistent with the requirements of this article and its owner présents proof 
of such vaccination upon demand and fiirther provided that such dog is confined on the premises of the person in charge 
of it while temporarily in the county. 

(c) A license shall not be required for any dog brought into the unincorporated area of aie county and kept therein 
for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days for the exclusive purpose of entering the same in any show, exhibition, field 
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trial or other compétition or for breeding purposes; provided, that such dog has been vaccinated consistent with the require- 
ments of this article and its owner présents proof of such vaccination upon demand and further provided that such dog is 
confined on the premises of the person in charge of it while in the county except when bemg groomed, trained, bred, shown, 
exhibited or in compétition. 

(d) A license shall not be required for any dog having a valid license issued by a city within the county when its owner 
has within the preceding y car moved his or her principal place of résidence from such city to the unincorporated area of the 
county, provided that such city similarly exempts from license requirements any dog having a valid county license and 
owned by a person who has moved his or her principal place of résidence from the unincorporated area of the county to such 
city within the same time period. (Ord. No. 4782 § 3, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-42. Responsibility for issuance of license. 

Pursuant to Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 30801) of Division 14 of the Food and Agriculture Code, the director is 
designated to issue dog licenses under this article. (Ord. No. 4782 § 5, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-43. Application for license. 

Application for a dog license shall be made in writing to the director by the owner of the dog to be licensed. Such appli- 
cation shall be on a form approved by the director and shall be accompanied by a license fee, the amount of which shall be 
established pursuant to Section 5-4. Such license fee shall be waived for assistance dogs owned and used by totally or par- 
tially blind persons, deaf or hearing impaired persons, or other disabled persons, and for dogs owned and used by police 
departments or law enforcement officers exclusively for police work if ail other requirements for licensing under this article 
are met. Such license fee may include a reduced rate for spayed or neutered dogs and for dogs owned by persons sixty-two 
(62) years of âge or older if ail other requirements for licensing under this article are met. The director shall require such 
proof of qualification as the director deems necessary prior to waiving or reducing the license fee for any dog. If the owner 
of any dog fails to make application for a dog license within thirty (30) days after their dog is vaccinated for rabies, or re- 
ceipt of notice from the director to obtain a license, such owner shall pay a penalty for late licensing, the amount of which 
shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, in addition to the license fee required in this section. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(c), 
2006: Ord. No. 4782 § 4, 1994: Ord. No. 4653 § 2(f), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-44. Action on application. 

Upon receipt of an application for a dog license and présentation of a valid certificate of vaccination, the director shall 
register the dog in the records of the director and issue a dog license to the owner. The dog license shall consist of a receipt 
and a serially numbered metallic dog license tag stamped with an identifying number, the year of issue, the words "county 
of Sonoma," and such other information as the director may require. 

Sec. 5-45. Expiration and renewai of license. 

Every dog license issued pursuant to this article shall be annual, expiring twelve (12) months foUowing the date of rabies 
vaccination. The procédure for renewai of a dog license shall be the same as for obtaining an original license. If the owner 
of any dog fails to make application for the renewai of a dog license prior to its expiration, such owner shall pay a penalty 
for late renewai, the amount of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, in addition to the license fee required in 
Section 5-43. (Ord. No. 4591 § 1, 1992.) 

Sec. 5-46. Transfer of license — Notice of death or removal from unincorporated area. 

If any dog licensed pursuant to this article is sold or transferred, the new owner shall apply to the director for a transfer of 
the dog license for such dog within thirty (30) days after the change in ownership. The procédure for transfer of a dog li- 
cense shall be the same as for obtaining an original license. If any dog licensed pursuant to this article dies or is permanently 
removed from the unincorporated area of the county, the owner of such dog shall notify the director of the changed condi- 
tions in writing within thirty (30) days after such change. 
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Sec. 5-47. Replacement of lost license tag. 

In case the metallic dog license tag for any dog licensed pursuant to this article is lost or destroyed, a replacement tag for 
such dog shall be procured from the director within thirty (30) days after the loss or destruction. Upon receipt of an applica- 
tion and payment of a replacement fee, the amount of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, the director shall 
issue a replacement metallic dog license tag to the owner. 

Sec. 5-48. License tag to be worn by dog — Exceptions. 

The metallic dog license tag issued to any dog licensed pursuant to this article shall be securely affixed to a coUar, har- 
ness or other device and shall be worn by such dog at ail times during the license period, except when the dog is confmed in 
a commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or veterinary facility, or is being exhibited at a show, exhibition, field trial or other 
compétition. (Ord. No. 4653 § 2 (g), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-49. Présentation of license upon request required. 

Upon request of an animal régulation officer or any peace officer, the owner of any dog shall présent the dog license for 
such dog to the officer for inspection. 

Sec. 5-50. Reporting of shooting or poisoning of dog required. 

(a) Any veterinarian or other person who observes, has knowledge of, or treats any dog which has been shot or poisoned 
within the unincorporated area of the county shall immediately report that fact to the director. 

(b) Any report of the shooting or poisoning of any dog pursuant to this section shall include the name of the owner of 
the dog, if known, or the name of the person or persons requesting treatment of such dog, if known. 

Article VI. Cats. 

Sec. 5-60. Cat vaccination required — Prerequisite for registration certificate. 

(a) Every owner of a cat over four (4) months of âge shall cause such cat to be vaccinated with an approved rabies vac- 
cine unless a veterinarian certifies that such cat should not be vaccinated for health reasons. Revaccination shall be made at 
such intervais of time as may be prescribed by the State Department of Health. 

(b) Compliance with the provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall be prerequisite to the issuance of cat registra- 
tion certificates under this article and no cat registration certificate shall be issued without présentation of a certificate of 
vaccination signed by a veterinarian showing one of the following for the cat to be registered: 

( 1 ) That such cat has been vaccinated with an approved rabies vaccme and the period of time from the date of vac- 
cination does not exceed the interval of time prescribed by the State Department of Health; 

(2) That such cat should not be vaccinated with an approved rabies vaccine because such vaccination may jeopard- 
ize the health of the cat due to infirmity or other disability. 

Where a certificate of vaccination shows that a cat should not be vaccinated due to infirmity or other disability, the na- 
ture of the infirmity or other disability and the estimated date of termination thereof shall be shown on the face of the cer- 
tificate to the satisfaction of the director. 

(c) Every veterinarian practicing veterinary medicine within the county shall submit to the director one (1 ) copy of each 
certificate of vaccination issued by the veterinarian for cats subject to the provisions of subsection (a) of this section. Copies 
of ail such certificates shall be submitted on or before the fifteenth (15th) day of the month following issuance. (Ord. No. 
4782 § 6, 1994.) 
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^^ Sec. 5-61. Cat registration permitted. 

Any person who owns or keeps any cat over (4) months of âge may voluntarily register such cat pursuant to this article. 
(Ord. No. 4782 § 7, 1994.) 
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Sec. 5-62. Application for registration. 

Application for registration of a cat shall be made in writing to the director by the owner of the cat to be registered. 
Such application shall be on a form approved by the director and shall be accompanied by a registration fee, the amount 
of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4. If ail other requirements for licensing under this article are met, 
such registration fee may be waived or reduced for spayed or neutered cats and for cats owned by persons sixty-two 
(62) years of âge or older. The director shall require such proof of qualification as the director deems necessary prior 
to waiving or reducing the registration fee for any cat. (Ord. No. 4782, § 8, 1994: Ord. No. 4653 § 2(h), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-63. Action on application. 

Upon receipt of an application for registration of a cat, the director shall register the cat in the records of the director 
and issue a registration certificate to the owner. The registration certificate shall consist of a receipt and a serially 
numbered metallic identification tag stamped with an identifying number, the words "county of Sonoma," and such other 
information as the director may require. (Ord. No. 4782, § 8, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-64. Registration period. 

Every registration certificate issue pursuant to this article shall be valid for the life of the cat registered thereby. (Ord. 
No. 4782 § 8, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-65. Transfer of registration certificate — Notice of death or removal from unincorporated area. 

If any cat registered pursuant to this article is sold or transfened, the new owner shall apply to the director for a 
transfer of the registration certificate for such cat within thirty (30) days after the change in ownership. The procédure 
for transfer of a registration certificate shall be the same as for obtaining an original certificate. If any cat registered 
pursuant to this article dies or is permanently removed fi-om the unincorporated area of the county, the owner of such 
cat shall notify the director of the changed conditions in writing thirty (30) days after such change. (Ord. No. 4782 § 
8, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-66. Replacement of iost registration tag. 

In case the metallic identification tag for any cat registered pursuant to this article is Iost or destroyed, a replacement 
tag for such cat may be procured from the director. Upon receipt of an application and payment of a replacement fee, 
the amount of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, the director shall issue a replacement metallic 
identification tag to the owner. (Ord. No. 4782 § 8, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-67. Cats spay/neuter required if impounded. 

(a) The owner of any impounded cat shall pay any penalties/fees imposed pursuant to Section 5-4. If the cat has not 
been spayed or neutered, the owner shall, prior to the cat's release, hâve the cat spayed or neutered at the shelter and 
pay the surgery fee established pursuant to Section 5-4, unless the cat cannot be spayed or neutered due to a médical 
condition or because it is incapable of breeding. 

(b) Regardless of the above, an owner may take the cat to a licensed veterinarian of the owner' s choice, if the owner 
pays a deposit equal to the spay neuter surgery fee. If a deposit is collected, the owner shall provide documentation that 
the cat was spayed or neutered to the director within two (2) weeks after the cat is released. The deposit will then be 
refunded. (Ord. No. 5261 § 1, 2000.) 



5-13 (Revised 1-01) 



• 



§ 5-70 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 5-73 

Article VII. Kenneis, Pet Fanciers and Pet Shops. 

Sec. 5-70. Commercial kennel, pet fancier and pet shop license required. 

No person shall conduct, operate or keep any commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet shop without first obtaining 
a license pursuant to the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 4782 § 9, 1994: Ord. No. 4653 § 2(j), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-71 . Application for license. 

Application for a conmiercial kennel, pet fancier or pet shop license shall be made in writing to the director by the 
owner of the commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet shop to be licensed. Such application shall be on a form 
approved by the director and shall be accompanied by a license fee, the amount of which shall be established pursuant 
to Section 5-4. If ail other requirements for licensing under this article are met, such license fee shall be waived for 
any commercial kennel or pet fancier facility devoted exclusively to training or breeding assistance dogs. The director 
shall require such proof of qualification as the director deems necessary prior to waiving the license fee for any 
conmiercial kennel or pet fancier facility. The license fee for commercial kennel licenses shall be in lieu of the license 
fées and registration fées required in Section 5-43 and Section 5-61. The license fee for pet fancier licenses shall be 
in addition to the license fées and registration fées required in Section 5-43 and Section 5-61. If the owner of any 
commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet shop fails to make application for a commercial kennel, pet fancier or pet 
shop license within thirty (30) days after receipt of notice from the director to obtain a license, such owner shall pay 
a penalty for late licensing, the amount of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, in addition to the license 
fee required in this section. (Ord. No. 4653 § 2(k), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-72. Action on application. 

(a) Upon receipt of an application for a conmiercial kennel, pet fancier or pet shop license, the director shall review 
the application and inspect the licensed premises. If the director finds that the requirements of this article hâve been 
complied with, the director shall register the commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet shop in the records of the 
director and issue the license applied for to the owner. If the director finds otherwise, the director shall deny the license. 

(b) When issuing a commercial kennel, pet fancier or pet shop license pursuant to this article, the director may make 
the license subject to such conditions as the director deems necessary to effectuate the purposes of this chapter and to 
protect the public health, safety and welfare. Failure to comply with any such condition shall be a violation of this 
chapter. 

(c) Upon issuing a commercial kennel license pursuant to this article, the director shall provide the owner of the 
commercial kennel with individual dog license tags for each dog kept on the licensed premises under the license, 
individual cat registration tags for each cat kept on the licensed premises under the license, and, during the tenu of the 
license, shall, upon written application, provide such owner without charge any additional dog license tags or cat 
registration tags required for new dogs or cats coming into the owner' s possession on the licensed premises under the 
license. 

(d) Upon issuing a pet fancier license and payment of the license fées required in Section 5-43 or the registration fées 
required in Section 5-61 or both, the director shall provide the owner of the pet fancier facility with individual dog license 
tags for each dog kept on the licenses premises under the license and individual cat registration tags for each cat kept 
on the licensed premises under the license. (Ord. No. 4653 § 2(1), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-73. Expiration and renewai of license. 

Every commercial kermel, pet fancier or pet shop license issued pursuant to this article shall be annual, expiring on 
the last day of December next following its date of issue. The procédure for renewai of any such license shall be the 
same as for obtaining an original license. If the owner of any commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet shop fails 
to make application for the renewai of a commercial kennel, pet fancier or pet shop license within sixty (60) days after 
its expiration, or prior thereto, such owner shall pay a penalty for late renewai, the amount of which shall be established ^^ 

pursuant to Section 5-4, in addition to the license fee required in Section 5-71. (Ord. No. 4653 § 2(m), 1993.) ^Hi 
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Sec. 5-74. Déniai or revocation of license. 

The director may deny or revoke any commercial kennel, pet fancier or pet shop license issued pursuant to this article 
in the following situations: 

(a) Whenever the director détermines by inspection that the licensed premises violate any of the conditions of the 
license, this chapter or state law; 

(b) Whenever the director has reason to believe that the owner of the commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet 
shop has wilfully withheld or falsified any information required for the license; 

(c) Whenever the director has reason to believe that the owner of the commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet 
shop, or any agent or employée of same, has been convicted by a court of law within the past fi ve (5) years of a violation 
of this chapter or any other law relating to animais, public nuisances caused by animais or cruelty to animais in this 
or any other state. For purposes of this section, a -forfeiture of bail shall be deemed to be a conviction of the offense 
charged. (Ord. No. 4653 § 2(n), 1993.) 



• 
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Sec. 5-75. Appeal from déniai or revocation of iicense. 

(a) Prior to déniai or revocation of a commercial kennel, pet fancier or pet shop Iicense issued pursuant to tfais articie, 
the director shall notify tfae owner of the commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet shop in writing by certified mail 
of the intent to deny or revoke the Iicense, the reasons for such déniai or revocation, and that such owner may make 
a written request for a hearing before the director within ten (10) days after receipt of such notice if he or she désires 
to challenge the déniai or revocation. 

(b) If a valid request for a hearing is filed, the director shall set the time and place for the hearing and cause notice 
of such hearing to be given pursuant to Section 5-20. The hearing shall be conducted pursuant to Section 5-30. (Ord. 
No. 4653 § 2(0), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-76. No new Iicense after déniai or revocation. 

If a commercial kennel, pet fancier or pet shop Iicense issued pursuant to this article is denied or revoked, the director 
shall not accept a new application from the same person for the same activity at the same location for rwo (2) years 
after the date of the déniai or revocation unless the person shows and the director détermines by investigation or 
inspection that the grounds upon which the application was denied or tfae Iicense revoked no longer exist. (Ord. No. 
4653 § 2(p), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-77. Lîcense not transférable. 

No commercial kennel, pet fancier or pet shop Iicense issued pursuant to this article shall be transférable. (Ord. No. 
4653 § 2(q), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-78. Dispiay of Iicense required. 

Every commercial kennel, pet fancier facility and pet shop licensed pursuant to this article shall post its Iicense in some 
conspicuous part of the licensed premises. (Ord. No. 4653 § 2(r), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-79. Inspections. 

As a condition to the issuance or renewal of any commercial kennel, pet fancier or pet shop Iicense pursuant to this 
article, the director shall hâve the authority to conduct periodic inspections of the licensed premises. The owner of the 
commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet shop shall make available to the director such information regarding the 
opération of the commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet shop as the director shall require. The director may impose 
an inspection fee, the amouni of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, where it is found that the licensed 
premises violâtes any of the conditions of the Iicense, this chapier or staie law. (Ord. No. 4653 § 2(s), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-80. Régulations and standards for care, confinement and treatment of animais. 

The director shall establish régulations and standards for commercial kennels, pet fancier facilities and pet shops 
licensed pursuant to this article relating to the following: 

(a) The maximum number and species of animais to be kept on the licensed premises; 

(b) The construction, sanitation and maintenance of the facilities on the licensed premises; 

(c) Any other matters pertaining to the humane care, confinement and treatment of animais that the director deems 
necessary. (Ord. No. 4653 § 2(t), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-81. Required records for commercial kennels. 

Every commercial kennel licensed pursuant to this article shall keep available for inspection on ihe licensed premises 
records showing ail of the following: 
(a) The name, current address, and téléphone number of the owner of each animal at the kennel; 
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(b) The date each animal entered the kennel; 

(c) The reason for each animal being at the kennel, such as for boaiding, sale, breeding or grooming; 

(d) A description of each animal at the kennel, including its âge, hreed, sex and color; 

(e) A cmrent, valid rabies ceitificate for each animal over four (4) months of âge at the kennel. 

Sec. 5-82. Ust of animais sold or given away required. 

Every commercial kennel and pet shop licensed pursuant to this article shall provide the director with a monthly listing 
of ail animais sold including the names and addresses of the purchasers of the animais sold or given away, including 
the names and addresses of the purchasers or récipients of the animais. Every hobby kennel licensed pursuant to this 
article shall provide the director with an annual listing of ail puppies and kittens sold or given away, including the 
number of litters involved and the names and addresses of the purchasers or récipients of the animais. (Ord. No. 4449 
§2, 1991.) 

Article VHI. Protection Dog Operators. 

Sec. 5-90. Protection dog operator and employée registration required. 

No person shall transact, conduct, operate or otherwise carry on business as a protection dog operator or serve as an 
employée of same without first registering pursuant to the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 4782 § 10, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-91. Application for registration. 

Application for registration as a protection dog operator or as an employée of same shall be made in writing to the 
director by the person to be registered. Such application shall be on a form approved by the director and shall be 
accompanied by a registration fee, the amount of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, and a copy of such 
person 's state identification card. 

Sec. 5-92. Action on application. 

Upon receipt of an application for registration as a protection dog operator or as an employée of same, the director 
shall review the application. If the director finds that the requirements of this article and state law hâve been compiied 
with, the director shall register the protection dog operator or his or her employée in the records of the director and issue 
a registration certificate to such person, indicating thereon whether the person is a protection dog operator or an employée 
of same. If the director finds otherwise, the director shall not register the person untii the noncompliance is corrected. 

Sec. 5-93. Expiration and renewai of registration certificate. 

Every registration certificate issued pursuant to this article shall be annual, expiring on the last day of December next 
following its date of issue. The procédure for renewai of a registration certificate shall be the same as for obtaining an 
original certificate. If any protection dog operator or any employée of same fails to make application for the renewai 
of his or her registration certificate within sixty (60) days after its expiration, or prior thereto, such person shall pay 
a penalty for late renewai, the amount of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, in addition to the registration 
fee required in Section 5-91. 

Sec. 5-94. Registration certificate not transférable. 

No registration certificate issued pursuant to this article shall be transférable. 



• 
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Article iX. Business Using Protection Dogs. 
Sec. 5-100. Business using protection dog — Registration required. 

No business shall use or employ any protection dog to protect facilities or property of the business without first 
registering pursuant to the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 4782 § 11, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-101. Application for registration. 

Application for registration as a business using protection dogs shall be made in writing to the director by the owner 
of the business to be registered. Such application shall be on a form approved by the director and shall be accompanied 
by a registration fee, the amount of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4. 

Sec. 5-102. Action on application. 

(a) Upon receipt of an application for registration as a business using protection dogs, the director shall review the 
application and inspect the business premises. If the director fmds that the requirements of this article and state law hâve 
been complied with, the director shall register the business in the records of the director and issue a registration certificate 
to the owner. If the director finds otherwise, the director shall not register the business until the noncompliance is 
corrected. 

(b) When issuing a registration certificate pursuant to this article, the director may make the certificate subject to such 
conditions as the director deems necessary to effectuate the purposes of this chapter and to protect the public health, 
safety, and welfare. Failure to comply with any such condition shall be a violation of this chapter. 

Sec. 5-103. Registration period. 

Every registration certificate issued pursuant to this article shall remain valid for so long as the business registered 
thereby continues to use or employ protection dogs. 

Sec. 5-104. Registration certificate not transférable. 

No registration certificate issued pursuant to this article shall be transférable. 

Sec. 5-105. Inspections. 

As a condition to the issuance of a registration certificate pursuant to this article, the director shall hâve the authority 
to conduct periodic inspections of the business premises. The director may impose an inspection fee, the amount of which 
shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, where it is found that the business premises violâtes any of the conditions 
of the registration certificate, this chapter or state law. 

Article X. Prohibited Conduct. 

Sec. 5-110. Interférence with animal régulation officer prohibited. 

No person shall prevent, obstruct, hinder or interfère with an animal régulation officer in the performance of the 
officer' s duties under this chapter or state law. 

Sec. 5-111. Removal of animal in custody of animal régulation officer prohibited. 

No person shall remove or attempt to remove any animal taken into custody by an animal régulation officer without 
the officer' s authorization. 
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Sec. 5-112. Aid in escape of animal sought for custody prohibited. 

No person shall cause or aid in the escape of any animal sought for custody by an animal régulation officer. 

Sec. 5-113. Refusai to présent animal for inspection prohibited. 

No person shall fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order of an animal régulation officer to présent an animal 
for inspection. 

Sec. 5-114. Abandonment of dog or cat prohibited. 

No person shall abandon any dog or cat in or upon any public street or other public place, or upon any private property 
or premises. (Ord. No. 4782 § 12, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-115. Dogs at large prohibited— Exceptions. 

No person shall cause, permit or allow any dog to run at large upon any public street or other public place, or upon 
any private property or premises other than those of the owner or other person in control of such dog, nor shall any 
person cause, permit or allow any dog to be upon any public street or other public place unless such dog is restrained 
by a substantial leash, except: 

(a) When such dog is assisting a law enforcement officer in the performance of police work; 

(b) When such dog is assisting a duly authorized person in an officiai search and rescue opération; 

(c) When such dog is assisting the owner in working, herding or controlling livestock;. 

(d) When such dog is assisting the owner in hunting on private property with the consent of the owner, lessee, or other 
person in control thereof; 

(e) When such dog is participating in a dog training class, exhibition or compétition, or an ongoing training program 
related thereto, under the direction and control of a dog trainer or other qualified person on public property with the 
consent of the owner or operator of the grounds or facilities, or on private property with the consent of the owner, lessee 
or other person in control thereof; 

(f) When such dog is accompanying the owner or other person in control of such dog on private property with the 
consent of the owner, lessee or other person in control thereof. (Ord. No. 4782 § 13, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-116. Repealed by Ord. No. 5261 § 1. 

Sec. 5-117. Livestock at large prohibited — Exceptions. 

No person shall wilfuUy or knowingly cause, permit or through failure to exercise due care or control allow any 
livestock to run at large upon any public street or other public place, or upon any private property or premises other 
than those of the owner or other person in control of such livestock, except: 
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(a) When such livestock is being led, driven or conducted along a public street during daylight hours under the 
supervision of the owner or otber person in control of such livestock; 

(b) When such livestock is on public property with the consent of the owner or operator of the grounds or facihties, 
or on private property with the consent of the owner, lessee or other person in control thereof, and such property is 
lawfuUy fenced; 

(c) When such livestock is on designated open range areas. 

The owner of any livestock found at large in violation of this section shall, in addition to any other penalties imposée, 
be liable for the salaries, costs and other expenses incurred by the division in restraining, capturing or rescuing such 
livestock if the owner is responsible for the livestock being at large. The salaries, costs and expenses of the division 
shall be determined by the director with the concurrence of the county auditor. (Ord. No. 4782 § 15, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-118. Exotic animais at large prohibited. 

No person shall cause, permit or allow any exotic animal to run at large upon any public street or other public place, 
or upon any private property or premises other than those of the owner or other person in control of such exotic animai. 
(Ord. No. 4782 § 16, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-119. Dogs entering property whereon sheep or other livestoclc are icept prohibited. 

No owner of any dog shall permit or allow such dog to enter upon any property whereon sheep or other livestock are 
kept without the consent of the owner, lessee or other person in control thereof. (Ord. No. 4782 § 17, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-120. interférence with quarantine prohibited. 

No person shall refuse to obey the conditions of any lawftiUy imposed quarantine or remove, tear, deface, mutilate. 
obscure or destroy in any other manner whatsoever interfère with any placard, notice or proclamation declaring such 
quarantine, placed on or about the premises on which any of the animais so quarantined are located. (Ord. No. 4782 
§ 17, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-121. Staidng of animais prohibited. 

No owner of any animal shall stake, tie or tether such animal on any public road or street or other public property 
which is not set aside for such staking, tying or tethering, or on any private property without the consent of the owner, 
lessee or other person in control thereof. (Ord. No. 4782 § 17, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-122. Animais in county buildings and feeding or care of animais on county property 
prohibited — Exceptions. 

No person shall cause, permit or allow any animai in any county building, nor shall any person feed or provide care 
for any animal on county property, except the county animal shelter, county property used for animal training classes, 
exhibitions or compétitions, and any other county property designated elsewhere in this code or by ordinance or résolution 
of the board. The prohibition against animais in county buildings shall not apply to totally or partialiy blind persons, 
deaf or hearing impaired persons, or other disabled persons using assistance dogs, law enforcement officers engaged 
in police work using dogs to assist them, and such other persons as may be authorized by the director. (Ord. No. 4782 
§ 18, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-123. Selling animais without license prohibited. 

No person shsdl sell, display, offer for sale, barter or give away any animal as a pet, prize, toy, premium or novelty, 
except a person licensed pursuant to this chapter to operate a commercial kennel, pet fancier facility or pet shop, or as 
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part of an agricultural opération, commercial hatchery or store regularly engaged in the selling of livestock, or unless 
sucfa person is the owner of such animal and such sale, display, offer for sale, barter or gift occurs on the owner's 
promises, or on the promises where the animal is boarded or kepL (Ord. No. 4782 § 19, 1994: Ord. No. 4653 § 2(u), 
1993.) 

Sec. 5-124. Maintenance of exotic animal without proof of proper approvals prohibited. 

No owner of any exotic animal shall maintain such animal without proof of proper fédéral and state permits, 
inspections, and other required approvals. (Ord. No. 4782 § 19, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-125. Dog nuisances prohibited. 

No owner of any dog, except a totaliy or partially bUnd person, deaf or hearing impaired person, or handicapped person 
using an assistance dog, shall permit or allow such dog to do any of the following: 

(a) Defecate on any public road or street or other public property without immediately cleaning or removing the 
excrément to a proper réceptacle; 

(b) Defecate on any private property other than that of its owner without the consent of the owner, lessee or other 
person in control thereof. (Ord. No. 4782 § 19, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-126. Public nuisances prohibited. 

(a) No owner of any animal shall do any of the following: 

(1) Permit such animal to obstruct the reasonable and comfortable use of property in any neighborhood or 
community by chasing vehicles, molesting passersby, barking, howiing or making other noise; 

(2) Permit such animal to damage or îrespass on public or private property; 

(3) Permit unsanitary conditions to exist on ^e promises where such animal is kept which wouid cause odors, 
attract flies or vermin, or which would be otherwise injurious to the public health, offensive to the sensés, or an 
obstruction to the free use of property so as to interfère with the comfortable enjoyraent of life or property by members 
of the neighborhood or community or any considérable number of other persons; 

(4) Maintain a dangerous animal in a manner that créâtes a significant threat to the pubhc health, safety and 
welfare. 

(b) Any violation of this section is hereby deciared to be a public nuisance. 

(c) Whenever the director or any animal régulation officer has reasonable cause to believe that a public nuisance as 
defïned in this section exists, the director may conduct an investigation or the alleged nuisance. Whenever it is affîrmed 
in writing by two (2) or more persons residing in separate résidences or regularly employed in the neighborhood that 
a public nuisance as defïned in this section exists, the director shall investigate the alleged nuisance, provided, however, 
that where there is oniy one (1) person residing or regularly employed within three hundred feet (300') of the alleged 
public nuisance, written affirmation of only that one (1 ) person shall be required for the director to investigate the alleged 
nuisance. If, upon investigation, the director détermines that a public nuisance exists, the director may issue an order 
to the owner of the offending animal directing that such nuisance be abated. In the event that the owner does not comply 
with the abatement order, the director may immediately refer the matter to the district attomey for prosecution of the 
pubhc nuisance. 

(d) Any person may maintain an action under Civil Code section 3493 for compiiance with the requirements of this 
section. 

(e) Noiwithstanding any of the preceding, no animal which is part of an agricultural opération exempt from being 
or becoming a nuisance by Civil Code section 3482.5 shall be deemed lo be a public nuisance under this section, 
provided such animal is owned and kept in compiiance with this chapter and state law. (Ord. No. 4782 § 19, 1994.) 
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Sec. 5-127. Tethering/chaining of dogs restricted. 

(a) A dog may be restrained by a fixed point chain or tether for no more than twelve (12) hours in a twenty-four hour 
period. This limitation shall not apply to a dog used in an agricultural opération for herding, guarding, or protecting live- 
stock. 

(b) No chain or tether shail weigh more than one-eighth of the dog' s body weight. 

(c) Any chain or tether shall be at least ten (10) feet in length and hâve swivels at both ends. 

(d) Any chain or tether must be attached to a properly fitting collar or hamess wom by the animal. The use of chain or 
pinch collar is prohibited. 

(e) If a dog is restrained using a pulley and cable System, the chain or tether must be at least ten (10) feet in length and 
attached to a pulley or trolley mounted on a cable that is also at least ten (10) feet in length and mounted at least four (4) feet 
and no more than seven (7) feet above ground level in a manner so as not to interfère or become entangled with objects on 
the property. 

(f) The chained or tethered dog must hâve constant access to clean, fresh water in a sturdy, tip-resistant bowl or bucket 
inside a rubber tire to prevent tipping. It should be checked for freezing in the winter. Food has to be palatable and nutri- 
tious. 

(g) The chained or tethered dog must hâve constant access to shelter and protection from the éléments in ail seasons of 
the year. The area must be kept clean of défécation. (Ord. No. 5664 § 1 (d), 2006.) 

Article XI. Potentlally Dangerous and Vicious Animais. 

Sec. 5-130. Purpose — Exemptions. 

The purpose of this article is to establish a program for the control of potentially dangerous and vicious animais that in- 
corporâtes Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 31601) of Division 14 of the Food and Agricultural Code. This article does 
not apply to commercial kennels, pet fancier facilities, veterinarians, or to dogs while utilized by the sheriff, any police de- 
partment or any law enforcement offïcer in the performance of police work. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(e), 2006; Ord. No. 4782 
§ 20, 1994: Ord. No. 4653 § 2(v), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-131. Filing pétition with court— Héaring. 

If an animal régulation officer has investigated and determined that there exists probable cause to believe that an animal 
is potentially dangerous or vicious, the director shall pétition the superior court for a hearing for the purpose of determining 
whether or not the animal in question should be declared potentially dangerous or vicious. A proceeding under this section 
is a limited civil case. Whenever possible, any complaint received from a member of the public which serves as the eviden- 
tiary basis for the animal régulation officer to fmd probable cause shall be swom to and verified by the complainant and 
shall be attached to the pétition. The director shall notify the owner of the animal that a hearing will be held by the court at 
which time such owner may présent évidence as to why the animal should not be declared potentially dangerous or vicious. 
The owner of the animal shall be served with notice of the hearing and a copy of the pétition, either personally or by first- 
class mail with retum receipt requested. The hearing shall be held promptly within no less than five (5) working days nor 
more than ten (10) working days after service of notice upon the owner of the dog. The hearmg shall be open to the public. 
The court may admit into évidence ail relevant évidence, including incident reports and the affidavits of witnesses, limit the 
scope of discovery, and may shorten the time to produce records or witnesses. A jury shall not be available. The court may 
fînd, upon a prépondérance of the évidence, that the animal is potentially dangerous or vicious and make other orders au- 
thorized by this article and state law. The court may décide ail issues for or against the owner of the animal even if such 
owner fails to appear at the hearing. If the court rules the animal to be potentially dangerous or vicious, the court may estab- 
lish a time schedule to ensure compliance with this article and state law, but in no case more than thirty (30) days subsé- 
quent to the date of the court's détermination or thirty-five (35) days if the service of the judgment is by first-class mail. The 
détermination of the court shall be final and conclusive upon ail parties. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(e), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-132. Reserved. 
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Sec. 5-133. Impoundment of animal pending hearings. 

(a) If upon investigation it is determined by an animal régulation officer that probable cause exists to believe an animal 
is potentially dangerous or vicious and poses an immédiate threat to public safety, then the officer may seize and impound 
the animal pending the hearings to be held pursuant to this article. The owner of the animal shall be liable to the division for 
the costs and expenses of keeping the animal, if the animal is later adjudicated potentially dangerous or vicious. 

(b) When an animal has been impounded pursuant to subsection (a) of this section and it is not contrary to pubhc safety, 
the director shall permit the animal to be confined at the owner' s expense in a commercial kennel or veterinary facility ap- 
proved by the director. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(e), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-134. Mitigating circumstances. 

(a) No animal may be declared potentially dangerous or vicious if any injury or damage is sustained by a person who, at 
the time the injury or damage was sustained, was committing a willful trespass or other tort upon premises occupied by the 
owner of the animal, or was teasing, tormenting, abusing or assaulting the animal, or was committing or attempting to com- 
mit a crime. No animal may be declared potentially dangerous or vicious if the animal was protecting or defending a person 
within the immédiate vicinity of the animal from an unjustified attack or assault. No animal may be declared potentially 
dangerous or vicious if an injury or damage was sustained by a domestic animal which at the time the injury or damage was 
sustained was teasing, tonnenting, abusing or assaulting the animal. 

(b) No animal may be declared potentially dangerous or vicious if the injury or damage to a domestic animal was sus- 
tained while the animal was working as a hunting animal, herding animal or predator control animal on property of, or under 
the control of, its owner, and the damage or injury was to a species or type of domestic animal appropriate to the work of the 
animal. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(e), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-135. Disposition of potentially dangerous animais. 

(a) An animal determined to be a potentially dangerous animal, either after the ovmer of the animal has agreed to the 
désignation, or the court has determined the désignation applies to the animal, shall be placed on a list of potentially danger- 
ous animais by the director and shall be maintained by the owners as follows: 

( 1 ) A potentially dangerous animal shall be properly licensed and vaccinated. The director shall include the poten- 
tially dangerous désignation in the registration records of the animal and shall charge a potentially dangerous animal fee, the 
amount of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, in addition to the license fee required in Section 5-43. 

(2) A potentially dangerous animal, while on the owner's premises, shall, at ail times, be kept indoors, or in a se- 
cure enclosure. A potentially dangerous animal may be off the owner's premises only if it is restrained by a substantial leash 
not exceeding six (6) feet in length and it is under the control of a responsible adult. 

(3) If a potentially dangerous animal dies, or is sold, transferred or permanently removed from the unincorporated 
area of the county, the owner shall notify the director of the changed conditions and new location of the animal in writing 
within two (2) working days after such change. 

(b) If there are no additional instances of the behavior described in the définition of "potentially dangerous animal" in 
Section 5-6 within a thirty-six (36) month period from the date of désignation as a potentially dangerous animal, the animal 
shall be removed from the list of potentially dangerous animais by the director. The animal may, but is not required to be, 
remove from the list of potentially dangerous animais prior to the expiration of the thirty-six (36) month period if the owner 
of the animal demonstrates to the satisfaction of the director that changes in circumstances or measures taken by such 
owner, such as training of the animal, hâve mitigated the risk to public safety. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(e), 2006; Ord. No. 4653 
§ 2(w), 1993.) 

Sec. 5-136. Disposition of vicious animais. 

(a) An animal determined to be a vicious animal may be humanely desfroyed by the division when it is found, after pro- 
ceedings conducted pursuant to this article, that the release of the animal would create a significant threat to the public 
health, safety and welfare. 



• 



(Revised 9-06) 5-22 



• 



§5-136 SONOMA COUNTY ANIMAL REGULATION ORDINANCE § 5- 1 42 



(b) If it is determined that an animal foiind to be vicious shall not be destroyed, the court shall impose conditions upon 
the ownership of the animal that protect the public health, safety and welfare, including reserving jurisdiction to order de- 
struction of the animal upon any further violation of this article or state law. Any enclosure that is required as a condition of 
ownership shall be a secure enclosure. A vicious animal shall be properly licensed and vaccinated. The director shall include 
the vicious désignation in the registration records of the animal and shall charge a vicious animal fee, the amount of which 
shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, in addition to the license fee required in Section 5-43. Animais declared vicious 
may not be kept on premises where minor children réside or are présent. 

(c) The owner of any animal determined to be vicious that is not destroyed shall présent proof acceptable to the Director 
that the owner has procured liability insurance in the amount of at least one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) cover- 
ing any damage or injury which may be caused by the vicious animal. Such liability insurance shall not be cancelled, unless 
the owner shall cease to own the animal prior to expiration of that license. Coverage shall be evidenced by an endorsement 
by the insurer will provide the County at least thirty (30) days advance notice of cancellation. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(e), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-137. Restrictions on further ownership of animais. 

The owner of an animal determined to be a vicious animal shall be prohibited from ovming, possessing, controUing or 
having custody of any animal for a period of three (3) years, when it is found, after proceedings conducted pursuant to this 
article, that ownership or possession of an animal by the person would create a significant threat to the public health, safety 
and welfare. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(e), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-138. IVlicrochip and sterilization requirement for potentially dangerous and vicious animais. 

The owner of any animal found potentially dangerous or vicious pursuant to this chapter shall, at his or her expense, hâve 
a microchip assigned by the division, implanted into the animal for identification purposes. The identifying information 
listed on the microchip shall be noted in the licensing files for that animal. An animal that has been found to be potentially 
dangerous or vicious pursuant to this chapter shall be sterilized at the owner 's expense. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(e), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-139. Keeping of potentially dangerous or vicious animais by minors prohibited. 

No animal found to be potentially dangerous or vicious pursuant to this chapter shall be owned by a minor. 
(Ord. No. 5664 § l(e), 2006.) 

Article XII. Impoundment. 

Sec. 5-140. Animais subject to impoundment. 

Any animal which is engaged in an activity or existing in a condition prohibited by this chapter or state law may be taken 
up and impounded pursuant to the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 4782 § 21, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-141 . Adoption of Pénal Code Section 597.1 . 

Califomia Pénal Code Section 597. 1 shall be operative and enforced by the director, and Califomia Pénal Code Section 
597f shall not be operative. Seizure and impoundment shall be made pursuant to Section 597.1. If requested, the hearing 
shall be conducted pursuant to Section 5-30. (Ord. No. 4910 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 5-142. Care of impounded animais. 

Every impounded animal shall be inspected for the présence of a license, tattoo, implant or other form of identification at 
the time of impoundment. AU impounded animais shall be kept at the county animal shelter or at such other place as may be 
approved by the director. The director shall ensure that ail impounded animais receive suitable and adéquate food, water, 
shelter and médical care during impoundment. (Ord. No. 4910 § 2, 1995.) 
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Sec. 5-143. Impoundment fées. 

(a) The director shall charge the owner of each impounded animal an impoundment fee, the amount of which shall be 
established pursuant to Section 5-4. In addition, the director shall charge the owner of each impounded animal a boarding fee 
sufficient to defray the cost of keeping the animal during its impoundment, as determined by the director. The impoundment 
and boarding fées shall be collected when an impounded animal is claimed and before release. 

(b) The director may, in cases of hardship, reduce or waive the impoundment and boarding fées otherwise due for an 
impounded animal, except in the case where the owner of the animal has been convicted within the last five (5) years by any 
court of law for any violation of this chapter or any other law relating to animais, public nuisance caused by animais, or cru- 
elty to animais in this or any other state. For purposes of this section, forfeiture of bail shall be deemed to be a conviction of 
the offense charged. The director shall détermine hardship on the basis of the following standard: hardship is a proven inabil- 
ity to meet ongoing family expenses for the necessities of livmg, that is, food, clothing and shelter. (Ord. No. 4910 § 3, 
1995.) 

Sec. 5-144. Notification of impoundment. 

(a) When an animal is impounded pursuant to this article, except for Section 5-141, the director shall, except as other- 
wise provided, notify the owner of the animal of the impoundment within twenty-four (24) hours. The owner of the animal 
shall be served with notice of the impoundment, either personally or by first-class mail with retum receipt requested, if 
known. Such notice shall state the following: that the animal has been impounded, the date and place of impoundment, a 
description of the animal, where the animal is being held, the name, address and téléphone number of the agency or person to 
be contacted regarding release of the animal, and an indication of the ultimate disposition of the animal if no action to regain 
it is taken by the owner within seventy-two (72) hours after impoundment or a longer period if stated in such notice. If the 
owner of an impounded animal is unknown, the above notice, in lieu of mailing, shall be posted on a bulletin board in a pub- 
lic area at the county animal shelter. 

(b) When an animal is impounded pursuant to this article and the animal is of a type referred to in Food and Agricultural 
Code Section 1 7003, the director shall, if the animal is not claimed within five (5) days after impoundment, cause notice of 
the impoundment to be sent to the director of food and agriculture. 

(c) In addition to the notice required by this section, notice may also be given in any other manner deemed necessary or 
désirable. (Ord. No. 4910 § 4, 1995.) 

Sec. 5-145. Impoundment of animais by private citizens. 

Any person who finds an animal running at large in violation of this chapter may take up, confine and hold the animal, 
provided such person notifies the director within twenty-four (24) hours after securing possession or control of the animal 
and surrenders the animal to an animal régulation officer upon demand. 

Sec. 5-146. Impoundment of dogs running at large. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, or this chapter, an animal régulation officer shall not seize or impound a dog 
for running at large in violation of this chapter when the dog has not strayed from and is upon private property owned by the 
owner of the dog, or upon private property to which such owner has a right of possession, nor shall the animal régulation 
officer seize or impound a dog which has strayed from but then retumed to the private property of itS owner, but in such a 
case a citation may be issued; provided, however, that if in such a situation the owner of the dog is not home, the dog may be 
impounded, but the officer shall post a nofice of such impounding on the front door of the résidence of the owner. Such no- 
tice shall state the following: that the dog has been impounded, where the dog is being held, the name, address, and télé- 
phone number of the agency or person to be contacted regarding release of the dog, and an indication of the ultimate disposi- 
tion of the dog if no action to regain it is taken by the owner within seventy-two (72) hours after impoundment. 

If the owner of the dog wishes to challenge the impoundment, such owner shall personally deliver or mail a written re- 
quest for a hearing, such that it is received by the director within seventy-two (72) hours after impoundment. 

If a valid request for a hearing is filed, the director shall set the time and place for the hearing and cause notice of such 
hearing to be given pursuant to Section 5-20. The hearing shall be conducted pursuant to Section 5-30. 
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This section shall not otherwise affect an animal régulation officer's authority to seize or impound a dog or issue citations 
as a resuit of a dog's being on property other than that owned by its owner. 

This section shall not be construed as prohibiting any person from killing a dog in the situations authorized by Food and 
Agricultural Code Section 31102 and 31104. (Ord. No. 4910 § 6, 1995.) 

Sec. 5-147. Summary seizure and impoundment of animais. 

Except as provided in Sections 5-141 and 5-145, an animal régulation officer may seize and impound an animal for any 
violation of this chapter or state lawprior to a hearing in any of the following situations where the owner of the animal is not 
présent and where the officer reasonably believes that such seizure is necessary: 

(a) To protect the public health, safety and welfare; 

(b) To protect an animal which is injured, sick or starving and must be cared for; 
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(c) To protect an animal finom injoiy wfûch has strayed onto public property or a public light-of-way; or 

(d) To protect domestic animais. 

Reganlless of îiie above, if the offïcer has probable cause to believe an animal may be designated as dangerous, the 
owner is unwilling or unable to conect the situation immediately, and the animal poses an imminent thieat to the safety 
of persons or domestic animais, the animal may be seized. 

If the owner of flie animal wishes to challenge tfae impoundment, such owner shall personally deli vct or mail a wiitten 
lequest for a hearing, such that it is recdved by the director within seventy-two (72) hours after the impoundment 

If a valid request for a hearing is fîled, tiie director shall set the time and place for the hearing and cause notice of 
such hearing to be given porsuant to Section 5-20. The hearing shall be conducted pursuant to Section 5-30. (Ord. No. 
4910 § 7, 1995.) 

Sec. 5-148. Hearing prior to animal deprivation. 

£xcq)t as provided in Sections 5-133, 5- 141, 5-145 and 5-146, or any otho" applicable law, an animal régulation officer 
may not seize ot impound an animal f cnr any violaticm of this chapter or state law except with the consent of the owner 
of the animal, unless a hearing on the impoundment is first held. 

If the owner of any animai refuses to consent to the impoundment of such animal, the animal régulation offïcer may 
issue a notice setting die time and place for a hearing and commanding such owner to app&a before the director at that 
time. The dÊrector shall cause notice of such hearing to be given pursuant to Secti(Mi 5-20. The hearing sliall be conducted 
pursuant to Section 5-30. (Ord. No. 4910 § 8, 1995.) 

Sec. 5-149. Duration of impoundment. 

Except as îwovided by Section 5-141: 

(a) Any impounded dog found wearing a current dog license tag or other foim of identification shall be kept at the 
county animal ^elter for a period of not less than ten (10) days unless redeemed within such period. 

(b) Any impounded dog not wearing a cuirent dog license tag or other f orm of identification shall be kept at the county 
animal shelter fcH" a poiod of not less than seventy-two (72) hours unless redeemed within such poiod. 

(c) Any impounded livestock, except a Ix>vine animal, shall be kq)t at die county animal shelter or such other place 
as may be appcoved by the director for a period of not less than fourteen (14) days unless redeemed within such period. 

(d) Any bovine animal shaU be kept at the county animal shelter or such other place as may be s^proved by the 
director for a period of not less than fîve (5) days unless redeemed within such period. 

(e) Any other impounded animal shall be kept at die county animal shelter or such other place as may be approved 
by the director for a period of not less than seventy-two (72) hours unless redeemed within such period. 

(f) Any animal which is voluntarily smrmdered to or deposited with the director shall not be deemed to be impounded, 
and need not be kept or retained for any minimum p^od of time. (Ord. No. 4910 § 9, 1995.) 

Sec. 5-150. Rédemption of impounded animais. 

The owner of any impounded animal may, at any time prior to the disposition of the animal, redeem the same upon 
compliance widi this ordinance and state law, présentation of proof of ownership satisfactoiy to the director, and payment 
of a redempticHi fee, the amount of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, and ail other proper fées and 
charges accnied as provided for by this chapter. If tfae impounded animal is subject to licensure under this chapter, the 
owner shall comply with the licensing requirements for the animal prior to its release. (Ord. No. 4910 § 10, 1995.) 

Sec. 5-151. Disposition of impounded animais. 

(a) Any impounded animal, excq)t livestock, which is not redeemed within the holding period specified in this article 
may, at the discrétion of the director, be put up for adoption or humanely destroyed by the division. If an impounded 
animal is put up for adoption, such animal may be adopted by any qualifîed person upon submission of an application 
and payment of an adoption fee, the amount of which shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4. If such animal is 
subject to licensure under this chuter, the person adopting tfae animal sfaaU, prior to the animaî's release, comply with 
the licensing requirements for the animal. If such animal is a dog or cat which has not been previously spayed ot 
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neutered, socfa dog or cat shall be spayed or neutered The person adopting such dog or cat shall, prior to such dog or 
cal's release, provide a spaying or neotering deposit, the amount of which shall be established puisuant to Section 5-4. 
The direcior shall designate cm such dog or cat's adoption papers the date by which the spaying or neutenng shall be 
completed. Upon receipt of a notice from a veterinarian or spaying and neutering clinic that such dog or cat has been 
spayed or neutœd, the diiector shall retum the deposit to the person who adopted such dog or caL If no such notice 
is received by the director within thirty (30) days after the completion date designated on such dog or cat's adoption 
p^jers, the dqx>sit shall be forfeited to the county and the person who adopted such dog or cat may be cited for violation 
of this secticKi and such dog or cat may be sdzed and impounded. 

(b) Any impounded livestock, excqjt a bovine animal, which is not redeemed within the holding period specified in 
this article shall be put iq) for sale by the director. The director shall secure the highest possible price for each animal 
sold. AU sales shall be for cash. The directe»' shall deduct from the pnx^eeds of any such sale ail prop^ fées and charges 
accrued as provided for by this chapter and ail other demands that hâve been fîled with the director claiming intœst 
in and to the pmceeds of the sale. Ail demands made by third persons claiming ownership of or interest in an animal 
shall be roade in writing nnd^ penalty of perjury and shaU be accompanîed by such other évidence of ownership as 
the dôectcH' ^lall requiie. Any balance lemiaining after the paymoit of such fées, charges and demands shall be paid 
into the county tieasury for the use of the owner of the animal. If such funds are not claimed by the owner within âiirty 
(30) days thereafter, the fonds shall be foifeited to the county. The director may reject any or ail bids for an animal 
not deemed adéquate. If the director détermines that an animal cannot be sold, the animal may be humanely destroyed 
by ttie division. 

(c) Any impounded bovine animal which is not redeemed within the holding period specifîed in this article shall be 
tnmed over to the State Bureau of Livestock Identification for disposition by that office. 

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, whenever an impounded animal is determined by the director 
in consultation with a veterinarian to ccHistimte a health hazaid, aie animal may be humanely destroyed by the division. 
(Ord. No. 4910 § 11, 1995; Ord. No. 4782 § 22, 1994.) 

Sec. 5-152. No rédemption or disposition of impounded animais witiiout proof of proper care. 

No impounded animal shall be redeemed by its owner, placed for adoption or sold unless the person receiving the 
animal provides proof satisfactory to the director that the animal will be maîntained in accordance with the provisions 
of this chuter and state law. (Ord. No. 4910 § 12, 1995.) 

Sec. 5-153. No rédemption or disposition of animais for research purposes. 

No animal impounded pursuant to this chapter or voluntarily surrendered to or deposited with the director shall be 
lede^ned, placed for adoption, sold or otfierwise released to any pCTSOn, institutic»i, or public agency for any research 
purposes, including, but not limited to, biomédical research, expérimentation, instraction, toxicity testing or product 
testing- (Ord. No. 4910 § 13, 1995.) 

Sec. 5-154. Absence of liability for rédemption or disposition. 

No liability shall be incurred by the division for the rédemption or disposition of any animal made pursuant to this 
article. (Ord. No. 4910 § 14, 1995.) 

Sec. 5-155. Relief from fées during natural calamities. 

Upon the recommendation of the director and with the approval of the board, the fées provided for in this article may 
be waived when animais hâve been impounded because of civic disorganization, disruption, or other conditions of 
dévastation within the county or in an area within the county due to fire, flood, earthquake, storm or other natural 
calamity. (Ord. No. 4910 § 15, 1995.) 
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Article XIII. Rabies Control. 

Sec. 5-160. Rabies control to be responsibility of heaith officer. 

The heaith officer shall be responsible for supervising rabies control activities within the county in accordance with 
Ghapter 3 (commencing with Section 1900) of Division 3 of the Health and Safety Gode, Subchapter I (commencing with 
Section 2500) of Ghapter 4 of Title 17 of the Galifomia Gode of Régulations, such other laws, rules and régulations relating 
to rabies control as may be enacted or promulgated by the state, and the policies and procédures established by the board. 
The director shall cooperate with and assist the heaith officer in carrying out any measures necessary for rabies control, in- 
cluding, but not limited to, quarantining of animais and complying with directives of the heaith officer. 

Sec. 5-1 61 . Rabies control fee. 

The owner of any animal which has or is suspected of having rabies shall pay a rabies control fee, the amount of which 
shall be established pursuant to Section 5-4, to cover the costs incurred by the Division in effecting a quarantine and in per- 
forming other associated rabies control activities in connection with such animal. The rabies control fee shall be in addition 
to any other fee or charges imposed by this chapter. 

Article XIV. Mandatory Spay and Neutering for AN Dogs 
Running At Large and Ail Pit Bulls. 

Sec. 5-170. Mandatory spay and neutering for ail dogs at large. 

Except as provided in subsections (a)-(g) below, ail owners cited for dogs running at large for violation of Section 5-1 15 
shall hâve their dog spayed and neutered at the owner' s expense. 

(a) Dogs documented as having been appropriately trained and actually being used by public law enforcement agencies 
for law enforcement activities, or such dogs designated as breeding stock by an appropriate agency or organization approved 
by the dnector after consultation with knowledgeable professionals; 

(b) Dogs documented as having been appropriately trained and actually being used as an assistance dog, such as a ser- 
vice dog, guide dog, signal dog, or social dog, or such dogs designated as breeding stock by an appropriate agency or or- 
ganization approved by the director after consultation with knowledgeable professionals; 

(c) Dogs documented as having been appropriately trained and actually being used by search and rescue agencies for 
search and rescue activities, or such dogs designated as breeding stock by an appropriate agency or organization approved 
by the director after consultation with knowledgeable professionals; 

(d) Dogs certified by a licensed veterinarian as having a heaith reason for not being spayed/neutered; 

(e) Dogs which are appropriately trained and actually being used for herding of other animais, or as livestock guardian 
dogs, hunting dogs, or such dogs, designated as breeding stock by an appropriate agency or organization approved by the 
director after consultation with knowledgeable professionals; 

(f) Dogs boarded in a licensed kennel or a business, which boards such animais for professional training or resale; 

(g) Dogs which are registered with the American Keimel Glub, United Kingdom Kennel Glub, and/or American Dog 
Breeders Association Incorporated and trained and kept for the purpose of show, field trials and agility trials. (Ord. No. 
5664 § l(f), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-171. Mandatory spay and neutering of ail pit bulls. 

No person shall own, harbor or keep within the unincorporated area of this county, a pit bull over the âge of four months, 
which has not been spayed or neutered, except as provided in Section 5-170 (a)-(g), above. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(f), 2006.) 
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Article XV. Violations.^ 

Sec. 5-180. Violation. 

Except as provided in Sections 5-181 and 5-182, any violation of this chapter is an infraction punishable as provided by 
law. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(g), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-181. Violation resulting in death or serious injury to livestock — Punishment. 

Any violation of this chapter that results in death or serious injury to livestock is a misdemeanor punishable as provided 
by law. As used in this section, "serious injury" means injury of a degree of severity that the injured animal must be de- 
stroyed or injury that results in the fair market value of the animal being reduced to a level at which it may not be profïtably 
sold. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(g), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-182. Violation of specified provisions — Misdemeanor. 

Any violation of Sections 5-1 10, 5-1 1 1, 5412, 5-114, 5-1 17, 5-118, 5-119, 5-120 and 5-126, or any violation of Article 
XI of this chapter is a misdemeanor punishable as provided by law. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(g), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-183. Separate offense. 

Every person violating any provision of this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a separate offense for each day, or portion 
thereof, during which the violation continues, and shall be punishable therefor as provided in this article. (Ord. No. 5664 
§ l(g), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-184. Animal control violators school. 

A court of compétent jurisdiction may order any person convicted of a violation of this chapter to attend a school for animal 
control violators for instruction in the care and control of animais, consistent with this chapter and state law. The curriculum 
of any such school shall be subject to the approval of the director. (Ord. No. 5664 § l(g), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-185. Violation — Civil penalty. 

Any violation of this chapter involving a potentially dangerous animal shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed 
three thousand dollars ($3,000.00). Any violation of this chapter involving a vicious animal shall be subject to a civil pen- 
alty not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000.00). (Ord. No. 5664 § l(g), 2006.) 

Sec. 5-186. Disposition of fines and civil penalties. 

(a) Ail fines and civil penalties collected for violations of Division 14 of the Food and Agricultural Code shall be paid 
into the county treasury and used as follows: 

(1) First, to pay fées for the issuance of licenses and permits under this chapter; 

(2) Second, to pay fées, salaries, costs, expenses or any or ail of them for the enforcement of Division 14 and this 
chapter; 

(3) Third, to pay damages to owners of livestock which are killed by dogs; 

(4) Fourth, to pay costs of any hospitalization or emergency care of animais pursuant to Pénal Code Section 597f 

(b) Ail fines and civil penalties collected for violations of this chapter shall be paid into the county treasury and used as 
follows: 

(1) One-half as set forth in subsection (a) of this section; 

(2) One-half to pay for humane éducation and training. 
(Ord. No. 5664 § l(g), 2006.) 



Prior ordinance history: Ord. 4782. 



• 



(Revised 9-06) 5-28 



Insert 



6. AUCTIONS AND 
AUCTIONEERS 



Tab hère 



Discard this page!!! 



^i-i, 1 ; 






:■■■■■■■ '«SWvïa 

mm 






■■.■-■'■■ :VS.-''-.^r-)iy 
■;:■■■■■ ■ '■■'"^■■'fiM^ 






"-: "^ î 



= !; ÎJt^. 



r.';-oi^ 



îh^^.-* 






■■■■■■A- ■■.•■\>. 

'■'■■ h'^Â: 
















-.* ifjï. 






in^lâ^kdi 



• 



CHAPTER 6 



(Repeaied. Ord. No. 2035) 



6-1 



Insert 

7. BUILDING REGULATIONS 



• 



Tab hère 



Discard this page!!! 

















• 



BUILDING REGULATIONS 

CHAPTER 7 

BUILDING REGULATIONS* 

Article I. General. 

§ 7-1 Purpose. 

§ 7-2 Chief building officiai and duties. 

§ 7-3 Local appeals board and housing appeals board. 

§ 7-4 Appeals. 

§ 7-5 Building permit required. 

§ 7-6 Relocated buildings. 

§ 7-7 Agricultural exemption permit requirements. 

§ 7-8 Inspection by county public health officer and the director of permit and resource management department. 

§ 7-9 Refunds. 

§ 7-10 Valuation and fées. 

§7-11 Conflicting régulations. 

§ 7-11.5 Compliance with fire safe standards. 

§7-11.75 Compliance with right to farm ordinance. 

§ 7-12 Building permits in water scarce areas and second dwelling units in marginal water areas. 

Article II. Ruies and Régulations. 

§7-13 Codes adopted and modifications. 

§ 7-14 Addition of laws that are enforced by the permit and resource management department or by the public health officer as 

designated in the applicable law. 
§7-15 Private swimming pool — General. 

§ 7-16 Signs. 

§ 7-17 Régulations for the construction, relocation, repair, maintenance, use and occupancy of floating homes and tloating home 

moorages. 
§7-18 Local conditions. 

§ 7-19 Définitions. 

§7-20 Examination of codes. 

Article III. Penalties, Violations and Abatement 

§ 7-21 Penalties. 

§ 7-22 Severability. 

Article IV. Private Actions for Damage Caused by Unpermitted Placement of Fill Within Flood-Prone Urban Areas. 

§ 7-30 Right to institute civil proceedings. 

§ 7-31 Relief to be granted. 

§ 7-32 Attomey's fées to be awarded. 



' Prier history: Ord. Nos. 2679, 2770, 3106, 3180, 3497, 3834, 3935, 4103, 4123, 4185, 4401, 4445, 4467, 4533, 4560, 4618, 4664, 4746, 4751, 4770 
and 4862. 
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Article I. General. 
Sec. 7-1. Purpose. 

This chapter is enacted as a resuit of requirements of state law and the détermination that within the unincorporated area 
of this county, certain régulations for construction, maintenance, use and occupancy are required to provide the minimum 
standards to safeguard the life, limb and property and protect the public health, safety and gênerai welfare and to provide 
régulations and control of those factors in the physicai environment which exercise or may exercise a deleterious effect on 
this physicai development, health and survival. The board of supervisors of the county of Sonoma has determined that the 
adoption of this chapter will assure local control of the mandatory building and inspection requirements of the state of Cali- 
fornia. 

There is established in this county the permit and resource management department. The board of supervisors shall 
budget and appropriate such funds for the department as it may deem necessary for the opération of said department. (Ord. 
No. 5754 § l(a), 2007: Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Sec. 7-2. Chief building officiai and duties. 

There is Established the Office of Chief Building Officiai. The chief building officiai shall be the director of the permit 
and resource management department or his or her désignée. The chief building officiai shall supervise and be responsible 
for ail inspection work required for the proper enforcement of régulations imposed by this chapter except those duties spe- 
cifically delegated herein to the county public health officer. The chief building officiai shall perform related duties as di- 
rected by the board of supervisors. The chief building officiai shall appoint such deputies and assistants as may be authorized 
by the board of supervisors. 

The chief building officiai or his or her duly authorized représentative shall act as the secretary of the local appeals board 
and housing appeals board and, notwithstanding any provisions in any code adopted hereby to the contrary, he or she shall 
not be a member thereof Upon présentation of proper credentials and pursuant to the law, the chief building officiai or his or 
her duly authorized représentative may enter buildings, structures, or premises in the unincorporated area of the county to 
perform any duty imposed upon him or her by this chapter. (Ord. No. 5754 § 1 (b), 2007: Ord. No. 5399 § 1, 2003: Ord. No. 
4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Sec. 7-3. Local appeals board and housing appeals board. 

There is created the local appeals board and housing appeals board as provided in Section 108.8 of the Califomia Build- 
ing Code , consisting of seven (7) members appointed by the board of supervisors. The housing appeals board may be made 
up of the same members as the local appeals board. The term of office of each shall be four (4) years or until his or her suc- 
cessor is appointed and qualified. Vacancies other than upon the conclusion of a term shall be filled for the remainder of the 
predecessor's term. Members shall be qualified by expérience and training to rule upon matters pertaining to building code 
interprétation, fire code interprétation, and suitability of altemate materials and types of construction. It shall be the policy of 
the board of s-upervisors to appoint as members at least one (1) registered civil engineer, one (1) registered fire protection 
engineer, one (1) licensed architect, and one (1) contractor with at least a Class B license, but this policy shall in no way de- 
prive the board of supervisors of its full discrétion in the appointment of otherwise qualified persons. Each member shall 
receive twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each meeting attended but not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00) in any one (1) calendar 
month. The local appeals board and housing appeals board shall by resolution fix regular times and places for its meetings. 
Except where inconsistent with the provisions of this section. Section 7-4, Section 13-11 or Section 13-12 of this code, the 
duties of the local appeals board and housing appeals board shall be as prescribed in Section 1 08.8.3 of the Califomia Build- 
ing Code. (Ord. No. 5754 § l(c), 2007: Ord. No. 5167 § l(a), 1999: Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Sec. 7-4. Appeals. 

Appeal may be made from any décisions of the chief building officiai in accordance with Section 1 08.8.3 of the Califor- 
nia Building Code and Section 112 of Appendix Chapter 1 of the Califomia Building Code provided, however, that such 
appeal may not be made more than thirty (30) days after the décision from which appeal is being made has been rendered. 
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Ail applicants and appellants shall be given reasonable opportunity to be heard and présent évidence. Décisions of the local 
appeals board and housing appeals board shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the appellant either in person or by 
mailing to the address stated on the appeal or application. Décisions of the local appeals board and housing appeals board are 
final. The local appeals board and housing appeals board shall hâve no authority relative to fées, permit processing or other 
matters which are not directly related to building standards, and shall hâve no authority to waive the requirements of this 
code. Appeals of any notice of violation or notice and order to abate any violation of this code shall be heard and decided by 
a hearing officer pursuant to Section 1-7.3 of the Sonoma County Code. (Ord. No. 5754 § l(d), 2007: Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 
1995.) 

Sec. 7-5. Building permit required. 

(a) No person, firm or corporation shall erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, couvert or demolish any 
building or structure in the unincorporated area of this county, or cause the same to be done, without first obtaining a sepa- 
rate building permit for each such building or structure as required by this chapter. Permits shall be issued and fées shall be 
collected by the permit and resource management department. 

(b) Pemiits shall not be issued by the permit and resource management department for work which includes any of the 
following, unless and until written approval has been received: 

(1) The construction, altération or modification of: 

(i) Any on-site disposai System (approval required from the well and septic section of permit and resource 
management department), 

(ii) Any water supply System which under state law or county ordinance is required to hâve a permit to operate 
(approval required Irom the health officer or the state health services department), 

(iii) Any establishment selling or preparing food or food products, any public or semi-public swimmingpool as 
defined in the 2007 California Administrafive Code (approval required Irom the health officer); 

(2) The construction, altération or modification of any structure which will resuit in the structure being connected to 
an on-site wastewater disposai System or water System; (approval required from the well and septic section of permit and 
resource management department), 

(3) The altération or modification of any existing structure which is connected to an on-site wastewater disposai 
System or water System requiring a permit, where the altération or modification may impose additional burdens upon the 
existing System, such as, but not limited to, the addition of roonis or the modificafion of floor plans for potential additional 
occupancy. This section shall not apply to repairs, such as replacement of roofing or siding. Where the permit is for modifi- 
cation or altération of an existing structure, no permit will be issued where, in the détermination of the chief building officiai, 
such modification is likely to resuit in exceeding the capacity of the System; 

(4) The construction, altération or modification of any structure which may resuit in the property being improved in 
excess of its capacity to absorb sewage effluent. This section is intended to cover any change in the property which might 
adversely affect sewage disposai such as, but not limited to grading or the construction of a bam or swimming pool which 
might infringe on the leach field (approval required from the well and septic section of permit and resource management 
department); 

(c) Whenever approval of the on-site wastewater disposai System is required, it shall be based upon the requirements 
imposed by this chapter and any other state or local law or régulation which may be applicable, including basin plans and 
other standards promulgated by the North Coast Water Quality Control Board and the San Francisco Bay Régional Water 
Quality Control Board. 

(d) Building and grading permits must be cleared as to zoning considerafions in Chapter 26 and drainage, flood control 
and storm water requirements in Chapter 1 1 . Building permits for projects regulated by the California Pire Code and Sonoma 
County fire safe standards may be subject to review and approval by appropriate fire service agencies. Where county road 
encroachment is necessary, a permit for same shall be first secured. A water and/or sewer clearance is first required in areas 
serviced by spécial districts and cities before building permits can be issued. 

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter or the codes adopted hereby, emergency maintenance work or 
repair of buildings and structures requiring a permit hereunder may be commenced before obtaining a permit without violat- 
ing this chapter provided the permit and resource management department or the public health officer, in the appropriate 
case, is notified prior to noon of the next following business day and the permit required is obtained within twenty-four (24) 
hours thereafter, and provided flirther that no work shall be covered before it has been duly inspected and approved. Compli- 
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ance with the State Subdivision Map Act, the Sonoma County subdivision régulations, and the Sonoma County zoning régu- 
lations, including compliance with conditional permits issued thereunder, and compliance with ail laws, is a condition précè- 
dent to the issuance of any permit required by this chapter for work to be done on any particular parcel of real property in the 
unincorporated area of this county. 

(f) As a condition précèdent to the issuance of a building permit required by this section for which an application was 
made on or after November, 1 989, the applicant shall pay to the county a county wide traffic mitigation fee for the purpose of 
offsetting the road infrastructure costs caused by the cumulative effect of development in the county. The amount of the fee 
shall be adopted by the board of supervisors in accordance with the procédures set forth in Government Code Section 65962. 
The permit required for Section 1 05 of Appendix 1 of the Califomia Building Code for structures subject to the requirements 
of this subsection shall not be issued unless and until the traffic mitigation fee has been paid. 

(g) Within flood-prone urban areas as defmed in Section 7-1 3(a)(l 0), a building permit authorizing excavation for foun- 
dations shall not be issued until a disposai location for excavated material has been designated. Acquisition of a building 
permit does not relieve the permittee of the responsibility for acquiring any other state and local permits required for the ac- 
tivity. 

(h) In any unincorporated portion of Sonoma County where stormwater discharges are subject to the requirements of one 
or more NPDES permits, as referenced in Chapter 1 1 , any constmction site for which building permits are approved pursuant 
to Chapter 7 must be developed and used pursuant to any applicable requirements of said NPDES permit(s). Failure to ad- 
hère to applicable NPDES permit requirements at any time will be deemed to be a violation of this section and may subject 
the permittee to the penalties established by this chapter. Permittees may meet this requirement by fihng with the Régional 
Water Quality Control Board the appropriate notice of intent to comply with the state gênerai construction activity stormwa- 
ter permit or by obtaining approval of an individual NPDES permit from the Régional Water Quality Control Board. (Ord. 
No. 5754 § l(e), 2007: Ord. No. 5167 §§ l(b), l(c), 1999; Ord. 4981 §§ 1, 2, 1996; Ord. No. 4906 § 3 (part), 1995.) 

Sec. 7-6. Relocated buildings. 

A relocated building shall comply with the provisions of this chapter for new buildings to the extent that is reasonable and 
practical as determined by the chief building officiai, except that relocated dwellings and apartment houses shall permit the 
rétention of existing materials and methods of construction so long as the apartment house or dwelling complies with the 
building standards for foundation applicable to new construction and does not become or continue to be a substandard build- 
ing. (Ord. No. 5754 § l(f), 2007: Ord. No. 4906 § 3 (part), 1995.) 

Sec. 7-7. Agricultural exemption permit requirements. 

(a) At the applicant's option, the provisions of Section 7-5 requiring building permits may be exempted for buildings, or 
repairs, altérations, additions, or remodels to buildings designed and constructed for use in housing farm machinery, animais, 
supplies or products that are harvested from or utilized on a parcel of land. Buildings constructed pursuant to this section 
shall, conform to ail apphcable codes and régulations and applicant shall obtain an exemption permit. 

This agricultural exemption permit shall not apply to the following: 

(1) Any building, any part of which is within sixty (60) feet of a property line or other non-agricultural exempt 
building, regardless of the size of the parcel, except the distance to other buildings may be reduced to not less than (40) feet 
when allowed by building code requirements; 

(2) Any building which will or does contain waste plumbing. Electrical, mechanical and water Systems may be in- 
stalled in agricultural exempt buildings, however, permits for and inspections of thèse Systems are required; 

(3) Any farm property less than five (5) acres. Farm property means ail contiguous parcels. Parcels shall be consid- 
ered as contiguous even if they are separated by roads; 

(4) Any building that is not an agricultural building as defined by Section 202 of the Califomia Building Code; 

(5) Any building located on property with a land use zone other than LIA, LEA, DA RRD, RRDWA, AR TP or RR; 

(6) Property on which an agricultural use does not presently exist and for which no substantial évidence of future 
agricultural use is available. The chief building officiai' s détermination of the sufficiency of the évidence of current or future 
agricultural use shall be final; 

(7) Any building exceeding (2) stories; 
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(8) Any building constructed primarily of other than wood frame construction except for manufactured pre- 
engineered buildings; 

(9) Any wood frame building wherein spans of structural members exceed twenty-five (25) feet, unless the exemp- 
tion request is accompanied by building plans prepared, stamped, and signed by a licensed civil or structural engineer or ar- 
chitect. 

(b) Prior to the érection, construction, conversion, enlargement or major altération of any building or structure situated 
on agricultural land, or prior to the moving of any building or structure onto said land subject to exemption, a written appli- 
cation for the exemption shall be fïled with the chief building officiai and shall contain: 

(1) A verified statement in writing signed by the owner of the agricultural land regarding each of the requirements 
contained in this section; 

(2) Description of the présent use of the land; 

(3) Description of the building or structure to be exempted and its proposed use; 

(4) Name and address of the owner of the land and the assessor's parcel number. The applicant must be the owner; 

(5) An accurate dimensioned plot plan showing ail buildings, structures, property lines, streets and roads and the 
means of access thereto; 

(6) Such further information as the chief building officiai may require; 

(7) Payment of the exemption fee. 

(c) The chief building officiai shall record a notice of agricultural exemption with the county recorder following issuance 
of an agricultural exemption. The notice shall contain: 

(1) The owner' s name and the property address and assessor's parcel number; 

(2) The owner' s description of the présent agricultural use of the land; 

(3) A description, including use, of the building for which the exemption was issued; 

(4) The date of exemption issuance. 

(d) Unless otherwise authorized, the structure or repairs, altérations, additions, or remodels for which the exemption is 
approved must be completed within three years of the date of the authorization for exemption. If the structure or repair, al- 
tération, addition, or remodel is not completed within this time period, a new exemption must be applied for. When the struc- 
ture or repairs, altérations, additions, or remodels is completed, an inspection must be performed by permit resource man- 
agement division staff. The sole purpose of this inspection shall be to insure that the structure is complète and is being used 
for the use stated on the application for exemption. (Ord. No. 5754 § l(g), 2007: Ord. No. 5 167 §§ l(d), l(e), 1999; Ord. No. 
4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Sec. 7-8. Inspection by county public heaith officer and the director of permit and resource 
management department. 

The county public heaith officer or his or her duly authorized représentative shall inspect ail premises subject to operating 
régulations pursuant to this chapter at such time or times as he or she deems necessary, and if he or she détermines that a 
violation of the régulations imposed by this chapter has occurred or is occurring, which is endangering or may endanger the 
public heaith, he or she may serve a notice of violation upon the permittee under an operating permit in such manner as pro- 
vided herein or in codes adopted hereby. A copy of said notice shall be delivered to the permit and resource management 
department unless such disposition is approved in writing by the public heaith officer. The public heaith officer or his or her 
duly appointed représentative may enter, during reasonable times, and in accordance with law, upon buildings, structures or 
premises within the unincorporated area of this county to perform any duty imposed upon him or her by this chapter. 

Whenever a property owner requests a certificate from the director of permit and resource management department, certi- 
fying that the premises comply with ail existing laws and régulations enforced by the director of permit and resource man- 
agement department respecting sewage disposai Systems and water supply, a fee shall be charged as set by ordinance of the 
board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 5754 § l(h), 2007: Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Sec. 7-9. Refunds. 

Pursuant to Section 108.6 ofAppendix I of the Califomia Building Code, 103.4.5 ofAppendix 1 of the Califomia Plumb- 
ing Code, Section 1 15.6 ofAppendix 1 of the Califomia Mechanical Code, and Section 80.19 E of Annex G of the Califomia 
Electrical Code, refunds of fées paid may be made, subject to the following: 
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(a) One hundred percent (100%) of a fee erroneously paid or collected may be refunded. 

(b) Ninety percent (90%) of the plan review fee may be refunded when an application for a permit for which a pian re- 
view fee lias been paid is withdrawn or cancelled or expires or becomes void before any plan review effort lias been ex- 
pended. No portion of the plan review fee sliall be refunded when any plan review effort has been expended. 

(c) Ninety percent (90%) of the building, plumbing, electrical, and/or mechanical permit fee may be refunded when a 
permit for which some or ail of thèse permit fées hâve been paid is withdrawn or cancelled or expires or becomes void be- 
fore any work was donc and before any inspections are performed. No portion of thèse fées shall be reflinded when any work 
was done and/or any inspections hâve been performed. 

(d) The chief building officiai may authorize the refund of ail or part of a fee in order to correct an error by the depart- 
ment. The détails of such a refund shall be retained in project file. 

(e) Application for refund must be made witliin one (1) year of the date the fee is paid. (Ord. No. 5754 § l(i), 2007: Ord. 
No. 5167 § l(f), 1999: Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Sec. 7-10. Valuation and fées. 

Notwithstanding the fées set forth in the codes adopted by this chapter, the board of supervisors shall by ordinance set the 
valuations of structures and set ail fées to be collected. Building valuation data published periodically by the International 
Conférence of Building Officiais may be used as a guide. (Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Sec. 7-11. Conflicting régulations. 

Wherever conflicting provisions or requirements occur between this code, the technical codes and any other codes or 
laws, the most restrictive shall govem, in accordance with Section 101.7 of the California Building Code. (Ord. No. 5754 
§ 10), 2007: Ord. No. 5167 § l(g), 1999: Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Sec. 7-1 1 .5. Compliance with fire safe standards. 

Any building or structure subject to the provisions of this chapter shall comply with the fire safe standards set forth in 
Chapter 13 of this code. (Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Sec. 7-1 1 .75. Compliance with right to farm ordinance. 

Any building or structure subject to the provisions of this chapter shall comply with the right to farm ordinance set forth 
in Chapter 30 of this code. (Ord. No. 5023 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 7-12. Building permits in water scarce areas and second dwelling units in marginal water areas. 

1 . No building permit for new or replacement residential dwelling units shall be issued within the water scarce area four 
(4) or for new or replacement second dwelling units within the marginal water availability area three (3) where the water 
supply is from individual wells, springs or any other sources, unless the following requirements are met: 

(a) That the well or wells yield a minimum of one (1 ) gallon per minute per dwelling unit by a sustaiiied yield, me- 
tered pump test of the following duration: 

(1) Each dwelling unit is a comiection to the well. Wells with one (1) to two (2) connections: test of twelve (12) 
hours or eight (8) hours in accordance with the Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department' s well pump 
test guidelines, 

(2) Wells with three (3) to four (4) connections: test of twenty-four (24) hours or sixteen (16) hours in accor- 
dance with the Sonoma County permit and resource management department's well pump test guidelines, 

(3) Wells with five (5) or more connections: test of at least seventy-two (72) hours after the dynamic pumping 
level has been established. A réduction of the seventy-two (72) hour metered pumping test may be granted by the administra- 
tive authority if it is indicated that the sustained yield well production is two (2) or more times greater than required. Under 
no circumstances shall the test be less than forty-eight (48) hours. 
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NOTE: Also see Section 64563 of the California Code of Régulations for détermination of source capacity for Sys- 
tems with five (5) or more connections. 

(b) That a minimum storage capacity shall be provided as follows: 

( 1 ) Singie-family d weiling (one ( 1 ) connection) — one thousand ( 1 ,000) gallons shall be provided either in the 
well hole or in a storage tank, or both; provided, however, that only five hundred (500) gallon storage shall be required if the 
yield is tliree (3) gallons per minute; provided further, however, that no storage is required if the well yield is five (5) gallons 
per minute, or greater, 

(2) Two (2) or more connections — one thousand (1,000) gallons shall be provided per connection, either in the 
well hole or in a storage tank, or both, as required by the county of Sonoma water System standards, whichever is greater, 

(3) Note: Thèse volumes are for domestic water storage. Additional storage volume is required for fire control. 

(c) The tests shall be conducted from July 1 5th to October 1 st. The test period may be extended by the project re- 
view and advisory committee. Pump tests shall be performed by or under the direction of a licensed water well drilling con- 
tractor (C57), pumping contractor (C61/D2 1), a registered civil engineer or a registered geologist who shall report test results 
to the director of permit and resource management department. The director of permit and resource management department 
shall be notified a minimum of twenty-four (24) hours prior to the pump testing of wells or springs; 

(d) That, if spring(s) or other water sources are to be used as the primary domestic water source, yields and required 
storage capacity shall meet the same minimum requirements as for wells. Springs shall be perennial; 

(e) Application may be made to the project review and advisory committee for approval of alternate methods of wa- 
ter supply. 

2. Notwithstanding Section 1 ., a building permit for new or replacement residential dwelling units may be issued within 
the water scarce area four (4) or for new or replacement second dwelling units within the marginal water available area three 
(3) if the permittee obtains an easement for water supply on a parcel that is entirely within a Groundwater Availability Area 
1, major groundwater basin (Zone 1); or Area 2, major natural recharge area (Zone 2), in a format approved by the permit 
and resource management department. (Ord. No. 5754 § l(k), 2007: Ord. No. 5489 § 1, 2004: Ord. No. 5167 § l(h), 1999: 
Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Article II. Ruies and Régulations. 

Sec. 7-13. Codes adopted and modifications. 

Pursuant to Section 50022.2 of the Government Code, the following codes are adopted in this chapter as defined and 
modified herein. 

(a) 2007 California Building Code Volumes 1 and 2, Chapters 1-35, 2007 California Historical Building Code Chapters 
8-1 through 8-10, 2007 California Existing Building Code, Appendix Chapter A-1 , 2007 California Building Code Appendix 
Chapter 3 Division II, Chapter 4 Division II Chapter 15, Chapter 29, Chapter 3 1 Divisions II and III, and Chapter 33 1 , Chap- 
ter C, Chapter H, Chapter I, and Chapter J as revised herein are hereby adopted and incorporated herein by référence, save 
and except such portions as are deleted, modified or revised as follows: 

(1) The chief building officiai may, in his or her discrétion, waive the plan check fee for the second and ail subsé- 
quent buildings or structures identical to a building or structure for which a plan check has been paid. This plan check fee 
waiver for subséquent submittals shall he limited to one (1) year following date of original fee payment. In each case the 
applicant must be the same for ail permits. 

(2) Démolition permits will be required. 

(3) CBC Appendix 1 Section 105.2 Amended. Section 1 05.2 oftheCahfomia Building Code Appendix Chapter 1 is 
hereby amended to read: 

105.2 Work exempt from permit. Exemption from permit requirements of this code shall not be deemed to 
grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or any other 
laws or ordinances of the jurisdiction. Such exempt structures must meet ail other applicable requirements of this 
jurisdiction, including required minimum distances from property lines. Permits shall not be required for the fol- 
lowing: 
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Building Permit Exemptions: 

1 . One-story detached accessory buildings used as tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses, when 
located on a parce! which contains an existing Group R, and/or Group U Occupancy, provided the floor area does 
not exceed 1 20 square feet, and the height above grade does not exceed 1 2 feet. No more than one structure may be 
allowed under this exemption unless separated from another permit exempt structure my more than 50 feet. 

2. Pences, not over 10 feet high, except that solid wood, concrète and masonry fences more than 6 feet in 
height measured from the lowest grade to the top of the fence shall require a building permit. 

3. Oil derricks. 

4. Retaining walls, which retain not more than 3 feet of material unless supporting a surcharge or impound- 
ing Class I, II, or IIIA liquids. For the purpose of this section, a retaining wall is considered to be supporting a sur- 
charge if: 

a. The wall retains more than one foot of material and the retained material slopes more than two units 
horizontal to one vertical within a distance equal to twice the height of the wall above the lowest grade, or 

b. The wall retains more than one foot of material and any road or structure is located on the retained 
material within a distance equal to twice the height of the wall above the lowest grade. 

5. Tanks, not containing Class I, II, or IIIA liquids supported directly upon grade if the capacity does not ex- 
ceed 5,000 gallons and the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2 to 1. 

6. Sidewalks, platforms, and driveways not more than 30 inches above grade, and not over any basement or 
story below and are not part of an accessible route. 

7. Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops and similar finish work. 

8. Temporary motion picture, télévision and theater stage sets and scenery. 

9. Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a Group R, Division 3 Occupancy which do not exceed 5,000 
gallons, and are installed entirely above ground. 

10. Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes, not including service Systems. 
(Plumbing, electrical or mechanical Systems associated with the structure require permits.) 

1 1 . Swings and other playground equipment, treehouses and skateboard ramps, accessory to detached one and 
two family dwellings, which are not used for commercial purposes,, and children's play structures when con- 
structed on a parcel which contains a one or two- family dwelling or a State licensed school or day care center. 

12. Window awnings supported by an exterior wall that do not project more than 54 inches from the exterior 
wall and do not require additional support of Group R-3 and U Occupancies. 

13. Nonfixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters and partitions not over 5 feet 9 inches in height. 

14. Minor repair of interior paneling or gypsum wallboard when it does not serve as a fire-resistive assembly 
or as latéral bracing for a structure. Minor repairs are limited to 500 square feet , on a one time basis, Subséquent 
minor repair will require permits, This exemption shall not apply to structures subject to flood damage 

15. Replacement of Windows or doors with others of the same size, and in the same location when the struc- 
tural frame of the opening is not aitered 
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1 6. Prefabricated structures no more than 500 square feet in area, constructed of light frame materials and cov- 
ered with cloth or flexible plastic, accessory to a single family dwelling, with no associated electrical, plumbing, or 
mechanical equipment and the height above grade does not exceed 1 2 feet. 

17. Arbors, trellises, and gazebos, when the height above grade does not exceed 12 feet. For the purpose of 
this section, arbors, trellises, and gazebos are defined as follows: 

a. Structures which hâve a lattice or fabric roof structure, and 

b. 75% of the exterior walls are not less than 75% open, and 

c. Into which a motor vehicle cannot be driven due to the configuration of the structure or placement on 
the site 

d. If such a structure contains electrical, plumbing, or mechanical equipment, a permit is required for this 
work. 

1 8. Removal of up to 25%) of exterior and/or interior or roof coverings or other similar work for the purpose of 
determining the condition of structural members in a structure where work is being planned. Such work may remain 
exposed for a maximum of 90 days before being repaired. A permit must be obtained for the repairs unless ex- 
empted by this section of the Sonoma county code. 

Electrical Permit Exemptions 

1 . Repairs and maintenance: Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps or the connection of ap- 
proved portable electric equipment to approved permanently installed réceptacles. 

2. Radio and télévision transmitting stations: The provisions of this code shall not apply to electrical equip- 
ment used for radio and télévision transmissions, but do apply to equipment and wiring for a power supply and the 
installations of towers and antennas. 

3. Temporary testing Systems: A permit shall not be required for the installation of any temporary System re- 
quired for the testing- or servicing of electrical equipment or apparatus. 

4. Listed cord and plug connected temporary décorative lighting 

5. Reinstallation or replacement of attachment plug réceptacles, but not the outlets therefore. 

6. Repair or replacement of branch circuit overcurrent devices of the required capacity in the same location 

7. Installation or maintenance of communications wiring, devices, appliances, apparatus. or equipment 

Gas Pennit Exemptions 

1. Portable heating appliance. 

2 . Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make such equipment unsafe. 

Mechanical Permit Exemptions 

1 . Portable heating appliance. 

2. Portable ventilation equipment. 

3. Portable cooling unit. 

4. Steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment regulated by this code. 

5. Replacement of any part that does not alter its approval or make it unsafe. 

6. Portable evaporative cooler. 

7. Self-contained réfrigération system containing 1 pounds (5 kg) or less of réfrigérant and actuated by mo- 
tors of 1 horsepower (746 W) or less. 

Plumbing Permit Exemptions 

1 . The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe, provided, however, that if any concealed 
trap, drain pipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective and it becomes necessary to remove and replace 
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the satne with the new material, such work shall be considered as new work and a permit shall be obtained and in- 
spection made as provided in this code. 

2. The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures and the removal and rein- 
stallation of water closets, provided such repairs do net involve or require the replacement or rearrangement of 
valves, pipes or fixtures. 

(4) Section 108.8.3 is amended to read: 

Section 1 08.8.3 Appeals. Appeals to orders, décisions or déterminations of the Building Officiai relative to the 
requirements of this code shall be made in accordance with Sections 7-3 and 7-4 of the Sonoma County Code. 

(5) Section 105.5 of the Cahfomia Building Code, Appendix 1 is amended to read as follows: 

Section 105.5 Expiration. Unless otherwise authorized, every permit issued by the Permit and Resource Man- 
agement Department under the provisions of this code shall expire by limitation three (3) years from the date of 
permit issuance. The chiefbuilding officiai may limit a permit to a lesser time period when necessary to abate dan- 
gerous or substandard conditions. The chiefbuilding officiai may extend this time period when such extension is 
warranted, including (1) to correct an error by the department, (2) when a légal action prevents the project from be- 
ing completed within the three year time frame, or (3) in the interest of public health and safety. The chiefbuilding 
official's décision regarding the limitation period shall be final. 

Before any work can be recommenced on any expired permit, a new permit shall first be obtained. The new 
permit shall be obtained for ail work necessary to finish the project including work already completed that has not 
been previously inspected and approved by the department. The building standards for the work authorized by the 
new permit shall be govemed by the codes in force at the time of the new permit application as described in Section 
108 .3 . 1 as to the érection and construction of dwellings and appurtenant structures for which construction was law- 
fiilly commenced or approved prior to the effective date of this ordinance. 

The fées for the new permit shall be based on the current fee schedule at full value of the previously permitted 
work minus the value of the work inspected and approved prior to expiration of the permit plus the full value of any 
new work not previously permitted per PRMD Expired Permit Policy. 

(6) Section 108.2 of the Califomia Building Code Appendix 1 is amended to add the following: 

Where plans are incomplète or changed so as to require additional plan review, an additional plan review fee 
shall be charged at the rate shown in the PRMD fee schedule. 

When approved by the chiefbuilding officiai a réduction in plan review fées to seventy five percent (75%) of 
that otherwise required may be granted where a peer review or third party plan review or other process results in 
substantially reduced plan review effort by the Permit and Resource Management Department. 

(7) Section 105.3.2 of the California Building Code Appendix 1 is amended to read as follows: 

1 05.3.2 Expiration of Plan Review. If no permit is issued within one year following the date of application, the 
application shall expire by limitation, and plans and other data submitted for review may thereafter be retumed to 
the applicant or destroyed by the building officiai. If, after such expiration, the original plans are resubmitted within 
180 days following such expiration, the plan review fee shall be 25% of that otherwise required. No application 
shall be renewed in this fashion more than once. In order to further renew action on an appHcation after expiration, 
the applicant shall resubmit plans and pay a new plan review fee. The chiefbuilding officiai may extend this time 
period when such extension is warranted, including but not limited to (1) to correct an error by the department, (2) 
when a légal action prevents the project from being completed within the three year time frame, or (3) in the inter- 
est of public health and safety. The chiefbuilding official's décision regarding the limitation period shall be final. 
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(8) Reinspection Fées. 

A reinspection fee may be assessed for each inspection or reinspection when such portion of work for which 
inspection is called is not complète or when corrections called for are not made. This section is notto be interpreted 
as requiring reinspection fées the first time a job is rejected for failure to comply with the requirements of this code, 
but as controlling the practice of calling for inspections before the job is ready for such inspection or reinspection. 
Reinspection fées may be assessed when the inspection record card is not posted or otherwise available on the work 
site, the approved plans are not readily available to the inspector, for failure to provide access on the date for which 
the inspection is requested, or for deviating from plans requiring the approval of the building officiai. The reinspec- 
tion fee sliall be established in the jurisdiction fee schedule. When a reinspection fee has been assessed, no addi- 
tional inspection of the work shall be performed until the required fées hâve been paid. 

(9) Section 1 1 1 of Appendix 1 of the Califomia Building Code is hereby amended by adding the following section. 

111.1.1 Connection after Order to Disconnect. Persons shall not make connections from any energy, fuel or 
power supply nor supply energy or fuel to building service equipment which has been disconnected or ordered to be 
disconnected by the building officiai or the use of which has been ordered to be discontinued by the building offi- 
ciai until the building officiai authorizes the reconnection and use of such equipment. 

(10) Section 1 12 of Appendix 1, Board of Appeals, of the Califomia Building Code is hereby deleted. 

(11) Section 1 13.4 of Appendix 1 of the Califomia Building Code is hereby amended as follows: 

1 13.4 Violation penalties. Any person who violâtes a provision of this code or fails to comply with any of the 
requirements thereof or who erects, constructs, alters or repairs a building or structure in violation of the approved 
construction documents or directive of the building officiai, or of the a permit or certificate issued under the provi- 
sions of this code, shall be subject to penalties as prescribed by law. An investigation fee equal to the amount of the 
permit fee, whether or not a permit is then or subsequently issued. The payment of such investigation fee shall not 
exempt any person from compliance with ail other provisions of this code nor from any penalty prescribed by law. 

(12) Section 115 of Appendix 1 of the CaHfomia Building Code is hereby amended by adding new sections 115.1.1 
and 115.1.2 as follows: 

115.1.1 Définition of Unsafe or Dangerous Building. Any building or structure which has any or ail of the con- 
ditions or defects hereinafter described shall be deemed to be an unsafe or dangerous building, provided that such 
conditions or defects exist to the extent that the life, heaith, property or safety of the public or its occupants are en- 
dangered. 

1 . Whenever any door, aisle, passageway, stairway or other means of exist is not of sufficient width or size 
or is not arranged as to provide safe and adéquate means of exit in case of fire or panic. 

2. Whenever the walking surface of any aisle, passageway, stairway or other means of exit is so warped, 
wom, loose, tom or otherwise unsafe as to not provide safe and adéquate means of exit in case of fire or panic. 

3. Whenever the stress in any materials, member or portion thereof, due to ail dead and live loads, is more 
than one and one half times the working stress or stresses allowed in the Building code for new buildings of similar 
stmcture, purpose or location. 

4. Whenever any portion thereof has been damaged by fire, earthquake, wind, flood or by any other cause, to 
such an extent that the structural strength or stability thereof is materially less than it was before such catastrophe 
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and is less than the minimum requirements of tlie Building code for new buildings of similar structure, purpose or 
location. 

5. Whenever any portion or member or appurtenance thereof is likely to fail, or to become detached or dis- 
lodged, or to collapse and thereby injure persons or damage property. 

6. Whenever any portion of a building, or any member, appurtenance or ornamentation on the exterior 
thereof is not of sufficient strength or stability, or is not so anchored, attached or fastened in place so as to be capa- 
ble of resisting a wind pressure of one half of that specified in the Building Code for new buildings of similar struc- 
ture, purpose or location without exceeding the working stresses permitted in the Building Code for such buildings. 

7. Whenever any portion thereof has wracked, warped, buckled or settled to such an extent that walls or other 
structural portions hâve materially less résistance to winds or earthquakes than is required in the case of similar new 
construction. 

8. Whenever the building or structure, or any portion thereof, because of (I) dilapidation, détérioration or de- 
cay; (ii) faulty construction; (iii) the removal, movement or instability of any portion of the ground necessary for 
the purpose of supporting such building; (iv) the détérioration, decay or inadequacy of its foundation; or (v) any 
other cause, is likely to partially or completely collapse. 

9. Whenever, for any reason, the building or structure, or any portion thereof, is manifestly unsafe for the 
purpose for which it is being used. 

1 0. Whenever the exterior walls or other vertical structural members list, lean or buckle to such an extent that 
a plumb line passing tlirough the center of gravity does not fall inside the middle one third of the base. 

1 1 . Whenever the building or structure, exclusive of the foundation, shows 33 percent or more damage or dé- 
térioration of its supporting member or members, or 50 percent damage or détérioration of its nonsupporting mem- 
bers, enclosing or outside wall or coverings. 

12. Whenever the building or structure has been so damaged by fire, wind, earthquake or flood, or has become 
so dilapidated or deteriorated as to become (i) an attractive nuisance to children; (ii) a harbor for vagrants, criminals 
or immoral persons; or as to (iii) enable persons to resort thereto for the purpose of committing unlawflil or im- 
moral acts. 

13. Whenever any building or structure has been constructed, exists or is maintained in violation of any spé- 
cifie requirement including construction without permit or prohibition applicable to such building or structure pro- 
vided by the building régulations of this jurisdiction, as specified in this Code or Health and Safety Code Section 
17920.3 or Uniform Housing Code Chapters 4,5,6 and Sections 701.2, 701.3, or of any law or ordinance of this 
State or jurisdiction relating to the condition, location or structure of buildings. 

14. Whenever any building or structure which, whether or not erected in accordance with ail applicable laws 
and ordinances, has in any nonsupporting part, member or portion less than 50 percent, or in any supporting part, 
member or portion less than 66 percent of the (i) strength, (ii) fire-resisting qualities or characteristics required by 
law in the case of a newly constructed building of like area, height and occupancy in the same location. 

15. Whenever a building or structure, used or intended to be used for dwelling purposes, because of inadé- 
quate maintenance, dilapidation, decay, damage, faulty construction or arrangement, inadéquate light, air or sanita- 
tion facilities, or otherwise, is determined by the health officer to be unsanitary, unfit for human habitation or is 
such a condition that is likely to cause sickness or disease. 
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16. Whenever any building or structure, because of obsolescence, dilapidated condition, détérioration, dam- 
age, inadéquate exits, lack of sufficient fire-resistive construction, faulty electric wiring, gas connections or heating 
apparatus, or other cause, is determined by the fire marshal to be a fire hazard. 

17. Whenever any building or structure is in such a condition as to constitute a public nuisance biown to the 
common law or equity jurisprudence. 

1 8. Whenever any portion of a building or structure remains on a site after the démolition or destruction of the 
building or structure or whenever any building or structure is abandoned for a period in excess of six months so as 
to constitute such building or portion thereof an attractive jiuisance or hazard to the public. 

19. Whenever any building or structure has been abandoned and unsecured for a period in excess of six 
months so as to constituted an attractive nuisance or hazard to the public. 

115.1.2 Définition of Nuisance. The foUowing shall be defmed as nuisances: 

1 . Any public nuisance know at common law or in equity jurisprudence. 

2. Any attractive nuisance that may prove detrimental to children whether in a building, on the premises of a 
building or on an unoccupied lot. This includes, but is not limited to, any abandoned wells, shafts, basements or ex- 
cavations; abandoned refrigerators and motor veliicles; any structurally unsound fences or structures; or any lum- 
ber, trash, fences, débris, or végétation that may prove a hazard for inquisitive minors. 

3. Whatever is dangerous to human life or is detrimental to health, as determined by the health officer. 

4. Overcrowding a ropm with occupants. 

5. Insufficient ventilation or illumination. 

6. Inadéquate or unsanitary sewage oi" plumbing facilities. 

7. Uncleanliness, as determined by the health officer. 

8. Whatever renders air, food or drink unwholesome or detrimental to the health of human beings, as deter- 
mined by the health officer. 

(13) Section 1 15.3 of Appendix 1 of the Califomia Building Code is hereby amended as follows: 

1 15.3 Notice. If anunsafe condition is found, the building officiai shall serve on the owner, agent orperson in 
control of the structure, a written notice that describes the condition deemed unsafe per Section 1-7.3 of the So- 
noma County Code. 

(14) Appendix 1 of the California Building Code is hereby amended by adding a new Section 1 16 as follows: 

Section 1 16 Nofice to Vacate. 

1 1 6. 1 Posting. Every notice to vacate shall, in addition to being served as provided in Section 1 1 5.4, be posted 
at or upon each exit of the building and shall be in substantially the following form: 

DO NOT ENTER 
UNSAFE TO OCCUPY 
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It is a misdemeanor to occupy this building, or to remove or deface this notice. 

Building Officiai 
of. 

1 16.2 Posting During Declared Emergencies. During a declared local emergency or State of emergency as de- 
fined in Chapter 1 of this Code, each structure or property affected by the déclaration and subsequently reviewed 
shall be evaluated and posted in accordance with the standards established in Applied Technology Council (ATC) 
20, ATC 45 or the most recently adopted standard by the Califomia Office of Emergency Services as an emergency 
response plan. 

1 16.3 Compliance. Whenever such notice is posted, the building officiai shall include a notification thereof in 
the notice and order issued under Section 1 1 5.3 reciting the emergency and specifyihg the conditions which neces- 
sitate the posting. No person shall remain in or enter any building which has been so posted unless specifically 
stated on the posting. Entry may be made to repair, demolish or remove such building under permit. No person 
shall remove or deface any such notice aller it is posted until the required repairs, démolition or removal hâve been 
completed and a certificate of occupancy issued pursuant to the provisions of the Building Code. 

1 16.4 Appeals. Appeals of any notice and order to abate any violation of this Code shall be heard and decided 
by a hearing officer pursuant to Section 1-7.3 of the Sonoma County Code. 

(15) Section 202 of the Califomia Building Code is amended to revise the définition of "building" to read as follows: 

BUILDING is any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy. Building is 
also any structure as to which state agencies hâve regulatory power, and housing or enclosure of persons, animais, 
chattels, equipment or property of any kind. Building is also any structure wherein things may be grown, made, 
produced, kept, handled, stored or disposed of, and ail appendages, accessories, apparatus, appliances and equip- 
ment installed as a part thereof Building shall not include machinery, equipment or appliances installed for manu- 
facture or process purposes only, nor shall it include any construction installations which are not a part of a build- 
ing, any tunnel, mine shaft, highway or bridge, or include any house trailer or vehicle which conforms to the Vehi- 
cle Code. 

NOTE: Building shall hâve the same meaning as defined in Health and Safety Code section 17920 and 18908 
for the applications specified in Sections 101.17.9 and 101.17.10. 

(16) Section 202 of the Califomia Building Code is amended to revise the définition of "building, existing" to read as 
follows: 

BUILDING, EXISTING, is a building legally erected prior to the adoption of this code, or one for which a lé- 
gal building permit was issued for the construction or legalization thereof prior to the adoption of this code. 

(17) Section 903.2 of the Califomia Building Code is revised as follows: 

Section 903.2 Where Required. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed and maintained in ail newly 
constructed buildings. 

Exceptions: 

1 . Detached Group U occupancies 3000 sq. ft. or less. Agricultural exempt buildings and agricultural build- 
ings as approved by the Pire Code Officiai. 
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2. Detached poolhouses up to 1 000 sq. ft. in floor area within 50 feet of the pool and limited to a single bath- 
room. 

3. A room above a detached garage used for storage only that does not contain a batliroom, cooking or ré- 
frigération facilities or connections for such facilities. 

4. Detached non-combustible motor vehicle fuel dispensing canopies classified as a Group M occupancy. 

5. Car Ports of non-combustible construction. 

6. B or M occupancies 500 sq. ft. or less. 

7. Private riding arenas, provided that ail of the following conditions are met: 

(a) The building has a minimum of 60 feet of clearance to property Unes or other structures on ail sides. 

(b) The building has an on-site water supply complying 
with the requirements of this code. 

(c) The building has an annual fire inspection by the chief. 

(d) The portions of the building that are not part of the private riding arena are equipped with an auto- 
matic fire-extinguishing System and are separated from the private riding arena by area séparation walls meeting the 
requirements of the Building Code. 

8. Canopied winery crush pads, provided that ail of the following conditions are met: 

(a) The canopy and supporting structure are constructed of non-combustible materials. 

(b) If attached, the crush pad is separated from other portions of the building by one-hour fire-resistive 
walls. 

(c) The crush pad is not used for storage of combustible materials. 

9. Dairy milking facilities. 

(18) Section 903. 2(a) is added to read: 

Section 903. 2(a) Additions. Additions to existing commercial and residential buildings that increase square feet 
(based on the following percentages) calculated by the existing gross floor area shall meet the requirements for a 
newly constructed building: 

0-1000 sq. ft. 200% (or 2000 sq. ft. maximum cumulative total) 

1001-4000 sq.ft.: 100% 

>-4001 sq. ft.: 50% 

(19) Section 903. 2(b) is added to read as follows: 

903 .2(b) Changes of Occupancy. Any change of occupancy when the proposed new occupancy classification is 
more hazardous based on life and fire risk, as determined by the Fire Code Officiai, including the conversion of 
residential buildings to condominiums, the building shall meet the requirements for a newly constructed building. 

(20) Section 903.2(c) is added to read as follows: 

903. 3(c) Elévation of existing buildings. An automatic fire exfinguishing System shall be installed throughout 
ail existing buildings when the building is elevated to: (I) three or more stories, or (ii) more than 35 feet in height 
from grade to finished ceiling or exposed roof 
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Exceptions: 

1 . An automatic fire-extinguishing System need not be provided when the area above 35 feet is provided for 
aesthetic purposes only and is unused and unoccupied. 

2. An automatic fire-extinguishing System need not be provided when existing single-famiiy and two-family 
dwellings are elevated to comply with the requirements of Chapter 7B of the Sonoma County Code, provided that 
ail of the following conditions are met: 

(a) The élévation créâtes a building no more than three stories in height. 

(b) Two approved exits are provided for the highest floor, including a third story having less than 500 square 
feet of floor area. 

(c) Approved interconnected smoke detectors are installed at each floor level and in ail sleeping rooms and 
hallways. 

(d) There is no expansion or modification of use other than installation of the exits required by subparagraph 
(b) above and a utility room less than 100 square feet. The space created at ground level by the élévation shall be 
used only as a Group U Occupancy private parking garage or as unused crawl space. 

(e) Any addition to the building after the élévation shall require installation of an automatic fire-extinguishing 
System tliroughout the building. 

(21) Sections 903.2.4 through 903.2.13 are deleted. 

(22) Section 903.4 is amended to read as follows: 

903.4 Sprinkler System Monitoring and Alarms. Except for Group R, Division 3 Occupancies, ail valves con- 
trolling the water supply for automatic sprinkler Systems, pumps, tanks, water levels, water flow switches shall be 
electronically supervised. Valves when used for standpipes are excluded from this provision unless required by the 
Pire Code Officiai. 

(23) Section 903.4.1 is amended to read as follows: 

903.4. 1 Signais. Alarm, supervisory and trouble signais shall be distinctly différent and shall be automatically 
transmitted to an approved central station, remote supervising station or propriety supervising station as defined in 
NFPA 72, or when approved by the Pire Code Officiai shall sound an audible alarm at a constantly attended loca- 
tion. 

(24) Section 903.4.2 is amended to read as follows: 

903.4.2 Alarms. Every new fire alarm System installed for the purpose of évacuation, including those Systems 
activated solely by fire sprinkler Systems, shall be designed so that ail occupants of the building shall be notified 
audibly and visually for each separate occupancy or each separate residenfial dwelling unit. 

(25) Sections 903.4.3 through 903.6.1 are deleted. [Caveat: There is no 6.1 in CBC] 

(26) Secdon 905.3.1 is amended to read as follows: 

905.3.1 Building height. Class I standpipes shall be installed in buildings three stories or over in height with 
approved outlets provided on each floor level, including the roof when roof access is provided. 

(27) Secfion 905.9 is amended to read as follows: 
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905.9 Valve supervision. Valves controUing water supplies shall be supervisée in the open position so that a 
change in the normal position of the valve will generate a supervisory signal at the supervising station required by 
Section 903.4. Where a fire alarm system is provided, a signal shall also be transmitted to the control unit. 

Exceptions: Valves to underground key or hub valves in roadway boxes provided by the municipality or public 
utility do not require supervision. 

(28) Section 907.2.8.1 is amended to read as foUows: 
907.2.8.1 Manual fire alarm System for R-1 Occupancies. 
Exceptions: 

Manual fire alarm boxes are not required throughout the building when the following conditions are met: 

1 . 1 The building is equipped throughout with an automatic fire sprinkler system installed in accordance with 
Sections 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2 and 

1.2 With in each residential unit the notification devices will activate upon sprinkler water flow and 

1.3 At least one manual fire alarm box is installed in an approved location. 

(29) Section 907.2.8.3 is amended to read as follows: 

907.2.8.3 Smoke alarms. Smoke alarms shall be installed as required by Section 907.2.10. 

(30) Section 907.2.9, Exception 2, is amended to read as follows: 
907.2.9 Manual fire alarm system for R-2 Occupancies. 
Exceptions: 

Manual fire alarm boxes are not required throughout the building when the following conditions are met: 

1 . 1 The building is equipped throughout with an automatic fire sprinkler system installed in accordance with 
Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2 and 

1 .2 Within each residential unit the notification devices will activate upon sprinkler water flow and 

1.3 At least one manual fire alarm box is installed in an approved location. 

(31) Section 1505.1 of the Califomia Building Code is amended to read as follows: 

(a) General. Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b), the roof covering assembly on any structure regu- 
lated by this code shall be as specified in Table No. 1505.1 and as classified in Section 1505. 

(b) Roof Covering Assembly on Specified Structures. Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, the 
roof-covering assembly on the following structures regulated by this code shall be a Class A roof-covering assem- 
bly as classified in Section 1505.2. 

1 . Any new structure regulated by this code; 

2. Any existing structure regulated by this code when more than fifty percent (50%) of the roof area of 
the structure is re-roofed; 
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3. Any addition regulated by this code when the addition créâtes a new roof and the floor area of any 
single floor of the addition exceeds six hundred forty (640) square feet. 

(c) Roof-covering Assembly. The roof-covering assembly includes the roof deck, underlayment, interlayment, 
insulation and covering which is assigned to a roof-covering classification. 

(d) The foUowing types of structures are exempt from this requirement: 

1 . Greenhouses 

2. Patio covers 

3 . Fabric membrane structures when the fabric is certified as "flame retardant" by the State fire Marshall 

4. Residential vehicle covers 

5. Awnings 

6. Sod roofs 

(32) Section JlOl .2 "Flood hazard areas" of Appendix J of the Califomia Building Code is amended to add subsec- 
tion JlOl.2.1 and JlOl.2.2 to read as follows: 

J 1 01 .2. 1 Laguna de Santa Rosa Requirements - No fill shall be placed in the Laguna de Santa Rosa unless an 
engineering analysis is provided which demonstrates that no réduction in flood storage capacity within the Laguna 
will resuit from the fill placement and related improvements. 

J 101. 2.2 Flood-Prone Urban Area Requirements: 

1 . In addition to requirements contained in Section J 104.6-8 for grading requirements; plans, calculations and 
other documentation shall be submitted to the Permit and Resource Management Department demonstrating the 
proposai will not adversely affect drainage. 

2. Before final approval of work authorized by any grading permit, the chief building officiai may require 
that a registered civil engineer inspect the work and verify that the work conforms to approved plans and spécifica- 
tions. 

3. Appeals from the requirements of this section shall be heard by the chief building officiai, and his/her dé- 
cision shall be final. 

EXCEPTION: Appeals of any notice and order to abate a violation of this section shall be heard and decided 
by a hearing officer pursuant to Section 1-7.3 of the Sonoma County Code. 

(33) Section Jl 02 "Définitions" of Appendix J of the Califomia Building Code is amended to add the following défi- 
nitions: 

APPROVAL shall mean that the proposed work or completed work conforms to this chapter and ail ministerial 
requirements of the Permit and Resource Management Department for grading as determined by the chief building 
officiai or his/her désignée. 

AS-GRADED is the extent of surface conditions on completion of grading. 

BEDROCK is in-place solid rock. 

BORROW is earth material acquired fi-om an off-site location for use in grading on a site. 

CIVIL ENGINEER is a professional engineer registered in the State of Califomia to practice in the fîeld of 
civil Works. 
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CIVIL ENGINEERING is the application of the knowledge of the forces of nature, principles of mechanics 
and the properties of materials to the évaluation, design and construction of civil works as fiirther defmed in Chap- 
ter 7, Article 1, Section 6731 of the Business and Professions Code. 

EARTH MATERIAL is any rock, natural soil of fill or any combination thereof. 

ENGINEERING GEOLOGIST is a professional geologist registered in the State of California in the field of 
engineering geology. 

ENGINEERING GEOLOGY is the application of géologie knowledge and principles in the investigation and 
évaluation of naturally occurring rock and soil for use in the design of civil works. 

GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER See "Soils Engineer." 

FLOOD-PRONE URBAN AREA shall include the foUowing areas to the extent such areas are within the un- 
incorporated portions of Sonoma County: 

a) That area within the boundaries defmed on the north by River Road; on the west by the easterly bound- 
ary of the Laguna de Santa Rosa to its intersection with Highway 12 and continuing with the easterly limit of the 
City of Sebastopol to Highway 1 16; on the south by Highway 1 16 to its intersection with Old Redwood Highway 
then south to east Cotati Avenue and east to its intersection with Petaluma Hill Road; and on the east by Petaluma 
Hill Road, north to Highway 12 then west to Highway 101 and north to River Road. Laguna de Santa Rosa shall be 
the Laguna de Santa Rosa and tributaries thereto, as shown, on the National Flood Insurance Program Flood Insur- 
ance Rate Map dated September 6, 2006, and ail subséquent amendments and/or revisions thereto. 

PROFESSIONAL INSPECTION is the inspection required by this code to be performed by the civil engineer, 
soils engineer or engineering geologist. Such inspections include that performed by persons supervised by such en- 
gineers, or geologists and shall be sufficient to form an opinion relating to the conduct of the work. 

SITE is any lot or parcel of land or contiguous combination thereof, under the same ownership, where grading 
is performed or permitted. 

SOIL is naturally occurring superficial deposits overlying bedrock. 

SOILS ENGINEER (GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER) a civil engineer registered in the State of California to 
use the relevant title or authority. 

SOILS ENGINEERING (GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING) is the apphcation of the principles of soils me- 
chanics in the investigation, évaluation and design if civil works involving the use of earth materials and the inspec- 
tion or testing of the construction thereof. 

(34) Section Jl 02 "Définitions" of Appendix J of the California Building Code is amended to add the following défi- 
nition to the subcategory of "GRADE": 

Rough Grade is the stage at which the grade approximately conforms to the approved plan. 

(35) Section Jl 03 "Permits Required" of Appendix J of the California Building Code amending J103.2. 1 and amend- 
ing J 103.2 to add the following: 

J 103.2 Exemptions from Grading Permit 
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I . Grading where material does not meet the définition of Earth Material, or material that will décompose 
witliin one year and become Earth Material. 

8. An excavation that: 

(a) is less than 2 feet in depth 

(b) does not create a eut slope greater than 5 feet in height and steeper than 1 unit vertical in 1-1/2 units 
horizontal (66.7%). 

9. A fill that meets any one of the following conditions and is not placed within the Laguna de Santa Rosa or 
within the floor-prone areas as defined in Section 1 102: 

(a) is less than 1 foot in depth and placed on natural terrain with a slope flatter than 1 unit vertical in 5 
units horizontal (20% slope) 

(b) is less than 3 feet in depth not intended to support structures 

(c) does not exceed 50 cubic yards on any one lot. 

(d) does not alter or obstruct a drainage course. 

(e) thèse exemptions shall not apply to fill placed in the Laguna de Santa Rosa and within flood-prone ar- 
eas defîned in Section J102 

Exception: 

i) Pools. Unless otherwise required by this code, the placement fill from the construction of new swim- 
ming pools on the same lot. Placement of fill shall be depicted on plans and are subject to review and approval by 
the chief building officiai or his/her désignée. 

ii) Building Foundation. Unless otherwise required by this code, the placement of fill from the construc- 
tion of a building foundation on the same lot exceeding 50 cubic yards. Placement of fill shall be depicted on plans 
and are subject to review and approval by the chief building officiai or his/her désignée. 

iii) Road/Driveway Maintenance. Unless otherwise required by this code, the placement of fill to a depth 
of less than one foot for 1) the maintenance of an existing road/driveway; or 2) the construction of a new 
road/driveway 

10. Within flood-prone urban areas as defined in Section Jl 02, a fill less than six (6) inches in depth and not 
exceeding 50 cubic yards, on any one lot or parcel of land, which is placed on natural terrain and does not obstruct 
a drainage course. 

I I . Excavations and fills for a soil, water, wildlife, or other resource conservation, restoration, or enliancement 
project, where a public agency assumes full responsibility for the work. 

(36) Section Jl 04 "Permit Application and Submittals" of Appendix J of the Califomia Building Code is amended to 
add the following: 

J 104.4 Liquéfaction study. For sites with mapped maximum considered earthquake spectral response accéléra- 
tions at short periods (Ss) greater than 0.5g as determined by Section 1613, a study of the liquéfaction potential of 
the site shall be provided, and the recommendations incorporated in the plans. 

Exception: 

1 . A liquéfaction study is not required where the building officiai détermines from established local data that 
the liquéfaction potential is low. 

2. [OSHPD 1, 2 «& 4] Exception 1 not permitted by OSHPD. 

3. Grading where no structure is planned or constructed. 
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J 104.5 Engineering Geology Report. The engineering geology report required by Section J 104.7 shall incliide 
an adéquate description of the geology of the site, conclusions and recommendations regarding the effect of géo- 
logie conditions on the proposed development, and opinion on the adequacy for the intended use of sites to be de- 
veloped by the proposed grading, as affected by géologie factors. 

J 104.6 Grading Désignation. Grading in excess of 5,000 cubic yards shall be performed in accordance with the 
approved grading plan prepared by a civil engineer, and shall be designated as "engineered grading." Grading in- 
volving less that 5,000 cubic yards shall be designated "regular grading" unless the permittee chooses to hâve ail 
the grading performed as engineered grading, or the building officiai détermines that spécial conditions or unusual 
hazards exist, in which case grading shall conform to the requirements for engineered grading. 

J 104.7 Engineered Grading Requirements. Application for a grading permit shall be accompanied by two sets 
of plans and spécifications, and supporting data consisting of a soils engineering report as set forth in J104.3 and 
engineering geology report. The plans and spécifications shall be prepared and signed by an individual licensed by 
the State of California to prépare such plans or spécifications when required by the building officiai. 

Spécifications shall contain information covering construction and material requirements. 

Plans shall be drawn to scale upon substantial paper or cloth and shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the na- 
ture and extent of the work proposed and show in détail that they will conform to the provisions of this code and ail 
relevant laws, ordinances, rules and régulations. The fîrst sheet of each set of plans shall give location of the work, 
the name and address of the owner, and the person by whom they were prepared. 

The plans shall include the following information: 

1. General vicinity of the proposed site. 

2. Property limits and accurate contours of existing ground and détails of terrain and area drainage. 

3. Limiting dimensions, élévation or finish contours to be achieved by the grading, and proposed drainage 
channels and related construction. 

4. Detailed plans of ail surface and subsurface drainage devices, walls, cribbing, dams and other protective 
devices to be constructed with, or as a part of, the proposed work together with a map showing the drainage area 
and the estimated runoff of the area served by any drains. 

5 . Location of any buildings or structures on the property where the work is to be performed and the location 
of any buildings or structures on land of adjacent owners that are within 1 5 feet of the property or that may be af- 
fected by the proposed grading opérations. 

6. Recommendations included in the soils engineering report and the engineering geology report shall be in- 
corporated in the grading plans or spécifications. When approved by the building officiai, spécifie recommenda- 
tions contained in the soils engineering report and the engineering geology report, which are applicable to grading, 
may be included by référence. 

7. The dates of the soils engineering and engineering geology reports together with the names, addresses and 
phone numbers of the firms or individuals who prepared the reports. 

J 104.8 Regular Grading Requirements. Each application for a grading permit shall be accompanied by a plan 
in sufficient clarity to indicate the nature and extent of the work. The plans shall give the location of the work, the 
name of the owner and the name of the person who prepared the plan. The plan shall include the following informa- 
tion: 
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1. General vicinity of the proposed site. 

2. Limiting dimensions and depth of eut and fill. 

3. Location of any buildings or structures where work is to be performed, and the location of any buildings or 
structures within 15 feet of the proposed grading. 

J 104.9 Issuance. The provisions of Appendix Chapter 1, Section 105.3 are applicable to grading permits. The 
building officiai may require that grading opérations and project designs be modified if delays occur which incur 
weather-generated problems not considered at the time the permit was issued. 

(37) Section J105 "Inspections" of Appendix J of the Califomia Building Code amending J105.1 and J105.2 as fol- 
lows and amending Section J105 to add the following: 

J 1 05 . 1 General. Grading opérations for which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by the building 
officiai. Inspections shall be governed by Section 109, Appendix Chapter 1, of this code. 

J105.2 Spécial inspections. Spécial inspection of grading opération shall be provided by the civil engineering, 
soils engineer and the engineering geologist retained to provide such services in accordance with Section Jl 05.6 for 
engineered grading and as required by the building officiai for regular grading. The spécial inspection requirements 
of Section 1 704.7 shall apply to work performed under a grading permit where required by the chief building offi- 
ciai. 

J105.3 Civil Engineer. The civil engineer shall provide spécial inspection within such engineer's area of tech- 
nical speciality, which shall consist.of observation and review as to the establishment of line, grade and surface 
drainage of the development area. If revised plans are required during the course of the work they shall beprepared 
by the civil engineer. 

J 105.4 Soils Engineer. The soils engineer shall provide spécial inspection with such engineer's area of techni- 
cal speciality, which shall include observation during grading and testing for required compaction. The soils engi- 
neer shall provide sufficient observation during the préparation of the natural ground and placement and compac- 
tion of the fill to verify that such work is being performed in accordance with the conditions of the approved plan 
and the appropriate requirements of this chapter. Revised recommendations relating to conditions differing from the 
approved soils engineering and engineering geology reports shall be submitted to the permittee, the building officiai 
and the civil engineer. 

J105.5 Engineering Geologist. The engineering geologist shall provide spécial inspection within such engi- 
neer's area of technical speciality, which shall include professional inspection of the bedrock excavation to déter- 
mine if conditions encountered are in conformance with the approved report. Revised recommendations relating to 
condifions differing fi-om the approved engineering geology report shall be submitted to the soils engineer. 

J 105.6 Permittee. The permittee shall be responsible for the work to be performed in accordance with the ap- 
proved plans and spécifications and in conformance with the provisions of this code, and the permittee shall engage 
consultants, if required, to provide spécial inspections on a timely basis. The permittee shall act as a coordinator be- 
tween the consultants, the contractor and the chief building officiai. In the event of changed condifions, the permit- 
tee shall be responsible for informing the chief building officiai of such change and shall provide revised plans for 
approval. 

Jl 05.7 Building Officiai. The building officiai shall inspect the project at the varions stages of work requiring 
approval to détermine that adéquate control in being exercised by the professional consultants. Consultants per- 
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forming spécial inspections must be on the list of qualified spécial inspection firms maintained by the chief build- 
ing officiai or hâve prior approval by the chief building officiai to be placed on said list. 

Jl 05.8 Notification of Noncompliance. If in the course of fulfilling their respective duties under this chapter, 
the civil engineer, the soils engineer or the engineering geologist finds that the work is not being donc in confor- 
mance with this chapter or the approved grading plans, the discrepancies shall be reported immediately in writing to 
the permittee and to the building officiai. 

Jl 05.9 Transfer of Responsibility. If the civil engineer, the soils engineer, or the engineering geologist of re- 
cord is changed during grading, the work shall be stopped until a qualified replacement has agreed in writing to ac- 
cept their responsibility within the area of technical compétence for approval upon completion of the work. It shall 
be the duty of the permittee to notify the building officiai in writing of such change prior to tlie recommencement of 
such grading. 

J 105. 10 Completion of work. 

1. Final Reports - Upon completion of the rough grading work and at the final completion of the work, the 
following reports and drawings and suppléments thereto are required for engineered grading or when professional 
inspection is performed for regular grading, as applicable. 

a). An as-built grading plan prepared by the civil engineer retained to provide such services showing 
original ground surface élévations, as-graded ground surface élévations, lot drainage pattems, and the locations and 
élévations of surface drainage facilities and of the outlets of subsurface drains. As-constructed locations, élévations 
and détails of subsurface drains shall be shown as reported by the soils engineer. 

Civil engineers shall state that to the best of their knowledge the work within their area of responsibility 
was done in accordance with the final approved grading plan. 

b). A report prepared by the soils engineer retained to provide such services including locations and élé- 
vations of field density tests, summaries of field and laboratory tests, other substantiating data, and comments on 
any changes made during grading and their effect on the recommendations made in the approved soils engineering 
investigation report. Soils engineers shall submit a statement that, to the best of their knowledge, the work within 
their area of responsibilities is in accordance with the approved soils engineering report and applicable provisions 
of this chapter. 

c). A report prepared by the engineering geologist retained to provide such services including a final de- 
scription of the geology of the site and any new information disclosed during the grading and the effect of same on 
recommendations incorporated in the approved grading plan. Engineering geologists shall submit a statement that, 
to the best of their knowledge, the work within their area of responsibility is in accordance with the approved engi- 
neering geologist report and applicable provisions of this chapter. 

d). The grading contractor shall submit in a form prescribed by the building officiai a statement of con- 
formance to said as-built plan and the spécifications. 

J 105. 1 1 Notification of Completion. The permittee shall notify the building officiai when the grading opération 
is ready for final inspection. Final approval shall not be given until ail work, including installation of ail drainage 
facilities and their protective devices, and ail erosion-control measures hâve been completed in accordance with the 
final approved grading plan, and the required reports hâve been submitted. 

(38) Section J106 "Excavations" of Appendix J of the Califomia Building Code has been amended to add the follow- 
ing to J 106.1 "Maximum slope." 

J 106.1 Maximum Slope. The slope of eut surfaces shall be no steeper than is safe for the intended use, and 
shall be no steeper than 2 horizontal to 1 vertical (50 percent) unless the applicant furnishes a soils report justifying 
a steeper slope and stating that the site has been investigated, giving an opinion that a eut at a steeper slope will be 
stable and not create a hazard to public or private property. 
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(39) Section J 107 "Fills" of Appendix J of the California Building Code is amended as follows : 

J 1 07. 1 General. Unless otherwise recommended in the soils report, fills shall conform to the provisions of this 
section. In the absence of an approved soils engineering report, thèse provisions may be waived for minor fills not 
intended to support structures. 

J 107.4 Fill Material. Fill material shall not include organic, frozen or other deleterious materials. No rock or 
similar irreducible material with a maximum dimension greater than 12 inches (305mm) in any dimension shall be 
included in fills. 

Exception: The building officiai may permit placement of larger rock when the soils engineering properly de- 
vises a method of placement, and continuously inspects its placement and approves the fill stability. The following 
conditions shall also apply: 

1. Prior to issuance of the grading permit, potential rock disposai areas shall be delineated on the grading 
plan. 

2. Rock sizes greater than 12 inches in maximum dimension shall be 10 feet or more below grade, measured 
vertically. 

3. Rocks shall be placed so as to assure filling of ail voids with well-graded soil. 

J 107.5 Compaction. AU fill material shall be compacted to 90 percent of maximum density as determined by 
ASTM D 1557, Modified Proctor, in hfts not exceeding 12 inches (305mm) in depth. 

[ DSA-SS and OSHPD l, 2 & 4] This section establishes minimum requirements only. 

Exception: Landscape, or wetland mitigation bank work or agricultural work where depth of soil disturbance is 
less than 4 feet. 

(40) Section J107 "Fills" of Appendix J of the California Building Code is amended to add subsection J 107. 7 and 
J 107.8 to read as follows: 

J 107.7 Laguna de Santa Rosa Requirements. No fill shall be placed in the Laguna de Santa Rosa unless an en- 
gineering analysis is provided which demonstrates that no réduction in flood storage capacity within the Laguna 
will resuit from the fill placement and related improvements. 

J 107.8 Flood-Prone Urban Area Requirements: 

1 . In addition to requirements contained in Section J 1 04, plans, calculations and other documentation shall be 
submitted to the Permit and Resource Management Department demonstrating the proposai will not adversely af- 
fect drainage. 

2. Before final approval of work authorized by any grading permit, the building officiai may require that a 
registered civil engineer inspect the work and verify that the work conforms to approved plans and spécifications. 

3. Appeals from the requirements of this section may be made to the board of building appeals pursuant to 
Section 7-4 of this chapter. 

Exception: Appeals of any notice and order to abate a violation of this section shall be heard and decided by a 
hearing officer pursuant to Section 1-7.3 of the Sonoma County Code. 
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(41) Section J108 "Setbacks" of Appendix J of the Califomia Building Code is amended to add the following: 

Jl 08.4 Modification of Slope Location. The chief building officiai may approve alternate setbacks. The chief 
building officiai may require an investigation and recommendation by a qualified engineer or engineering geologist 
to demonstrate that the intent of this section has been satisfied. 

(42) Section J 109.2 "Terraces" of Appendix J of the Califomia Building Code is amended to read as follows: 

J 1 09.2 Terraces. Terraces at least 6 feet in width shall be established at not more than 30-foot vertical intervais 
on ail eut or fiU slopes to control surface drainage and débris except that where only one terrace is required, it shall 
be at midheight. For eut or fill slopes greater than 60 feet and up to 120 feet in vertical height, one terrace at ap- 
proximately midheight shall be 12 feet in width. Terrace widths and spacing for eut and fill slopes greater than 1 20 
feet in height shall be designed by the civil engineer and approved by the building officiai. Suitable access shall be 
provided to permit proper cleaning and maintenance. 

Swales or ditches on terraces shall hâve a minimum gradient of 5 percent and must be paved with reinforced 
concrète not less than 3 inches in thickness or an approved equal paving. They shall hâve a minimum depth at the 
deepest point of 1 foot and a minimum paved width of 5 feet. 

A single run of swale or ditch shall not coUect runoff from a tributary area exceeding 13,500 square feet (pro- 
jected) without discharging into a down drain. 

(43) Section J109. "Drainage and Terracing" of Appendix J of the Califomia Building Code is amended to add sub- 
sections J109.5 and J109.6 to read as follows: 

J 109.5 Subsurface Drainage. Cut and fill slopes shall be provided with subsurface drainage as necessary for 
stability. 

J 109.6 Disposai. Ail drainage facilities shall be designed to carry waters to the nearest practicable drainage 
way approved by the building officiai or other appropriate jiirisdiction as a safe place to deposit such waters. Ero- 
sion of ground in the area of discharge shall be prevented by installation off nonerosive downdrains or other de- 
vices. 

Building pads shall hâve a drainage gradient of 2 percent toward approved drainage facilities, unless waived by 
the building officiai. 

EXCEPTION: The gradient from the building pad may be 1 percent if ail of the following conditions exist 
througliout the permit area: 

1. No proposed fills are greater than 10 feet in maximum depth. 

2. No proposed fmish cut or fill slope faces hâve a vertical height in excess of 10 feet. 

3. No existing slope faces steeper than 1 unit vertical in 10 units horizontal (10% slope) hâve a vertical 
height in excess of 10 feet. 

(44) Section Jl 10 "Erosion Control" of Appendix J of the Califomia Building Code is amended to read as follows: 

Jl 10. 1 Slopes. The faces of cut and fill slopes shall be prepared and maintained to control against érosion. This 
control may consist of effective planting, or any other means considered by current engineering practice to be Best 
Management Practices (BMPs). The protection for the slopes shall be installed as soon as practicable and no later 
than October 1 5, and shall be maintained from October 1 5 to April 1 5. No construction, grading, cutting or filling 
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shall be undertaken between October 15 and April 15 except in accordance with an approved érosion control plan 
identifying the proposed BMPs. Where eut slopes are not subject to érosion due to the érosion résistant character of 
the materials, such protection may be omitted. 

Jl 10.2 Other Devices. Where necessary, check dams, cribbing, riprap, siltation fences, straw wattles or any 
other devices or methods shall be used to control érosion and provide safety. 

(45) Section Jl 10. "Erosion Control" of Appendix J of the California Building Code is amended to add subsections 
J 110.3 andJ110.4toreadasfollows: 

J 1 1 0.3 Erosion Control Measures During Construction. The proposed measures to protect against érosion dur- 
ing the construction process shall be shown on the plans. The détails, location and description of said measures 
shall also be included on the plans. The proposed measures must be installed no later than October 1 5, and must be 
maintained to accommodate any changes in site conditions until project completion. 

J 1 1 0.4 Erosion Control Measures Post Construction. The proposed permanent érosion control measures shall 
be shown on the plans, which shall also include the détails, location and description of said measures. The perma- 
nent measures shall be installed in accordance with the approved plans. Planting completed during the summer 
must be monitored and maintained until well-established or until the rainy season whichever comes first. 

(46) Appendix J of the California Building Code is amended to amend subsection Jl 1 1 and add subsections Jl 12, 
Jl 13 and Jl 14 to read as follows: 

JIUHAZARDS 

Whenever the chief building officiai détermines that any existing excavation or embankment or fill on private 
property has become a hazard to life and limb, or endangers property, or adversely affects the safety, use or stability 
of a public way or drainage channel, the owner of the property upon which the excavation or fill is located or other 
person or agent in control of said property, upon receipt of notice in writing from the chief building officiai, shall 
within the period specified therein repair or eliminate such excavation or embankment to eliminate the hazard and 
to be in conformance with the requirements of this code. 

J112GRADINGFEES 

J 11 2. 1 General. Fées shall be assessed in accordance with the provisions of this section or shall be as set forth 
in the fee schedule adopted by the jurisdiction. 

Jl 12.2 Plan Review Fées. When a plan or other data are required to be submitted, a plan review fee shall be 
paid at the time of submitting plans and spécifications for review. Said plan review fee shall be as set forth in the 
fee structure adopted annually by the board of supervisors. Separate plan review fées shall apply to retaining walls 
or major drainage structures as required elsewhere in this code. For excavation and fill on the same site, the fee 
shall be based on the volume of excavation or fill, whichever is greater. 

J 1 12.3 Grading Permit Fées. A fee for each grading permit shall be paid to the building officiai as set forth in 
the fee structure adopted annually by the board of supervisors. Separate permits and fées shall apply to retaining 
walls or major drainage structures as required elsewhere in this code. There shall be no separate charge for standard 
terrace drains and similar facilities. 
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Jl 13 BONDS 

The building officiai may require bonds in such form and amounts as may be deemed necessary to ensure that 
the work, if not completed in accordance with the approved plans and spécifications, will be corrected to eliminate 
hazardous conditions. 

In lieu of a surety bond the applicant may file a cash bond or instrument of crédit with the building officiai in 
an amount equal to that which would be required in the surety bond. 

Jl 14 REFERENCED STANDARDS 

ASTMD 1557-eOl Test Method for Laboratory Compaction J107.6 

Characteristics of Soil Using Modified Ef- 
fort [56,000 ft-lb/cubic ft (2,700kN-m/cubic 
meter)]. 

(b) The 2007 Califomia Mechanical Code Chapters 1-17 and Appendix Chapters 1, A, B C, and D, is adopted and incor- 
porated herein by référence, save and except such portions as are deleted, modified or amended as follows: 

(1) Section 108.8.3, Appeals, of the California Mechanical Code is amended to read as follows by adding the fol- 
lowing: 

108.8.3 Appeals. Appeals to orders, décisions or déterminations of the Building Officiai relative to the re- 
quirements of this code shall be made in accordance with Sections 7-3 and 7-4 of the Sonoma County Code. Except 
as otherwise provided in law, any person, firm or corporation adversely affected by a décision, order or détermina- 
tion by a city, county or city and county relating to the application of building standards published in the Califomia 
Building Standards Code, or any other applicable rule or régulation adopted by the Department of Housing and 
Community Development, or any lawfully enacted ordinance by a city, county or city and county, may appeal the 
issue for resolution to the local appeals board or housing appeals board as appropriate. The local appeals board 
shall hear appeals relating to new building construction and the housing appeals board shall hear appeals relating to 
existing buildings. 



leted. 



(2) Section 1 1 0.0 of the Califomia Mechanical Code Appendix Chapter 1 , entitled Board of Appeals, is hereby de- 



(3) Section 1 14.4 of the Califomia Mechanical Code Appendix Chapter 1 is amended to read as follows: 



Section 1 1 4.4 Expiration. Unless otherwise authorized, every permit issued by the Permit and Resource Man- 
agement Department under the provisions of this code shall expire by limitation tliree (3) years from the date of 
permit issuance. The chief building officiai may hmit a permit to a lesser time period when necessary to abate dan- 
gerous or substandard conditions. The chief building officiai may extend this time period when such extension is 
warranted, including (1) to correct an error by the department, (2) when a légal action prevents the project from be- 
ing completed within the three year time frame, or (3) in the interest of public health and safety. The chief building 
officiai' s décision regarding the limitation period shall be final. 

Before any work can be recommenced on any expired permit, a new permit shall first be obtained. The new 
permit shall be obtained for ail work necessary to finish the project including work already completed that has not 
been previously inspected and approved by the department. The building standards for the work authorized by the 
new permit shall be as described in Section 108.3.1 as to the érection and construction of dwellings and appurtenant 
structures for which construction was lawfully commenced or approved prior to the effective date of this ordinance. 
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The fées for the new permit shall be based on the current fee schedule at full value of the previously permitted 
work minus the value of the work inspected and approved prior to expiration of the permit plus the full value of any 
new work not previously permitted per PRMD Expired Permit Policy 

(4) Section 1 15.1 if the Califomia Mechanical Code Appendix Chapter 1 is hereby deleted. 

(5) Section 1 15.2 of the Califomia Mechanical Code Appendix 1 is amended to read as follows: 

1 1 5.2 Permit Fées. The fee for each permit shall be set forth by separate fee ordinance of the board of supervi- 
sors. 

(6) Section 1 15.4 of the Califomia Mechanical Code Appendix 1 is amended to read as follows: 

1 15.4 Expiration of Plan Review. If no permit is issued within one year foUowing the date of application, the 
application shall expire by limitation, and plans and other data submitted for review may thereafter be retumed to 
the applicant or destroyed by the building officiai. If, after such expiration, the original plans are resubmitted within 
180 days following such expiration, the plan review fee shall be 25% of that otherwise required. No application 
shall be renewed in this fashion more than once. In order to further renew action on an application after expiration, 
the applicant shall resubmit plans and pay a new plan review fee. The chief building officiai may extend this time 
period when such extension is warranted, including but not limited to (1) to correct an error by the department, (2) 
when a légal action prevents the project from being completed within the three year time frame, or (3) in the inter- 
est of public health and safety. The chief building officiai' s décision regarding the limitation period shall be final. 

(c) The 2007 Califomia Plumbing Code Chapters 1-16 and Appendices 1 , A, B, D, E, F, I, K, and L are adopted and in- 
corporated herein by référence, save and except such portions as are deleted, modified or amended as follows: 

(1) Section 1 08.8.3 of the Califomia Plumbing Code is amended to read as follows: 

108.8.3 Appeals. Appeals to orders, décisions or déterminations of the Building Officiai relative to the re- 
quirements of this code shall be made in accordance with Sections 7-3 and 7-4 of the Sonoma County Code. 

(2) Section 203.0 of the Califomia Plumbing Code is amended to add the following définition: 
Administrative Authority — The chief building officiai. 

(3) Section 305.0 of the Califomia Plumbing Code is amended to add the following sections: 

305.4 Every dwelling or other building or place where persons congregate, réside or are employed shall be pro- 
vided with an adéquate number of water flush toilets connected to a sewage disposai System which shall consist of 
a public sewer connection or a septic tank and a System of underground drains for the disposai of the tank effluent, 
or other Systems approved by the chief building officiai. Such System shall be constructed to meet the requirements 
of construction and maintenance provided in this chapter and the codes adopted hereby. 

Exception: A facility for the boarding of horses as defined in Sonoma County Zoning Régulations Définitions 
§ 26-02-140 may hâve one part time or full fime employée without being required to meet this requirement. 

305.5 No privy, including vault privies, chemical privies, pit privies or cesspools shall be constructed, main- 
tained or used except upon written approval of the Director of Permit and Resource Management Department 
unless otherwise specifically permitted by law. 



• 
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305.6 It is unlawful to discharge from any privy, cesspool, septic taiik, container, sewer pipes or conduits not 
connected to a public sewer system, sewage, polluted or contaminated water or any matter of substance offensive, 
injurious or dangerous to public health where sucli water overflows any land whatsoever, including tideland, or 
where such water empties, flows, seeps or drains into or adversely affects any springs, streams, rivers, lakes, other 
waters or any public highway within the County of Sonoma. 

(4) Section 103.3.4 of the California Plumbing Code Appendix 1 is amended to read as follows: 

Section 103.3.4 Expiration. Unless otherwise authorized, every permit issued by the Permit and Resource 
Management Department under the provisions of this code shall expire by limitation three (3) years from the date 
of permit issuance. The chief building officiai may limit a permit to a lesser time period when necessary to abate 
dangerous or substandard conditions. The chief building officiai may extend this time period when such extension 
is warranted, including but not limited to (1) to correct an error by the department, (2) when a légal action prevents 
the Project from being completed within the three year time frame, or (3) in the interest of public health and safety. 
The chief building officiai' s décision regarding the limitation period shall be final. 

Before any work can be recommenced on any expired permit, a new permit shall first be obtained. The new 
permit shall be obtained for ail work necessary to finish the project including work already completed that has not 
been previously inspected and approved by the department. The building standards for the work authorized by the 
new permit shall be as described in Section 108.3.1 as to the érection and construction of dwellings and appurtenant 
structures for which construction was lawftilly commenced or approved prior to the effective date of this ordinance. 

The fées for the new permit shall be based on the current fee schedule at full value of the previously permitted 
work minus the value of the work inspected and approved prior to expiration of the permit plus the full value of any 
new work not previously permitted per PRMD Expired Permit Policy. 

(5) Section 1 03.4.1 of the California Plumbing Code Appendix 1 is amended to read as follows: 

1 03 .4. 1 Pennit Fées. Each applicant shall pay for each permit, at the time of issuance, a fee in accordance with 
fee schedule adopted by the board of supervisors. 

(6) Section 103.4.2 is hereby deleted. 

(7) Section 103.4.3 of the California Plumbing Code Appendix 1 is amended to read as follows: 

103.4.3 Expiration of Plan Review. If no permit is issued within one year following the date of application, the 
application shall expire by limitation, and plans and other data submitted for review may thereafter be retumed to 
the applicant or destroyed by the building officiai. If, after such expiration, the original plans are resubmitted witliin 
180 days following such expiration, the plan review fee shall be 25% of that otherwise required. No application 
shall be renewed in this fashion more than once. In order to further renew action on an application after expiration, 
the applicant shall resubmit plans and pay a new plan review fee. The chief building officiai may extend this time 
period when such extension is warranted, including but not limited to (1 ) to correct an error by the department, (2) 
when a légal action prevents the project from being completed within the three year time frame, or (3) in the inter- 
est of public health and safety. The chief building official's décision regarding the limitation period shall be final. 

(8) The phrase "abutting lot" as used in Section 721.2 and Appendix Chapter K Section Kl G of the California 
Plumbing Code, includes: 

(I) An unimproved lot connected to another lot by an easement provided the lots are in common ownership; 
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(ii) An improved lot connectée! to another lot by an easement. The lots need not be under common ownership 
so long as the lot owner has an easement over the abutting lot sufficient for private sewage disposai subject to ap- 
proval of the chief building officiai. 

(9) In Table K- 1 of the California Plumbing Code, the first sentence under "NOTE" shall be deleted due to the gên- 
erai topographie nature of Sonoma County. Horizontal distances between parts of a leaching System shall be determined by 
the Director of Permit and Resource Management. 

( 1 0) Section K-3 of Appendix Chapter K of the California Plumbing Code, 1 998 Edition is amended by deleting Item 
3, the exception thereto and Item 5. 

(d) The 2007 California Electrical Code, Articles 89, 90, Chapters 1-9, Annex A through G is adopted and incorporated 
herein by référence and amended as follows: 

(1) Section 89.108.3, Appeals, of the California Electrical Code, is amended as follows: 

89.108.3 Appeals. Appeals to orders, décisions or déterminations of the Building Officiai relative to the re- 
quirements of this code shall be made in accordance with Sections 7-3 and 7-4 of the Sonoma County Code. 

(2) Section 80. 1 5 of Annex G of the California Electrical Code is amended by adding Section I to read as follows: 

80. 1 5 (I) Violation penalties. Any person who violâtes a provision of this code or fails to comply with any of 
the requirements thereof or who erects, constructs, alters or repairs a building or structure in violation of the ap- 
proved construction documents or directive of the building officiai, or of the a permit or certificate issued under the 
provisions of this code, shall be subject to an investigation fee equal to the amount of the permit fee, whether or not 
a permit is then or subsequently issued. The payment of such investigation fee shall not exempt any person from 
compliance with ail other provisions of this code nor from any penalty prescribed by law. 

(3) Section 80.19 of annex G of the California Electrical code is amended by adding the foUowing Section I: 

Section 80. 1 9 Expiration. Unless otherwise authorized, every permit issued by the Permit and Resource Man- 
agement Department under the provisions of this code shall expire by limitation three (3) years fi^om the date of 
permit issuance. The chief building officiai may limit a permit to a lesser time period when necessary to abate dan- 
gerous or substandard conditions. The chief building officiai may extend this time period when such extension is 
warranted, including but not limited to (1) to correct an error by the department, (2) when a légal action prevents 
the Project from being completed within the three year time frame, or (3) in the interest of public health and safety. 
The chief building official's décision regarding the limitation period shall be final. 

Before any work can be recommenced on any expired permit, a new permit shall first be obtained. The new 
permit shall be obtained for ail work necessary to finish the project including work already completed that has not 
been previously inspected and approved by the department. The building standards for the work authorized by the 
new permit shall be as described in Section 108.3.1 as to the érection and construction of dwellings and appurtenant 
structures for which construction was lawflilly commenced or approved prior to the effective date of tliis ordinance. 

The fées for the new permit shall be based on the current fee schedule at flill value of the previously permitted 
work minus the value of the work inspected and approved prior to expiration of the permit plus the full value of any 
new work not previously permitted per PRMD Expired Permit Policy. 

(4) Section 80.19 (E) of Annex G of the California Electrical Code is amended to read as follows: 

80.19 (E) Permit Fées. The fee for each electrical permit shall be as set forth in a separate fee ordinance of the 
board of supervisors. 
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(5) Section 80.19 of Annex G of the California Electrical Code is amended by adding the following to Section J: 

1 1 5.4 80. 1 9(J) Expiration of Plan Review. If no permit is issued within one year following the date of applica- 
tion, the application shall expire by limitation, and plans and other data submitted for review may thereafter be re- 
turned to the applicant or destroyed by the building officiai. If, after such expiration, the original plans are resub- 
mitted within 180 days following such expiration, the plan review fee shall be 25% of that otherwise required. No 
application shall be renewed in this fashion more than once. In order to fijrther renew action on an application after 
expiration, the applicant shall resubmit plans and pay a new plan review fee. The chief building officiai may extend 
this time period when such extension is warranted, including but not limited to (1) to correct an error by the de- 
partment, (2) when a légal action prevents the project from being completed within the three year time frame, or (3) 
in the interest of public health and safety. The chief building officiai' s décision regarding the limitation period shall 
be final. 

(e) 2007 California Energy Code is adopted and incorporated by référence. 

(f) 2007 California Historical Building Code is adopted and incorporated by référence. 

(g) 2007 California Referenced Standards Code is adopted and incorporated by référence. 

(h) 2007 California Administrative Code is adopted and incorporated by référence. (Ord. 5754 § 1(1), 2007: Ord. No. 
5666 § l(a)— (b), 2006; Ord. No. 5603 § l(a), 2005; Ord. No. 5402 § 1, 2003: Ord. No. 5374 § l(a), 2002: Ord. No. 5167 
§ l(i), 1999: Ord. No. 5086 § 1, 1997; Ord. No. 4959 §§ 1, 2, 1996; Ord. No. 4941 § 4, 1996; Ord. No. 4906 § 3 (part), 
1995.) 

Sec. 7-14. Addition of laws that are enforced by the permit and resource management department 
or by the public health officer as designated in the applicable law. 

(a) State ofCahfornia Health and Safety Code Division 13, Part 2, Part 2.1 and Part 2.2 and State of California Adminis- 
trafive Code Title 25, relating to the administration, construction, maintenance, use and occupancy of mobile homes, located 
on parcels of land other than in mobile home parks. Except for those obligations imposed upon the public health officer, the 
permit and resource management department is charged with the administrative of the aforementioned régulations with the 
unincorporated areas of the county of Sonoma. 

(b) State of California Health and Safety Code Division 22, Chapter 4. 

(c) State of California Health and Safety Code Division 13, Part 2.3 and State of California Administrative Code Title 
17, Sections 30700-30751. 

(d) State of California Health and Safety Code Division 20, Chapter 1 , Health and Safety of Bathers and State of Califor- 
nia Administrative Code Title 17, Sections 7774-7833. 

(e) State of California Health and Safety Code Division 5, Chapter 7, Water and Water Systems. 

(f) State of California Administrative Code, Title 17, Secfions 13650-13693, Roadside Stand Régulations. 

(g) State of California Administrative Code, Title 24, Part 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and 8. (Ord. No. 4906 § 3 (part), 1995.) 

Sec. 7-15. Private swimming pool — General. 

(a) For purposes of this section, "private swimming pool" shall include any structure, whether in-ground or above- 
ground, designed or used for swimming or recreational bathing that contains water in excess of eighteen (18) inches. For 
purposes of this section, "private swimming pool" shall not include: 

( 1 ) Swimming pools operated for the use of the gênerai public with or without charge, or for the use of the members 
and guests of a private club, unless such pool is located on the grounds of a private single-family home; 

(2) Hot tubs or spas with locking safety covers that comply with the American Society for Testing Materials - Emer- 
gency Performance Specificafion (ASTM-ES 13-89 and ASTM-ES 13-91); 

(3) Swimming pools located at an apartment complex or any residenfial setting other than a single-family home; and 
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(4) Swimming pools located at any facility regulated by the State Department of Social Services even if the facility 
is also used as the private résidence of the operator. 

(b) No building permit sliall be issued for any private swimming pool, except in compliance with this section and Article 
2.5 of Chapter 5 of Part 10 of Division 104 of the California Health and Safety Code (commencing with Section 1 15920 of 
the California Health and Safety Code), and further providing that: 

( 1 ) If the pool is equipped with a power-operated safety pool cover pursuant to California Health and Safety Code 
Section 1 1 5922(b), the control for the pool cover shall be mounted at least sixty inches (60") above grade or above the floor; 
and 

(2) If doors providing direct access from the home to the pool are equipped with exit alarms pursuant to California 
Health and Safety Code Section 1 15922(c), the exit alarms shall produce sounds at or exceeding sound pressure of eighty 
(80) DB at ten feet (10') distance from the alarm emitter. 

(c) Private swimming pools constructed prior to June 1 , 1 998, shall be equipped with at least one of the following safety 
features: 

(1) The pool is isolated from access to a home by an enclosure that lias ail of the following characteristics: 

(A) Any access gâtes through the enclosure open away from the swimming pool, and are self-closing with a self- 
latching device placed no lower than sixty (60") inches above the ground; 

(B) A minimum height of sixty (60") inches; 

(C) A maximum vertical clearance from the ground to the bottom of the enclosure of two (2") inches; 

(D) Gaps or voids, if any, do not allow passage of a sphère equal to or greater than four (4") inches in diameter; 
and 

(E) An outside surface free of protrusions, cavities or other physical characteristics that would serve as hand- 
holds or footholds that could enable a child below the âge of five (5) years to climb over. 

(2) The pool is equipped with a manually or power-operated safety pool cover that meets ail of the performance 
standards of the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM), in compliance with standard F 1346-91. If the safety, 
pool cover is electrically operated, the control for the pool cover shall be mounted at least sixty inches (60") above grade or 
above the floor; 

(3) Ail doors providing direct access from the home to the pool are equipped with exit alarms, either battery oper- 
ated or connected to the electrical wiring of the résidence, that make audible, continuous alarm sounds when the door is 
opened or left ajar. The exit alarms shall produce sounds at or exceeding sound pressure of eighty (80) DB at ten feet (10') 
distance from the alarm emitter; 

(4) Ail doors providing direct access from the home to the pool are equipped with a self-closing, self-latching device 
with a release mechanism placed no lower than fifty-four (54") inches above the floor; or 

(5) Other means of protection, if the degree of protection afforded is equal to or greater than that afforded by any of 
the devices set forth in subdivisions (1) through (4), inclusive, of this subsection, as determined by the building officiai. 

(d) Applications for building permits for the construction of private swimming pools shall show compliance with the 
requirements established by subsection (b) and with following: 

( 1 ) Ail plans submitted to the county for private swimming pools shall include a plot plan. Pool plans, spécifications 
and design calculations shall be prepared by a civil or structural engineer, licensed to practice in the state of California. 

(2) Soil around the private swimming pool shall slope away from the pool to prevent surface waters from draining 
into the pool and to prevent ponding, or a drainage system shall be provided to collect surface water. 

(3) Drywells shall be ten feet, ten inches (10' 10") minimum in depth. The drywell must be lined with masonry, 
having solid mortar joints to a point two feet, zéro inches (2' 0") below the bottom of the swimming pool. Altemate methods 
of waste water disposai may be approved by the county public health officer. 

(4) For private swimming pool design and construction, soils in Sonoma County shall be assumed to be expansive 
unless the owner can show by actual soil tests, performed by a recognized soil testing laboratory, that the soils are not expan- 
sive. 

(5) Additional design criteria for private swimming pools may include, but not necessarily be limited to, considéra- 
tion of géologie, géographie and topographie features of apool site, groundwater, soil conditions, perfonnance standards and 
maintenance requirements. The building officiai may require whatever information he deems necessary to satisfy himself 
that a pool design protects the public health and safety. 
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(6) Final inspection, approval and use of ail new, repaired or remodeled private swimming pools shall be withheld 
until ail of the above requirements hâve been met. (Ord. No. 5167 § 10), 1999; Ord. No. 5102 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 4906 § 3 
(part), 1995.) 

Sec. 7-16. Sigr.s. 

(a) Signs and outdoor advertising structures erected or constructed shall conform to ail zoning régulations, department of 
transportation and public works requirements and be structurally designed and constructed to comply with the California 
Building Code for resisting wind, gravity and seismic forces. 

(b) Political campaign signs shall be, if approved by the permit and resource management department for a limited pe- 
riod, exempt from meeting the requirements of the above unless it is determined by the building officiai that they pose a 
tlireat to life or limb. (Ord. No. 5167 § l(k), 1999; Ord. No. 4906 § 3 (part), 1995.) 

Sec. 7-17. Régulations for the construction, relocation, repair, maintenance, use and occupancy 
of floating homes and floating home moorages. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life or limb, health, property and 
public welfare by regulating the design, construction, quality of materials, use and occupancy, location and maintenance of 
ail floating homes and floating home moorages within the county of Sonoma. 

(b) Scope. The provisions of this section shall apply to the construction, altération, repair, démolition, removal, reloca- 
tion of berthing of any floating home within the county, and to the requirements for floating home sites and floating home 
moorages together with appurtenant structures and facilities as regulated herein. 

(c) Application to Existing Floating Homes and Moorages. Floating homes and floating home moorages in existence 
prior to the effective date hereof shall be examined by the building officiai and health officer and shall comply with the re- 
quirements for new floating homes, new floating home sites and new floating home moorages as provided in this part, it be- 
ing expressly found and determined that the public health and safety require and justify the rétrospective application of ail 
the provisions contained in this section; provided, however, that the building officiai may grant an exception to strict compli- 
ance with spécifications in the building code if he/she finds and détermines a floating home which is in existence prior to the 
effective date thereof does not by reason of a violation of said code, adversely affect the public health, safety and welfare, 
and that said floating home otherwise compiles with the requirements of this section. 

(d) Application to Moorage Occupancies other than Floating Homes. Moorage structures, floatable or otherwise, and 
occupied or intended to be occupied for purposes other than as a floating home shall conform with the applicable require- 
ments of this section with respect to flotation, compartmentation, construction sanitation, sewage disposai, plumbing, electri- 
cal and other utility Systems, open spaces, fire protection, movement or relocation, certificate of occupancy and to the re- 
quirements of such uses or occupancies as are administered and enforced by the health officer and building officiai. 

(e) Définitions. The following définitions apply to the words and phrases of this section, unless the context clearly indi- 
cates otherwise. 

(1) "Berth" or "moor" means the fîxing of a floating home by anchoring or being at an approved floating home site. 
Berth or moor shall not include intentional grounding, beaching or placement on piles, wharves, docks or other permanently 
fixed supports except as may be permitted in emergencies or for making required repairs. 

(2) Floating Homes. A "floating home" is any building supported by means of flotation with one hundred percent 
(100%) flotation occurring at ail times, designed to be used without a permanent foundation, used, mtended or designed to be 
built, used, rented, leased, let or hired out to be occupied, or which is occupied for living purposes by one family with facili- 
ties for living, sleeping, cooking and eating. Any such building used or intended to be used, as a dwelling for more than one 
family is prohibited with the county. The term "floating home" shall include "houseboaf or "ark" but shall not include any 
vessel designed or used primarily for commercial and recreational purposes. Floating homes are not permitted in designated 
flood hazard zones. 

(3) "Floating home moorage" means a waterfront facility for the moorage of one (1) or more floating homes, and the 
land and water premises on which such facility is located. Moorage must provide flotation at ail times. 

(4) Floating Home Site. A "floating home site" is a part of a floating home moorage located over water and designed 
to accommodate one (1) floafing home. 
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(5) "Garbage" means ail discarded putrescible waste matter and ail discardable rubbish but not including sewage or 
human or animal excrément. 

(6) "Health officer" means health officer of the county of Sonoma or his authorized représentative assigned to the 
county of Sonoma. 

(7) Nuisance. "Nuisance" includes: 

(i) Any public nuisance known at common law or in equity jurisprudence; 
(ii) Wliatever is dangerous to human life or is detrimental to health; 
(iii) Overcrowding a room with occupants; 
(iv) Insufficient ventilation or illumination; 
(v) Inadéquate or unsanitary sewage or plumbing facilities; 
(vi) A floating home moored in an area that does not provide flotation at ail times; 

(vii) Any of those items with exception to foundations described as a nuisance in Chapter 7 of the code of the 
county of Sonoma and the Uniform Housing Code. 

(8) Person. The term "person" shall include any person, firm, association, corporation or any members, agents or 
employées of any of the foregoing. 

(9) Sewage. The term "sewage" means any and ail waste substance, liquid or solid, associating with human habita- 
tion, whether or not it contains human or animal excréta or excrément, offal or any féculent matter. 

(10) Story. "Story" is the portion of a floating home between the upper surface of the deck or ceiling next above. 

(11) Superstructure. "Superstructure" is that portion of a floating home above the lowest deck or the level of flota- 
tion. 

(12) Transient Vessel. The term "transient vessel" shall mean any vessel tempôrarily moored in the county of So- 
noma which is occupied for a period of less than four (4) consécutive days or ten (10) days in any calendar month. 

(13) Vessel. The term "vessel" means any watercraft of any type or size, including but not limited to barges, ferry 
boats, arks, yachts, houseboats, floating homes and rafts. 

(14) Waterway. The term "waterway" means any water, waterway, lake, river, creek, canal, lagoon, bay, inlet, 
slough, tributary or arm of the sea situated within or bounding the county of Sonoma. 

(f) Movement or Relocation of Floating Homes. Floating homes proposed to be moved into the county or proposed to be 
moved from one moorage site to another moorage site within the county shall comply with the requirements of this section 
pertaining to new floating homes. 

No floating home shall be moved or relocated unless relocation permit has been issued by the permit and resource man- 
agement department. 

No floating home shall be moved into or relocated within the county if, after inspection and investigation by the building 
officiai, it is found to be dilapidated, unseaworthy or otherwise substandard to such an extent that it would be impractical to 
repair, improve or rehabilitate said floating home in accordance with the requirements of this section for new floating homes. 

The building officiai shall not issue a permit to move or relocate a floating home until the site plan has received approval 
from the fire chief, the health officer, the director of permit and resource management department, or their duly authorized 
staff 

The fee for relocation permit is fîfty-three dollars ($53.00) or as set by ordinance by the board of supervisors. 

(g) Requirements For and Location ofMoorages. 

(1) Moorage, Register of Ownership of Floating Homes. Every owner or operator of a floating home moorage shall 
maintain a current register of every floating home moored on the premises under his control, such register to record the name 
and address of the légal owner of each floating home. A copy of said register shall be available on request to the building 
officiai. 

(2) Moorage Location. Floating homes shall be berthed or moored in a marina, harbor or similar facility conforming 
to the requirements of this section and allocated on privately owned or privately controlled property. Moorages shall be lo- 
cated in any waterway or fairway, or in the public waters of any street or street end. 

(3) Moorage Site Plan. Three (3) copies of a moorage site plan drawn to scale and fully dimensioned shall be sub- 
mitted by the owner of said moorage to the building officiai for approval. The moorage plan shall include the following dé- 
tails. 

(i) Name and address of an owner or operator; 

(ii) Address and légal description of the property on which moorage is located; 

(iii) The dimensions of the floating home moorage site; 
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(iv) The location of abutting public waterways; 

(v) The location and dimensions of private waterways and land access to the moorage; 
(vi) The location and identification of individual floating home sites; 
(vii) The location and dimension of off-street parking spaces; 

(viii) The location and dimensions of walkways and any accessory structures or facilities; 
(ix) The water service System; 
(x) The fire protection system; 
(xi) The electrical service and lighting system; 

(xii) The complète sewage system including main sewer and side sewers serving each floating homesite. 
(h) Régulations for the Construction, Repair, Maintenance, Use and Occupancy of Floating Homes. The rules and régula- 
tions applicable to floating homes shall be ail those rules, régulations, procédures and fee schedules as determined by the 
board of supervisors except as modified herein and/or herein provided. 

(i) Material. Ail material, such as decking, siding and subflooring which is subjected.to moisture or water splash shall be 
of a type not adversely affected by moisture, or shall be treated. 

(j) Construction. Flooring, wall and flotation shall be designed and constructed by use of diaphragm walls in such a 
manner that the superstructure acts as an independent unit and is not adversely affected by point reactions under the flotation. 
(k) Ramps or horizontal entrance ways. Ramps shall be not less than thirty-six inches (36" in width, exclusive of required 
handrails which shall not reduce the width more than three inches (3"). 

Ramps or horizontal exits, other than mooring docks, shall be provided with two handrails or guard railings. Railings and 
guardrails shall meet the requirements of the California Building Code. Private ramps or horizontal exits shall be capable of 
carrying a live load in accordance with the following schedule. 



Live Load 


Length of Ramp Between Supports 


50psf 


to 5 feet 


40psf 


Sfeetto 10 feet 


30 psf 


OVERlOfeet 



Ramp design shall also include dead load. Minimum framing members shall be two inch by four inch (2" x 4") if con- 
structed of wood. 

Ail ramps and horizontal exits shall hâve exit illumination with minimum intensity of one foot candie at floor level of 
entry or one-tenth (1/10) foot candie on walkways or ramps. Altemate materials and methods of construction may be allowed 
as provided in the Sonoma County Code. 

(1) Inboard Sewerage Device. A sewage receiving tank and ejector device must be installed aboard every floating home. 
Said device shall consist of a tank with a liquid capacity not less than thirty (30) gallons, nor more than forty (40) gallons, 
and shall be equipped with a two inch outlet and a one-half h.p. pump. Said device must connect to the local sewerage latéral 
System, when the floating home is moored in the waters within, adjoining or encompassed in the county of Sonoma. 

(m) Water Distribution. Water shall not be piped to supply floating homes through flexible hose unless the hose is a high- 
pressure type terminating in approved connectors and is preceded by an approved bàckflow prévention device. No hose shall 
be immersed in water or run exposed on docks, piers, etc. Length of hose shall not be excessive. 

(n) Fuel-Gas Piping. Ail gas piping installed in floating homes shall be made with approved high-pressure hose and ter- 
minate in approved positive discomiect couplings. Gas hoses shall not be immersed in water or run exposed on docks, piers 
or floating homes. Length of hose shall not be excessive. 

(o) A wiring system shall be nominally rated 1 15-230 volts, 3 wire AC, with a grounded neutral supplemented with a 
No. 6 minimum (or the équivalent) equipment ground conductor as an intégral part of a cable assembly connected to a 
grounding électrode on the shore facilities while providing a minimum of one hundred ( 1 00) ampères to the houseboat, shall 
be provided for in ail floating homes. 

(p) Power Supply. Service equipment shall be located adjacent to the floating home and may not be mounted in or on the 
floating home. 

The power supply to the floating home shall be comprised of feeder circuits consisting of not more than two floating 
home supply cords, each rated fifty (50) ampères minimum. Larger cords or permanently installed circuits may be used if 
desired. 
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(q) Supply Cord. Each floating home supply cord shall be approved and hâve four conductors, one of which shall be 
identified by a continuous green color with a yeilow stripe. The attachment plug, connectors and mating réceptacles shall be 
3-pole, 4-wire grounding types covered by American Standard C-73 attachment plug and réceptacles. The power supply cord 
shall be permanently attached to the distribution panel. A suitable clamp or équivalent shall be provided at the distribution 
panel to afford strain relief for the cord in order to prevent strain at the terminais. The length of power supply cord shall not 
be excessive. 

(r) Second Supply Cord. Where a second fifty (50)-ampere floating home supply cord is installed, the two (2) cords shall 
not be interconnected on either the line side or the load side except that the grounding circuits and grounding means shall be 
electrically interconnected. 

(s) Disconnection Means. Disconnecting means shall be provided in each floating home by approved service entrance 
equipment, consisting of circuit breakers, or a switch and fuses, and their accessories installed in a readily accessible location 
near the point the supply cord or conductors enter the floating home. This equipment shall contain a solderless type of 
grounding connector or bar with sufficient terminais for "ail grounding conductors. The neutral bar temiination of the 
grounded circuit conductors shall be insulated. The disconnecting equipment shall hâve a rating suitable for the connected 
load. 

Where two (2) power supply cords are installed disconnecting means shall be provided for each cord but may be com- 
bined in single equipment without electrical interconnections other than for grounding purposes. Branch circuit equipment 
may be combined with the disconnecting means as a single assembly, and designed as a distribution panel. Plug fuses and 
fuse holders shall be tamper-resistant, type "S," enclosed in dead front panels. 

(t) Wiring Exposed to Weather. If outdoor wiring is exposed to moisture or physical damage, it shall be protected by 
rigid métal conduit, rigid nonmetallic conduit or liquid-tight flexible métal conduit. 

(u) Grounding. Grounding of electrical and nonelectrical métal parts in a floating home shall be effected tlirough connec- 
tion to a grounding bus in the floating home distribution panel. The grounding bus shall be grounded through the green con- 
ductor in the supply cord or the feeder wiring to the service ground in the service entrance equipment. 

(v) Overall Stability. The floating home shall be stable with both dead load and live load included. 

(1) Metacentric Height. The metacentric height (MG) shall be equal to +1 .0 foot or more according to the following 
équation: 

(MG) equals Wsty/W - L 
Where: 

Ws equals unit weight of sea water 

W equals total weight of floating home including dead load and live load (L.L. equals 20 pounds per square 
foot of first floor area and 10 pounds per square foot of second floor, habitable attic or loft.) 

ty equals moment of inertia of the area encompassed by the waterline around the hull or flotation (fiilly 
loaded boat) as taken about the longitudinal axis of the houseboat. 

L equals the distance between the center of the gravity and the center of buoyancy of the fully loaded boat. 

(2) Freeboard. The freeboard as measured from the waterline to the top of the first floor or deck of the completed 
houseboat, including dead load but not live load, shall be at least 1.3 feet (with list angle equals 0.0). 

(3) Stability with off-center loading; or wind loading. The floating home when subjected to either off-center loading 
or wind loading shall not exceed the limitations on hull immersions and angle of list set forth as follows: 

(i) The maximum angle of list shall not exceed forty (40) degrees. 

(ii) The freeboard shall be measured from the waterline to the top of the first floor or deck at side of the vessel 
at a point where said freeboard has its least dimension. 

The allowable immersion shall not be more than two-thirds (2/3) of this freeboard. The off-center loading shall be consid- 
ered as applicable to the completed houseboat, including dead load, and shall consist of a live load of one hundred (100) 
pounds, or five (5) pounds per foot of width, whichever is greater per lineal foot (first floor) and fifty (50) pounds, or two 
and one-half (y2) pounds per foot of width, whichever is greater, per lineal foot (second floor, habitable attic, or loft). The 
uniform live load is to be applied halfway between the center of gravity and the outside edge of deck, to one side of the float- 
ing home at a time. The dividing line is the longitudinal axis of the vessel, and the overturning moment resulting from the 
off-center loading shall be taken about the computed center of gravity. Stability with the off-center loading applied shall be 
tested on both sides of the longitudinal axis. 
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Wind loading shall be applied to the completed houseboat, including dead ioad and live load, but not off-center loading. 
The moment due to the wind loading shall be computed at: 

Mw equals PxAxH 
Where: 

Mw equals wind heeling moment, in foot pounds. 

P equals wind pressure factor, in pounds per square foot in accordance with the following: 

8.0 (for partially protected waters) 
A equals area, in square feet, of the projected latéral surface of the vessel above the load waterline. This sur- 
face includes the hull superstructure and areas bounded by railings and/or structural canopies. 
H equals height, in feet, to the center of area 9 A) above the first floor deck. 

(w) Calculations by Engineer. Calculations bya qualified engineer showing that the stability of the floating home con- 
forms to the above minimum requirements will be acceptable. Said calculations shall be subject to the following provisions: 

(1) With référence to paragraph v(a), Mg equals - 1.0 or more. 

(2) With référence to paragraph v(c), calculations will show that a resuit of the list angle caused by the off-center 
loading, the original freeboard (with list angle equals 0.0 degrees) shall not be diminished by more than sixty-seven percent 
(67%). 

(3) With référence to paragraph v(c), calculations shall show that: 

Mr/M equals 10. Applied with a list equals 4.10 degrees or more. 

MO equals overtuming moment resulting from the off-center loading, said moment to be taken about a longi- 
tudinal line passing through the computed center of gravity of the floating home. 

MR equals resisting moment due to buoyancy, said moment to be taken about a longitudinal line passing 
through 
And: 

Mr/Mw equals 1.0' or more applied with a list equals 4.0 or more, 
where: 

Mw equals wind healing moment. 

Mr equals resisting moment due to buoyancy (same as Mr above). 

(x) Compartmentation and Flotatation. 

( 1 ) Bulkheads. Watertight pontoons, floats or any other device to keep the floating home afioat shall be fitted with 
transverse and/or longitudinal watertight bulkheads which provide compartmentation sufificient to keep the fully loaded ves- 
sel afioat with positive stability, with any one main compartment flooded. 

For pontoon type flotation, the maximum allowable distance between bulkheads is eight feet zéro inches (8'0"). No 
single compartment shall comprise more than twenty percent (20%) of the total available flotation volume. 

(2) Hull Type Flotation. The hull shall be fitted with at least one (1) longitudinal head and two (2) transverse bulk- 
heads. No compartment shall comprise more than twenty percent (20%) of total available flotation volume. Hull type flota- 
tion with less than two (2) transverse bulkheads may be utilized upon démonstration that the structure will remain afioat with 
one (1) compartment flooded. If construction materials are utilized which make the possibility of rupture of the hull ex- 
tremely remote, the county may waive this requirement. 

(3) Flotation Devices. The extemal surfaces of ail flotation devices shall be watertight and thoroughly protected 
from corrosion from sait water, solvents and weather. Flotation devices shall be constructed so that access to each compart- 
ment is readily available from the first floor level of the completed floating home. Flotation devices shall be structurally 
Sound and securely fastened to the main houseboat structure as approved by the officiais. 

(4) Bilge Pump. Where permanent type of flotation, such as styrofoam or plastic foam is not provided, a portable 
bilge pump shall be maintained in proper working order. Bilge pump size and installation shall be approved by the building 
inspection division. Bilge pump shall discharge into sewer in an approved manner. 

(5) Cross Connection. A cross connection is any connection or arrangement, physical or otherwise, between a pota- 
ble water supply System and any plumbing fixture or any tank, réceptacle, equipment or device through which it may be pos- 
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sible for nonpotable, used, unclean, poUuted and contaminated water, or other substances to enter into any part of such pota- 
ble water system under any condition. Cross connections are prohibited. 

(y) Pire Prévention. Each floating home shall maintain, on board, at least one ten (10) pound (or équivalent) ail purpose 
dry chemical fire extinguisher for each separate level of floor of habitable living space. 

(z) Life Saving Equipment. Suitable accessible storage shall be provided on deck for the storage of life preservers, and 
life buoys or other coast guard approved life saving devices. 

(aa) Garbage Disposai. No garbage as defined in this code shall be discharged overboard, but shall be contained in a ro- 
dent and leak-proof container with a tight-fitting cover and disposed of in an approved refuse disposai site. 

(bb) Occupancy Permits. AU owners of floating homes moored in Sonoma County shall apply for and obtain an occu- 
pancy permit prior to occupancy. Following the inspection of a floating home for an occupancy permit, the owner will be 
advised of any deficiencies that must be corrected and of applicable building permits that may be required. 

(ce) Restrictions. It shall be illégal to inhabit, occupy, moor, lease, rent or sell any floating home which does not comply 
with the provisions of this chapter. 

(dd) Household Occupancy Permits, Form, Fee. Ail applications for occupancy permits shall be in writing on a form sup- 
plied by the Sonoma County health department and shall be accompanied by the required fee. 

(ee) Contents of Applications. Ail applications shall, as nearly as possible, contain the following information: 

(1) The size, type and location of the vessel for which the permit is sought; 

(2) The number of people to be accommodated on board; 

(3) Ail provisions that hâve been made for disposai of sewage by connection to an approved shore-side sewage dis- 
posai System; 

(4) Ail provisions that hâve been made for connection of shore-side utilities; 

(5) Such other information as the director of permit and resource management department may deem necessary to 
effectuate the provision of this section. 

(ff) Issuance. If the chief building officiai, after investigation, détermines that suitable provisions hâve been made for the 
disposai of sewage and connection of shore-side utilities, and that occupancy of the vessel for which the permit is requested 
will not create a hazard to health, welfare or safety of the occupants thereof or the community in gênerai, he/she shall issue a 
permit. Ail permits may be made subject to such conditions as the chief building officiai deems appropriate to insure compli- 
ance with the provisions of this section. 

(gg) Posting. Permits shall be permanently posted and maintained upon the vessel in a conspicuous location. 

The registration number of the occupancy permit shall be affixed to the vessel in letters and numbers four inches (4") in 
height and clearly visible in the vicinity of the main entrance. 

(hh) Term-Renewal. AU permits issued hereunder shall be effective for aperiod of one (1) calendar year, provided how- 
ever, that any material change in the conditions shown upon the application or any change in ownership or location of the 
vessel shall revoke the permit. Permits may be renewed by resubmission of an appropriate application and payment of fées. 

(il) Inspections-Révocation. The chief building officiai shall hâve authority, with the owner 's consent, to board and/or 
inspect any vessel when he has reasonable cause to believe that the vessel is occupied in violation of the provisions hereof 
The chief building officiai shall hâve the right to order the floating home vacated within ten (10) days and shall hâve the 
right to revoke any permit granted hereunder in the event that he ascertains that the permittee, or any occupant of the vessel, 
is acting in contravention of any of the provisions hereof, or if it is deemed to be a substandard floating home. 

(jj) Appeal. In the event that any apphcant or permittee is for any reason dissatisfied with the action of the chief building 
officiai by reason of failure to grant a permit, the order to vacate, revocation of a permit, or imposition of any conditions 
reiating to the permit, the applicant or permittee shall hâve the right to appeal to the board of supervisors, in writing, within 
ten (10) days after notification of action of the health officer. Upon receipt of an appeal the board of supervisors shall call a 
hearing within thirty (30) days from receipt of the appeal and give the applicant notice thereof by registered or certified mail 
addressed to the appellant at the address shown on the application or permit. At the conclusion of the hearing, the board of 
supervisors shall render a décision, which décision shall be final. 

(kk) Approval by Permit and Resource Management Department. No permit shall be issued until the Sonoma County 
permit and resource management department has determined that the vessel for which the application is made substantially 
compiles with the provisions contained in this chapter of the code of the county of Sonoma. (Ord. 5754 § l(m), 2007: Ord. 
No. 5167 § 1(1), 1999; Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 
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Sec. 7-18. Local conditions. 

Modifications to the building standards in the referenced codes are made pursuant to the authority granted in the Califor- 
nia Health and Safety Code Section 1 7958.7 and 1 8941 .5 based on local climatic, geographical or topographical conditions. 
A copy of the findings for such modifications is on file with the Sonoma County clerk of the board. (Ord. 5754 § l(n), 2007: 
Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Sec. 7-19. Définitions. 

Whenever any of the following names or terms are used herein or in any codes adopted by référence by this chapter, 
unless the context directs otherwise, such names or terms so used shall hâve the meaning ascribed thereto by this section as 
follows: 

(a) "Building Officiai," "chief building officiai," "chief electrical inspector," "administrative authority" and similar réf- 
érences to a chief administrative position means the director of permit and resource management department of the county of 
Sonoma or his or her désignée; provided, however, that where such terms are used in conjunction with those duties imposed 
upon the public health- officer, and terms shall mean the public health officer of Sonoma County. 

(b) The "building division," "electrical division" or "plumbing division" means the permit and resource management 
department of the county of Sonoma. 

(c) "City" means the county of Sonoma when referring to a political entity, or an unincorporated area of said county. 

(d) "City clerk" means county clerk and/or ex-officio clerk of the board of supervisors. 

(e) "City council" or "mayor" means the board of supervisors of the county of Sonoma. 

(f) "Board of appeals" means the local appeals board and housing appeals board provided for in Section 7-3 of this chap- 
ter. 

(g) "California Building Code" means the régulations adopted by the Califomia Building Standards Commission in Cali- 
fornia Code of Régulations, Title 24, Part 2, 2006 International Building Code, published by the International Code Council, 
with necessary Califomia amendments. 

(h) "Califomia Building Standards Administrative Code" means the régulations adopted by the Califomia Building Stan- 
dards Commission in Califomia Code of Régulations, Title 24, Part 1, 2007 Califomia Building Standards Administrative 
Code, which incorporate by adoption the 2007 édition of the Califomia Administrative Code published by the International 
Code Council. 

(i) "Califomia Electrical Code" means the régulations adopted by the Califomia Building Standards Commission in Cali- 
fornia Code of Régulations, Title 24, Part 3, Califomia Electrical Code, which incorporate by adoption the 2005 édition of 
the National Electric Code, with necessary Califomia amendments. 

(j) "Califomia Energy Code" means the régulations adopted by the Califomia Building Standards Commission in Cali- 
fornia Code of Régulations, Title 24, Part 6, 2007 Califomia Energy Code, which incorporate by adoption the 1 997 édition 
of the Model Energy Code of the International Code Council, with necessary California amendments. 

(k) "Califomia Pire Code" means the régulations adopted by the Califomia Building Standards Commission in Califomia 
Code of Régulations, Title 24, Part 9, 2007 California Pire Code, which incorporate by adoption the édition of the Uniform 
Pire Code of the International Pire Code Institute, with necessary Califomia amendments. 

(1) "Califomia Historical Building Code" means the régulations adopted by the Califomia Building Standards Commis- 
sion in Califomia Code of Régulations, Title 24, Part 8, 2007 Califomia Historical Building Code. 

(m) "Califomia Mechanical Code" means the régulations adopted by the Califomia Building Standards Commission in 
Califomia Code of Régulations, Title 24, Part 4, 2007 Califomia Mechanical Code, which incorporate by adoption the 2006 
édition of the Uniform Mechanical Code published by Intemational Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officiais, with 
necessary Califomia amendments. 

(n) "Califomia Plumbing Code" means the régulations adopted by the Califomia Building Standards Commission in 
California Code of Régulations, Title 24, Part 5, 2007 Califomia Plumbing Code, which incorporate by adoption the 2006 
édition of the Uniform Plumbing Code published by the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officiais, 
with necessary California amendments. 

(o) "Califomia Referenced Standards Code" means the régulations adopted by the Califomia Building Standards Com- 
mission in California Code of Régulations, Title 24, Part 12, 2007 Califomia Referenced Standards Code. (Ord. 5754 § l(o), 
2007: Ord. No. 5581 § 1, 2005: Ord. No. 5374 § l(b), 2002; Ord. No. 5167 § l(m), 1999: Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 
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Sec. 7-20. Examination of codes. 

One (1) copy of each of the codes adopted by référence in this chapter hâve heretofore been filed with the clerk of the 
board of supervisors and shall be maintained for use and examination by the public in the office of the clerk of the board of 
supervisors. (Ord. No. 4906 § 3, 1995.) 

Article III. Penalties, Violations and Abatement. 

Sec. 7-21. Penalties. 

(a) The director of permit and resource management department and the director's authorized agents and/or employées 
are authorized to issue citations for violation of any regulatory provisions of this chapter. 

(b) Any person, firm or corporation or agency, or employée of any person, firm or corporation or agency who violâtes or 
knowingly permits violation of any regulatory provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a public offense. The first and each 
subséquent conviction shall be a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00) or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
Each person, firm or corporation or agency or employée thereof shall be guilty of a separate offense for each day, or any 
portion thereof, during which any violation of this chapter is committed, continued or permitted and shall be punished ac- 
cordingly. 

(c) Every violation of any regulatory provisions of this chapter is declared to be a public nuisance and the district attor- 
ney or county counsel of Sonoma County shall take such action as he may deem necessary to abate the same. (Ord. No. 4906 
§3 (part), 1995.) 

Sec. 7-22. Severability. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this chapter is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or inva- 
lid, such décision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this chapter. The board of supervisors déclares that 
it would hâve passed this chapter and every section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact 
that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared unconstitutional or invalid. (Ord. No. 
4906 § 3 (part), 1995.) 

Article IV. Private Actions for Damage Caused 
by Unpermitted Placement of Fill 
Within Flood-Prone Urban Areas. 

Sec. 7-30. Right to Institute civil proceedings. 

Any person whose property is damaged by the unpermitted placement of fill within a flood-prone urban area, may insti- 
tute a civil proceeding for injunctive relief, money damages and whatever other relief the court deems appropriate. (Ord. No. 
4906 § 3 (part), 1995.) 

Sec. 7-31 . Relief to be granted. 

In any action hereunder, relief shall be granted upon a showing of damage to property which results from unpermitted 
placement of fill within a flood-prone urban area, for which a grading permit is required pursuant to Section 7-13 of this 
code. (Ord. No. 4906 § 3 (part), 1995.) 

Sec. 7-32. Attorney's fées to be awarded. 

Upon motion, a court shall award reasonable attorney's fées to a successful party who brings an action hereunder. The 
remedy available under this article shall be in addition to any other existing remédies which may be available. (Ord. No. 
4906 § 3 (part), 1995.) 
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REGULATIONS FOR LIMITED DENSITY 
OWNER-BUILT RUR.\L D\\'ELLINGS 

CHAPtER 7A 
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§ 7A-2 Purpose. 

§ 7A-3 Iment and application. 

§ 7A-4 Exisiing buildings. 

§ 7A-5 Amendmenis to inscre compliance. 

§ 7A-6 Abaiemeni of substandard buildings. 
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§ 7A-8 Recordation of owner-built rural dweliine. 
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§ 7A-14 Plans. 

§ 7A- 15 Waiver of plans. 

§ 7A-I6 Modificaiions. 
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§ 7A- 1 9 Issuance of inspections. 

§ 7A-20 Spécial inspections. 

§ 7A-21 Inspection waivers. 

§ 7A-22 Inspection requests and notice. 

§ 7A-23 Certificaie of occupancy. 

§ 7A-24 Temporary occupancy. 

§ 7A-25 Fées. 

§ 7A-26 Définitions. 

§ 7A-27 General requirexnents. 

§ 7A-28 Inteni of gênerai requirements. 
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§ 7A-30 Construction requirements. 

§ 7A-3 1 Sanitation requirements. 
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§ 7A-33 Sanitation facilities. 

§7A-34 Waiersupply. 



Sec.7A-1. Title. 

This section shall be known and may be cited as the Régulations for Limited Density Owner-Buiit Rural Dweilings. (Ord. No. 
2875.). 

Sec.7A-2. Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide minimum requirements for the protection of life, limb, heaith, propeny, safety, and 
welfare of the gênerai public and the owners and occupants of limited density owner-bmli rural dweilings and appunenant 
structures. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-3. intent and application. 

The provisions of this chapter shall appiy to the construction, enlargement, conversion, altération, repair, use, maintenance, 
and occupancy of limited density owner-built rural dweilings and appunenant struaures. 
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It is the intent of this chapter that the requirements contained herein shall appiy to seasonaJly or permanently occupied 
dweiiings, hunting shelters, guest cottages, vacation homes and recreationai sheiters iocated in rural areas. 

Owner-built rural dweiiings siiall be permitted oniy on parceis of at least 20 acres in size wiiich parcels are designated in the 
Sonoma Counry General Plan as Undeveloped, General Agriculture, Orchards & Vineyards. 

Construction shail be iimited to one single famiiy dweiiing unit per parcel of land as shown on the Assessors Parcel Maps. 
(Ord. No- 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-4. Existing buildings. 

The provisions of this chapter regulating the érection and construction of dweiiings and appurtenant structures shall not apply 
to existing structures as to which construction is commenced or approved prior to the effective date of this chapter. Requirements 
reiating to use, maintenance, and occupancy shall apply to aîl dweiiings and appurtenant structures approved for construction or 
constructed before or after the effective date of this chapter. 

Existing structures shall be issued a Certif icate of Occupancy by the Building Inspection Depanment upon meeting the require- 
ments of this section. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-5. Amendments to insure compliance. 

For the purposes of this chapter the sale, lease, renting or employée occupancy of owner-built structures within three years of 
the issuance of a Certificaie of- Occupancy shall be presimiptive évidence that the structiire was ereaed for the purpose of saie, 
lease or renting. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-6. Abatemeni oi substandard buildings. 

Ail structures or portions thereof which are determined by the enforcing agency to constitute a substandard building shall be 
declared to be a public nuisance and shail be abated by repair, rehabilitation, or removal in accordançe with Health and Safety 
Code Seaions 17980 through 17995 of this subseaion. In cases of extrême hardship to owner-occupants of the dweiiings, the 
appropriate local body should provide for déferrai of the effective date of orders of abaiement. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-7. Board of appeals for iimited density owner-built dweiiing régulations. 

Composition: The Board of Appeals shall consist of five (5) members: one civil engineer, one sanitarian, one owner-buildei, 
one altemate energ>- consultant, and one person-ai-large. The Board of Appeals shail be appoinied by and serve at the pieasure of 
the Sonoma Couniy Board of Supervisors. The building officiai or designate should be the secretary of the Board of Appeals, 
without voting privilège. 

Funaion and Authority: The Board of Appeals shall adopt reasonable rules and reguiadons for conducting its invesdgations 
and render ail décisions and findings in writing to the appropriate administrative authority. The Board shail aiso keep a record of 
ail interprétations, décisions and findings rendered by said Board or obtained by the Board from the State Commission of 
Housing and Commimity Development and shall provide notice to the appellant of the Board 's décision. Such records shall be 
availabîe for review by the public or any govemmental agency. The Board may rule in matters of interprétation and application of 
owner-built housing régulations, the suitabiiity of altemate materiais and methods of construction. Board décisions shail be in 
conformance with any applicable siate or local statute or régulations. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-8. Recordation of owner-built rural dweiiing. 

The Building Inspection Department shall record with the coimty recorder a "Cenificate of Occupancy" for iimited density 
owner-built rural dweUing upon approval of final inspection. (Ord. No. 2875.) 
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OWNER-BUILT RURAL DWELLINGS 



Sec. 7A-9. Constitutionai and statutory validîty. 

It is the express purpose of this chapter to conform the régulations regarding ihe construction and use of limited density rural 
owner-built dwellings and appurtenant stniaures to the requirements of Article 1 , Section 1 , of the California State Constitution^ 
and the statutes of the State of California. If any section, subseciion, sentence, clause, or phrase of this chapter is, for any reason, 
held to be unconstitutional or contrary to California statutes, such ruling shall not affect the vaiidity of the remaining portions of 
this chapter. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec.7A-10. Violations. 

The critical concern in the promulgation of this chapter is to provide for heaith and safety while maintaining respea for the law 
and voiuntary compliance with the provisions of this chapter, and therefore, in the event that an order to correa a substandard 
condition is ignored, it is the intent of this section that civil abatement procédures should be the first remedy pursued by the 
enforcement agency. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec.7A-11. Permits. 

Permits shall be required for the construction of rural dv^eUings and appurtenant structures. 

Exemptions: Permits shall not be required for small or unimportant work, or altérations or repairs that do not présent a heaith 
or safety hazard, and which are in confonnance with local zoning requirements or property standards. The détermination, if any, 
of what work is properly ciassified as smail or unimportant or without relation to heaith and safety hazards is to be made by the 
appropriate local agendes. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec.7A-12. Issuance. 

The application, pians, and other data fîled by an appiicant for a permit shall be reviewed by the appropriate enforcement 
agency to verify compliance with the provisions of this article. Where the enforcement agency détermines that the permit applica- 
tions and other data indicaies that the struaure(s) will comply with the provisions of this anide, the agency shall issue a permit 
therefore to the appiicant. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec.7A-13. Application. 

To obtain a permit, the appiicant shall first file an application therefore with the designated enforcement agency. Permit 
applications shall contain the following information: (1) name and mailing address of the appiicant; (2) address and location of 
the proposed stniaure(s); (3) a gênerai description of the struaure(s) which shall include mechanical installations with ail ciear- 
ances and venting procédures detailed, electrical installations, foundation, struaural, and construction détails; (4) a plot plan 
indicating the location of the dwelling in relation to property Unes, other structures, sanitation and bathing fadlities, water 
resources, and water ways; (5) approval for the installation of a private sewage disposai system or alternate waste disposai means 
from the local heaith enforcement agency; (6) a stipulation by the appiicant that the building or struaure is to be owner-built; (7) 
the signature of the owner or authorized agent; (8) the use or occupancy for which the work is intended; (9) and any other data or 
information as may be required by statute or régulation. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec.7A-14. Plans. 

Plans shall consist of a gênerai description of the structure(s), inciuding ail necessary information to faciiitate a reasonable 
judgment of conformance by the enforcing agency. This may include a simplified diagram of the floor plan, structurai cross- 
section and site élévation in order to détermine the appropriate dimensions of structural members. Architeaurai drawings and 
struaural analyses shall not be required except for structures of compiex design or unusual conditions for which the enforcement 
agency cannot make a reasonable judgment of conformance to this chapter based upon the gênerai description and simplified 
plan(s). (Ord. No. 2875.) 



7-19 



§ "A-15 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § lA-22 

Sec.7A-15. Waiverof pians, ^^ 

The enforcement agency may wai ve the submission of any plans if the agency fînds thaï the naiure of ihe work appiied fer is 
such ihat the reviewing of plans is not necessar>- ro obiain compiiance with this chapier. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec.7A-16. Modifications. 

Modifications to the design, materiais, and methods of construction are permitted, provided that the siniCTuraî integrity of the 
building or structure is maintained, the building continues to conform to the provisions of this chapter and the enforcement 
agency is notified in writing of the iniended modification. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

S€C.7A-17. Permit vaiîdity. 

Permits shall be valid, without renewal, for a minimum period of three years. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec.7A-18. inspections. 

Ail construction or work for which a permit is required may be subject to inspection by the designaied enforcement agenc\'. 
(Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec.7A>19. issuance of inspections. 

An inspection of the building or structure(s) shall be conducted af ter the struCTxire(s) is compieted and ready for occupancy, in 
order to détermine compiiance with the provisions of this chapter. Structures of conventional or simple constniaion shall be 
inspected at a single inspection. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec.7A-20. Spécial inspections. 

Additional inspections may be conduaed under the following circumstances: An inspection may be conduaed where there \s a 
reasonable expectation that the footing will be subjected to serious venical or latéral movement due to unstable soil conditions; or 
the application indicates that interior wail coverings or construction éléments will conceal underiying construction, electricai or 
mechanical Systems; or where an unconventional construction method is indicated which would preciude examination ai a single 
inspecdon. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec 7A-21. Inspection wai vers. 

Inspections may be waived by the enforcement agency for structures which do not contain electricai or mechanical installations 
or for altérations, addinons, modifications or repairs that do not invoive electricai or mechanical installations; or where the 
applicant stipulâtes in writing that the work has been conducted in compiiance \\ith the permit application and the provisions of 
this chapter. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec 7A*22. Inspection requests and notice. 

It siiail be the duty of the applicant to notify the enforcement agency that the construaion is ready for inspection and to 
provide access to the premises. Inspeaions shall be requested by the applicant at least (48) hours in advance of the intended 
inspection. lî shall be the duty of the enforcement agency to notify or inform the applicant of the day during which inspection is 
to be conduaed. (Ord. No. 2875.) 
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Sec. 7A-23. Certificate of occupancy. 

AflCT the stnictare(s) is completed for occupancy and any inspections which hâve been required by the enforcing agency 
hâve been conducted, and woik spproved, the enforcement agency shall issue a certifïcate of occupancy for such 
dwelling(s) and appartenant stnicture(s) which comply with the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-24. Temporary occupancy. 

The use and occupancy of a portion or portions of a dwelling or appartenant stiucture prior to the completion of the 
entire sliucluie shall be allowôl, provided that approved sanitary fecilities aie available at the site, and that the wcnk 
completed does not cieate any condition to an extent that endangers life, heaith, or safety of the public or occupants. 
The occiQ)ants of any such unccxnpleted structure shall assume sole responsîbility for the occupancy of the structure 
or portion thereof. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-25. Fees. 

Fées may be required and collected by the enforcement agency to provide for the cost of administering the provisions 
of this chapter. It is the intent of this chapter that permit and inspection fee schedules be established to reflect the actual 
inspection and administrative cost resulting from the application of this chapter. (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-26. Définitions. 

a. EnfcHcing/EnfcKcement Agency. "Enforcing or enforcement agency" shall mean the permit and resource 
management dqjartment, onless otherwise specifically noted. 

b. Greywater. **Gre3rwatBr" shall include ail domestic waste water obtained from the drainage of showers, bathtubs, 
kitchen sinks, lavatories, and laundiy facilities, exclusive of water utilized for the transport and disposai of body 
eliminaticms. 

c. Limited Dwisity Rural Dwelling. "Limited density rural dwelling" is any structure consisting of one or more 
habitable looms intended or designed to be occupied by one fiamily with facilities for living and sleeping, with use 
restricted to rural areas that fulfîlls tfie requirements of this chapter. 

d. Owner-Buiit 

(a) "OwnCT-built'' shall mean constructed by any person or family who acts as the gênerai contiactor for, or as 
the |H0vider of part or aU of the labor necessary to build housing to be occupied as the princq^al résidence of that person 
or family, and not intended for sale, lease, rent or employée occupancy. 

(b) For the puiposes of this chuter, the sale, lease, lenting or employée occupancy of owner-built structures within 
three (3) years of the issuance of a certificate of occupancy shall be presumptive évidence that the structure was erected 
for the purpose of sale, lease or renting. 

e. Rural. For Ûie purposes of this chuter only, "rural" shall mean tiiose unincorporated areas of counties designated 
and 2X>ned by the ^propriate local agency for the application of this chapter. Suitable areas may include those wherein 
the prédominant land usage is agricultural and undeveloped. 

f. Sound Structural Condition. A structure shall be considered to be in ""sound structural condition" when it is 
omstnicted and maintained in substantial conformance with accepted construction principles, technical codes, ex* 
performance criteria which provide minimum standards for the stressing of structural members; footing sizes when related 
to major load-bearing points; inoper support of load-bearing members; nailing schedules where essential to gênerai 
structural integrity; and provisions for adéquate egress, ventilation, sanitation, and fire safety. Conditions which would 
not render a structure unsound are the minor deflections or elasticity of structural members, ceiling heights, size or 
arrangement of rooms, heating, plumbing, and electiification requirements, alternative maierials, ajçiiances or facilities, 
or methods of construction, or building designs that perform to protect health and safety for the application and purpose 
intended, and any other provisions of this chapter regulating the construction, use and occupancy of dwellings and 
^purtenant structures. 
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g. Substandaiti Building. A "substandard building" is a structure or portion thereof in which there exists any condition 
to an ext»it tfiat endangors the life, limb, health, or safety of the occupants. Excepi as amended by the provisions of 
this chuter. Chuter 10 of the Uniform Housing Code, 1976 Edition, as published by ICBO, shall be the determining 
criteda far oxnpliance with the standards of this chapter and the defining of a substandaid building. (OnL No. 4906 
§ 4(A), 1995; OnL No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-27. General requirements. 

Each structore shall be constructed and maintained in a sound structural condition to be safe and sanitaiy, and to ^elter 
the occupants from aie éléments. (OnL No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-28. Intent of gênerai requirements. 

It shaU be the purpose and intent of this chuter to permit the use of ingenuity and préférences of the builder, and 
to allow and £acilitate the use of alternatives to the spécifications prescribed by the Uniform Technical Codes to tiie 
extent that a reasonable degree of health and safety is provided by such alternatives, and that the materials, methods 
of construction, and structural integrity of tiie structure shall perform in application for the purpose intended. To provide 
for tiie i^Iication of this chuter, it shall be necessary for the enforcement agency to exercise reasonable judgment in 
det^mining the compliance of ^propriate structures with the gênerai and spécifie requirements of this article. (OnL 
No- 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-29. Technical codes to be a t)asis of approval. 

Except as othowise required by this diapter, dwellings and appurtenant structures constructed pursuant to this part 
need not ccxiform with the construction requirements prescribed by the latest applicable éditions of the Uniform Building, 
Plnmbing, and Mechanical Codes, fte National Electrical Code, or other applicable technical codes; however, it is not 
the intent ai this section to disregard nationally accepted technical and scientific principles relating to design, materials, 
methods of constraction, and structural requirements for the érection and construction of dwelling and appurtenant 
structures as are oxitained in the Uniform Technical Codes. Such codes shall be a basis for approvaL (Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-30. Construction requirements. 

a. Structural Requiremoits. Buildings or structures constructed pursuant to this ciu^ter may be of any type of 
constructicKi which will provide for a sound structural condition. Structural hazards which resuit in an unsound condition 
and which may constitute a substandard building aie deiineated by Section 1001 (c), Uniform Housing Code (most récent 
édition). 

b. FoundaHons. Pier foundalions, stone masonry footings and f oundations, pressure treated lumber, pôles, or équivalent 
foundation materials or designs may be used provided that the bearing and latéral stability is suffîcient for the purpose 
intended. 

c. Materials. Owner-produced or used materials and appliances may be utilized unless found not to be of suffîcient 
strraigth or dmabili^ to perform the intended fiinction; owner-produced c»* used lumber or shakes and shingles may be 
utilized unless found to contain dry rot, excessive splitting, or other defects obviously lendering the material unfit in 
stcength ot durabiUty for tiie intended purpose. 

d. Mechanical Requirements. Fireplaces and heating and cooking s^pliances and gas piping installed in buildings 
constructed pursuant to this chapter shall be installed and vented in accordance with the requirements of Ch:q)ter 37 
of the Uniform Building Code and Chs^ter 9 of the Uniform Mechanical Code and Chapter 12 of the Uniform Plumbing 
Code. Altemate materials and methods of venting shall be permitted if substantially équivalent in safety and durability. 
The latest édition of the varions codes shall apply. 

e. Heating Capacity. A heating facility or appliance shaU be installed in each dwelling subject to the provisions of 
this chapter; however, there ^lall be no specîfied requiiement for heating capacity or température maintenance. The use 
of a solid fuel or solar heating device shall be deemed as complying with the requirements of tfiis section. If non-ienew- 
able fuel is used in thèse dwellings, rooms so heated shall meet current insulation standards. 
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f . Electrical Requirements. No dwelling or appurtenant structure constnicted pursuant to this chapter shall be required 
to be connected to a source of electrical power, or wired, or otherwise fitted for electrifïcation, except as set foiîh in 
Section 7A-30. g. 

g. Installation Requirements. Where electrical wiring cr ^pliances are installed, they shall be installed in accordance 
witfi tiie provisions of the National Electrical Code adopted by the State Housing and Commonity Development 
Commission for single family dwellings. 

Excepticms to Installation Requirements. &i structures where electrical usage is confined to one or more nx>ms of a 
structure, the remainder of the structure shall not be required to be wired or otherwise fîtted for electrifîcation unless 
the enforcement agoicy détermines that electrical demands are expected to exceed the confinement and capacity of that 
room(s). fo such instances, aie enforcement agency may require forther electrij^cation of the structure. 

It is the int^t of this subsection to apply to buildings in i^ch there exists a wozkshop, kitchen, or other single room 
which may xequire electrifîcation, and where theie is no expectation of finther electrical demand. TTie enforcementagency 
shall, at tiie time of a permit application or other ^propriate point, advise the applicant of the potential hazards of 
violating this section. 

Service Limit The main service equipmoit shall be limited in size to the intended load capaci^ of the installed 
electrical £acilities. 

h. Room Requirements. Tliere shall be no requirements for room dimensions provided that there is adéquate light 
and voitilation and adéquate means of egress. In single family dwellings not exceeding two storïes in height where, due 
to die location or to the sunounding terrain, emergency rescue from the exterior is not feasible, egress Windows ârom 
sleqnng spaces may be omitted when an additional doorway or an approved exit escape hatch is provided for egress 
firom such xooms. Tlie doorways provided shall open directly to the exterior of the building or shaU open onto corridors 
or passagew2^ which iead to individual exterior exits. The corridors or passageways provided shall not cross nor shall 
th^ foUow tihe same route in whole or in part of the building exterior. Approved exit escape hatches shall be installed 
in accordance with the terms of their spprovaï. 

£xcepti(xi: Openable Windows or exterior doors for emergency egress or rescue from sleeping rooms of a single-family 
dwelling may be cmiitted when such io(»ns are located on a mezzanine floor or loft area which is at least fifty percent 
(50%) qpen to the floor below. Such mezzanine or loft area shall hâve at least two (2) means of évacuation acceptable 
to the eÂforcing authority and may include stairways, ladders, escape hatches, or any other design or arrangement which 
wiU allow ^ress in the event of an emergency. (Ord. No. 275.) 

Sec. 7A-31. Sanîtation requirements. 

Sanitaticxi CaciUties, including the Qrpe, design, and number of facilities, as required and approved by the director of 
permit and xesources management department, shall be provided to the dwelling sites. It shaU not be required that such 
facilities be located within the dwelling. (Ord. No. 4906 § 4(B) (part), 1995; Ord. No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-32. Plumbing spécifications. 

Where conventional plumbing, in ail or in part, is installed within the structure, it shall be installed in accordance with 
theUniform Plumbing Code (latest édition). Alternative materials and methods shall be permitted provided that the design 
complies with the intent of the code, and that such alternatives shall perform to protect health and safety for the intended 
pmpose. (Ord- No. 2875.) 

Sec. 7A-33. Sanîtation facilities. 

A water closet shaU not be required when an altemate System is provided and has been approved by the director of 
permit and resources management department Where an alternative to the water closet is installed, a sysîem for the 
disposai or treatment of greywater shall be provided to the dwelling. Greywater Systems shall be designed according 
to water availability, use and discharge. The design, use, and maintenance standards of such Systems shall be the 
praogative of die director of permit and resources management department. 

A bathtub ot shower and a lavatory, or altemate bathing and washing facility approved by the director of permit and 
resources management department, shall be provided to the dwelling site. (Ord. No. 4906 § 4(B) (part), 1995; Ord. No. 
2875.) 
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Sec. 7A-34. Watersupply. ^jjf 

a. Potable Water. Potable water shall be available on the dwelling site, although such water need not be i^essurized. 
Quantity of water to be in accordance with lequirements established by aie diiector of pennit and resources management 
department Where water deliveiy is pressmîzed, appropriate piping shall be instalied in accordance wiâi the provisions 
of this chuter. 

b. Snpply fcH- Fire Fi^ting. A minimom storage of two thousand (2,000) gallons shall be available. Storage may 
be in taidss, swimming pools, ponds or other similar storage fadlities. (Qrd. No. 4906 § 4(B) (part), 1995; Ord. No. 
2875.) 
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Sec. 7B-1. Définitions. 



Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this chapter shall be interpreted so as to give them the mean- 
ing they hâve in common usage and to give this chapter its most reasonable application. 

"AppeaF' means a request for a review of the chief building official's interprétation of any provision of this chapter or a 
request for a variance. 

"Area of shallow flooding" means a designated AO Zone on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). The base flood 
depths range from one foot (!') to three feet (3'); a clearly defined channel does not exist; the path of flooding is unpredict- 
able and indeterminate; and, velocity flow may be évident. 

"Area of spécial flood hazard" means the land in the floodplain within a community subject to a one percent (1%) or 
greater chance of flooding in any given year. 

"Base flood" means the flood having a one percent (1%) chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. 

"Basement" means any area of the building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on ail sides. 

"Breakaway walls" are any type of walls, whether solid or lattice, and whether constructed of concrète, masonry, wood, 
métal, plastic or any other suitable building material which is not part of the structural support of the building and which is 
so designed as to breakaway under abnormally high tides or wave action without damage to the structural integrity of the 
building on which they are used or any buildings to which they might be carried by flood waters. 

"Coastal high hazard area" is the area subject to high velocity waters, including coastal and tidal inundation or tsunamis. 
The area is designated on a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) as Zone VE. 

"Development" means any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but not limited to, build- 
ings or other structures, mining, dredging, fiUing, grading, paving, excavation or drilling opérations or storage of equipment 
or materials, located within the area of spécial flood hazard. 

"Existing mobilehome park or mobilehome subdivision" means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two 
(2) or more mobilehome lots for rent or sale for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lot on which the mo- 
bilehome is to be afîïxed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, either final site grading or the pouring of con- 
crète pads, and the construction of streets) is completed before the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter. 

"Expansion to an existing mobilehome park or mobilehome subdivision" means the préparation of additional sites by the 
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the mobilehomes are to be affixed (including the installation of utili- 
ties, either final site grading or pouring of concrète pads, or the construction of streets). 

"Flood" or "flooding" means a gênerai and temporary condition of partial or complète inundation of normally dry land 
areas from: 
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(a) The overflow of inland or tidal waters; and/or 

(b) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 

"Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)" means the officiai map on which the Fédéral Insurance Administration has deline- 
ated the areas of flood hazards, floodways and/or the risk premium zones applicable to the community. 

"Flood Insurance Study" means the officiai report provided by the Fédéral Insurance Administration that includes flood 
profiles, the Flood Insurance Rate Map, and the water surface élévation of the base flood. 

"Floodproofmg" means any combination of structural and nonstructural additions, changes or adjustments to nonresiden- 
tial structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved property, water and sanitary facilities, 
structures and their contents. 

"Floodway" means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order 
to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface élévations more than one foot (!'). 

"Highest adjacent grade" means the highest natural élévation of the ground surface prior to construction next to the pro- 
posed walls of a structure. 

"Historié structure" means any structure that is: 

(a) Listed individually in the National Register or Historié Places (a listing maintained by the Department of Interior) or 
preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National 
Register; 

(b) Certifïed or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the historical significance of a 
registered historié district or a district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historié district; 

(c) Individually listed on a state inventory or historié places in states with historié préservation programs which hâve 
been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or 

(d) Individually listed on a local inventory of historié places in communities with historié préservation programs that 
hâve been certified either: 

(1) By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior, or 

(2) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs. 

"Lowest floor" means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An unfiiiished or flood résistant . 
enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access, or storage in an area other than a basement area is not con- 
sidered a building' s lowest floor; provided, that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the 
applicable nonelevation design requirements of this chapter. 

"Manufactured home" means a structure that is transportable in one (1) or more sections, built on a permanent châssis, or 
designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities. It does not include rec- 
reational vehicles or travel trailers. 

"Mean sea level" means, for purposes of the National Flood Insurance Program, the national geodetic vertical datum 
(NGVD) of 1929 or other datum, to which base flood élévations shown on a communities flood msurance rate map are refer- 
enced. 

"New construction" means, for the purpose of determining insurance rates, structures for which the start of construction 
commenced on or after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter and includes any subséquent improve- 
ments to such structures. For floodplain management purposes, "new construction" means structures for which the start of 
construction commenced on or after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter and includes any subséquent 
improvements to such structures. 

"New manufactured home park or manufactured home subdivision" means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land di- 
vided into two (2) or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale for which the construction of facilities for servicing the 
lot (including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, either final site grading or the pouring of concrète pads, and the con- 
struction of streets) is completed on or after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter. 

"Ready for highway use" describes a vehicle that is on its wheels or jacking System, is attached to a site only by quick 
discoimect type utilities and security devices, and has no permanently attached additions. 

"Recreational vehicle" means a vehicle that is: 

(a) Built on a single châssis; 

(b) Four hundred (400) square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection; 

(c) Designed to be self propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; and 

(d) Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, 
travel, or seasonal use. 
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Recreational vehicles are considered dwelling structures for the purposes of implementing this chapter. 

"Sand dunes" means naturally occurring accumulations of sand in ridges or mounds landward of the beach. 

"Start of construction'' includes substantial improvement, and means the date the building permit was issued, provided the 
actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, placement, or other improvement was within one hundred eighty ( 1 80) 
days of the permit date. The actual start means either the first placement of permanent construction of a structure on a site, 
such as the pouring of slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of 
excavation; or the placement of a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land prépa- 
ration, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it include 
excavation for a basement, footings, piers, or foundations or the érection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installa- 
tion on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main 
structure. For a substantial improvement, the actual start of construction means the first altération of any wall, ceiling, floor, 
or other structural part of a building, whether or not that altération affects the extemal dimensions of the building. 

"Structure" means a walled and roofed building or mobilehome that is principally above ground. 

"Substantial damage" means damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of restoring the structure to 
its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed fifty percent (50%) of the market value of the structure before the dam- 
age occurred. 

"Substantial improvement" means any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement of a structure, the 
cost of which equals or exceeds forty percent (40%) for residential structures and fifty percent (50%) for nonresidential 
structures of the market value of the structure before the start of construction of the improvement. This term includes struc- 
tures which hâve incurred substantial damage regardless of the value or actual cost of repair work performed. Any combina- 
tion of damage repair and improvement to the structure where the cost to repair the damage and construct the improvement 
equals or exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the market value of the structure before the start of construction of the improvement 
shall be considered substantial improvement. 

The term does not, however, include: 

(a) Any project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations of state or local health, sanitary or safety 
code spécifications which hâve been identified by the local code enforcement officiai and which are the minimum necessary 
to assure safe living conditions; 

(b) Any altération of a historié structure, provided that the altération will not preclude the structure' s continued désigna- 
tion as a historié structure; 

(c) Construction costs necessary to comply with federàlly màndated requirements, including, but not limited to, require- 
ments for handicap access for public and commercial buildings. 

The value of any work excluding damage repair to be performed under a building permit issued after January 1, 1994, 
shall be compared to the market value of the structure at the time of permit application to calculate the percentage of the 
work under the permit. This percentage figure shall be added to any successive building permits that may be issued within a 
subséquent three (3) year period. If the combined percentage of the work performed under the building permit or permits 
totals forty percent (40%) or more for residential structures and fifty percent (50%) or more for nonresidential structures, this 
work shall constitute a substantial improvement. 

"Variance" means a grant of relief firom the requirements of this chapter which permits construction in a manner that 
would otherwise be prohibited by this chapter. 

"Violation" means the failure of a structure or other development to be fiilly compilant with this chapter. A structure or 
other development shall be presumed to be in violation until the élévation certificate, other certifications, and ail other évi- 
dence of compliance is provided. (Ord. No. 5700 § 1, 2007; Ord. No. 5008 § 1, 1997; Ord. No. 4887 §§ 1, 2 and 3 (part), 
1995; Ord. No. 4852 §§ 2, 3, 1995; Ord. No. 4127 § 1, 1990: Ord. No. 3575 § 1, 1986.) 

Sec. 7B-2. Applicability. 

The Fédéral Emergency Management Agency's Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for the County of Sonoma dated September 
6, 2006, its accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Maps (FBFMs), also 
dated September 6, 2006, and ail subséquent amendments and/or revisions thereto, are hereby adopted by référence and de- 
clared to be a part of this chapter. This chapter applies to ail areas of spécial flood hazard identified in the FIS and its atten- 
dant maps, and to other areas recommended to the Board of Supervisors by the floodplain administrator. The FIS, FIRMs, 
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and FBFMs are on file at the Permit and Resource Management Department, 2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa CA 95403. 
(Ord. No. 5681 § 1, 2006: Ord. No. 2918 § 3.) 

Sec. 7B-3. Warning and disclaimer of liability. 

The degree of flood protection required by this chapter is considered reasonable for regulatory purposes and is based on 
scientific and engineering considérations. Larger floods can and will occur on rare occasions. Flood heights may be in- 
creased by man made or natural causes. This chapter does not imply that land outside the areas of spécial flood hazards or 
uses permitted within such areas will be free from flooding or flood damages. This chapter shall not create liability on the 
part of the county of Sonoma, any officer or employée thereof, the state of California, or the Fédéral Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency, for any flood damages that resuit from reliance on this chapter or any administrative décision lawfully made 
hereunder. (Ord. No. 5700 § 1, 2007.) 

Sec. 7B-4. Compliance. 

No structure or land shall hereafter be constructed, located, extended, converted or altered without full compliance with 
the terms of this chapter and other applicable régulations. (Ord. No. 2918 § 3.) 

Sec. 7B-4.5. Pre-abatement compliance investigations. 

Any improvements upon a parcel which, pursuant to Fédéral Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) records, was 
claimed by the owner to hâve been damaged, for which there is probable cause to believe reconstruction or rehabilitation was 
undertaken, and for which an appropriate permit authorizing reconstruction does not exist, shall be presumed to be unlawful 
and subject to referral for abatement proceedings. The assessed owner shall be provided with notice of the rebuttable pre- 
sumption of unlawful construction and afforded thirty (30) days to contact Sonoma County permit and resource management 
department to schedule a hearing to ascertain the permit status of the property. Appearance at the informai hearing shall ex- 
tinguish the presumption, and be superseded by the findings of a de novo administrative hearing. The permit and resource 
management department shall hold the informai fact-finding hearing within thirty (30) working days after a request for a 
hearing is made. In the event findings are made that unlawful construction has taken place, or, in the event that an affected 
property owner does not request a de novo fact-finding hearing, appropriate abatement proceedings shall be commenced by 
the code enforcement division forthwith. (Ord. No. 4887 § 5, 1995: Ord. No. 4111 § 2, 1989.) 

Sec. 7B-5. Permit required. 

AU required building, grading, drainage, and similar permits shall be obtained before construction or development, in- 
cluding improvements, additions or repairs to existing structures, and the placement of manufactured homes, begins within 
any area of spécial flood hazard established in Section 7B-2. Application for a permit shall be made on forms fumished by 
the chief building officiai and may include, but not be limited to: plans in duplicate drawn to scale showing the nature, loca- 
tion, dimensions and élévations of the area in question; existing or proposed structures, fill, storage of materials, drainage 
facilities; and the location of the foregoing. Specifically, the following information is required: 

(1) Elévation in relation to mean sea level, of the lowest floor (including basement) of ail structures; 

(2) Elévation in relation to mean sea level to which any structure has been floodproofed; 

(3 ) Certification by a registered professional engineer or architect licensed in the state of California that the floodproof- 
ing methods for any nonresidential structure meet the floodproofing criteria in this chapter; 

(4) Description of the extent to which any water course will be altered or relocated as a resuit of proposed development; 
and 

(5) Proof that before the onset of construction or development, ail necessary permits will be received from those gov- 
errmiental agencies Irom which approval is required by fédéral and state law, including Section 404 of the Fédéral Water 
Polludon Control Act Amendments of 1972, 33 U.S.C. § 1334. (Ord. No. 5700 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 4127 § 2, 1990: Ord. No. 
4083, 1989.) 
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Sec. 7B-6. Administrator. 

The chief building officiai or désignée is appointed to administer and impiement this chapter by granting or denying de- 
velopment permit applications in accordance with its provisions. (Ord. No. 4887 § 6 (part), 1995: Ord. No. 2918 § 3.) 

Sec. 7B-7. Responsibilities of chief building officiai or désignée. 

Duties of the chief building officiai or désignée shall include: 

(a) Permit Review. 

(1) Review ail permits to détermine that the permit requirements of this chapter hâve been satisfied; 

(2) Review ail permits to détermine if the proposed development would adversely afifect the flood-carrying capacity 
of the area of spécial flood hazard. For purposes of this chapter, "adversely affect" means that the cumulative effect of the 
proposed development when combined with ail other existing and anticipated development would increase the water surface 
élévation of the base flood more than one foot (F) at any point; 

(3) Review ail permits to détermine if ail other required state and fédéral permits hâve been obtained. 

(b) Use of Other Base Flood Data. When base flood élévation data has not been provided in accordance with Section 7B- 
2, the chief building officiai shall obtain, review and utilize any base flood élévation data available from a fédéral, state, 
county or other source, in order to administer this chapter. 

(c) Information to be Obtained and Maintained. 

( 1 ) Obtain and record the actual élévation (in relation to mean sea level) of the lowest floor (including basement) of 
ail new or substantially improved structures; 

(2) For ail new or substantially improved flood proofed structures: 

(i) Verify and record the actual élévation of flood proofing (in relation to mean sea level), 

(ii) Maintain the flood proofing certifications required in Section 7B-5, 

(iii) Maintain for public inspection ail records pertaining to the provisions of this chapter. 

(d) Altération of Watercourses. Require that maintenance is provided within any altered or relocated portion of a water- 
course so that the flood-carrying capacity is not diminished. Notify adjacent communities and the Califomia Department of 
Water Resources prior to such altération or relocation of a watercourse, and submit évidence of such notification to the Féd- 
éral Emergency Management Agency. 

(e) Interprétation of FIRM Boundaries. Make interprétations where needed, as to the exact location of the boundaries of 
the areas of spécial flood hazards (for example, where there appears to be a conflict between a mapped boundary and actual 
field conditions). The person contesting the location of the boundary shall be given a reasonable opportunity to appeal the 
interprétation as hereinafter provided. 

(f) Base flood élévations may increase or decrease resulting irom physical changes affecting flooding conditions. As 
soon as practicable, but not later than six (6) months after the date such information becomes available, the county of So- 
noma shall notify the administrator of the changes by submitting technical or scientific data in accordance with this part. 
Such a submission is necessary so that upon confirmation of those physical changes affecting flooding conditions, risk pre- 
mium rates and flood plain management requirements will be based upon current data. (Ord. No. 5700 § 1, 2007; Ord. No. 
4887 § 6 (part), 1995: Ord. No. 4127 § 3, 1990: Ord. No. 4083, 1989.) 

Sec. 7B-8. Variance procédure. 

(a) The chief building officiai shall hear and décide appeals and requests for variances fi-om the requirements of this 
chapter. 

(b) The chief building officiai shall hear and décide appeals when it is alleged there is an error in any requirement, déci- 
sion, or détermination made in the enforcement or administration of this chapter. 

(c) In passing upon applications for variances. the chief building officiai shall consider ail technical évaluations, ail rele- 
vant factors, standards specified in other secfions of this chapter, and: 

(1) The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others; 

(2) The danger to life and property due to flooding or érosion damage; 

(3) The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the effect of such damage on the 
individual owner; 
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(4) The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency vehicles; 

(5) The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise, sédiment transport of the flood waters and the effects of 
wave action, if appHcable, expected at the site; and 

(6) The costs of providing govemmental services during and after flood conditions, including maintenance and re- 
pair of public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water Systems, and streets and bridges. 

(d) Generally, variances may be issued for new construction and substantial improvements to be erected on a lot of one- 
half acre or less in size contiguous to and surrounded by lots with existing structures constructed below the base flood level, 
providing subsections (c)( 1 ) through (6) in this section hâve been flilly considered. As the lot size increases beyond the one- 
half acre, the technical justification required for issuing the variance increases. 

(e) Upon considération of the factors of this section and the purposes of this chapter, the chief building officiai may at- 
tach such conditions to the granting of variances as he or she deems necessary to fiirther the purposes of this chapter. 

(f) The chief building officiai shall maintain the records of ail appeal actions and report any variances to the Fédéral 
Emergency Management Agency upon request. (Ord. No. 5700 § 1, 2007; Ord. No. 2918 § 3.) 

Sec. 7B-9. Conditions for variances. 

(a) Variances may be issued for the reconstruction, rehabilitation or restoration of structures listed on the National Regis- 
ter of Historié Places or the State Inventory of Historié Places, without regard to the procédures set forth in the remainder of 
this section. 

(b) Variances shall not be issued within any designated floodway if any increase in flood levels during the base flood 
discharge would resuit. 

(c) Variances shall only be issued upon a détermination that the variance is the minimum necessary, considering the 
flood hazard, to afford relief 

(d) Variances shall only be issued upon: 

(1) A showing of good and sufficient cause; 

(2) A détermination that failure to grant the variance would resuit in exceptional hardship to the appHcant; and 

(3) A détermination that the granfing of a variance will not resuit in increased flood heights, additional threats to 
public safety, extraordinary public expense, create nuisances, cause fraud on or victimization of the public as identified in 
Section 7B-8, or conflict with existing local laws or ordinances. 

(e) Any applicant to whom a variance is granted shall be given written notice that the structure will be permitted to be 
built with a lowest floor élévation below the base flood élévation and that the cost of flood insurance will be commensurate 
with the increased risk resulting from the reduced lowest flood élévation. (Ord. No. 2918 § 3.) 

Sec. 7B-10. General standards. 

In ail areas of spécial flood hazards the following standards are required: 

(a) Anchoring. 

( 1 ) AU new construction and substantial improvements shall be designed (or modified) and adequately anchored to 
prevent flotation, coUapse or latéral movement of the structure, resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, includ- 
ing the effects of buoyancy. 

(2) Ail mobilehomes shall be anchored to resist flotation, collapse, or latéral movement by providing over-the-top 
and frame ties to ground anchors. Spécifie requirements shall be that: 

(i) Over-the-top ties be provided at each of the four (4) corners of the mobilehome, with two (2) additional ties 
per side at intermediate locations, with manufactured homes less than fifty feet (50') long requiring one additional tie per 
side; 

(ii) Frame ties be provided at each corner of the home with five (5) additional ties per side at intermediate 
points, with manufactured homes less than fifty feet (50') long requiring four (4) additional ties per side; 

(iii) Ail components of the anchoring System be capable of carrying a force of four thousand eight hundred 
(4,800) pounds; and 

(iv) Any additions to the manufactured home be similarly anchored. 

(b) Construction Materials and Methods. 
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(1) Ail new construction and substantiel improvements shall be constructed with materials and utility equipment 
résistant to flood damage. 

(2) AU new construction and substantiel improvements shall be constructed using methods and practices that mini- 
mize flood damage. 

(3) Ail new construction and substantiel improvements with fully enclosed areas below the lowest floor (including 
basement) that are subject to flooding shall be designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls 
by allowing for the entry and exit of flood waters. Designs for meeting this requirement must either be certified by a regis- 
tered professional engineer or architect licensed in the state of Califomia or meet or exceed the following minimum criteria: 

(i) Two (2) openings having a total net area of not less than one (1) square inch for every square foot of en- 
closed area subject to flooding shall be provided; and 

(ii) The bottom of ail openings shall be no higher than one foot (T) above grade. Openings may be equipped 
with screens, louvers, valves or other coverings or devices provided that they permit the automatic entry and exit of flood 
waters. 

(4) AU new construction and substantiel improvements shall be constructed with electrical, heeting, ventiletion, 
plumbing and eir conditioning equipment and other service fecilities thet ère designed end/or located so as to prevent water 
from entering or accumuleting within the components during conditions of flooding. 

(c) Utilities. 

(1) AU new and replecement water supply Systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminete infiltration of flood 
weters into the Systems; 

(2) New end replecement senitery sewege Systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminete infiltretion of flood 
weters into the Systems end discharge from the Systems into flood waters; and, 

(3 ) On-site weste disposel Systems shell be located to evoid impeirment to them or contamination from them during 
flooding. 

(d) Subdivision Proposais end Other Proposed New Development. 

( 1 ) AU subdivision proposais end other proposed new development shell meet the permit requirements of this chep- 
ter; 

(2) AU subdivision proposais end other proposed new development shell hâve public utilities end fecilities such as 
sewer, ges, electricel end water Systems located and constructed to minimize flood demage; 

(3 ) AU subdivision proposais and other proposed new development shall hâve adequete drainege provided to reduce 
exposure to flood damege; and 

(4) Base flood élévation date shell be provided for subdivision proposels end other proposed new development (in- 
cluding proposels for menufactured home parks and subdivisions) thet contein et leest fifty (50) lots or five (5) ecres (which- 
ever is less). (Ord. No. 5700 § 1, 2007; Ord. No. 4887 §§3 (pert), 7, 1995; Ord. No. 3826, 1988.) 

Sec. 7B-1 1 . Spécifie standards. 

In ail areas of spécial flood hazard where bese flood élévation dete hes been provided es set forth in Section 7B-2 or Sec- 
tion 7B-7, the following provisions ère required: 

(e) Résidentiel Construction. New construction and substantiel improvement of any résidentiel structure shell hâve the 
lowest floor, including basement, elevated above the base flood élévation at least twelve inches (12"). 

(b) Nonresidential Construction. New construction end substantiel improvement of eny commercial, industriel or other 
nonresidentiel structure shell either heve the lowest floor, including besement, eleveted at least twelve inches (12") above 
base flood élévation; or together wdth attendant utility and senitery fecilities shall: 

(1) Be floodproofed to twelve inches (12") above the base flood élévation so that the structure is watertight with 
walls substantielly impermeeble to the pessege of weter; 

(2) Hâve structural components capable of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynemic loeds end effects of buoyency; 

(3) Hâve e registered professionel engineer or erchitect licensed in the stete of Celifomie develop and/or review 
structural design, spécifications, and plans for construction. Heve e registered professional engineer or architect licensed in 
the State of Califomia certify thet the standards of this subsection are satisfied. Such certification shall be provided to the 
officiai as set forth in Section 7B-5. 

(c) Menufactured Homes. 

(1) Menufactured homes shell be enchored in eccordence with Section 7B-10. 
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(2) New manufactured home parks and manufactured home subdivisions; expansion to existing manufactured home 
parks and manufactured home subdivisions; existing manufactured home parks and manufactured home subdivisions where 
the repair, reconstruction or improvement of the streets, utilities and pads equals or exceeds fifty percent (50%) of value of 
the streets, utilities and pads before the repair, reconstruction or improvements has commenced; manufactured homes not 
placed in a manufactured home park or manufactured home subdivision; and existing manufactured home parks or manufac- 
tured home subdivisions in which a manufactured home has incurred "substantial damage" as a resuit of a flood or in which 
new construction or "substantial improvement" of a manufactured home is proposed, require: 

(i) Permanent foundations are elevated so that the lowest floor of the manufactured home will be at least twelve 
inches (12") above the base flood élévation specifîed on the FIRM (Flood Insurance Rate Map); 

(ii) Adéquate surface drainage and access for a hauler are provided; and 

(iii) In the instance of élévation on piles, that 

(a) Lots are large enough to permit steps, 

(b) Piles are placed in stable soil no more than ten feet (10') apart, and 

(c) Reinforcement is provided for piles extending more than six feet (6') above the ground level. 

(d) Coastal High Hazard Area. 

(1) Ail buildings or structures shall be located landward out of reach of the mean high tide. 

(2) The placement of manufactured homes shall be prohibited, except in an existing manufactured home park or 
manufactured home subdivision. 

(3) The altération of sand dunes which would resuit in an increase of potential flood damage shall be prohibited. 

(4) Construction Requirements. 

(i) Elévation. Ail buildings or structures shall be elevated so that the lowest horizontal supporting member is 
located no lower than the base flood élévation, with ail space below the lowest horizontal supporting member open so as not 
to impede the flow of water, except for breakaway walls. 

(ii) Structural Support. 

(a) Ail buildings or structures shall be securely anchored on piles or columns. 

(b) Piles or columns used as structural support shall be designed and anchored so as to withstand ail impact 
forces and buoyancy factors of the base flood. 

(c) There shall be no fïll used for structural support, 
(iii) Space Below the Lowest Floor. 

(a) Any altération, repair, reconstruction or improvement to a structure started after the enactment of the 
ordinance codified in this chapter shall not enclose the space below the lowest floor unless breakaway walls are used as pro- 
vided for in this section. 

(b) Breakaway walls may be allowed below the base flood élévation provided they are not a part of the 
structural support of the building and are designed so as to breakaway, under abnormally high tides or wave action, without 
damage to the structural integrity of the building on which they are to be used. 

(c) If breakaway walls are utilized, such enclosed space shall not be used for habitation. 

(d) For the purposes of this section, a breakway wall shall hâve a design safe loading résistance of not less 
than ten (10) and no more than twenty (20) pounds per square foot. Use of breakway walls that exceed a design safe loading 
résistance of twenty (20) pounds per square foot (either by design or when so required by local or state codes) shall be per- 
mitted if a registered professional engineer or architect certifies that the designs proposed meet the following conditions: 

(i) Breakaway wall collapse shall resuit from a water load less than that which would occur during the 
base flood; and, 

(ii) The elevated portion of the building and supporting foundation System shall not be subject to col- 
lapse, displacement, or other structural damage due to the effects of wind and water loads acting simultaneously on ail build- 
ing components (structural and non-structural). Water loading values used shall be those associated with the base flood. 
Wind loading values used shall be those required by applicable state or local building standards. Such enclosed space shall 
be useable solely for parking of vehicles, building access, or storage. 

(iv) Certification. A registered professional engmeer or architect licensed in the state of Califomia shall develop 
and/or review structural design, spécifications, and plans for construction and shall certify that the design and methods of 
construction to be used are in accordance with accepted standards of practice for meeting the provisions of this subsection. 
Such certification shall be provided to the officiai as set forth in Section 7B-5. 

(e) Recreational Vehicles. Ail recreational vehicles shall either: 
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(1) Be on the site for fewer than ône hundred eighty (180) consécutive days; 

(2) Be fuUy licensed and ready for highway use; or 

(3) Comply with ail provisions of this chapter, including but not limited to Sections 7B-5, 7B-10, and 7B-1 1. (Ord. 
No. 5700 § 1, 2007; Ord. No. 5224 § 1, 2000; Ord. No. 4887 § 8, 1995: Ord. No. 3575 § 3, 1986; Ord. No. 2918 § 3.) 

Sec. 7B-1 2. Floodways. 

Located within areas of spécial flood hazard established in Section 7B-2 are areas designated as floodways. Since the 
floodway is an extremely hazardous area due to the velocity of flood waters which carry débris, potential projectiles, and 
érosion potential, the foUowing provisions apply: 

( 1 ) Prohibit encroachments, including fïll, new construction, substantial improvements, and other development within 
the adopted floodway unless it bas been demonstrated through hydrologie and hydraulic analysis performed in accordance 
with standard engineering practice and certified by a registered professional engineer or architect licensed in the state of 
Califomia that the proposed encroachments shall not resuit in any increase in flood levels during the occurrence of the base 
flood discharge. 

(2) If paragraph ( 1 ) hereof is satisfïed, ail new construction and substantial improvements shall comply with ail applica- 
ble flood hazard réduction provisions of this chapter. 

(3) Prohibit the placement of any manufactured homes, except in an existing manufactured home park or existing manu- 
factured home subdivision. (Ord. No. 5700 § 1, 2007; Ord. No. 4887 § 3 (part), 1995; Ord. No. 2918 § 3.) 

Sec. 7B-13. Shallow flooding. 

Located within the areas of spécial flood hazard established in Section 7B-2 are areas designated as shallow flooding. 
Thèse areas hâve spécial flood hazards associated with base flood depths of one foot (!') to three feet (3') where a clearly 
defined channel does not exist and where the path of flooding is unpredictable and indeterminate; therefore, the foUowing 
provisions apply: 

( 1 ) AU new construction and substantial improvements shall be provided with adéquate drainage paths around structures 
on slopes to guide flood waters around and away from the proposed structures; 

(2) AU new construction and substantial improvements of residential structures hâve the lowest floor, including base- 
ment, elevated above the highest adjacent grade to at least twelve inches (12") above the depth number specified on the 
community's FIRM (or at least two feet if no depth number is specified); 

(3) AU new construction and substantial improvements of nonresidential structures shall: 

(i) Hâve the lowest floor, including basement, elevated above the highest adjacent grade to at least twelve inches 
(12") above the depth number specified on the FIRM (or at least two (2) feet if no depth number is specified), or 

(ii) Together vsàth attendant utility and sanitary facilifies be completely floodproofed to at least twelve inches (12") 
above the depth number specified on the FIRM (or at least two (2) feet if no depth number is specified) so that any space 
below the depth number specified on the FIRM (or at least two (2) feet if no depth number is specified) is watertight with 
walls substantially imperméable to the passage of water and with structural components having the capability of resisting 
hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy. (Ord. No. 5700 § 1, 2007; Ord. No. 4887 § 9, 1995: Ord No. 
3826, 1988.) 
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CHAPTER 7C 



WOOD-BURNING APPLIANCES 

§7C-1 Findings and purpose. 

§ 7C-2 Applicability. 

§ 7C-3 Dellnitions. 

§ 7C-4 General standards for installation and replacement. 

§ 7C-5 Enforcement. 

Sec. 7C-1. Findings and purposes. 

The board of supervisors finds that: 

(a) The State Air Resources Board adopted a particulate matter ambient air quahty standard (PM 1 0) in December 1 982. 
Levels for the PMI standard were selected pursuant to Caiifomia Code of Régulations Title ] 7 Section 70200 to protect the 
health of people who are sensitive to exposure to fine particles. 

(b) Research indicates that wood smoke is a significant contributor to PMIO levels that pose health risks. 

(c) The county desires to lessen the risk to life and property fi-om air pollution caused by wood-buming appliances. 

(d) Thèse régulations will significantly reduce the particulate émissions from wood-burning appliances that are installed 
or replaced subséquent to the adoption of this chapter. (Ord. No. 5546 § l(a), 2005.) 

Sec. 7C-2. Applicability. 

(a) This chapter shall apply within the unincorporated area of the county which falls under the jurisdiction of the Bay 
Area Air Quality Management District. 

(b) Any person who installs a wood-buming appliance, including the replacement or reconstruction of an existing wood- 
buming appliance, shall comply with this chapter. 

(c) Exemptions. Any wood-burning appliance that is used exclusively for the préparation of food shall be exempt from 
the requirements of this chapter. Any gas fireplace shall be exempt from this chapter, unless the gas fireplace has been con- 
verted to a wood-buming appliance. (Ord. No. 5546 § l(b), 2005.) 

Sec. 7C-3. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the meaning of the words or phrases shall be as defined in this section. 

"Bay Area Air Quality Management District" means the air quality agency for the San Francisco Bay Area pursuant to 
Caiifomia Health and Safety Code Section 40200. 

"EPA" means the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 

"EPA certified wood heater" means any wood heater that meets the standards in Title 40, Part 60, Subpart AAA, Code of 
Fédéral Régulations in effect at the time of installation and is certified and labeled pursuant to those régulations. 

"Fireplace" means any permanently installed masonry or factory-built wood-burning appliance, except a pellet-fueled 
wood heater, designed to be used with an air-to-fuel rafio greater than or equal to 35: 1 . 

"Gas fireplace" means any device that bums naturai or liquid propane gas as its fuel through a ceramic or otherwise non- 
combustible gas log that is pemianently installed in the device. As used herein, "permanently installed" means the bum pan 
and associated equipment cannot be removed from the masonry or métal base of the device. 

"Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District" means the air quality agency for the portion of the county 
which is not under the jurisdiction of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District pursuant to Caiifomia Health and 
Safety Code Section 40002. 

"Pellet-fueled wood heater" means any wood-burning appliance that opérâtes exclusively on wood pellets. 

"Solid fuel" means wood or any other non-gaseous or non-liquid fiiel. 
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"Wood-burning appliance" means any fireplace, wood heater, or pellet-fired wood heater or any similar device buming 
any solid fuel used for aesthetic or space-heating purposes. (Ord. No. 5546 § l(c), 2005.) 

Sec. 7C-4. General standards for installation and replacement. 

In addition to meeting the requirements of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District and related codes and poiicy 
guidelines adopted by the state, the installation and replacement of wood-burning appliances shall meet the following re- 
quirements: 

(a) It shall be uniawfui to install a wood-burning appliance uniess it is one of the following: 

(1) A pellet-fueled wood heater; 

(2) An EPA certified wood heater; or 

(3) A wood-burning appliance approved for use by the Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District. 

(b) Any person who plans to install a wood-burning appliance shall submit documentation to the permit and resource 
management department and obtain a pennit to certity that the appliance meets the requirements of this chapter. 

(c) The pennit and resource management department shall make available a wood-burning handbook. The handbook 
shall advise the public to avoid using dangerous fuels in wood-burning appliances. (Ord. No. 5546 § l(d), 2005.) 

Sec. 7C-5. Enforcement. 

It shall be uniawfui and prohibited to install or replace a wood-burning appliance in violation of the requirements of this 
chapter. Such violations shall be subjectto enforcement and civil penalties as set forth in Sections 1-7, 1-7.1, 1-7.2, 1-7.3 
and 1-7.5 of this code. (Ord. No. 5546 § l(e), 2005.) 
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Article I. In General.^ 
Sec. 8-1. Définitions. 

For the puipose of this chuter, the following words, ternis and piirases shall hâve meanings respectively ascribed to 
them by this section, unless the contexi clearly requires a différent meaning. 

"CATV" means a community antenna télévision System consisting of Systems of antennas, co-axial cables, wires, wave 
guides or other conductors, equipment or facilities, designed, constructed or used for the purpose of providing télévision 
or FM radio service by cable or through its facilities as contemplated by this chapter. 

"Gross revenues" or "gross annual receipts" means any and ail cash, crédits, property or other considération of any 
kind or nature of a licensee, its affiliâtes, or any person in which a licensee has a financial interest, or by any other entity 
that is a muitichannel service operator of a System, arising from, attributable to, or in any way derived from the opération 
of the licensee's System to provide cable services and occasioned by the grant of the license, including the facilities 
associated therewith. Gross revenues inciude, by way of illustration and not limitation, periodic fées charged subscribers 
for any basic, optional, premium, per-channel, or per-program service; installation, disconnection, reconnection, and 
change-in-service fées; leased channel fées; late fées and administrative fées; fées, payments or other considération 
received from programmers for carriage of programming on the system; revenues from rentals or sales of converters 
or other equipment related to cable service; advertising revenues barter; revenues from program guides; revenues from 
the sale or carnage of two-way interactive cable services, including intemet services, provided such internet services 
are considered to be cable services under fédéral law; and the sale or lease of information services equipment such as 
cable modems; and revenues from home shopping and bank-at-home channels. Gross revenues shall not inciude smdio 
rental, tower rental, production equipment and personnel fées. Gross revenues shall be the basis for Computing the license 
fee under any license. 

"Service Area" means the xmincorporated area of this county in which a licensee is authorized pursuant to this chapter, 
to construct, maintain or operate a CATV system. (Qrd. No. 5118 § 1, 1998: Ord. No. 1638 § 1.) 

Sec. 8-2. Permîts, etc., installation and service generally. 

(a) Within thiity days after acceptance of any license granted under the provisions of this chapter, the licensee shall 
proceed, with due diligence, to obtain ail necessaiy permits and autfaorizadons which are required in the conduci of its 
business, including but not limited to any utiUty joint use attachment agreements, microwave carrier licenses, zoning 
approval, encroachment permits and any other permits, licenses and authorizations to be granted by duly constiwted 
regulatoiy agencies having jurisdicQon over the opération of CATV Systems, or their associated microwave transmission 
facilities. 

(b) Within ninety days after obtaining ail necessaiy permits, licenses and authorizations, the licensee shall commence 
construction and installation of the CATV system. 

(c) Within ninety days after the commencement of construction and installation of the system, the licensee shall 
proceed to rentier service to subscribers, and the completion of the construction and installation shall be pursued with 
reasonable diligence thereafter, so that service to ail areas designated in the license shall be provided within one year 
from commencement of construction. 

(d) Failure on the part of the licensee to commence and diligentiy pursue each of the foregoing requirements and to 
complète each of the matters set forth herein shall be grounds for teimination of such license. The Board of Supervisors, 
in its discrétion, may extend the time for the commencement and completion of construction and installation. (Ord. No. 
1068 § 17.) 



^For State law as to définition of "cable télévision corporation," see Pub. U.C. §215J. As to requirements goveming construction, 
maintenance and opération of cable télévision Systems, etc., see Pub. U.C. §768.5. For digest of décisions involving cable télévision Systems, 
etc.. see Cal. Pub. Util. Digest §90-101 et seq. 
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Sec. 8-3. Location and construction of facilitîes generaliy — Undergrounding. 

(a) Any pôles, wires, cable Unes, conduits or other properdes of a licensee under the provisions of this chapter to be 
installed in streets shall be installed only at such locations and in such manner as sfaall be approved by the director of 
public Works and shall conform to ail applicable laws. 

(b) The licensee shall not install or erect any facilities or apparatus in or on other public property, places or rights 
of way, or within any piivaiely owned area within the county which has not yet become a public street but is designated 
or delineated as a proposed public street on any tentative subdivision map approved by the county except those installed 
or erected upon existing or future public utility facilities, without obtaining the prior wiitten approval of the director 
of public Works and the owner of the property involved. 

(c) In those areas and portions of the county where the transmission or distribution facilities of the public utility 
providing téléphone service and those of the utility providing electric service are underground or are subsequently placed 
underground, then the licensee, immediately upon written instruction by the director of public works, shall construct 
or reconsîruct, operate, relocate and maintain ail of its transmission and distribution facilities underground. For the 
puiposes of this subsection "underground" shall include a partial underground System, e.g., streamlining. Amplifïers in 
licensee' s transmission and distribution lines may be in appropriate housings upon the surface of the ground as approved 
by the director of public works. The county shall not, in any manner, be responsible for costs incurred by a licensee 
in placing its facilities underground pursuant to this section. (Ord. No. 1068 § 18.) 
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Sec. 8-4. Use of téléphone faciiiiies. 

When and in the event thar the grantee of any iicense granted imder rhe provisions of this chapter uses in his CATV system 
distribution channels furnished to the grantee by a téléphone company pursuant to tariff or contraa on file with the public 
utilities commissions of the state and such grantee makes no use of the streets independent of such téléphone company furnished 
faciiîties, such grantee shaiJ be required to comply with ail of the provisions of ibis chapter as a "licensee" and in such event 
whenever the term "grantee" is used herein it shall be deemed to mean and inciude "licensee." No provisions of this chapter shail 
be deemed or construed as requiring the granting of a franchise hereunder to a téléphone company furnishing such a channel 
service. (Ord. No. 1068 §2.) 

Sec. 8-5. Public use priorïty. 

No privilège or exemption is granted or conferred by any Iicense granted under the provisions of this chapter, e.xcept those 
specifically prescribed in this chapter. Any privilège claimed under a Iicense granted pursuant to this chapter in any street shall be 
subordinate to any prior or subséquent lawful occupancy of the street for public purposes. (ord. No. 1068 §9.) 

Sec. 8-6. Removai and abandonment of faciiîties. 

(a) In the event that the use of any part of a CATV system is discontinued for any reason for a continuous period of twelve 
months, or in the event such System or property bas been installed in any street or public place without complying with the 
requirements of this chapter or the Iicense therefor has been terminated, cancelled or has expired, the licensee shall promptiy, 
upon being given ten days' notice, remove from the streets or public places ail such property and pôles of such system other than 
any which the director of public works may permit to be abandoned in place. In îhe event of such removal, the licensee shall 
promptiy restore the street or other area from which such propeny has been removed to a condition satisfaaory to îhe direaor of 
public Works. 

(b) Any property of a licensee remaining in place sixty days after the lerminaiion, forfeirure or expiration of his Iicense shall 
be considered permanently abandoned. The direaor of public works may extend such time not to exceed an additional thirty 
days. 

(c) Any property of the licensee to be abandoned in place shall be abandoned in such a manner as the director of public works 
shall prescribe. Subject to the provisions of any utility joint use âttachment agreement, upon permanent abandonment of the 
property of the licensee in place, the property shall become that of the county and the licensee shall submit to the director of 
public works an instrument in writing, to be approved by the county counsel, transferring to the county the ownersbip of such 
property. (Ord. No. 1068 §19.) 

Sea 8-7. Changes required by public improvements.^ 

The licensee under the provisions of this chapter shall, at his expense, protect, suppon, temporarily disconnect, relocate in the 
same street or other public place, or remove from the street or other public place, any property of such licensee when required by 
the director of public works by reason of traffic conditions, public safety, street vacation, freeway and street construction, change 
or establishment of street grade, installation of sewers, drains, water pipes, power lines, signal Unes and tracks or any other type 
of structures or improvements by public agencies; provided, however, that the licensee shall in ail such cases hâve the privilèges 
and be subject to the obligations to abandon any propeny of the licensee in place, as pro\ided in this chanter. (Ord. No. 1068 
§20.) 

Sec. 8-8. Effect of faiiure to perform required street, etc., work; shieiding, filtering and grounding.' 

Upon faiiure of any licensee under the provisions of this chapter to commence, pursue or complète any work required by law or 
by the provisions of this chapter or by his Iicense to be done in any street or other public place, within the time prescribed, and to 
the satisfaction of the director of public works, the director of public works may, at his option, cause such work to be done and 
the licensee shall pay to the county the cost thereof in the itemized amounts reported by the direaor of public works to the 
licensee within thiny days after receipt of such itemized report. 



'As to drainage and flood control generally, ses ch. 11 of this code. As lo highways. roads and bridges generaUy, see ch. 15. As to rnoror vehicles and traffic 
generally, see ch. 18. .As lo sewers and sewage disposai generally, see ch. 24. 
'As to highways, roads and bridges generally, see ch. 15 of this code. 
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The licensee shall at his expense instail and maintain adéquate shieiding, fiitering and grounding at affected insiailations wiihin 
the CATV System to eliminate télévision interférence from fundamental frequency overload by radio amateur transmissions 
which are in compliance \\ith fédéral communication régulations. (Ord. No. 1068 §21.) 

Sec. 8-9. Operaiional standards. 

The CATV sysiem shall be installed and maintained in accordance \^'ith the highest and best accepted standards of the industry 
to the effect that subscribers shall receive the highest possible level of service. In determdning the satisfactory extent of such 
standards the following among others shall be considered. 

(a) The System shouid be installed using ail band equipment capable of passing the entire UHF and FM spearum, and it shall 
hâve the capabiiity of converting UHF for distribution to subscribers on the UHF band. 

(b) The System as installed shall be capable of passing standard coior TV signais without the introduction of material dégrada- 
tion on coior f idelity and intelligibility. 

(c) The System and ail equipment shall be designed and rated for twenty-four hour per day continuous opération. 

(d) Tne system shall provide a nominal signal levei of two thousand microvolts, measured across three hundred ohms, at the 
inpui terminais of each télévision receiver. 

(e) The system signai-to-noise ratio shall be not less than forty décibels. 
(0 Hum modulation of the piaure signai shall be less than 5 percent. 

(g) The System shall empioy components having a VSWR of 1 .4 or less. (Ord. No. 1068 §25.) 

Sec. 8-10. Service to subscribers generally. 

No person in the existing service area of the grantee shaU be arbitrarily refused service; provided, however, that a licensee under 
the provisions of this chapter shall not be required to provide service to any subscriber who does not pay the applicable coimec- 
tion fee or monthly service charge. (Ord. No. 1068 §27.) 

Sec. 8-11. Subscriber rates and charges. 

A licensee may make a reasonable charge to subscribers for the installation of or conneaion to its CATV system and may 
charge reasonable fîxed monthly charges for the providing of such service. A schedule shov^ing such installation and coimeaion 
charges and monthly service charges shall be filed with the licensee's application for a license. Said schedule of charges must be 
approved by the Board before such fées and charges may be collected. Each licensee shall annually thereafter file a current 
schedule of installation and cormection charges and monthly service charges. Such filing shall be made at the same time and in the 
same manner as the filing of financial statements required pursuant to this chapter. No increase in rates or other charges to 
subscribers shall be made without the prior written approvai of the Board of Supervisors. The filing of annual schedules of 
installation and connection charges and monthly service charges pursuant to this section shaH not be deemed îo be authority to 
increase such charges unless prior written approvai has been obtained from the Board of Supervisors. 

No license granted under the provisions of this chapter shall be construed as a permit or license to transmit any spécial program 
or event for which a separate and distina charge is made to the subscriber in the manner commonly known and referred to as 
"pay télévision" and no licensee shall directly or indirectly instail, maintain or operate on any télévision set, a coin box, or any 
other device or means for collection of money for individual programs. (Ord. No. 1638 § 1 .) 
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Sec. 8-12. Subscriber contract 

Before pro\'iding antenna service lo any subscriber, a licensee under the provisions of this chapter shall obtain a signed contraa 
from the subscriber containing a provision substantially as follows: 

Subscriber understands thaï in providing antenna service (licensee) is regulated by chapter 8 of the Sonoma Coumy code and 
making use of public rights of way within the county of Sonoma and that the continued use of thèse public rights of way is in no 
way guaranteed. In the event the continued use of such rights of way is denied to (licensee) for any reason, (licensee) will make 
every reasonabîe effort to provide service over alternaie routes. Subscriber agrées rhat he will make no ciaim nor undertake any 
action against the County of Sonoma, its officers, or its employées, if the service to be provided by (licensee) hereunder is 
interrupted or discontinued. 

The form of the licensee's contract with its subscribers shall be subjea to approvai of the county counsel. (Ord. No. 1068 §28.) 

Sec. 8-13. Unaufhorized connections and tampering. 

No p)erson shall make any unauthorized connection, whether physicaily, elearically, acoustically, inductiveiy or otherwise, with 
any part of a licensed CATV sy^tem within the unincorporated area of this county for the purpose of taking or receiving télévision 
signais, radio signais, pictures, programs or sound. Also, no person, without the consent of the owner, shall tamper with, remove 
or injure any cables, wires or equipment used for distribution of télévision signais, radio signais, pictures, programs or sound. 
(Ord, No. 1068 §38.) 

Sec. 8-14. Annexaiion, etc., of service area. 

Whenever any portion of the territory covered by a license under the provisions of this chapter shall be annexed to, or 
otherwise become a part of any incorporated dry or of any other county, the counr>''s rights hereunder shall inure to the benefit of 
such other public body and its appropriate officers. (Ord. No. 1 068 §40.) 

Sec. 8-15. Adjustment, etc., of disputes, etc. 

The Board of Supervisors may do aU things necessary and convenient in the exercise of its jurisdiction under this chapter and 
may détermine any question of faa which may arise during thé existence of any license granted hereunder. Such Board may 
adjust, settle or compromise any controversy or cancel any charge arising from the opérations of any licensee or from any 
provision of this chapter. (Ord. No. 1068 §16.) 

Sec. 8-1 6. Exceptions. 

The Board of Supervisors may, upon the filing of an appropriate request therefor, except CATV Systems from the opération of 
this chapter if such Board finds and détermines that: 

(a) The system is operated for the benefit of a limited group of individuals within a specified area, and 

(b) The System is maintained soleiy for the convenience of such group, and 

(c) The System is not availabie to the gênerai public, and 

(d) The System is not operated for profit. (Ord. No. 1068 §37.) 

Sec. 8-17. Amendment of chapter. 

During the term of any license granted imder the provisions of this chapter, the county may amend any seaion or part of this 
chapter so as to require additional or greater standards of construction, opération, maintenance or othenvise, on the pan of the 
licensee, inciuding the payment of a larger or greater percentage of the gross annuai receipts of any licensee for the remaining 
term of such license. If tiiis chapter is amended to require additional or greater standards, the licensee within ninery days afier the 
effective date of such amendment shall comply with the new standards. 
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Prior to adoption of such amendments, the Board of Supenisors shali conduct a public hearing ihereon. Notice therecf shail 
be given to ali iicensees hereunder by regisîered United States mail directed to each licensee ai the address specified on the license 
application and by publication in a newspaper of gênerai circulation once, no iess than ten days prior to such hearing; provided, 
however, thaï unintentional failure to give such notice shall not affect the validity of any amendments adopted by the Board of 
Supervisors. Such hearing may be continued from time to time, and the Board of Supervisors raay direct the department of public 
Works to investigate and condua collatéral hearings on technicai aspects of the proposed amendments, as it deems appropriate. 
(Ord. No. 1068 §15.) 

Article II. License Generaliy. 

Sec. 8-18. Authority of county. 

Nonexciusive licenses to constnia, operate and maintain CATV Systems, within aU or any portion of the imincorporated area 
of the coimty, may be granted by the Board of Supervisors to any persons who offer to fumish and provide such Systems under 
and pursuant to the terms and provisions of this chapter. 

No provision of this chuter shall be deemed or construed to require the granting of a license when, in the opinion of the Board 
of Supervisors, it is in the public interest to restrict the number of iicensees or to reftjse to grant any licenses for a proposed service 
area. Neither the granting of any non-exclusive license under the provisions of this chapter nor any of the provisions contained 
herein shall be construed to prevent the county from granting any identical, or simiiar, non-exclusive license to any person within 
ail or any portion of the county. (Ord. No. 1068 §3.) 

Sec 8-19. Applications generaliy; fee. 

Applications for licenses under the provisions of this chapter shall be made in writing on forais provided by the county. Said 
application shail be accompanied by an application fee in the amount of two hundred fifty dollars (S250.00), pa>'able to the 
Coimty of Sonoma. Said application and fee shail be filed with the director of the department of public woriks of the count>'. Said 
application fee shall cover the expenses inciLrred by the counry in processing said application and shail not be refunded in the 
event said application is withdrawn or denied. (Ord. No. 1638 §1.) 

Sec 8-20. Form and contents of application. 

The application required by section 8-19 shall be subraitted on a form prescribed by the Board of Supervisors which shall 
contain such information as such Board deems necessary to détermine whether the requested license should be granted. (Ord. No. 
1068 §30.) 

Sec 8-21. Considération and approvai of application. 

(a) Upon considération of any application for a license under the provisions of this chapter, the Board of Super^/isors may 
refuse to grant the requested license or the Board may, by résolution, grant a license for a CATV system to any such appiicant as 
may appear from such application to be, in its opinion, qualified to rentier proper and efficient CATV service to télévision 
viewers and subscribers in the proposed service area. Such Board's décision in the matter shall be final. If favorabiy considered, 
the application submitted shall constitute and form part of the license as granted. 

Co) Prior to the considération of the application for a license or any application for a modification of an exisîing license, ihe 
Board of Supervisors shall conduct a public hearing noticed and heard in accordance with seaion 8-17. (Ord. Nos. 1068 §, 113 
§1.) 

Sec 8-22. Bond requirements. 

Upon acceptance of the award of any license issued pursuant to this chapter, each Ucensee shall file with the department of 
public Works a corporate surety bond in the face amount of five thousand dollars (55,000.00), guaranteeing the iicensee's faithfui 
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performance of ail of the provisions of this chapter and any license issued hereunder. The licensee and his surety shall be joiniJy 
and severabiy liable, to the fuU amount of said bond, for any and ail loss, damage or costs, including court cosis and reasonable 
attomey fées, incurred by the county arising out of or occasioned by the licensee's failm-e to comply with any of the requirements 
of this chapter of any license issued hereunder, including, but not limited to, any loss, damage or costs incurred by the county to 
repair or reconstnict any road righi-of-way or facility damaged by licensee in the course of his opération, or to remove or relocate 
any of the licensee's equipment or faciiities which licensee fails to remove or relocate after being given due notice by the county to 
so remove or relocate such faciiities or to remove any of licensee's property from any county right-of-way or propeny after the 
abandonment of said property or facility by the licensee. 

Annually, after the initial issuance of any license, each licensee shall renew said bond. A copy of said renewal bond shall be 
fîled at the same time and in the same maimer as required for f iling of annual fînanciai statements pursuant to this chapter. Said 
bond shall remain in fuil force and effect from March 1 of the year in which renewed, to and untii the last day of Febniary next 
succeeding. 

Ail of said bonds shall provide that the county will be given at least thirty (30) days' written notice by the surety of its intention 
not to renew or to cancel or to materiaily change the tenus of said bond. 

Nothing in this section shall excuse the licensee from his full and faithful performance of ail of the terms of this chapter or any 
license issued hereunder and the licensee shall remain personally liable for ail loss, damage or costs, including coun costs and 
reasonable attomey fées, incurred by the county, arising out of or occasioned by licensee's opérations pursuant to this chapter or 
any license issued hereunder, irrespective of the amount of any bond required pursuant to this section. (Ord. No. 1638 § 1 .) 

Sec. 8-23. Insurance and indemnification generaliy. 

(a) Liability Insurance, Upon acceptance of the award of any license issued pursuant to this chapter, each licensee shall, at his 
own expense, provide Insurance, satisfactory to the county, in the face amount of not less than 5500,000.00, for the term of the 
license granted, protecting the County of Sonoma, its Board of Supervisors, and the officers, agents and employées of the county, 
from any liability for loss or damage, including coun costs, and reasonable anorney fées, whether arising from breach of 
coritraa or otherwise, by reason of or arising out of the failure by the licensee to secure the consents of owners, authorized 
distributors, or licensees of any programs to be presented upon or deiivered through the licensee's CATV system. Insurance 
provided by this subsection shall be in addition to any comprehensive liability Insurance required by any other subseaion of this 
section. Licensee shall fumish the county with a copy of the policy, evidencing such Insurance, which shaB be filed with the 
director of the department of public works, concurrent with the filing of the acceptance of the award of the license. The licensee 
shall annually renew said policy and file a copy of said renewal policy with the department of public works at the same time as is 
herein provided for filing annual statements pursuant to this chapter. Such policy shall pro\'ide coverage for the period commenc- 
ing March 1 of each year, to and imtii the last day of February next succeeding. The insurance required by this subsection may be 
satisfied by a proper endorsement to the comprehensive liability policy required pursuant to subseaion (b) of this section. In the 
event a licensee is unable to secure such insurance, the county may, in lieu thereof , accept an appropriate agreement of indemnifi- 
cation. 

(b) Comprehensive liability insurance. Upon acceptance of the award of any license issued pursuant to this chapter, the 
licensee shall, at his own expense, provide insurance, satisfactory to the county; in the amounts not less than 5300,000.00 per 
individual occurrence, 5500,000.00 per aggregate occurrence, and 550,000.00 for property damage. Said insurance shall protea 
the County of Sonoma, its Board of Supervisors, its officers, boards, commissions, agents and employées harmless from any 
liability for bodily injury, death, property damage, or inverse condemnation arising in any respect, directly or indirectly, out of 
any opération or aaivity of the licensee or his officers, agents, employées, représentatives or other persons, pursuant to license 
granted hereunder. The licensee shall fumish the county with a copy of such insurance policy, which shall be filed with the 
director of the department of public works, concurrent wiih the filing of the acceptance of the award of the license. The licensee 
shall annually thereafter renew said insurance and file a copy of such renewal policy with the department of public works at the 
same time as is provided m this chapter for filing annual financial statements. Said policy shall provide coverage for the period 
conmiencing March 1 of said year to and until the last day of February next succeeding. 

(c) Additîonal insured; cancellation. The poiicies of insurance required by subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall name 
the County of Sonoma, its Board of Supervisors, its officers, boards, commissions, agents and employées, as additional insureds 
and shall contain a provision that written notice of cancellation or reduaion in coverage of such policy shall be deiivered to the 
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county thirty days in advance of ihe effective date thereof ; if such insurance is provided by a policy whicii aiso covers licensees or 
other entities or persons, other than those above named, then sucfa poiicy shaii contain the standard cross-liabiiity endorsement. 
The promises and agreements in this section are not conditioned or dépendent upon whether or not the county has approved any 
pians or spécifications in connection with any license, or has insurance or other indemnification covering thèse matters. In lieu of 
annually filing copies of poiicies evidencing insurance, required by subsections (a) and (b), a licensee may file one policy evidenc- 
ing insurance coverage for periods of more than one yeai, pro\'ided that any such poiicy shail cover periods in excess of one year 
for full incréments of one year, which year shall end the last day of February of each such additional year. Any said poJicy 
evidencing coverage in excess of one year shall be renewed at the expiration of its term and a copy of said renewal policy shall be 
filed with the director of the departmeni of public words in the same manner as is hereinabove provided for annual renewal 
poiicies of insurance. 

(d) Upon acceptance of any license by a licensee, such licensee shall enter into a written agreement to indemnify, défend and 
save the County of Sonoma, its Board of Supervisors and the officers. agents and employées of each of them, harmiess from any 
and ail daims for loss, damage, injury or liability of any nature whatsoever, including, without limitation, inverse condemnation, 
arising out of the activities or opération of the licensee, or any of its offîcers, direaors, agents, représentatives, patrons, cus- 
tomers, admittees, guests or invitées, pursuant to his license. The licensee shall agrée to pay any awards for loss or damage which 
may be awarded due to any occurrence arising out of the activities of the hcensee, its officers, agents, employées, représentatives, 
patrons, customers, admittees, guests, invitées, or other persons arising out of the activities of the licensee pursuant to the license 
issued under this chapter. Said written agreement shall be filed at the same time licensee files his acceptance of his license. (Ord. 
No. 1638 §1.) 

Sec. 8-24. Acceptance. 

Within thiny (30) days after the date of the resolution awarding a license under the provisions of this chapter or within such 
extended period of time as the Board of Supervisors in its discrétion may authorize, the licensee shall file with the department of 
public Works his written accepizmce of his license, together with ail other reports, documents, pohcies, bonds and other informa- 
tion required by this chapter, and his agreement lo be bound by and comply with and to do aD things required by him by the 
provisions of this chapter and his license. (Ord. No. 1638 §1.) 

Sec. 8-25. Effective date. 

No license granted pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall become effective unless and until ail things required by this 
chapter are done and compîeted, ail of such things being hereby decîared to be conditions précèdent to the effectiveness of any 
such license granted hereunder. (Ord. No. 1068 §34.) 

Sec. 8-26. Conditions, etc., of license. 

Any license granted pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall inciude the foUowing condition: 

"The CATV system herein licensed shall be used and operaied soleiy and exclusively for the purpose expressly autho- 
rized by chapter 8 of the Sonoma County Code and for no other purpose whatsoever." 
Inclusion of the foregoing statement in any such license shall not be deemed to iimit the authority of the county to inciude any 
other reasonable condition, limitation or restriction which it may deem necessary to impose in connection with such license 
pursuant to the authority conferred by section 1 1 of article XI of the constitution of the state or this chapter. (Ord. No. 1068 §32.) 

Sec 8-27. Uses, etc., permitted by license. 

Any license granted pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall authorize and permit the licensee to engage in the business 
of operating and providing a CATV system in the county and, for that purpose, to erea, instail, construa, repair, replace, 
reconstruct, maintain and retain in, on, over, imder, upon, across and along any public street, where coimty's interest therein wiil 
support the grant of license, such facilities as may be necessary and appuitenant to the CATV system; and, in addition, to use, 
operate and provide simiiar facilities or properties rented or leased from other persons, including but not limited to any public 
utiiiry or other licensee permitted to do business in ihe county. 
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The gnmting of a license piirsuant lo this chapter shall not be construed as permission or license to enter cm, occupy 
or otherwise utilize private property without the express consent of the owner or occupant thereof. (Ord. No. 1068 § 

4.) 

Sec. 8-28. License payments. 

Each iicensee shall pay to the county of Sonoma a license fee equal to fîve (5) percent of the gross annual leceipts 
including receipts from noncommercial télévision service derived £roni the service area for which the license is issiKd. 
Payment shall be made annually on or before March Ist following the close of the calendar year for which the gross 
annual leceipts are computed. For any Iicensee whose license was issued after January Ist of any year. said Iicensee 
shall, for that year only, calculais the gross annual receipts and pay the fee presciibed. only for that period commencing 
with the date of acceptance of his license, to and until the following December 3 IsL Thereafter, such Iicensee shall pay 
his license fee as provided by this section. Said fées shall be made payable to the county of Sonoma and shall be 
delivered to the department of public works. In addition, the county of Sonoma and any other public agency designated 
by the county, shall, upon rcquest, receive CATV réception service without charge other than installation, repair and 
maintenance. (Ord. No. 4713 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 3633, 1986.) 

Sec. 8-29. Financial statements and inspection of records. 

The Iicensee shall annually file with the county a financial statement prepared by a certified public accountant, showing 
in détail the licensee's gxoss annual receipts. as specifled by this chapter, for the calendar year or portion thereof, during 
which the Iicensee possesses a license under this chapter. Said fmancial statement shall be filed on or before March 1 
next succeeding Ûiq close of said calendar year. Said statement shall be fïled with the department of public works. The 
county shall hâve the right to inspect the licensee's books and records from which such gross annual receipts are 
computed. Acceptance of any payment pursuant to this chapter shall not be construed as a release of, or as an accord 
and satisfaction of any ciaim the county may hâve for further or additional sums payable under this chapter, or for the 
performance of any other obligations hereunder. The cancellation or termination of any Ucense issued pursuant to this 
chapter shall in no way effect the licensee's duty to make the Hlings requircd herein or pay the fées required by section 
8-28, which may be due for thaï portion of the calendar year for which said license was in effect. (Ord. No. 1638 § 1.) 

Sec. 8-30. Inspection of property and records. 

(a) At ail reasonable times, a Iicensee under the provisions of this chapter shall permit any duly authcxized 
représentative of the county to examine ail property of the Iicensee, together with any appurrenant property of the Iicensee 
situated within or without the county. and to examine and tnmscribe ail maps and other records kept or maintained by 
the Iicensee or under its control which deal with the opérations, affairs, transactions or property of the Iicensee with 
respect to his license. If any such maps or records are not kept in the county. or upon reasonable request made available 
in the county, and if the Board of Supervisors shall détermine that an examination thereof is necessary or appropriate, 
then ail travel and maintenance expense necessahly incurred in making such examination shall be paid by the Iicensee. 

(b) The Iicensee shall prépare and fumish to the director of public works at the times and in the form prescribed by 
such officer, such reports with respect to his opérations, affairs. transactions or property as may be reasonable, necessary 
or appropriate to the performance of any rights. functions or duiies of the county or any of its officers in connection 
with the license. 

(c) The Iicensee shall at ail limes make and keep in the county full and complète plans and records showing the exact 
location of ail CATV sysiem equipment installed or in use in streets and other public places in the county. 

(d) The Iicensee shall file wiih the director of public works, upon his demand, a current map or set of maps drawn 
to scale, showing the location of ail CATV sysiem equipment installed and in place in the licensee's service area and 
such oiher information as ihe depanmeni of public works may specify. 

(e) When any ponion of the CATV sysiem is to be installed on public uiility pôles and facilities, certified copies of 
the agreements for such joint use of pôles and facilities shall be filed with the director of public works. (Ord. No. 1068 
§24.) 
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Sec. 8-31. Effect of other laws and pôle agreements. 

Any iicense gianted pursuant to the provisions of this chapter is subject to ail provisions, régulations and conditions 
presciibed by any law heietofore and hereafter enacted or established during the teim of any Iicense so gianted. Nothing 
contained ûi this chapter shall excuse the licensee finom secming any other permit required by law. Any such Iicense 
gianted shall not reiieve the licensee en* any obligation invoived in obtaining pôle space ârom any department of the 
county, utility company or firom others maintaining pôles in streets. (Ord. No. 1068 § 11.) 

Sec 8-32. Other rights, privilèges, etc., superseded by iicense. 

Any Iicense gianted under the provisions of this chapter is in lieu of any and ail other rights, privilèges, powers, 
immunities and autiiorities owned, possessed, controlled or exercisable by a licensee, or any successor to any interest 
of a licensee hereunder, of or pertaining to the construction, opcratiou or maintenance of any CATV System in the 
unincoipoiated area of this county, and the acceptance of any Iicense heieunder shall operaie, as between the licensee 
and the county, as an abandonment of any and ail such rights, privilèges, powers, immunities and authorities within the 
county, to the effect tiiat, as between the licensee and the county, any and ail constructicxi, opération and maintenance 
of any licensee of any CATV System in the county shaU be, and shall be deemed and ccxistnied in ail instances and 
respects to be, under and pursuant to such Iicense, and not under or pursuant to any other right, privilège, power, 
immunity or authority whatsoever. (Ord. No. 1068 § 12.) 

Sec. 8-33. Recourse of licensee against county. 

Ttie licensee under the provisions of tiiis chapter shall tiave no lecourse whatsoever against the county, its offîcers 
or employées, for any loss, cost, expense or damage arising out of any provision or requirement of this chapter or of 
any iicense issued hereunder or because of its enfoncement hereof or for the terminadon or forfeiture of any Iicense as 
provided in this chapter, (Ord. No. 1068 § 13.) 

Sec 8-34. Effect as to county's power of eminent domain, etc.; value of Iicense. 

Nothing in this chapter shall, in any way or to any extent impair or affect the right of the county to acquire a licensee's 
property either by purchase or tiuough exercise of the power of eminent domain, and nothing heiein shall be craistrued 
to modify or abridge the county's power of eminent domain with respect to any licensee hereunder. Nor shaU any Iicense 
issued hereunder be given any value befoie any court or public authority in any proceeding of any chaiacter except for 
the purpose of taxation. (Ord. No. 1068 § 14.) 

Sec 8-35. Effect as to copyrights, etc. 

Any authority granted the provisions of this ciiapter is not and shall not be in dérogation of any copyright or other 
private proprietazy interest in any material in tiie prognim content of the télévision signais which shall be deiiveied by 
any licensee hereunder, and is hereby granted without préjudice to any right of the owner of any such copyright or other 
private proprietary interest to forbid any use thereof without the Iicense or other permit of such owner. (Oïd. No. 1068 

§41.) 

Sec 8-36. Location of licensee's office. 

A Iicense under the provisions of this chapter shall maintain an office within the county or at a location which 
subscribers may call without incuiring added message or toll charges so that CATV maintenance service shall be 
promptiy available to subscribers. 

The licensee shall maintain on file with the director of public works the address of such place of business and upon 
acceptance of any Iicense granted hereunder the deposit in the United States mails of any process issued by any court 
pursuant to the applicaticm of the county shall constitute service of that process and acquisition of jurisdiction by such 
court. (Ord. No. 1068 § 26.) 
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Sec. 8-37. Sale of télévision receivers, etc. 

Neither a iicensee under ihe provisions of this chapter nor any of his employées during their course of employinent shail engage 
in ihe business of seiling or leasing télévisions or other receivers which make use of signais transmitted by its sysiem, nor shail the 
iicensee or any of his employées during the course of their emplovTnent engage in the repair of receivers, the saie of parts therefor, 
or make recommendations lo subscribers regarding patronage of firms engaged in such aaivities. 

This prohibition shaîl not apply to any CATV operaror presently engzged in the sale and repair of télévision receivers; provided 
that: 

(a) Such operator files sufficient évidence of such fact with the clerk of the Board of Supervisors not iater than ninety days 
after the effective date of the ordinance from which this chapter dérives,- and 

(b) Agrées to divest himself of such inierest \^ithin five years from the date of f iling. (Ord. No. 1068 §39.) 

Sec. 8-38. Transfer, assignment, etc. 

A Iicensee under the provisions of this chapter shail not seli; transfer, lease, dispose of or assign his iicense or any righis 
thereunder, inciuding any bénéficiai interest or right to operate thereunder, by voiuntary s<iie, merger, consolidation or otherwise, 
without the prior written consent of the Board of Supervisors, pursuant to such conditions as may therein be prescribed, and then 
only by a duly executed instrument, fiied with such Board. Such consent will not be unreasonably withheld. The provisions of this 
chapter shall inure to and be binding upon any assignée who shail agrée in writing to comply with ail of such provisions. (Ord. 
No. 1068 §10.) 

Sec 8-39. Renewai. 

Any Iicense granted under the provisions of this chapter is renewable upon the application of the Iicensee, in the same manner 
and upon the same terms and conditions as required herein for obtaining the original L censé, except those which are by their 
terms expressly inapplicable; provided, however, that the Board of Supervisors may at its option waive compiiance with any or ail 
of the requirements of section 8-20. (Ord. No. 1068 §33.) 

Sec. 8-40. Ouration, termination and forfeiture. 

No Iicense granted by the Board of Supervisors under the provisions of this chapter shali be for a term longer than twenty years 
following the date of acceptance of such Iicense by the Iicensee or the renewai thereof . 

Any neglect, failure or refusai to comply with any of the terms or conditions of this chapter, inciuding changes or additions 
thereto during the term of a Iicense by a Iicensee, following thirty days' notice thereof by the county, shail work a forfeiture 
thereof in addition to such other penalties and rights provided in this chapter; and the Board of Supervisors may, after a public 
hearing thereon, déclare the Iicense forfeited, and may exclude the Iicensee from further use or acts thereunder, and thereupon, 
the Iicensee shall be deemed to hâve immediateiy and automatically surrendered ail rights hereinunder. Tne Iicensee shall remove 
his equipment from the streets within this county within sixty days after receipt of notice of the Board's déclaration that his Iicense 
has been forfeited. Notice may be given and will be deemed received for the purpose of this section when deposited in the United 
States mails, addressed to the iicensee at the address contained in its application for a iicense. (Ord. No. 1068 §6.) 

Sec. 8-41. Doing business or using streets, etc., without a Iicense.^ 

No person shall establish, operate or carry on the business of distribuiing to any persons in this county any télévision signais or 
radio signais by means of a CATV system uniess a iicense therefor has first been obtained pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter, and uniess such Iicense is in full force and effect. No person shall construa, install or maintain within any street in the 
county, or within any other public property of the county, or within a privateiy owned area within the county which has not yei 
become a public street but is designated or delineated as a proposed public street on any tentative subdivision map approved by 
the county, any equipment or facilities for distributing any télévision signais or radio signais through a CATV system, uniess a 
Iicense authorizing such use of such street or propeny or area has first been obtained pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, 
and uniess such Iicense is in fuU force and effect. (Ord. No. 1068 §36.) 



■ Editor's note. — The ordinance from which this chapter dérives was passed and adopted Januar>- 29, 196S. and bécane effective thirty days thereafter. 
*As ro highways, roads and bridges gcneraily, see ch. 15 of this code. 
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CHAPTER9 
CEMETERIES' 



§ 9-1 Defacing, injuring, desiroying, etc., tombsrone, fance, etc. 

§ 9-2 Desiroying, injuring, etc., iree, flower, bird. etc. 

§ 9-3 Depositing rubbish, etc. , in roadways or driveways . 

§ 9-4 Loiiering in cemetery. 

§ 9-5 Entering cemetery ai night; riding through cemetery. 



Sec 9-1. Defacing, injuring, desiroying, etc., tombstone, fence, etc. 

No person shall eut, chaik, mark or write upon, or in any manner wfaaiever deface, break, mutilate, injure, destroy or damage 
any building, vault, tombstone, gravestone, monument, stake, mark, fence, post, rail or walI witfain the boundaries of any 
cemetery located witfain the county. (Ord. No. 282 §1 .) 

Sec. 9-2. Destroying, injuring, etc., tree, fiower, bird, etc- 

No person shall eut, break, piuck, remove or in any manner destroy or injure any tree, shrub, plant or flower, or destroy, injure 
or molest any bird, or any bird's nest or any bird's eggs within the boundaries of any cemetery located within the county. (Ord. 
No. 282 §2.) 

Sec. 9-3. Depositing nibbisii, etc., in roadways or driveways.^ 

No person shall deposit rubbish, grass, shrub curtings or other material or substance in any of the roadways or driveways of 
any cemeterj; without the written permission of the superintendent of the cemetery. (Ord. No. 282 §3.) 

Sec 9-4. Loitering in cemetery. 

No person shall loiter in any cemetery or property used or held exdusiveiy for the buriai or other permanent deposit of the 
human dead. 

The word "loiter'* is used herein in the sensé of idling time away with intent to commit crime or mischief , or without a lawful 
errand. (Ord. No. 282 §4.) 

Sec. 9-5. Entering cemetery at night; riding through cemetery. 

No person shall enter or remain in any cemetery within the county after sundown or before sun-up, without the consent of the 
superintendent of the cemetery, nor shall any person use the roads of any cemetery as a public thoroughfare, or ride or drive 
through from one entrance to another as a shon eut from one highway or county road to another without lawful business in the 
cemetery- (Ord. No. 282 §5.) 



' For State law as to cemeteries ge-ierally, see H. & S. C. §8 100 et seq. 

'As to pickiiîg, injuring, etc., flowers, shrubs, etc., on counhouse grounds. see § 19-2 of this code. 

^As ;o highways, roads and bdàges generaliy, see ch. 15 of this code. As lo littering of public property senerally, see §19-6. 
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§10-1 CIVIL DEFENSE AND DIS ASTER §10-1 

CHAPTER 10 

CIVIL DEFENSE AND DISASTER 

Article I. In General. 

§10-1 Pui-pose of article. 

§ 10-2 Définitions. 

§10-3 Department ofemergency services. 

§ 10-4 Director ofemergency services. 

§10-5 Powers and duties. 

§ 10-6 Repealed. 

§ 10-7 Emergency council — Membership. 

§ 10-8 Emergency coiincil — Powers and duties. 

§ 10-9 Expenditiires. 

§§10-10 through 10-16. Repealed. 

Article II. Préservation of County Government. 

§ 10-17 Définitions. 

§ 10-18 Appointment of standby officers. 

§ 10-19 Meeting of board of supervisors after disaster. 

§ 10-20 Procédure when ail members of législature body unavailable. 

Article III. Control of Food and Other Resources. 

§10-21 Purposes of article. 

§10-22 "Resources" defmed. 

§ 10-23 Repealed. 

§ 10-24 Repealed. 

§ 10-25 Repealed. 

§ 10-26 Duties ofvendors, possessors and producers ofresources. 

§10-27 Prohibited acts; penalties. 

Article I. In General/ 

Sec. 10-1. Purpose of article. 

The purpose of this article is to comply with the provisions of the Califomia Emergency Services Act, Title Two, Divi- 
sion One, Chapter Seven of the Government Code of the State of California (commencing with Section 8550); to provide for 
the préparation and carrying out of plans for the protection of persons and property within the Sonoma County/operational 
area in the event of an emergency; to provide for the mitigation of the effects of natural, man-made, or war-caused emergen- 
cies which resuit in conditions of disaster or extrême péril to life, property, or the resources of the county of Sonoma; and to 
create an organization based on the standardized emergency management System (SEMS) (Government Code Section 8607) 
and the National Incident Management System (NIMS) and Homeland Security Presidential Directive-5 (HSPD-5) to coor- 
dinate the efforts of the various emergency services agencies, both public and private, within the County of Sonoma dealing 
with emergencies. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5204 § 1, 1999: Ord. No. 1593 § 2.) 



' Edilor's Noie. — Article 1, sections 10-1 through 10-16, were repealed by Ord. No. 1593. § 1 and subsequently by Ord. No. 1593. § 2. Sections 10-1 
tlirougli 1 0-9 were re-enacted as they now appear. 
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Sec. 10-2. Définitions. 

For the purpose of this article, the following words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them by 
this section: 

"County" means the county of Sonoma. 

"Director" means the director of emergency services of the county/operational area. 

"Disaster service worker" shall be as prescribed in Chapter 1 (commencing with 3201) of Part 1 , Division 4 of the Labor 
Code. 

"Emergency" means the existence of a state of war emergency, state of emergency, or local emergency as herein defmed. 

"Emergency council" means the Sonoma county/operational area emergency council organized pursuant to the provisions 
of Section 10-7 of this chapter. 

"Emergency services organization" means ail officers and employées of the county/operational area, ail persons enrolled 
to aid such officers and employées during an emergency, and ail officers and employées of political subdivisions, groups, 
organizations, or persons, who may, by agreement, or by opération of law, be charged with duties incident to the protection 
of life and property within the county during an emergency, or who may be impressed into service pursuant to law. 

"HSPD-5" means Homeland Security Presidential Directive — 5 signed by Président George W. Bush, February 28, 2003 
to manage domestic incidents by establishing a single, comprehensive national incident management System. 

"Incident command System (ICS)" means a nationally used standardized on-scene emergency management concept spe- 
cifically designed to allow users to adopt an integrated organizational structure equal to the complexity and demands of sin- 
gle or multiple incidents without being hindered by jurisdictional boundaries. 

"Local emergency" means the duly proclaimed existence, or threatened existence, of conditions of disaster or of extrême 
péril to the safety of persons and property within the territory of the county or within any portion thereof, caused by such 
conditions as air pollution, fire, flood, hazardous material incident, storm, épidémie, riot, tsunami, act of terrorism, drought, 
sudden and severe energy shortage, plant or animal infestation or disease, the Govemor's waming of an earthquake or vol- 
canic prédiction, earthquake, or other conditions, other than conditions resulting from a labor controversy, which conditions 
are or are likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of the County and require the 
combined forces of other political subdivisions to combat, or with respect to regulated energy utilities, a sudden and severe 
energy shortage requires extraordinary measures beyond the authority vested in the Califomia Public Utilities Commission. 

"National Incident Management System (NIMS)" means the System mandated by HSPD-5 that provides a consistent na- 
tionwide approach for Fédéral, State, local, and tribal govemments; the private-sector, and nongovemmental organizations to 
work effectively and efficiently together to prépare for, respond to, and recover from domestic incidents, regardless of cause, 
size, or complexity. To provide for interoperabiiity and compatibility among fédéral, state, local, and tribal capabilities, the 
NIMS includes a core set of concepts, principles, and terminology. HSPD-5 identifies thèse as the ICS; multi-agency coordi^ 
nation Systems; training; identification and management of resources (including Systems for classifying types of resources); 
qualification and certification; and the collection, tracking, and reporting of incident information and incident resources. 

"Operational area" means an intermediate level of the State Emergency Services Organization, consisting of the county of 
Sonoma and ail political subdivisions within the county area. 

"Political subdivision" means ail counties, city and counties, cities, districts, and other local govemment agencies or pub- 
lic agencies authorized by law in the state of California, including the county of Sonoma. 

"Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS)" means a management tool intended to standardize response to 
emergencies involving multiple jurisdictions or multiple agencies. SEMS requires emergency response agencies to utilize 
basic principals and components of emergency management including: Incident command System (ICS), multi-agency or 
interagency coordination, the operational area concept, and established mutual aid Systems. 

"State of emergency" means the duly proclaimed existence of conditions of disaster or extrême péril to the safety of per- 
sons and property within this state caused by such conditions as air pollution, fire, flood, hazardous material incident, storm, 
épidémie, riot, drought, sudden and severe energy shortage, plant or animal infestation or disease, the govemor's waming of 
an earthquake or volcanic prédiction or earthquake, or other conditions, other than conditions resulting from a labor contro- 
versy, or conditions causing a "state of war emergency," which conditions by reason of their magnitude, are or are likely to 
be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of any single county, city and county, or city, and 
require the combined forces of a mutual aid région or régions to combat, or with respect to regulated energy utilities, a sud- 
den and severe energy shortage requires extraordinary measures beyond the authority vested in the Califomia Public Utilities 
Commission. 
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"State of war emergency" means a condition whicli exists immediately with or without a proclamation thereof by the gov- 
ernor, whenever this state or the United States is attacked by an enemy of the United States, or upon receipt by the state of 
Califomia of a warning from the fédéral government indicating that such an enemy attack is probable or imminent. 

"Sudden and severe energy shortage" means a rapid unforeseen shortage of energy, resulting from, but not limited to, 
events such as an embargo, sabotage, or natural disasters, and which has statewide, régional, or local impact. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 
2007:Ord.No. 5204§2, 1999.) 

Sec. 10-3. Department of emergency services. 

There is Created the Department of Emergency Services. The department of emergency services shall hâve responsibili- 
ties which include: development and maintenance of county/operational area emergency plans; supervision and maintenance 
of the county/operational area emergency opérations center; coordination of county/operational area disaster preparedness, 
response, recovery and mitigation; serving as the coordination link between the local government level, the régional, state 
and fédéral level, and as liaison between the operational area jurisdictions/agencies, the Califomia Governor's Office of 
Emergency Services (OES), Califomia Governor's Office of Homeland Security (OHS), the Fédéral Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency (FEMA), and the Fédéral Department of Homeland Security (DHS); providing training, exercises, and educa- 
tional outreach to agencies within the operational area; and coordination of resource and information management, public 
information/waming Systems, mutual aid, and damage assessment information. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5204 § 3, 
1999: Ord. No. 1593 §2.) 

Sec. 10-4. Director of emergency services. 

The county administrator is hereby designated director of emergency services. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 1593 § 2.) 
Sec. 10-5. Powers and duties. 

The director is empowered to: 

(a) Direct the efforts of the department of emergency services and to direct the efforts of the emergency services organi- 
zation within the county/operational area for the accomplishment of the purpose of this ordinance, or of any other law, ordi- 
nance, or rules and régulations, relating to the préparation and iniplementation of emergency plans or programs now in ef- 
fect, or as may be hereinafter adopted in accordance with law, by the county, the state of Califomia or the United States of 
America. 

(b) Request the board of supervisors to proclaim the existence of a local emergency, if the board of supervisors is in ses- 
sion, or to issue such proclamation of local emergency under his own authority if the board of supervisors is not in session, 
provided, however, that whenever a local emergency is proclaimed by the director, the board of supervisors shall take action 
to ratify the proclamation within seven days thereafter or the proclamation shall hâve no further force and effect after the 
seventh day from the date of issuance. 

(c) Request the Govemor to proclaim a state of emergency when, in the opinion of the director, the locally available re- 
sources are inadéquate to cope with an emergency. 

(d) Promote coopération, and résolve questions of authority and responsibility that may arise, between agencies making 
up the emergency services organization, and coordinate the services of and direct staff within the emergency services organi- 
zation. 

(e) Upon recommendation of the emergency council, and subject to the approval of the board of supervisors, to enter into 
mutual aid agreements between the county and the United States, the state of Califomia, other political subdivisions, or any 
corporation, individual, or group of individuals provided, however, that any mutual aid contract entered into with any politi- 
cal subdivision, the whole of whose territory is located within the county of Sonoma, and any contract with any corporation, 
group of individuals or individual, within the county, shall contain the express provision that in the event of a local emer- 
gency duly proclaimed by the board of supervisors or the director, the director shall direct ail opérations of the emergency 
services organization within the territory so designated by said proclamation, and the director shall résolve ail questions of 
authority or responsibility that may arise between agencies responding to the proclamation of local emergency. 

(f) Represent the county in ail dealings with the public or private agencies on matters pertaining to emergencies. 
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(g) In the event of the proclamation of a local emergency as hereinabove provided, or the proclamation of a state of 
emergency or the existence of a state of war emergency, the director is empowered to: 

( 1 ) Make and issue rules and régulations on matters reasonably related to the protection of life and property affected 
by such emergency, provided, however, that such rules and régulations must be confirmed at the earliest practicable time by 
the board of supervisors of the county. 

(2) Obtain necessary resources, services, supplies, equipment, and such other properties found to be lacking or 
needed for the protection of life and property, and to bind the county for the fair value thereof, and if required immediately, 
to commandeer the same for public use. 

(3) Require the immédiate services of any county officer or employée and, in the event of proclamation of a state of 
emergency, or the existence of a state of war emergency, to command the services and aid of any citizen as he deems neces- 
sary in the exécution of his duties; such persons so impressed into such service shall be entitled to ail the privilèges, benefïts, 
and immunities as are provided by law for registered disaster service workers. 

(4) Réquisition necessary personnel and materials firom any department or agency of the county. 

(5) Exécute ail of his ordinary powers as county administrator, ail of the spécial powers conferred upon him by this 
chapter or by any resolution or emergency plan heretofore or hereinafter adopted by the board of supervisors and ail powers 
conferred on him by any statute, agreement or other lawful authority. 

(6) In the event of a local emergency, the director or his duly authorized représentative may order any person imped- 
ing efforts of any emergency service personnel to leave the area designated as an area within which a local emergency exists. 
Refusai by any person to obey the lawful directions of the director or his duly authorized représentative, or the hindrance or 
interférence by any person with the lawful duties of any emergency service personnel shall constitute a violation of this code 
and shall be punishable in the manner provided by Section 1-7 of this code. 

(h) Director shall designate the order of succession to that office to take effect in the event the director is unable to attend 
meetings, or to otherwise perform his duties during an emergency. Said orders of succession shall be approved annually by 
the board ofsupervisors.(Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord.No. 5204 § 4, 1999: Ord. No. 3552 § l;Ord.No. 1742;Ord.No. 1593 
§2.) 

Sec. 10-6. Repealed by Ord. No. 5204 § 5. 

Sec. 10-7. Emergency council — Membership. 

(a) There is created the Sonoma County/operational area emergency council. 

(b) The emergency council shall consist of the following members: 

(1) The chairman of the board of supervisors of the county; 

(2) The director or désignée; 

(3) The county director of the department of emergency services (county fire chief) or désignée; 

(4) The county sheriff or désignée; 

(5) The county director of gênerai services or désignée; 

(6) The county director of information Systems or désignée; 

(7) The county director of the department of health services or désignée; 

(8) The county director of human resources or désignée; 

(9) The county director of human services or désignée; 

(10) The county director of permit and resource management department or désignée; 

(11) The county director of the department of transportation and public works or désignée; 

(12) The gênerai manager of the sonoma county water agency or désignée; 

(13) The Régional Manager of Coast Valleys EMS agency or désignée; 

(14) One (l) représentative from each of the incorporated cities within the county, appointed from time to time by the 
respective city councils; 

(15) One (1) member representing the public utilities within the county engaged in the transmission of power, gas, 
téléphonie or télégraphie communications or other similar utility, appointed annually by the chair of the emergency council; 

( 1 6) One ( 1 ) member representing the public schools in the county appointed annually by the Sonoma County super- 
intendent of schools; 

(17) One (1) member representing the gênerai public appointed annually by the chair of the emergency council; 
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(18) One (1) member representing the local chapter of the American Red Cross; 

(19) One (1) représentative from the California National Guard; 

(20) One (1) représentative from the United States Coast Guard Two Rock Training Center; 

(21) One ( 1 ) représentative fjrom each spécifie state agency utilized in County's emergency response including, but 
not limited to, California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection (Cal- Fire), California Highway Patrol (CHP), and Cali- 
fornia Office of Emergency Services (OES); 

(22) One (1) représentative from any signatory party of the Operational Area Agreement in force, not previously 
identified herewithin. 

(c) Chairman of the board of supervisors shall be ex officio chairman of the emergency council. In his absence the direc- 
tor shall serve as chairman. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5204 § 6, 1999: Ord. No. 4628 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 3552 § 2; 
Ord. No. 1720; Ord. No. 1593.) 

Sec. 10-8. Emergency council — Powers and duties. 

(a) The emergency council is empowered to study, revise, and recommend to the board of supervisors for adoption, the 
Sonoma County/operational area emergency plan, and to review and recommend action upon ail proposed mutual aid agree- 
ments with the United States, state of California, other political subdivisions, corporations, groups, or individuals, and to 
review and recommend the adoption of such ordinances, resolutions and rules and régulations as may be necessary to im- 
plement the Sonoma County/operational area emergency plan or any mutual aid agreement entered into pursuant to such 
plan. Such plans shall take effect only upon its adoption by resolution by the board of supervisors of the county. 

(b) The emergency council shall meet at least semiannually. The chairman may call such other meetings as are deemed 
necessary. 

(c) A member of the department of emergency services staff shall be ex officio secretary of the emergency council and 
shall provide such administrative, technical and other assistance to the emergency council as may be needed and as are ap- 
proved by the director. 

(d) Each calendar year, the emergency council shall review the goals and objectives for the county/operational area. The 
council will recommend approval or suggest changes to the director of emergency services. 

(e) Approval of recommendations by the emergency council shall be by maj ority vote, a quorum of members being pré- 
sent. Présence in person by a majority of the members of such council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi- 
ness. The emergency council shall appoint such committees as shall be necessary to advise the council on questions relating 
to management of resources, communications, health services, utilities, the préservation of peace and safety, and in such 
other areas as may be deemed necessary by the council. 

(f) The emergency council shall periodically review the county/operational area emergency plan and recommend to the 
board of supervisors its rétention, amendment or repeal. 

(g) The emergency council may recommend the calling and conducting of test exercises, either singularly or in conjunc- 
tion with the United States, state of California, or any political subdivision, corporation, group or individual. The emergency 
council may recomniend such exercises as it deems necessary: provided, however, that no person conducting such exercises 
shall hâve the power to command the assistance of any private citizen, and the failure of any citizen to obey any order or 
régulation pertaining to the test exercise shall not constitute a violation of this chapter. 

(h) The emergency council shall approve any of the county/operational area' s funding distribution proposais to the extent 
required by the California Office of Emergency Services. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5204 § 7, 1999: Ord. No. 4628 § 2, 
1993; Ord. No. 1593 §2.) 

Sec. 10-9. Expenditures. 

Any expenditure made in connection with the emergency services organization, including mutual aid activities, shall be 
deemed conclusively to be for the direct protection and benefit of the inliabitants of and property of the county of Sonoma. 
(Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 1593 § 2.) 

Sec. 10-10 through Sec. 10-16. Repealed by Ord. No. 1593 § 1. 
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Article II. Préservation of County Government. 
Sec. 10-17. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this article, the following words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them by 
this section: 

"Disaster" means an emergency, as defined in Section 10-2 of Chapter 10 of the Sonoma County Code, whether caused 
by human or natural events, which renders unavailable a majority of the board of supervisors of the county. 

"Unavailable" means that a supervisor is either killed, missing or so seriously ill or injured as to be unable to attend meet- 
ings and otherwise perform his duties. Any question as to whether a particular officer is unavailable shall be settled by the 
board of supervisors or any remaining available members thereof. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 636 § 1.) 

Sec. 1 0-1 8. Appointment of standby officers. 

(a) To provide for the continuance of the législative and executive departments of the county in occasions of a disaster, 
the board of supervisors may appoint three standby officers for each member of such board to succeed to such member's 
duties in the event of his unavailability as a resuit of a disaster. 

(b) Standby officers shall be appointed, serve and qualify in accordance with Title Two, Division One, Chapter Seven, 
Article Fifteen of the Government Code of the State of California, commencing with Section 8635. The board of supervisors 
shall hâve discrétion as to whether or not such appointments shall be made. In the event of a disaster any vacancy occurring 
on the board of supervisors which cannot be filled by a standby officer by reason of the fact that standby officers hâve not 
been appointed or are unavailable, shall be filled as provided by this article. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 1593 § 3.) 

Sec. 10-19. Meeting of board of supervisors after disaster."* 

The board of supervisors shall meet as soon as possible after a disaster, the place of meeting need not be within the 
county. The meeting may be called by the chairman of the board of supervisors or by a majority of the available members of 
the législative body. Should there be only one member of the législative body available, he may call and hold such meeting 
and perform any acts necessary to reconstitute the board of supervisors. 

At the first meeting after the disaster the board of supervisors shall: 

(a) Ascertain the damage to the county, to personnel and property. 

(b) Proceed to reconstitute itself by filling vacancies until there are three members of such board. Should only one mem- 
ber of the board of supervisors, or only one standby officer be available, he shall hâve the power to reconstitute the board of 
supervisors. 

(c) Proceed to reconstitute the govemment of the county by appointment of qualified persons to fill vacancies in the 
county govemmental System. 

(d) Proceed to perform its fianctions in the préservation of law and order and in the fiimishing of local services. (Ord. 
5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 636 §§ 3, 4.) 

Sec. 10-20. Procédure when ail members of législative body unavailable. 

Should ail members of the législative body be unavailable, temporary officers shall be appointed as foUows: 

(a) By the chairman of the board of supervisors of any other county within one hundred and fifty miles of this county, 
beginning with the nearest and most populated county and going to the farthest and least populated, and, if he is unavailable; 

(b) By the mayor of any city within one hundred fifty (150) miles of the county seat beginning with the nearest and most 
populated city and going to the farthest and least populated. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5204 § 9, 1999: Ord. No. 636 
§5.) 



As to meetings of board of supervisors generally, see Chapter 2, Section 2-1 of the Sonoma County Code. 
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Article III. Control of Food and Other Resources. 

Sec. 10-21. Purposes of article. 

The declared purposes of this article are to provide for the conservation, control and distribution of those resources of tliis 
county which are essential to survival and recovery of individuals, government and the business economy of the county dur- 
ing and following a local emergency or a state of emergency, as defined in the California Emergency Services Act. (Ord. 
5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5204 § 10, 1999: Ord. No. 686.) 

Sec. 10-22. "Resources" defined. 

As used in this article, the term "resources" means ail foods for humans or animais and ail essential survival items, ser- 
vices, supplies, and equipment declared to be in critical supply by the director of emergency services, during a local emer- 
gency or a State of emergency. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5204 § 11, 1999: Ord. No. 686 § 2.) 

Sec. 10-23. Repealed by Ord. No. 5204 § 12. 

Sec. 10-24. Repealed by Ord. No. 5204 § 12. 

Sec. 10-25. Repealed by Ord. No. 5204 § 12. 

Sec. 10-26. Duties of vendors, possessors and producers of resources. 

The vendors, possessors and producers of resources as defined in Section 1 0-22 are prohibited from selling, gi ving away 
or otherwise disposing of controlled resources in their possession at the onset of or during a local emergency or a state of 
emergency except in the manner, and at the time specified, in the directives issued by the director of emergency services. 
(Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5204 § 13, 1999: Ord. No. 686 § 5.) 

Sec. 10-27. Prohibited acts; penalties. 

It shall be a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1 ,000.00) or by imprisonment not to 
exceed six (6) months, or both, for any person during a local emergency or state of emergency: 

(a) Willfully to obstruct, hinder or delay the director of emergency services, or his agent in the enforcement of any law- 
ful rule or régulation issued pursuant to this article, or in the performance of any duty imposed upon the director of emer- 
gency services by virtue of this article. 

(b) To do any act forbidden by any lawfiil rules or régulations issued pursuant to this article, if such act is of such nature 
as to give or be likely to give assistance to the enemy, or to imperil the lives or property of inhabitants of this county, or to 
prevent, hinder or delay the défense or protection thereof. (Ord. 5761 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5204 § 14, 1999: Ord. No. 686 
§6.)- 



1 0-7 (Reviscd 4-08) 



•TtjrfT 



■■.WUi 



f: i 



^^, 



^ Insert 

•«.#> 11. DRAINAGE AND 

t! STORMWATER 

ii MANAGEMENT 






Tab hère 



Discard this page!!! 



■ <T .' V ■ - ■ ■ 



• 



CHAPTERll 

DRAINAGE AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT' 

Article I. Drainage Facilities. 

§ 1 1-1 Findings and purpose. 

§ 1 1-2 Pennit for certain acts — Required. 

§11-2.1 Drainage design requirenients. 

§ 11-3 Same — Application. 

§ 11-4 Same — Fées. 

§11-5 Same — Issuance; effect. 

§ 11-6 Reserved. 

§ 11-7 Same — Transferability. 

§ 11-8 Same — Security deposit. 

§ 11-9 Same — Performance ofwork; inspections. 

§ 11-10 Abatement of violations. 

§ 11-11 Appeals. 

§ 1 1 - 1 2 Certain dams exempt. 

§ 11-12.1 Exemption for resource conservation restoration, or enlianceraent projects. 

§11-13 Emergency work. 

§ 11-14 Applicability of article — To conditions due to natural causes. 

§ 11-15 Same — To preexisting conditions, etc. 

§ 11-16 Administration of article. 

Article II. Copeland Creek Drainage Plan. 

§ 11-17 Findings. 

§ 11-18 Purpose of article. 

§11-19 Plan generally. 

§ 11-20 Fées to be paid as condition to subdivision, etc., of land — Established. 

§ 11-21 Same — Computation and payment generally. 

§ 1 1-22 Same — To be paid only once; records. 

§ 1 1-23 Drainage facilities fund — Established, etc. 

§11-24 Same — In lieu of payments. 

Article III. Stormwater Quality. 

§ 11-25 Purpose and intent of article. 

§ 11-26 Définitions. 

§ 11-27 Administrative autlîorities. 

§ 11-28 Constniction and application. 

§ 11-29 Discharge of non-stormwater. 

§ 1 1-30 Discharge in violation of NPDES pennit. 

§ 11-31 Unlawful discharge and unlawful connections. 

§ 11-32 Réduction of pollutants in stormwater. 

§11-33 Enforcement. 

§ 11-34 Violations constituting misdemeanors. 

§ 11-35 Violation — Additional actions and remédies. 



As to changes in cable télévision facilities required by constmction of drains, etc., see § 8-7 of this code. As to rivers and streams, see Ch. 23. 
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§ 11-36 Violation — Emergency abatement. 

§ 11-37 Fine for falsification of data. 

§11-38 Continuing violation. 

§ 11-39 Concealment. 

§ 1 1-40 Acts potentially resulting in violation of Fédéral Clean Water Act and/or Porter-Cologne Act. 

§ 11-41 Violations deemed a public nuisance. 

§ 11-42 Civil actions. 

§ 1 1-43 Remédies not exclusive. 

§ 11-44 Dispute — Request for ruling. 

§ 11-45 Appeals. 

§11-46 Applicable area. 

Article I. Drainage Facilities.^ 

Sec. 11-1. Findings and purpose. 

The board of supervisors finds and déclares that the free flow of flood waters through the various waters and channels 
throughout the county is essential to the protection of persons and property throughout the county, and any construction, 
deposit of material or other act or thing constructed, deposited or donc with any channel or waterway within the county re- 
suhing in the obstruction or diminution of free flow of flood waters in such channel or waterway is detrimental and danger- 
ous to the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the county. (Ord. No. 4803 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 1108 § 15.) 

Sec. 11-2. Permit for certain acts — Required. 

No person, municipality or public district shall commit or cause to be committed any of the acts hereinafter described, 
unless a written permit has first been obtained from the enforcing officer: 

(a) Impair or impede or obstruct the natural flow of storm waters or other water rurming in a defined channel, natural or 
man-made, or cause or permit the obstruction of any such channel. 

(b) Deposit any material in such channel. 

(c) Aller the surface of land so as to reduce the capacity of such channel. 

(d) Construct, aller or repair any storm water drainage structure, facility or channel without first obtaining a permit 
therefor, as provided by this article. 

(e) Commit any act, within any easement dedicated for drainage purposes, that will impair the use of such easement for 
such purpose. 

(f) Place any material along the sides of any defined channel or so close to the side of such channel as to cause such 
material to be carried away by flood waters passing through such channel. 

(g) Construct any structure within one hundred feet of the top of any embankment, natural or man-made which defines a 
chaimel, except structures constructed on a lot in a subdivision where the flood hazard has been found to be remote in the 
review by the county water agency. 

(h) Deposit any material as aforesaid, which contains paper, bottles, cans, lumber, garbage, organic matter or other ma- 
terial which will not readily become an intégral part of the channel side. 

(i) Deposit car bodies or any unsightly material on the top of sides of any embankment, natural or man-made which 
defines a channel. (Ord. Nos. 1108 § 1, 1300 § 1.) 

Sec. 11-2.1. Drainage design requirements. 

Ail drainage structures and facilities shall be designed and constructed according to the Sonoma County water agency' s 
flood control design criteria, latest édition or subséquent amendments thereto. (Ord. No. 4981 § 5, 1996.) 



' For State law as to local flood control, see Wat. C. § 8000 et seq. As to flood control by counties, see Wat. G. § 8100 et seq. As to watershed protec- 
tion and flood prévention generally, see Wat. C, § 12850 et seq. 
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Sec. 11-3. Same — Application. 

The enforcing officer shall prescribe and provide a standard form of application for permit as required by this article and 
such application when duly executed and signed by the enforcing officer shall become the permit. The application shall state 
the property owner's name together with such détails as in the opinion of the enforcing officer are necessary to establish the 
purpose of the act or work to be performed, the location, dimensions, estimated total cost and the dates for commencement 
and for completion of the work; except, that the enforcing officer may at his discrétion establish the date of completion. The 
application shall be executed by the property owner or his duly authorized agent and filed with the enforcing officer. The 
application shall provide the enforcing officer with such information as he shall request or demand in order that ail engi- 
neering and other technical information may be available as necessary to locate, delineate, illustrate, identify, justify and 
substantiate the proposed work or act, and the right and necessity of the applicant to perform the act or work. The enforcing 
officer may require the applicant to submit ail investigations and technical reports as the enforcing officer deems necessary 
and proper. The application shall provide the written consent and waiver of liability given by any and ail persons, or public 
agencies having jurisdiction, who of themselves or their property would be affected in any manner by the acts or work to be 
performed. (Ord. No. 1 108 § 5.) 

Sec. 11-4. Same — Fées. 

Fées for the performance of work under permits issued pursuant to the provisions of this article shall be those recom- 
mended by the enforcing officer and established and adopted by the board of supervisors from time to time by resolution. 
Before a permit is issued the applicant shall deposit with the enforcing officer for payment to the treasurer of the county of 
Sonoma a sufficient sum to cover the fee for issuance of the permit, in accordance with the schedule established and 
adopted by the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 4803 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 1108 § 6.) 

Sec. 11-5. Same — Issuance; effect. 

The written permits required by this article shall be issued by the enforcing officer or his lawful appointée for any lawfiil 
use subject to conditions set forth in this article and as required by law. The issuance of a permit shall in no manner whatso- 
ever imply or impugn a responsibility or liability on the part of the county, or its employées, for injuries or damage resulting 
fi-om any act or condifion regulated by this article. (Ord. No. 4803, § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 1 108 § 4.) 

Sec. 1 1 -6. Reserved. 

(Ord. No. 5603 § 2, 2005: Ord. No. 1 108 § 5.) 

Sec. 11-7. Same — Transferability. 

No permit issued under this article may be transferred or assigned in any manner whatsoever, voluntarily or by opération 
of law, without the express consent of the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 1 108 § 9.) 

Sec. 1 1 -8. Same — Security deposit. 

Any permit issued pursuant to this article may be issued on the condition that it is not valid until the permittee has en- 
tered into a written contract with the county to perform the work in accordance with the terms of the permit and posted secu- 
rity in an amount satisfactory to the enforcing officer for the faithfiil performance of the work, which security shall not ex- 
ceed one hundred percent (100%) of the cost of the work to be performed or its removal or reconstruction in the event of 
default on the part of permittee. (Ord. No. 1 108 § 8.) 

Sec. 1 1 -9. Performance of work; inspections. 

The enforcing officer may inspect or cause to be inspected any work done pursuant to a permit issued under the provi- 
sions of the article and no permittee shall be deemed to hâve complied with this article until a final inspection of the work 
has been made by the enforcing officer or his représentative and a report made in writing that the work has been completed 
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in accordance with the permit. Unsatisfactory work shall be corrected or reconstructed by the permittee and should the en- 
forcing offlcer deem that deiay in pursuit of completion of the work is due to lack of diligence or willfùl act on the part of 
the permittee, the enforcing officer may apply to the board of supervisors for permission to contract with any licensed gên- 
erai contractor for the construction and completion of the work in conformance with the permit or for the removal of work 
or structures which are nonconforming to the permit and the cost thereof may be charged to the permittee upon order of the 
board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 1 108 § 7.) 

Sec. 11-10. Abatement of violations. 

(a) Notice of Violation. In the event of a violation of this article and in addition to other penalties herein provided, the 
enforcing officer may serve a written notice upon the owner of the property on which the violation occurred by personal 
service or by registered mail addressed to the owner as his address appears on the assessment roll of the county. The notice 
shall State the nature of the violation, that the owner is required to abate the condition constituting the violation witliin ten 
(10) days after the notice is received, and that if the owner fails to abate the condition within such period, the condition may 
be abated by the enforcing officer and the owner shall be liable for the cost thereof Each day that such condition constitut- 
ing the violation continues after notice to the owner of the property to abate the same shall be a separate violation, regard- 
less of whether the condition was originally caused by owner or others. 

(b) Abatement by County. If the condition is not abated by the owner in accordance with such notice, the enforcing offi- 
cer may abate the condition and shall charge the owner for the cost thereof If this charge is not paid within sixty (60) days, 
the amount of such charge plus accumulated interest at the rate of six percent (6%) per annum from the date of the charge 
shall be added to the next regular tax bill sent to the owner and shall be coUected in the manner fixed by law for the collec- 
tion of taxes or in the alternative recovery therefor may be had through civil action. 

(c) Emergency Abatement. If the enforcing officer finds that a violation has created an emergency condition endanger- 
ing the public health or safety, he may abate the condition in accordance with subsection (b) hereof without giving the no- 
tice required by subsection (a). 

(d) Civil Remédies. Any structure, fiU, dam, deposit of earth or other material or altération of the surface of land con- 
structed, installed, deposited or maintained contrary to the provisions of this article shall be and the same is hereby declared 
to be a public nuisance, and the county counsel shall, upon order of the board of supervisors, immediately commence action 
or proceedings for the abatement and removal and enjoinment thereof in the manner provided by law, and shall take such 
other steps and shall apply to such courts as may hâve jurisdiction to grant such relief as wdll abate or remove such structure, 
fin, dam, deposit of earth or other material or aheration of the surface of land or other condition existing because of viola- 
tion of any provision hereof, and restrain and enjoin any person from constructing, installing or maintaining any such struc- 
ture, fîU, dam, deposit of earth or other material or altération of the surface of land or any other condition existing due to any 
violation of this article. (Ord. Nos. 1 108 § 2, 1300 § 2.) 

Sec. 11-11. Appeals. 

Any person aggrieved by the refusai of a permit or by the terms of a permit required by this article may appeal to the 
board of supervisors. Any such appeal shall be in writing filed with the clerk of the board of supervisors within fifteen (15) 
days after the refusai of a permit or the issuance of a permit, the terms of which are unsatisfactory to the permittee. An ap- 
peal shall set forth the grounds therefor, the work proposed to be donc, the method of accomplishing same, together with 
sufficient factual, engineering and technical data to set forth the basis and the reasons for the appeal. At its first regular 
meeting after the filing of any appeal, the board of supervisors shall set the same for hearing not less than ten (10) days nor 
more than twenty (20) days after the date of such meeting and shall cause written notice of the time and place thereof to be 
given to ail parties concemed. 

If, after the hearing on any appeal, the board of supervisors finds ail of the following to be true, the permit shall be 
granted: 

(a) That the applicant will be substantially damaged by the refusai to grant the permit. 

(b) That no other reasonable method of obtaining the desired results is available except as proposed by the applicant. 

(c) That the granting of the permit will not be materially detrimental to the public interest, safety, health and welfare or 
injurious to other property. (Ord. No. 1 108 § 10.) 
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Sec. 11-12. Certain dams exempt. 

Dams constructed for the purpose of impounding water when designed or approved by an agency of the fédéral govern- 
ment or of the state, or when subject to review and approval by the state department of water resources, pursuant to Part I of 
Division 3 of the State Water Code, shall be exempt from the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 1 108 § 1 .) 

Sec. 11-12.1. Exemption for resource conservation, restoration, or enhancement projects. 

Soil, water, wildlife, or other resource conservation, restoration, or enhancement projects shall be exempt from the provi- 
sions of this article where a public agency assumes full responsibility for the work. (Ord. No. 5666 § 2(a), 2006.) 

Sec. 11-13. Emergency work. 

This article shall not prevent any person from performing emergency maintenance or work within, upon, over, under or 
through any watercourse, channel, ditch, conduit ornatural drainage way as may be necessary and proper for the préserva- 
tion of life or propertywhen an urgent necessity therefor arises. The person performing such emergency work shall apply 
for a written permit therefor within ten (10) calendar days after the beginning of such work. (Ord. No. 1 108 § 3.) 

Sec. 11-14. Applicability of article — To conditions due to natural causes. 

Nothing contained in this article shall be deemed to apply to the obstruction, stoppage or diminution of capacity of any 
channel or waterway due to natural causes. (Ord. No. 1 1 08 § 13.) 

Sec. 11-15. Same — To preexisting conditions, etc. 

It is the intent of this article that it be prospective in opération only and the provisions hereof shall not apply to structures 
or conditions in existence prior to the effective date ofthe ordinance from which this article dérives. ' (Ord. No. 1 108 § 14.) 

Sec. 11-16. Administration of article. 

The director ofthe permit and resources management department is charged with the responsibility for the administration 
ofthe provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 4803 § 1, 1994: Ord. Nos. 1 108 § 1 1, 2105 § 5, 2470.) 

Article II. Copeland Creek Drainage Plan. 

Sec. 11-17. Fiiidings. 

The board of supervisors do fînd and detemiine as follows: 

(a) That the subdivision and development of property within the Copeland Creek drainage plan area will require con- 
struction ofthe facilities prescribed in such plan. 



"' Editor's note. — The ordinance from which this article dérives was passed and adopted October 14, 1968, and became effective thirty days thereaf- 
ter. 
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(b) That the costs described in the Copeiand Creek drainage plan are reasonable estimâtes of the cost of constnicting tiîe 
faciiities described in such plan. 

(c) That the fées described in section 1 1-20 are fairiy and uniformly apportioned on ail land \^ithin the area of the Copeiand 
Creek drainage pian on a per acreage basis. 

(d) That the drainage faciiities described within the Copeiand Creek drainage plan are in addition to existing local drainage 
faciiities serving the area at the time of the adoption of the Copeiand Creek drainage plan. (Ord. No. 1 065 §3.) 

Sec. 11-18. Purpose of article. 

It is the purpose of this article to reqiiire the pay^nent of a fee as a condition of approval of any final subdivision map or as a 
condition of any permit for the construction and development of any property within the area described in the Copeiand Creek 
drainage plan. Such fées are for the purpose of defraying the actual or estimated cost of constnicting planned drainage fadlities 
for the removal of surface and storm waters from the drainage area inciuded within the Copeiand Creek drainage plan. (Ord. No. 
1065 §1.) 

Sec. 11-19. Plan generaiiy. 

Référence is hereby made to the Copeiand Creek drainage pian which was approved by the city coundl of the City of Rohnen 
Park pursuant to Resolution No. 67-64, adopted by such city coundl on August 7, 1967, and approved by concurrent resolution 
No. 20275-DR 20279, adopted August 14, 1967, by the Board of Supervisors of Sonoma County and the board of direaors of 
the Sonoma Coimty flood control and waier conservation distria, which plan contains an estimate of the total cost of construa- 
ing the drainage faciiities required by the plan, and a map of the drainage area showing its boundaries and the location of pianned 
drainage fadlities. Copies of the Copeiand Creek drainage plan shall at ail times be on file and available for public inspection in 
the office of the derk of the Board of Supervisors ai the County Administration Center, 2555 Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa, 
California. (Ord. No. 1065 §2.) 

Sec. 11-20. Fées to be paid as condition to subdivision, etc., of land — established."" 

There is hereby established a fee of six hundred thirty dollars per acre, which shall be paid as a condition of the subdivision or 
development of any land within the Copeiand Creek drainage plan as provided by this article. An équivalent portion of the fee 
shall be paid when applied to any fraction of an acre of land. (Ord. Nos. 1065 §4, 1682.) 

Sec. 11-21. Same — Computation and payment generaiiy. 

Payment of the fées prescribed in section 11-20 shall be made a condition of the approval of any final subdivision map as 
defined in the Subdivision Map Act. Computation of the fee siiall be based upon the total acreage within the exterior boundaries 
of the land described in the final subdivision map. 

Payment of the fee prescribed in section 1 1-20 shall also be made a condition to the issuance of any building permits for the 
development of any land within the area of the Cop>eland Creek drainage plan against which such fee has not aiready been paid. 
For the purposes of this artide, development of the land is defîned as any construction or improvement thereon which requires a 
building permit under the terms of chapter 7. Computation of the fee shall be based upon the amount of land to be utilized by the 
development or the planned future extension thereof . Any dispute as to the amoimt of land to be utilized in coimection with the 
development shall be resoived by the coimty building inspector, whose dedsion is subjea to review by the Board of Supervisors. 
(Ord. No. 1065 §5.) 

Sec. 11-22. Same — To be paid oniy once; records. 

Only one fee or portion thereof as required by this article shall be paid as to any acre of land or portion thereof. Accuraie 
records shall be kept concerning the collection of fées under this anicie, and such records shall set forth the amount of fées paid 
as to each parce! of land to wiiich such fées apply. (Ord. No. 1065 §8.) 



'.Ai to subdivisions generaiiy, ses ch. 25 of this code. 
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Sec. 11-23. Drainage facHities fund — established, etc. 

There is hereby established the Copeland Creek drainage facilities fund. Ail fées coUected pursuant to the ternis and provisions 
of this article shall be deposited in such fund, and ail moneys in such fund shall be expeaded soiely for the constmaion or 
reimbursement for constmaion of local drainage fadiities within the area of the Copeland Creek drainase plan. (Ord. No. 1065 
§6.) 

Sec 11-24. Same — In lieu of payments. 

Cash or other considération in lieu of the payment of fées prescribed in section 1 1-20 may be accepted and deposited in the 
Copeland Creek drainage fadiities fund. Any considération received and so deposited other than cash shall be credited on the 
basis of its fair market value. (Ord. No. 1065 §7.) 
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Article III. Stormwater Quality. 
Sec. 1 1 -25. Purpose and intent of article. 

(a) The purpose of this article is to protect and enhance the water quality of the county's watercourses pursuant to, and 
consistent with, the Fédéral Clean Water Act and araendments thereto and to assure compliance with the conditions set forth 
by the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) as requirements of stormwater discharge permits. 

(b) It is the intent of the board of supervisors in enacting this article to protect the health, safety and gênerai welfare of 
the county's citizens by: 

( 1 ) Controlling the discharge to the county's stormwater system from spills and the dumping or disposai of materi- 
als other than stormwater. 

(2) Reducing poUutants in stormwater discharges to the maximum extent practicable. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-26. Définitions. 

The following words and phrases when used in this article shall hâve the meaning as defined herein. Words and phrases 
used in this article and not otherwise defined shall be interpreted as defined in the régulations of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to implement the provisions of the Fédéral Clean Water Act and as defined by the State Water Resources 
Control Board to implement the Porter-Cologne Act in the State Water Code. 

(a) "Administrative authority" means the county department(s) or other agency (ies) approved by the board of supervi- 
sors to administer and enforce any portion of the provisions of this article. County departments which may be so designated 
include, but are not limited to, the permit and resource management department, transportation and public works depart- 
ment, department of health services, department of emergency services or the agricultural commissioner. 

(b) "Discharge" means the flow of water and or other materials to the stormwater system from any distinguishable or 
identifiable source, other than from a vessel or other floating craft. 

(c) "Prohibited discharge" means any poUuted discharge or any discharge to the county ' s stormwater system that is not 
composed entirely of stormwater, except discharges pursuant to a NPDES permit, discharges resulting from emergency fire 
fighting activities and discharges flirther exempted at Section 1 l-29(b)(2). 

(d) "Pollutant" means any material other than water. 

(e) "Pollutant" loading means the aggregate quantity of ail poUutants. 

(f) "Polluted discharges" means those discharges whose pollutant load is such as to detract fi-om or place limits on any 
actual or potential bénéficiai use of the receiving waters. 

(g) "Unpolluted discharges" means those discharges whose pollutant load does not detract from, or place limits on any 
actual or potential bénéficiai use of the receiving water. 

(h) "Stormwater" means stormwater runoff, snow melt runoff and surface water runoff and drainage. 

(i) "Authorized county employee(s)" means those individuals designated by the administrative authority to act as his or 
her désignées. 

(j) "Best management practices" or "BMPs" means schedules of activities, prohibitions or practices, gênerai good 
housekeeping practices, pollution prévention practices, maintenance procédures, and other management practices to prevent 
or reduce the discharge of poUutants directly or indirectly to watercourses, water bodies, and wetlands. BMPs also include 
treatment requirements, operating procédures, design spécifications, and practices to control plant site runoff, spillage or 
leaks, sludge or waste disposai or drainage from raw material storage. 

(k) Stormwater system means those facilities by which stormwater may be collected and conveyed to any stream, water- 
course, other body of water or wetlands, publicly or privately owned which are not part of a publicly owned treatment works 
("POTW") as that term is defined in 40 CFR Secfion 122.2. 

(I) "County's stormwater system" means those publicly owned or maintained stormwater facilities that are situated 
within the county. 

(m) "Non-stormwater discharge" means any discharge that is not entirely composed of stormwater or any release of pol- 
lutants that potentially or actually discharges to the county's stormwater system. 

(n) "Premises" means any building, lot, parcel, real estate, or land or portion of land whether improved or unimproved 
including adjacent sidewalks and parking strips. 

(o) "Commercial facility" means any nonresidential premises or any premises used as a site of commercial acfivity. 
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(p) "Significant noncompliance" means non-compliance with any provision of this article that either: 
( 1 ) Poses or threatens to pose a significant danger to the environment or public health; 

(2) Has not been abated in a reasonable period to time; or 

(3) Has recurred. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-27. Administrative authorities. 

Except as otherwise provided in this code, the provisions of this article shall be administered by the administrative au- 
thority. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-28. Construction and application. 

This article shall be construed in a manner which is consistent with the requirements of the Fédéral Clean Water Act and 
acts amendatory thereof, any applicable implementing régulations thereto and any NPDES permit for stormwater discharges 
from the applicable area issued by the State Water Resources Control Board or any Régional Water Quality Control Board 
and any amendment, revision or reissuance of the permit. (Ord. No. 5585 § l(a), 2005: Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 1 1 -29. Discharge of non-stormwater. 

(a) The release of non-stormwater discharges to the county's stormwater System is prohibited. 

(b) The foUowing discharges are exempt from the prohibition set forth in subsection (a) of this section: 

( 1 ) Any discharge in compliance with a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit issued 
to the discharger and administered by the state of Califomia under the authority of the United States Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency. 

(2) Discharges from the following activities will not be considered a prohibited discharge to the county's stormwa- 
ter System when properly managed: flushing of potable water from potable water Unes and other discharges from potable 
water sources, landscape irrigation and lawn watering, irrigation water, diverted sfream flows, rising groundwaters, uncon- 
taminated groundwater infiltration to storm drains, uncontaminated pumped groundwater, foundation and footing drains, 
water from crawlspace pumps, air conditioning condensation, springs, runoff from individual residential car washing, flows 
from riparian habitats and wetlands, dechlorinated swimming pool discharges or flows from emergency firefighting, any 
other flows necessary for implementing BMPs directed or approved by the administrative authority. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 
1996.) 

Sec. 1 1 -30. Discharge in violation of NPDES permit. 

Any discharge that would resuit in, or contribute to a violation of any NPDES permit for stormwater discharges from the 
applicable area and any amendment, revision or reissuance of such permit, either separately considered or when combined 
with other discharges, is prohibited. Liability for any such discharge shall be the responsibility of the person(s) causing or 
responsible for the discharge, and such persons shall défend, indemnify and hold harmless the county, its officers, agents, 
and employées in any administrative or judicial enforcement action relating to such discharge. (Ord. No. 5585 § l(b), 2005: 
Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11 -31 . UnIawfuI discharge and uniawfui connections. 

(a) It is uniawfui to establish, use, maintain or continue unauthorized drainage connections to the county' s stormwater 
System. 



• 
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(b) It is unlawfiil to establish, use, maintaih or continue drainage connections to the county's stonnwater System which 
are or may be a source of prohibited discharges. 

(c) It is unlawfiil to commence or continue any unauthorized and/or prohibited discharges to the county's stonnwater 
System. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-32. Réduction of poUutants in stormwater. 

(a) Activities Resulting in Discharge of Pollutants. Any person engaging in activities which may resuit in pollutants 
entering the county's stonnwater System shall undeitake ail practicable measures to reduce and/or eliminate such 
pollutants. AU activities that do actually, or may potentially, resuit in the deposit of pollutants in or on the county's 
stormwater System, in any tributary of this System, and ail land which drains to either this System or any of its tributaries 
shall be construed as activities which may resuit in poUutants entering the county's stormwater system. Examples of 
such activities include, but are not limited to, ownership and use of pr^nises which may be a source of poUutants such 
as parking lots, gasoline stations, indusuial facilities, business enteiprises and dwelling units. 

(b) PoUutants and Littering. No person shaU throw, deposit, leave, keep or permit to be thrown, deposited, placed, 
left or maintained, any refuse, household hazardous wastes or other hazardous waste, garbage, débris, or other wastes, 
or other discarded or abandoned objects or articles in or upon any stormwater System or upon any pubUc or pri vaîe pJot 
of land in the appUcable area so that the same might become a poUutant, except in bwfiiUy estabUshed waste disposai 
faciUties. 

(c) Sidewalks. The occupant or tenant, or in the absoice of occupant or tenant, the owner or proprietor of any real 
propaty in the county in front of which there is a paved sidewaflc shall maintain that portion of the sidewalk in firont 
of the property firee of din or iitter to the maximum exïent practicable. S weepings firom the sidewalk shaU not be swept 
or otherwise made or aUowed to go into the gulter or roadway or any élément of any drainage System, but shaU be 
disposed of in réceptacles maintained as required for the disposai of solid waste. 

(d) Construction Activities. Any construction contractor performing work in the applicable area shaU implement 
appnopriate best management practices to prevent the dischaige of constniction wastes or débris or contaminants ôx)m 
the construction materials, tools, and equipment from entering the stormwater system. 

(e) Bodies of Water. No person shaU throw or deposit Utter in any fountain, pool, lake, stieam, river or any other 
body of water in a park or elsewhere within the applicable area. 

(f) Standard for Parking Lots, Paved Areas, and Reiaied Stonnwater Systems. Persons owning, operaiing, or 
maintaining a paved parking lot, the paved areas of a gas station, a paved private street, road, or driveway and related 
stormwater Systems shaU clean those structures as frequently and thoroughly as practicable in a manner that does not 
resuit in discharge of poUutants to the stormwater system. 

(g) Notification of Intent and CompUance with General Permits. Each industrial discharger, discharger associated with 
construction activity or other discharger described in any gênerai stormwater pennit addressing such discharges as may 
be adopted by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the State Water Resources Control Board, or the 
Califomia Régional Water Quality Control Board, North Coast Région, shall provide the notice of intent, comply with, 
and undertake aU other activities required by any gênerai stormwater pennit applicable to such dischargers, and shall 
provide a copy of the notice of intent and of each annual report pursuant to any gênerai stormwater permit to the 
administrative authority, and shall pay any associated monitoring and enforcement fées to the county that may be "set 
by the board of supervisors. Each discharger identifîed in an individual NPDES permit relating to stormwater discharges 
shaU comply with and undertake aU activities required by such penniL 

(h) Compliance with Best Management Practices. Where best management practice guidelines or requirements hâve 
been adopted or published by the Environmental Protection Agency, any state of Califomia agency, any San Francisco 
Bay area agency, or the county, for any activity, opération or facility which may cause or contribute to prohibited 
discharges, every person undertaking such activity or opération or owning or operating such commercial facility shaU 
comply with such guideline or requirement. 

(i) Stormwater PoUution Prévention Plan. The administrative authority may requiie any business in the appUcable 
area that engages in activities which may resuit in prohibited discharges to develop and implement a stormwater poUution 
prévention plan, which must include an employée training program. Business activities which may require a stonnwater 
poUution prévention plan include, but are not Umited to, maintenance, storage, manufacturing, assembly, equipment 
opérations, vehicle loading or fueling, or cleanup procédures which are canied out partiaUy or whoUy out of doors. 
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(j) Coordination with Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and InventOTy. Any business subject to the 
Hazardous Materials Release Response and Inventory Plan, Division 20, Chapter 6^5 of the Califomia Health and Safety 
Code (commencing with Section 25500), shall include in that plan provision(s) for ccmipliance with this article, including 
the prohibitions on non-stormwater discharges and the requirement to reduce the release of poUutants to the maximum 
extent practicable. (Qrd. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-33. Eniorcement. 

(a) Inspections. Routine or area inspections by the county shall be based upon such reasonable sélection process as 
may be deemed necessary to carry out the objectives of this article, including, but not limited to, random sampling and/or 
sampling in areas where there is évidence of stormwater contamination, discharge of non-stormwater to the stormwater 
System, or similar activities. Such inspections may also be done in conjunction with routine inspections ccmducted by 
other public agencies such as the Environmental Health Division of the Department of Health Services and/or the 
Hazardous Materials DivisicHi of the Department of Emergency Services. 

(b) Authoity to Saniple and Establish Sampling Devices. With the consent of the owner or the occupant of proi)erty 
or pursuant to a search or inspection warrant, any authorized county employée may take such samples and meter such 
discharges as the administrative authority deems necessary to détermine whether a non-stomiwater discharge has taken 
place or is taking place and to détermine the magnitude of such discharges. Such county employée may establish on 
any property such devices as are necessary to conduct sampling or metering opérations. Duiing ail inspections as provided 
hereîn, the administrative authori^ may take any samples deemed necessary to aid in the pursuit of the inquiry or in 
the recordation of aie activities on-site. 

(c) Training of Employées — Notification of Spills. The owner of a commercial facility or the persons responsible 
for emergency respcHise for a commercial facili^ hâve the responsibility to train facility personnel and maintain 
notification procédures to assure: 

(1) Immédiate notification is provided to the county administrative authority of any suspected, confirmed or 
unconfirmed release of mat^ial, pollutants or waste creating a risk of discharge into the county stoimwaier drain system. 

(2) Immédiate notification is given to îhe "91 1" emergency response System if said discharge poses an immédiate 
threat to the public health or safety and/or the environment. 

(3) Written notification is provided to the county administrative authority within five working days. 

(i) Training of personnel shall assure that ail BMPs are being fuUy and conectly implemented and that ail 
releases of any non-stormwater discharge or of any poliutant that threatens to enter the county's stonnwater system are 
immediately recognized and that appropriate response is taken in the event of such release. 

(ii) As soon as any person in charge of a commercial facility or who is responsible for emergency response 
for a commacial facility has knowledge of, or reasonably could be expected to hâve knowledge of, any suspected, 
confirmed or unconfirmed release of a non-stormwater discharge enteiing, or of any poUutant that is threatening to enter, 
the county stormwater system from such facility, such person shall take ail necessary steps to ensure the eariy discovery 
and containment and clean up such release and shall immediately notify the county administrative authority. In addition, 
written notification shall be given to the county administrative authority within five woïking days. This written 
notification shall contain as a minimum a narrative describing the circumstances resulting in the release, or threatened 
release, the effcnts taken to clean up the release and tiie measures being taken to prevent reoccurrence. This notification 
requirement is in addition to, and not in lieu of, other required notifications. 

(d) Requirement to Test or Monitor. Any authorized county employée may reqmre that any person engaged in any 
activity or owning or operating any commercial facility which may cause or contribute to ilhcit discharges, undertake 
such monitoring activities and/or anaiysis and fumish such reports as the authorized employée may specify. The burden, 
including costs, of thèse activities, anaiysis and rqx)rts shall bear a reasonable relationship to the need for the monitoring 
and/or anaiysis and rqx)rts and the benefits to be obtained. The récipient of such a requirement shall undertake and 
provide the monitoring, anaiysis and reports required. 

(e) Order to Cease and Desist. When the county administrative authOTity fïnds that the discharge from a commercial 
facility is taking place, or is threatening to take place, in violation of the prohibitions of this article or any other discharge 
control requirements, the county administrative authority may issue a written order to cease and desist and may direct 
the discharge to: 
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(1) Compiy forthwith with the order àhd to cease those opérations which resuit or threaten to result in discharges 
which violate any prohibition or limit of this article until such time as the administrative authority States in writing that 
he or she is satisfied that BMPs which will remove the threat are in place; 

(2) Compiy with the order in accordance with a time schedule set by the administrative authority; or 

(3) In the event of a threatened violation take ^propriate remédiai or preventative action. 

(f) Require that the Discharger Submit a Schedule of Remédiai or Preventative Action. When the administrative 
audiority fïnds that the discharge firom a commercial faciliîy is taking place, or is threatening to take place, in violation 
of the code requirements, the administrative authority may issue an order to cease and desist and may direct the 
discharger to submit for her or his approval a detailed time schedule of spécifie actions the discharger shall take to correct 
or pievent the violation of such prohibitions and requirements. 

(g) Predischarge Facility. When source réduction BME*s are, in the opinion of the administrative authority, inadéquate 
to îffevMît actual or potential prohibiïed discharges from a commercial facility to the county's stormwater System, the 
administrative authority may require that the owner of the commercial facility shall provide, at the owner's expense, 
such jHiedischarge facilities as may been deemed necessaiy to reduce the pollutant load at a point prior to discharge from 
said facility or to any élément of the county's stormwater System. The administrative authority may fùrther require that 
the owner of the comm^xnal facility, at the owner's expense, provide a monitoring access hole so that the pollutant 
loading may be periodically measured. Examples of predischarge facilities are oil/grease intercq)tors and sand/sût 
interceptOTS. 

Plans, spécifications, and other pertinent factors related to the af orementioned predischarge facilities shall be submitted 
to the county for approval by the administrative authority. Construction of the proposed facilities shall not conmience 
until tfie administrative authority's ^proval is obtained in writing and use of the facilities shall not commence until the 
completed facilities are ^pproved in writing by the administrative authority. Such facilities, once approved, shall be 
continuously maintained in saîisfactory opeiating condition to the satisfaction of the administrative authority. (Ord. No. 
4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-34. Violations constituting misdemeanors. 

The violation of any provision of this article, or the failure to compiy with any of the mandatory requirements of this 
article shall constitute a misdemeanor. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-35. Violation— Additional actions and remédies. 

(a) Any non-stormwater discharger found to be in significant non-compliance as defïned in Section 11-26 in any 
calendar year may hâve its name published in the largest daily newspaper published in the Santa Rosa aiea. 

(b) Any person who violâtes any order issued by the administrative authority for violation of the provisions of this 
article regulating or prohibiting discharge of non-stormwater and which causes, or threatens to cause, non-stormwaters 
to enter the county's stOTmwater system may be liable civilly in a sum not to exceed the amount that the county may 
be fîned by the State Water Resources Control Board or the amount of any civil liability imposed on the county for 
noncompliance with the municipal stormwater discharge permit for the Santa Rosa area. (Oïd. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-36. Violation — Emergency abatement. 

If the administrative authority detennines that a violation of this article has created an emergency condition which 
seriously endangers the public health or safety, the administrative authority may abate the condition. The cost of said 
abatement shall be chaiged to the discharger and the county may at its option recover the same in a civil action. Such 
charge shall be in addition to any penalty for a violation of the article under Section 11-34 or ll-35(b) of this article. 
(Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 
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Sec. 11-37. Fine for falsification of data. 

Any person who sulHnits a report required by this article, which he or she knows, or should hâve reason to know, 
contains falsified data shall be subject to a fine not to exceed the amount that the county may be fined by the State Water 
Resources Ccmtrol Board or the amount of any civil liability imposed on the county for noncompliance with the municipal 
stormwater discharge permit for the Santa Rosa area. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-38. Continuing violation. 

Every day or any portion thereof any violation of this article continues shall constitute a separate offense. (Ord. No. 
4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-39. Concealment. 

Concealing, aiding or abetting a violation of any iwovision of this article shall constitute a violation of such provision. 
(Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-40. Acts potentiaily resulting in violation of Fédérai Clean Water Act and/or Porter-Cologne 
Act. 

Any person who violacés any provision of this article or who violâtes any cease and desist order or prohibition may 
also be in violation of the Fédéral Qean Water Act and/or the Porter-Cologne Act and may be subject to the sanction 
of those acts including civil and criminal penalties. Any enforcement actions authorized under this article may also 
include notice to the violator of such potential liability. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-41. Violations deemed a public nuisance. 

In addition to the penalties provided in this article, the county board of supervisors fînds and détermines that any 
condition caused or permitted to exist in violation of any of the provisions of this article is a threat to the public health, 
safety and welfare, is declared to be a nuisance and may be abated as such. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-42. Civil actions. 

In addition to any other remédies provided in this article, any violation of this article may be enf orced by civil action 
brought by the county. In any such action, the county may seek, as aRjropriate, any or ail of the following: 

(a) A t^nporary restraining order, preliminary and permanent injunction; 

(b) Reimbursement for the costs of any investigation, inspection or monitoring survey which led to the establishment 
of the violation, and for the reasonable costs of preparing and bringing administrative action under this article; 

(c) Costs incurred in removing, coirecting, or terminating the adverse effect resulting from the violation; 

(d) Compensatoiy damages for loss or destruction of water quality, wildlife, fish and aquatic life. 

Costs and damages recovered under this section shall be paid to the county and shall be used exclusively for costs 
assodated with monitoring and establishing stormwater discharge pollution control system(s) and implementing or 
enforcing the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-43. Remédies not exclusive. 

The remédies identified in this article are in addition to and do not supersede or limit any and ail other remédies, civil 
or criminal. The remédies provided in this article shall be cumulative and not exclusive. (Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 
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Sec. 1 1 -44. Dispute — Request for ruiing. 

If any discharger disputes an interprétation or application of this article, the discharger may request in writing a ruiing by 
the administrative authority on the matter. The administrative authority will set forth his or her determination(s) in writing. 
(Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-45. Appeals. 

If the discharger is dissatisfied with the déterminations made by the administrative authority under Section 1 1-44, the 
discharger may, within thirty (30) days after the receipt of the ruiing by the administrative authority, appeal the ruiing to the 
board of supervisors by filing a written notice of appeal with the clerk of the board. The notice shall state each basis and the 
grounds for the appeal. The board of supervisors shall make a final détermination of the issue(s) so submitted. (Ord. No. 
4981 § 6, 1996.) 

Sec. 11-46. Applicable area. 

The provisions of this article shall apply to discharges, pollution sources, and facilities located within the boundaries of 
any municipal NPDES permit for storm water discharges applicable to Sonoma County, as said boundaries are approved by 
the State Water Resources Control Board or any Régional Water Quality Control Board. Where said boundaries are estab- 
lished on or along a publicly-maintained drainage channel or publicly maintained road right-of-way, said boundary shall 
include ail of such facilities within public ownership and/or maintenance. (Ord. No. 5585 § l(c), 2005;: Ord. No. 4981 § 6, 
1996.) 
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CHAPTER 12 

FINANCE AND TAXATION' 

Article I. In General. 

§ 12-1 Consolidation of duties of treasurer and tax collector. 

Article II. Sales and Use Tax. 

§12-2 Purposes of article. 

§ 12-3 Operative date — Contractwith State Board ofEqualization. 

§12-4 Sales tax gênerai ly. 

§12-5 Use tax generally. 

§ 12-6 Crédit for taxes paid to cities in the county. 

§ 12-6.5 Crédit for city use taxes paid. 

§ 12-7 Collection not to be enjoined, etc. 

§ 1 2-8 Adoption of amendments to state law. 

§ 12-8.5 When article may be inoperative. 

§ 12-9 When article to become inoperative. 

§12-9.5 Penalty for violations. 

Article III. Transient Occupancy Tax. 

§ 12-10 Définitions. 

§ 12-11 Imposition of tax — Payment of tax by transient. 

§ 12-12 Exemptions. 

§ 12-13 Collection of tax by operator — Advertisements of assumption of tax, etc., prohibited. 

§ 12-14 Registration. 

§12-15 Reports and remittances. 

§ 12-16 Penalties for delinquent payment. 

§ 12-17 Détermination of tax by tax collector upon default of operator. 

§12-18 Records to be kept. 

§ 12-18.2 Change of ownership or operator. 

§ 12-19 Refunds. 

§ 12-20 Tax due deemed debt to county — Actions to collect. 

§ 12-21 Appeals. 

§12-21.2 Tax lien. 

§12-22 Violations and penalties. 

Article IV. Documentary Transfer Tax. 

§ 12-23 Amount levied. 

§12-24 Persons liable for payment. 

§ 12-25 Exemptions — Instnnnents securing debts. 

§12-26 Same — Governments, etc. 



' As lo purchases and sale of materials, equipment and other personal property, see §§ 2-52 to 2-74 of this code. As to license for public dances and dance 
halls, see §§ 4-2 to 4-13. As to permit for card rooms, see §§ 4-14 to 4-28. As to license for cireuses, etc., see §§ 4-36 to 4-42. As to dog licenses, see 
§ 5-1 6. As to kennel licenses, see §§ 5-35 to 5-44. As to auction sale permit, see §§ 8-1 8 to 8^1 . As to license for junk dealers and peddlers, see §§ 1 6-3 to 
16-8. As to license fee forjunk dealers, etc., vehicles, see § 16-13. As to license to collect, haul and transport refuse, see §§ 22-9 lo 22-21 . 
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§ 12-27 Same — Conveyances to make effective certain reorganizations or adjustments. 

§ 12-28 Same — Certain conveyances to effectuate orders of securities and exchange commission. 

§ 12-29 Same — Certain transfers of interests by partnerships. 

§ 12-30 Crédit for city tax. 

§ 12-3 1 Administration of article and similar city ordinances — Report and distribution of receipts. 

§ 12-32 Payment of tax prerequisite to recordation — Amount may be shown on separate paper — Information 

to be shown on document, etc. 

§12-33 Claims for refunds. 

§ 12-34 interprétation of article. 

§ 12-35 Recorder may require tnie copy of records relative to considération or value. 

§ 12-36 Misrepresentation of facts. 

§ 12-37 Unintentional errors. 



Article V. Installment Payment of Secured Taxes in Certain Specified Instances. 



§ 12-38 


Purpose. 


§ 12-39 


Eligibility. 


§ 12-40 


Notice to assessee. 


§ 12-41 


Application. 


§ 12-42 


Method of payment. 


§ 12-43 


Separate public record. 


§ 12-44 


Spécial provisions. 



Article VI. Reassessment Subséquent to Misfortune or Calamity. 

§12-45 Application of State statute. 

§ 12-46 Reassessment following misfortune or calamity. 

Article VII. Electricity Génération Tax. 

§ 12-50 Définitions. 

§12-51 Imposition of tax. 

§ 12-52 Tax rate. 

§ 12-53 Method of collection. 

§12-54 Priority and lien of tax. 

§ 12-55 Additional remédies. 

§ 12-56 Exemption. 

§ 12-57 Administration. 

§12-58 Disposition of revenue. 

Article I. In General. 

Sec. 12-1 . Consolidation of duties of treasurer and tax coilector. 

The duties of the offices of treasurer and tax coilector of the county are hereby consolidated, pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 24300 of the Government Code of the state. (Ord. No. 378.) 
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Article II. Sales and Use Tax.^ 

Sec. 12-2. Purposes of article. 

The board of supervisors hereby déclares that this article is adopted to achieve the following, among other, purposes, and 
direct that the provisions hereof be interpreted in order to accomplish those purposes. 

(a) To adopt sales and use tax ordinance which complies with the requirements and limitations contained in part 1 .5 of 
division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code of the state: 

(b) To adopt sales and use tax ordinance which incorporâtes provisions identical to those of the Sales and Use Tax Law 
of the State insofar as those provisions are not inconsistent with the requirements and limitations contained in part 1 .5 of di- 
vision 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

(c) To adopt sales and use tax ordinance which imposes a one and one-quarter percent tax and provides a measure there- 
for that can be administered and collected by the State Board of Equalization in a manner that adopts itself as fully as practi- 
cable to, and requires the least possible déviation from, the existing statutory and administrative procédures followed by the 
State Board of Equalization in administering and coUecting the state sales and use taxes. 

(d) To adopt a sales and use tax ordinance which can be administered in a manner that will, to the degree possible, be 
consistent with the provisions of Part 1 .5 of Division 2 of the said Revenue and Taxation Code, minimize the cost of coUect- 
ing county sales and use taxes and at the same time minimize the burden of record keeping upon persons subject to taxation 
underthe provision ofthis article. (Ord. Nos. 1518 § 1, 1684 § 1.) 

Sec. 12-3. Operative date — Contract with State Board of Equalization. 

This article shall become operative on July 1 , 1 956, and prior thereto this county shall contract with the State Board of 
Equalization to perform ail functions incident to the administration and opération ofthis article. (Ord. No. 438 § 3.) 



" For state law as to sales and use taxes, see Rev. & Tax. C, § 6001 et seq. As to authority of county to adopt uniform sales and use taxes, see Rev. & 
Tax. Co.§ 7201. 
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Sec. 12-4. Saies iax generaliy. 

(a) (1) For the privilège of seiling tangible personal property at retail a tax is hereby imposed upon ail retailers in the county 
at the raie of one per cent of tfae gross receipts of the retailer from the sale of ail tangible personal property sold at retail in the 
county on and after July 1 , 1956 to induding June 30, 1972 and at a rate of one and one-quarter percent (1 Va %) thereafter. 

(2) For the purposes of this article, aJl retail sales are consummated at the place of business of the retailer unless the 
tangible personal property sold is delivered by the retailer or his agent to an out-of-state destination. Delivery charges shall be 
included in the gross receipts by which the tax is measured, regardiess of the place to which delivery is made, when such charges 
are included in the measure of the sales or use tax imposed by the State of California. In the event a retailer has no permanent 
place of business in the State of California or has more than one place of business, the place or places at which the retail sales are 
consimmiated shall be determined under rules and régulations to be prescribed and adopted by the State Board of Equalizaîion. 

(b) (1) Except as hereinafter provided and except insofar as they are inconsistent with the provisions of pan 1 .5 of division 2 
of the Revenue and Taxation Code of the State of California, ail of the provisions of pan 1 of division 2 of such code, as 
amended and in force and effea on July 1, 1956, applicable to sales taxes are hereby adopted and made a pan of this section as 
though fully set f orth herein. 

(2) Wherever, and to the extent that, in part 1 of division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code the State of California is 
named or referred to as the taxing agency, the County of Sonoma shall be substituted therefor. Nothing in this subsection shall be 
deemed to requirs the substitution of the name of the county for the word "state" when that word is used as pan of tfae titie of the 
State controller, state treasurer, the State Board of Control, the State Board of Equalization, or the name of the state treasury, or 
of the constituticn of the state; nor shail the name of the county be substituted for that of the state in any section when the resuit 
of the substitution wouid require action to be taken by or against the county or any agency thereof , rather than by or against the 
State Board of Equalization, in performing the functions incident to the administration or opération of this article; and neither 
shall the substitution be deemed to hâve been made in those sections, inciuding, but not necessarily limited to, sections referring 
to the exterior boundaries of the state, where the resuit of the substitution wouid be to provide an exemption from this tax with 
respect to certain gross receipts which wouid not otherwise be exempt from this tax while those gross receipts remain subject to 
tax by the state under the provisions of pan 1 of division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code; nor to impose this tax with respect 
to certain gross receipts which wouid not be subject to tax by the state under such provisions of that code; and, in addition, the 
name of the county shall not be substituted for that of the state in sections 6701, 6702, except in the iast sentence thereof, 671 1 , 
6715, 6737, 6797 and 6828 of the Revenue and Taxation Code as adopted, and the name of the county shail not be substituted for 
the word "state" in the phrase "retailer engaged in business in this state" in section 6203 nor in the définition of that phrase in 
section 6203. 

(3) If a selleras permit has been issued to a retailer under section 6067 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, an additional 
seller's permit shall not be required by reason of this section. 

(4) There shail be excluded from the gross receipts by which the tax is measured: 

a. The amount of any saies or use tax imposed by the State of California upon a retailer or consimier. 

b. Eighty per cent (80%) of the gross receipts from the sale of personal property to operators of common carriers 
and water borne vessels to be used or consumed in the opération of such common carriers or water borne vessels principaliy out 
of this county. (Crd. Nos. 438 §1, 712 §§2.3, 1518 §2.) 

(4.5) There shall also be excluded from the gross receipts by which the tax is measured: 

(i) The amount of any sales or use tax imposed by the State of California upon a retailer or consumer, 
(ii) Eighty per cent (80%) of the gross receipts from the sale of tangible personal propeny îo operators of water 
borne vessels to be used or consimied principaliy outside the county in wiiich the sale is made and directly and 
exciusively in the carnage of persons of property in such vessels for commercial purposes. 
(iii) Eighty per cent (80%) of the gross receipts from the saie of tangible personal propeny to operators of aircraft to 
be used or consimied principaliy outside the county in which the sale is made and directly and exciusively in the 
use of such aircraft as common carriers of persons or property under the authority of the laws of this state, the 
United States, or any foreign government. (Ord. No. 1684 §1 .)^ 



^Editor's Note: Sections 1, 2, 3 cf Ord. No. 3224 (now codified as Secnons 12-4, 12-5, 12-6, respectiveiy) wiU be amended by Sections 4, 5, 6 of tfae same 
ordinarce on the operative date of any aci of the législature of die State of California, which amends or repeais and reenacts Sections 7202 and 7203 of the 
Revenue & Taxation Code to provide an exemption for operators of waterbome vessels. 
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Sec 12-5. Use tax generaily. 

(a) An excise tax is hereby imposed on the storage, use or other consumption in the county of tangible personal property 
purchased from any retaiier on or afier July 1, 1956, for storage, use or other consumption in the county at the rate of one per 
cent of the sales price of the property to and including June 30, 1972 and at a rate of one and one-quarter per cent thereafter. The 
sales price shall include delivery charges when such charges are subject to state saies or use tax regardless of the place to which 
delivery is made. 

(b) (1) Except as hereinafter provided, and except insofar as they are inconsistent with the provisions of part 1 .5 of division 2 
of the Revenue and Taxation Code of the state, ail of the provisions of part 1 of division 2 of such code, as amended and in force 
and effect on July 1, 1956, applicable to use taxes, are hereby adopted and made a part of this section as though fully set forth 
herein. 

(2) Wherever, and to the extent that in part 1 of division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code the state is named or 
referred to as the taxing agency, the name of this county shall be substituted therefor. Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed 
to require the substitution of the name of this county for the word "state" when that word is used as pan of the title of the state 
controUer, the state treasurer, the State Board of Controi, the State Board of EqualLzation, or the name of the state treasury, or of 
the constitution of the state, nor shall the name of the county be substituted for that of the state in any section when the resuit of 
the substitution would require action to be taken by or against the State Board of Equalization, in performing the functions 
incident to the administration or opération of this article; and neither shall the subsiitution be deemed to hâve been made in those 
sections, including but not necessarily limited to, sections referring to the exterior boundaries of the state, where the .resuit of the 
substitution would be to provide an exemption from this tax with respect to certain storage, use or other consumption of tangible 
Personal property which would not otherwise be exempt from this tax while such storage, use or other consumption remains 
subject to tax by the state under the provisions of part 1 of division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, or to impose this tax 
with respect to certain storage, use of other consumption of tangible personal property which would not be subject to tax by the 
state under the provisions of that code; and in addition, the name of the county s-iall not be substituted for that of the state in 
section 6701, 6702 (except in the last sentence thereof), 6711, .6715, 6737, 6797 and 6828 of the Revenue and Taxation Code as 
adopted by this section and the name of the county shall not be substituted for the v/ord "state" in the phrase "retaiier engaged in 
business in this state" in section 6203 nor in the définition of that phrase ir. section 6203 

(3) There shall be exempt from the tax due under this section: 

(i) The amount of any sales or use tax imposed by the state upon a retaiier or consumer. 

(ii) The storage, use or other consumption of tangible personal propcny, the gross receipts from the sale of which 
has been subject to sales tax under a sales and use tax ordinance enaaed in accordance with pan 1 .5 of division 2 
of the Revenue and Taxation Code by any city and county, county or city in any other county in this state. 

(iii) Provided, however, that the storage or use of tangible personal prcpeny in the transportaiion or transmission of 
persons, property of commimications or in the génération, transmission or distribution of eiectiidty or in the 
manufacture, transmission or distribution of gas in intrastate, Interstate or foreign conmierce by pubhc utilities 
which are regulated by the public utilities commission of the State of California shall be exempt from eighty per 
cent (80%) of tbetax due under this section. (Ord. Nos. 438 §5; 712 §§5, 6; 1518 §3.) 
(3 .5) There shall also be exempt from the tax due imder this section: 

(i) The amount of any sales or use tax imposed by the State of California upon a retaiier or consumer. 

(ii) The storage, use, or other consmnption of tangible personal property, the gross receipts from the sale of wiiich 
hâve been subject to saies tax under a saies and use tax ordinance enacted in accordance with pan 1 .5 of division 
2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code by any city and county, county, or city in this state, shall be exempt from 
the tax due under this article. 

(iii) Provided, however, that the storage, use, or other consumption of tangible personal property purchased by 
operators of water borne vesseis and used or consimied by such operators directiy and exciusiveiy in the carriage 
of persons or propeny in such vesseis for commercial purposes is exempted from 80 per cent of the tax. 



• 



• 
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(iv) And provided that in addition to the exemptions provided in Sections 6366 and 6366. 1 of the Revenue and 
Taxation Code, the storage, use, or other consumption of tangible personal property purchased by operators of aircraft and 
used or consumed by such operators directiy and exciusively in the use of such aircraft as common carriers of persons or 
property for hire or compensation under a certificate of public convenience and necessity issued pursuant to the laws of this 
State, the United States, or any foreign government is exempt from 80 percent of the tax. (Ord. No. 1 684 § 3; Ord. No. 1518 
§ 3; Ord. No. 712 §§ 5, 6; Ord. no. 438 § 5./ 

Sec. 12-6. Crédit for taxes paid to cities in the county. 

Any person subject to a sales and use tax under this article shall be entitled to crédit against the payment of taxes due un- 
der this article the amount of sales and use tax due any city in this county; provided that the city sales and use tax is levied 
under an ordinance including provisions substantially conforming to the provisions of subdivisions ( 1 ) to (8), inclusive, of 
subsection (h) of Section 7202 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and other applicable provisions ofpart 1 .5 of division 2 of 
suchcode. (Ord.No. 712§7./ 

Sec. 12-6.5. Crédit for city use taxes paid. 

Any person subject to a sales or use tax or required to collect a use tax under this article shall be entitled to crédit against 
the payment of taxes due under this article the amount of sales and use tax due any city in this county, provided that the city 
sales and use tax is levied under an ordinance including provisions substantially conforming to the provisions of subdivision 
(1) to (10), inclusive, of subsection (i) of Section 7202 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and other applicable provisions of 
part 1 .5 of division 2 of that code. (Ord. No. 1684 § 4.) 

Sec. 12-7. Collection not to be enjoined, etc. 

No injunction or writ of mandate or other légal or équitable process shall issue in any suit, action, or proceeding in any 
court against the state or this county or against any offlcer of the state or this county to prevent or enjoin the collection under 
this article of Part 1 .5 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code of any tax or any amount of tax required to be col- 
lected. (Ord. No. 438 § 7.) 

Sec. 12-8. Adoption of amendments to state law. 

Ail amendments of the Revenue and Taxation Code enacted subséquent to the effective date of the ordinance from which 
this article dérives which relate to the sales and use tax and which are not inconsistent with Part 1.5 of Division 2 of the 
Revenue and Taxation Code shall automatically become a part of this article. (Ord. No. 438 § 8.) 

Sec. 12-8.5. When article may be inoperative. 

This article may be made inoperative not less than sixty (60) days, but not earlier than the first day of the calendar quarter, 
following the county's lack of compliance with Article II (commencing with Section 29530) of Chapter 2 of Division 3 of 
Title 3 of the Government Code. (Ord. No. 1684 § 6.) 

Sec. 12-9. When article to become inoperative. 

Until and including September 30, 1 984, this article shall become inoperative on the first day of the first calendar quarter 
which commences more than sixty (60) days following the date upon which any city within the county increases the rate of 
its sales or use tax above the rate of 0.95 per cent. (Ord. No. 1684, § 7; Ord. No. 3328, § 1.) 



'^ Edilor's Note: ibid. 
" Edilor 's Note: ibid. 
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Thereafter, this ordinance shall become inoperative on the first day of the first calendar quarter which commences more 
than sixty (60) days following the date upon which any city within the county increases the rate of its sales or use tax above 
the rate of 0.975 percent. (Ord. No. 3328, § 1.) 

Sec. 12-9.5. Penalty for violations. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punishable by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for a period of not 
more than six (6) months in the county jail or by both such fine and imprisonment. (Ord. No. 1684 § 8.) 

Article ill. Transient Occupancy Tax. 

Sec. 12-10. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this article, the following words and phrases shall, except where the context otherwise requires, hâve 
the meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section: 

"Lodging" means any accommodation consisting of one ( I ) or more rooms, or other living spaces which are occupied or 
intended or designed for occupancy by transients for dwelling, lodging or sieeping purposes. Such term includes any hôtel, 
inn, tourist home or house, motel, studio hôtel, bachelor hôtel, lodging house, rooming house, apartment house, dormitory, 
public or private club, recreational vehicle park, or public or private campground, including campgrounds that are seasonal, 
year-round or event based (camping is offered in association with fairs, festivals, or other spécial events). The term "lodg- 
ing" does not include an organized camp, as that term is defined by Section 1 8897 of the Health and Safety Code of the state. 

"Room or other living space" means room or portion of any room in any lodging; any tent cabin or any space designated 
for location of a mobilehome or house trailer, tent trailer, recreational vehicle, tent or other movable living space. 

"Occupancy" means the use or possession, or the right to the use or possession of any one or more rooms or portion 
thereof, or other living space, in any lodging for dwelling, lodging or sieeping purposes. 

"Operator" means the person who is proprietor of the lodging, whether in the capacity of owner, lessee, sublessee, mort- 
gagee in possession, licensee or any other capacity. Where the operator perfonns his fonctions through a managing agent of 
any type or character other than an employée, the managing agent shall also be deemed an operator for the purposes of this 
article, and shall hâve the same duties and liabilities as his principal. Compliance with the provisions of this article by either 
the principal or the managing agent shall, however, be considered to be compliance by both. 

"Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, social club, fi-atemal organization, joint stock 
Company, corporation, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, trustée, syndicate, any other group or combination acting as a 
unit, or any public agency. 

"Renf means considération regularly charged, whether or not received, for the occupancy of space in a lodging valued in 
money, whether to be received in money, goods, labor or otherwise, including ail receipts, cash, crédits and property and 
services of any kind or nature, without any déduction therefrom whatsoever, including but not limited to any of the follow- 
ing: 

(a) The fair market value of complimentary rooms provided for guests, employées, travel agents, travel writers, or any 
other third party; 

(b) The fair market value of rooms donated to tax-exempt non-profit organizations for charitable purposes; 

(c) Charges for roll-away beds; 

(d) The fair market value of lodging provided as part of a package that includes other goods or services (e.g., a room and 
golf package); 

(e) Considération received for rooms for resale sold to tour operators, meeting planners, or any other party that resells 
rooms; or 

(f) Charges imposed for canceling a réservation for occupancy of lodging. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, "rent" does not include considération or charges received by an operator for any of the 
following: 

(a) Use of banquet or meeting rooms; 

(b) Occupancy of space in a lodging by a pet owned by a transient; 

(c) Childcare services; 
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(d) Use of safes or other secure storage areas; 

(e) Food or meals; or 

(f) In-room services, pay-per-view movies, video games, téléphones, and the like. 
"Tax collector" means the Sonoma County tax collector. 

"Transient" means any person who exercises occupancy or is entitled to occupancy by reason of concession, permit, right 
of access, iicense or other agreement for a period of thirty (30) consécutive calendar days or less, counting portions of calen- 
dar days as full days. Any such person so occupying space in a lodging shall be deemed to be a transient until the period of 
thirty (30) days has expired unless there is an agreement in writing between the operator and the occupant providing for a 
longerperiodofoccupancy. (Ord. No. 5545 § 1, 2005: Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1992: Ord. No. 984 § 1: Ord. No. 918 § 2.) 

Sec. 12-11. Imposition of tax — Payment of tax by transient. 

For the privilège of occupancy at any lodging, each transient is subject to and shall pay a tax in the amount of nine (9) 
percent of the rent charged. Said tax constitutes a debt owed by the transient to the county which is extinguished only by 
payment to the operator or to the county. The transient shall pay the tax to the operator of the hôtel at the time the rent is 
paid. If the rent is paid in instalbnents, a proportionate share of the tax shall be paid with each installment. The unpaid tax 
shall be due upon the transient's ceasing to occupy space at the lodging. It is the responsibility of the operator to collect the 
tax. If, for any reason, the operator fails to collect the tax due at the time the rent is collected, the operator becomes liable for 
the tax due. (Ord. No. 5545 § 1,2005: Ord. No. 4690 § 1, 1993: Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1992: Ord. No. 1101 § 1, 1657: Ord. No. 
918§3.) 

Sec. 12-12. Exemptions. 

No tax levied by this article shall be imposed upon: 

(a) Any person as to whom, or any occupancy as to which, it is beyond the power of the county to impose the tax herein 
provided; 

(b) Any fédéral or state officer or employée when on officiai business; 

(c) Any officer or employée of a foreign govemment who is exempt by reason of express provision of fédéral law or 
international treaty; 

(d) Rooms donated to or paid for by the Red Cross or other charitable organization for the express purpose of providing 
temporary emergency sheiter; 

(e) Rooms donated for use in promoting tourism within Sonoma County to the Sonoma County tourism program or to 
any non-profit organization receiving flinding from the county of Sonoma from transient occupancy tax receipts or assess- 
ments from any business improvement area formed for the purposes of promoting tourism within Sonoma County; 

(f) The owner of a timeshare estate occupying a room or rooms in a timeshare project, as defmed in Business and Pro- 
fessions Code Section J 1003.5; 

(g) The owner of a membership camping contract as defmed in Civil Code Section 1812.300; 

(h) Ovemight stays by the owner of the lodging establishment. No exemption shall be granted except upon a claim there- 
fore made at the time rent is collected and under penalty of perjury upon a form prescribed by the tax administrator. (Ord. 
No. 5545 § 1, 2005: Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1992: Ord. No. 918 § 4.) 

Sec. 12-13. Collection of tax by operator — Advertisements of assumption of tax, etc., prohibited. 

Each operator shall collect the tax imposed by this article to the same extent and at the same time as the rent is collected 
from every transient. The amount of tax shall be separately stated from the amount of the rent charged, and each transient 
shall receive a receipt for payment from the operator. No operator of a lodging shall advertise or state in any manner, 
whether directly or indirectly, that the tax or any part thereof will be assumed or absorbed by the operator, or that it will not 
be added to the rent, or that, if added, any part will be reftinded except in the manner provided by this article. (Ord. No. 5545 
§ 1, 2005: Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1992: Ord. No. 918 § 5.) 
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Sec. 12-14. Registration. 

In order that the county will hâve an accurate record of parties collecting transient occupancy tax, each lodging operator 
will be required to register as hereinafter provided. 

(a) Prior to commencing business each operator of any lodging rentlng occupancy to translents shall register such lodg- 
ing with the tax collector, submltting any information deemed necessary by the tax collector, including, but not limited to, 
the following: 

(1) Name of lodging facillty; 

(2) Type of lodging facillty (hôtel, motel, campground, bed and breakfast, etc.); 

(3) Type of ownership (individual, corporation, partnership, etc.); 

(4) Name of owner and/or operator (if corporation or partnership names of officers or partners); 

(5) Name, address and phone number of person preparing reports and remittances; 

(6) Mailing and physical addresses of lodging facility; 

(7) Mailing address of corporate or partnership office(s); 

(8) Phone number of facility and operator; 

(9) Starting date of business; 

(10) Number, type and rental rate of lodging units within lodging facility; 
(1 1 ) Authorized signature and date; 

(12) If registration information is submitted by a rental agency, a listing of other lodging properties managed by that 
rental agency. 

The operator shall also obtain from the tax collector a registration certificate to be at ail times posted in a conspicuous 
place on the premises. Registration certificate shall, among other things, state the following: 

(1) Name and address of the lodging; 

(2) Name of the operator; 

(3) Name and address of owners; 

(4) Registration certificate number and date issued. 

(b) The registration certificate is not transférable, and is to be retumed to the tax collector upon sale of property or cessa- 
tion of business along with the final remittance of transient taxes due. 

(c) The operator named on the face of this registration certificate shall be responsible'to collect fi*om transients the tran- 
sient occupancy tax and remitting such tax to the tax collector. This certificate does not authorize any person to conduct any 
unlawful business or to conduct any lawful business in an unlawful manner, nor to operate a lodging without strictly comply- 
ing with ail local applicable laws, including but not limited to those requh-ing a permit fi^om any board, commission, depart- 
ment, or office in this county. 

(d) It shall be the responsibility of the owner of the lodging to report ail changes of operators or opérations to the tax 
collector immediately including, but not limited to, any change in opérations, mailing address, number ofrooms, or changes 
in ownership. 

(e) A registration certificate may be revoked by the tax collector upon failure to comply with any provision of this arti- 
cle. Revocation by the tax collector may be appealed to the board of supervisors as provided in Section 12-2 1 . An appeal of 
revocation as provided herein will stay the revocafion unfil the board of supervisors issues its décision. 

(f) Opération without a valid registration certificate shall be a misdemeanor and shall be punishable as provided by Sec- 
tion 1-7. Each day of opération without a valid registration certificate shall be deemed to be a separate offense. (Ord. No. 
5545 § 1, 2005: Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1992: Ord. No. 1714 § 2.) 

Sec. 12-15. Reports and remittances. 

Each operator shall, on or before the last day of the month following the close of each calendar quarter, or at the close of 
any shorter reporting period which may be established by the tax collector, make a retum to the tax collector, on forms pro- 
vided by him, of the total rents charged and received and the amount of tax collected for transient occupancies. At the time 
the return is filed, the full amount of the tax collected shall be remitted to the tax collector. The tax collector may establish 
shorter reporting periods for any certificate holder if he deems it necessary in order to ensure collection of the tax and he 
may require fiirther information in retum. Retums and payments are due immediately upon cessation of business for any 
reason. Ail taxes collected by operators pursuant to this article shall be held in a separate trust account, apart from the rents 
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or business revenues of the hôtel, for the benefit of the county until payment thereof is made to the tax collector. (Ord. No. 
5545 § 1, 2005: Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1992: Ôrd. No. 918 § 7.) 

Sec. 12-16. Penalties for delinquent payment. 

(a) Base Tax Defined. For purposes of this section, "base tax" means the tax to be collected by an operator pursuant to 
Section 12-13 (i.e., nine percent (9%) of the taxable room rents to be collected within the reporting period). 

(b) Original Delinquency. Any operator who fails to remit any base tax imposed by this article within the time required 
shall pay a penalty of ten percent ( 1 0%) of the amount of the base tax in addition to the amount of the base tax, provided that 
the base tax and penalty are remitted within a period on or before thirty (30) days following the base tax due date. 

(c) Continued Delinquency. Any operator who fails to remit any delinquent remittance on or before a period of thirty 
(30) days following the date on which the remittance first became delinquent shall pay the base tax and the ten percent (10%) 
penalty imposed by subsection (b) of this section, plus a second delinquency penalty of ten percent (1 0%) of the amount of 
the base tax. 

(d) Fraud. If the tax collector détermines that the nonpayment of any remittance due under this article is due to fraud, a 
penalty of twenty-five percent (25%) of the amount of the base tax shall be added thereto in addition to the penalties stated in 
subsections (b) and (c) of this section. 

(e) Interest. In addition to the penalties imposed, any operator who fails to remit any base tax imposed by this article 
shall pay interest at the rate of one and one-half percent per month on the unpaid balance of the base tax, from the date on 
which the remittance first became delinquent until paid. 

(f) Penalties Merged with Tax. Every penalty imposed and such interest as accrues under the provisions of this section 
shall become a part of the tax required by this article to be paid. 

(g) Security Bond. The tax collector is authorized to require any operator who has failed to file two (2) or more retums or 
payments, or who has filed two (2) or more delinquent retums or payments, in any twelve (12)-month period, to deliver to 
him a security bond equal to three (3) times the anticipated tax collected for the highest delinquent reporting period. Failure 
to post a bond in a form acceptable to the tax collector when requested to do so shall be grounds for revocation of an opera- 
tor's certificate of registration as provided in Section 12-14(e). (Ord. No. 5545 § 1, 2005: Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1992: Ord. No. 
l714§3:Ord. No. 918§8.) 

Sec. 12-17. Détermination of tax by tax collector upon default of operator. 

(a) If any operator shall fail or refuse to collect the tax levied by this article or to make, within the time provided in this 
article, any report and remittance of such tax or any portion thereof required by this article, the tax collector shall proceed in 
such manner as he may deem best to obtain facts and information on which to base his estimate of the tax due. As soon as 
the tax collector shall procure such facts and information as he is able to obtain upon which to base the assessment of any tax 
imposed by this article and payable by any operator who has failed or refused to collect the same or to make such report and 
remittance, the tax collector shall proceed to détermine and assess against such operator the tax, interest and penalties pro- 
vided for by this article. In any case where détermination is made, the tax collector shall give a notice of the amount so as- 
sessed by serving it personally or by depositing it in the United States mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the operator at his 
last known place of address. 

(b) The operator may, within ten ( 1 0) days after the serving or mailing of such notice, make application in writing to the 
tax collector for a hearing on the amount assessed. If application by the operator for a hearing is not made within the time 
prescribed, the tax, interest and penalties, if any, determined by the tax collector shall become final and conclusive and im- 
mediately due and payable. If such application is made, the tax collector shall give not less than flve (5) days' written notice 
in the manner prescribed herein to the operator to show cause at a time and place fixed in such notice why said amount speci- 
fied therein should not be fixed for such tax, interest and penalties. 

(c) At such hearing, the operator may appear and offer évidence why such specified tax, interest and penalties should not 
be so fixed. 

(d) After such hearing the tax collector shall détermine the proper tax to be remitted and shall thereafter give written no- 
tice to the person in the manner prescribed herein of such détermination and the amount of such tax, interest and penalties. 
The tax collector's detennination shall be presumed to be correct. At any appeal, the operator has the burden of provingthat 
the tax collector's detennination is incorrect, and the burden of producing sufficient évidence to establish the correct tax li- 
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ability. The amount determined to be due shall be payable after fifteen (15) days unless an appeal is taken as provided in 
Section 12-21. (Ord. No. 5545 § 1, 2005: Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1992: Ord. No. 918 § 9.) 

Sec. 12-18. Records to be kept. 

It shall be the duty of every operator liable for the collection and payment to the county of any tax imposed by this article 
to keep and préserve, for a period of five (5) years, ail records that may be necessary to detemiine the amount of such tax as 
he may hâve been liable for the collection of and payments to the county under this article. As a minimum, the records 
deemed necessary for this détermination shall be a chronological cash journal showingtax and room rate separately, or other 
means acceptable to the county auditor-controlier and/or tax coUector of summarizing the operator's monthly or quarterly 
revenue, supported by room registrations (including the name and address of the transient), the automobile license plate 
number of the transient, a calendar of advance registrations, copies of forms used to claim exemption from the tax, and pre- 
numbered payment receipts showing payment for occupaney which state the room rate separate from the amount of tax paid 
and which may, with reasonable effort, be identified with the revenue summary. Thèse records shall be available, at ail 
times, for inspection by the county tax collector, auditor-controlier or their deputies. Performance of an audit does not waive 
the county 's right to any tax or the five (5) year requirement of preserving records. (Ord. No. 5545 § 1 , 2005: Ord. No. 4569 
§2, 1992: Ord. No. 1714 §4.) 

Sec. 12-18.2. Change of ownership or operator. 

(a) In the event that there is a change in ownership or operator of any lodging facility, the new owner or operator is re- 
quired to submit an updated registration form to the tax collector. 

(b) Unless otherwise provided by law, upon the sale of any lodging facility: 

(1) It is the joint and several liability of both the seller and buyer to remit any tax due up until the date of sale; and 

(2) A certificate of delinquent transient occupaney tax lien may be filed against both the seller and/or buyer in an 
amount determined by the tax collector. 

(c) Following any change of ownership or operator, the new owner and operator are subject to an audit by the county tax 
collector, auditor-controlier or their deputies. 

(d) Any owner of a lodging facility required to collect or pay transient occupaney tax may apply for and receive within 
ninety (90) days of application, an occupaney tax clearance certificate, provided that the taxes and any penalties are paid in 
fiill for the time period specified. (Ord. No. 5545 § 1, 2005.) 

Sec. 12-19. Refunds. 

(a) If a tax, interest or penalty imposed by this article has been overpaid or paid more than once or has been erroneously 
or illegally collected or received by the county, a refund may be sought by filing a claim according to the procédure estab- 
lished in Chapter 2, Art. XXV of this code. 

(b) No claim for refund of a tax may be filed by an operator unless it is established in the claim that the amount of the tax 
so collected has either been refunded to the person or entity that actually paid the tax, or has been credited to rent subse- 
quently payable by such person or entity to the operator. (Ord. No. 5545 § 1 , 2005: Ord. 5300 § 2, 200 1 : Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 
1992:Ord. No. 918§ 12.) 

Sec. 12-20. Tax due deemed debt to county — Actions to collect. 

Any tax required to be paid by any transient under the provisions of this article shall be deemed a debt owed by the tran- 
sient to the county. Any such tax collected by an operator which has not been paid to the county shall be deemed a debt 
owned by the operator to the county. Any person owing money to the county under the provisions of this article shall be li- 
able to an action brought in the name of the county for the recovery of such amount. The county shall be entitled to recover 
from anyone found liable for the debt, any costs, including attomey 's fées, personnel costs, or other expenses incurred by the 
county because of the failure to timely remit tax proceeds to the county. (Ord. No. 5545 § 1 , 2005 : Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1 992: 
Ord. No. 918 § 13.) 
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Sec. 12-21. Appeals. 

Any operator aggrieved by any décision of the tax collector with respect to the amount of the tax imposed by this article, 
and interest and penalties, if any, may appeal to the board of supervisors by filing a notice of appeal with the county clerk 
within fifteen (15) days of the serving or mailing of the détermination by the tax collector of the amount of tax due. The 
board of supervisors shall fix a time and place for hearing such appeal, and the county clerk or tax collector shall give notice 
in writing to such operator at his last known place of address. The tax collector shall présent the matter to the board and in- 
clude évidence submitted by the operator. The tax collector shall also include proposed findings and a resolution of the ap- 
peal. At the hearing, both the tax collector and the owner or operator shall hâve an opportunity to explain their case and in- 
troduce other statements or évidence. The board may impose reasonable time limits on each party 's présentation. The fïnd- 
ings of the board of supervisors shall be final and conclusive and shall be served upon the appellant in the manner prescribed 
in Section 12-17 for service of notice of hearing. Any amount found to be due shall be hnmediately due and payable upon 
the service of notice. (Ord. No. 5545 § 1, 2005: Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1992: Ord. No. 918 § 10.) 

Sec. 12-21.2. Tax lien. 

(a) The tax collector is authorized to record a certificate of delinquency of transient occupancy tax lien with the Sonoma 
County recorder against any operator who fails to remit taxes, penalties, or interest due under this article within the times 
required herein. The certificate of delinquency of transient occupancy tax lien may be filed by the tax collector: 

( 1 ) Ten ( 1 0) days after the serving or mai ling of the notice required by Section 12-1 7(a), if the operator does not file 
the application permitted to be filed by Secfion 12-17(b); 

(2) If the operator files the application permitted to be filed by Section 12- 1 7(b), ten ( 10) days after the tax collec- 
tor's detennination of the amount of tax to be remitted pursuant to Section 1 2-1 7(d), unless the operator files an appeal pur- 
suant to Section 1 2-2 1 ; 

(3) If the operator files an appeal pursuant to Section 1 2-2 1 , ten ( 1 0) days after service of the board of supervisor' s 
findings pursuant to Section 12-21 . 

The certificate of delinquency of transient occupancy tax lien shall be filed within three (3) years after the tax becomes 
due. The certificate of delinquency of transient occupancy tax lien shall specify the amount of tax and penalties due, the 
name and last known address of the operator liable for the same, and a statement that the tax collector has complied with ail 
provisions of this article with respect to the computation and levy of the tax owed by the operator. From the time of the re- 
cording of the certificate of delinquency of transient occupancy tax lien, the amount required to be paid, together with penal- 
ties, constitutes a lien upon ail real property in the county owned by the operator or thereafter acquired before the lien ex- 
pires. The lien has the force, effect, and priority of a judgment lien and shall continue for ten (10) years from the filing of the 
certificate of delinquency of transient occupancy tax lien, unless sooner released or otherwise discharged. Within ten (10) 
years of the date of the recording of the certificate of delinquency of transient occupancy tax lien (or within ten (10) years of 
the date the last extension of the lien), the tax collector may extend the lien by filing for record a new certificate in the office 
of the Sonoma County recorder, and from the time of filing the lien under the original certificate of delinquency of transient 
occupancy tax lien shall be extended for an additional ten (10) years, unless sooner released or otherwise discharged. The 
lien shall not be removed until the delinquent taxes, penahies for delinquency, and costs of collection are fuUy paid or the 
property is sold for payment of the delinquent taxes, penalties for delinquency, and costs of collection. 

(b) At any time within three (3) years after the recording of a certificate of delinquency of transient occupancy tax lien 
under subsection (a) of this section, the tax collector may issue a warrant directed to any sheriff or marshal for the enforce- 
ment of the lien and the collection of any tax and penalties required to be paid the county under this article. The warrant shall 
hâve the same effect as a writ of exécution, and be executed in the same manner and with the same effect as a levy and sale 
pursuant to a writ of exécution. The tax collector may pay or advance to the sheriff or marshal such fées, commission, and 
expenses for services as are provided by law for similar services pursuant to a writ of exécution. 

(c) In lieu of issuing a warrant under subsection (b) of this section, at any time within the three (3) years after a certifi- 
cate of delinquency of transient occupancy tax lien was recorded under subsecfion (a) of this section, the tax collector may 
collect the delinquent amount by seizing, or causing to be seized, any property, real or personal, of the operator and sell any 
non-cash or non-negotiable property, or a sufficient part of it, at public auction to pay the amount of tax due, together with 
any penalties, interest, and any costs incurred on account of the seizure and sale. Any seizure made to collect taxes due shall 
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only be of property of the operator not exempt from exécution under the provisions of the Code of Civil Procédure. (Ord. 
No. 5545 § 1,2005.) 

Sec. 12-22. Violations and penalties. 

(a) Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punishable 
therefor as provided by Section J-7. 

(b) Any operator or other person who fails or refuses to register as required in this article, or to fumish any retum re- 
quired to be made, or who fails or refuses to furnish a supplemental retum or other data required by the tax collecter, or who 
renders a false or frauduient retum or claim, is guilty of a misdemeanor, and is punishable as aforesaid and is subject to ail 
sections of this chapter. 

(c) Any person required to make, render, sign or verify any report or claim who makes any false or frauduient report or 
claim with intent to defeat or évade the détermination of any amount due required by this article to be made, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and is punishable as aforesaid. 

(d) In addition, the tax collector may pursue on behalf of the county, any civil or administrative remedy otherwise avail- 
able for failure to comply with the requirements of this article. If the county prevails, the county shall be entitled to recover 
any costs, including attomey's fées, personnel costs or other expenses incurred because of failure to comply with the re- 
quirements of this article. Failure to pay such costs upon demand shall be grounds for revocation of an operator's certificate 
of registration as provided in Section 12-14(e). (Ord. No. 5545 § 1, 2005: Ord. No. 4569 § 2, 1992: Ord. No. 918 § 14.) 

Article IV. Documentary Transfer Tax.^ 

Sec. 12-23. Amount levied. 

There is imposed on each deed, instrument or writing by which any lands, tenements or other realty soid within the 
county shall be granted, assigned, transferred or otherwise conveyed to or vested in the purchaser or any other one or more 
persons by his direction when the considération or value of the interest or property conveyed (exclusive of the value of any 
lien or encumbrances remaining thereon at the time of sale) exceeds one hundred dollars ($ 1 00.00), a tax at the rate of fifty- 
five cents ($.55) for each five hundred dollars ($500.00) or fractional part hereof. (Ord. No. 1058 § 2.) 

Sec. 12-24. Persons liable for payment. 

The tax imposed by Section 1 2-23 shall be paid by any person who makes, signs or issues any document or instrument 
subject to the tax, or for whose use or benefit the same is made, signed or issued. (Ord. No. 1058 § 3.) 



' For State law as to documentary transfer tax generally, see Rev. & Tax. C. §22902 et seq. As to authority of county to levy documentary transltr tax, 
seeRev.&Tax.C. §11911. 
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Sec. 12-25. Exemptions— Instruments securing debts. 

The tax imposed pursuant lo this article shall not apply to any instrument in writing given to secure a debt. (Ord. No. 
1058 § 4.) 

Sec. 12-26. Same — Governments, etc. 

The United States or any agency or inslrumcnlality thereof, any state or terrilory. or political subdivision thereof, or 
the District of Columbia shall not be liable for any tax imposed pursuant to this article with respect to any deed, 
instrument or writing to which it is a pany, but the tax may bc coUected by assessment from any other party liable 
therefor. (Ord. No. 1058 § 5.) 

Sec. 12-27. Same — Conveyances to make effective certain reorganizations or adjustments. 

The tax imposed pursuant to this article shall not apply to the making, dclivcring or filing of conveyances to make 
effective any plan of reorganization or adjusimcnt: 

(a) Confirmcd under the Fcdcial Bankruptcy Act, as amcndcd: 

(b) Approved in an equiiy rcccivcrship procccding in a court involving a railroad corporation, as dcfined in subdivision 
(m) of Section 205 of Title 1 1 of the United States Code, as amcndcd: 

(c) Approved in an equity receivership procccding in a court involving a corporation, as defmed in subdivision (3) 
of Section 506 of Title 1 1 of the United States Code, as amcndcd; or 

(d) Whercby a mère change in identity, form or place of organization is effcctcd. 

Subdivisions (a) to (d), inclusive, of this section shall only apply if the making, delivery of filing of instruments of 
transfer or conveyances occurs within fîve years from the date of such confirmation, approval or change. (Ord. Nos. 
1058 § 6, 1062 § 1.) 

Sec. 1 2-28. Same — Certain conveyances to effectuate orders of securitîes and exchange commission. 

The tax imposed pursuant to this article shall not apply to the making or delivery of conveyances to make effective 
any order of the securities and exchange commission, as dcfined in subdivision (a) of Section 1083 of the Internai 
Revenue Code of 1954; but only if; 
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(a) The order of the securities and exchange commission in obédience to which such conveyance is made reciies tha: such 
conveyance is necessary or appropriate to effeciuaie the provisions of Section 79k of Title 15 of the United States Code, relating 
to the Public Utility Holding Company Act of 1935; 

(b) Such order spécifies the property which is ordered to be conveyed; 

(c) Such conveyance is made in obédience to such order. (Ord. No. 1058, § 7.) 

Sec. 12>29. Same — Certain transiers of interest by partnerships. 

In the case of any realty held by a partnership, no tax shaU be imposed pursuant to this article by reason of any transfer of an 
interest in the partnership or otherwise, if: 

(a) (1) Such partnership (or other partnership) is considered a continuing partnership within the meaning of section 708 of 
the Internai Revenue Code of 1954; and 

(2) Such continuing partnership continues to hold the realty concemed. 

(b) If there is a termination of any partnership within the meaning of section 708 of the Internai Revenue Code of 1954, for 
the purposes of this article, such partnership shall be treated as having executed an instrument whereby there was conveyed, for 
fair market value (exclusive of the value of any lien or encumbrance remaining thereon), ail realty held by such partnership at the 
time of such termination. 

(c) Not more than one tax shall be imposed pursuant to this article by reason of a termination described in subsection (b) of 
this section, and any transfer pursuant thereto, with respea to the reaiiy held by such partnership at the time of such termination. 
(Ord. No. 1058 §8.) 

Sec 12-31. Administration of article and similar city ordinances; report and distribution of receipts. 

The coimty recorder shall administer this article and shaD also administer any ordinance adopted by any dry in the coimty 
pursuant to part 6.7 (commencing with section 1 1901) of division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code imposing a tax for which a 
crédit is allowed by this article. 

On or before the fifteenih day of the mônih the recorder shall report to the county auditor the amounts of taxes colleaed 
dining the preceding month pursuant to this article and each such dty ordinance. 

The auditor shall allocate and distribute monthly such taxes as foUows: 

(a) Ail monies which relate to transfers of real property located in the unincorporated territory of the county shall be 
aUocated to the county. 

(b) AU monies which relate to transfers of real property located in a dty in the county which bas imposed a tax pursuant to 
such pan 6,7 shall be allocated one-half to such dty and one-half to the county. 

(c) AU monies which relate to transfers of real property located in a dty in the county which imposes a tax on transfers of real 
property not in conformity with such part 6.7 shall be allocated to the coimty. 

(d) Ail monies which reiate to transfers of real property in a dty in the coimty which does not impose a tax on transfers of real 
property shall be allocated to the county. (Ord. Nos. 1058 §11, 1087 §3.) 

Sec. 12-32. Payment of tax prerequisite to recordation; amouni may be shown on separate papen information to be 
shown on document, etc. 

The recorder shall not record any deed, instrument or writing subject to the tax imposed by this article unless the tax imposed is 
paid. If the party submitting the document so requests, the amount of tax due shall be shown on a separate paper which shall be 
affixed to the document by the recorder after the permanent record is made and before the original is returned as spedfied in 
section 27321 of the Government Code. 



12-11 



§ 12-32 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 12-38 

Every document subject to tax under the provisions of this article wfaich is sufamitted for recordaiion shall show on the face of 
the document or in a separate document, the location of the lands, tenements or other realty described in the document, if such 
lands, tenements or other realty are located in the unincorporated area of the county, thaï faa shall be set forth. 

Ever\- document subjea to tax under the provisions of this article which is submitted for recordation shall show on the face of 
the document or in a separate document the amount of taxes due under this article and the recorder may rely thereon. (Ord. Nos. 
1058 §12, 1062 §2, 1087 §4.) 

Every docimient subject to tax under the provisions of this anicie and every simiiar document described in section 12-52, 
whetfaer or not exempt from the tax, which is submitted for recordation shall show on the face of the document the tax roii parcel 
number of the property affeaed by the document. (Ord. No. 1754 §1.) 

Sec 12*33. Ciaimsforrefunds. 

daims for refunds of taxes imposed pursuant to this anicie shall be govemed by the provisions of cfaapter 5 (conunencing with 
section 5096) of part 9 of division 1 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. (Ord. No. 1058 § 14.) 

Sec 12-34. interprétation of artîcie. 

In the administration of this article the recorder shall interpret its provisions consistently with those docjmeatar>' stamp tax 
régulations adopted by the Internai Revenue Service of the United State Treasury Department which relate to the tax on convey- 
ances and identifled as section 47.4361-1, 47.4361-2 and 47,4362-1 of part 47 of title 26 of the Code of Fédéral Régulations, as 
the same existed on November 8, 1967; except, that for the purposes of this article, the détermination of what constitutes "reait>'" 
shall be determined by the définition or scope of that tenn under state law. (Ord. No. 1058 §15.) 

Sec 12-35. Recorder may requsre tnie copy of records relative to considération or value. 

Whenever the count^' recorder has reason to believe that the fuil amount of tax due under this article has not been paid, he may, 
by notice served upon any person liable therefor, require him to furnish a tnie copy of his records relevant to the amount of the 
considération or value of the interest or property conveyed. (Ord. No. 1058 §16.) 

Sec 12-36. Misrepresentation of facts. 

Any person who makes, signs, issues or accepts or causes to be made, signed, issued or accepted and who submits or causes to 
be submitted for recordation any deed, instrument or writing subject to the tax imposed by this article and makes any material 
misrepresentation of faas for the purpose of avoiding ail or any part of the tax miposed by this article shall be guilry of a 
misdemeanor. (Ord. No. 1058 §17.) 

Sec 12-37. Unintentional errors. 

No person shall be hable, either civilly or criminally, for any xmintentional error made in designating the location of the lands, 
tenements or other realty described in a document subjea to the tax imposed by this article. (Ord. No. 1058 §17.) 

Article V. Instaliment Payment of Secured Taxes in Certain Specified Instances. 

Sec 12-38. Purpose. 

This ordinance is adopted to provide for the spreading of the payments of an increased secured tax over à period not to exceed 
three (3) tax years from the fiscal year of discover>^ when such increase in tax occurs pursuant to division 1, pan 2, chapter 3, 
article 4 (propeny escaping assessment) or division 1, pan 9, chapter 2, article 1 (correction of errors) of the Revenue and 
Taxation Code of the State of Califomia, section 534.5 and 4837.5.) 
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Sec. 12-39. Eligibility. 

For the assessee to be eligible for the payment of the increased tax in installment, the payment of ail of the tax in the year 
of discovery miist constitiite a hardship on the assessee and the error must hâve been made without fault on the part of the 
assessee. (Ord. No. 1912 § 1.) 

Sec. 12-40. Notice to assessee. 

If a tax will be increased due to the discovery of an error in the assessment or due to an escaped assessment, the audi- 
tor/controller shall promptly notify the assessee of this change specifying the estimated dollar increase. If contacted by the 
assessee within ten (10) days, the auditor-controUer shall inform the assessee of his right to apply for installment payment 
and provide an affidavit of hardship form and an application for installment payment form. (Ord. No. 1912 § I.) 

Sec. 12-41. Application. 

The affidavit and application form must be received by the auditor-controUer within ten (10) days after notification ofthe 
estimated amount ofthe tax increase. If the application is not received by the auditor-controller within ten (10) days after 
notification, the installment payment plan will be denied. If the application is properly filed, the board shall conduct a hear- 
ing and approve or disapprove the installment payment plan. The décision ofthe board will be final. (Ord. No. 1912 § 1.) 

Sec. 12-42. IVIethod of payment. 

An approved plan and the yearly amounts due will be entered on the secured tax roll and collected along with the current 
taxes levied on the property for each respective year. The current tax roll and tax will be adjusted immediately to reflect the 
first installment due when approved prior to January 1 ofthe current fiscal year. Ail provisions of law relative to current 
taxes shall apply to tax installments entered on the tax roll. If the installment, along with current taxes due, is not paid by the 
April 10 delinquency date, the total unpaid installment tax amount will be transferred to the current secured tax roll and be- 
come subject to the same penalties required of current delinquent taxes. (Ord. No. 1912 § 1 .) 

Sec. 12-43. Separate public record. 

A separate public record entitled "Supplemental Installment Roll" shall be maintained in both the auditor-controller and 
tax collector's office to account for the additional tax and give public notice. This roll shall contain the foUowing: 

(a) The year in which the error or escape occurred; 

(b) The year of discovery; 

(c) The date of correction; 

(d) The amount of correction, and each year 's installment amount due; 

(e) The date of notice to the assessee; 

(f) The date of filing ofthe affidavit; 

(g) The name ofthe assessee; 

(h) The assessor's parcel number, and tax rate area. (Ord. No. 1912 § 1 .) 

Sec. 12-44. Spécial provisions. 

(a) Current Year Increases. Increased secured tax occurring during the year of discovery will be included in the install- 
ment payments. 

(b) Early Payoffof Installment Plan. The assessee may at any time pay off any ofthe outstanding installments; however, 
the partial payment of an installment or installments will not be allowed. 

(c) Lien Filed. The tax coUector shall record in the county recorder's office a certificate setting forth the name ofthe 
assessee, the total amount ofthe lien for the three year period and the installment applicable to each fiscal year. Should the 
property transfer or sell, the installment plan is terminated and ail outstanding installments are due and payable prior to the 
transfer or sale. 
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(d) Agriculture Préserve. Increased taxes resulting from property being removed from an agricultural préserve is not in- 
cluded within the scope of this ordinance. (Ord. No. 1912 § 1.) 

Article VI. Reassessment Subséquent to Misfortune or Calamity. 

Sec. 12-45. Application of state statute. 

Ali of the provisions of Revenue and Taxation Code Section 170 shall apply as though set forth fully herein. (Ord. No. 
5749 § 2, 2007: Ord. No. 1966 § 1 .) 

Sec. 12-46. Reassessment foliowing misfortune or calamity. 

Every assessee of any taxable property, or any person liable for the taxes thereon, whose property was damaged or de- 
stroyed without his or her fault, may apply for reassessment of such property as herein provided. The assessor may initiate 
the reassessment where the assessor detemiines that within the preceding twelve (1 2) months taxable property located in the 
county was damaged or destroyed. To be eligible for reassessment the damage or destruction to the property must hâve been 
caused by any of the foliowing: 

(1 ) A major misfortune or calamity, in an area or région subsequently proclaimed by the governor to be in a state of 
disaster, if that property was damaged or destroyed by the major misfortune or calamity that caused the Governor to pro- 
claim the area or région to be in a state of disaster. As used in this paragraph, "damage" includes a diminution in the value 
of property as a resuit of restricted access to the property where such restricted access was caused by the major misfortune or 
calamity. 

(2) A misfortune or calamity. 

(3) A misfortune or calamity which, with respect to a possessory interest in land owned by the state or fédéral gov- 
emment has caused the permit or other right to enter upon the land to be suspended or restricted. As used in this subsection, 
"misfortime or calamity" includes a drought condition such as existed in this state in 1976 and 1977. 

The application for reassessment may be filed within twelve ( 1 2) months of the misfortune or calamity by delivering to 
the assessor a written application requesting reassessment showing the condition and value, if any, of the property immedi- 
ately after the damage or destruction, and the dollar amount of the damage. The application shall be executed under penalty 
of perjury, or if executed outside the state of Califomia, verified by affidavit. (Ord. No. 5749 § 2, 2007: Ord. No. 1966, § 4.) 

Article VII. Electricity Génération Tax. 

Sec. 12-50. Définitions. 

Person includes any individual, firm, copartnership, joint venture, association, social club, fratemal organization, corpora- 
tion, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, trustée, syndicate, the state, any county, city and county, municipality, district, or 
other political subdivision or agency of the state, or any other group or combination acting as a unit. (Ord. No. 2853R § 1 .) 

Sec. 12-51. Imposition of tax. 

An excise tax is hereby imposed on every person exercising the privilège of generating electricity from geothermal re- 
sources extracted in Sonoma County. (Ord. No. 2853R § 1.) 

Sec. 12-52. Tax rate. 

The tax imposed by Section 1 2-5 1 shall be levied at a rate not exceeding six percent of the gross market value of the elec- 
tricity generated from geothennal resources within Sonoma County on and after January 1 , 1982. The tax rate shall be estab- 
lished and may be modified, from time to time, by the Board of Supervisors. (Ord. No. 2853R § 1 .) 
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Sec. 12-53. Method of collection. 

The tax imposed by Section 12-51 shall be due and payable to the Sonoma County tax collector quarterly, on or before 
the last day of the month next succeeding each quarterly period in which the génération occurs. A retum for the preceding 
quarterly period shall be filed with the tax collector together with a remittance of the amount of the tax due. (Ord. No. 2853R 
§1.) 

Sec. 12-54. Priority and lien of tax. 

If any amount required to be paid to the tax collector under this article is not paid when due the tax collector may within 
three years after the amount is due, file for record in the office of any county recorder a certificate specifying the amount, 
interest, and penalty due, the name and address as it appears on the records of the tax collector of the person liable for the 
same, and the fact that the tax collector has complied with ail provisions of this part in the détermination of the amount re- 
quired to be paid. Uniess otherwise prohibited by law, from the time of the filing for record, the amount required to be paid 
together with any interest and penalty constitutes a lien upon ail real property in that county owned by the person or after- 
ward and before the lien expires acquired by him. The lien has the force, effect, and priority of a judgment lien and shall con- 
tinue for 10 years from the time of filing of the certificate uniess sooner released or otherwise discharged. The lien may, 
within 1 years from the date of the last extension of the lien in the manner herein provided, be extended by filing for record 
a new certificate in the office of the county recorder of any county and from the time of such filing the lien shall be extended 
to the real property in such county for 10 years uniess sooner released or otherwise discharged. (Ord. No. 2853R § 1.) 

Sec. 12-55. Additional remédies. 

In addition to the remedy provided by Section 1 2-54, the tax collector may commence and prosecute any action or spécial 
proceeding in any court of compétent jurisdiction to collect any monies due and owing because of the tax imposed by sec. 
12-51. (Ord. No. 2853R§ 1.) 

Sec. 12-56. Exemption. 

The tax imposed by section 1 2-5 1 shall not àpply to any person obligated by the provisions of Article XIII of the Califor- 
nia Constitution to pay annual property taxes on improvements directly utilized by such person in the exercise of the privi- 
lège of generating electricity from geothermal resources within Sonoma County. 

The exemption provided by this section shall not apply to any person who, pursuant to the provisions of Article XIII of 
the Califomia Constitution, is exempt from property taxation of any improvement directly utilized by such person in the ex- 
ercise of the privilège of generating electricity from geothermal resources within Sonoma County. (Ord. No. 2853R § 1.) 

Sec. 12-57. Administration. 

The Board of Supervisors may, from time to time, adopt rules necessary to implement this article. The rules may include, 
without limitation, provision for delinquencies, interest, penalties, fées, taxpayer record keeping, seizure and sale, claims, 
refunds, and the interprétation and application of this article. The Board of Supervisors may delegate responsibility for the 
administration of this article to other county officers, boards and commissions as is necessary and proper. (Ord. No. 2853R 
§!•) 

Sec. 12-58. Disposition of revenue. 

Ail fées, taxes, interest and penalties coUected pursuant to this article shall be deposited in a spécial fund and annually 
appropriated by the Board of Supervisors for public safety and roads in amounts deemed appropriate by the Board. (Ord. No. 

2853R§ 1.) 
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SONOMA COUNTY FIRE SAFETY ORDINANCE 

CHAPTER13 
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Article I. General Provisions. 

§13-1 Short title. 

§ 13-2 Administrative régulations. 

Article II. Définitions. 

§ 13-6 Définitions. 

Article III. Appeais. 

§13-11 Board of appeais. 
§ 13-12 Appeais. 

Article IV. County Pire Code. 

§ 13-15 County fire code designated — Administration and enforcement — Amendment by local fire protection districts. 

§13-16 Conflicting régulations. 

§ 13-17 Califomia Fire Code and National Fire Codes adopted — Amendments. 

Article V. Fire Safe Standards. 

Division A. In General. 

§ 13-21 Findings. 

§ 13-22 Citation — Purpose. 

§ 13-23 Compliance with standards required — Exceptions to standards. 
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Division C. Signing and Building Numbering. 
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§ 13-40 Names of roads. 
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§ 13-43 Orientation and height of road signs. 
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Division D. Emergency Water Supply. 

§ 13-50 Intent. 
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§ 13-61 Intent. 
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Article VIII. Fées and Charges. 

§ 13-81 Schedule of fées and charges. 

Article IX. Enforcement. 

§ 13-86 Responsibility for enforcement. 
§13-87 Issuance of citations. 

Article X. Violations. 

§ 13-91 Violation— Penalty. 

Article I. General Provisions. 

Sec. 13-1. Short title. 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Sonoma County Pire Safety Ordinance. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: 
Ord.No.4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-2. Administrative régulations. 

(a) The county fire chief, the director of permit and resource management, or both may adopt, amend or repeal adminis- 
trative régulations to implement, interpret or make spécifie provisions of this chapter. Notice of the proposed adoption, 
amendment, or repeal of a régulation pursuant to this section shall be posted for a period of thirty (30) days in the public 
lobby of the permit and resource management building, and shall be mailed to every person who has fîled a request for no- 
tice of such actions with the county fire chief, the director of permit and resource management, or both. Every notice shall 
include a copy of the express terms of the proposed action and a statement that the public may submit written comments on 
the proposed action prior to the close of the posting period. The county fire chief, the director of permit and resource man- 
agement, or both, as appropriate, may approve, modify, or withdraw the proposed adoption, amendment or repeal of a régu- 
lation following the posting period. 

(b) The adoption, amendment or repeal of a régulation pursuant to this section shall take place not less than fifteen (15) 
nor more than one hundred eighty (1 80) days following the close of the posting period specified in subsection (a), and shall 
be effective upon posting of an order of adoption, amendment or repeal in the public lobby of the permit and resource man- 
agement building. Each such order shall include a concise and clear summary of the action taken by the county fire chief, the 
director of permit and resource management, or both, and shall remain posted for a period of thirty (30) days. 

(c) The régulations adopted or amended pursuant to this section shall hâve the same force and effect as provisions of this 
chapter. Pailure by any person to comply with any régulation adopted or amended pursuant to this section shall be a violation 
of this chapter. 

(d) The régulations adopted or amended pursuant to this section shall be periodically compiied and copies thereof made 
available to the public for purchase at cost or review free of charge at the office of the department of emergency services or 
the office of the department of permit and resource management. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Article II. Définitions. 

Sec. 13-6. Définitions. 

Unless the provision or context requires otherwise, the définitions contained in this section shall govem the construction 
of this chapter. The définition of a word applies to any of that word's variants. 

"Accessory building" means any building containing solely a Group U occupancy as defined in the county building code. 
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"Agricultural building" means any structure designed and constructed to house farm implements, hay, grain, poultry, live- 
stock or other horticultural products. This structure shall not be a place of human habitation or a place of employment where 
agricultural products are processed, treated or packaged; nor shall it be a place used by the public. 

"Agricultural opération" means includes the cultivation and tillage of the soil, dairying, the production, cultivation, grow- 
ing and harvesting of any agricultural commodity, including timber, viticulture, apiculture or horticulture, and the raising of 
livestock, fur bearing animais, fish or poultry. 

"All-weather driving surface" means any surface that provides unobstructed access to conventional drive vehicles, includ- 
ing sedans and fire engines, and is capable of supporting a forty thousand (40,000) pound axle load during wet weather con- 
ditions. 

"Board of building appeals" means the board of building appeals created in Chapter 7 of the Sonoma County Code. 

"Building" means any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy. Building is also any 
structure as to which state agencies hâve regulatory power, and housing or enclosure of persons, animais, chattels, equipment 
or property of any kind. Building is also any structure wherein things may be grown, made, produced, kept, handled, stored 
or disposed of, and ail appendages, accessories, apparatus, appliances and equipment installed as a part thereof. Building 
shall not include machinery, equipment or appliances installed for manufacture or process purposes only, nor shall it include 
any construction installations which are not a part of a building, any tunnel, mine shaft, highway or bridge, or include any 
house trailer or vehicle which conforms to the Vehicle Code. 

NOTE: Building shall hâve the same meaning as defmed in Health and Safety Code section 1 7920 and 1 8908 for the ap- 
plications specified in Sections 101.17.9 and 101.17.10 of the Building Code. 

"Building, existing" means a building legally erected prior to the adoption of this code, or one for which a légal building 
permit was issued for the construction or legalization thereof prior to the adoption of this code. 

"Building, new" means a building for which a légal building permit is issued for the construction or legalization thereof 
after the adoption of this code. 

"Building Code" means the county building code as set forth in Chapter 7 of the Sonoma County Code. 

"Building officiai" means the chief building officiai as defined in Section 7-2 of the Sonoma County Code. 

"Califomia Fire Code" means the régulations in Califomia Code of Régulations, Title 24, Part 9, 2007 Califomia Fire 
Code, which incorporate by adoption the 2006 édition of the International Fire Code of the International Code Council with 
necessary Califomia amendments. 

"Central alarm station" means a publicly or privately operated alarm receiving center that is constantly attended by ap- 
propriately trained staff 

"Chief means the county fire chief or his or her authorized représentative for those portions of the unincorporated area of 
the county not in a fire protection district, and the local fire chief or his or her authorized représentative for those portions of 
the unincorporated area of the county in a local fire protection district. Notwithstanding the preceding, the county fire chief 
shall be responsible for plan checking and inspection of new construction and altérations subject to this code within both 
those portions of the unincorporated area of the county not in a fire protection district and those portions of the unincorpo- 
rated area of the county in a local fire protection district, unless a local fire protection district notifies the county fire chief in 
writing that it has elected to hâve the local fire chief exercise those responsibilities within its jurisdictional area. 

"Commercial building" means any building containing an occupancy other than a Group R or Group U occupancy as de- 
fmed in the county building code. 

"County" means the county of Sonoma, in the state of Califomia. 

"County building code" means the building régulations in Chapter 7 of this code. 

"County fire chief means the director of the Sonoma County department of emergency services. 

"County fire prévention officers associafion" means the Sonoma County fire prévention officers association. 

"Dairy milking facility" means a single story structure constructed of non-combustible materials with two or more open 
sides that is used exclusively for milking dairy animais. A dairy milking facility may hâve either an office or a storage area 
of less than four hundred (400) square feet. A dairy milking facility shall not hâve any sleeping areas within the structure. 

"Dangerous fireworks" means dangerous fireworks as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 12505. 

"Dead-end road" means any road that has only one point of vehicular ingress/egress, including cul-de-sacs and looped or 
circular roads. 

"Department of emergency services" means the department of emergency services of the county. 

"Development approval" means any of the foUowing: (1) any discretionary approval granted pursuant to Chapter 25, 26, 
or 26C of this code to allow residential, commercial, or industrial development of land, including, but not limited to, any 
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approval of a zone change, tentative map, lot line adjustment, use permit, or design review; (2) any building permit issued 
pursuant to Chapter 7 of this code to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, improve, or couvert any building, or to 
install a manufactured home; or (3) any grading permit issued pursuant to Chapter 7 of this code to construct a new road or 
driveway, or to extend, reconstruct, or improve an existing road or driveway. 

"Director of forestry and fire protection" means the Director of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
or his or her authorized représentative. 

"Director of permit and resource management" means the director of permit and resource management of the county or 
his or her authorized représentative. 

"Driveway" means any way or place in private ownership that provides vehicular access to no more than two (2) residen- 
tial buildings, containing no more than tliree (3) dwelling units, and any number of accessory buildings on a single parcel. 

"Driveway structure" means any bridge, culvert or other appurtenant structure that suppléments the driveway bed or 
shoulder. 

"Dwelling unit" means any building or portion thereof which contains living facilities, including provisions for sleeping, 
eating, cooking and sanitation, as required by the county building code, for not more than one (1) family. 

"Exception" means an alternative to a standard specified in Article V of this chapter that is requested by an applicant for 
development due to health, safety, environmental conditions, physical site limitations or other limiting conditions, and pro- 
vides mitigation of a problem. 

"Executive body" means the board of supervisors of Sonoma County for those portions of the county not in a fire protec- 
tion district, and the board of directors of the fire protection district having jurisdiction for those portions of the county in 
that fire protection district. 

"Exterior wall" means any wall or élément of a wall, or any member or group of members, which defines the exterior 
boundaries or courts of a building and which has a slope of sixty (60) degrees or greater with the horizontal plane. 

"Exisfing building." See "building, existing." 

"Fire alarm" means any device, control or circuit designed to produce an alarm signal in the event of fire or System activa- 
tion, together with the energy necessary to sound an alarm, electrically supervise the System where required, and activate the 
alarm bells, trouble bells or trouble signais. 

"Fire apparatus access road" means a road that provides fire apparatus access from a fire station to a facility, building or 
portion thereof This is a gênerai term inclusive of ail other terms such as fire lane, public street, private street, parking lot 
lane and access roadway. Public streets maybe defined by the standards of the local agency having jurisdiction over the pro- 
ject. 

"Fire department" means the department of emergency services of the county for those unincorporated areas of the county 
not in a local fire protection district, and the local fire protection district having jurisdiction for those unincorporated areas of 
the county in a local fire protection district. 

"Fire lane" means that portion of an access roadway reserved for emergency vehicles and the conduct of fire fighting or 
rescue opérations, or as designated by the fire department, and posted in accordance with Vehicle Code Section 22500.1. 

"Fireworks" means any fireworks as defined in Health and Safety Code Secfion 1251 1. 

"Floor area — fire flow calculations" means the floor area used for calculating the required fire flow shall be the total floor 
area of ail floor levais within the exterior walls that are under the horizontal projection of the roof, except as modified in 
Section B 104. 

"General plan" means the Sonoma County gênerai plan. 

"Greenbelt" means a facility or land use, designed for a use other than fire protection which will slow or resist the spread 
of a wildfire. Greenbelts include parking lots, irrigated or landscaped areas, golf courses, parks, playgrounds, maintained 
vineyards, orchards and annual crops that do not cure in the field. 

"Hammerhead/T" means a roadway that provides a "T" shaped, three-point turnaround space for emergency equipment. 
The turnaround space shall be no narrower than the road it serves. 

"HS 20" means the HS 20 class of highway loading as defined by the American Association of State Highway and Trans- 
portafion Officiais. 

"Hydrant" means a valve connecfion on a water supply/storage System to supply fire apparatus and hoses with water. 

"Jurisdiction" means the county of Sonoma, in the state of California. 

"Jurisdictional area" means the territory within a local fire protection district. 

"Local fire chief ' means the fire chief of a local fire protection district or his or her authorized représentative. 



13-5 (Revised 4-08) 



§ 13-6 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 13-6 



"Local fire protection district" means any fire protection district organized and operating under the provisions of the Pire 
Protection District Law of 1 987, Part 3 (commencing with Section 1 3800) of Division 1 2 of the Health and Safety Code, or 
any other spécial district lawfully exercising any of the powers, functions, or duties vested in or imposed upon a fire protec- 
tion district pursuant to the Fire Protection District Law of 1987, ail or part of whose territory is within the unincorporated 
area of the county. Notwithstanding the preceding, local fire protection district shall not include any county service area or- 
ganized and operating under the provisions of the County Service Area Law, Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 
25210.1) of Part 2 of Division 2 of Title 3 of the Government Code. 

"Local responsibility area" means that portion of the unincorporated area of the county not ciassified by the State Board 
of Forestry as a state responsibility area. 

"Manufactured home" means any manufactured home as defined in Health and Safety Code Secfions 1 8007, 18008 and 
19971. 

"National Fire Codes" means the most current édition of the National Fire Codes published by the National Fire Protec- 
tion Association. 

"New building." See "building, new." 

"Non-urban parcel" means any parcel served by a water System other than a public water System. 

"Occupancy" means the purpose for which a building or part thereof is used or intended to be used. 

"One-way road" means a road designed for traffic flow in one (1) direction only. 

"Open buming" means any combination of combustible material of any type outdoors in the open, not in any enclosure, 
where the productions of combustion are not directed tlirough a flue. Open buming shall not include a fire in a barbecue pit, 
either permanent or portable, when the barbecue pit is operated on a patio or other appropriate dooryard area adjacent to and 
in conjunction with the dwelling of the person operating the barbecue pit. 

"Planning officiai" means the director of the permit and resource management department. 

"Private riding arena" means an enclosed or unenclosed building or portion of a building used exclusively for private 
equestrian activities by the building owner, guests, or employées, not to exceed a maximum capacity of thirty (30) persons. 
The area within a private riding arena shall not be used for storage areas, animal stalls, offices, viewing areas, shows, events, 
pubhc riding lessons, or similar uses or occupancies. A private riding arena shall be ciassified as a Group U, Division 3 oc- 
cupancy. 

"Private road" means any way or place in private ownership that pro vides vehicular access to more than one ( 1 ) parcel, to 
a commercial building or agricultural opération on a single parcel, or to more than two (2) residential buildings or two (2) 
residential buildings, containing more than three (3) dwelling units, on a single parcel. 

"Public display of fireworks" means any public display of fireworks as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 12524. 

"Public road" means any county highway or state highway. 

"Public water System" means a system, regardless of type of ownership, for the provision of piped water to the public for 
human consumption that has fifteen (15) or more service connections. 

"Residential building" means any building containing a Group R or Group U occupancy as defined in the county building 
code. 

"Road" means any public or private road. 

"Roadway" means that portion of any road improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel. 

"Roadway structure" means any bridge, culvert or other appurtenant structure that suppléments the roadway bed or shoul- 
der. 

"Same practical effect" means an exception or alternative with the capability of applying accepted fire suppression straté- 
gies and tactics, and provisions for fire fighter safety, including: (1) access for emergency fire equipment; (2) safe civilian 
évacuation; (3) signing that avoids delays in emergency equipment response; (4) available and accessible water to effectively 
attack a fire or défend a structure from a wildfire; and (5) fuel modification sufficient for civilian and fire fighter safety. 

"Shall" is mandatory and "may" is permissive, however, use of the word "shall" in this code is not intended to, nor shall it 
be deemed to create a mandatory duty imposed by enactment within the meaning of Government Code Section 815.6. 

"Shoulder" means the roadbed or surface of a roadway adjacent to the traffic lane. 

"Single-family dwelling" means a dwelling that contains one dwelling unit for one family of one or more persons. Single- 
family dwelling does not include a dwelling used for a large family day-care home, lodging house, congregate résidence, or 
other similar use. 

"Standard spécifications for highway bridges" means the Standard Spécifications for Highway Bridges 17th Edition, 
2002, published by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officiais. 
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"State responsibiiity area" means that portion of the unincorporated area of the county classified by the State Board of 
Forestry as a state responsibiiity area. 

"Structure" means that which is built or constructed, an édifice or building of any kind, or any pièce of work artificiaily 
built up or composed of parts joined together in some definite manner. 

"Subdivision" means any subdivision as defined in Government Code Section 66424 and Section 25-2 of this code. 

"Subdivision ordinance" means the Subdivision Ordinance of Sonoma County. 

"Traffic lane" means that portion of a roadway that provides a single hne of vehicle travel. 

"Turnaround" means a roadway, unobstructed by parking, which allows for a safe opposite change of direction for emer- 
gency equipment. 

"Turnout" means a widening on a roadway or driveway to allow vehicles to pass. 

"Two-family dwelling" means a dwelling that contains two (2) dwelling units for two (2) families of one or more persons. 
Two-family dwelling does not include a dwelling used for a large family day-care home, lodging house, congregate rési- 
dence, or other similar use. 

"Two-way road" means a road designed for traffic flow in opposing directions. 

"Urban parcel" means any parcel served by a public water System or mutual water System. 

"Vertical clearance" means the minimum specified height of a bridge or overhead projection above a roadway. 

"Wildfire" means a wildfire as defined in Public Resources Code Sections 4103 and 4104. (Ord. 5753 § l(a), 2007: Ord. 
No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5166 §§ l(a)-l(u), 1999; Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Article III. Appeals. 

Sec. 13-11. Board of appeals. 

The board of building appeals shall function as the board of appeals under this chapter. Except where inconsistent with 
the provisions of Sections 7-3 and 13-12 of this code, the duties of the board of appeals shall be as prescribed in Section 
103.1.4 of the Califomia Fire Code. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-12. Appeals. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b), any applicant, permit holder or other interested person dissatisfied 
with a décision of the county fire chief, the director of permit and resource management, or a local fire chief under tliis chap- 
ter may appeal the décision to the board of appeals, provided, however, that such appeal may not be made more than thirty 
(30) days after the décision fi-om which the appeal is being made has been rendered. Ail interested persons shall be given a 
reasonable opportunity to be heard and présent évidence to the board of appeals on any appeal. Décisions of the board of 
appeals shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the appellant and the applicant or permit holder, if différent from the 
appellant, either in person or by mailing to the address stated on the appeal or application. Décisions of the board of appeals 
are final. Should no décision be rendered within twenty (20) days after the filing of the appeal, such appeal shall be deemed 
to be denied unless time is extended by action of the board of appeals. 

(b) Appeals of notice and orders issued pursuant to violations of this chapter shall be conducted and determined by a 
hearing officer pursuant to Secfion 1-7.3 and Chapter 7 of this code. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5034 § I, 1997: 
Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Article IV. County Fire Code. 

Sec. 13-15. County fire code designated — Administration and enforcement — Amendment by local 
fire protection districts. 

(a) The Califomia Fire Code and the National Fire Codes, as adopted by référence and amended in this article, shall con- 
stitute the county fire code. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c), the administration and enforcement of the county fire code within a 
local fire protecfion district shall be the responsibiiity of the local fire chief The county fire chief shall be responsible for the 
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administration and enforcement of the county fire code within those portions of the unincorporated area of the county not in 
a local fire protection district. 

(c) The county fire chief shall be responsible for plan checking and inspection of new construction and altérations sub- 
ject to the county fire code within both those portions of the unincorporated area of the county not in a local fire protection 
district and those portions of the unincorporated area of the county in a local fire protection district, unless a local fire protec- 
tion district notifies the county fire chief in writing that it lias elected to hâve the local fire chief exercise those responsibili- 
ties within its jurisdictional area. 

(d) Pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 1 3869.7, a local fire protection district may amend ail or any part of the 
county fire code for application within its jurisdictional area. Any such amendment shall first be referred to the county fire 
prévention officers association for review and recommendation, and shall only be effective if it is thereafter approved by the 
board of directors of the local fire protecfion district and ratified by the board of supervisors. The board of supervisors shall 
not ratify such amendment if it includes provisions that are less restrictive than the provisions of the county fire code. (Ord. 
5753 § l(b), 2007: Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5166 § l(v), 1999: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-16. Conflictîng régulations. 

The provisions of this chapter shall prevail over any inconsistent provision contained in the Califomia Fire Code or the 
National Fire Codes; provided, in the case of inconsistent régulations, no régulation shall prevail that is less restrictive than 
the régulations established by the State of Califomia unless otherwise authorized by the state. (Ord. 5753 § l(c), 2007: Ord. 
No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-17. Califomia Fire Code and National Fire Codes adopted — Amendments. 

(a) The Califomia Fire Code, save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted, modified, or amended by subsec- 
tion (b) of this secfion, and the National Fire Codes, save and except: (1) NFPA 1 500, Standard on Fire Department Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health Program, (2) NFPA 1710, Standard for the Organization and Deployment of Fire Suppression Op- 
érations, Emergency Médical Opérations, and Spécial Opérations to the Public by Career Fire Departments, (3) NFPA 1720, 
Standard for the Organization and Deployment of Fire Suppression, Emergency Médical Opérations, and Spécial Opérations 
to the Public by Volunteer Fire Departments, are adopted and incorporated as fully as if set out at length herein for the pur- 
pose of prescribing régulations goveming conditions hazardous to life and property from fire, hazardous materials or explo- 
sion within the unincorporated area of the county. 

(b) The Califomia Fire Code is hereby amended as follows: 

(1) Section 104.2.1 is added to read as follows: 

104.2.1 Plan Submittal/Review. The chief may require the applicant for any project within the jurisdictional 
area requiring a use permit or building permit to submit drawings of the project to the chief for review and ap- 
proval. 

(2) Section 104.7.3 is added to read as follows: 

104.7.3 Spécial reports. The chief is authorized to require the owner or the person in possession or control of 
a building or premises where hazardous materials are stored to periodically provide, without charge to the jurisdic- 
tion, a spécial report assessing hazardous materials storage at the building or premises and, where appropriate, mak- 
ing recommendations conceming safer storage of hazardous materials at the building or premises. The report shall 
be prepared by a qualified professional acceptable to the chief. The recommendations of the report shall be consis- 
tent with the provisions of the code. The report shall be filed with the chief and the owner of the building or prem- 
ises. Within thirty (30) days after receiving the report, the owner of the building or premises shall either file a plan 
with the chief for implementing the recommendations of the report or demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the chief, 
why the recommendations should not be implemented. 
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(3) Section 104.9.1 is added to read as follows: 

104.9.1 Board of Appeals. The board of appeals shall détermine the suitability of alternate materials and types 
of construction, provide for reasonable interprétations of the provisions of this code, and hear appeals from déci- 
sions of the chief The board shall render ail décisions and findings in writing to the appellant with duplicate copies 
to the building officiai and the chief. 

(4) Section 105.3.2.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.3.2.1 Occupancy Permits. The chief may notify the building officiai not to authorize temporary or final 
occupancy of any new building for which a permit is required by this code until the building has been inspected and 
found to be in compliance with this code. The building officiai shall not authorize temporary or final occupancy of 
any new commercial building for which a permit is required by this code until the contractor provides a fire flow 
availability certification to the chief. The fire flow availability certification shall include static pressure, residual 
pressure, and gallons per minute, as witnessed by or acceptable to the chief 

(5) Section 105.3.3.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.3.3.1 Temporary Connection Permits. Nothing in Section 105 shall prohibit the granting of a tem- 
porary connection permit for gas or electricity to allow construction to occur. 

(6) Section 105.5 is amended to delete the existing Section 105.5 and add Sections 105.5.1 and 105.5.2 to read as 
follows: 

105.5 Revocation of Permits. 

105.5.1 Grounds for Modification or Revocation. Any permit issued under this code may be modified, 
suspended, or revoked whenever the chief détermines any of the following: 

(1) The permit has been used by a person other than the person to whom it was issued. 

(2) The permit has been used for a location other than that for which it was issued. 

(3) The conditions or limitations set forth in the permit hâve been violated. 

(4) The permittee has failed, refused, or neglected to comply with orders or notices duly served in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of this code within the time provided therein. 

(5) There has been a false statement or misrepresentation as to a material fact in the application or 
plans on which the permit or application was based. 

105.5.2 Revocation or Modification Procédure. Revocation of any permit issued under this code shall 
only occur after written notice of the violation has been gi ven by the chief to the permittee at his or her last place of 
résidence as shown on the permit or certifîcate, which notice shall order the permittee to either correct the violation 
within ten (10) days or appear before the local fire chief, unless the local fire protection district issues a written no- 
tice electing to hâve the county fire chief hear the matter, at a date and time certain to show cause why the permit or 
certifîcate should not be modified, revoked or suspended. At the hearing before the chief, the permittee shall hâve 
an opportunity to appear and be heard on the question of whether the permit issued to him should be revoked or 
suspended. Upon conclusion of the hearing or as soon thereafter as practicable, the chief shall issue a décision in 
writing to the permittee determining whether to modify, revoke or suspend the permit. Any interested person may 
appeal the chief s décision to the board of appeals. Ail appeals shall be filed in writing with the chief within ten 
(10) calendar days of the date of the décision being appealed. 
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(7) Section 105.6.2.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.2.1 Apartment, hôtel, motel. An operational permit is required to operate an apartment house, hôtel, or 
motel. 

(8) Section 105.6.2.2 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.2.2 Automatic fire-extinguishing System. An operational permit is required to install a new automatic 
fire-extinguishing system or modification/installation of seven or more sprinkler heads on an existing System. 

(9) Section 105.6.3.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.3.1 Bonfires or rubbish fires. An operational permit is required to kindle or authorize the kindling or 
maintenance of bonfires or rubbish fires. 

(10) Section 105.6.11.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.11.1 Day Care. An operational permit is required to operate a day care occupancy with an occupant load 
over eight (8) persons. 

(11) Section 105.6.12.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.12.1 Excavation near flammable or combustible liquid pipeline. An operational permit is required to 
excavate or do any work below grade within ten (10) feet of any pipeline for the transportation of flammable or 
combustible liquid. 

(12) Section 105.6.14.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.14.1 Fire alarm Systems, fixed rate of rise and manual. An operational permit is required to install of 
any fire alarm System. 

(13) Section 105.6.14.2 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.14.2 Fire alarm System, major modification, repairs. An operational permit is required to make a ma- 
jor modification or to repair any fire alarm system. 

(14) Secfion 105.6.14.3 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.14.3 Fire alarm Systems, smoke detectors and manual. An operational permit is required to install any 
fire alarm system. 

(15) Secfion 105.6.15.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.15.1 Fire water underground piping. A separate utiHty permit from the building officiai is required 
prior to installing any private fire water underground piping and associated appliances. 

(16) Section 105.6.15.2 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.15.2 Fixed extinguishing Systems, other than automatic fire-extinguishing Systems. An operational 
permit is required to install a fixed fire extinguishing Systems other than automatic fire-extinguishing Systems. 
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(17) Section 105.6.20.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.20.1 Hazardous materials site disclosure (aboveground facility & underground tank). An opera- 
tional permit is required to permanently remove hazardous materials storage or use premises from service, includ- 
ing the permanent removal of a hazardous materials tank. 

(18) Section 105.6.22.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.22.1 High-rise building. An operational permit is required to operate a high rise building as defined in 
the Building Code. 

(19) Section 105.6.24.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.24.1 Institutional or residential oceupancy (6 or less persons). An operational permit is required to 
operate an institutional or residential oceupancy for 6 or less persons, except day care. 

(20) Section 105.6.24.2 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.24.2 Institutional or residential oceupancy (more than 6 but less than 50 persons). An operational 
permit is required to operate an institutional or residential oceupancy for more than 6 but less than 50 persons, ex- 
cept day care. 

(21) Section 105.6.24.3 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.24.3 Institutional or residential oceupancy (50 or more persons). An operational permit is required to 
operate an institutional or residential oceupancy for 50 or more persons. 

(22) Section 105.6.35.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.6.35.1 Propane/LPG tank installation. An operational permit is required to install propane/LPG tanks in 
excess of 125 gallon capacity. 

(23) Section 105.7.8.1 is added to read as follows: 

105.7.8.1 Médical gas System. An operational permit is required to install a médical gas System. 

(24) Section 105.7.8.2 is added to read as follows: 

105.7.8.2 Oil or natural gas well. An operational permit is required to drill, own, operate or maintain an oil or 
natural gas well. 

(25) Section 105.7.8.3 is added to read as follows: 

105.7.8.3 Open flame devices. An operational permit is required to use open flame devices for maintenance or 
repair of boats, slips, or wharves. 

(26) Section 202 is amended to revise the définition of "building" to read as follows: 
"BUILDING" is defined as set forth in Section 13-6 of Chapter 13 of the Sonoma County Code. 

(27) Section 307.1 is amended to read as follows: 
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307.1 General. Open burning shall be conducted in accordance with this section and Article Vil of Chapter 13 
of the Sonoma County Code. Open burning shall also be conducted as required by other governing agencies regu- 
lating émissions. 

Exception: Recreational fires shall be in accordance with Section 307.4.2. 

(28) Section 307.2 is amended to read as follows: 

307.2 Burning Permit. Prior to commencement of open burning, a burning permit shall be obtained pursuant 
to section 13-71 of the Sonoma County Code. 

(29) Section 31 1.3.1 is added to read as follows: 

311.3.1 Removal of Débris After Fire. Ail rubble, waste, rubbish, and other materials lying upon any prem- 
ises within the jurisdictional area having been accumulated thereon by reason of a fire, and having been rendered 
useless thereby shall be removed there from within ten (10) days after notice to do so has been given in writing by 
the chief to the owner, lessee, or other person in charge or control of the premises. 

(30) Section 501.1 is amended to read as follows: 

501.1 Scope. Fire service for buildings, structures and premises shall comply with this chapter. This section 
applies to residential and commercial developments. Single family residential projects in approved rural areas shall 
comply with the Fire Safe Standards. Design and construction shall be in accordance with the following sections 
unless otherwise authorized by the Fire Code Officiai in accordance with 1 04.9 Alternative Materials and methods. 

(31) Section 503.2.6 is amended to read as follows: 

503.2.6 Bridges and elevated surfaces. Where a bridge or an elevated surface is part of a fire apparatus access 
road, the bridge shall be constructed and maintained in accordance with AASHTO Standard Spécifications. Bridges 
and elevated surfaces shall be designed for a live load sufficient to carry the imposed loads of fire apparatus. Vehi- 
cle load limits shall be posted at both entrances to bridges when required by the fire code officiai. Where elevated 
surfaces designed for emergency vehicle use are adjacent to surfaces which are not designed for such use, approved 
barriers, approved signs or both shall be installed and maintained when required by the fire code officiai. 

(32) Secfion 505.1 is amended to read as follows: 

505.1 Address numbers. New and existing buildings shall hâve approved illuminated address numbers, build- 
ing numbers or approved building identification placed in a position that is plainly legible and visible from the 
Street or road fronting the property. Thèse numbers shall contrast with their background. Address numbers shall be 
Arabie numerals or alphabet letters. Numbers shall be a minimum of 4 inches (102 mm) high with a minimum 
stroke width of 0.5 inch (12.7 mm) or as required by the Fire Safe Standards- Division C. 

(33) Section 508.5 is amended to read as follows: 

508.5 Fire hydrant Systems. Fire hydrant Systems shall comply with Secfions 508.5.1 through 508.5.6. 

(34) Secfion 508.5.1 is amended to read as follows: 

508.5.1 Where required. Where a portion of the facility or building hereafter constructed or moved into or 
within the jurisdiction is more than 150 feet (45. 179 m) from a hydrant on a fire apparatus access road, as measured 
by an approved route around the exterior of the facility or building, on-site fire hydrants and mains shall be pro- 
vided where required by the fire code officiai. 
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Exception: Residential and agricultural buildings in County unincorporated areas: refer to Article V- Pire Safe 
Standards- Division D 

(35) Appendix B- Section BlOl.l is amended to read as follows: 

BlOl.l Scope. The procédure for determining fire-flow requirements for buildings or portions of buildings 
hereafter constructed shall be in accordance with this appendix. This appendix does not apply to structures other 
than buildings. This section applies to residential and commercial developments. Single family residential projects 
in unincorporated areas shall comply with the Pire Safe Standards. Design and construction shall be in accordance 
with the following sections unless otherwise authorized by the fire code officiai in accordance with 1 04.9 Alterna- 
tive Materials and methods. 

(36) Appendix B- Section B 102.1 is amended to read as follows: 

B102.1 FIRE-FLOW. The flow rate of a water supply, measured at 20 pounds per square inch (psi) (138 kPa) 
residual pressure, measured in the water main in the vicinity of the flowing hydrant, that is available for fire fight- 
ing. 

(37) Appendix B- Section B105.1 is amended to read as follows: 

B105.1 One- and two-family dwellings. The minimum fire-flow 
requirements for one- and two-family dwellings having a fire-flow calculation area which does not exceed 3,600 
square feet (344.5 m2) shall be 1 ,500 gallons per minute (3785.4 L/min). Pire-flow and flow duration for dwellings 
having a fire-flow calculation area in excess of 3,600 square feet (344.5 m2) shall not be less than that specified in 
Table B 105.1. 

Exception: County unincorporated areas not served by a municipal water System. 

(38) Appendix B- Section B105.2 is amended to read as follows: 

B105.2 Buildings other than one- and two-family dwellings. The minimum fire-flow and flow duration for 
buildings other than one- and two-family dwellings shall be as specified in Table B 105.1. 

Exception: A réduction in required fire-flow of up to 50 percent, as approved, is allowed when the building is 
provided with an approved automatic sprinkler System installed in accordance with Secfion 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2. 
The resulting fire-flow shall not be less than 1 ,500 gallons per minute (5,678 L/min) for the prescribed duration as 
specified in Table B 105.1. 

(39) Table B - Section B 105.1 is amended to read as follows: 
Table B- Section B105.1 Poot note A has been deleted. 

(40) Section Cl 01.1 is amended to read as follows: 

ClOl.l Scope. Pire hydrants shall be provided in accordance with his appendix for the protecfion of buildings, 
or portions of buildings, hereafter constructed. This section applies to residential and commercial developments. 
Single family residential projects in approved rural areas shall comply with the Pire Safe Standards. Design and 
construction shall be in accordance with the following sections unless otherwise authorized by the Pire Code Offi- 
ciai in accordance with 104.9 Altemafive Materials and methods. 

(41) Section Cl 02.1 is amended to read as follows: 
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C102.1 Fire hydrant locations. Where fire hydrants are required, they shall be provided along required fire 
apparatus access roads and adjacent public streets. 

(42) Section Cl 05.1 is amended to read as follows: 

Cl 05.1 Hydrant spacing. The average spacing between fire hydrants shall not exceed that listed in Table 
C105.1. 

Exceptions: 

1 . The fire chief is authorized to allow déviations from this code where existing fire hydrants provide ail 
or a portion of the required fire hydrant service. 

2. Residential and agricultural buildings in County unincorporated areas: refer Article V- Fire Safe Stan- 
dards- Division D 

(43) Table Cl 05.1 is amended to read as follows: 

f. For commercial, industrial and muhi-family residential, average 
spacing shall be no greater than 300 feet. 

g. A fire hydrant shall be located within 50 feet of the Fire Department Connection (FDC), or as approved by 
the Fire Code Officiai 

(44) Section DlOl.l is amended to read as follows: 

DlOl.l Scope. Fire apparatus access roads shall be in accordance with this appendix as amended and ail other 
applicable requirements of the International Fire Code. This section applies to residential and commercial devel- 
opments. Residential projects in County unincorporated areas shall comply with the Fire Safe Standards. Design 
and construction shall be in accordance with the following sections unless otherwise authorized by the fire code of- 
ficiai in accordance with 104.9 Alternative Materials and methods. 

(45) Section D 102.1 is amended to read as follows: 

D102.1 Access and loading. Facilities, buildings or portions of buildings hereafter constructed shall be acces- 
sible to fire department apparatus by way of an approved fire apparatus access road with an asphalt, concrète or 
other approved driving surface capable of supporting the imposed load of fire apparatus weighing at least 75,000 
pounds (34050 kg) or as approved by the Fire Code Officiai. 

Exception: Residential and agricultural projects in County unincorporated areas: Refer Article V-Fire Safe 
Standards- Division B 

(46) Section D103.1 is deleted 

(47) Section D103.2 is amended to read as follows: 

D103.2 Grade. The grade of fire apparatus access roads shall be in 
accordance with the local agency requirement for public streets or as approved by the fire chief 

Exception: Residential and agricultural projects in County unincorporated areas: Refer Article V-Fire Safe 
Standards- Division B 
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(48) Section D 103.3 is amended to read as foUows: 

D103.3 Turning radius. The minimum turning radius shall be determined by the fire code officiai or as ap- 
proved by local standards. 

(49) Section D 103.4 is amended to read as foUows: 

D103.4 Dead ends. Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 1 50 feet (45 720 mm) shall be provided 
with width and turnaround provisions in accordance with the local agency requirements for public streets or as ap- 
proved by local standards. 

(50) Table Dl 03.4 isdeleted. 

(51) Section D 103.6 is amended to read as follows: 

D103.6 Signs. Where required by the fire code officiai, fire apparatus access roads shall be marked with per- 
manent NO PARKING-FIRE LANE signs complying with Califomia Vehicle Code. 

(52) Section D 103.6.1 is deleted. 

(53) Section Dl 03.6.2 is deleted. 

(54) Section D 104.1 is amended to read as follows: 

D104.1 Buildings exceeding three stories or 30 feet in height. Buildings or facilities exceeding 30 feet 
(9,144 mm) or three stories in- height shall hâve at least two means of fire apparatus access for each structure. 

(55) Section D104.2 is amended to read as follows: 

D104.2 Buildings exceeding 62,000 square feet in area. Buildings or facilities having a gross building area of 
more than 62,000 square feet (5,760 m2) shall be provided with two separate and approved fire apparatus access 
roads. 

(56) Section D106.1 is amended to read as follows: 

D106.1 Projects having more then 50 dwelling units. Multiple family residential projects having more then 
50 dwelling units shall be provided with two separate and approved fire apparatus access roads. 

(57) Section D106.2 is deleted. 

(58) Section D 107.1 is amended to read as follows: 

D107.1 One-or two-family dwelling residential developments. Developments of one- and two-family dweil- 
ings where the number of dwelling units exceeds 50 shall be provided with two separate and approved fire appara- 
tus access roads and shall meet the requirements of section D 104.3. 

(59) Section 903.2 is amended to read as follows: 

Section 903.2 Where Required. An automatic sprinkler System shall be installed and maintained in ail newly 
constructed buildings. 
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Exceptions: 

1 . Detached Group U occupancies 3,000 sq. ft. or less. Agricultural exempt buildings and agricultural 
buildings as approved by the Pire Code Officiai. 

2. Detached pool houses up to 1 ,000 sq. ft. in floor area within 50 feet of the pool and limited to a single 
bathroom. 

3. A room above a detached garage used for storage only that does not contain a batliroom, cooking or 
réfrigération facilities or connections for such facilities. 



pancy. 



ail sides. 



4. Detached non-combustible motor vehicle fuel dispensing canopies classified as a Group M occu- 

5. Car ports of non-combustible construction. 

6. B or M occupancies 500 sq. ft or less. 

7. Private riding arenas, provided that ail of the following conditions are met: 

(a) The building bas a minimum of 60 feet of clearance to property lines or other structures on 

(b) The building has an on-site water supply complying with the requirements of this code. 

(c) The building has an annual fire inspection by the chief. 

(d) The portions of the building that are not part of the private riding arena are equipped with an 
automatic fire-extinguishing system and are separated from the private riding arena by area séparation walls meet- 
ing the requirements of the Building Code. 

8. Canopied winery crush pads, provided that ail of the following conditions are met: 

(a) The canopy and supporting structure are constructed of non-combustible materials. 

(b) If attached, the crush pad is separated from other portions of the building by one-hour fîre- 
resistive walls. 

(c) The crush pad is not used for storage of combustible materials. 

9. Dairy milking facilities. 

(60) Section 903.2. (a) is added to read as follows: 

Section 903.2 (a) Additions. Additions to existing commercial and residential buildings that increase square 
feet (based on the following percentages) calculated by the existing gross floor area shall meet the requirements for 
a newly constructed building: 

0-1 000 sq ft: 200% (or 2000 sq ft. maximum cumulative total) 

1001-4000 sqft: 100% 

>=4001sqft: 50% 
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(61) Section 903.2 (b) is added to read as follows: 

903.2 (b) Changes of Occupancy. Any change of occupancy when the proposed new occupancy classifica- 
tion is more hazardous based on life and fire risk, as determined by the Pire Code Officiai, including the conver- 
sion of residential buildings to condominiums, the building shall meet the requirements for a newly constructed 
building. 

(62) Section 903.2 (c) is added to read as follows: 

903.2 (c) Elévation of existing buildings. An automatic fire extinguishing System shall be installed througliout 
ail existing buildings when the building is elevated to: (i) three or more stories, or (ii) more than 35 feet in height 
from grade to the finished ceiling or exposed roof 

Exceptions: 

1 . An automatic fire-extinguishing System need not be provided when the area above 35 feet is provided 
for aesthetic purposes only and is unused and unoccupied. 

2. An automatic fire-extinguishing System need not be provided when existing single-family and two- 
family dwellings are elevated to comply with the requirements of Chapter 7B of the Sonoma County Code, pro- 
vided that ail of the following conditions are met: 

(a) The élévation créâtes a building no more than three stories in height. 

(b) Two approved exits are provided for the highest floor, including a third story having less 
than 500 square feet offloor.area. 

(c) Approved interconnected smoke detectors are installed at each floor level and in ail sleeping 
rooms and hallways. 

(d) There is no expansion or modification of use other than installation of the exits required by 
subparagraph (b) above and a utility room less than 1 00 square feet. The space created at ground level by the éléva- 
tion shall be used only as a Group U, Division 1 Occupancy private parking garage or as unused crawl space. 

(e) Any addition to the building after the élévation shall require installation of an automatic fire- 
extinguishing System throughout the building. 

(63) Sections 903.2.4 through 903.2.13 are deleted. 

(64) Section 903.3 is amended to read as follows: 

903.3 Installation Requirements. Sprinkler Systems shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 13, NPPA 
13R if approved by the Pire Code Officiai and NPPA 13D. 

(65) Sections 903.3.1 through 903.3.7 are deleted. 

(66) Secfion 903.4 is amended to read as follows: 

903.4 Sprinkler System Monitoring and Alarms. Except for Group R, Division 3 Occupancies, ail valves 
controlling the water supply for automatic sprinkler Systems, pumps, tanks, water levels, water flow switches shall 
be electronically supervised. Valves when used for standpipes are excluded from this provision unless required by 
the Pire Code Officiai. 
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(67) Section 903.4.1 is amended to read as follows: 

903.4.1 Signais. Alarm, supervisory and trouble signais shall be distinctly différent and shall be automatically 
transmitted to an approved central station, remote supervising station or proprietary supervising station as defined 
in NFPA 72, or when approved by the Pire Code Officiai, shall sound an audible alarm at a constantly attended lo- 
cation. 

(68) Section 903.4.2 is amended to read as follows: 

903.4.2 Alarms. Every new fire alarm system installed for the purpose of évacuation, includingthose Systems 
activated solely by fire sprinkler Systems shall be designed so that ail occupants of the building shall be notified au- 
dibly and visually for each separate occupancy or each separate residential dwelling unit. 

(69) Sections 903.4.3 tlirough 903.6.1 are deleted: 

(70) Section 905.3.1 is amended to read as follows: 

905.3.1 Building height. Class I standpipes shall be installed in buildings three stories or over in height with 
approved outlets provided on each floor level, including the roof when roof access is provided. 

(71) Sections 905.3.2 and 905.3.3 are deleted. 

(72) Section 905.9 is amended to read as follows: 

905.9 Valve supervision. Valves controlling water supplies shall be supervised in the open position so that a 
change in the normal position of the valve will generate a supervisory signal at the supervising station required by 
Section 903.4. Where a fire alarm system is provided, a signal shall also be transmitted to the control unit. 

Exceptions: 

1. Valves to underground key or hub valves in roadway boxes provided by the municipality or public 
utility do not require supervision. 

(73) Sections 907.1.5, 907.1.6, 907.1.7, 907.1.8 and 907.1.9 are addedto read as follows: 
907.1.5 False Alarms. 

907.1.5 (a) Définitions. For the purposes of section 907.1.5, the following définitions shall apply: 

EMERGENCY is an occasion that reasonably calls for a response by the fire department. A response due 
to failure of an alarm system or to personnel error is not an emergency. 

FALSE ALARM is an alarm signal necessitating response by the fire department when an emergency 
does not exist. 

907.1.6 Notice of False Alarm. The chief shall détermine whether an emergency exists at the time the fire de- 
partment responds to an alarm signal from a fire alarm system. If the chief détermines that an emergency does not 
exist, the chief shall issue a written notice of false alarm to the owner or person in charge or control of the facility 
where the alarm signal originated. 
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907.1.7 Hearing on Notice. Any person receiving a notice of false alarm who contends that the chief errone- 
ously determined that an emergency did not exist may file a written request with the chief for a hearing on the dé- 
termination within ten ( 1 0) days after receipt of the notice of false alarm. The chief shali give the requesting party a 
hearing on the détermination within thirty (30) days of receipt of the request. The request shall set forth: (1) why an 
emergency existed, or (2) why the false alarm resulted from an act of God, fiooding, or other violent natural condi- 
tion without fault and beyond the control of the requesting party. Within ten (10) days following the hearing, the 
chief shall give written notice of his or her décision to the requesting party. 

907.1.8 Unreliable Fire Alarm Systems. The chief may détermine a fire alarm System to be unreliable upon 
receipt of more than four (4) false alarms within a twelve (12) month period. Upon fmding that an alarm System is 
unreliable, the chief may order the following: 

1 . Upon the fifth (5th) and sixth (6th) false alarms from the alarni sy stem witliin a twelve (12) month pe- 
riod, the System owner shall pay a mitigation fee to the fire department of$l 50.00, plus the cost of fire engine re- 
sponse, as specified in the fire department' s approved fee ordinance, for each occurrence. 

2. Upon the seventh (7th) and eighth (8th) false alarms from the alarm System within a twelve (12) 
month period, the System owner shall pay a mitigation fee to the fire department of $300.00, plus the cost of fire 
engine response, as specified in the fire department' s approved fee ordinance for each occurrence. 

3 . Upon the ninth (9th) and following false alarms from the alarm System within a twelve (12) month pe- 
riod, the System owner shall pay a mitigation fee to the fire department of $500.00, plus the cost of fire engine re- 
sponse, as specified in the fire department's approved fee ordinance, for each occurrence. The chief may, in a:ddi- 
tion, require the System owner to provide standby personnel as defined by Section 2501.18 or take such other 
measures, as the chief deems appropriate. Persons or activities required by the chief shall remain in place until a 
fire department approved fire alarm maintenance firm certifies in writing to the chief that the alarm System has been 
restored to a reliable condition. The chief may require such tests, as he deems necessary to demonstrate the ade- 
quacy of the System. 

(74) Section 907.2.8.1 Excepfion 2 is amended to read as foUows: 

907.2.8.1 Manual fire alarm System for R-1 Occupancies 

Exceptions: 

2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required throughout the building when the following conditions are 
met. 

2. 1 The building is equipped throughout with an automatic fire sprinkler System installed in ac- 
cordance with Secfion 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2 and 

2.2 With in each residential unit the notification devices will activate upon sprinkler water flow 
and 

2.3 At least one manual fire alarm box is installed in an approved location. 

(75) Secfion 907.2.8.3 is amended to read as follows: 

907.2.8.3 Smoke Alarms. Smoke alarms shall be installed as required by Section 907.2.10. 

(76) Secfion 907.2.9 Exception 2 is amended to read as follows: 
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907.2.9 Manual fire alarm System for R-2 Occupancies 

Exceptions: 

2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required throughout the building when the following conditions are 
met. 

2. 1 The building is equipped throughout with an automatic fire sprinkler System installed in ac- 
cordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2 and 

2.2 Within each residential unit the notification devices will activate upon sprinkler water flow 
and 

2.3 At least one manual fire alarm box is installed in an approved location. 

(77) Sections 2506, 2506.1, 2596.2, 2506.4, and 2506.5 are deleted: 

(78) Sections 3404.1.2, 3404.1.3, 3404.1.4 and 3404.1.5 are added to read as follows: 

3404.1.2 Locations where aboveground tanks are prohibited. 

3404.1.3 Prohibited locations. No new aboveground tanks for the storage of Class I and Class II liquids (ex- 
cept LPG-Propane) outside of buildings shall be permitted on mercantile, residential, and other congested parcels. 
Existing tanks on such parcels shall be removed within one (1) year after written notice from the fire department. 

3404.1.4 Other locations. New aboveground tanks for storage of Class I and II liquids on parcels not covered 
under Secfion 3404.1,3 shall be enclosed in a flammable liquid storage vault constructed in accordance with the 
standards of the fire department. Existing tanks on such parcels shall conform to this section within one (1) year af- 
ter written notice from the fire department. 

3404.1.5 Permits. In addition to any permits otherwise required by this code, ail existing and new above- 
ground tanks for storage of Class I and II liquids shall comply with the permit requirements of any fédéral, state, or 
local agency regulating the storage of such liquids in the jurisdiction. 

(79) Section 3803.3.1 is added to read as follows: 

3803.3.1 Seismie Anchoring. An approved seismic anchoring System shall be installed on ail permanently in- 
stalled, in use, propane/LPG gas containers. (See FSS Drawing No. 16). 
(Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5166 § l(w), 1999: Ord. No. 5086 § 2, 1998: Ord. No. 4959 §§ 3—5, 1996; Ord. No. 
4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Article V. Fire Safe Standards. 

Division A. In General. 

Sec. 13-21. Findings. 

The board of supervisors makes the following findings pertaining to the conditions and requirements contained in this 
article: 

(a) The conditions and requirements contained in this article are consistent with and in furtherance of the goals, objec- 
tives and policies of the public safety élément of the gênerai plan. 
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(b) The conditions and requirements contained in this article are necessary because the failure to adopt tliem would place 
résidents and property within the unincorporated area of the county in a condition perilous to health or safety, or both. 

(c) The conditions and requirements contained in this article are necessary to comply with the requirements of Public 
Resources Code section 4290. 

(d) The conditions and requirements contained in this article are necessary because growth and development within the 
unincorporated area of the county has increased the potential for signifïcant losses from wildland and structure fires and ad- 
versely impacted rural and wildland fire fighting resources. 

(e) The conditions and requirements contained in this article are necessary because wildland fires are becoming an in- 
creasing threat to structures and loss of life, where in the past the only tlireat was to wildland resources. 

(f) The conditions and requirements contained in this article are necessary because structure fires are escaping to the 
surrounding wildlands and destroying other structures as well as wildland resources, 

(g) The conditions and requirements contained in this article are necessary because there are not enough fire fighting 
resources available, even with mutual aid, to protect both wildland resources and the structures intermingled amongst such 
resources and it is financially infeasible to increase fire-fighting resources to the level necessary to provide such protection. 

(h) The condidons and requirements contained in this article are necessary because they represent a cost effective alter- 
native to increasing fire fighting resources. 

(i) The conditions and requirements contained in this article will ensure that ail new development within the unincorpo- 
rated area of the county will provide a basic level of fire protection around itself making it easier and safer for fire fîghters to 
fight wildland and structure fires. 

(j) The conditions and requirements contained in this article will not totally prevent losses fi-om wildland and structure 
fires, but will reduce the severity of the losses that do occur tlirough built-in fire protection and better fire response infra- 
structure. 

(k) The conditions and requirements contained in this article will create an opportunity for fire fîghters to défend a struc- 
ture from a tlireatening wildland fire and protect the wildlands fi-om an escaping structure fire. 

(1) The condifions and requirements contained in this article will increase the safety of fire fighters protecting lives, 
structures and wildland resources. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-22. Citation^Purpose. 

This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Sonoma County Fire Safe Standards" or the "Fire Safe Standards." 
This article is adopted for the purpose of establishing minimum fire safe standards for development within the unincorpo- 
rated area of the county. Where a development subject to the provisions of this article cannot meet a specified standard, an 
exception to the standard may be applied for pursuant to Section 13-23. This article is not intended to restrict or otherwise 
limit the authority or discrétion of the county to impose additional requirements when reviewing applicafions for develop- 
ment. Nothing in this article is intended to supersede more restrictive provisions of this code and where another provision of 
this code establishes a more stringent requirement, that requirement shall control. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 
§ 1, 1995.) 
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Sec. 13-23. Compliance with standards required — Exceptions to standards. 

(a) AH development subject to the provisions of this article shall be constructed and maintained in compliance with the 
standards specified in this article. Approvals and permits for any development may be withheld or refused until adéquate 
provision has been made to ensure such compliance. 

(b) Exceptions to the standards specified in this article and mitigated practices may be allowed where the exception or 
mitigated practice provides the same overall practical effect as the specified standards. 

(c) Application for an exception or mitigated practice shall be made in writing by an applicant for development or the 
applicant's authorized représentative. The application shall state the spécifie section or sections of this article for which an 
exception or mitigated practice is proposed, material facts supporting the contention of the applicant, the détails of the excep- 
tion or mitigated practice proposed, and a map showing the proposed location and setting of the exception or mitigated prac- 
tice. The burden of proving that a proposed exception or mitigated practice is warranted shall be on the applicant. 

(d) The county fire chief shall détermine whether to grant, deny, or modify any application for an exception or mitigated 
practice filed in connection with the issuance of any building permit. The planning commission, board of zoning adjust- 
ments, project review and advisory committee, or design review committee shall détermine whether to grant, deny, or mod- 
ify any application for an exception or mitigated practice filed in connection with any development approval under their re- 
spective jurisdictions. Modification of an application for an exception or mitigated practice by the county fire chief, planning 
commission, board of zoning adjustments, project review and advisory committee, or design review committee shall be lim- 
ited to the altemate fire protection measures specified in Section 13-62. 

(e) Where an application for an exception or mitigated practice is denied or modified, the applicant may appeal such 
déniai or modification. Appeal fi"om a déniai or modification by the county fire chief shall be made pursuant to Article III of 
this chapter. Appeal fi-om a déniai or modification by the planning commission, board of zoning adjustments, project review 
and advisory committee, or design review committee shall be made pursuant to Chapter 25 or Chapter 26 of this code, as 
appropriate. In order to grant an appeal, the body hearing the appeal must find that the exception or mitigated practice pro- 
posed meets the intent of this article. 

(f) A written copy of any décision granting an appeal within a state responsibility area shall be provided to the director 
of forestry and fire protection within ten (10) days after the décision is final. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 
1995.) 

Sec. 13-24. Scope of coverage. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in Section 13-25, the provisions of this article shall apply to ail development on ail 
lands within the unmcorporated area of the county. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this article, ail applications for development approvals shall be accompanied by 
plans, engineering calculations, and other data necessary to détermine compliance with the provisions of this article. 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this article, compliance with the provisions of this article shall occur prior to the 
commencement of construction of any structure unless otherwise authorized by the county fire chief. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 
2002: Ord. No. 5370 § 1, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-25. Exemptions. 

The provisions of this article shall not apply to any of the folio wing, except to the extent provided for herein: 

(a) Any building granted an agricultural exemption pursuant to Chapter 7 of this code, provided that the buildmg does 
not exceed eight thousand (8,000) square feet in size and is not located in a state responsibility area. 

(b) Any road or bridge used exclusively for access to an agricultural opération, or an agricultural exempt structure, or a 
Group U, Division 3 Occupancy, as defined in the county building code, that is under one thousand (1,000) square feet. 

(c) Any road or bridge used exclusively for the management and harvesting of wood products. 

(d) Any new building having a floor area of less than six hundred forty (640) square feet and containing an occupancy 
other than a detached Group U Occupancy as defined in the county building code, except that the provisions of Divisions C 
and E of this article shall apply to ail such buildings. 
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(e) Any ne w building having a floor area of less than one thousand ( 1 000) square feet and containing a detached Group 
U Occupancy as defined in the county building code, except that the provisions of Divisions C and E of this article shall ap- 
ply to ail such buildings. 

(f) Any existing road that provides year-round unobstructed access to conventional drive vehicles, including sedans and 
fire engines, which was constructed and serving a légal parcel prior to January 1 , 1 992, except that ( 1 ) the provisions of Di- 
vision C of this article shall apply to ail such roads, and (2) ail of the other provisions of this article shall apply to any such 
road if it is extended, reconstructed or improved pursuant to a development approval, but only to the portion of the road that 
is extended, reconstructed or improved. 

(g) Any road required as a condition of any development approval granted prior to January 1 , 1992, except that (1 ) the 
provisions of Division C of this article shall apply to ail such roads, and (2) ail of the other provisions of this article shall 
apply to any such road if it is extended, reconstructed or improved pursuant to a new development approval, but only to the 
portion of the road that is extended, reconstructed or improved. 

(h) Any driveway serving a legally constructed residential building prior to January 1 , 1 992, except that (1) the provi- 
sions of Division C of this article shall apply to ail such roads, and (2) ail of the other provisions of this article shall apply to 
any such driveway if it is extended, reconstructed or improved pursuant to a new development approval, but only to the por- 
tion of the driveway that is extended, reconstructed or improved. 

(i) Any légal or légal non-conforming building constructed prior to January 1 , 1 992, or any building for which a build- 
ing permit was issued or an application for a building permit was accepted as complète for fîling prior to January 1, 1992; 
except that the provisions of this article shall apply to any such building if the occupancy is changed, altered, or otherwise 
converted to any Group R, Division 3 occupancy as defmed in the county building code. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 
5166 § l(x), 1999: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-26. Administration and enforcement — inspections. 

(a) The administration and enforcement of the provisions of this article shall be the shared responsibility of the county 
fire chief and the director of permit and resource management. 

(b) Inspections to détermine compliance with the provisions of this article shall be the responsibility of the county fire 
chief or the director of permit and resource management, as appropriate. The county fire chief or the director of permit and 
resource management may authorize a local fire chief to conduct inspections within a local fire protection district under the 
direction of the county fire chief or the director of permit and resource management. In such cases, inspection results shall be 
provided to the county fire chief or the director of permit and resource management promptly after completion of the inspec- 
tion. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5370 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-27. Distance measurements. 

Ail distances specified or referenced in this article shall be measured horizontally unless otherwise stated. (Ord. No. 5373 
§ 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Division B. Emergency Access. 

Sec. 13-28. Intent. 

This division establishes minimum emergency access requirements to provide safe access for emergency fu-e equipment 
and civilian évacuation concurrently, and to allow unobstructed traffic circulation during a wildfire emergency. (Ord. No. 
5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-29. Availability of emergency access. 

Ail buildings shall be accessible to emergency fire equipment by a road or driveway constructed to within one hundred 
fifty (150) feet of any portion of an exterior wall of the first story of the building or such doser distance as the director of 
permit and resource management deems necessary to provide adéquate access for emergency fire equipment. AU buildings 
located on slopes of greater than five percent (5%) shall also include such additional fire protection measures under Section 
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1 3-63, as the county fire chief deems necessary to mitigate access constraints. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1 , 
1995.) 

Sec. 13-30. Road and driveway surfaces. 

AU roads and driveways shall hâve all-weather driving surfaces. AU structural sections shall be constructed so as to meet 
or exceed the foUowing standards: 

(a) On level areas and grades of less than fi ve percent (5%), roads and driveways shall hâve a gravel surface. The struc- 
tural section of the road or driveway shall be at least one foot (1 ') of compacted Class 2 Aggregate Base. 

(b) On grades of between five percent (5%) and ten percent (10%), roads and driveways shall hâve a double seal coat 
surface. The structural section of the road or driveway shall hâve an armor coat surface, constructed according to CalTrans 
Standard Spécifications Section 37, Bituminous Seal Double Application, and the base portion of the road or driveway shall 
be at least one foot (1') of compacted Class 2 Aggregate Base. 

(c) On grades of greater than ten percent (10%), roads and driveways shall hâve an asphalt concrète surface. The struc- 
tural section of the road or driveway shall be asphalt concrète of at least two tenths of one foot (0.2') thick. The base portion 
of the structural section shall be at least five tenths of one foot (0.5') of compacted Class 2 Aggregate Base. 

(d) In lieu of the prescriptive structural sections required by subsections (a), (b) and (c), a design of the section may be 
prepared by a licensed civil engineer using a soils investigation that provides soil R-value and expansion index. Altema- 
tively, the engineer may use an R-value of 5 and waive the soil report unless a soil engineering report is required because of 
spécifie site conditions. The traffic index to be used for the design shall be not less than 3.5. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. 
No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-31. Road and driveway grades. 

(a) No road or driveway shall hâve a maximum grade in excess of fifteen percent (15%), without the approval of the 
county fire chief. In granting such approval, the county fire chief may require such additional fire protection measures under 
Section 13-63 as he or she deems necessary to mitigate access constraints. A road or driveway may include grades up to 
twenty percent (20%) for distances not exceeding three hundred feet (300') within any one thousand feet (1 ,000') of road or 
driveway. 

(b) A vertical curve shall be required for any road or driveway when the algebraic différence in grade exceeds three per- 
cent (3%) for driveways, and two percent (2%) for private roads. The length of any vertical curve shall not be less than fifty 
feet (50'). 

(c) The maximum surface cross slope shall be five percent (5%) for ail surface types unless a greater cross slope is re- 
quired to meet super élévation requirements. The minimum surface cross slope for ail surface types shall be two percent 



(d) Tumarounds shall hâve a maximum longitudinal slope of eight percent (8%). The longitudmal slope is defined as the 
slope corresponding to the long axis of a vehicle as it travels into, out of, and through a tumaround. This slope shall be main- 
tained beginning and ending at the point of tangency of the edge of pavement curves for the tumaround. The cross slope per- 
pendicular to the longitudinal slope shall not exceed five percent (5%). (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5166 § l(y), 
1999: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-32. Road and driveway horizontal curves and intersections. 

(a) No road or driveway shall hâve a horizontal inside radius of curvature of less than fifty feet (50'). If the roadway or 
driveway width is less than twenty-four feet (24'), then additional roadway or driveway widths shall be required as foUows: 
( 1 ) Four feet (4') of additional width for curves with a horizontal inside radius of fifty feet (50') to one hundred feet 
(100') and a central angle greater than forty-five degrees (45°); and 

(2) Two feet (2') of additional width for curves with a horizontal inside radius of one hundred feet (100') to two hun- 
dred feet (200') and a central angle greater than forty-five degrees (45°). 

The road shall hâve the fiiU width widening beginning at the point of tangency of the curve requiring the widening to the 
end point of tangency of that curve or subséquent curves requiring widening (if reverse curves are used). A five-to-one (5:1) 
taper shall be used to transition from the base width into and out of the widened width. 
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(b) Unless otherwise approved by the county fîre chief, where a private road, with a throat width equal to or greater than 
eighteen feet (18') as measured thirty feet (30') from the edge of pavement, intersects a public road, the edge of pavement 
radius shall begin with a line a minimum of twelve feet (12') from and parallel to the physical centerline of the public road 
and a minimum radius of twenty-five feet (25') shall be provided from this point to the point of tangency with the edge of 
pavement of the private road. A taper of not less than ten-to-one (10:1) shall be provided along the public road when the pub- 
lic road is less than twenty-four feet (24') wide. 

(c) Where a private road, with a throat width measuring equal to or greater than twelve feet (12') and less than eighteen 
feet (18') or a driveway with a throat width equal to or greater than ten feet (10') as measured thirty feet (30') from the edge 
of pavement, intersects a public or private road, the edge of pavement radius shall begin with a line a minimum of twelve 
feet (12') from and parallel to the physical centerline of the public or private road and a minimum radius of thirty-five feet 
(35') shall be provided from this point to the point of tangency with the edge of pavement of the private road or driveway. A 
taper of not less than ten-to-one (10: 1) shall be provided along the public or private road when the public or private road is 
less than twenty-four feet (24') wide. In lieu of a ten-to-one (10: 1) taper Connecting private road or driveway to private road 
only, a radius of forty feet (40') may be used. 

(d) Where a driveway, with a throat width measuring equal to or greater than ten feet (10') and less than eighteen feet 
(18') as measured thirty feet (30') from the edge of pavement, intersects a private road, the edge of pavement shall be a 
minimum radius of forty feet (40'). Any driveway with a throat width greater than eighteen feet (1 8'), as measured thirty feet 
(30') from the edge of the pavement, that intersects a private road, shall comply with the private road/public road require- 
ments set forth in subsection (b) of this section. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5166 § l(z), 1999: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 
1995.) 

Sec. 13-33. Roadway and driveway structures (bridges). 

(a) Ail roadway and driveway sfructures shall be designed, constructed, and maintained in accordance with applicable 
sections of the county building code, the Standard Spécifications for Highway Bridges, and any adminisfrative régulations 
adopted pursuant to Section 13-2, and shall hâve a minimum designed live-load capacity of HS 20. Ail roadway and drive- 
way sfructures shall be constructed pursuant to a valid building permit. AU roadway and driveway structures shall be in- 
spected according to the administrative and inspection provisions of the county building code. 

(b) AH roadway and driveway structures shall hâve appropriate signing identifying structure capability, including weight 
and vertical clearance limits, and any one-way road or single traffic lane conditions. 

(c) AU roadway bridges having only one traffic lane shall be constructed to provide a minimum unobstructed width of 
twelve feet (12'), shall provide for unobstructed visibility from one end to the other and shall hâve tumouts at both ends. 

(d) AU driveway sfructures shall be constructed to provide a minimum of one ( 1 ) ten foot (10') traffic lane and an unob- 
structed vertical clearance of fifteen feet (15') along the entire length of the driveway structure. Any driveway structure with 
a minimum unobstructed width of ten feet (10') shall not exceed sixty-five (65') in length. 

(e) Any road or driveway structure required to hâve a tumaround may hâve either a hammerhead/T, a stub out, or termi- 
nus bulb. AU tumarounds shall hâve a minimum tuming radius of forty feet (40'), bulbs shall be forty feet (40') from the cen- 
ter point of the bulb, hammerhead/T and stub out shall hâve entry and exit curves of no less than a forty foot (40') radius. If a 
hammerhead/T is used, the top-of the "T" shall be a minimum of sixty feet (60') in length. If a stub is used, then the length of 
the tumaround shall be forty feet (40'), as measured from the roadway or driveway edge. The minimum width of either a 
hammerhead/T or a stub out shall be équivalent to the roadway or driveway entering the tumaround. 

(f) Any road or driveway sfructure required to hâve a tumout, shall hâve a turaout that is a minimum of twenty feet (20') 
wide, including the roadway and the turaout and thirty feet (30') long with a minimum taper of twenty-five feet (25') on each 
end. The length of the tumout shall be measured along the roadway or driveway centerline. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. 
No. 5166 § l(aa), 1999: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-34. Two-way roads. 

(a) In addition to meeting the applicable standards in the preceding sections, ail two-way roads shall hâve a right-of-way 
of not less than twenty-five (25') and shall be constmcted to provide a roadway with a minimum of two (2) nine foot (9') 
traffic lanes providing two-way fraffic flow. When permitted in a subdivision's conditions of approval and approved by the 
appropriate county departments, as identified in the subdivision's conditions of approval, the subdivision may hâve a two- 
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way road of not less than twelve feet (12') with tumouts and tumarounds. Spacing of the turaarounds shall be as set forth in 
the subdivision's conditions of approval. If the subdivision's conditions of approval do not set forth spacing requirements, 
then tumarounds shall be at a minimum interval of one-thousand three hundred and twenty feet (1,320'). 

(b) Any road or driveway structure required to hâve a tumaround may hâve either a hammerhead/T, a stub out, or termi- 
nus bulb. Ail tumarounds shall hâve a minimum tuming radius of forty feet (bulbs shall be forty feet (40') from the center 
point of the bulb, hammerhead/T and stub out shall hâve entry and exit curves of no less than a forty foot (40') radius. If a 
hammerhead/T is used, the top of the "T" shall be a minimum of sixty feet (60') in length. If a stub is used, then the length of 
the tumaround shall be forty feet (40'), as measured from the roadway or driveway edge. The minimum width of either a 
hammerhead/T or a stub out shall be équivalent to the roadway or driveway entering the tumaround. 

(c) Any road or driveway structure required to hâve a tumout shall hâve a tumout that is a minimum of twenty feet (20') 
wide, including the roadway and the tumout and thirty feet (30') long with a minimum taper of twenty-five feet (25') on each 
end. The length of the tumout shall be measured along the roadway or driveway centerline. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. 
No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-35. One-way roads. 

In addition to meeting the applicable standards in the preceding sections, ail one-way roads shall comply with the follow- 
ing requirements: 

(a) Ail one-way roads shall hâve a right-of-way of not less than twenty feet (20') and shall be constructed to provide a 
roadway with a minimum of one (1) twelve foot (12') traffic lane providing one-way traffic flow. 

(b) Ail one-way roads shall connect to a two-way road at both ends, and shall provide access to an area zoned for no 
more than ten ( 1 0) dwelling units. 

(c) Ail one-way roads exceeding fi ve hundred feet (500') in length shall hâve a tumout constructed at approximately the 
midpoint of the road. Any one-way road exceeding one thousand feet (1,000') in length shall also hâve tumouts constructed 
approximately every five hundred feet (500') along the entire length of the road. 

(d) No one-way road shall exceed two thousand six hundred forty feet (2640') in length. 

(e) Any road or driveway structure required to hâve a tumout, shall hâve a tumout that is a minimum of twenty feet (20') 
wide, including the roadway and the tumout and thirty feet (30') long with a minimum taper of twenty-five feet (25') on each 
end. The length of the tumout shall be measured along the roadway or driveway centerline. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. 
No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-36. Dead-end roads. 

In addition to meeting the applicable standards in the preceding sections, ail dead-end roads shall comply with the follow- 
ing requirements: 

(a) AU dead-end roads shall hâve a maximum length, including any dead-end roads accessed from the original dead-end 
road, not exceeding the folio wing cumulative lengths regardless of the number of parcels served: 

(1) Parcels zoned for less than one (1) acre — eight hundred feet (800'); 

(2) Parcels zoned for one (1) acre to 4.99 acres — one thousand three hundred twenty feet (1320'); 

(3) Parcels zoned for five (5) acres to 19.99 acres — two thousand six hundred forty feet (2640'); and 

(4) Parcels zoned for twenty (20) acres or larger — five thousand two hundred eighty feet (5280'). 

Ail lengths shall be measured from the edge of the roadway at the intersection that begins the dead-end road to the far- 
thest point on the dead-end road. Where a dead-end road crosses areas of differently zoned parcels, requiring différent length 
limits, the average size of the parcels served shall détermine the maximum allowable length of the road. 

(b) AU dead-end roads serving parcels five (5) acres or larger shall hâve tumarounds constmcted approximately every 
one thousand three hundred twenty feet (1320') along the entire length of the road. 

(c) AU dead-end roads shall hâve a tumaround constmcted at the terminus of the road. Any road or driveway stmcture 
required to hâve a tumaround may hâve either a hammerhead/T, a stub out, or terminus bulb. AU tumarounds shall hâve a 
minimum tuming radius of forty feet (bulbs shall be forty feet (40') from the center point of the bulb, hammerhead/T and 
stub out shall hâve entry and exit curves of no less than a forty foot (40') radius. If a hammerhead/T is used, the top-of the 
"T" shall be a minimum of sixty feet (60') in length. If a stub is used, then the length of the tumaround shall be forty feet 
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(40'), as measured from the roadway or driveway edge. The minimum width of either a hammerhead/T or a stub out shall be 
équivalent to the roadway or driveway entering the tumaround. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-37. Driveways. 

In addition to meeting the applicable standards in the preceding sections, ail driveways shall comply with the foUowing 
requirements: 

(a) Ail driveways shall be constructed to provide a minimum of one (1) ten foot (10') trafFic lane and an unobstructed 
vertical clearance of fîfteen feet (15') along the entire length of the driveway. 

(b) Ail driveways exceeding one hundred fifty feet ( 1 50') in length shall hâve a tumout constructed at approximately the 
midpoint of the driveway. Any driveway exceeding eight hundred feet (800') in length shall hâve tumouts constructed ap- 
proximately every four hundred feet (400') along the entire length of the driveway. 

(c) Ail driveways exceeding one hundred fifty feet (150') in length shall hâve a tumaround constructed at each residen- 
tial building served by the driveway. 

(d) Any road or driveway structure required to hâve a tumaround may hâve either a hammerhead/T, a stub out, or termi- 
nus bulb. AU tumarounds shall hâve a minimum tuming radius of forty feet (bulbs shall be forty feet (40') from the center 
point of the bulb, hammerhead/T and stub out shall hâve entry and exit curves of no less than a forty foot (40') radius. If a 
hammerhead/T is used, the top of the "T" shall be a minimum of sixty feet (60') in length. If a stub is used, then the length of 
the tumaround shall be forty feet (40'), as measured from the roadway or driveway edge. The minimum width of either a 
hammerhead/T or a stub out shall be équivalent to the roadway or driveway entering the tumaround. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 
2002: Ord. No. 5166 § l(bb), 1999: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-38. Gâte entrances. 

(a) Ail gâte enfrances shall be at least two feet (2') wider than the width of the fraffic lane(s) serving the gâte. 

(b) AU gâtes providing access from a road to a driveway shall be located at least thirty feet (30') from the roadway and 
shall open to allow a vehicle to stop without obsfructing fraffic on the roadway. 

(c) Where a gated enfrance is locked, a lock box or other emergency release device approved by the county fire chief 
shall be provided for emergency access. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Division C. Signing and Building Numbering. 

Sec. 13-39. Intent. 

This division establishes minimum signing and building numbering requirements to facilitate locating a fire andto avoid 
delays in response. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-40. Names of roads. 

(a) AU roads serving more than two (2) parcels shall be identified by a road name. 

(b) AU public roads requiring a road name shall be named by the board of supervisors pursuant to procédures established 
by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors. Any public road having a road name may be renamed using the pro- 
cédures for naming a public road. 

(c) AU private roads requiring a road name shall be named by the director of permit and resource management pursuant 
to procédures established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors. Any private road having a road name may 
be renamed using the procédures for naming a private road. 

(d) When naming or renaming any road, the board of supervisors or the director of permit and resource management, as 
the case may be, shall use the foUowing standards: 

(1) Road names shall not be greater than eighteen (1 8) characters in length, exclusive of road digits and suffixes. 

(2) Road names shall hâve simple spelling and easy pronunciation. 

(3) Road names shall be compatible with road and sfreet names in cities and other counties where appropriate. 
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(4) Road names shall not duplicate or cause confusion with existing road names. Road names shall be deemed to be 
duplicatas if they hâve différent suffixes, but are otherwise the same. 

(5) Road names that are numbers or letters shall be avoided. 

(6) Road names that are geographically misleading shall be avoided. 

(7) Road names that are inappropriate or offensive shall be prohibited. 

(8) A road having a continuous alignment shall bear the same name. 

(9) Road extensions shall bear the same name as the existing road. 

(10) Roads or portions of roads to be connected in the future into a continuous alignment shall bear the same name. 

(11) Roads intersecting one another, or forming a deflection angle of greater than ninety degrees (90°) shall generally 
hâve différent names. 

(12) A cul-de-sac road may bear the same name as the road it intersects, provided that the suffix is court or place. 

(13) No road shall be named such that it will intersect itself or create an intersection with a road having a duplicate 
name. 

(14) Any other standards established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 
2002: Ord. No. 5034 § 2, 1997: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-41. Size of letters, numbers and symbols for road signs. 

AU letters, numbers and symbols designating names on road signs shall be according to county road standards. (Ord. No. 
5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-42. Visibility and legibility of road signs. 

Ail road signs shall be visible and legible from both directions of vehicle travel for a distance of at least one hundred feet 
( 1 00'). Ail road signs shall indicate the road name and whether the road is public or pri vate in each direction of vehicle travel 
m conformance with county road standards. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5034 § 3, 1997: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-43. Orientation and height of road signs. 

Ail road signs shall hâve an orientation and height in conformance with county road standards. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: 
Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-44. Placement of road signs identifying intersecting roads. 

Ail road signs identifying intersecting roads shall be placed at the intersection of such roads. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: 
Ord. No. 4905 § 1,1995.) 

Sec. 13-45. Signs identifying traffic access limitations. 

AU road signs identifying traffic access or flow limitations, including but not limited to, weight or vertical clearance lim- 
its, dead-end roads, one-way roads or single traffic lane conditions, shall be placed as foUows: 

(a) At the intersection preceding the traffic access limitation; and 

(b) No more than one hundred feet ( 1 00') before such traffic access limitation. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 
§ 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-46. Addresses for buildings. 

AU buildings shall be identified by an address issued by the director of permit and resource management. When issuing 
addresses, the director of permit and resource management shall use the foUowing standards: 

(a) Addresses shall be compatible with addresses in cities and other counties where appropriate. 

(b) Addresses shall be assigned to reflect the road fi"om which the primary driveway originates. 
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(c) Addresses shall be issued in sequential order and hâve even numbers on one side of the road and odd on the other. In 
gênerai, the even numbers shall be on the north and east sides of roads and/or on the right when facing in the direction of 
increasing magnitude. Existing addresses for roads requiring a road name change that do not conform with the provisions of 
this subsection may be accepted if the séquence is in logical order and the addresses are approved by the director of permit 
and resource management and the county fire chief 

(d) Ail buildings other than accessory buildings shall be assigned separate addresses. Individual units within residential 
and commercial buildings may be assigned subsidiary numbers or letters (e.g., apartment 10; suite A). Where possible, indi- 
vidual units in multiple story buildings shall be assigned numbering séquences that identify the floor by the leading digit(s). 

(e) Any other standards adopted by resolution or ordinance of the Board of Supervisors or by administrative régulation 
of the director of permit and resource management. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5 166 § l(cc), 1 999: Ord. No. 4905 
§ 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-47. Size of letters, numbers and symbols for addresses. 

Ail letters, numbers and symbols designating a residential building address shall be a minimum four inch (4") letter 
height, three-eighths inch stroke, reflective, contrasting with the background color of the sign. Ail letters, numbers and sym- 
bols designating a commercial building address shall be a minimum six inch (6") letter height, half-inch stroke, reflective, 
contrasting with the background color of the sign. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-48. Installation, location and visibility of addresses. 

(a) Ail buildings shall hâve a permanently posted address, which shall be placed on building and shall be plainly visible 
and legible from the road on which the address is located or the primary driveway. The numbers shall contrast with their 
background. 

(b) AU buildings shall hâve a permanently posted address, which shall be placed at each driveway entrance and shall be 
visible and legible from both directions of travel along the road on which the address is located. 

Exception: An approved intemally lighted building address device may be used when such building address de vice is 
located on the building and the building is located within thirty feet (30') of the edge of the road on which the address is lo- 
cated. 

(c) Ail address signs along one-way roads shall be visible from both the intended direction of travel and the opposite 
direction. 

(d) Where multiple addresses are required at a single driveway, such addresses shall be mounted on a single approved 
post. 

(e) Where a road provides access solely to a commercial building, the address sign shall be placed at the nearest road 
intersection providing access to the site. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Division D. Emergency Water Supply. 

Sec. 13-50. Intent. 

This division establishes minimum emergency water supply requirements to ensure a supply of water to attack a fire or 
défend property from a fire. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 1 3-51 . Emergency water supply. 

(a) Ail buildings shall hâve a permanent emergency water supply approved by the county fire chief, which shall be in- 
stalled, maintained and available for use as follows: 

( 1 ) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (a)(3), where water is provided by a public water System, the perma- 
nent emergency water supply shall be installed and available for use prior to the completion of road construction; 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (a)(3), where water is provided by a water System other than a public 
water System, the permanent emergency water supply shall be installed and available for use prior to the commencement of 
construction of any permanent structure; 
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(3) When authorized by the county fire chief, an intérim emergency water supply acceptable to the county fire chief 
may be substituted for the permanent emergency water supply provided the permanent emergency water supply is installed 
and available for use prior to issuance of an occupancy permit or final inspection; 

(b) If the water supply to the parcel is provided by a public or community water system (urban parcel - see définitions) 
the emergency water supply for residential buildings shall consist of a permanent hydrant located on the road within two 
hundred fifty feet (250') of the driveway measured from where the driveway intersects with the public or private road. Dis- 
tance measurements shall be determined by hose lay along the road, not horizontal distance. 

(c) If the water supply to the parcel is provided by a private water well (non-urban parcel - see définitions) an emergency 
water storage of not less than two thousand five hundred (2500) gallon capacity shall be provided. A single two-thousand- 
five-hundred (2500) gallon tank may serve more than one building on the same parcel, provided ail hydrants are located in 
accordance with Section 13-52. When multiple tanks are ufilized to achieve the required volume of water, the connection 
between the tanks shall be an approved minimum four inch (4") diameter water Une. 

(d) Water tanks for emergency water supply placed inside the minimum setback requirement of Section 13-55 shall be 
constructed of non-combustible material. A flammable végétation clearance are of not less than twenty feet (20') shall be 
maintained around ail poly-plastic or similar water tanks. 

(e) Ail permanentemergency water supplies for commercial buildings shall meet the requirements of the Uniform Fire 
Code if the building is served by a public water system or NFPA 1 142, "Standard on Water Supplies for Suburban and Rural 
Fire Fighting," if the building is served by a water system other than a public water system. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. 
No. 5166 § l(dd), 1999: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-52. Hydrants. 

(a) Ail buildings shall be protected by hydrants. The location, number, and type of hydrants for any building shall be as 
required and approved by the director of permit and resource management. 

(b) AU hydrants for residential and conmiercial buildings that are part of a public water system on urban parcels shall 
hâve a fire flow which is the greater of either five hundred (500) gallons per minute with a residual pressure of twenty (20) 
pounds per square inch or the minimums specified in Public Utilities Commission of Califomia revised General Order No. 
103, adopted June 12, 1956 (corrected September 7, 1983, Décision 83-09-001), Secfion VIII Fire Protection Standards and 
other applicable sections relating to fire protection water delivery Systems or the minimums for static water Systems equaling 
or exceeding the National Fire Protection Association Standard 1 142, "Standard on Water Supplies for Suburban and Rural 
Fire Fighting. 

(c) AU hydrants for non-urban parcels shall comply with the foUowing requirements: 

(1) Hydrant outlets shall be a minimum of eighteen inches (18") and a maximum of twenty-four inches (24") above 
grade, eight feet (8') fi-om flammable végétation, no doser than six feet (6') nor farther than twelve feet (12') fi-om the edge 
of the road or driveway, and in a location where emergency fire equipment using it will not block the roadway. The hydrant 
serving any residential building shall be located at a tumout or tumaround, along the driveway to the building, or along the 
road that intersects With the driveway. The hydrant serving any residential building shall be connected to the emergency wa- 
ter supply by an approved minimum four inch (4") diameter water Une. 

(2) AU hydrants shall be located between sixty feet (60') and one-hundred fifly feet (1 50') fi-om the residential build- 
ing. The fire hydrant shall be installed so that a fire engine utilizing the hydrant may maintain a minimum distance of sixty 
feet (60') fi-om the residential building. Distance measurements shall be determined by hose lay along a road or driveway, not 
horizontal distance. 

EXCEPTIONS: 

1 . The distance to the hydrant, on a non-urban parcel with exclusively residential buildings on it, may exceed one hun- 
dred fifty feet (150') by one hundred fifty feet (150') for each additional five hundred (500) gallons of water storage capacity up to a 
maximum of two thousand five hundred and fifty feet (2550') fi-om the residential building as allowed by Table 13-52a. 

2. A public fire hydrant can be used for the emergency water supply as allowed by Table 13 -52b, for non-urban 
parcels with exclusively residential buildings on them. 

(d) AU hydrants shall hâve at least one (1 ) two and one-half inch outlet with maie National Hose Threads and a cap. On 
water Systems of greater than ten thousand five hundred (10,500) gallons, there shall also be at least one (1) four and one- 
half inch outlet with maie National Hose Threads and a four and one half inch by two and one half inch reducer with a cap. 
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(e) Ail hydrants shall be a wet barrel hydrant or a draft hydrant as required by the delivery System and shall hâve suitable 
crash protection. The maximum height differential between the water source and the draft hydrant outlet shall be ten feet 
(10'). Draft hydrants shall be supplied by six inch (6") minimum pipe size, and be equipped with a ft)ur and one-half inch 
National Hose maie thread fitting with a cap. 

(f) Crash protection (buUards) shall be per CFC 800 1 . 1 1 .3. 

TABLE 13-52a^ 

DISTANCE TO HYDRANTS BASED ON VOLUME OF STORAGE - 

DISTANCE IS FROM STRUCTURE TO HYDRANT 

Gallons of Storage/Distance to Hydrant 

2500/150' 7000/1500' 

3000/300' 7500/1650' 

3500/450' 8000/1800' 

4000/600' 8500/1950' 

4500/750' 9000/2100' 

5000/900' 9500/2250' 

5500/1050' 10000/2400' 

6000/1200' 10500/2550' 
6500/1350' 

Note: 

1 . This table applies only to parcels that hâve exclusively residential buildings on them. 

TABLE 13-52b* 

EXCEPTION TO HYDRANT DISTANCE^ 

DISTANCE IS MEASURED FROM DRIVEWAY ENTRANCE TO THE HYDRANT 

Road Minimum 

Distance FIow Rate Residual Pressure 

800 feet 500 GPM 20 PSI 

1800 feet 1000 GPM 20 PSI 

2800 feet 1500 GPM 20 PSI 

3800 feet 2000 GPM 20 PSI 

4800 feet 2500 GPM 20 PSI 

Notes: 

1 . This table applies only to parcels that hâve exclusively residential buildings on them. 

2. Distances within thèse ranges can be prorated based on volume of flow available. 
(Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5166 § l(ee), 1999; Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 1 3-53. Signing of water sources. 

Each hydrant or access to water for any residential or commercial building shall be identified as follows: 

(a) If located along a driveway, a reflective blue marker, with a minimum dimension of three inches (3 "), shall be located 
on the driveway address sign and mounted on a fire retardant post; or 

(b) If located along a road either of the following are acceptable: 

(1) A reflective blue marker, with a minimum dimension of three inches (3"), shall be mounted on a fire retardant 
post. The sign post shall be within three feet (3 ') of the hydrant, with the sign no less than three feet (3 ') nor greater than five 
feet (5') above ground, aimed toward headlights, in a horizontal position and visible fi-om the driveway, or 
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(2) As specified in the State Pire Marshal's Guidelines for Pire Hydrant Markings Along State Highways and Free- 
ways, May 1988. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 



Division E. Fuel l\/lodification. 



Sec. 13-54. Intent. 



This division establishes minimum fuel modification requirements to reduce the possibility and intensity ofa wildfire, to 
provide increased safety for emergency fire equipment, personnel and evacuating civilians, and to provide a point of attack 
against or défense from a wildfire. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-55. Setback for building defensible space. 

(a) On parcels less than one (1) acre, ail buildings shall hâve a setback from any property line or the centerline of any 
road of not less than the applicable minimum setbacks specified in Chapter 26 of the county building code. 

(b) On parcels one ( 1 ) acre or larger ail buildings and accessory buildings shall hâve setbacks to the property line and/or 
exterior wall protection according to Table 13-55. 

EXCEPTION: Commercial building and R-1 occupancy residential building setbacks in local responsibility areas shall 
be according to Section 503 of the county building code. 

TABLE 13-55 

SETBACKS AND EXTERIOR WALL 

PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS^ 



Location 



Fire Résistance of 
Exterior Walls^ 



Openings in 
Exterior Walls^ 



Less than 10' 



1 hour construction 



Not Allowed 



10' to less than 20' 



1 hour construction 



Protected 



20' to less than 30' 



1 hour consfruction 



Allowed 



30' or more 



None 



Allowed 



Notes: 

1 . Where setbacks and exterior wall and opening protection of the county building code are more stringent, the more strin- 
gent requirement shall apply as if part of this code. 

2. Distance to property line shall be measured at a right angle from the property line. 

3. 1-hour exterior walls and projections therefrom shall conform to the requirements of the county building code. 

4. Openings shall be protected by a self-closing or automatic closing fire assembly having a 3/4-hour fire protection rating 
and shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 7 of the county building code. 

(Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5166 § l(gg), 1999: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-56. Flammable végétation clearance areas for roads and driveways. 

Ail roads and driveways shall hâve a flammable végétation clearance area on each side of the road or driveway of not less 
than ten feet (10') unless otherwise authorized by the director of permit and resource management. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: 
Ord. No. 4905 § 1,1995.) 
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Sec. 13-57. Setbacks for planted végétation from electric power lines — Installation of new power lines. 

(a) No tree reaching a height of greater than twenty feet (20') at maturity shall be planted within twenty feet (20'), meas- 
ured horizontally from the nearest conductor, of any existing or proposed overhead electric utility distribution or transmis- 
sion line without the approval of the director of permit and resource management after consultation with the electric utility 
Company having jurisdiction. 

(b) AU elecfric utility companies shall make every reasonable effort to sélect routes and types of conductors that mini- 
mize the risk of fire when installing new overhead electric utility. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-58. Disposai of flammable végétation and fuels. 

AU disposai, including chipping, burying, buming or removal to a landfiU site, of flammable végétation and fuels caused 
by site development and consfruction, road and driveway construction, or fiiel modification shall be completedpriorto com- 
pletion of road or driveway construction, or foundation inspection for a building permit, whichever occurs fîrst. (Ord. No. 
5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5166 § l(hh), 1999: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-59. Greenbelts. 

Any development which désignâtes a facility or land use as a greenbelt shall locate the greenbelt strategically, as a sépara- 
tion between wildland fuels and buildings. The director of permit and resource management shall approve the location of any 
greenbelt. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-59.5. Végétation management plans. 

A végétation management plan shall be required for any new residential or commercial building within a state responsi- 
bility area. The plan shall be prepared by a qualified professional and shall be approved by the county fire chief. The plan 
shall include, at a minimum, defensible space zones, identification of végétation types, replacement of non-native flammable 
végétation with approved fire résistive végétation, and a maintenance program for ail végétation. The property owner shall 
record a covenant, in a form satisfactory to county counsel, which ensures that the approved plan will be implemented and 
maintained. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5166 § l(ii), 1999.) 

Sec. 13-60. Roofing. 

AU structures regulated by the county building code shall hâve roof coverings that comply with the requirements of Chap- 
ter 7 of this code. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Division F. Other Fire Protection Measures. 

Sec. 13-61. Intent. 

This division establishes altemate fire protection measures for use in place of standards specified in this article which 
cannot be met and additional fire protection measures to mitigate parcel spécifie fire protection problems. (Ord. No. 5373 
§ 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-62. Alternate fire protection measures. 

When authorized pursuant to Section 1 3-23, any of the foUowing altemate fire protection measures may be used as excep- 
tions to the standards specified in this article or as mitigated practices: 

(a) Increased emergency water supply requirements; 

(b) Installation of a sprinkler System that meets the requirements of the National Fire Protection Association and includes 
protection of eaves; 

(c) Increased flammable végétation clearance areas for buildings; 
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(d) Increased flammable végétation clearance areas for roads and driveways; 

(e) Use of fire résistive végétation; 

(f) Installation of fire résistive exterior siding; 

(g) Use of fîre résistive deck and eave construction; 

(h) Construction of additional tumouts and tumarounds; 

(i) Création of areas of safe refuge; 

(j) Installation of a centrally monitored fire alarm system; 

(k) Provision of a secondary means of ingress and egress to the parcel. 
(Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-63. Additional fire protection measures. 

When the county fire chief détermines that access constraints, hazard severity or topography and terrain adversely affect 
the ability of emergency fire equipment and personnel to respond to an emergency on a parcel, the county fire chief may 
require additional fire protection measures as folio ws: 

(a) Where conditions delay, limit or prohibit access by emergency fire equipment and personnel to a parcel, the county 
fire chief may require any of the foUowing fire protection measures in addition to the other standards specified in this article: 

(1) Increased emergency water supply; 

(2) Installation of an automatic sprinkler system that meets the requirements of the National Fire Codes and local 
régulations; 

(3) Increased flammable végétation clearance areas for buildings; 

(4) Use of fire-resistive végétation; 

(5) Use of fire-resistive deck and eave construction; 

(6) Installation of fire-resistive exterior siding; 

(7) Installation of a centrally monitored fire alarm system; 

(8) Création of areas of safe refuge; 

(9) Végétation management plan. 

(b) Where a parcel is located within a high or very high fire hazard severity zone as defined by the Califomia Depart- 
ment of Forestry and Fire Protection, the county fu-e chief may require any of the foUowing fire protection measures in addi- 
tion to the other standards specified in this article: 

(1) Any of the fire protection measures specified in subsection (a); 

(2) Construction of additional tumouts and tumarounds; 

(3) Provision of a secondary means of ingress and egress to the parcel; 

(4) Végétation management plan. 

(c) Where features of topography or terrain create conditions on a parcel which the county fire chief détermines warrant 
additional fire protection measures, the county fire chief may consider the parcel to be an area of high or very high fire haz- 
ard severity and require any of the fire protection measures specified in subsection (b) in addition to the other standards 
specified in this article. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 5166 § l(ij), 1999: Ord. No. 4959 § 6, 1996: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 
1995.) 

Article VI. Fireworks. 

Sec. 13-66. Sale, use or discharge of fireworks prohibited — Exception. 

(a) Except for public displays of fireworks authorized pursuant to this section, it is unlawfiil for any person to possess, 
store, offer or expose for sale, sell at retail, give away or in any manner dispose of any fireworks, or to use, explode, or oth- 
erwise discharge any fireworks within the unincorporated area of the county. 

(b) Any person or group desiring to perform a public display of fireworks within the unincorporated area of the county 
shall first make written application for a permit to the local fire chief, if the display is to be held within a local fire protection 
district, or the county fu"e chief, if the display is to be held within a portion of the unincorporated area of the county not in a 
local fire protection district. Application for a permit shall be made in writing at least twenty (20) days prior to the proposed 
display. The application shall be considered and acted upon by the local fire chief or county fire chief, as appropriate, pursu- 



13-33 (Revised 6-03) 



§13-66 SONOMA COUNTY CODE §13-75 



ant to Title 1 9 of the Califomia Code of Régulations. Any permit for a public display of fîreworks may be suspended or re- 
voked at any time by the local fïre chief or the county fire chief, as appropriate. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 
1995.) 

Article VII. Open Burning. 

Sec. 13-71. Burning permits required. 

It is unlawful for any person to undertake or authorize the undertaking of any open burning within the unincorporated area 
of the county at any time between May 1 st and the date the director of forestry and fire protection déclares, by proclamation, 
that the hazardous fire conditions hâve abated for that year or at any other time when the director of forestry and fire protec- 
tion has declared, by proclamation, that unusual fire hazard conditions exist within the région wherein the county is located 
without first obtaining a written burning permit as foUows: 

(a) Within those portions of the unincorporated area of the county in a fire protection district, burning permits shall be 
obtained fi-om the fire protection district. 

(b) Within those portions of the unincorporated area of the county in a state responsibility area, burning permits shall be 
obtained firom the Califomia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection or, if the location of the open burning is also in a 
fire protection district and the district is authorized by the Califomia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection to issue 
such permits, from the fire protection district. 

(c) Within those portions of the unincorporated area of the county not in a fire protection district or state responsibility 
area, buming permits shall be obtained fi-om the department of emergency services. 

(d) If the county fire chief détermines that conditions of high fire hazard exist within any or ail of the unincorporated 
area of the county, the county fire chief may suspend the issuance of any buming permit authorized by this section or stay 
the effect of any such permit already issued or both for such period as the county fire chief deems necessary, not to exceed 
one hundred fifty (150) days. The county fire chief shall notify the board of supervisors of any such suspension or stay by 
mémorandum within twenty-four (24) hçurs following its commencement. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 
1995.) 

Sec. 13-72. Hours and days for burning. 

Ail buming permits issued pursuant to this article shall restrict open buming to the hours and days specified by the air 
pollution control district having jurisdicfion. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-73. Burning of land of another. 

No buming permit shall be issued pursuant to this article for open buming by the applicant upon land owned by another 
person unless the applicant has the written consent of the owner, lessee or other person in charge or control of the land on 
which the open buming is to be done. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-74. Effect of article on fire protection districts and state responsibilities. 

Nothing in this article shall be construed as preventing any fire protection district within the county from adopting an or- 
dinance or ordinances regulating buming containing more restrictive régulations, nor shall anything herein be constmed as 
limiting or releasing the state or the Califomia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection of any responsibility for fire pré- 
vention and suppression under the laws of this state. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-75. Effect of issuance of permit. 

The issuance of any buming permit pursuant to this article shall not be deemed to be a waiver of noncompliance within or 
authorize violation of any zoning or other law whatsoever or constitute a sanction of or permit for any public or private nui- 
sance. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 
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Sec. 13-76. Burning to be under supervision of responsible person. 

AH burning for which a permit is required pursuant to this article shall be done under the direction and constant surveil- 
lance of a responsible person. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Article VIII. Fées and Charges. 

Sec. 13-81. Schedule of fées and charges. 

(a) The board of supervisors may from time to time establish a schedule of fées and charges following the procédure set 
forth in Califomia law (currently Government Code Section 66016 et seq.) to recover the reasonable cost of providing ser- 
vices, issuing permits and enforcrng régulations pursuant to this chapter. 

(b) The board of directors of any fire protection district may from time to time establish a schedule of fées and charges 
following the procédure set forth in Califomia law (currently Health and Safety Code Section 1 39 1 6) to recover the reason- 
able cost of providing services, issuing permits and enforcing régulations pursuant to this chapter. Pursuant to Health and 
Safety Code Section 13916, no such fee or charge on new construction or development shall be for construction of public 
improvements or facilities or the acquisition of equipment. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Article IX. Enforcement. 

Sec. 13-86. Responsibility for enforcement. 

Except as otherwise provided herein, the county fire chief shall be responsible for enforcing the provisions of this chapter. 
(Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Sec. 13-87. Issuance of citations. 

The county fire chief, director of permit and resource management, and local fire chiefs may, pursuant to Section 836.5 of 
the Pénal Code, arrest a person without a warrant whenever they hâve reasonable cause to believe that the person to be ar- 
rested has committed a misdemeanor in their présence which is a violation of this chapter or any other ordinance or statute 
which they hâve a duty to enforce, and to issue a written notice to appear and to release such person on his or her written 
promise to appear in court, as prescribed by Chapter 5C (commencing with section 853.6) of the Pénal Code. (Ord. No. 5373 
§ 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 

Article X. Violations. 

Sec. 13-91. Violation— Penalty. 

Any person who violâtes or fails to comply with any provision of the Uniform Fire Code, the Uniform Fire Code Stan- 
dards, or the National Fire Codes, as adopted, or this chapter, or who violâtes or fails to comply with any order or régulation 
made thereunder, or who acts in violation of any detailed statement of spécifications or plans submitted and approvedthere- 
under, or who violâtes any provisions of a certificate or permit issued thereunder, is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable as 
provided by law. The imposition of one penalty for any violation shall not excuse the violation or permit it to continue; ail 
such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such violations or defects within a reasonable time; and when not other- 
wise specified in any citation or notice of violation, each day or portion thereof that prohibited conditions are maintained 
shall constitute a separate offense. The application of the provisions of this section shall not be held to prevent the enforced 
removal of prohibited conditions. (Ord. No. 5373 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4905 § 1, 1995.) 
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Article I. In General.^ 

Sec. 14-1. Duties of heaith officer relative to milk and dairy inspection. 

Subject to the provisions of Division 15 of the Food and Agricultural Code of the state, the heaith officer of the county, 
his deputies and assistants, are hereby directed and empowered to perform the functions of milk and dairy inspection and to 
carry on such duties within the county and within any and ail incorporated cities of the county and such other areas as may 
be assigned by the director of agriculture of the state. (Ord. 5763 § l(c), 2008: Ord. No. 505 § 1.) 

Sec. 14-2. Milk inspection service fées. 

Under the provisions of Sections 3325 1 to 33261 and 33265 of the Food and Agricultural Code of the state, for the pur- 
pose of maintaining an approved milk inspection service, there shall be charged inspection fées which shall be paid to the 
department of heaith services for deposit in the county treasury. Such milk inspection fées shall be determined annually by 
resolution of the board of supervisors of the county after recommendation of the department of heaith services and hearing 
thereon, and shall not exceed the actual cost to the county of such functions. Such inspection fées, as set by the board of su- 
pervisors, shall remain in fuU force and effect until superseded by a subséquent change. (Ord. 5763 § l(c), 2008: Ord. No. 
505 § 2.) 

Article II. Food Facilities and Public Pools. 

Sec. 14-3. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this article, the words and phrases shall hâve the meaning respectively ascribed to them by the Cali- 
fomia Retail Food Code (California Health and Safety Code Section 1 1370 et seq.) and Califomia Swimming Pool Sanita- 
tion laws (Califomia Health and Safety Code Section 116025 et seq.) and accompanying régulations adopted pursuant 
thereto. In addition thereto, the following words and phrases shall be defmed as set forth below: 

"Enforcement officer" means the agent, registered environmental heaith specialist or environmental heaith specialist 
trainee authorized by the director of heaith services, heaith officer and director of environmental heaith. 

"Departmenf means the county of Sonoma, department of heaith services, environmental heaith division. 

"Food facility" means an opération that stores, prépares, packages, serves, vends or otherwise provides food for human 
consumption at the retail level. 

"Nonprofit charitable organization" means either of the following: 

(1) A corporation incorporated pursuant to the Nonprofit Corporation law (Division 2 commencing with Section 
5000 of Title 1 of the Corporations Code), that is exempt from taxation pursuant to paragraphs (1) to (10), inclusive, and 
paragraph (19) of Section 501(c) of the Internai Revenue Code and Section 23701d of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

(2) An organization that was organized and is in opération for charitable purposes and meets the requirements of 
Section 214 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

"Permif means the document issued by the department that authorizes a person to operate a food facility. 

"Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, hmited liability company, corporation, estate, 
trust, receiver, syndicate, city, county, or other political subdivision, or any group or combination acting as a unit. (Ord. 5763 
§ l(d), 2008) 

Sec. 14-4. Food facility permits. 

(a) No Person shall operate in the unincorporated area of the county any food facility or any other enterprise or estab- 
lishment in which food or beverage is offered for sale or sold, and conceming which the department is required or permitted 



' Division 15 of tiie Califomia Food and Agricultural Code régulâtes milk and dairy inspection. Califomia Health and Safety Code Section 1 13700 et 
seq. régulâtes food facilities. Califomia Health and Safety Code Section 1 1 6025 et seq. régulâtes swimming pool sanitation. This chapter suppléments 
state law. 
* Prior ordinance history: Ords. 1195, 1307, 2613, 4441, 4704 and 5863. 
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by State law to conduct periodic inspections or to act in the enforcement of any statute, order, quarantine, rule or régulation 
prescribed by state law or by a state officer or department relating to public health, without a valid food facility permit. 

(b) A person proposing to build or remodel a food facility shall submit complète and easily readable plans drawn to 
scale, including equipment and construction spécifications, a menu, and applicable plan check fee to the department for re- 
view. Plans shall be approved by the department prior to commencing any new construction or remodeling. 

(c) A food facility permit shall be issued by the department when its inspection has determined that the proposed food 
facility and its method of opération meet the spécifications and conform to the requirements of the California Retail Food 
Code and this chapter. 

(d) An application for a food facility permit shall be in writing on a form approved by the department, shall include the 
applicable permit fee, and be signed by the applicant. 

(e) Each application for a fixed food facility must also include the following information: 

(1) Name and address of the apphcant; and 

(2) Name, address and assessor's parcel number of the food facility location. 

(f) Each application for a mobile food facility must also include the following information: 

(1) Name and address of the applicant; 

(2) Name of the mobile food business; 

(3) Proof of vehicle registration for the mobile food facility; 

(4) Locations and durations of stops for the mobile food vehicle; and 

(5) Signed letter from the property owner of each location where the mobile food facility stops for longer than one 
hour, including the following: 

(i) Granting permission for the mobile food facility to conduct business from that location, and 
(ii) Granting permission for the mobile food facility operator and employées to use the fixed faciJity restroom at 
that location. 

(g) Each application for a vending machine must also include the following information: 

(1) Name and address of the applicant; 

(2) Name and address of the food vending business; 

(3) Number and type of food product vending machines; and 

(4) Address of placement of each vending machine dispensing any food product other than sealed, ready-to-eat, sin- 
gle service, non-potentially hazardous foods. 

(h) Each applicant at the time of fïling the food facility permit application shall submit to the department the annual per- 
mit fee(s) as established by the current board of supervisors' fee resolution. 

(i) Each separate location of business shall be deemed a separate enterprise or food facility for purposes of this article. 

(j) Upon receipt of a complète food facility permit application, the department shall investigate the proposed food facil- 
ity to détermine compliance with this chapter and with applicable state laws, rules and régulations. 

(k) The department shall issue a food facility permit to the apphcant for any food facility that is in substantial compliance 
with this chapter and with applicable state laws, rules and régulations. The department shall give the applicant written notice 
of deficiencies which preclude issuance of the permit. A food facility permit shall be valid only for the person, location and 
type of food sales or distribution activity approved. 

(1) Local health permits shall be valid until revoked or as conditioned by the enforcement officer. Each permit shall be 
prominently posted in plain public view at the location or upon the equipment for which it was issued. Permits shall not be 
transférable upon change of ownership. 

(m) The holder of the valid food facility permit shall make payment to the department on or before the anniversary date 
as established at the time of permit issuance an annual fee as established by the board of supervisors' resolution. Failure to 
make such payment shall be considered good cause for permit revocation. 

(n) Any permit that has not been reinstated by the designated anniversary date, due to failure to submit permit fées, shall 
be deemed delinquent. Permits that continue to remain delinquent will be subject to late fées at intervais of thirty (30) days 
and sixty (60) days past the anniversary date. The amount assessed shall be included in the fee schedule approved by resolu- 
tion of the board of supervisors with the annual budget. 

(o) Any temporary food facility operator shall show évidence of payment of the local food facility permit fee herein re- 
quired prior to exercising concession privilèges at any county or local fair or carnival or any other place or community event. 

(p) County departments that contract with nonprofit charitable organizations to provide food services shall pay the pro 
rata portion of the food facility permit fées for those services. (For example, if a nonprofit charitable organization uses a food 
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facility permit only for county contractée! services, the county department shall pay one hundred percent (1 00%) of the per- 
mit fee. If a nonprofit charitable organization uses a food facility permit for many food services, only five percent (5%) of 
which are county contracted services, the county department shall pay five percent (5%) of the food facility permit fee.) 
(Ord. 5763 § l(d),2008) 

Sec. 14-4.1. Public pool permits. 

(a) No person shall operate in the unincorporated area of the county any public pool conceming which the enforcement 
officer is required or permitted by state law to conduct periodic inspections or to act in the enforcement of any statute, order, 
quarantine, rule or régulation prescribed by state law or a state officer or department relating to public health, without a valid 
public pool permit. 

(b) Public pool permits for each location, enterprise or establishment shall be issued only after submission of an applica- 
tion, investigation by the enforcement officer, and a finding by the enforcement officer that the applicant is in substantial 
compliance with ail applicable statutes, orders, quarantines, rules, régulations and this article. The enforcement officer shall 
give the applicant written notice of deficiencies which preclude issuance of the permit. 

(c) An application for a public pool permit shall be in writing on a form approved by the department, shall be signed by 
the applicant and shall include the items or information following: 

(1) Name and address of the applicant; 

(2) Name and address of the establishment or enterprise for which the permit is sought; 

(3) Nature of the pool business; 

(4) Whether the pool is operated seasonally or year-round; 

(5) The year for which the permit is sought; 

(6) The amount of inspection fee accompanying the application; 

(7) The date of the application; and 

(8) Whether the application is original or a renewal. 

(d) Each applicant not exempted shall pay to the department at the time of filing of application for permit the annual per- 
mit fées established by the board of supervisors. Permits shall not be transférable. 

(e) Any permit, which has not been reissued by the anniversary date, due to failure to submit application and permit fées, 
shall be deemed delinquent. Any pool permit, which has remained delinquent for thirty (30) days past the anniversary date, 
shall be subject to a late fee. Additional late fées shall be assessed at sixty (60) days. The amount assessed shall be included 
in the fee schedule approved by the resolution of the board of supervisors with the annual budget. 

(f) A public pool permit shall expire on the last day of the month of the effective date of the permit in the next succeed- 
ing year. 

(g) The enforcement officer shall investigate and issue or deny a renewal in like manner as upon an original application. 
The payment of the established permit fee prior to the expiration date of the current permit shall automatically extend the 
term of the current permit until the renewal is issued or denied. 

(h) Permit fées applicable to this article shall be estabhshed by resolution of the board of supervisors. (Ord. 5763 § l(d), 
2008) 

Sec. 14-5. Administration and enforcement. 

The health officer shall administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter in addition to the provisions of state law 
herein concerned and the rules and régulations promulgated by the State Department of Public Health thereunder. (Ord. 5763 
§ l(d), 2008) 

Sec. 14-5.1. Revocation of permits. 

(a) Any permit issued pursuant to this chapter may be suspended or revoked for good cause by the enforcement officer. 
"Good cause" for the purpose of this section, means a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, the Califomia Retail 
Food Code (Health and Safety Code Section 1 1 3700 et seq.) or Laws Relating to Swimming Pools (Health and Safety Code 
Section 11 6025 et seq), the administrative rules or régulations adopted thereunder, or any condition of such permit. 
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(b) The enforcement officer shall issue and serve upon the permittee a notice setting forth in clear and concise language 
the acts or omissions with which the permittee is charged and informing the permittee of the permittee's rights to a hearing. 

(c) At any time within fifteen ( 1 5) day period after service of such notice, the permittee may request a hearing before the 
department to show cause why the permit should not be suspended or revoked. 

(d) A failure to request a hearing within fifteen (15) days shall be deemed a waiver of a right to such a hearing. The de- 
partment may call a hearing for the purpose of investigating any violations of this section. (Ord. 5763 § l(d), 2008) 

Sec. 14-5.2. Penalties. 

(a) Any food facility found to be operating without a valid food facility permit is subject to closure and a penalty, which 
may be up to tliree (3) times the amount of the permit fee as identified in the current fee resolution adopted by the board of 
supervisors. Penalties shall not be assessed until the food facility operator has received a written notice with an opportunity 
to comply prior to resuming the opération. 

(b) Any person who violâtes any provision of the California Retail Food Code (Califomia Health and Safety Code Sec- 
tion 1 13700 et seq.) and accompanying régulations is guilty of a misdemeanor. Each offense shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) or more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment in the county 
jail for a term not exceeding six (6) months, or by both fine and imprisonment. 

(c) Any person who violâtes any provision of the swimming pool sanitation laws (Califomia Health and Safety Code 
Section 1 16025 et seq.) or the rules and régulations adopted pursuant thereto, is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a 
fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1 ,000.00), or by imprisonment for not more 
than six (6) months, or both. (Ord. 5763 § l(d), 2008) 

Sec. 14-5.3. Spécial course of study. 

If the enforcement officer' s inspection of a food facility reveals fîve (5) or more crifical violations, the permit holder may 
be required to make any or ail of. the food handlers in the food facility attend a spécial course of study as established by the 
department. The cost of such a spécial course of study shall be borne by the permit holder. This sanction shall be separate 
and apart fi-om other action as authorized by this chapter or state law. (Ord. 5763 § l(d), 2008) 

Article III. Item Price Marking. 

Sec. 14-15. Définitions. 

For the purpose of this article, the foUowing définitions shall apply: 

(a) Automatic checkout System. An electronic System employing a scanning device combined with a computer and regis- 
ter to read uni versai product code or similar code to détermine the costs of items being purchased. 

(b) Consumer commodity, includes: 

(1) Food, including ail material whether solid, liquid or mixed, and whether simple or compound, which is used or 
intended for consumption by human beings or domestic animais normally kept as household pets, and ail substances or in- 
grédients added to any such material for any purpose. This définition shall not apply to individual packages of cigarettes or 
individual cigars. 

(2) Paper products such as napkins, facial tissues, toilet tissues, foil wrapping, paper toweling, and disposabie plates 
and cups. 

(3) Détergents, soaps, and other cleaning agents. 

(4) Pharmaceuticals, including nonprescription drugs, bandages, hygiène products, and toiletries. 

(c) Grocery department. An area within a gênerai retail merchandise store which is engaged primarily in the retail sale of 
packaged food, rather than food prepared for immédiate consumption on or off the premises. 
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(h) Local heallh permiis shall be vaiid until revoked or as conditioned by ihe enforcement officer. Each peimit shall 
be prominently posted in piain public view at the location or upon the equipment for which it was issued Permits shall 
not be transférable upon change of ownership. 

(i) The holder of a valid pennit shall make payment to the heallh officer on or beforc the anniveisary date as 
estabiished at the time of pennit issuance an annual fee as established by board of supenisors lesolution. Failure to make 
such payment shall be considered good cause for permit revocation. 

(j) Any pennit which has not been reinstated by the designated anniversaiy date, due to failure to submit signed 
invoices and pennit fées, shall be deemed delinquent Permits which continue to lemain deiinquent will be subject to 
late fées at inteivals of thiity days and sixty days past the anniversary date. The amount assessed shall be included in 
the fee scheduie approved by résolution of the board of supervisors with the annual budget 

(k) The foUowing facilides are subject to this article but are exempt £rom the annual fées herein provided: 

(1) Any cafétéria, eating place or other enteiprise or establishment operated in or by a school in the public school 
System or an academically équivalent private school: 

(2) Any cafétéria, eating place or other enteiprise or establishment operated by a public agency, or in a public 
building or premises, which is supported in whole or in part by taxes. 

(I) Any temporary food Êicility operaior shalJ show évidence of payment of the local health pennit fee herein required 
prie»- to exercising concession privilèges at any county or local fair or camival or any other place ot evenL (Ord. 4704 
§ 1. 1993: Ord. No. 4441 § 3, 1991: Ord. No. 2428.) 

Sec. 14-4.1. Public pool permit generaliy. 

(a) No person shall operate in the unincorporated aiea of the county any public pool conceming which the health 
officer is required or permitted by state law to conduct periodic inspections or to act in the enforcement of any statute, 
order, quanintine, ruie or reguiation prescribed by state Jaw or a state officer or depanment reiating to public health, 
without a vaiid public pool pennit 

(b) Public pool permits shall be issued only after application therefor the health officer. investigauon by the health 
officer of compliance by the applicant with ail applicable statutes. orders. quarantines. rules or regulations. and a finding 
by the health officer that the applicant is in substantial compliance with such laws. rules and regulations and this article. 

(c) Application for public pool permits shall be in writing on a fonn approved by the health officer and signed by 
the applicant and shall include the items or information foUowing: 

(1) Name and address of the applicant: 

(2) Name and address of the establishment or enterprise for which the p)ermit is sought: 

(3) Nature of the pool business: 

(4) Wheiher the pool is operated seasonally or year-round: 

(5) The year for which the pennit is sought: 

(6) The amount of inspection fee accompanying the application: 

(7) The date of the application: 

(8) Whether the application is original or a renewal. 

(d) Each applicant not hereafler specifîcally exempted shall pay to the health officer at the time of fîling of application 
for permit the annual inspection fées established by the board of supervisors. Permits shall not be transfeiable. 

(e) The health officer shall issue a public pool pennit to the applicant for each location, enterprise or establishment 
which is in compliance with the standards established in state laws and in rules and regulations of the State Depanment 
of Health Services. The health officer shall not issue a public pool pennit to the applicant for any pool not in compliance 
with such standards, but shall give the applicant wriiten notice of deficiencies which preclude issuance of the permit 

(f) Any pennit which has not been reissucd by the anniversary date, due lo failure to submit application and permit 
fées, shall be deemed deiinquent. Any pool permit which has remained deiinquent for thirty days past the anniversary 
date shall be subject to a hte fee. Additional bie fées shall be assessed at sixty (60) days. The amount assessed shall 
be included in the fee scheduie approved by résolution of the board of supervisors with the annual budget. 

(g) A public pool permit shall expire on the bst day of the month of effective date of the pennit in Ihe next succeeding 
year. 

(h) The heallh officer shall investigaie and issue or deny a renewal in like manner as upon an original application. 
The payment of ihe established inspection fee prier to the expiraiion date of ihe carrent permit shall auiomatically extend 
the term of ihe current pennit until ihe renewal is issued or denied. 
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(i) Inspection fées applicable to this article shall be estabiished by resolution of the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 
4704 § 2, 1993; OrA No. 4441 § 3. 1991: OrcL No. 2613 § 1.) 

Sec. 14-5. Administration and enforcement. 

The health offîcer shall administer and enforce the provisions of this article in addition to the provisions of state law 
herein concemed and the mies and régulations promulgated by the State Department of Public Health theieunder. (Ord. 
No. 4441 § 3. 1991: Ord. No. 1195 § 1.) 

Sec. 14-5.1. Revocation of pemiits. 

(a) Any permit issued pursuant to this chapter may be suspended or revolced for good cause by the public health 
offîcer. **Good causée for the puipose of this section, means a violation of any of the provisions of the Califomia Bakery 
Sanitation Law (Health and Safety Code Section 28190 et seq.), the Califomia Uniform Food Facilities Law (Health 
and Safety Code Section 275(X), et seq.). or Laws Relating to Swimming Pools (Health and Safety Code Section 24100 
et seq.), the administrative ruies or regubtions adopted thereunder, or any condidon of such permit. 

(b) The health offîcer shall issue and serve upon the permittee a notice setting forth in clear and ccmcise ianguage 
the acts or omissions with which the permittee is charged and informing him of his rights to a hearing. 

(c) At any dme within fîfteen (15) day period after service of such notice, the permittee may request a hearing before 
the health offîcer to show cause why his or her permit should not be suspended or revoked. 

(d) A failure to request a hearing within fîfteen (15) days shall be deemed a waiver of a right to such hearing. The 
health offîcer may call a hearing for the purpose of investigating any violauons of this section. (Ord. No. 4441 § 1, 1991: 
Ord. No. 1960.) 

Sec. 14-6. Penaities. 

Any violation of this anicle or of an ordcr of the health offtcer issued hereunder is a misdemeanor punishable by fine 
of not less than twenty-five dollars (S25.00) nor more than fivc hundred dollars (S500.00) or by imprisonment in the 
county jail for a term not to exceed six (6) months or by both such fine and imprisonment (Ord. No. 4441 § 3, 1991: 
Ord. No. 1195 §3.) 

Sec. 14-7. Repealed by Ordinance No. 1195. 

Article III. Item Price Marking. 

Sec. 14-15. Définitions. 

For the purpose of this article, the foiiowing définitions shall apply: 

(a) Automatic checkout System. An electronic System employing a scanning device combined with a computer and 
register to read universal product code or similar code to detemiine the costs of items being purchased. 

(b) Consumer commodity, includes: 

(1) Food, including ail material wheihcr solid, liquid or mixed. and whcther simple or compound, which is used 
or intended for consumption by human beings or domestic animais normaliy kept as household pets, and aU substances 
or ingrédients added to any such material for any purpose. This defïniiion shall not apply to individual packages of 
cigarettes or individual cigars. 

(2) Paper products such as napkins. facial lissues. toilet tissues. foil wrapping. paper toweling, and disposable 
plates and cups. 

(3) Détergents, soaps, and oiher cleaning agents. 

(4) Pharmaceulicals. including nonprescription dnigs, bandages, hygiène products, and toiletries. 

(c) Grocery department. An area within a gênerai retaii merchandise store which is engaged primarily in the retail 
sale of packaged food, rather than food prepared for immédiate consumption on or off the premises. 
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(d) Grocery store. A store engaged prirîiariiy in ihe reiail sale of packaged food, rather than food prepared for 
consumption on the premises. 

(e) Sale item. Any consumer commodity offered in good faith for a period of seven days or less on sale, at a price 
below the nonnal price thaï item is usually sold for in the store. (Ord. No. 2621 § 1.) 

Sec. 14-51. Item priées. 

Every retail agency store or grocery departmenu within a gênerai letail meichandise store, which uses an automatic 
checkout System shall cause to hâve a cleariy readable price indicated on each packaged consumer commodity offered 
for sale on or after Febniary 1, 1980, provided, however, that said requirement shall not apply to: 

(a) Any unpackaged fresh food or product: 

(b) Any consumer commodity which is under thiee cubic inches in size, weighs less than three ounces, and is [viced 
for less than thirty cents ($030); 

(c) Any grocery business which has as its only regular employées the owner thereof, or the parent, spouse. or child 
of such owner, or in addition thereto, not more than two other persons employed on a regular schedule for a continuing 
period of time. 

(d) Identical items within a multi-item package: 

(e) Items sold through a vending machine: 
(0 Sale items. (Ord. No. 2621 § 1.) 

Sec. 14-52. Presumption. 

(a) Failure to hâve a ciearly readable price indicated on twelve (12) units of the same item of the same commodity 
shall constitute a presumption of intent to vioiate seaion 14-51. 

(b) Every additional twelve (12) units of the same item that fail to hâve a price indicated on them shall constitute 
a presumption of intent to vioiate section 14-51. (Ord. No. 2621 § 1.) 

Sec. 14-53. Separate violations. 

Each day that a violation continues after notification thereof by any person to the manager or assistant manager of 
the grocery store, or the grocery department of the gênerai merchandise store, shall constitute a separate violation. (Ord. 
No. 2621 § 1.) 

Sec. 14-54. Injunctive relief. 

Any person may bring an action in any court of compétent jurisdiction to enjoin a violation of section 14-51. (Ord. 
No. 2621 § I.) 

Article IV. Nondiagnostic General Heatth Assessment Program Permits. 

Sec. 14-100. Health assessment program pennit required. 

No person, firm. corporation or oiher eniity shall operate a program of nondiagnostic gênerai health assessment ûi 
the unincoiporated areas of Sonoma County. or in the unincorporaied areas iherein where the cities hâve conferred 
enforcemeni auihority upon ihe Sonoma County public health officer, wiihout holding a valid nondiagnostic gênerai health 
assessment program permit 

For the purpose of impiemeniation and enforcemeni of this ordinance. the public health offïcer delegates authority 
to the director of ihe public health bboiaiory. (Ord. No. 4703 § 2, 1993.) 
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Sec 14-101. Documentation required. 

The openitor of the nondiagnostic gênerai heaith assessment prognun shall submit the foUowing documentation to the 
public heaith officer no later than thirty (30) days prior to commencing opération of its program: 

(a) Documentation that the purpose of the prognmi is to refer individuals to licensed sources of care as indicated; 

(b) Documentation that the pemiittee's program utilizes only those devices which comply with ail of the foUowing: 

(1) Meet ail :q}plicable state and fedenU performance standards pursuant to Section 26605 of the Health and Safety 
Code, 

(2) Are not adulterated as specified in Article 2 (commencing with Section 26610) of Chapter 6 of Division 21 
of the Health and Safety Code, 

(3) Are not misbranded as specified in Article 3 (commencing with Section 26630) of Ch:^>ter 6 of Division 21 
of the Health and Safety Code, 

(4) Are not new devices unless they meet the requirements of Section 26670 of the Health and Safety Code; 

(c) The permittee's program maintains a supervisory committee consisting of, at a minimum, licensed physidan and 
surgeon and a bboratory licensed microbiologist pursuant to this chapter: 

(d) The supervisory committee for the permittee's adopts written protocols which shall be foUowed in the p iogi am 
and which shall contain ail of the foUowing: '' 

(1) Provision of written information to individuals to be assessed which shall indude but not be limited to, the 
foUowing: 

(i) The potential risk and benefïts of assessment procédures to be perfonned in the program, 

(ii) The limitations, inciuding the nondiagnostic nature of assessment examinations of biological ^)ecimens 

perfonned in the program, 

(iii) Information regarding the risk factors or markers targeted by the program, 

(iv) The need for follow-up with licensed sources of care for confirmation, diagnosis and treatment as 

appropriate, 

(2) Proper use of each device utilized in the program inciuding the opération of anaiyzexs, maintenance of 
equipment and supplies and performance of quality control procédures inciuding the détermination of both accuracy 
reproducibility of measurements in accordance with instructions provided by the manufacturer of the assessment device 
used, 

(3) Proper procédures to be empioyed in when drawing blood, if blood spécimen are not obtained, 

(4) Proper procédures to be empioyed in iiandling and disposing of ail biological spécimens to be obtained and 
materïal contaminated by those biological spécimens. 

(5) Proper procédures to be empioyed in response to £ainting, excessive bieeding or other médical emergencies, 

(6) Reporting of assessment resuits to the individual being assessed, 

(7) Refenal and foIIow-up to licensed sources of care as indicated, 

(8) The written protocols adopted by the permittee's supervisory committee siiall be maintained for at ieast one 
year foUowing compietion of the assessment program during wiûch period they shall l>e subject to review by the directcH* 
of the public heaith laboratory, as weil as by State Department of Health Services representatives. (Ord. No. 4703 § 
2, 1993.) 

Sec. 14-102. Sl(in puncture requirements. 

(a) If sldn puncture to obtain a blood spécimen is to be performed in a program of nondiagnostic gênerai heaith 
assessment. the individual performing the skin puncture shall l^e either 

(1) Authorized to perform skin puncture under state bw; 

(2) Any person who possesses a staiement signed by a licensed physician and surgeon which anests that the named 
peison iias received adéquate tiaining in the proper procédure to be empioyed in skin puncture. 

(b) Disposai of médical wastes. 

(1) Sharps containers must t>e disposed of, once filled. within seven (7) days by a licensed médical waste hauler 
or by using a mail-back System. In addition to the above Systems, a médical waste generating faciiity may use an Isoiyzer 
System in which the container is disposed of into the trash once the proper activating catalyst is used on the sharps 
container contents. AU materials are supplied with the Isoiyzer System. 
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(2) No permit for médical waste is réquired from this office as long as the shaips containers are not autoclaved. 
(Ord. No. 4703 § 2, 1993.) 

Sec. 14-103. Continuing éducation réquired. 

In évaluation the renewai of licenses issued pursuant to this article, the director of the public health laboratoiy shall 
satisfy himself that the mandatory continuing éducation requirements which were set forth in régulations adopted by 
the State Department of Health Services on January 1, 1992, hâve been met (Ord. No. 4703 § 2, 1993.) 

Sec. 14-103.1. Permit issuance, révocation and appeal. 

Upon compliance with the requirements set forth above, successful completion of the requirements for continuing 
éducation for relicensure, if any, and payment of the requisite permit fee, the county pubhc health offîcer will issue a 
program permit In the event any of the requirements set forth above hâve not been complied with, the public heaith 
officer or his désignée may revoke the program's permit immediately. A heaiing before the public health officer may 
be requested within three (3) days after notification of permit déniai or revocation. A hearing shall be conducted within 
five days after a request for hearing has been made. The heaiing may be held by the pubhc heaith officer or his désignée. 
The détermination by the public health officer or his désignée regarding the program's entitlement to a permit shall be 
final. Appeals from such a décision may be sought pursuant to the provisions of Section 1094 et seq. of the Code of 
Civil Procédure. (Ord. No. 4703 § 2, 1993.) 

Sec. 14-104. Criminal penalties for failure to compiy. 

Failure to possess a program permit whUe operating a nondiagnostic gênerai health assessment program shall be a 
continuing misdemeanor. Failure to immediately terminale activities of such a program upon notice by the public health 
officer or his désignée shall be a separate misdemeanor. (Ord. No. 4703 § 2, 1993.) 

Article V. Food Handier Certification. 

Sec. 14-200. Purpose. 

This article is enacted to aid in providing safe and whoiesome food, by establishing minimum standards of éducation 
for food handlers as a condition of certification. (Ord. No. 5047 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 14-201. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this article, the foUowing words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them 
by this section: 

(a) "Certified food handier" means a person holding a valid food handier certificate. 

(b) "County" means the county of Sonoma, state of Califomia. 

(c) "Course of study" means a food sanitation éducation program provided by the départaient, or another public or 
private provider as may be approved by the director. 

(d) "Critical violation" means violations of the Califomia Uniform Retail Food Facilities Law, Health and Safety Code 
Section 113700 et seq., directiy related to the potential for food-bome illness. A list of such violations is periodically 
published by the department. 

(e) "Department" means the environmental health division of the department of health services for the county of 
Sonoma. 

(f) "Direaor" means the director of environmental health division of the department of health services for the county 
of Sonoma or his/her authorized représentative. 

(g) "Food" means any raw or processed substance, ice, beverage, including water, or ingrédients intended to be used 
as food or drink, confection or condiment for human consumption. 
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(h) Food Facility. 

(1) ^Tood facility" means ail of the following: 

(i) Any food establishment, mobile food facility, vending machine, produce stand, swap meet, prepackaged 
food stand, temporary food facility, satellite food distribution facility, stationaiy mobile food préparation unit and mobile 
food préparation unit; 

(ii) Any place used in conjunction with the opération described in subsection (i) of this section, including, 
but not limited to, storage facilities for food-reiated utensils, equipment and maierials; 

(iii) A certifïed fanners' market, for purposes of permitting and enforcement 

(2) *Tood facility" does not include any of the following: 

A coopérative arrangement where no pennanent facilities are used for storing or handling food, or a private 
home, chuTch, private club or other nonprofit association that gives or sells food to its members and guests at occasional 
events, as defined in Section 113825 of thé Califomia Unifonn Retail Food Facilities Law, or a for-profit entity that 
gives or sells food at occasional events, as defined in Section 1 13825, for the benefit of a nonprofit association, if the 
for-profit entity receives no monetary benefit, other than that resulting fiom récognition for participating in the event. 

(i) "Food handler" means any person working in a food facility who engages in food préparation or who cornes in 
contact with any food, utensil or equipment 

0) ^Tood handler certificate" means a document issued by the direaor attesting that the food handler bas met the 
requirements. 

(k) *Tood preparafion" means the packaging, processing, assembling, portioning or opération wfaich changes the form, 
flavor or consistency of food, but does not include produce trimming. 

(1) *'Permit holder" means a person holding a local health permit issued pursuant to Section 14-4 of this code. 

(m) 'Terson" means any person, firm, organization, joint venture, business, trust, corporation or company. (Ord. No. 
5047 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 14-202. Operative date. 

(a) Effective July 1, 1999, no person shall operate a food facility without having at least one certified food handler 
présent during food preparafion. 

(b) Effective upon adoption of the ordinance codified in this article, ail new food facility pennittees shall, within sixty 
(60) days of permit issuance for a food facility, hâve at least one certified food handler présent during food préparation. 
(Ord. No. 5047 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 14-203. Scope. 

(a) This article shall sçply to ail food facilities required to operate under permit by Califomia Health and Saf ety Code 
Section 1 13920, with the exception of: 

(1) Food facilities that offer for sale only prepackaged foods; 

(2) Premises set aside for wine tasting, as that tenn is used in Section 23356.1 of the Business and Professions 
Code and in the régulations adopted pursuant to that section, if no food or beverage is offered for sale for on-site 
consumption. 

(b) If a food facility has no more than three food handlers working at any given time, the certified food handler(s) 
for the facility need not be présent during food préparation. 

The requirements of this section are in addition to local health permit requirements established by Section 14-4 of 
tiiis chapter. (Ord. No. 5047 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 14-204. Establishment of course of study. 

(a) The director shall approve a course of smdy to ensure that food handlers meet certain minimum standards. 

(b) The director may approve a person to instruct food handlers in a course of smdy, upon a satisfactory showing 
of compétence to do so. Applications for teaching the course will, be provided by the director. Application fées will 
be established by resolution of the board of supervisors. The director' s approval of a person to teach the course will 
remain valid for three (3) years or until revoked for cause by the direaor. (Ord. No. 5047 § 1, 1997.) 
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§ 14-205 LOCAL HEALTH PERIvUTS AND ENFORCEMENT REGULATIONS § 14-209 



Sec. 14-205. Food handier certification. 

Applications for the food handier certificate will be provided by the director. Application fées will be estabiished by 
resolution of the board of supervisors. After compietion of an approved course of study, the applicant shall be examined 
by the director. A score of at least seventy-five percent (75%) is required for certification. A multilingual test may be 
offered when appropriate. A certificate shall be valid for three (3) years fi-om the date of issuance. Renewal of certificate 
will be issued for a period of three (3) years upon pajoneni of a renewal fee and successful examination. (Ord. No. 5047 
§ 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 14-206. Exemption from examination. 

A food handier may be exempt from examination upon showing of similar certification from another organization that 
is recognized by the food industiy. Provisions of Section 14-205 otherwise appîy, (Ord. No. 5047 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 14-207. Record. 

A record of food handier certificates shall be maintained at each food faciîity and shall be availabie to the director 
upon request. (Ord. No. 5047 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 14-208. inspections. 

If the director's inspection of a food faciîity reveals five (5) or more critical violations, the permit holder may be 
required to make any or ail food handlers in the faciîity attend a spécial course of smdy as estabiished by the director. 
The cost of such a spécial course of study shall be borne by the permit holder. This sanction shall be sepaiate and apart 
from other action that may be deemed appropriate by the director. (Ord. No. 5047 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 14-209. Penalty clause. 

In addition to penalties provided by Califomia Health and Safety Code Section 1 13700, et seq., violation of this chapter 
shall be considered a separate violation and may be considered just cause for the revocation of any local health permit 
issued under this chapter. (Ord. No. 5047 § 1, 1997.) 
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CHAPTER 15 
HIGHWAYS, ROADS AND BRIDGES' 



Article l In General. 

Article II. Opération of Oversized, etc., Vehicies. 

§ 15-1 Permit — When authorized. 

§ 15-2 Same — Application. 

§ 15-2.5. Fées for issuance of overload, overheight and ovenvidth permits. 

§ 1 5-3 Same — Terms and conditions for issuance; security against injury lo roads, etc.; indemnification for damages. 

§ 15-4 Same — Revocation. 

§ 1 5-5 Appeais from actions of road commissioner. 

§ 15-6 Repealed. 

§ 15-7 Appiicability of article. 

Article lli. Encroachments. 

§ 1 5-8 Permits — Authorized for cenain encroachments. 

§ 15-8.5. Fées for the issuance of encroachment permits. 

§ 1 5-9 Same — Conditions . 

§15-10 Compliance with anicie and terms of permit. 

§ 15-1 1 Removal or reiocation; revocation of permit. 

§ 15-12 Supervision of work by county road commissioner. 

§15-13 Emergency repairs. 

§ 15-14 Bond generally. 

§15-15 Annual bond of public utilities. 

§ 15-16 Insurance. 

§15-17 Bonding of politicai subdivisions, etc. ; issuance of permit lo poIiiicaJ subdivisions, etc. 

§15-18 Waier or uiiiity disiria blanket permits. 

Article IV. Bridges, Dams and Other Faciiities. 

§ 15-19 "Bridge" and "dam" defmed. 

§ 15-20 Dangerous aaivity prohibited; exception. 

§ 1 5-2 1 Violation of posted ruies and régulations . 

Article V. Waming Devices for Closure or Restrictive Use of County Highways. 

§ 15-22 Generally. 

§ 15-23 Penalties. 

Article VI. Procédure for the Permitting of Spécial Events. 

§ 15-24 Définitions. 

§ 15-25 Permit Requiremems. 

§ 15-26 Permit Issuance. 

§15-27 Revocation of Permit. 

§15-28 Violation of Permit Ordinance. 

§ 15-29 Fçes for the Issuance of Spécial Event Permits. 

§ 15-30 Supervision of Spécial Evem Acii vities. 

§ 1 5-3 1 Indemnification of County of Sonoma. 

§ 15-32 Insurance to be provided by Permiitee. 

§ 15-33 Condidons of Permits. 

§ 15-34 Appeais. 



As io design standards of streei and highways of subdivision, see §25-40 et sec. 
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§ 15-1 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 15-7 

Article i. in Generai.- 

Artîcle II. Opération of Oversized, etc^ Vehicles.- 

Sec.15-1. Permit — When authorized. 

The road commissioner of the county may, if good cause appears, issue written permits authorizing the permittee to do any of 
the following acts: 

(a) Operate or move a vehicie or combination of vehicles of spécial mobile equipment of a size or weight of vehicle or load 
exceeding the maximum specified in the "Vehicie Code of the state on or across any county highway or road. 

(b) Under emergency conditions, to operate or move a type of vehicie otherwise proiiibited by the Vehicie Code of the state on 
or across any county highway or road. (Ord. No. 594 § 1 .) 

Sec 15-2. Same — Application. 

The application for any permit under this anicle shall be in writing and shail: 

(a) Specifically describe the vehicie and load to be operated or moved. 

(b) Set forth the panicular highways and roads over which the permit to operate is required. 

(c) Specify whether such permit is requested for a single trip or for continuous opération. (Ord. No. 594 §4.) 

Sec. 15-2.5. Fées for issuance of oveiioad, overheight and overwidth permits. 

(a) The Board reserves the authority and right to estabiish, by resolution, a schedule of fées for the engineering review of 
overload, overheight and overwidth permits issued by the Sonoma County road commissioner. (Ord. No. 2386 §1.) 

Sec. 15-2. Same — Terms and conditions for issuance; security against injury to roads, etc.; indemnification ^o|^^ 
damages. ^^ 

Permits shail be issued under this article in accordance with such terms and conditions as the road commissioner may deem 
necessary to prevent interférence with the orderly flow of traffic and to assure against undue damage to road foundations, 
surfaces or structures. The road commissioner may require such undertaking or other security as may be deemed necessary to 
protect highways, roads and bridges from injury or to provide indemnity for any injury or loss resulting from such opération. 
(Ord. No. 594 §3.) 

Sec. 15-4. Same — Revocation. 

Any permit issued pursuant to this article may be revoked by the road commissioner by giving five days notice to the permittee. 
Notice by mail shail be deemed adéquate notice under this section. (Ord. No. 594 §5.) 

Sec. 15-5. Appeals from actions of road commissioner.' 

In the event that an applicant is not satisfied with the action of the road commissioner under this article, he may, within fifteen 
days, appeal in writing to the Board of Supervisors and the Board shall set a date for a hearing. The Board shall render ils 
décision within thirty days after the fîling of appeal. (Ord. No. 594 §6.) 

Sec 15-6. Repeaied by Ordinance No. 165Z 

Sec. 15-7. Applicability of article. 

This article shall hâve no application to highways, road or streets other than those highways, roads and streets maimained by 
the county road department. (Ord. No. 594 §7.) 



'Editor's Note. — This article reserved for future Jegislation. For state law as to county highways generaily. see Sts. & H.C. §900 et seq. 

■' For state iaw as to wéght and size limitation relative to state highways, see Veh. C. §35000 et seq. As to permits for vaxiances. see Veh. C. §357S0 et seq. .A.S ro 
motor vehicles and traffic generally, see ch. 18 of this code. 

■■.A.S lo road commissioner generally, see §§2-26 to 2-33 of this code. 
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§ 15-8 HIGHWAÏS, ROADS AND BRIDGES § 15-12 

Article III. Encroachments. 
Sec. 15-8. Permits — Authorized for certain encroachments. 

The road commissioner of ihe county may issue written permits auihorizing the permittee to do any of ihe foilowing acts: 

(a) Make an opening or excavation for any purpose in any county highway. 

(b) Place, change or renew an encroachment. 

(c) Place or display in, under or over any county highway any kind of advertising sign or device. Any such sign or device 
piaced or displayed contrary to the provisions of this section is a public nuisance and the county road commissioner may 
immediately remove it. The provisions of this section shall not prohibit the posting of any notice in the manner required by law or 
by the order of any court of this state. 

(d) Plant, remove, eut, eut down, injure or destroy any tree, shrub, plant or flower growing within any county highway. Any 
person violating this section or who does any of the acts specified in this section without the authority of such a permit is guilty of 
a misdemeanor. (Ord. No. 231 §a.) 

Sec. 15-8.5. Fées for the issuance of encroachment permits. 

(a) The Board reserves the authority and right to establish, by résolution, a schedule of fées for the engineering review and 
inspection of work performed under the authority of a written permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this articie. (Ord. No. 
2386 §2.) 

Sec. 15-9. Same — Conditions. 

Any permit issued under the provisions of this articie may provide that the permittee will pay the entire expense of replacing the 
^highway in as good condition as before, and may provide such other conditions as to the location and the manner in which the 
?rk is to be done as the county road commissioner finds necessary for the proteaion of the highway. (Ord. No. 231 §3.) 

Sec. 15-10. Compiiance with article and term of permit. 

Any act done under the authority of a written permit issued pursuant to the provisions for this article shall be done in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of this article andthe terms and conditions of such permit. (Ord. No. 231 §2.) 

Sec. 1 5-1 1 . Removal or reiocation; revocation of permit 

Any permit issued to a perihittee of the ciass specified in section 15-18 shall contain a provision that in the event of the future 
improvement of the highway, necessitating the reiocation or removal of such encroachment, the permittee will reiocate or remove 
the same at his sole expense. In such event, the county road conmiissioner shall serve on the permittee his written demand 
specifying the place of location or that the encroachment must be removed from the highway and specifying a reasonable time 
within which the work of relocation shall be commenced. The permittee shall commence such relocation or removal within the 
time specified in the demand and thereafter diligently prosecute the same to completion. Ail permits other than those issued to 
permittees of the class specified in section 15-18 are revocable on five days' notice and the encroachment shall be removed or 
relocated as may be specified by the county road commissioner in the notice revoking the permit and within the time specified by 
the county road commissioner, which time shall not be less than such five days unless the permit so provides. (Ord. No. 231 §4.) 

Sec. 15-12. Supervision of work by county road commissioner.- 

The county road commissioner shall not directiy supervise any work done under permit issued under the provisions of this 
article. Control of work done under this articie shall be limited to engineering review of plans required for issuance of the permit 
and inspection of work to insure compiiance with permit requirements. (Ord. No. 2386 §2.) 



' As to road commissioner generally, see §§2-26 to 2-33 of this code. 
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§ 15-13 



SONOMA COUNTY CODE 



§ 15-18 



Sec 15-13. Emergency repairs. 

Permittees may excavaie openings in county highways to make repairs in cases of emergency requiring immédiate aaion. In 
such cases the appropriate représentative of the county road commissioner's office shall be promptiy notified of any such action 
and such permittee, at his own expense, shall immediately replace such county highway in as good condition as before such 
excavation. A city or public corporation suppiying water service to its inhabitants may, within its corporate limits, excavate a 
county highway without a permit in cases of emergency requiring immédiate action; but in such cases the county highway shall at 
the expense of the city or public corporation be repiaced in as good condition as before such excavation. (Ord. No. 231 §6.) 

Sec. 15-14. Bond generaiiy. 

Before granting a permit under the provisions of this anicie, the county road commissioner may require the applicant to file 
uith him a satisfactory bond, or a cash deposit equal to the amount of the bond, payable to the county in such an amount as he 
deems sufficient to insure proper compiiance by the permittee with the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 2386 §4.) 

Sec. 15-15. Annuel bond of public utilities. 

Public utilities corporations shall annuaily file with the county road commissioner of the county a faithful performance bond 
covering ail permits required under this article by the public utilities corporations for each year in such amounts as the count\' 
road commissioner deems sufficient, conditioned upon the proper compiiance by the corporations with the provisions of this 
article. (Ord. Nos. 244 §1, 251 §3.) 



Sec 15-16. Insurance. 

In addition to the bonding requirements of this article, and before granting a permit under the provisions of this articie,vi]^fc 
county road commissioner shall require each applicant to file with the county road commissioner a certificate showing Si^ 
maintenance of insurance to cover the liability of the permittee for property damage and injuries to persons in connection wiin 
the work sought to be done under the permit. 

The minimum limits of such insurance shall be fixed by the road commissioner in such amounts as he deems sufficient, and in 
fixing the limits the road commissioner shall use as his basis, the costs and hazards invoived in the work sought to be performed 
under the permit. (Ord. Nos. 244 §2, 251 §3.) 

Sec 15-17. Bonding of poiitical subdivisions, etc.; issuance of permit to polîtical subdivisions, etc. 

Except as othervvise provided in this section, a bond shall not be required of any city, public corporation or poiitical subdivision 
which is authorized by law to establish or maintain any works or faciiities, in, under or over any public highway, nor shall the 
application of any such governmental unit for a permit be denied. Every such applicant is entitled as a matter of right to a permit, 
but is otherwise subject to the provisions of this article and to ail reasonable conditions and provisions made by the counry road 
commissioner in any such permit. 

The county road commissioner may require of any such applicant a bond in a sum not to exceed twenty thousand dollars if 
such applicant has in fact prior to such application failed to compiy with the provisions of this article or with the provisions of a 
previous permit. (Ord. No. 231 §8.) 

Sec 15-18. Water or utility district blanket permits. 

Any city, municipal utility district, municipal water district or metropolitan water district is entitled to a blanket permit 
renewable annuaily for the installation of its service connection and for ordinary maintenance of its faciiities located or instailed 
in county highways; but the county road commissioner may revoke any such blanket permit if the permittee fails to compiy with 
the provisions of this article. When any such permit is revoked in a proper case such municipal utility district, municipal water 
distria or metropolitan water district is entitled to a permit oniy on furnishing a bond as provided in section 15-14. (Ord. No 
§9.) 
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§ 15-19 HIGHWAYS, ROADS AND BRIDGES § 15-22 

Article IV. Bridges, Dams and Other Facilities.^ 

Sec. 15-19. "Bridge" and "dam" defined. 

(a) The term "bridge'' as used herein is defined as any structure erecied over a river or wateicourse and shall include, 
but is not limited to, foot bridges, vehicular crossings, tresties, viaducts, overhead pipelines, higliways and approaches 
to any of the above. 

(b) The tenu "dam" as used herein is defined as any temporary or permanent structure and the abutments thereto 
erected within a river or watercourse for the puipose of restraining the flow of such river or watercourse. (Qrd. No. 1269 
§ 1; OnL No. 587.) 

Sec. 15-20. Dangerous activity prohibited--Exception. 

(a) It shall be unlawfùl for any person to jump or dive into the water from a bridge which is in excess of ten feet 
(100 froïïi *© water level or within one hundied (100) yards of a public recreational facility. 

(b) Except as provided herein, it shall be unlawfùl for any person to jump, dive or glide from a bridge or other 
manmade structure, including jumping, diving, and gliding using parachutes, parafoils, hang gliders or elasiic cords of 
any type. 

(c) It diaU be unlawfùl for any perscHi to swim, float or be in the water within twenty feet (200 of any dam, and it 
shall be unlawfùl for any person to jump or dive off, or to sit, climb, walk upon or be upon any dam which is within 
one hundred (1(X)) yards of any public recieational facility, except in areas and locations expiessly approved by resolution 
of the board of supervisors of the county , or by the order or directive of any other govCTnmental authority having control 
of such dam or other public recreational facility, and which aiea has been posted as a public aiea exempt from the 
provisions of this article. 

(d) It is not the intent of this article to regulate or prohibit fishing in any area the subject hereof. 

(e) It is not the intent of this article to supersede or conflict with any lawfiil rule or régulation heretofore or hereafler 
adopted by any govemmental authority owning or controlling any dam or other public recreational area and adopted 
and enforceable pursuant to Public Resources Code Sections 578221 and 5782.24. (Ord. No. 4320 § 1, 1991: Oïd. No. 
1269 § 2; Ord. No. 587 § 2.) 

Sec. 15-21. Violation of posted rules and régulations.^ 

It shall be unlawfùl to violate any rule or régulation established for the safety of persons using public beach, swimming 
and boating facilities established by the board of supervisors of the county or by any duly constituted public agency 
or by any duly authorized officer or agent thereof in charge of such facility when such rules and régulations hâve been 
conspicuously posted on the public property. (Ord. No. 1269 § 3.) 

Article V. Waming Devices for Closure or Restrict'n^e Use of County Highways. 

Sec. 15-22. Generally. 

The director of transportarion and public works may notify the public that a county highway has been closed or its 
use restricted by: 

(a) Erecting suitable bairiers or obstructions upon such highways; 

(b) Posting wamings and notices of the condition of any such highway; 

(c) Posting signs for the direction of traffic upon it, or to or upon any other highway or détour open to public travel; 



*For State law as to biidges and other strucmies generally. see Veh. C. § 35750 et seq. As to county bridges, see Sts.&H.C. § 1300 et 
seq. 

~As to violaliDg posted iules and régulations for beach, swùnnmig or boating faàliûes, see § 20-1 of this code. 
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§ 15-22 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 15-27 

(d) Pladng waming devices upon sucfa highway; 

(e) Assigning a flagman to wam, détour or direct traffic on such highway. (Ord. No. 4833, 1994: Ord. No. 1 182 § 1.) 

Sec. 15-23. Penalties. 

Any person who wilifidly fails to observe any sign, marker, waming, notice or direction placed or given under Section 
15-22 is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punishable by a fine of not more than six hundred dollars 
($600-00) or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not exceeding six (6) months or by both such fine and 
impiisonment 

Spécial event monitor is a person who has completed a traffic control program approved by the Califomia Highway 
Patrol in accordance witfa the provisions of Section 21 100 of the Califomia Vehicle Code. 

Director is Sonoma County director of tiarisportation and public woiks. (Ord. No. 4833, 1994: Ord. No. 1182 § 2.) 

Article VI. Procédure for the Permitting of Spécial Events. 

Sec. 15-24. Définitions. 

Spécial event is an organized procession or assemblage of people on a county highway which would significantly 
impact véhiculai traffîc or create a safety problem. Bxamples of spécial events include but are not limited to walkathons, 
runs, marathons, trail lides, bicycle races, fairs, célébrations, parades and other similar activities. Bicycle events for which 
participants are required to con^îly with the provisions of tiae Califomia Vehicle Code applicable to persons riding a 
bicycle upon a highway aie not spécial events for the pmposes of the ordinance codifîed in this article. 

Sec. 15-25. Permit requirements. 

No spécial event shall take place on Sonoma County highways which involves more than fifty (50) participants, unless 
the sponsoring persons, corporations, city, club, organization, association, etc. has applied for and been issued a spécial 
event permit pursuant to this article. 

The county ' s purpose for requiring permits to be obtained is to ensure the safety of both the spécial event' s participants 
and véhiculai traffîc. 

Sec. 15-26. Permit issuance. 

The director may issue a written permit for an ^phcant to hold a spécial evenL Once ihe application has been filed, 
the permit will be either approved, conditionally approved or denied within ten (10) woridng days. A permit which is 
not acted upon wiâiin ten (10) working days shall be considered approved. 

Any person desiiing to conduct a spécial event shall file an application for a permit not less than thirty (30) days nor 
more tiian one (1) year before the date on which such spécial event is proposed to be conducted. 

Upon a showing by applicant of good cause, the director may consider an application which is fïled less than thii^ 
(30) days before the date such event is proposed to be conducted, provided that there sbaîl be no ^peal from the 
director' s détermination. 

Compliance with article and tenns of permit Any spécial event allowed under the autfaority of a permit issued pursuant 
to tfais ordinance shall be conducted in accordance with the teims and conditions shown on the permit 

Sec. 15-27. Revocation of permit 

The director reserves the right to cancel, pos^ne or tenninate a spécial event at any time if, in die opinion of the 
director, weather or any other conditions are présent which may significantly affect the safety of event participants and/or 
vehicular traffic, or if the applicant violâtes any condition of the permit 
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Sec. 15-28. Violation of permit ordinance. 

Except as otherwise provided in Division 17, Offenses and Prosecution, Paragraph 40000.1 of the Califomia Vehicle 
Code, it is imlawfùl and constitutes an infraction for any person to violate or fail to comply wîth the provisions of this 
article. 

Sec. 15-29. Fées for the issuance of spécial event permits. 

The board of supervisors reserves the right to establish fées to recover costs. 
Sec. 15-30. Supervision of spécial event actîvities. 

The director shall not supervise any of the activities conducted under the authoiity of a penniL Supervision of the 
activities which resuit from the permit having been issued is entiiely the responsibility of the permittee. 

The pennittee, sponsoring organization, or its représentatives will be required to provide the name of at least one person 
from the organization who is responsible for spécial event monitors whenever spedal event monitors are required as 
a condition of the spécial event permit 

Sec. 15-31. Indemnification of county of Sonoma 

Before issuing a pennit pursuant to the ordinance codified in this article, the director shall require each applicant to 
file with the director a statement in which pennittee agrées to indenmify, hold haimless, and défend aie county of 
Sonoma, the board of supervisors of the county of Sonoma, its agents, and employées from any and ail liability^ actions, 
claims, damages, costs or expenses including attomey 's fées, costs and expenses of légal actions which may be asseited 
by any person or entity, including pennittee, ansing out of or in connection with the willfiil act or négligence of 
pennittee. 

Sec. 15-32. Insurance to be provided by permîttee. 

Before issuing a permit pursuant to the ordinance codified in this article, the director shall require each applicant to 
file with the direaor a certificate of insurance showing the maintenance of insurance in an amount appropriate to cover 
the liability^ of the pennittee for property damage and injuries to peisons in connection with the activities done in 
accordance with the pennit 

Sec. 15-33. Conditions of permits. 

Before issuing the pennit, the director may confer wiâi the county environmental health department, pennit and 
resource managonent department, the Califomia Higfaway Patrol, and oûter go venmiental agendes or county departments 
which he deems necessaiy in order to adequately condition the permit being requested. Permit tenns and conditions shall, 
where applicable, regulate the following maiters: 

(a) Events starting and ending times; 

(b) County roads which will be travelled or closed; 

(c) The number of event participants expected; 

(d) The Tpa^îminn number of event participants allowed; 

(e) Advanced posting of the event location or route; 

(f) TrafËc control signing and barricades; 

(g) Traf&c and event participant monitors; 

(h) Trained spécial event traffic monitors: Such monitors will only be required if a training program is available and 
where, in die opinion of the director, such specialized training is required for the safety of the public; 
(i) Adéquate, safe parking for event participants; 
(j) Adéquate off road staging area for event participants; 
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(k) Arrangements for emergency services for participants; 

(1) Sanitation fadlities for event participants; 

(m) Event route signs for directing participants; 

(n) Sweep veliicles to pick up stragglers or injured participants, route signs, litter, barricades, cônes or other traffic 
control devices; 

(o) Connnunication of pedestrian/bicycle/equestrian road use responsibilities described in Califomia Vehicle Code 
to trail ride, walkathon, run, marathon or bicycle race participants; 

(p) Retum, replacement or repair of trafSc control devices or other equipment provided by the department of 
transportation and public woiks; 

(q) Other matters which the diiector detennines may significantly afîect the safety or welfare of event participants 
or vehicular trafiBc. (Qrd. No. 4833, 1994.) 

Sec. 15-34. Appeals. 

The applicant has the right to appeal to the board of supervisors any condition, or conditions, of the permit or the 
nonissuance of a penniL 

In order to initiate an appeal, the permit applicant shall file a written notice with the clerk of the board of supendsors 
within fîve (5) woddng days of a déniai of ^jplication or receipt of a conditionally approved pemiit The appeal shall 
be considered at the first regular meeting of said board to be detennined in accordance with the established agenda 
scheduling procédure. (Qrd. No. 3508 § 1.) 
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CHAPTER 16 
JUNK .^D JUNK DE.\LERS- 



§ 16-1 Definiiions. 

§ 1 &-2 Classification of junk dealers . 

§ 1 6-3 License for junk dealers and peddlers — Required; applicaiion. 

§ 1 6-4 Same — Invesngadon of applicani; grant or déniai; compliance with other laws. 

§ 26-5 Same — Appeal upon déniai. 

§ 16-6 Same — Fee — Junk dealers. 

§ 1 6-7 Same — Same — Itinérant junk peddlers. 

§ 1 6-8 Same — Révocation or suspension. 

§16-9 Whenjunkpurcbasedmaybesold. 

§16-10 Junk dealers not lo receive proper :y in pawn, etc. 

§16-11 Hours for purchasing or coUecting junk restricted. 

§16-12 Record book. 

§ 16-13 Vefaicles — License fee. 

§ 16-14 Same — Decais; dealer's idendficadon cards. 

§ 16-15 Effea of chapier on existing junk dealers. 



Sec.16-1. Définitions. 

For the purposes of tins chapter, the f ollowing words and terms shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them by this 
section: 

Itinérant junk peddler. Any person buying or seliing or coilecting junk outside the corporate limiis of any incorporaied city 
within this county who does not hâve an estabiished place of business viithin this counry or within the corporate hmits of an 
incorporaied city thereof, and who does not maintain or operate a jimk shop or junk yard within this county or within the 
corporate limits of an incorporated city thereof. 

Junk shop or junk yard. The use of more than one hundred square feet of the area of any iand or lot, or the use of any portion 
of that haif of any Iand or lot which half adjoins any public or private street or road, for the storage of junk, including scrap 
metals, saivage or other scrap materials, or for the dismantling or wrecking of automobiles or other vehicles or maciiinery; 
whether for sale or storage. (Ord. No. 51 1 §§9, 10.) 

Sec. 16-2. Ciassificaiion of junk dealers. 

It is intended by this chapter to provide for three classes of persons deahng in junk, namely, "junk dealers" as defined in 
section 16-6, "itinérant junk peddlers" as defined in section 16-7 and other persons dealing in junk who are not defined eiiher as 
a "junk dealer" or as an "itinérant junk peddler." The latter class of persons shall not be required to obtain any license except 
vehide licenses as provided in section 16-13. (Ord. No. 511 §3.) 

Sec 16-3. License for junk dealers and peddlers -> Required; appiication.- 

Before any person shall engage, in the county outside of the corporate limits of any incorporated city thereof, in the business of 
buying or seliing old iron, brass, copper, tin, lead, rags or other jimk, whether at a fixed place of business or as an itinérant 
peddler, he shall make an apphcation to and obtain from the treasurer-tax collector of the county a license to engage in such 
business. (Ord. No. 51 1 §4.) 

Sec. 16-4. Same "- Investigation of appiicant; grant or déniai; compliance with other laws. 

The application for a license as provided for by section 16-3 shall be referred to the shérif f of the county, who shall make an 
investigation concerning the charaaer of the appiicant and shall repon thereon to the treasurer-tax colleaor. The sheriff , to make 
such investigation, shall obtain from the department of criminal investigation and identification of the state a renort of criminal 



' For State law as to junk dealers, see B. & P. C. §21600 et seq. 
"As îo finance and taxation gencraily, see ch. 12 of this code. 
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conviaions of ihe appiicant. Such application shall also be referred to the planning direaor of the county, who shall make an 
investigation concerning tiie appiicant's compiiance witii ihe provisions of chapter 26, as amended, as regards the establishment, 
maintenance or opération of any junk yard or shop in connection with the application, and shall report thereon to the treasurer- 
tax coliector. 

Upon receiving such reports, the treasurer-tax coliector shall grant or deny the appiicant a license to engage in such business; 
and such license shall be granted uniess it shall appear from such report of the sheriff that the apphcant has been conviaed of a 
feiony or of any crime involving moral turpitude, or uniess it shall appear from such report of the planning director that the 
establishment, maintenance or opération of a junk shop or junk yard in connection with the approval of such application and the 
granting of such license wouid violate the applicable provisions of chapter 26, as amended. 

Nothing in tiiis chapter shall be construed as authority for any license to engage in any unlawful business or act or to fail to 
comply with other provisions of this Code and applicable ordinances of the county. (Ord. No. 5 1 1 §4.) 

Sec.16-5. Same ~ Appeal upon déniai. 

Any person whose application for a license as required by tiiis chapter has been refused by the treasurer-tax coliector shall hâve 
the right within thirty days after such application has been refused to appeal from the action of the treasurer-tax coliector to the 
Board of Supervisors by written notice of appeal filed with the clerk of such Board, and it shall be the duty of the Board of 
Supervisors ai a regular meeting within thirty days after such written notice of appeal has been received to hear such appeal and 
évidence upon the same and to sustain or to overrule the actions of the treasurer-tax colleaor. The décision of the Board of 
Supervisors shall be final. In the event the action of the treasurer-tax coliector shall be ovemiled by the Board of Supervisors, it 
shall be the duty of the treasurer-tax colleaor forthwith to issue the license ^plied for. (Ord. No. 511 §4.) 

Sec 16-6. Same -> Fee ~ Junk dealers. 

Every person buying or seiling or coliecting junk and maintaining or operating a junk shop or jimk yard or an established 
business in this county outside of the corporate limits of any incorporated city thereof shall hereby be classifîed as a jxmk dealer 
and shall pay a l'cense fee to the county in the sum of twenty-five dollars per annum, payable per annum in advance; provided, 
however, that nothing in this chapter shall excuse any person, whether or not iicensed as a junk dealer or itinérant junk peddier by 
this county or by any incorporated city thereof, from the requirements of section 16-13. (Ord. No. 51 1 §9.) 

Sec: 16-7. Same — Itinérant junk peddiers. 

Every person engaged in the business of buying or soiiciting junk as an itinérant jimk peddier shall hereby be ciassified as 
itinérant junk peddier and shall pay a fee to the county in the sum of twenty-five dollars per annum, payable per annum in 
advance. (Ord. No. 511 §10.) 

Sec. 16-8. Same — Revocation or suspension. 

The Board of Supervisors may revoke or suspend the license of any person who violâtes any of the provisions of this chapter. 

Upon its own motion or upon the fîling of a verified compiaint in writing charging any iicensee under this chapter with the 
commission within one year prior to the date of filing such compiaint of any act or omission which is cause for suspension or 
revocation of a license, the Board of Supervisors shall forthwith issue a citation directing the Iicensee viithin ten days after service 
of the .citation upon him to appear by filing with the Board of Supervisors his verified answer to the compiaint showing cause, if 
any he has, why his license should not be suspended or revoked. Service of the citation upon the iicensee shall be fully effeaed by 
mailing a true copy thereof together with a true copy of the compiaint by United States regisiered mail in a sealed envelope \*iih 
ppstage fully prepaid thereon addressed to the Iicensee at his latest address of record in the office of the treasurer-tax coileaor. 

At the time fixed for appearance or at the date to which the appearance may be continued by the Board of Supervisors, such 
Bôard may hear the holder of the license and shall hear statements from other persons who may attend the hearing and présent 
reasons why the license should or should not be revoked or suspended, and may, if it so desires, place under oath and question 
any person before it; provided, that the Board of Supervisors may close the hearing when it is convinced that no public good wiil 
resuit from its continuance. 
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At the close of the hearing, or ar any time within thiny days thereafter, the Board of Supervisors shali détermine from the faas 
produced from the hearing and from any other facts in its possession whether or not the license shouid be suspended or revoked, 
and shall make its order accordingly and may make such order conditionai upon the doing or not doing of any aa by the holder 
of the license or his agents or servants, which the Board of Supervisors deems for the public good. 

Failure of the iicensee to answer shall be deemed an admission by him of the commission of the act or acts charged in the 
compiaint and thereupon, without funher hearing, the Board of Supervisors shall hâve the power to forthwith suspend or revoke 
the license. 

Upon revocation of this license no part of the money in the hands of the treasurer-tax coliector shall be returned or refunded, 
but such license fee shall be forfeited to the county. 

Written notice of such revocation or suspension shall be given to the treasurer-tax collecter by the clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors within fïve days after such action by the Board of Supervisors. (Ord. No. 51 1 §4.) 

Sec. 16-9. When junk purchased may be sold. 

AU junk purchased by junk dealers licensed or regulated under the provisions of this chapter shall be held for a period of at 
least seven days before the same shall be sold; provided, however, that property classed by this chapter as junk may be sold in and 
for use within the county within seven days after purchase; provided, that a complète record of such saie is kept for inspection by 
the officers named in section 16-12 and some lasting identification mark is placed upon each article so sold. (Ord. No. 511 §6.) 

Sec. 16-10. Junk dealers not to receive property in pawn, etc. 

No jimk dealer licensed or regulated by this chapter shall receive any personal property by way of pledge or pawn, nor shall any 
junk dealer engage in the business of pawnbroking on the same premises wherein a junk shop or junk yard is located. (Ord. No. 
511 §7.) 

Sec. 16-11. Hours for purchasing or collecting junk restricted. 

No junk dealer shall purchase or collect any junk in the county between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. (Ord. No. 511 
§8.) 

Sec 16-12. Record book. 

Every person collecting, buying or selling junk shall keep at his place of business a substantial, well-bound book and shall 
promptly enter therein an exact description of ail personal propeny purchased by him, the date of purchase, name and address 
or place of business of the person from whom purchased, and ail particular or prominent marks of identification that may be 
found upon such property. Such book shall be kept neat and clean, and ail entries made therein shall be neatly and legibly written 
in ink. Such book shall at ail times during the ordinary hours of business be open to the inspection of the sheriff of the county or 
any peace offîcer of the county or the state. (Ord. No. 511 §5.) 

Sec. 16-13. Vehicles^ — License fee.^ 

Every person engaged in business within this county outside the corporate îimits of any incorporated city thereof , either as a 
junk dealer or itinérant junk peddler as defined in this chapter, or who engages in a business within this county outside the 
corporate iimits or any incorporated city thereof of buying, selling, collecting or otfaervvise dealing in junk shall pay a license fee 
to the county in the sum of twelve dollars per annum, payable per annum in advance, for every vehicie used in such business. 
(Ord. No. 511 §11.) 



" As lo motor vehicles generally, see ch. 1 8 of this code. 
~As 10 finacce and laxaiion generaliy. see ch. 12 of this code. 
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Sec.16-14. Same — Decals; dealers îdentificaiion cards. 

Ail vehicles used in connection with the business of junk dealing or junk peddiing shail be provided with a windshieid license 
decal containing a number by the treasurer-tax collecior of the couniy upon payment of the license fee prescribed by this chaprer, 
and such decal shalî be attached to the lower right-hand corner of the windshieid of the veiiicie. Such windshieid iicense decaii 
sfaall noi be transférable. 

The treasurer-tax coilector is authorized to procure such decais for the purpose above set forth. 

Junk dealers or itinérant junk peddlers shall recdve from the ireasurer-iax colleaor, upon paynient of the license fee provided 
for by this chapter an identification card containing a number, which identification card shall be carried upon the person of the 
junk dealer or itinérant junk peddler. Such identification card shall not be transférable. 

The treasurer-tax colleaor of the county is hereby authorized to procure such suitable identification cards, as above set forth, 
as shall be necessary to comply with the terms of this chapter. (Ord. No. 51 1 § 12.) 

Sea 1 6-1 5. El f ect of chapter on existing junk dealers. 

AU persons heretofore licensed as a junk dealer or itinérant junk peddler by the county under former Ord. Nos. 106 and 361 
sfaall be entitied to continue as such licensees upon compiying with the provisions of this chapter; provided, however, that no 
original investigations shall be rsquired as to such persons as provided for in section 16-4. (Ord. No. 51 1 §2.) 
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CHAPTER 17 

MOBILE YOUTH CAM? 



§ 17-1 Established. 

§ 17-2 Purpose. 

§17-3 Government and opération. 

§ 17-4 Director. 

§ 17-5 Ruies and régulations. 

§17-6 Public school. 



Sec.17>1. Established. 



There is hereby established, under the authority of seaion 880 of the Welfare and Institutions Code of the state, a mobile you± 
camp within the county. (Ord. No. 53 1 § 1 .) 

Sec. 17-2. Purpose. 

The purpose of the mobile youth camp established by this chapter shall be as set fonh in seaion 880 through 891 of the Welfare 
and Institutions Code of the state. (Ord. No. 531 §2.) 

Sec. 17-3. Govemmeni and opération. 

The mobile youth camp established by this anicle shall be governed and operated in accordance with seaion 880 through 89! 
of the Welfare and Institutions Code of the state. (Ord. No. 531 §3.) 

Sec. 17-4, Director. 

There is hereby created the position of direaor of the mobile youth camp. Such direaor shali be appointed by the probation 
officer of the county subjea to confirmation by the Board of Supervisors. (Ord. No. 531 §5.) 

Sec. 17-5. Ruies and régulations. 

The direaor of the mobile youth camp is hereby authorized to promulgate, from time to time, ruies and régulations for the 
internai opération of the camp, subjea to approvai of the Board of Supervisors, the probation officer and the judge of the 
juvénile coun of the county. (Ord. No. 531 §6.) 

Sec. 17-6. Public schooi.' 

The superintendent of schools of the county is hereby authorized and direaed to establish and maintain a public school in the 
mobile youth camp of the coimty. 

Such school, when established, shall be maintained subject to and in accordance with ail iaws relating to schools maintained by 
a county superintendent of schools in a juvénile hall. 

Such schooi shall be maintained in such grade or grades as may be, in the judgment of the county superintendent of schools, 
necessary. (Ord. No. 989 §§1 to 3.) 



' For siaie law as lo establishment and maintenance of schools in sunimer camps, etc., see W. & I.C. §SS9. 
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CHAPTERIS 
MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFHC^ 



Article I. In General. 

§ 18-1 Régulation of trafîic on county-owned and controlled property. 

§ 18-2 Procédure upon ^proaching stop intersection or tbrough highway. 

§ 18-3 Parking on street or faigfaway in unincoiporated area for seventy-two (72) or more consécutive faours. 

Article II. Speed Restrictions. 

Article III. Parking Régulations Generally. 

Article IV. Abandoned, Wreclœd, Dismantled or Inoperative Vehicles. 

§ 18-4 Hndings and déclarations. 

§ 18-5 Définitions. 

§ 18-6 Autbority to enter property. 

§ 18-7 Administrative costs. 

§ 18-8 Required notices. 

§ 18-9 Heaiing — ^Notice to owner. 

§ 18-10 Hearing — County abandoned vehicle hearing ofïicer to hear facts and testimony, impose conditions, etc. 

§ 18-11 Disposai — Removed vehicles not to be recoostructed or made inopérable. 

§ 18-12 Notice and transmission of évidence of registration to department of motor vehicles. 

§ 18-13 Delinquent costs assessed against land — collection and pnority of assessment. 

§ 18-14 Exemptions. 

§ 18-15 Administration and enforcement of ardcle. 

§ 18-16 Article not exclusive. 

Article V. Off-Road Motor Vehicle Régulations. 

§ 18-30 Purpose. 
§ 18-31 Violation. 
§ 18-32 Exemptions. 

Article VI. Enforcement of Vehicle Code at Vétérans Auditoriums and Community Centers. 

§ 18-33 Définitions. 

§ 18-34 Vehicles. 

§ 18-35 Authority to enforce State of Califomia Vehicle Code. 

§ 18-36 Désignation of offstreet parking facility. 

§ 18-37 Prohibited paridng. 

§ 18-38 Prohibited activities. 

§ 18-39 Signs. 

§ 18-40 Penalties. 

Article Vil. Trip Réduction. 

§ 18-50 Purpose and authority. 
§ 18-51 Définitions. 



'As to use of roads and walks of airport, see § 3-4 of this code. As to land transportation and airpon traffic régulations generally, see 
§ 5-12. As to changes in cable télévision facilities required by reason of traffic conditions, etc., see § 8-7. As to riding tfarough cemeiery, 
see § 9-5. As to highways, roads and bridges, see Ch. 15. As to opération of oversized, etc., vehicles, see §§ 15-1 to 15-7. As to junk dealers, 
etc., vehicles, see §§ 16-13, 16-14. As to vehicles and traffic in parks, see §§ 20-30 to 20-34. 
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§ 18-52 Coordination with Trip Réduction Rule. 

§ 18-53 Trip réduction goal. 

§ 18-54 Employer responsibilities. 

§ 18-55 County responsibilities. 

Article Vlli. Procédure for the Release of Impounded Vehicles. 

§ 18-56 Findings and purpose. 

§ 18-57 Scope and application of this procédure. 

§ 18-58 Release procédures. 

Article I. in General.^ 
Sec. 18-1. Régulation of traffic on county-owned and controlled property. 

(a) For the purposes of this section, the foliowing words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed 
to them by this subdivision unless the provision or context lequires otherwise: 

(1) "Camper" means a structure designed to be mounted upon a motor vehicle and to provide facilities for human 
habitation or camping purposes. 

(2) "County property" means any and ail real property owned or directly controlled by the county. 

(3) "County parking pian" or "parking plan" means tfaat certain plan in diagiam form entitled "Sonoma County 
parking plan" prepared and from time to time revised by the director of gênerai services pursuant to tiiis section. 

(4) *T)irector of gênerai services" means the director of gênerai services of the county, or his désignée. 

(5) ^'Employée récognition parking program" means the spécial récognition parking program for county employées 
estabiished by the management advisory council and administered by the director of gênerai services. 

(6) 'Management advisory council" means the Sonoma Coimty management advisory council selected by the 
department heads of the county from among their membership. 

(7) 'Tarking enforcemerit officer" means the director of gênerai services or the duly authorized employées of a 
private security firm engaged by the county to perfoim parking régulation and enforcement services for county property. 

(8) "Ridesharing program" means the rideshaiing program for county employées estabiished by the management 
advisory council and administered by the director of génial services. 

(9) '*SherifFs department" means the Sonoma County sheriff s departmenL 

(b) Ail the provisions of the Vehicle Code relating to craffic upon the highways shall be applicable to the traffic upon 
the driveways, paths, parking facilities and grounds of the county property. 

(c) No person shall stop, park or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon the driveways, 
paths, parking facilities or grounds of the county property, except upon and subject to the foliowing régulations and 
spécial conditions: 

(1) The director of gênerai services shall hâve the authority to cause the curbs and parking facilities on county 
property to be marked in accordance with the county païking pian and Vehicle Code Sections 21458, 22511.7 and 
2251 1.8. The parking plan shall be prepared and may from time to time be revised by the director of gênerai services 
consistent with this section and the policies, procédures and programs of the county pertaining to traffic régulation and 
enforcement on county property. The parking plan in its présent or hereafter current form is adopted and incorporated 
by référence as fiilly as if set oui at full iength herein. On the parking plan, the director of gênerai services shall designate 
the areas on county property subject to the foliowing parking régulations: 

(i) Tow-Away. In those areas so designated, parking shall be prohibited at ail nmes. 

(ii) No Ovemight Parking. In those areas so designated, parking ovemight shall be prohibited. 

(iii) No Early Moming Parking. In those areas so designated, parking shall be prohibited between the hours 
of 2:00 a-m. and 6:30 a.m. 



• 



^For State law as to unifonnity of state traffic iaws and applicability to counties, see Veh. C. § 21. As to authority of county to regulate 
traffic generally, see, Veh. C, § 21100 et seq. 
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(iv) Loading. In those areas so designated, parking shall be restricted to vehicles engaged in loading or 
unloading passengers or freight, and then only for the time actually necessary for the same, but not to exceed a maximum 
period of thirty (30) consécutive minutes. 

(v) Limited Time — ^Fifteen Minutes. In those areas so designated, parking shall be restricted to not to exceed 
a maximum period of fifteen (15) consécutive minutes between the hours of 7:(X) a.m. and 6:00 p.m., except Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays, unless further designated as twenty-four (24) hour enforcement 



• 
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(vi) Limited Tune— Thirty Minutes. In ihose areas so designaied, parking shall be restricted to not to exceed 
a maximum pericxi of thirty (30) consécutive minutes between the houis of 7:00 a-m. and 6:00 pjn., except Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays, unless further designaied as twenty-four (24) hour enforcement 

(vii) Limited Time — ^Two Hours. In those areas so designated, paiidng shall be restricted to not to exce^d 
a maximum period of two (2) consécutive hours between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., except Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays, unless further designated as twenty-four hour enforcement 

(viii) Limited Time — ^Three Hours. In those areas so designated, parking shall be restricted to not to cxceed 
a maximum of three (3) consécutive hours between the hours of 7:00 ajn. and 6:00 p.m., except Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays, unless further designaied as twenty-four (24) hour enforcement 

(ix) Twenty-Four Hour Enforcement in those areas so designated, time iiniit restrictions shall be effective 
atall times. 

(x) Handicapped. In those areas so designated, parking shall be limited exclusively to the vehicles of physically 
handicapped persons as described in Vehicle Code Section 22511^. 

(xi) Reserved. In those areas so designated, parking shall be limited exclusively to vehicles issued reserved 
parking peimits pursuant to this section. 

(xii) Permit Only. In those aieas so designated, parking shall be limited exclusively to vehicles issued county 
païking permits pursuant to this section. 

(xiii) Public Païking. In those areas so designated, parking shall be available to the gênerai public. 

(xiv) Sheriff s Vehicles and Other Authorized Emergency Vehicles Only. In those areas so designated, parking 
shall be limited exclusively to authorized emergency vehicles of the sherifTs department and other authorized law 
enforcement agencies. 

(xv) Restricted Area. In those areas so designated, parking shaU be limited exclusively to the posted 
restriction(s) (type of vehicle, type of occupant of vehicle, type of visit required, etc.) pursuant to this section. 

(2) The director of gênerai services is authorized to cause any vehicle parked illegally in any area on county 
property to be towed to a garage designated or maintained by the director of gênerai services and there impounded subject 
to a lien on the vehicle for the compensation of towage and stcvage costs incurred by the county as provided in Vehicle 
Code Sections 22850 through 228S1.12. The director of gênerai services shall establish a schedule of maximum towing 
and storage costs that may be assessed against the registeied owner. The registered owner shall be notified within forty- 
eight (48) hours that the vehicle has been impounded and provided an opportunity for post-towing hearing as provided 
in Vehicle Code Sections 22852 through 22853. 

(3) The directcR* of gênerai services may âom time to time issue reserved parking permits for parking in those 
païking ^aces marked "Reserved" and designated as such on the county parking plan. Application for a reserved païking 
permit shall be made in writing to the director of gênerai services by the requesting individual. Such application shall 
be on a fcxm approved by the director of gênerai services and shall be accompanied by a reserved parking permit fee, 
the amount of which shall be established pursuant to subsection (h) of this section. AU reserved parking permits shall 
be annual, expiring on the last day of December next following their date of issue. The procédure for renewal of a 
reserved parking permit shall be the same as for obtaining an original peimit. Reserved parking permits shall consist 
of a receipt and a serially numbered permit stamped with an identifying number, the year of issue, the parking space 
for which the permit is xahd, the words "County of Sonoma Reserved Parking Permit,'* and such other information as 
the director of gênerai services may require. Reserved parking permits may incorporate necessary conditions, including 
the dates, times and purposes for which the permit is valid. Reserved parking permits shall be issued on the basis of 
the availability of reserved parking spaces and the détermination of the director of gênerai services that the requesting 
individual folls into one of the following catégories: 

(i) Elected officiais, department heads, judges. court commissioners and grand jury members; 

(ii) County employées with assigned county vehicles who hâve significant fieid responsibiiity which requires 
close access to a spécifie building on county property and/or fréquent trips to and from the county property during normal 
business hours: 

(iii) County employées who use their personal vehicles for county business on a routine and fréquent basis; 

(iv) County employées who work late shifts and whose safety might be compromised by parking in a reraote 
location; 

(v) County employées participating in the ridesharing program; 
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(vi) County employées who hâve a temporary physical disability which requires close access to a spécifie 
building on county propeny and whose treating physician provides wrïtten vehfîcaiion of need to the director of gênerai 
services; 

(vii) Commercial vendors and private contiactors providing goods and services to the county whose fimctions 
lequire close and continuous access to a spécifie building on county property; 

(viii) Duly accredited représentatives of the press or other news média who attend and repon on meetings 
of the board of supervisors as part of their job assignment; 

(ix) Such other catégories of county employées or other persons designated by the board of siçervisors 
pursuant to subsection (h) of this section. 

Members of the board of supervisors shall be eUgible for two (2) reserved parking permits, one (1) for the 
board member and one (1) for his or her supervisonal aide. Ail other qualified individuols shall be eligible for one (1) 
reserved paridng permit 

(4) The director of gênerai services may from time to time issue tempcxary paridng permits for parking in timed 
paddng zones without citation. Application for a temporary parking permit shall be made in writing to the director of 
gênerai services by the requesting individuaL Such application shall be on a form approved by the director of gênerai 
services and shall be accompanied by a temporary parking permit fee. the amount of which shall be established pursuant 
to subsecdon (h) of this section. Ail temporary parking permits shall be temporary, valid only for the dates shown cxi 
the permit. The procédure for renewal of a temporary parking permit shall be the same as for obtaining an (xiginal 
permit. Temporary parking permits shall consist of a receipt and a serially numbered permit stamped with an identifying 
number, the dates for which the permit is valid. the words "County of Sonoma Temporary Parking Permit.** and such 
other information as the director of gênerai services may require. Temporary parking permits may incorporate necessary 
conditions, including the locations and purposes for which the permit is valid. Temporary parking permits shall be issued 
on the basis of the availability of timed parking zone spaces and the détermination of the director of gênerai services 
that the requesting individual falls into one of the foUowing catégories: 

(i) Members of county boards and commissions, administrative hearing officers, jurors and persons 
participating in légal or administrative proceedings at the request of the county; 

(ii) County employées who are being recognized as part of the employée récognition parking program; 

(iii) County employées who hâve a temporary physical disability which requires close access to a spécifie 
building on county property and whose treating physician ptovides wrïtten verïfication of need to the director of gênerai 
services; 

(iv) Commercial vendors and prïvate contractors providing goods and services to the county whose functions 
require ck)se and continuous access to a spécifie building on county prc^ny; 

(v) Any other person who can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the director of gênerai services that he or 
she has a temporary need for close and continuous access to a spécifie building on county property. 

(5) The director of gênerai services may from time to time issue county parking permits for parking in those areas 
marked **Pennit Only** and designated as such on the county parking plan. Application for a county parking permit shall 
be made in wrïting to the director of général services by the requesting individual. Such application shall be on a form 
approved by the director of gênerai services and shall be accompanied by a county parking permit fee, the amount of 
which shall be established pursuant to subsection (h) of this section. Ail county parking permits shall be annuaL expiring 
on the last day of December next foUowing their date of issue. The procédure for renewal of a county parking permit 
shall be the same as for obtaining an orïginal permit. County parking permits shall consist of a receipt and a serially 
numbered permit stamped with an identifying number. the year of issue, ihe words **County of Sonoma Parking Permit,** 
and such other informadon as the director of gênerai services may require. County parking permits shall be issued on 
the basis of the avaibbility of permit-only parking spaces and the détermination of ihe director of gênerai services that 
the requesting individual falls into a category of county employées or other persons designated by the board of 
supervisors pursuant to subseetion (i) of this section. 

(6) The director of gênerai services may from time to time grani permission to the shenffs department and other 
bona fide law enforcement agencies to park in those areas marked "Sheriffs Vehicles and Other Authorized Emergency 
Vehieles Only" or Transponing Officers Only" and designated as such on the county parking plan. 

(7) The director of gênerai services shall cause copies of this section and the county parking plan to be maintained 
and avaibble for public inspection at the office of the director of gênerai services. 
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(8) The director of gênerai services shall report to the management advisory council on a regular basis conceming 
the status of parking régulation and enforcement on county property. The management advisory council shall provide 
advice and assistance to the director of gênerai services in deveioping and reccxnmending paridng régulation and 
enforcement policies, piocedures and programs to the board of supervisors, and in resolving parking régulation and 
enforcement disputes involving county employées. 

(d) No person shall occupy ot permit the use or occupancy of any vehicle or camper for human habitation, including, 
but not limited to, sieeping, eating or resting, either singly or in groups, upon the sidewalks, driveways, paths, parking 
facilities or grounds of county property, without a permit or in designated areas. 

(e) No persOT shall engage in rollerskating or ride or propei any skateboard upon the sidewalks, driveways, paths, 
parking facilities or grounds of county property without Uie {Hîor written consent of the director of gênerai services. 

(f) The director of gênerai services shall cause signs giving notice of the régulations and spécial conditions imposed 
und^ this section to be eiected and maintained in appropriai locations on county property. 

(g) The board of supervisors shall establish, by resolution, fines for parking violations on county property. 

(h) The board of supervisors may from time to time by resolution establish a schedule of fées and charges for paridng 
permits issued under this section and for public parking on county property. 

(i) The board of supervisors from time to time by ordinance, résolution or other législative enactment, whichever may 
be appropriate, adopt additional parking régulation and enforcement standards and criteria for county property. 

(j) The parking enfcxrement officer shall be responsible for enforcing this section and for issuing citations for 
violations of its provisions. 

(k) Any person who violâtes or fails to comply with any provision of this section is guilty of an infraction as provided 
in Vehicle Code Section 40000.1. (Ord. No. 4717 § 1, 1993.) 
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Sec 18-2. Procédure upon approaching stop intersection orthrough highway. 

Every operator of a vehicie approaching any stop intersection or through higfaway which is signposted witfa a stop sign shall 
stop: 

(a) Bef ore entering the crosswalk on the near side of tbe intersection, oi; if none; 

(b) At a limit line when marked, or , if none; 

(c) Before entering the traveiied way of the through highway. (Ord. No. 417, §3.) 

Sec 18-3. Parking on street or highway in uni n corporated area for saveniy-two or more consécutive hours. 

No person shall park or leave standing a vehicie upon a street or highway witbin the unincorporated tenitory of the county for 
seventy-two or more consécutive hours. 

Any member of the state highway patroi or any regulariy empioyed and salaried deputy of the sheriffs office of the county is 
hereby authorized to remove to the nearest gar^e or other place of saf ety, or to a garage designated or maintained by this county, 
any vehicie which has been parked or left standmg upon a street or highway within the unincorporated area in the coimry for 
sevenry-two or more consécutive hours. (Ord. Nos. 705 §§ 1, 2; 1 154 §§1,2.) 

ArtidelL Speed Restrictions.^ 

Article \\l Parking Régulations Generally.'' 

Article fV. Aksandoned, Wrecked, Distnantled or Inoperative Vehides. 

Sec 18-4. Rndings and ded^ations. 

In addition to and in accordance with the dœrmination made and the authority granted by the state under section 22660 of the 
Vehide Code to remove abandoned, wrecked, distnantled or inoperative vehides or parts thereof as public nuisances, the Board 
of Supervisors of the county hereby make tbe following fîndings and déclarations: 

The accumulation and storage of abandoned, wrecked, dismantied or inoperative vehides or parts thereof on private or public 
property not induding Mghways is hereby found to create a condition tending to reduce the value of private property, to promote 
blight and détérioration, to invite plundering, to create fire hazards, to constitute an attractive nuisance creating a hazard to the 
health and safety of minors, to create a hari)orage for rodents and insects and to be injurions to the health, safety and gênerai 
weifare. Therefore the présence of an abandoned, wrecked, dismantied or inoperative veiiide or pan thereof, on private or public 
property not induding highways, except as expressly hereinafter permitted, is hereby declared to constitute a public nuisance 
which may be abated as such in accordance with the provisions of this artide. (Ord. No. 1 176 § 1 .) 

Sec 18-5. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this artide, the following words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respectivdy ascribed to them by this 
section: 

Couray abandoned vehicie hearing offtcer. The county abandoned vehide hearing officer shall be that person designated by 
the Board of Supervisors by resolution. 

H^hway. A way or place of whatever nature, publidy maintained and open to tbe use of the public for purposes of vehicular 
travd. The term indudes street. 

Public piopoty. The term does not indude "highway.** 

'N^hicle. A device by which any person or property may be propeiled, moved or drawn upon a highway, except a device mov^i 
by human power or used exdusivdy upon stationary rails or tracks. (Ord. No. 1 806 § 1 .) 



^Editor's note — Ordioances pertaisiog to vefaicular speed restrictions are not set fonfa in this code fout weie saved f rom repeal by tbe adopting ordinasce. Sudi 
ordinances will be found on fBe in the office of the derk of the Board of Supervisors. 
For state law as to decreasing local speed limits on staze highways, see Veh. C. §22358. 

*Edizor's note — Ordinance pertaining to vefaicular parking régulations, loading zones, bus zones, etc.. are not set forth is this code, but were saved from 
repeai by the adopting ordinance. Such ordinances will be found on fïle in the office of the derk of the Board of Supervisors. 
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Section. 18-6. Authorityto enter property. 

The county zoning enforcaneni officei; or any person authorized by him, sfaail be authorized to enter upon piivate property or 
public property to remove or cause tfae removal of a veiiicle or parts tfaereof declared to be a nuisance pursuant to this artide. 
(Ord.No-1806§2-) 

Section. 18-7. Administrative costs. 

The county ^jandoned vehide hearing officer shall fxom tizne to time détermine and fix and amount to be ass<'«tvd as 
administrative costs and removal costs under this artide. (Ord. No. 1806 §3.) 

Sec. 18-8. Raquired notices. 

Not less than a ten day notice of intention to abate and remove a vehide or part thereof as a jnibiic nuisance shaU be required 
prior to abatemem and removaL Such notice shall c ontain a statemcm of the heaiing rigfats of the owner of the property on which 
the vehide is located and the owner of the vehide. The statement shall indude notice to the property owner that he may appear in 
person at a hearing or m^ présent a swom written statement denying zesponsibiiity for the présence of the vehide of the land, 
with his reasons for such dmial, in lieu of appeaiing. The notice of intention to abate shail be maTlrrij by registered or certifîed 
mail, to the owner of the land as shown on the last equaiized assessment roll and to the last registered and légal owner of record 
unless the vdûde is in sudi condition that identification nnmbers are not available to détermine ownership. (Ord. No. 1806 §4.) 

Sec 18-9. Hearing — Notice to owner. 

A pubUc hearing shall be hdd on the quesdon of afoatement and removal of the vehide or part thereof as an abandoned, 
wrecked, dismanded or inoperative vehide and the assessment of the administrative costs and the cost of removal of the vehide or 
part thereof against the property on which it is located if (1) a wriaen request for such a hearing is made by the owner of the 
vehide or the owner of the land upon wfaîch the vdûde was located to the Sonoma County zoning enforcement offîcer and (2) 
such wiitten recpiest is made within ten days after tfae mailing of notice of intention to abate and remove the vehide. Notice of 
hearing shafl be mailed at least ten days bef ore the heaiing by certifîed mail, with a fîve-day renirn req ue st e d, to the owner of the 
land as shown on the last equaiized county assessment roll and to the last r^îstered and légal owner of record unless the vehide is 
in such condidon fh^ identification numbers are not available to détermine ownership. (Ord. No. 1806 §5.) 

Sec. 18-10. Same — County abandoned vehide hearing officer to hear tacts and testimony, impose conditions, eta 

An h«'wing under this artide shall be hdd before the county abandoned vehide hearing ofHcer who shall hear ail facts and 
testimony he deems pertinent. Such facts and testimony may indude testimony on the condidon of the vehide or part thereof and 
the drcnmstances conceming îts location on privaie property or public property. The abandoned vehide hearing officer shall not 
be imiffgri by the tt^nhmn»} rûles of évidence. The owner of the land on whidi the vehide is located may appear in person at the 
hearing or présent a wiitten statemem for considération at the hearing, and deny responsibOity for the présence of the vdùde on 
the land, with his reasons for sudi déniai. 

The abandoned vehide hearing officer may impose such condidons and take such other acnon as he deems appropriate, under 
the drcumstances to cairy out the purpose of this artide. He may dday the time for removal of the vehide or part thereof if, in 
his opinion, the circumstances justify it. Ai the condusion of the public hearing, the abandoned vdiide hearing officer may fînd 
that a vdiidc or part thereof has been abandoned, wrecked, dismantled or is inoperative on private or public property and order 
the same removoi from the property as a public nuisance and dispose of as hereafter provided and détermine the administrative 
cost and the cost of removal to be charged * --ainst the owner of the parcd of land on which the vehide or part thereof is located. 
The order requiiing removal <>>an indude a descripdon of the vdiide or pan thereof and the correa idcntincation number and 
lîcense number of the vehide if available. 

If it is determined at the hearing that the vehide was placed on the land without the consent of the landowner and that he has 
not subsequently acquiesced in its présence, the abandoned vehide hearing officer shall not assess costs of administration or 
removal of the vehide against the property upon which the vehide is located or otherwise anempt to collect such cost from such 
land ownet (Ord. No. 1806 §6.) 
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Sec. 18-11. Disposai; removed vehicies not to be reconstructed or made opérable. 

Fîve days after adoption of the order declaring the valide or part thereof to be a public nuisance, the vehicies or parts thereo 
may be disposed of by removai to a scrapyard or automobile dismantler's yard. After a vehicie has bee removed it shall no 
thereafter be reconstructed or made open^ie. (Ord. No. 1806 §7.) 

Sec. 18-12. Notice and transmission of évidence of registration to department of motor vehicies. 

Witfain fîve days after the date of removai of the vefaide or part thereof, notice shaU be given to the department of motoi 
vehicies identifying the vehide or part thereof removed. At the same time there shall be transmitted to the department of motoi 
vdûdes any évidence of r^jstration availabie, induding r^istration certifîcates, certifîcates of title and license plates. (Ord. No. 
1176 §11.) 

Sec. 18-13. Oeiinquentcostsassessedagainstland; collection and priorityofassessment 

If the administrative costs and the removai wMch are charged against the owner of a parcd of land pursuant to section 1S>10 
are not paid within thirty days of the date of the ordei; or the final disposition of an appeal therefrom, such costs shail be assessed 
against the parce! of land pursuant to section 2S845 of the Govemmem Code and shaU be transmitted to the auditor and tax 
collector for collection. Such assessment shall hâve the same priority as other taxes. (Ord. No. 1 176 § 12.) 

Sec. 18-14. Exemptions. 

This artide shall not apply to: 

(a) A vefaide or part thereof which is completdy endosed within a building in a lawfui manner where it is not visible from the 
Street or other public or private property. 

(b) A vehide or part thereof wfaich is stored or parked in a lawfui manner on private property in connection with the business 
of a licensed dismantiez; licensed vehide dealer; a jxmJc dealez; or when such stora^ or paridng is necessary to the opération of a 
lawfully conduaed business or commercial enterprise. 

Nothing in this section shall authorize the maintenance of a public or private nuisance as defîned under provisions of law other 
rhap chapter 10 (commendng with section 22650) of division 1 1 of the Vefaide Code and this artide. (Ord. No. 1 176 §2.) 

Sec 18-15. Administration and enforoement of article. 

Except as otherwise provided herein, the provisions of this artide sliail be administered and enf orced by the county zoning 
enforcement offîcer or fais authorized assistants. In the enforcemem of this artide such offîcer and fais assii^ant may enter upon 
private or public property to examine a vefaide or parts thereof, or obtain information as to the identity of a vehide and to 
remove or cause the removai of a vefaide or part thereof, dedared to be a nuisance pursuant to this artide. (Ord. No. 1806 §8.) 

This chapter may also be enforced by the Caiifomia I£ghway Patrol. (Ord. No. 1667 §2.) 

Sec. 18-16. Article not exclusive. 

This artide is not the exdusive régulation of abandoned, wrecked, dismantled or inoperative vehides within the imincorporai- 
ed area of the county. It shall supplément and be in addition to the other regulatory codes, statues, and ordinances heretofore or 
hereafter enaaed by the coiuuy, the state, or any other légal enrity or agency having juiisdiction. (Ord. No. 1 176 §3.) 

Article. V Off-Road Motor Vehicie Régulations. 

Sec. 18-30. Purpose. 

Numerous individuals are presentiy engz^ed in the imregulated opération of motorcydes, motor bikes, motorscooters and 
similar vehides in substantial numbers on public and private property throughout Sonoma County. The noise and sil érosion 
produced by such activity, in aggregate, severdy damages property, destroys tranquility and serenity, irritâtes numerous dtizens 
and is mïmira? to the public peace and safety. 
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Sec. 18-31. Violation. 

(a) It shail be unlawfal for any poson to operaxe any motor vefaide, motorcyde, motor bike, motorscooter or sixnilar vehide 
on any real property in the unincorporated area of the County of Sonoma, other than public roads or properry otherwise 
approved for récréation use of tixis type pursuant to diapter 26. 

(b) It sball be uniawfui for any person to operaxe a motor veiiide motorcyde, motor bike, motorscooter or «nmiiar vehide on 
any real property in the unincorporated area of the County ofSonoma, other than public roads, unless such vehide is at ail dmes 
equipped with an adéquate muffler in constant opération and properiy maintamt^ to prevent any excessive or unusuai noise, and 
no muffler or exiiaiist System sfaall be equipped with a cutout, bypass or sinûlar device; or shail any person modify the exhaust 
System of such motor vehide in any manner wbidi wiU ampiify or inarease the noise rmitTcd by the motor of such vehide, above 
tfaat enriTted by the muffler originaUy insfallrri on the vehide; nor shaU any such motor vehide be operated in a mazmer resultxng 
in the escape of excessive smoke, fîame, gas, oil, or fud rea due; nor shail such motor vehide be so operated uniess the exhaust 
systezti, induding the manxfold, mufllei; and exhaust pipes siofl be so constructed as to be capable of being maintained and shail 
be maintained in a reasonabiy gas-tight condition; nor shaQ such motor vdiide be driven or moved if the fining spout for any 
tank is dosed or partly dosed with a piug of wood, rags, or other conbustible material. 

Sec 18-32. Exemptions. 

The provisions of Section 18-31(a) shaH not apply to: 

(1) Owners, tenanfs. or lawful w m i iwiiis of real property and membeis of thdr iTnmprilaTr family while operaxing such 
vdxides upon their property; 

(2) Invitées of any of the persons dcsignarrri above, provided they: 

(a) Hâve in their possession written permission to operaxe such vdûdes upon said property, or 

(b) Are in the immédiate C om p an y of a person entitiedtoauthorizesudx use. 

(3) Use of such vehides in the couiseof a lawful occupation for profit or gain. 

ArtieieVL Enforeamentof Vehide Code at Vétérans Auditoriums and CommunityCenters. 
Sec 18-33. Définitions. 

For the purpose of this artide, the f oUowing words or pioases siiall bave the meanings r e s pe ctiv eiy aschbed to them. 

(a) lierons memoriai auditoriums. Ail public assembly fadlities and adjacent iand or waxer owned, leased, managed or 
controlled by County of Sonoma pursuant to Mîlitary and \%terans Code §§ 1260 et seq. 

(b) Community cernas. Ail public assembly fadlities and adjacent Iand or water owned, leased, managed or controlled by 
the County of Sonoma. 

(c) Dvreaor. Directorofr^onal paries of Sonoma County. 

(d) BuilcBng authority. The boaid, offîcex; or employée of the Sonoma County park System designated to exercise such 
powers and p ei roi m such duties puisuam to this ordinance as the Board of Supervisors may prescxibe by resolution. 

(e) Police jurisdiction. That géographie area winch indudes the site of a vétérans memoriai auditorium or community center 
and is subject to the enf orcem em of ordinances as establisiied by tixe local mtmidpalities and enforced by their authorized police 
duef and designated of fîcers. 

(f) Person. Any individual, fîrm, partnersliip, joint venture, association, concem, corporation, estaxe, trust, business trust, 
recexved, syndicaxe, or any otiier group or combinadon acting as a unit. 

(g) Posting ofsigns. The term **posted" as used herein, uniess otherwise indicated, shail mean and require that the director or 
his authorxœd représentative shail erect or place appropiiaxe signs on the vétérans memoriai auditoriiun or community center 
sites, gjving notice of any spécial conditions or régulations that are imposed under tiiis ordinance. Proof of posting shail be fQed 
in the Sonoma County's régional parks office. (Oïd. No. 3074 §1.) 
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Sec. 18-34. Vehicles. 

Ail vehicular and pedestrian traffic on any vétérans mémorial auditorium or community center site shall be subject 
to the {H"Ovisions of the Califomia Vehicle Code. 

No perscHi other than one acting under authoiization or direction of the director shall operate or drive an automobile, 
bicycle, motorcycle, motor scooter, motorized bicycle, truck, trailer, or vehicle of any description on the vétérans 
mémorial auditorium or community center site other than upon paved roads open and posted for the use of the above 
mentioned vehicles of any description, ixovided, however, that this section shall not apply to any authorized emergency 
vehicle as defîned in the State of Califomia Vehicle Code, nor shall this section apply to areas, loads, or paths which 
may, firom time to time, be set aside by the building authority. 

No person shall paik any vehicle in any manner or at any location, which has been posted, other than the manner and 
location designated for vehicle parking by the director. Vehicles in violation of thèse prohibitions or restrictions may 
be lemoved from the vétérans mémorial auditorium or community center site. (Ord. 3075 § 1.) 

Sec. 18-35. Authority to enforce the State of Califomia Vehicie Code. 

This article may be enforced by any peace officer, as that term is defîned in Chapier 4.5 (commencing with Section 
830) of Titie 3 of Part 2 of the Pénal Code; or any regularly employed and salaried employée, who is engaged in 
diiecting traffic or enforcing parking laws and regulaticms for the county of Sonoma. (Ord. 3075 § 1.) 

Sec. 18-36. Désignation of offstreet parking facility. 

The county of Sonoma hereby désignâtes, for purposes of an offstreet park and ride parking facility, ail that certain 
real property situated, lying and being in the county and m(xe particularly described as follows: 

Beginning at a point thirty feet South of the River Road centerline and twenty-five feet East of the Mirabel Road 
Extension centerline and continuing ^proximately two hundred feet in an easterly direction along the South edge of 
River Road to a point thirty feet South of the River Road centerline and thirty feet Northwest of the Mirabel Road 
centerline. 

From said point continuing ^iproximately two hundred feet in a Southwesterly direction along the Northwest edge 
of Mirabel Road to a point thirty feet Northwest of the Mirabel centerline and twenty-five feet East of the Mirabel Road 
Extension centerline. 

From said point continuing approximately 250 feet in a Northeriy direction along the East edge of Mirabel Road 
Extension to the originating point. (Ord. No. 3915, 1988.) 

Sec. 18-37. Prohibited parking. 

No person shall park or leave standing any vehicle upon the above designated parking facility between the hours of 
11:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. (Ord. No. 3915, 1988.) 

Sec. 18-38. Prohibited activities. 

(a) No person shall solicit, dispiay, sell, offer for sale or otherwise vend or anempi to vefid any merchandise, food 
stuff or service upon the above designated païking facility. 

(b) No person shall paik or leave standing any vehicle upon the designated parking facility when such vehicle has 
placed or affixed to it any placard or sign advertising such vehicle for sale. (Ord. No. 3915. 1988.) 

Sec. 18-39. Signs. 

The provisions of this ordinance shall not apply until signs giving notice hereof hâve been erected. (Ord. No 3915 
1988.) 
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Sec. 18-40. PenaKies. 

(a) Any violation of any provision of this article shall be an infraction. 

(b) Every violation hereunder is punishable by: 

(1) a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25) for a first violation; 

(2) a fine of one hundred dollars ($100) for a second violation within one yean 

(3) a fine of five hundred dollars ($500) for each additional violation within one year. 

(c) The Sheriff shall enforce the provisions of this article. (Qrd. No. 3915, 1988.) 

Article VIL Trip Réduction. 
Sec. 18-50. Purpose and authoiity. 

(a) In an effort to reduce traffic congestion and protect our envircmment with paiticular attention to clean air and 
conspiration of energy, the county proposes to encourage a réduction of single-occupant commuter trips by their 
employées within the unincoiporated areas. 

(b) This article is viewed as a coopérative effort of county govemment and the major employers along with their 
respective employées. The county will serve as the focus and coordinator with participating représentatives fix3m each 
employer or group of employers. 

(c) This article responds to Govemment Code Section 65089.3 which requires the county to adopt and implement 
a trip réduction ordinance. (Ord. No. 4535 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 18-51. Définitions. 

**Average vehicle ridership (AVR)" means the number of employées reporting to a work site during the peak period 
divided by the number of veiiicles those employées use to arrive at the woik site, averaged over the survey week. 

**Disabled employée** means an employée with a physical impaument which j^events the employée from traveling 
to the work site by means other than a vehicle and the employée lias been issued a disabled person placard or plate firom 
the Department of Motor Vdiicles. 

"Employée** means any person conducting work activity for an employer eighty (80) or more hours per month on a 
permanent, temporary or part-time basis who either reports to work or is assigned to a specified work site on a 
regular/established schedule. The term excludes field personnel, field construction workers. volunteers, seasonal workos 
and indq)endent contractors. 

"Employer" means any public or private employer with a permanent pkice of business in the county. "Employer** shall 
not include contractors and businesses with no permanent place of business in the county. 

"Reld construction worker** means an employée who reports for work to a temporary field construction site. 

"Reld personnel" means employées who spend twenty percent (20%) or less of their work-time at the work site and 
who do not report to the work site during the peak period for dispatch. 

"Independent contractor" means an individual who enlers into a direct written contract or agreement with an employer 
to perform certain services and who reports to the work site during the peak period. The period of the contract or 
agreement is at least ninety (90) days or may be open-ended. 

"Volunteer** means an individual who does not receive any wages, salary or other form of financial reimbursement 
from the employer for services provided. 

"Work site** means any property, real or personal, which is being operated or maintained by an employer as part of 
an identifiable enterprise. Property on contiguous, adjacent or proximate sites separated only by a private or public 
roadway or other private or public right-of-way, served by a common circulation or access System, and not separated 
by an impassable barrier to bicycle or pedestrian travel such as a freeway or flood control channel are included as part 
of the woric site. (Ord. No. 4535 § 2, 1993.) 

Sec. 18-52. Coordination with Trip Réduction Ruie. 

Compliance by an employer with the Bay Area Air Qualily Management District Rule will be assumed to be in 
compliance with this article. 
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§ 18-53 MOTOR VEfflCLES AND TRAFHC § 18-54 

Sec. 18-53. Trip réduction goai. 

The goal is to raise awareness of the problem and altemate solutions associated with single-occupant commuters to 
and from work. We hope to find and encourage those accepted incentives which will increase the average number of 
persons per vehicle during peak-commute period (six (6) a.m. to ten (10) a.m. weekdays). The goal of this article is 
as follows: 

Year 

1993 1995 1997 1999 

Average vehicle ridership 
(i.e., average number of 
persons per vehicle) 

It is recognized that modification of this goal niay be necessary per review by the employer network. (Ord. No. 4535 
§ 3, 1993.) 

Sec. 18-54. Employer responsibilities. 

Any employer is welcome as a voluntary participant At a minimum, it is mandatoiy that ail large both public and 
private employers (those having one hundred (100) or more employées at an individual jobsite who report to site during 
the six (6) a.m. to ten (10) ajn. peak period excluding disabled employées, field personnel, field construction workers, 
volunteers, seasonal workers and independent contractois) participate. Where in employer has multiple jobsites, only 
those sites with one hundred (100) or more employées are considered as large employment sites. Educational institutions 
are encouiaged to participate. 

(a) Employer Network and Information Dissémination. 

(1) The county transportaiion administiator shall establish a network of employée transportation coordinators. This 
network shall serve as the program conmiittee responsible for dissémination of information; development of employée 
surveys, incentive programs and an annual report; and prépare any proposed revisions tt> this article. 

(2) Each employer shall designate an employée transportation coordinator and provide trip réduction information 
to ail employées annually and to new employées as they are hired. The name, phone number and address of an employée 
transportation coordinator shall be provided to the county transportation administrator. Information provided on spécifie 
transportation alternatives shall include: Carpooling, vanpooling, transit and bicycling, telecommuting, parking controls, 
compressed work week, and flexible work hours. The county will work with the congestion management agency (i.e., 
Sonoma County transportation authority) to prépare information on thèse alternatives which can be used by employers. 

(3) The employer' s employée transportation coordinator shall be responsible for administering the employer 
requinements of the article. Employée transportation coordinators will be trained via a training program approved by 
the Sonoma County transportation authority. Employée transportation coordinator duties shall include: 

(i) Represent employer within the network and participate in training program; 

(ii) Dissémination of information to employées; 

(iii) Conducting employée surveys; 

(iv) Assisting with development of incentive programs and implementation of projects impacting employées. 

(b) Employée Survey and Goal Evaluation. The network will formulate an employée survey based on a county-wîde, 
uniform survey developed by the Sonoma County transportation authority that will cover the employée population within 
the network. A unifonn survey will be formulated in 1992, tested in 1992 and conducted annually beginning in 1993. 
Employées who do not respond to the survey will be counted as a singie-occupancy vehicle. The results will be 
documented in the annual report 
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(c) Incentive Program. The network shall fonnulate an employer/employée incentive program for innovative 
participation in trip réduction. The concepts developed will be circulated to employers for considération. The annual 
report will document the use of thèse incentives. The network would fonnulate a program in 1992 and begin test usage 
in 1993. 

(d) Annual Report. The county program administrator shall pr^are each Januaiy (beginning in 1993) an annual report 
describing the program, progress being made toward achieving the mp réduction goal and plans for the upcoming year. 
The network shall review this report before it is forwarded to the board of supervisors and the county congestion 
management agency. (Ord. No. 4535 § 5, 1993.) 

Sec. 18-55. County responsibilities. 

(a) The county of Sonoma shall appoint a transportation administrator and employée transportadon coordinator for 
implementing this article. 

(b) The coxmty transportadon administrator is: 

Trip Réduction Coordinator - Program Administrator 
Sonoma County Public Works Department 
575 Administration Drive (Room 1 17A) 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
Phone: (707)527-2231 

(c) The transportation administrator shall be responsible for: 

(1) Liaison with employers and congestion management agency (i.e., Sonoma County Transportation authority); 

(2) Establishment of employer network and transportation coordinators; 

(3) Opération of an information dissémination and public information program; 

(4) Conduct employée surveys, survey analysis and annual report development; 

(5) Formulation and implementation of employer/employée incentive programs and projects that reduce trips; 

(6) Drafting of ordinance amendments; 

(7) Coordination with air quality and transportation agencies; 

(8) Providing input to updates of the congestion management program. 

(d) The employée transportation coordinator responsible for administering the county as an employer requirements 
is: 

Employee Transportation Coordinator 
Sonoma County General Services Department 
2410 County Center Drive, Suite A 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
Phone: (707) 527-2977 

(e) Ail questions regarding this article should be addressed to the transportation administrator. (Ord. No. 4535 § 6, 
1993.) 

Article VIII. Procédure for the Release of Impounded Vehicles. 
Sec. 18-56. Findings and purpose. 

(a) The sheriff s department is frequentiy forced to remove vehicles from a highway , or from public or pri vate property 
and place them in storage. 

(b) The impoimding of motor vehicles by the sheriff s department générâtes substantiel administrative costs relating 
to the proper removai, impoimd, storage and release of the vehicles. 

(c) The costs related to such vehicle impounding should properly be borne by the registered owners of such vehicles 
except in cases where it can be established that the vehicles were stoien at the nme of impounding. 
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(d) The board of supervisors, in adopting a fee lo recoup the administrative costs of releasing such impounded vehicles, 

is directed by the législature to establish procédures for the release of such vehicles pursuant to Vehicie Code Section 
22850^. 

(e) The provisions set forth in this article establish the procédures for .the release of properly impounded vehicles to 
facilitate the imposition of a charge equal to the county of Sonoma's administrative costs relating to the removal, 
impound, storage and release of impounded vehicles. 

(f) The fee for release of an impounded or stored vehicie is established by separate ordinance and may from time 
to time be modifîed pursuant to successive ordinances issued by the board of supervisors subséquent to a public fee 
hearing as administrative costs ctiange. (Ord. No. 5036 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 18-57. Scope and application of this procédure. 

The procédures hereinafter set forth shall not apply to vehicles in the custody of the sheriff s department which hâve 
been proven to hâve been stolen from their lawful owners. Release of a vehicie may be indefinitely withheld in the event 
the sheiiff becomes aware of compenng claimants. In such cases, the matter will be referred to county council for 
appropriate civil disposition. (Ord. No. 5036 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 18-58. Release procédures. 

(a) Vehicles shall be released only to the cuirent registered or légal owner upon satisfactory proof of current vehicie 
registration. 

(b) The registered or légal owner shall biing acceptable photo identification and current vehicie registration to the 
sheriff s department Thèse documents may be.presented at the front desk of the sheriffs department at the Hall of 
Justice, 600 Administration Drive, Santa Rosa, Califomia on any day of the week during normal working hours. 

(c) After examination of the documents submitled for review, sheriffs department personnel shall détermine whether 
the vehicie can be released to the registered owner/legal owner. Ail persons taking custody of the vehicie must be legally 
entitled to operate a motor vehicie of the class being released upon public roadways, or, in lieu thereof, be in the 
Company of a driver licensed to operate such a motor vehicie. 

(d) If the above conditions are satisfied, the registered owner/legal owner will be asked to pay a release fee in cash, 
or Personal check, or with a cashier's check. Payment of the release fee shall not be required if a copy of a theft report 
to a law enforcement agency is presented which establishes that the vehicie had been stolen prior to the time of the 
vehicie impound. 

(e) A receipt shall be issued for payment and a release form will be generated by the sheriffs department identifying 
the vehicie and the person authorized to take custody of the vehicie. 

(f) Once a release form is issued, the owner can retrieve the vehicie from the tow company upon présentation of the 
authorized release. The department shall also send a copy of the release to the tow company to verify the document' s 
authenticity. (Ord. No. 5036 § 1, 1997.) 
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CHAPTER19 

OFFENSES— MISCELLANEOUS' 

Article I. General Provisions. 

§ 19-1 Courthouse building and grounds — Trespassing upon grass or llower beds. 

§ 19-2 Same — Picking. injuring, etc., llowers, shrubs, etc. 

§ 19-3 Same — Littering, spitting on, etc. 

§ 19-4 Same — Erection ofsigns, advertisements, etc., prohibited. 

§19-5 Same — ^Présence ofdogs. 

§ 19-6 Littering of public property generally — Revvard for conviction ofviolators ofstate law. 

§ 19-6.1 Polystyrène Ibod packaging. 

§ 19-7 Obstructing, etc., passage along, etc., or use of streets, sidewalks, tunnels, entrances to buildings, etc. 

§ 19-8 Shooting, hunting, etc. — From or on road or highway prohibited. 

§ 19-9 Consumption ofalcoholic beverages on public streets. 

§ 19-10 Public urination and défécation and exposure for purposes thereof 

§ 19-1 1 Nudity prohibited on public property and on private property open to public view. 

§ 19-12 Injuring or leasing a police dog. 

§ 19-13 Display of material which is harnifijl to minors. 

§ 19-14 Possession offirearms on county property prohibited. 

§ 19-15 Camping and vehicle habitation prohibited on public streets, etc. 

Article II. AIDS Discrimination. 



§ 19-30 


Policy. 


§ 19-31 


Findings. 


§ 19-32 


Prohibited conduct. 


§ 19-33 


Définitions. 


§ 19-34 


Exceptions. 


§ 19-35 


Enforcement. 


§ 19-36 


Limitation of actions. 


§ 19-37 


Waiver not valid. 


§ 19-38 


Application. 


§ 19-39 


Severability. 


§ 19-40 


Health care providers. 



Article III. Noticing of Options in the Rental of Mobilehome Park Spaces and Subséquent Reporting Obligations. 

§ 19-50 Failure to provide rental option notice — Misdemeanor/other penalties. 

§ 19-51 Failure to provide a receipt of notice to district attomey — Infraction. 

§19-52 Form of receipt. 

§ 19-53 Notice to renewing space tenants on leases of more than twelve months in duration. 

§ 19-54 Form of rental option notice. 

§ 19-55 Efforts to thwart the exercise of the rental option — Misdemeanor/other penalties. 

§ 19-56 Existing contractual rights — Not impaired. 



' As to defacing, injuring, destroying, etc., tombstone, fence, etc., in cemetery, see § 9-1 of this code. As to jumping or diving from bridges, see § 15- 
20. 
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Article I. General Provisions. 

Sec. 19-1. Courthouse building and grounds — Trespassing upon grass orflower beds. 

]t shall be unlawful for any person to trespass upon any grass plots or flower beds surrounding the court house building by 
standing, walking, sitting or reclining thereon. (Ord. No. 51 § 1 .) 

Sec. 19-2. Same — Picking, injuring, etc., flowers, shrubs, etc.^ 

It shall be unlawful for any person to pick, break or in any way injure or destroy any flower, tree, shrub or bush standing 
or growing in or upon the grounds surrounding the court house building. (Ord. No. 51 § 2.) 

Sec. 19-3. Same — LIttering, spitting on, etc.^ 

It shall be unlawful to deposit, place or throw any paper, fruit, fruit rinds, nut shells, wood, trash, filth or rubbish of any 
kirid upon any grass plot or flower bed, or upon the walks, or to spit or expectorate upon any of the walks surrounding the 
court house building, or to spit or expectorate on or upon any of the floors, walls, stairs or steps of the court house building. 
(Ord. No. 51 §3.) 

Sec. 19-4. Same — Erection of signs, advertisements, etc., prohiblted.^ 

It shall be unlawful for any person to place or allow to remain any sign, sign board, placard or any advertisement of any 
kind upon any of the walks surrounding the court house grounds. (Ord. No. 51 § 4.) 

Sec. 19-5. Same — Présence of dogs.^ 

No person shall permit or allow his dog to lie, run or remain, or romp upon any of the grass plots or flower beds surround- 
ing the court house building. (Ord. No. 51 § 5.) 

Sec. 19-6. LIttering of public property generally — Reward for conviction of violators of state law.^ 

(a) The county shall pay a reward of one hundred fifty dollars ($ 1 50.00) to each person who fumishes infonnation lead- 
ing to the arrest, prosecution and conviction of any person violating the provisions of Pénal Code Section 374(b) or Vehicle 
Code Section 23 1 12 to the extent that those sections prohibit the littering of public property. 

(b) A person, other than a peace offïcer, qualifies for payment of such reward by complying with each of the following 
requirements: 

(1 ) Personally observe the violation; 

(2) Make a prompt record of such violation to any appropriate enforcement agency having jurisdiction; 

(3) Give sufficient identifying infonnation to enable the law enforcement agency to identify the violator; 

(4) At ail times stand ready, willing and able to sign a misdemeanor complaint charging the violator with the of- 
fence, and to testify on behalf of the people of the state at any judicial proceedings; 

(5) Certification by the district attomey to the auditor that the person claiming the reward is in full compliance with 
this section. 

(c) The reward payable under this section shall only be payable if the conviction is obtained, and no more than one hun- 
dred fifty dollars ($150.00) shall be paid for each such conviction. (Ord. No. 1083 §§ 2—4.) 



^ As to destroying, injuring, etc., trees, flowers, etc., in cenietery, see § 9-2 of this code. 

' As to littering generally, see § 22-3 of this code. 

'* As to posting handbills, etc., in parks, see Chapter 20 of this code. 

^ As to dogs generally, see Chapter 5 of this code. 

*' As to committing nuisance on airport, see § 3-2 of this code. As to depositing rubbish, etc., in roadways or driveways of cemeteries, see § 9-3. As to 

placing trash, rubbish, etc., in parks, see § 20-18. As to littering generally, see § 22-3. 
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Sec. 19-6.1. Polystyrène food packaging. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to decrease the use and présence of polystyrène products in order to promote 
the public health, reduce solid waste disposai and litter, protect air quality and the ozone layer, protect wildlife, livestock and 
the environment. 

(b) Findings. The board of supervisors does hereby find that: 

( 1 ) Current available évidence shows that polystyrène foam food or drink containers create or contribute to signifi- 
cant health and litter problems in the county of Sonoma; 

(2) Polystyrène foam food or drink containers are an ubiquitous and light-weight source of litter. Because they are 
not biodégradable, they constitute a large portion of accumulated litter; 

(3) The light weight of polystyrène containers enables them to fly into county waterways and livestock enclosures 
where they may be ingested causing illness or death to wildlife and domestic animais or livestock; 

(4) Médical évidence exists suggesting that styrène, a toxic chemical, may leach into food or drink from polystyrène 
foam containers, jeopardizing the public health; 

(5) Available évidence shows that blowing agents used in polystyrène foam manufacture damage the ozone layer 
protecting the earth from dangerous ultraviolet radiation and may create lower-level air pollution. While some polystyrène 
foam manufacturers hâve begun to use less dangerous blowing agents which are less damaging to the environment, air qual- 
ity and ozone protection continue to be threatened; 

(6) In addition, polystyrène foam food containers présent a solid waste management problem in Sonoma County. 
Such containers require solid waste disposai in county landfills, which may expérience fires. Evidence suggests that uncon- 
trolled incinération of polystyrène foam may release toxic émissions threatening air quality and public health. Complex 
chemical reactions may occur releasing potentially harmful émissions or leachate; 

(7) The présence of polystyrène foam in the county 's waste stream is particularly problematic because there is cur- 
rently no market for the recycling of the polystyrène foam; 

(8) Alternatives to polystyrène foam food or drink containers are readily available in the fonn of paper or nondis- 
posable packaging; 

(9) The collection of polystyrène litter and the disposai of polystyrène waste results in direct costs to the county; 

(10) Thèse findings are based on information and recommendations contained in the director of public works' letter 
dated April 25, 1989 and the public health officer's letter dated March 23, 1989; 

(11) This section is consistent with the solid waste management plan of the county of Sonoma, and the législative 
intent and findings of the state of Califomia Solid Waste Management and Resource Recovery Act of 1972. 

(c) Définitions. 

(1) "Polystyrène foam" means any styrène or vinyl chloride monomer or polymer which is blown, molded or ex- 
truded into a foam-like material. 

(2) "Polystyrène foam food packaging" means any food packaging which contains any polystyrène foam. 

(3) "Person" or "anyone" means any natural person, firm, corporation, partnership or other organization or group, 
however organized. 

(4) "Food packaging" means ail bags, sacks, wrapping, container, bowls, plates, trays, cartons, cups, straws and lids, 
on or in which any foods or beverages are placed or packaged or are intended to be placed or packaged. 

(5) "County premises" means ail lands, water, buildings or premises owned by or leased to the county of Sonoma. 

(d) Violations and Penalties. Any person who, while on county premises, wilfully possesses, gives, receives, lends, offers 
or exposes for sale, uses, delivers, furnishes, transfers or disposes of any polystyrène foam food packaging is guilty of an 
infraction, punishable by a fine not exceeding two-hundred fifty dollars ($250.00). 

(e) [nterpretation. This section is not intended and shall not be construed to apply to any substance or activity which is 
regulated by fédéral or state law or to unduly interfère with the achievement of fédéral or state regulatory activities. It is the 
intention of the board of supervisors that this section shall be interpreted to be compatible with fédéral and state enactments 
and in furtherance of the public purposes which those enactments express. 

(f) Exemptions. The board of supervisors or its authorized agent may exempt an item or type of packaging from the re- 
quirements of this ordinance upon a showing that imposing the requirements of this section on that item would cause undue 
hardship. Items of polystyrène foam food packaging required to be purchased under contract entered into prior to or within 
six (6) months of the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter are exempt from the provisions of this section. 
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The board of supervisors or its authorized agent may exempt an item or type of packaging in the case of a county conces- 
sionaire for a period not to exceed six (6) months from the effective date of said ordinance. (Ord. No. 4013 § 1.) 

Sec. 19-7. Obstructing, etc., passage along, etc., or use of streets, sidewalks, tunnels, entrances 
to buildings, etc.^ 

(a) No person shall stand in or upon any street, sidewalk or other public way open for pedestrian travel, or otherwise 
occupy any portion thereof in such a manner as to annoy or moiest any pedestrian thereon, or so as to obstruct or unreasona- 
bly interfère with the free passage of pedestrians. 

(b) No person shall loiter in any tunnel, pedestrian subway, or on any bridge or overpass, or at or near the entrance 
thereto or exit therefiom, or at or near any abutment or retaining wall adjacent to such entrance or exit, or any retaining wall 
or abutment adjacent to any freeway, street or highway open and used for vehicular traffic, or adjacent to that 



' As lo loitering in cemetery, see § 9-4 of this code. As to liighways, roads and bridges generally, see Chapter 1 5. 
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portion thereof used for vehicular traffic, or on any public property in the proximity of such bridge, overpass or retaining 
wall or abutment. 

(c) No person shall sit, lie or sleep in or upon any street, sidewalk or other public way. 

The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to persons sitting on the curb portion of any sidewalk or street 
while attending or viewing any lawfully conducted parade; nor shall the provisions of this subsection apply to persons 
sitting upon benches or other seating facilities lawfully provided for such purpose. 

(d) No person shall sit or stand on or at the entrance of any church, hall, theater, school or other place of public 
assemblage in any manner so as to obstruct such entrance. 

(e) No person shall block, impede or obstruct any public place or any entrance, exit or approach to any place of 
business in or upon any public place in a manner calculated or with the intent to prevent, delay, hinder or interfère with 
the free passage therealong or there through of any other person who is entering, occupying or leaving any place of 
business, or who is performing any services or labor, or who is seeking or obtaining employment, or who is purchasing, 
selling, using, delivering, transporting or receiving any goods, wares, merchandise, services, entertainment, accommoda- 
tions or articles, or who is attempting or seeking to do any of the foregoing; provided, that nothing contained herein 
shall apply to lawful picketing. 

(f) The provisions of this section shall not apply to encroachments permitted by the director of public works pursuant 
to Article III of Chapter 15. (Ord. No. 1152 §§ 1—6.) 

Sec. 19-8. Shooting, hunting, etc. — From or on road or highway prohibîted.^ 

It shall be unlawful for any person to pursue, take, kill or destroy, hunt, shoot or shoot at any wild animal, game or 
bird, or to shoot or discharge any fïrearms from, or on any of the county roads or public highways within the county. 
(Ord. No. 53 § 1.) 

Sec. 19-9. Consumption of alcoholic beverages on public streets. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to consume any béer, wine or other alcoholic beverages at any time on any public 
highway, road, street, sidewalk, lane, alley or parking lot open for public use within the county of Sonoma. (Ord. No. 
1788 § 1.) 

Sec. 19-10. Public urination and défécation and exposure for purposes thereof. 

(a) The board of supervisors of Sonoma county hereby fïnds and déclares that public urination and défécation and 
the exposure to public view of private parts for the purpose of urination or défécation are offensive ta the community 
including those who become unwilling spectators of such acts. Such acts and the results of such acts are health hazards 
and also contribute tb the détérioration of the county's appearance. County employées charged with the maintenance 
and préservation of roads, streets and public areas are unduly burdened with the task of removing and cleaning and 
restoring such public areas to their original condition. It is in the public interest and necessary to the public health, safety 
and welfare that public places and places exposed to public view be available for use and used and enjoyed by as many 
people as possible, free from such acts and the results of such public urination or défécation. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person over the âge of ten (10) years to wilfuUy urinate or defecate in a public place 
or in a place exposed to public view. 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person over the âge of ten ( 10) years to wilfully expose his person or private parts 
for the purpose of urination or défécation in a public place or in a place exposed to public view in such a manner that 
the genitals, vulva, pubis, pubic symphysis, pubic hair, buttocks, natal cleft, perineum, anus, anal région or pubic hair 
région is exposed to public view. (Ord. No. 2416.) 



*For State law to discharge of firearm from or upon a public road or highway, see Pénal Code § 374c. As to fïrearms, etc., at airport, 
see § 3-14 of this code. As to highways, roads and bridges generally, see Chapter 15. As to discharging firearms in parks, see § 20-1 1. 
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Sec. 19-11. Nudity prohibited on public property and on private property open to public view. 

(a) The board of supervisors of Sonoma County hereby fmds and déclares that the parks, playgrounds, beaches and 
places hereof shall be available for the use, benefit, récréation and enjoyment of ail citizens and résidents of this county; 
it is in the public interest, and necessary to the public health, safety and welfare that said places be utilized and enjoyed 
by as many persons as possible; the présence of persons in a state of nudity on any public property or on any private 
property open to public view from any public beach, playground, park, public place or public right-of-way, unreasonably 
interfères with the right of ail persons to use and enjoy said places, discourages the use and enjoyment of said places, 
créâtes a nuisance, and is offensive to the sensés of members of the public who wish to use and enjoy said places and 
who are unwillingly exposed to such conduct, is offensive to the sensés of persons residing in the vicinity of such places 
and interfères with said résidents' free use and comfortable enjoyment of their property; such conduct and behavior 
imposes an extraordinary and unusual burden on county employées charged with the maintenance of said places and 
the préservation of the safety and wellbeing thereof. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in Section 20-16, it shall be unlawful for any person over the âge of ten (10) years 
to appear in the unincorporated are of Sonoma County on or in any public place, or in any place open to the public or 
exposed to public view in such a manner that the genitals, vulva, pubis, pubic symphysis, pubic hair, buttocks, natal 
cleft, perineum, anus, anal région, or pubic hair région of any person, or any portion of the areola of the breast of any 
female person other than a female person breast-feeding a child, is exposed to public view or is not covered by an opaque 
covering. 

(c) It is the intent of this board of supervisors to prohibit nudity on public property and on private property open to 
public view even when such nudity is not sexually motivated or otherwise lewd. 

(d) This section shall not apply to live theatrical performances performed in a theater, concert hall or other similar 
establishment. 

(e) Upon the first conviction for violation of this section, every person so convicted is guilty of an infraction and shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding fifty dollars ($50.00). Upon the second and each subséquent conviction for violation 
of this ordinance, every person so convicted is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for a term not exceeding six (6) months, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. (Ord. No. 3918; Ord. No. 2422.) 

Sec. 19-12. Injuring or teasing a police dog. 

No person shall injure, tease, agitate, kick, strike, torture or otherwise interfère with any police dog while said dog 
is in the custody of or being used by a law enforcement officer in the performance of his officiai duties. 

As used in this section, police dog shall mean any dog specially trained for assistance to law enforcement officers. 
(Ord. No. 3093 § 1.) 

Sec. 19-13. Display of material which is harmfui to minors. 

Display of material which is harmfui to minors, as defined in Section 313 of the Califomia Pénal Code, in a public 
place, other than a public place from which minors are excluded, is prohibited, unless a device commonly known as 
a blinder rack is placed in front of such material, so that the lower two-thirds of the material is not exposed to view. 
(Ord. No. 4749 § 2, 1994.) 

Sec. 19-14. Possession of firearms on county property prohibited. 

(a) Misdemeanor. Every person who brings onto or possesses on county property a firearm, loaded or unloaded, or 
ammunition for a firearm is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(b) County Property. As used in this section, the term "county property" means real property, including any buildings 
thereon, owned or leased by the county of Sonoma (hereinafter "county"), and in the county 's possession, or in the 
possession of a public or private entity under contract with the county to perform a public purpose, including but not 
limited to real property owned or leased by the county in the unincorporated and incorporated portions of the county, 
such as the County Fairgrounds in the city of Santa Rosa, but does not include any "local public building" as defined 
in Pénal Code Section 171b(c), where the state régulâtes possession of firearms pursuant to Pénal Code Section 171b. 
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(c) Firearin. "Firearm" means any gun, pistol, revolver, rifle or any device, designed or modified to be used as a weapon, 
from which is expelled through a barrel a projectile by the force of an explosion or other forni of combustion. "Firearm" 
does not include imitation firearms or BB guns and air rifles as defined in Government Code Section 53071.5. 

(d) Ammunition. "Ammunition" means any ammunition as defmed in Pénal Code Section 123 16(b)(2). 

(e) Exceptions. Section 9.14(a) does not apply to the following: 

(1) A peace officer as defmed in Title 3, Part 2, Chapter 4.5 of the Califomia Pénal Code (Section 830 et seq.), 
whether active or honorably retired and authorized by law to carry a concealed firearm; 

(2) A guard or messenger of a fînancial institution, a guard of a contract carrier operating an armored vehicle, a li- 
censed private investigator, patrol operator, or alarni company operator, or uniformed security guard as thèse occupations are 
defined in Pénal Code Section 1203 l(b) and who hoids a valid certificate issued by the Department of Consumer Affairs 
under Pénal Code Section 12033, while actually employed and engaged in protecting and preserving property or life within 
the scope of his or her employment; 

(3) A person holding a valid hcense to carry a firearm issued pursuant to Pénal Code Secfion 12050; 

(4) The possession of a firearm by an authorized participant in a motion picture, télévision, video, dance, or theatri- 
cal production pemiitted by the county, or a cérémonial event pennitted by the county including, but not limited to, a céré- 
monial event conducted by a vétérans organization, when the participant lawfully uses the firearm as part of that production 
or event; provided, that when such firearm is not in the actual possession of the authorized participant, it is secured to pre- 
vent unauthorized use; 

(5) A person lawfully transporting firearms or ammunition in a motor vehicle on county roads; 

(6) A person lawfully using a target range operated by the Santa Rosa Junior Collège, the Sonoma County sheriff s 
department, or any other state or local law enforcement agency; 

(7) A fédéral criminal investigator or law enforcement officer; 

(8) A member of the military forces of the state of Califomia or of the United States while engaged in the perform- 
ance of his or her duty; 

(9) A person who brings onto or possesses on county property a firearm for the purpose of turning the firearm into 
the Sonoma County sheriff s department or any other public officiai or employée authorized to take possession of the fire- 
arm; or 

(10) The possession of a firearm for the purpose of conducting a fiind-raising event by a registered nonprofit organi- 
zation. Any firearm brought onto county property pursuant to this subsection shall at ail times be secured with an appropriate 
trigger lock. In addition to the provisions of this Section 19-14, the county officiai responsible for the opération of the facil- 
ity or property where the fund-raising event is to be conducted may establish and enforce additional requirements regarding 
the manner in which the fireanns are displayed during the event. (Ord. No. 5227 § 1 , 2000; Ord. No. 52 1 8 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 19-15. Camping and vehicle habitation, prohibited on public streets, etc. 

(a) Définitions. For the purposes of this section, the following définitions shall apply: 

( 1 ) "Camper" means a structure designed to be mounted upon a vehicle (as defined by Section 670 of the Califomia. 
Vehicle Code) and which provides facilities for human habitation or camping purposes; 

. (2) "Camping" means sleeping, cooking, setting up housekeeping, pitching a tent or other temporary shelter, and/or 
using camp paraphemalia; includes the verb, to "camp"; 

(3) "House car" means a vehicle (as defined by Section 670 of the Califomia Vehicle Code) originally designed, or 
pennanently altered, and equipped for human habitation, or to which a camper has been permanently attached; 

(4) "Human habitation" means spending three (3) or more consécutive hours in a single or nearby location for the 
purpose of cooking, eafing, cleaning, resting, recreafing and/or sleeping. 

(b) Use of Vehicles for Human Habitation Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to use a vehicle, 
camper, house car, boat, or trailer for human habitation on or in any public street, alley way or parking area, or any privately 
owned off-street parking area which is held open for the common public use of retail customers. 

(c) Camping on Public Property Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to camp in any public park, on 
any public street or on any other public property, except in a designated public campground or by authority of a written per- 
mit issued by the county. 
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(d) Camping on Private Property Prohibited Absent Owner Permission. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to 
camp on any private property without first obtaining the written permission of the owner or other person(s) in lawful posses- 
sion of the property. 

(e) Exceptions. Notwithstanding the prohibition against human habitation in vehicles and camping on public or private 
property, it is not the intent of this section to prohibit persons, when necessary for their safety or the safety of others, to pull 
off the public road and sleep, whether inside or outside their vehicles. 

(f) Penalty for Violation. Any person who violâtes this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. Except where other penalties 
are specified, each offense may be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($ 1 00.00) nor more than five hun- 
dred dollars ($500.00), or by the imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed sixty (60) days, or by both such fine and im- 
prisonment. (Ord. No. 5508 § 1, 2004.) 

Article II. AIDS Discrimination. 

Sec. 19-30. Policy. 

It is the policy of the county of Sonoma to eliminate discrimination based on the fact that a person has AIDS or a re- 
lated condition, or HIV infection. In adopting the ordinance codified in this article, the board of supervisors of the county 
of Sonoma does not intend to proscribe any activity the proscription of which would constitute an infringement of the 
Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of the state of Califomia. Recognizing that existing fédéral 
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and State enactments proscribe such discrimination in some, but not ail, circumstances, tbe board ânds tbat sucfa 
enactments do not occupy the fîeid of such arbitiaiy discrimination, but that local régulation is both necessaiy and proper. 
This article is not intended, and shall not be construed, to apply to any person or activity which is regulated by fédéral 
or State law, to the extent that application of this article wculd conflict with such law or would unduly interfère with 
ihe achievement of fédéral or state regulatory objectives. It is the intention of the board of supervisors that this article 
shall be interpreted to be compatible with fédérai and state enactments, and in fiirtherance of the public pohcies which 
those enactments express. (Ord. No. 4749 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4291 § 2, 1990.) 

Sec. 19-31. Findings. 

The board of supervisors bas studied documents and heard testimony, and makes the following findings: 

(a) AIDS is a deadly disease which affects a substandai number of Sonoma County résidents; 

(b) AIDS is caused by infection with human immune virus (HIV, "AIDS virus"), which is transmitted through 
signifïcant exposure to certain body fluids, most notably blood and semen. The human immune virus cannot be 
transmitted through casual contact or through the handiing of food by infected persons; 

(c) Nevertheless, unreasonable fear of contracting the disease has caused landloids, employers and providers of services 
to discriminate against persons believed to be infected with the AIDS viras; 

(d) Such discrimination causes additional burdens to be placed on those persons or entities who do not discriminate. 
particulaiiy on public and private nonprofît groups engaged in health and social services to persons with AIDS; 

(e) Sucfa discrimination by landlords, employers and providers of services gives those who engage in discriminatory 
practices an unfair compétitive advantage over those who do not; 

(f) Such discrimination is against the pubhc policy of the state of Califomia and the United States, but state and fédéral 
enactments do not address ail aspects of such discrimination, nor do they preempt local législation. Local action is 
therefore necessary to address the local impacts of such discrimination. (Ord. No. 4749 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4291 § 3, 
1990.) 

Sec. 19-32. Prohibited conduct 

(a) Discrimination Prohibited. Discrimination against any person because that person has or is perceived to hâve AIDS, 
an HTV condition, or any disease which cannot be casually transmitted, is prohibited. 

(b) Retaliation Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to discriminate against a person who has or who is 
believed to hâve: 

(1) Opposed any act or practice made unlawful by this article; 

(2) Supported this article or its enforcement; 

(3) Filed a complaint under this article; 

(4) Testified, assisted or proceeded in any way in any investigation, proceeding or litigation under this article. 
(Ord. No. 4749 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4291 § 4, 1990.) 

Sec. 19-33. Définitions. 

As used in this article, the words or phrases listed beiow shall hâve the following meanings: 

"AIDS" means Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. 

"Business entity" means any person, parmership, corporation or other entity, whether public or private, however 
organized, which provides goods or services to the public. The existence of membership requirements does not exempt 
any organization if (1) the only requirement for membership is payment of dues, or (2) membership is res&icted only 
by occupation, gender, âge or similar qualification which includes a substantial number of Sonoma County résidents, 
with or withoui dues. 

"Discrimination" includes, but is not limited to, the following actions affecting a person based upon the knowledge 
or perception that the person has an HTV disease or infection: 

(1) By an employer: limiting, segregating, classifying or taking any adverse action against an otherwise qualifîed 
employée or job applicant; 
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(2) By an employer not making leasonable accommodations to the limitations of an otherwise qualified applicant 
or employée so as to deprive any individual of employment opponunities, or otiierwise adveisely affect fais or her status 
as an employée; 

(3) By an ençloyen to fail or lefiise to refer for employment any individual, or otherwise to disciiminate against 
any individual; 

(4) By an educational institution: to deny admission, services or use and enjoyment of fadlities, or to impose 
différent teims or conditions upon admission, services, or use and enjo}anent of services; 

(5) By a health care provider or business entity: to exclude from participation in or be denied tiie benefits of the 
services, programs or activities of the provider or entity, or to provide such services, programs or activities on less 
favorable teims; 

(6) By any person: doing any of the acts described in this définition of discrimination because a poson associâtes 
with a person who bas or is perceived to hâve an HTV condition; 

(7) In housing: to refuse to rent or lease a rental unit, refuse to negotiate for the rental or lease of a lental unit, 
evict from a rental unit, or otherwise deny to or withhold a rental unit or services connected therewith ôom any person, 
or to rent or lease a rental unit or provide related services on less favorable terms. 

"Educational instimtion'* means any corporation, parmeiship or business entity engaged in training, classes or éducation 
of adults or children. 

"Employer^ means any person regularly empioying one or more persons, or any person acting directly or indirectly 
as the agent of an employer, inciuding an employment agency. 

"Health care provider" means any person or facility licensed or certified by the state or any emergency médical services 
agency to provide healtii care, inciuding médical transport, prehospital emeigency care, dental care and mental health 
care. 

"HTV" means the infections agent known as human immune virus, human immunodeficiency virus, HTLV-in, LAV 
or AIDS virus. 

"HTV condition" means AIDS. AIDS-rclated complex, or HIV infection. 

"Housing" means use or occupancy of any rental unit, inciuding dwelling units, guest roonïs, hôtel or motel rooms, 
suites or dormitories rented or offered for rent for living or dwelling purposes, the land and building appurtenant thereto, 
and ail services, privilèges and facilities supplied; in connection with the use of occupancy thereof . This term shall also 
inciude mobilehomes whether rent is paid for the mobiiehome and the land upon which it is located, or rent is paid for 
the land alone. 

"Otherwise qualified" describes a person witii an HTV condition who, with or witiiout leasonable modifications to rules, 
poiicies or practices or the provision of auxiliary aids or services, meets the essential eligibility lequirements for the 
receipt of services or participation in programs or activities or for employment or housing. 

*Terson" includes any individual or légal entity, public or private, located or doing business within the unincorporated 
area of Sonoma County. (Ord. No. 4749 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4291 § 5, 1990.) 

Sec. 19-34. Exceptions. 

(a) Owner-Occupied Dwellings. Nothing in this article shall be construed to apply to the rental or leasing of any 
housing unit in which the owner or lessor or any member of his or her family occupies the same dwelling unit as the 
prospective tenant 

(b) Employée Benefit Systems. Nothing in this article is intended to require an employer to violate the conditions of 
a bona fide employée benefit program. Notwithstanding the foregoing, an employée benefit program which prohibits 
or is construed to prohibit the hiring of any person who would otherwise be required to be hired under the provisions 
of this article, or which purports to exclude coverage of HTV conditions either by its express terms or by exclusion of 
conditions such as sexually transmitted diseases or transfusion-reiated conditions, is to that extent void as against public 
fjolicy. 

(c) In-Home Employers. Nothing in this article shall ^ply to employment of individuals to perfonn services in the 
place of résidence of the employer. 

(d) Bona Bde Occupational Qualifications. Nothing in this article shall be deemed to prohibit sélection or rejection 
based upon a bona fide occupational qualification or the lack thereof. However, in any action brought under this article. 
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if a party asserts that an otherwise prohibited pracdce is justified by a bona fide occupational qualification, that party 
shall hâve the burden of proving: (1) that the discrimination is in fact a necessary resuit of bona fide occupational 
qualification; and (2) that there exists no less discriminatory means of satisfiying the occupational qualification. 

(e) Lawful Insurance Practices. Discrimination as defined in this article does not include actions taken by insurance 
companies which are expressly pennitted by state or fédéral law with respect to applicants or covered persons or groups. 

(f) Religions Organizations. Discrimination as defined in this article does not include bona fide restrictions by religions 
organizations limiting employment or services to persons of the same religion. (Qrd. No. 4749 § 1 , 1994; Ord. No. 4291 
§ 6, 1990.) 

Sec. 19-35. Enforcement 

(a) Any aggrieved person may enforce the provisions of this article by means of a civil action for damages, injunction 
and such otfaer relief as the court may allow. 

(b) Any person who permits, or who proposes to commit, an act in violation of this article may be enjoined therefirom 
by a court of compétent jurisdiction. An action for injunction under this section may be brought by any aggrieved person, 
by the county counsel, district attomey or by any person or entity which will fairly and adequately represent the interests 
of the protected class. 

(c) The criminal penalties imposed by Chapter 1 of this code shall not apply to violations of this chapter. (Ord. No. 
4749 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4291 § 7, 1990.) 

Sec. 19-36. Limitation of actions. 

Any action or complaint imder this article must be commended within two (2) years of the date upon which the alleged 
discriminatory act occurred. This time period shall not begin to nm until the aggrieved person discovers or with 
reasonable diligence should hâve discovered the discriminatory acL (Ord. No. 4749 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4291 § 8, 1990.) 

Sec. 19-37. Waiver not valid. 

Any written or oral agreement to waive any of the provisions of this article is against the pubhc pohcy and therefore 
void. (Ord. No. 4749 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4291 § 9, 1990.) 

Sec. 19-38. Application. 

(a) The provisions of this article shall apply within the unincorporated area of Sonoma County. 

(b) To the extent permitted by public bidding laws, the coxmty of Sonoma shall require that ail contract supphers of 
goods or services comply with the provisions of this article. The board may waive this requirement upon a finding that 
a specified countervailing public policy requires doing so. (Ord. No. 4749 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4291 § 10, 1990.) 

Sec. 19-39. Severabîiity. 

If any part or provision of this article, or the application of it to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 
remainder of this article shall not be affected thereby, and shaU continue in full force and effecL To this end, the 
provisions of tins article shall be severable. (Ord. No. 4749 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4291 § 11, 1990.) 

Sec. 19-40. Health care providers. 

(a) Nothing in this article (AIDS Discrimination) shall be deemed to require a provider of health care to provide care 
which is inappropriate, or which the provider is not clinically able to provide. 

(b) Referral of a patient to an appropriately hcensed provider who has agreed to accept the patient shall not be deemed 
to constitute discrimination within the meaning of this article. (Ord. No. 4749 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4520 § 1, 1992.) 
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Article III. Noticîng of Options in the Rental of Mobîiehome Park Spaces and Subséquent 

Reporting Obligations. 

Sec. 19-50. Failure to provide rental option notice— Misdemeanor/other penalties. 

The county of Sonoma has herein created an entitlement in favor of ail tenants and applicants for tenancy upon a space 
occupied by a mobilehome (as defined in Section 2-191(i) of the Sonoma County Code) within a mobilehome park (as 
defined in Section 2-1910) of the Sonoma County Code) to choose berween a lease for more than a twelve (12) month 
period, a lease for a period of one year or less, and a month-to-month periodic tenancy. Such tenants and applicants 
for tenancy shall receive notice of their lawfùl rental options from the mobilehome park owner as defined in Section 
2-191(k) pursuant to Article IQ, Chapter 19 of the Sonoma County Code. Any mobilehome park owner who fails to 
provide any person who submits an application for the rental of space in a mobilehome park ("an applicant") with a 
"rental option notice" (as set forth in Section 19-54 of the Sonoma County Code) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
additional penalties under Section 17000 et seq. of the Business and Professions Code. (Ord. No. 51 10 § 1, 1998: Ord. 
No. 5071 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 19-51. Failure to provide a receipt of notice to district attomey — Infraction. 

A receipt for the issuance of the rental option notice described above in Section 19-50 shaU be retumed to the district 
attomey 's office, environmental/consumer law division, La Plaza West, 2300 County Center Drive, Suite B170, Santa 
Rosa, CA 95403. If the applicant refuses or déclines to sign a rental option notice receipt (See Section 19-52 below), 
the parkowner shall exécute the déclaration provided on the authorized receipt fonn stating imder penalty of peijury 
that the rental option notice was timely received on the date claimed, that the applicant refùsed or declined to exécute 
the receipt, and that the parkowner staies that service of the notice was accomplished. Failure to timely file a required 
receipt shall be an infraction punishable by a two hundred fifty dollar (S250.00) fine for a first offense and a five hundred 
dollar ($500.00) fine for every subséquent or contemporaneous additional offense. Failure to file the receipt shall also 
give rise to a presumption that the legally required notice was not provided, and that any more than a twelve month 
lease subsequendy executed was fraudulentiy secured. AU spaces rented to new tenants within the prior twelve months 
may be audited once a year by the district attoraey's office, environmental/consumer law division. (Ord. No. 5071 § 
1, 1997.) 

Sec. 19-52. Form of receipt 

The form of receipt prepared and retumed to the district attomey 's office, environmental/consumer law division, shall 
be substantially identical in language to the example below: 

RENTAL OPTION NOTICE RECEIPT 

I, , hâve submitted an ^phcation for the rental of a space in the Mobilehome Park, , 

operating within an unincorporated area of Sonoma County. This receipt is executed to confirm that I hâve received 
a written notice of my légal right to elect between a month-to-month tenancy (subject to County rem stabilization), 
a lease of twelve (12) months or less (subject to County rent stabilization), or a lease for a period in excess of twelve 
months (NOT subject to County rent stabilization). 



I understand that I am not required to exécute this receipt prior to being handed a copy of the written notice of 
my option. 

Date: 



(print name of applicant) 



Signature 
OR 
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I, , déclare that I hâve served a rental option notice and this receipt upon a person who submined 

an application for the rental of a mobilehome space this day of , 19 , in , 

a mobilehome park within an unincorporated area of Sonoraa County. This déclaration is prepared because the applicani 
refused or declined to exécute this receipt despite the fact that the service of the notice was accomplished. 

I déclare under penalty of peijuiy that the above statement is tnie and correct of my own knowledge. Made this 
day of , 1997 in , County of Sonoma, Califomia. 



Date: 



(print name of déclarant) 



Signature 
(Ord. No. 5071 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 19-53. Notice to renewing space tenants on ieases of more than twelve months in duration. 

Any mobilehome parie owner (as defined in Section 2-191(k)) who fails to provide any person who is renewing the 
more than twelve month lease of a space in a mobilehome park with a "rental option notice" (as set fortfa in Section 
19-54 of the Sonoma County Code) at least thirty (30) days before the expiration of the cuirent lease shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor and addidonal penalties under Section 17(X)0 et seq. of the Business and Professions Code. (Ord. No. 
5071 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 19-54. Fonn of rental option notice. 

The following form, availabie ai the offices of the district aitomey, environmental/consumer law division, or county 
council, must be used to provide formai notice to current tenants and non-tenant inquirers regarding rent of their 
mobilehome park space rental option under the Sonoma County Code: 

RENTAL OPnON NOTICE 

as required by 

Chapter 19, Secdon 19-50 et seq. of the Sonoma County Code 

[PARK NAME] 
[PARK ADDRESS] 
[PARK PHONE] 

INQUIRER'S NAME (PRINT): 

OR 



RENEWING TENANTS NAME (PRINT): 

MOBILEHOME SPACE ADDRESS OF SUBJECT SPACE 



The base rent that is now charged the current tenant, or, if there is no current tenant, that was last charged the prior 
tenant, for the space referenced above is: 



The base rent that will be charged for the space to any new homeowner is: 

S . 
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The monthly charge on a more than twelve month lease to the (circle one) présent tenant/prior tenant (if the space 
is unoccupied) for the space referenced above is: 

S . 

The month-to-montfa charge on a tenant who elects net to renew the more than twelve month lease for the space 
referenced above is: 
$ . 

READ AND INITLAL EACH OF THE FOLLOWING TO INDICATE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
PROVISIONS OR AFFIRMATION OF EVENTS: 

1.) I hâve been offered the option of a tenancy of twelve months or iess. 

2.) I hâve received a copy of the current Article XIX. Chapter 2 of the Sonoma County Code as a non-tenant 

inquirer into rental of the space (which is not exempt from local rent control). 

or 

I am aware that the Mobilehome Park Space Rent Stabilization Program does not apply to me as a current tenant 



of a mobilehome space mider a more than twelve month lease, but I know î can secure information upon the law from 
±e Sonoma County Code beginning at Section 2-190. 

3.) If I hâve been offered a lease with a term of more than twelve months, I acknowledge that I may fireely 

negotiate with the park regarding the terms of that agreemenL 

4.) I tmderstand that if I elect to sign a lease with a term of more than twelve months that my space rent will 

not be govemed by the Sonoma County Mobilehome Paiic Space Rent Stabilization Program. 

5.) I understand that under Sonoma County Code Section 19-55, additional qualiiying requirements cannot be 

imposed upon me as a mobilehome purchaser if I elect the option of a lease for a period of one year or Iess, or a 
month-to-month periodic tenancy, except as may be otherwise allowed by Civil Code Section 798.74, its succes- 
sor/related stamtes, or other relevant provisions of law. 

6.) I understand that I may be lawfiilly requîred as a new tenant to assume the remainder of the prior tenant' s 

remaining term under my predecessor's rental agreement if the express terms of the existing rental agreement so 
provides. 

7.) I hâve been advised I must assume the remainder of a prior tenant's remaining term imder the express terms 

of a rental agreement first executed prior to March 15, 1998 (or other date: ). 



Inquirer/Renewal Tenant Date 

It shall be a misdemeanor to materially alter this form and attempt to use it as a substitute for the officiai contents 
of this form. (Ord. No. 5093 § 1, 1998: Ord. 5071 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 19-55. Efforts to thwart the exercise of the rental option — Mîsdemeanor/other penalties. 

Any and ail conduct intended to chîll the lights conferred upon tenants and prospective tenants to exercise their légal 
rental options granted under this article of the Sonoma County Code is prohibited. Any purchaser qualifications that 
are proposed to be reduced or reiieved for "more than one year" lessees (as opposed to "Iess than one year" lessees and 
month-to-month tenants) shall be prima facie évidence of an effort to chill and/or deny prospective mobilehome park 
space tenants their rights under the county code in the absence of a showing that such qualifications are authorized under 
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Civil Code Section 798.74 or other relevant provisions of law. Such conduct shall be unlawftil, and persons who commit 

such conduct or hâve their agents commit such conduct shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and additional penalties under 
Section 17000 et seq. of the Business and Professions Code. However, a new tenant may be lawfiilly required to assume 
the remainder of the prior tenant' s remaining term under a predecessor's. binding rental agreement if the express tenns 
of such rental agreement so provides. (Qrd. No. 5093 § 2, 1998.) 

Sec. 19-56. Existing contractual rights — Not impaired. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to impair existing contract rights enjoyed by mobilehome parkowners. Rental 
agreements that require the assumption by a new tenant of the remaining tenn under such agreements shall not be 
disturbed to the extent such agreements were executed on or before March 15, 1998 or the operative date of this section, 
whichever should be iater. In such circumstances rental options are not availabié to the prospective tenant, but the rental 
option notice shall still be distributed to such prospective tenants and a receipt of nodce shall be dispatched to the district 
attomey as required under Section 19-51 of the Sonoma County Code. (Ord. No. 5093 § 2, 1998.) 
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CHAPTER19A 
SMALL ARM DEVICE ORDINANCE 



Article I. Small Ann Device Ordinance. 

§ 19A-1. Définitions. 

§ 19A-2. Use of small aim device on pablic lands prohibited. 

§ 19A-3. Possession and nse of small ann device by minor. 

§ 19A-4. RespoDsifaUity of parent or goardian. 

§ 19A-5. Restrictions on ose of small ann device in safety zones. 

Article II. Licanses to Sell Firaarms. 

§ 19A-10 Shenff designaled as licensing autboiity. 
§ 19A-11. Licensing fées. 

Article 1. Smali Arm Device Ordinance. 
Sec. 19A-1. Définitions. 

(a) For purposes of this ordinance, the term "small arm device" sliail mean any pistol, revolver, gun, rifle of any 
caliber, shotgun of any gauge, air gun, BB gun, blow gun, slingshot, longbow, crossbow, or any weapcMi or instrument 
which throws or propels bullets, pellets or missiles of any kind by means of explosive powder, compressed or fOTced 
air or gas,. springs, eiastic nibber or like substance or fOTce. 

(b) For puiposes of this ordinance, the term "posied" land shall mean land where signs forbidding tiespass, shooting 
or hunting aie displayed along ail exterior boundaries at intervais of not moie than 1750 feet apsit and at the entrance 
of ail loads and trails entering such land. (Ord. No. 2413.) 

Sec. 19A-2. Use of small arm device on public lands prohibited. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by law, any person who discharges a small arm device as defmed herein within or 
into a public park, posted campgiound, or posted publicly owned utilily right of way or flood control channel within 
the county of Sonoma, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by fme not exceeding S500 or by im|nisonment 
not exceeding six months or both. In addition, any person found guilty of such offense whose offense causes destruction 
of or damage to public or private property shall pay to the owner of such property the full cost of replacement or repair 
thereof. 

(b) This ordinance shall not «^jply to persons exempt from its provisions by state or local law. (Ord. No. 2413.) 

Sec. 19A-3. Possession and use of small arm device by minor. 

(a) No minor under the âge of twelve (12) years may be in possession of a small arm device in the county of Sonoma 
unless such minor is accompanied by his parent, guardian or a responsible adult. 

(b) No minor over the âge of twelve (12) years and under the âge of fourteen (14) years may be in possession of a 
small arm device in the county of Sonoma unless such minor (1) is accompanied by his parent, guardian or a responsible 
adult or (2) is on the private property of his parent or guardian and has on his person both the dated written permission 
of his parent or guardian to be in possession of said small arm device and one of the following: (i) a valid Califomia 
Hunting License, or (ii) a Califomia Hunter's Safety Certificate, or (iii) if in possession of a speargun, a valid Califomia 
Fishing License. 

(c) No minor over the âge of fourteen (14) years and under ihe âge of eighteen (18) years may be in possession of 
a small arm device in the county of Sonoma unless such minor (1) is accompanied by his parent, guardian or 
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responsible adult, or (2) hns on his person the dated written permission of his parent or guardian to be in possession 
of said smali arm device and one of the following: (i) a valid Califomia Hunling License, or (ii) a Califomia Hunter's 
Safety Certificate, or (iii) if in possession of a speargun, a valid Califomia Fishing License. 

(d) No minor in possession of a small arm device may be on private property in the county of Sonoma unless such 
miner is accompanied by the owner or controller of such property or is in possession of the dated written consent of 
the owner or controller of such property. 

(e) For purposes of this section, the term "responsible adult" shall mean a person over eighteen (18) years of âge in 
immédiate possession of (1) a valid Califomia Hunting License, or (2) a Califomia Hunter Safety Certificate or (3) a 
Califomia Fishing License if the small arm device which is posscssed by the minor is a speargun. 

(f) Violation of this section is a misdemeanor and shall be punishable on fïrst offense by fine of $25 and on each 
subséquent offense by fine of not less than $100 nor more than $500. (Ord. No. 2413). 

Sec. 19A-4. Responsîbility of parent or guardian. 

(a) Any parent or guardian who permits or suffers a minor in his care and custody to violate any provisions of this 
ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable on first offense by fine of $25 and on any subséquent offense 
by fine of not less than S 100 nor more than $500. Any such parent or guardian shall be liablc for any damages suffered 
by third persons or agencies by reason of violation of this ordinance by the said minor to the full extent provided by 
State law. (Ord. No. 2413.) 

Sec. 19.A-5. Restrictions on use of small arm device in safety zones. 

(a) Any peison who discharges any small ami device wiihin 150 yards of any building, dwelling house, camp, or other 
place where hunun beings inhabit, assemble, fréquent, or pass, exccpting pubiicly maintaincd roads, said 150 yard area 
being hereby declared a "safety zone." is guilty of a misdemeanor and is punishable by imprisonment in the county jail 
for not more than six months or by fine not excceding $5(X).(X), or by both such fine and imprisonment. As used in this 
section **inhabited" means currently being used for dwelling purposes, whciher occupicd or not. 

(b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

(i) peace officers or persons summoned by peace officers to assist in making arrests or preserving the peace, or 
members of the armed services of the United States, the National Guard, or the state guard, or persons employed by 
the county, state or by the United States to destroy predatory animais, birds, or pests. while such persons are acting in 
the lawful discharge of their duties: 

(ii) persons using a small arm device in the lawful défense of self, third panics, or livestock or other property 
of the user; 

(iii) persons discharging or fuing small arms dcviccs or causing ihem to be discharged or fired at a lawfully 
established firing, shooting, or target range with consent of the owner and/or person in charge of any such firing, shooting 
or target range; 

(iv) owners or employées of a lawfully establLshcd business lo scll or repair small arms devices who test discharge 
or fïre such devices inio bullct traps: 

(v) persons who hâve a.skcd for and reccived in writing the consent of ail owners and inhabitants of buildings, 
dwelling houses, camps or other pbces within the declared safety zone; 

(vi) persons using a small arm device as a neccs-sary tool during coasuniciion or modification of any structure 
pursuant to a valid building permit issued by the county of Sonoma. (Ord. No. 2979 § 1.) 

Article II. Licenses to Sell Firearms. 

Sec. 19A-10. Sheriff designated as licensing authority. 

The Sheriff is designated as the licensing authority for the régulation of the business of sclling, leasing or transferring 
fireamis pursuant to the provisions of the Pénal Code Section 12071. (Ord. No. 4573 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 3936, 1988.) 
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Sec. 19A-11. Licensing fées. 

The Sheiiff is authorized and directed to collect a fee for the administration of the licensing required by Pénal Code 
Section 12071. The fee will be established by ordinance of the board of supervisors of the county. (Ord. No. 4573 § 
1, 1992: Ord. No. 3936, 1990.) 
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PARKS AND RECREATION 

CHAFIER20 
PARKS AND RECREATION' 

Article I. In General. 

§ 20-1 Violating posted rules and régulations for beach, swimming or boating facilities. 

Article II. Parks Generaliy. 

§ 20-2 Définitions. 

§ 20-3 Parks in gênerai. 

§ 20-4 Closure of land and water areas. 

Article III. Personal Conduct. 

§ 20-5 Property. 

§ 20-6 Plant life. 

§ 20-7 Plants, animais and hisioric material. 

§ 20-8 Animais. 

§ 20-8.5 Dogs in parks located within the coastal zone. 

§ 20-9 Hunting and fishing. 

§ 20-10 Pires. 

§ 20-11 Fireaims. 

§ 20-12 Fireworks. 

§ 20-13 Alcoholic beverages. 

§ 20-14 Abusive language — ^Disorderly assemblage — ^Disturbance. 

§ 20-15 Gambling. 

§ 20-16 Nudity and disrobing. 

§ 20-17 Soliciting. 

§ 20-18 Rubbish. 

Article IV. Use of Facilities. 

§ 20-19 Récréation confined to spécifie areas. 

§ 20-20 Gatberings and meetings. 

§ 20-21 Curfew. 

§ 20-22 Closing. 

§ 20-23 Peace and quiet. 

§ 20-24 Fées. 

§ 20-25 Camping. 

§ 20-26 Hoiseback riding and hitching. 

§ 20-27 Hildng and riding trails. 

§ 20-28 Swimming areas. 

§ 20-29 Boating. 

§ 20-29.5 Launching ramps and docks. 

Article V. Vehicles. 

§ 20-30 Aircraft. 

§ 20-31 Vehicles. 

§ 20-32 Speed limits. 

§ 20-33 Commercial vehicles. 

§ 20-34 Pedestrian, bicycle and equestrian ways. 



'For State law as to parks generaliy, see Pub. Res. C. § 5001 et seq. As to récréation and park districts, see Pub. Res. C. § 5780 et seq. 
As to amusements, see Ch. 4 of this code. 
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Article VI. Citations and Violations. 

§ 20-35 Citations by park rangers and peace officers. 
Article VII. Ovemight Camping on Certain County-Controlied Lands. 

§ 20-36 Authority and puipose. 

§ 20-37 Définitions. 

§ 20-38 Permit— Required. 

§ 20-39 Same — ^Application — Conditions generally — ^Issuance — ^Term. 

§ 20-40 Designated camping areas to be posted. 

Article VIII. Spud Point Marina. 

§ 20-41 TiUe. 

§ 20-42 Définitions. 

§ 20-43 Duties of park authority and marina supervisor. 

§ 20-44 Violation of article. 

§ 20-45 Owner's responsibility to pay. 

§ 20-46 Time of day restrictions. 

§ 20-47 Minors in marina. 

§ 20-48 Pollution control restrictions. 

§ 20-49 Spécifie use and area restrictions. 

§ 20-50 Tampering with property. 

§ 20-51 Opération, ntiaintenance and docking of vessels. 

§ 20-52 Use of parking area. 

§ 20-53 Rates and fées. 

§ 20-54 Berthing. 

§ 20-55 Additional iules and régulations. 

§ 20-56 Conflict with other laws. 

Article IX. Lake Sonoma. 

§ 20-60 Définitions. 

§ 20-61 Sections incorporaied by référence. 

§ 20-62 Définitions for "director" and "park aufliority". 

Article X. Development Fées for Parks. 

§ 20-65 Park fées for residential development — Generally. 
§ 20-66 Same— Larkfield-Wikiup Smdy area. 

Article XI. County Skate Park Facilities. 

§ 20-80 Définitions. 

§ 20-81 Skate park facility régulations. 

Article i. In General.^ 

Sec. 20-1. Violating posted mies and régulations for beach, swimming or boating facilities.^ 

It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any mies and régulations established for the safety of persons using public 
beach, swimming and boating facilities established by the board of supervisors or by any duly constituted public agency 
when such mies and régulations hâve been conspicuously posted on the public property. (Ord. No. 587 § 3.) 



^As to rivers and streams generally, see Ch. 23 of this code. As to use of motorboats on Russian River, see §§ 23-8 to 23-13. 
^As to jumping or diving fi-om bridges, see § 15-20 of this code. As to use of motorboats on Russian River, see §§ 23-8 to 23-13. 
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Article IL Paries Generally. 

Sec. 20-2. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the foUowing words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respecdvely ascribed to 
them: 

(a) '*Paik^ means ail land or water owned, leased, managed, or controUed by the Sonoma County paik System. 

(b) "Director" means director of régional paries of Sonoma County. 

(c) "Parie authority** means the board, ofiicer or employée of the Sonoma County parie System designated to exercise 
such powers and pof orm such duties pursuant to this ordinance as the board of siQ)eTvisors may prescribe by résolution. 

(d) "Person*" means any individual, fînn, partnership, joint venture, association, concem, corporation, estate, trust, 
business trust, receiver, syndicate, or any other group or combination acting as a unit 

(e) Posting of notices. The tom "posted'' as used herein, unless otherwise indicated, shall mean and require that the 
director or his authorized représentative, shall set aside at the Sonoma County paik Systems in a locaticxi convenient 
to the gênerai public, a bulletin board or similar device upon which shall be posted ail spécial instructions, orders, rules 
and régulations pertaining to each park, including, but not limited to, spécial hours of opération, and spécial instructions 
pertaining to areas where activities are curtailed or restricted. Proof of posting shall be filed in the Sonoma County's 
parks and récréation office. 

(f) "Boat" means any device in or upcHi which persons or property may be carried, over or beneath the surface of 
the water. 

(g) "Aircraft" means any device that is used to carry a person or persons in the air. 

(h) "Juvénile" means any person under the âge of eighteen (18) years. (Ord. No. 1832 § 2.) 

Sec. 20-3. Paries in gênerai. 

AU persons entering the park ^hall remain on such land or water only so long as they abide by the rules and régulations 
of the parie, laws of the state of Califomia, and ail applicable county and/or municipal ordinances; and while on said 
land or water areas, abide by the instructions and directions of duly authorized park authority and abide by such rules 
and régulations when they hâve been conspicuously posted within the park. (Ord. No. 1832 § Z) 

Sec. 20-4. Closure of land and water areas. 

The park or portions thereof, may be closed by the parie auâiority, when, in the opinion of the parie authority, a fîre, 
or a natural or manmade hazard exists that seriously endangers life and limb. Under such conditions and upon such order 
of the park authority, ail persons in the area to be closed shall vacate the premises without delay. 

(a) Notice of the désignation of each hazardous area shall be given by the posting of notices at intervais along tiie 
exterior boundaries of such area or along roads and trails passing through such areas. 

(h) Entry upon closed areas does not jH^ohibit or curtail the entry or use of tiie lands or water by the owner of the 
lands and waters or his nor the entry by any fédéral, state, county or municipal officer upon the closed area in the 
performance of his officiai duties. (Ord. No. 1832 § 2.) 
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Article m. Personal Conduct 

Sec. 20-5. Property. 

No person shall disturb, destroy, remove, deface or injure any property of the park. No person shall eut, carve, peint, 
mark, paste or fasten on any tree, fence, wall, building monument or other property in the park any bill, advertisement 
or inscription without the prior wiitten permission of the park autfaority. 

(a) No person shall climb upon any wall, fence, shelter, building, structure or construction without the permission 
of the park authority. (Ord. No, 1832 § 2.) 

Sec 20-6. Plant life. 

No person shall wilfùlly pull âx)m the ground, tiamp, eut or pick flowers, leaves, limbs or branches, or other parts 
from, or otherwise injure, destroy or de£ace any vine, bush, tiee or other plants of any kind within the boundaries of 
the park, except when pennission is granted by the park authorities. (Ord. No. 1832 § 2.) 

Sec. 20-7. Plants, animais and historié material. 

No person shall remove, harm or destroy any plant, either living or dead, any animal, âsh (see hunting and fîshing, 
Secdon 20-9), reptile, ampfaibian or bird, inciuding their nest and/or eggs, or the disturfoance, removal or destruction 
of articles or artifacts of historical, aichaeological, botanicai, paleontoiogical, geological or minerai resources, in, or ûom 
any park, except when permission is granted by park authorities. (Ord. No. 1832 § 2.) 

Sec 20-8. Animais. 

No person shall be permitted to bring, cany, entice or transport a dog, cat or other animal into the park unless such 
dog, cat or other animai is securely leashed on a maximum six (6) foot leash and in immédiate control of a person at 
ail times. A dog, cat, or other animal is securely leashed within the meaning of this section when said dog, cat, or other 
animai is securely tied or otherwise fastened, or attached to one end of a cfaain, cord, rope, strap or other restraint, the 
other end of which is either securely attached to a stationaiy object or retained in the possession of some person, or 
said dog, cat or other animal is prevented from nmning at large. No dog, cat or other animal shall be peimitted at 
swinuning areas, or any area with public facilities, or in any structure of the park except seeing eye dogs for the benefït 
of a blind person. Dogs may be permitted to nin free in areas which, from time to time, may be set aside by the park 
authority for the spécifie purpose of exercising a dog, provided, however, that the owner or keeper of the dog keeps 
it under control at ail times and does not allow the dog to be beyond the boundaries of the area set aside. 

(a) No person shall permit a dog, cat or other pet to remain outside a tent, camper or enclosed vehicle during the night 

(b) No person shall keep a noisy, vicious or dangerous dog or animal or one which is disturbing the other persons 
in the park and remain therein after the owners hâve been asked by the park authority to leave. 

(c) No pa:son shall leave or deposit dogs, cats, or other animais, fowl or fish within the boundaries of the park. 

(d) No person shall bring a dog into, permit a dog to enter or remain, or possess a dog in the park unless the person 
présents proof that the dog has a valid rabies inoculation or the person présents a valid license for the dog. 

(e) No person shall feed or provide care for any animal, fowl or fish that lives within the boundaries of the park, 
except the feeciïng of water fowl in areas designated by the park authority or the feeding of animais as part of an animal 
removal program approved by the park authority. (Ord. No. 4782 § 24, 1994: Ord. No. 1832 § 2.) 

Sec 20-8.5. Dogs in parks located within the coastal zone. 

(a) There are within the county of Sonoma numerous parks, campgrounds and other recreational sites located within 
the county 's coastal zone, as tiiat area is defîned in the Sonoma County coastal plan certified by the State Coastal 
Commission in December, 1980. A coastal development permit granted by the county of Sonoma is required for any 
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person, including the state of Califomia and its agencies, to undertake to develop an area within this zone, pursuant to 
the Califomia Coastal Act (Public Resources Code section 30000 et seq.). Recommendation 22 of this coastal plan 
provides that if dog prédation of coastal iivestock cannot be effectively controlled, dogs may be prohibited from areas 
directly adjacent to vulnérable grazing lands. 

(b) Dogs shall be prohibited from parks, campgrounds and other recreational sites located within the coastal zone of 
Sonoma County whenever the decision-making body makes a fînding and imposes a condition on the coastal development 
permit that such areas are adjacent to vulnérable grazing lands and dog prédation cannot be effectively controlled, 
pursuant to the coastal plan of Sonoma County. This secdon shall not apply to seeing eye dogs used to guide a blind 
person, provided that such dogs shall remain under the immédiate control of such blind persons. (Ord. No. 3551 § 1.) 

Sec. 20-9. Hunting and fishing. 

No person shalî hunt or trap in the païk. Hshing shall be confîned to those water areas specifically designated by the 
park authority. A valid state of Califomia fishing license shall be required and ail state ûsh and game laws and 
régulations which are applic^le shall apply. 

(a) In the taking of in vertébrales, ail persons shall abide by the Califomia sport fishing reguladons according to Chapter 
4, Section 27.15a and with permission of the park authority. 

(b) No person shall clean fish in the park except in areas designated by the park authority. (Ord. No. 1832 § 2.) 

Sec. 20-10. Pires. 

No person shall lighL, build or maintain any fires in any park, except in portable barbecues, camp stoves or stoves 
provided, in areas designated by the park authority for that puipose. 

(a) No wood shall be eut or gathered unless authorized by the park authority. 

(b) No person shall smoke in areas prohibited for that purpose and so posted. (Ord. No. 1832 § 2.) 
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Sec. 20—11. Firearms. 

No person shall carry or possess a firearm with a cartridge in any portion of the mechanism (except any fédéral, state, county, 
or municipal officer in the performance of his officiai duties), nor shall any person discharge across, in. or into, any portion of 
the park. a firearm. bow and arrow, or air or gas weapon, or any device capable of injuring or killing any person or animal, or 
damaging or destroying any public or privaie property. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec. 20—12- Rreworks. 

No person shall possess, discharge, set off, or cause to be discharged, in or into any park, firecrackers, sparkiers. torpedoes, 
rocket fîreworks, oii. explosive, or substance harmfui to the life or safety of persons. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec. 20—13. Alcoholic beverages. 

No person shall consume any alcoholic beverage in any park, or portion thereof, when so ordered by the park authority upon 
fmding that such consumption is inconsistent with the use of such park areas and is detrimenial to the health and safety of park 
visitors, and when notice declahng such prohibition of the consumption of alcoholic beverages has been posted. (Ord. No. 1832 
§2.) 

Sec. 20—14. Abusive ianguage, disorderly assemblage, disturbance. 

No person shall use threatening, abusive, boisterous, insulting, or indécent language or make indécent gestuxes in the park, 
nor shall any person conduct or participate in a disorderly assemblage. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec. 20—15. Gambiing. 

No gambiing of any kind or description shall be permitted wiihin the boundaries of the païk. (Ord. No. 1832 §.) 

Sec. 20—16. Nudity and dîsrobing. 

No person shall pubiicly appear nude or disrobe while in any aiea of the park except: ( 1 ) in authorized areas of buildings set 
aside for thaï purpose or (2) pursuant to a permit issued by the Director of Régional Parks to any nonprofit organization for the 
conducting of non-commercial, educational programs in the art of photography under circumsiances which will not interfère with 
the public 's use and enjoyment of the park. (Ord. No. 3918, 1988.) 

Sec. 20—17. Soliciting. 

No person shall sell or offer to seil or engage in the business of soliciting, selling, fortune telling, or peddling any foods or 
beverages in the park, or distribute circulars or hawk, peddle, or vend any goods, wares, or merchandise in the park unless 
specifically authorized in wridng by park authority. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec. 20—18. Rubbish. 

No person shall deposit, place, throw, or in any manner dispose of any rubbish, trash, garbage. or any decaying or putrid 
maner. or any material or substance which is or might become injurious to the health of any person, in or upon any park. except 
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containers provided for such purposes by the park authority and no person shail import and deposit any nifabish upon or in any 
area of the park from other places. 

(a) No waste, water, sewage or effluent from sinks, portable toiiets, or other plimibing fixtures shall be deposited directly into 
or upon the surface of the ground or water. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Article IV. Use of Facîlities. 
Sec. 20-19. Récréation confined to spécifie areas. 

No person shall drive, putt or in any other fashion, play or praaice golf or use golf balls, or fly model airpianes on or over 
iand, or operate model boats or model automobiles, or model craft of any kind or description, or other activities that endanger or 
disturb persons, in the park, except in areas set aside for thèse spécifie activities in accordance with rules and régulations 
prescribed by the park authority. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec. 20-20. Gatiierings and meetings. 

No person shall hold, conduct, partidpate in, attend or address any meeting, organized gatherings or assemblage, group, 
picnic, célébration, parade, service or exercise of twenty-fîve (25) or more persons, in any park or récréation area without a 
wrinen permit granted by the park authority. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec 20-21. Curfew. 

The park authority may, from time to time, by order, déclare curfew for juvéniles in any àrea of the park upon a finding that 
conditions therein are such as to warrant spécial measures for the protection of juvéniles and others and for the safety and weifare 
of the gênerai public. 

(a) Such curfew order shall specify the hours thereof and the period therefor and shall be posted. 

(b) When curfew has been so ordered, no juvénile so prohibited shall, during the effective period enter or remain therein, 
except as foUows: 

( 1 ) One who is accompanied by a parent or guardian; 

(2) One who is part of a group permitted to occupy a park area and who is supervised by at least one responsible adult for 
each fîfteen (15) juvéniles; 

(3) One who is lawfully camping, having fumished to the local park authority wrinen consent of and the full name, 
résidence number, and téléphone number of the juvenile's parent or guardian, with the inclusive dates for which permission is 
granted to camp ai the park 's location involved. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec. 20-22. Closing. 

The park authority may establish closing hours for any portion of the park. Closing hours shall be posted. No person shall 
enter or be présent in a park after closing hours or in areas designated ciosed except park employées or persons designaied by the 
park authority. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec. 20-23. Peace and quiet 

To insure peace and adéquate rest for visitors, no person shall so conduct himself in a disorderly manner that he/she disturbs 
others in sieeping quaners or in campgrounds between the hours of 1 1 p.m. and 6 a.m. daily. (Ord. No. 1832 §.) 

Sec. 20-24. Fées. 

No person other than one acting under written authorization of the park authority shall use, occupy or otherwise remain in a 
building struaure, facility, parking area, picnic area, campsite, or other areas -within the boundaries of the park for which a fee is 
charged and a permit issued uniess that person has paid the required fee and possesses a valid permit. 
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(a) The Board of Supervisors may, by resolution, from time îo me, require the payment of fées by persons using any park, 
The resolution shall state the amounts of ihe fées, direct the park authority to give posted notice of the fées at the entrances to 
each park affeaed and be pubiished in a newspaper of gênerai circulation within the county once prior to the expiration cf fifteen 
(i5) days following the adoption of the resolution. 

(b) Overnight camping means the use of fadiities any time from one caiendar day until the vacaiing time of 2 p.m. of the 
follo>\ing caiendar day or portion thereof. Day use covers any time between one haif hour before sunrise to one half hour after 
sunset on one caiendar day. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec 20-25. Camping. 

No person shali camp in any part of the park except in areas designated and posted for that purpose. Camping is defined as 
erecting a tent or sheiter or arranging bedding, or both, for the purposes of, or in such a way as will permit, remaining overnight. 
Use of houseboats or boats, or both, or any of them, for the purpose of sieeping, during the nighttime hours, wheiher anchored, 
moored, or beached, is also defined as camping. 

(a) No person who is a juveniie shall camp in any part of the park except as follows: 
(1 ) A juvénile who is accompanied by a parent or guardian; 

(2) A juvénile who furnishes the park authoriry the written consent of and the full name, résidence and téléphone number 
of parent or guardian. Such written consent shall contain the inclusive dates and park location applicable. 

(b) Applications for overnight camping permits shall be made in person to the proper park authority in the form and manner 
and subject to such reasonable conditions as shall be required from time to time by resolution of the Board of Supervisors. 
Permits shall be issued with a minimum of delay and inconvenience to the appiicant. No permit shall be issued for continuons 
occupancy of more than ten (10) days' durauon, nor shall any appiicant be issued permits for more than thirty (30) days in any 
one caiendar year, except upon resolution of the Board of Supervisors upon a showing of good cause by the appiicant. (Ord. No. 
934 §4). 

(c) Normally, the number of vetiicles and persons occupying a rampsite shall not exceed two vehicles and eight (8) persons; 
however, the park authority may authorize a greater or lesser number when construaed facilities so warrant. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec 20-26. Horseback riding and hitching. 

No person shall ride, drive, lead, or keep a saddle horse or other animal in the Pzirk except on such roads, beaches, trails, or 
areas so designated and posted by the park authority. No horse or other animai shaU be hitched to any tree, shrub, or structure in 
any manner that might cause damage thereto. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec 20-27. Hiking and riding trails. 

No person shall ride any saddle animai on a hiking and riding trail in a manner that might endanger life or limb or any other 
person or animai, and no person stiall aliow his saddle or pack animai to stand unattended or insecurely tied on park property. 

Ail persons using a hiking and riding trail shall respea the rights of property owners along the trail and shaU not trespass on 
their propeny or privacy in any way. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec 20-28. Swimming areas. 

No person shall swim or wade in the waier or réservoirs, lakes, streams, or other bodies of water in the park except in those 
areas so designated. 

Ail persons using swinaming areas in the park shall obey and abide by the rules and régulations and instructions of the park 
lifeguard, or other employées authorized to enfcrce rules and régulations of the park. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 
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Sec. 20—29. Boating. 

AH persons operating or having control over bozis using the waters of réservoirs, lakes. streams. or other bodies of water in 
^e park shall obey and abide by the rules and régulations of the park authority authorized to enforce the ruJes and régulations 
of the park. 

(a) No person shall use or operate any boat in a reckless or négligent manner so as to endanger the life, limb, or property of 
any person. 

(b) No person shall use or operate any boat unless they are wearing in such boat at ail times, a United States Coast Guard 
approved flotation device for each occupant. 

(c) No boats shall be operated within 100 feet of any fishing boat or within 100 feei of shoreiine fishermen except when docking. 

(d) Ail boats must meet ail applicable Coast Guard, staie and fédéral registration, safety and other boating requirements and 
régulations. 

(e) Ail inflatable craft which are operated on any waters of réservoirs, lakes, streams, or other bodies of water in the park 
that is navigable by boats limited to said waters, shall meet the following requirements: 

(1) Must hâve more than one (1) air compartment; 

(2) The material must be of a rubberized material such as neoprene, hypalon, or one of the varions combinations of vinyl 
and rubberized canvas. Ail seams must be jointed and laminated. No PVC inflatable boats will be permined. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec. 20-29^ Launching Ramps and Docks. 

No person shall use or cause to be used any public boat launching ramp or dock in any park for commercial purposes. 

As used herein. the phrase "commerciail purposes" includes but is not limited to the loading or unloading of passengers for 
hire, or fish, or seafood products, by a commercial fîshing vessel, but does not include the launch or retiieval of such a vessel. 
(Ord. No. 3981, 1988.) 

Article V. Vehicles 
Sec. 20—30. Aircraft. 

No person shall land any aiiciaft on or take any aircraft off any body of water or any land area in the park. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 
Sec. 20—31. Vehicies. 

Ail vehicular and pedestrian traffic in any park shall be subject to the provisions of the Califomia State Vehicle Code. 

No person other than one acdng under authorization or direction of the park authority shall operate or drive an automobile, 
bicycle, motorcycle, motor scooter, truck, trailer, or vehicle of any description into the park other than upon paved park roads 
open and posted for the use of the above mendoned vehicles of any description, provided, however, that this section shall not 
apply to any authorized emergency vehicle as defined in the State of Califomia Vehicle Code, nor shall this section apply to 
areas. roads. trails or paths which may, from time to time, be set aside and posted by the park authority. 

(a) No person shall park any vehicle in any manner or at any location, which has been posted, other than the manner and 
location designated for vehicle parking by the park authority. Vehicles in violation of thèse prohibitions or restrictions may be 
removed from the park. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec. 20—32. Speed limits. 

JNo persons shall drive a vehicle of any description upon a highway or road in the park at any speed greater than is reasonable 
or prudent, having due regard for weather, visibility, the traffic on, and the surface and width of the highway or road, and in no 
event at a speed which endangers the safety of persons or properry; nor shall the maximum speed of any vehicle exceed twenty- 
fîve (25) miles per hour, provided, however, thaï this speed limit of rwenry-fjve (25) miles per hour shail not apply to any 
authorized emergency vehicle as defmed in the State of Califomia Vehicle Code. Speeds less than twenty-five (25) miles per 
hour in camping areas, picnic areas. utility areas, or in areas where the gênerai public meet shall be posted. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 
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Sec. 20-33. Commercial vehicles. 

No person shall cause a vehicle used for commercial purposes except for emergency purposes, to enter upon, use, or traverse 
any portion of the park or any park road therein except in the service of the park, at ihe request of the park authority for a spécial 
activity not inconsistent with park use. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Sec. 20-34. Pedestrian, bicycle and equestrian ways. 

No person shall drive or operate any motor vehicle, motorcycle, motor driven cycle (as the foregoing are defined in the 
Caiifomia Vehicle Code) or any other motorized device over or along any park property or easement (whether or not on a public 
park or récréation area) which has been designated and posted, set aside, or is used, as a pedestrian walkway, bicycle path, trail, 
path, line or way, or as an equestrian traii, path, lane or way. 

(a) The provisions of the above paragraph shall not appiy to any elecirically driven wheel chair carrying a crippled or 
otherwise physically incapacitated jjerson. 

(b) No person shall wash, grease, repair or polish any vehicle except insofar as may be necessary for the immédiate removal of 
the vehicle from the park. 

(c) No person shall operate or park any vehicle between the hours of 1 1 p.m. and sunrise without permission from the park 
authority. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Article VI. Citations and Violations. 

Sec 20-35. Citations by park rangers and peace officers. 

In any case in which a person is airested for an offense declared to be a misdemeanor and does not demand to be taken before a 
magistrale, such person may, instead of being taken before a magistrate, be reieased according to the procédures set forth by 
chapter 5C, "Citations for Misdemeanors", sec. 853.6 of the Caiifornia State Pénal Code. If the arresting officer or his supervi- 
sors détermines ihat the person should be reieased, such officer or superior shall prépare, in dupiicate, a written notice to appear 
in court, containing the name and address of such person, the offense charged, and the time and place where and when such 
person shall appear in court. If the person is not reieased prior to being booked and the officer in charge of the booking or his 
superior détermines that the person should be reieased, such officer or superior shall prépare such written notice to appear in 
court. In addition to the foregoing, each citation shaii comply with the requisiies of chapter 5C, "Citations for Misdemeanors", 
of the Caiifomia State Pénal Code. (Ord. No. 1832 §2.) 

Article VII. Ovemight Camping on Certain County-Controiled Lands 

Sec. 20-36. Auttiority and purpose. 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the provisions of sections 25208 and 25353 of the Goverimient Code of the State of 
Caiifornia. It is declared tiiat enactment of tliis ordinance is required for the gênerai public welfare by providing for the effective 
and orderly management of public recreational areas under the control of the County of Sonoma (Ord. No. 934 § 1 .) 

Sec. 20-37. Définitions. 

As used in this ordinance: 

(a) Trailer means any vehicle, other tiian a motor vehicle, used for human habitation and for carrying persons and property 
on its own structure and drawn by a motor vehicle. This term also inciudes any trailer coach, camper, or house car which is used 
for travel or recreational purpose. 

(b) Tent camp means any area or tract of land used by one or more tent campers, individually or in a group, furnishing their 
own camping equipment. 
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(c) Coumy-comrolled property means any real property owned, leased, or otherwise controlled by the Coiinty of Sonoma for 
recreationaJ purposes or development. 

(d) Ovemight camping means any camping during those hours commencing one half hour after sunset to one half hour before 

snnrise. 

(e) Proper county authority means that commission, board, officer or employée of the County of Sonoma designated or 
employed to exercise such powers and perform sucfa duties pursuant to this ordinance as the Board of Supervisors of the County 
of Sonoma may prescribe by résolution. (Ord. No. 934 §2.) 

Sec. 20-38. Permit — Required. 

It shall be imlawful for any person to park any trailer or to establish any tent camp upon any county-controlled property in the 
vicinity of Bodega Bay or Doran Park for the purpose of ovemight camping unless he first obtains a permit as hereafter provided 
from the proper county authority. (Ord. No. 934 §3.) 

Sec. 20-39. Same — Application; conditions generally; issuance; term. 

Application for overnigfat camping permits shall be made to the proper county authority in the form and manner and subjea 
to such reasonable conditions as shall be required from time to time by resolution of the Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Sonoma. Permits shall be issued with a minimimi of delay and inconvenience to the applicant. No permit shall be issued for 
continuons occupancy of more than ten (10) days duration, nor shall any applicant be issued permits for more than thirty (30) 
days in any one caiendar year, except upon resolution of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Sonoma upon a showing of 
good cause by the applicant. (Ord. No. 934 §4.) 

Sec 20-40. Designated camping areas to be posted. 

Those areas on county-controlled property as may be designated and created by resolution of the Board of Supervisors of the 
County of Sonoma shall be conspicuousiy posted or otherwise identified for such purpose. Overnight camping in areas not so 
designated is a violation of this ordinance, and violators, in addition to any penalties otherwise provided, may be summarily 
removed from the premises as trespassers. (Ord. No. 934 §6.) 

Article Vill. Spud Point Marina. 

Sec 20-41. Title. 

This article shall be known and may be cited as the Spud Point Marina Ordinance. (Ord. No. 3428 § 1 .) 
Sec20-4Z Définitions. 

The foUowing words and phrases shall hâve the meaning ascribed to them by this section: 

(a) Berth: a place assigned by the Park Authority to secure a vessel. 

(b) To berth or anchor: to secure a vessel to or upon any land, submerged land, mooring, fixture or structure by any means. 

(c) Commercial fishing vessel: any vessel currentiy registered with the California Department of Fish & Game used to obtain 
fish or other seafood for profit or monetary considération. 

(d) Day: any twenty-four(24) hour period of time. 

(e) Docking area: that portion of the Marina to which vessels are normally secured including but nor îimited to any float or 
the service or fuel dock area. 

(f ) Emergency: a situation which poses an imminent danger to persons or propeny. 

(g) Roat: any wharf, slip, pier, dock, quay, ianding or floating plaiform used or normally used for securing a vessel. 
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(h) Marina: the marina and ail auxiliary land and faciliùes owned and operated by Sonoma County at Spud Point, Bodega 
Bay, California, and the waierways immediately adjacent thereto. 

(i) Marina Superviser: the person designated by the Parks Authority to be responsible for the opération and maintenance of 
the Spud Point Marina. 

(j) Pollutant: any substance that may cause harm to persons or property, inciuding but not limited to any substance identi- 
fied as a pollutant by state or fédéral water pollution, air pollution or hazardous waste laws. 

(k) Public fîshing area: any area posted and designated as such by the Park Authority. 

(1) Refuse: human or animal waste, fïsh part, bilge water, garbage or other matter so designated by the Park Authority. 

(m) Résidence: a vessel used as a sleeping accommodation for more than three (3) days in any seven (7) day period. 

(n) Vehide: any machine or equipment used for transportation upon the land inciuding, but not limited to, any automobile, 
truck, recreationai vehicle, bicycle, motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. 

(o) Vessel: every type of watercraft used or normally used for transportation on the water. (Ord. No. 3428 § 1 .) 

Sec. 20-43. Duties of Park Authority and Marina Superviser. 

(a) The Park Authority sfaall hâve full authority to enforce this Article and any mies and régulations affecting the Marina. 
His powers and duties include, but are not limited to: 

(1) managing the opérations of the Marina, inciuding executing berthing permits, approvals and agreements and assign- 
ing berths; 

(2) posting or restricting areas of the Marina for certain uses; 

(3) boarding and moving, or ordering the owner or person in charge of any vessel to move, any vessel to another position 
as he détermines necessary: 

(i) to prevent hann to persons or property, mcluding but not limited to, when necessary to reduce risks due to fire, 
sinldng, breakaway or collision; or 

(ii) for the safe and orderly opération of the Marina, inciuding but not limited to, where necessary because of space 
limitations or traffic conditions. 

(4) removing and impounding any vessel which has been abandoned, sunken or présents a hazard to persons or property; 

(5) issuing citations for violations of any provision of this Article or any mie or régulation implementing this Article. 

(b) Whenever a power is granted to, or a duty imposed upon the Park Authority, that p)Ower may be exerdsed or the duty may 
be performed by any person so designated by the Park Authority or by any person authorized by the Board of Supervisors. 

(c) The Marina Superviser and any assistants specifically designated by the Park Authority are hereby charged with the 
responsibility for enfordng this Article. They may issue citations for a violation of any provision of this Article or rule or 
régulation implementing this Article. 

(d) The Board of Supervisors may, by resolution, designaie the Marina Superviser and any assistants to be régulai harbor 
policemen within the meaning of Section 663.5 of the Harbors and Navigations Code. Any person so designated is hereby 
charged with the responsibility for enforcing both this Article and ail applicable provisions of the Harbors and Navigation Code 
within the Marina and may issue citations for violation of applicable provisions of the Harbors and Navigation Code. (Ord. No. 
3428 §1.) 

Sec. 20-44. Violation of Article. 

(a) This Article is not intended to be the exclusive means of reguiating activity ai the Marina. Persons using the Marina are 
subjea to ail other applicable Local, State and Fédéral laws. 

(b) Any person vioiating any provision of this Article or any rules or régulations implementing this Article shaU be guilty of 
an infraction and subjea to punishment by: 

( 1 ) a fine not exceeding one himdred dollars (S 1 00.00) for a f irst violation; or 

(2) a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars (S200.00) for a second violation of this Article within one (1) year; or 
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(3) a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars (S500.00) for each additional violation of this Article within one year; or 

(4) such greater fine as may be authorized by State law. 

(c) Every day any violation of this Article shall continue constitutes a separate and distinct offense. (Ord. No. 3428 § 1 .) 

Sec. 20-45. Owner's Responsibiiity to Pay. 

A vessel owner or any person in charge of a vessel shall pay the Coimty for: 

(a) ail berthing fées, dockage services, rents and other charges; 

(b) ail reasonable expenses incurred by County in attempts to secure or protect vessels or their contents from harm; 

(c) ail damage to County property caused by such owner or person; 

(d) ail costs of raising, moving, impounding and storing any vessel or vehicle. 

Failure to pay ail such charges shall subjea persons and vessels to légal action including, but not limited to, vessel impound- 
ment and sale as provided for by State and Fédéral law. (Ord. No. 3428 §1 .) 

Sec. 20-46. Time of day restrictions. 

(a) No person shall use a vessel moored or berthed within the Marina as a résidence except as specifically authorized by the 
Park Authority, in writing, pursuant to Sections (1), (2), (3) or (4) below: 

(1) Commercial fishing vessel: Such a vessel may be used as a résidence if it is determined by the Park Authority to be 
actively engaged in fishing activity during a legally established fishing season; except such a vessel may not be so used for more 
than ninety (90) days in any three hundred sixty fîve (365) day period; 

(2) Iransient vessel: A vessel may be used as a résidence for not more than fourteen (14) days in any sixty (60) day period 
if it is determined by the Park Authority to be in transit from one location to another. 

(3) Marina security: One (1) vessel per dock may be used as a résidence when determined by the Park Authority to be 
necessary for the purposes of Marina security; 

(4) Emergency conditions: A vessel may be used as a résidence when necessary during a storm or other emergency but 
only for the duration of the storm or emergency as determined by the Park Authority; and in no event for more than ninety (90) 
days in any three hundred sixty fîve (365) day period. 

(b) No person other than a vessel owner, a person in charge of a vessel, or person in the Marina at the invitation of a vessel 
owner or person in charge of a vessel, shall be in the docking area between sunset and sunrise, and e.xcept as authorized by the 
Park Authority. 

(c) Amplified music, loud radios, shouting and any other noise which is not essential to the permitted use of any vessel is 
prohibited between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. (Ord. No. 3428 §1.) 

Sec 20-47. Minors in Marina. 

No person under the âge of sixteen (16) years shall go, remain or be upon any of the gangways, floats or vessels in the Marina 
uniess such person is accompanied by an adult, or has the wrinen permission of the owner or person in charge of any vessel 
located at the Marina to go upon such vessel, except as authorized by the Park Authority. (Ord. No. 3428 § 1 .) 

Sec. 20-48. Pollution control restrictions. 

(a) No person shall throw, discharge or deposit from any vessel, or from any part of the Marina, any refuse or poliutant of 
any kind whatsoever into or upon the waiers within the Marina, or in, or upon any area of the Marina. 

(b) No person shall bring any dog, cal or other animal into the Marina uniess such animal is on a leash and in the immédiate 
control of such person at ail times. Any person bringing such an animal into the Marina shall clean up any excrément left by such 
animai. (Ord. No. 3428 §1.) 

(c) No person shall make or use any bonfire or open fïre for the burning of refuse or for any other purpose. 
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(d) No person shall drive, operate, or permit to be driven or operated any motor vehicle, trailer, fork-Iift, semi-trailer, or 
vessel in any manner that may or shall resuit in the discharge of gasoline, oii, hydraulic fluid or other poilutant from such vehicle 
or equipment onto the Marina. (Ord. No. 3428 § 1 .) 

Sec. 20-49. Spécifie use and area restrictions. 

(a) No person shall operate any vessel: 

(1 ) Wîthin the main channel of the Marina in excess of five (5) miles per hour; or 

(2) In any area within the Marina inciuding between the piers and docking areas so as to create any water movement 
which may pose a hazard to persons or property. 

(b) Gasoline, diesel oil, bulk lubricating oils and related petroleimi products shall be handled only in areas within the Marina 
posted by the Park Authority for such use and only by persons so authorized in writing by the Park Authority. Any bulk fueiing is 
prohibited. 

(c) No person shall fish from any portion of the Marina unless such area is posted by the Park Authority for fïshing. 

(d) No charters and vessels carrying passengers for hire, shall be conducted in the Marina except under spécial permit of the 
County, upon payment of such rates as may be adopted by the Board of Supervisors and upon compliance with any other 
^piicable State or Fédéral laws. 

(e) No brokers, peddiers, agents or solicitors shall be permitted in the Marina except upon the prior written consent of the 
Park Authority. 

(f) No person shall launch or retrieve any vessel except within areas of the Marina posted by the Park Authority for such 
lâunching or retrieval. 

(g) No person shall use kayaks, sailboards, canoës, rubber inner tubes, foot-propelied water crafts, vessels powered solely by 
sail, jet skis and any non-self-propelled water craft in the Marina. 

(h) No person shall possess any loaded weapon within the Marina. This prohibition does not apply to a law enforcement 
officer in the performance of officiai duties. The Marina is hereby designaied a prohibited area within the meaning of Califomia 
Pénal Code Section 12031. 

(î) No person shall allow any nets, réels, crabpots or other equipment to remain in any area of the Marina except as autho- 
rized by the Park Authority. 

(k) The Park Authority may prohibit use of some areas of the Marina by conspicuously posting signs authori2dng or restria- 
ing certain uses. No person shall use any area of the Marina in violation of any signs posted by the Park Authority. (Ord. No. 
3428 §1.) 

Sec. 20-50. Tampering with property. 

(a) No person shall willfully or negligently injure, break, remove or tamper with any part of the vessel of another. 

(b) No person shall go upon the vessel of another without the consent of the owner or person in charge of the vessel. 

(c) No f)erson shall willfully or negligently destroy, damage, disturb, debase or interfère with any buoy, float, piling, berth, 
sign, notice or other property within the Marina. (Ord. No. 3428 § 1 .) 

Sec 20-51. Opération, maintenance and docking of vessels. 

(a) No person shall, within the boundaries of the Marina, make major repairs or service any vessel except upon prior written 
authorization of the Park Authority. 

(b) Exterior power-spraying is prohibited ïq the Marina. 

(c) No person shall sand any vessel or equipment in the Marina except by hand or small power sander. Sanding shall not resuit 
in the deposit of sand, paint or dust inîo the water, onto adjacent vessels or onto the docking areas. 

(d) No person shall secure any vessel so that any part of the vessel, inciuding bowsprit, boom, boomkin or equipment, blocks 
any portion of the Marina walkways. 
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(e) No vessei owner or person in charge of any vessei shall allow: 

(1) any vessei to extend beyond the fairway end of tfae slip unless the Park Authority daennines the vessei does not creaie 
a hazard to navigation; or 

(2) walJcways and fîngers to be obstruaed in any manner exœpt by a landing step as hereinafter provided. Landing steps 
must be floatable, may not be used for storage and shall not be more than one-half (1/2) the width of the fingen Landing steps 
shall be kept on board the vessei when not in use. 

(f) Maximum length and width of vessei, induding drag dooiis, crab biock« bowsprits, outboard motors, fishing outtiggers, 
or other extensions, shall not exceed the limits of the berths assigned, except as authorized by the Park Authority. 

(g) No person shall aztach any tire, rope, canvas or other material to légers, piers, docks, piles or any pan of the Marina 
without the written approval of the Park Authority. Dock lockers or similar dock storage are prohibited. Only floatable fenders 
are permitted within the Marina. 

(h) No person shall build or extend any float, bulk-head or seawail, or stnictiu-e of any idnd whatsoever, to dredge, dig or 
excavate for bait or sfaeilfîsh or any other purpose. 
(i) No person shall display a **For Sale** sign in excess of one hundred fîfty (150) square inches on tfae face. 
(j) No person shall use wdding or bumxngequipment within the Marina unless: 

(1) the Park Authority is notifîed of the nature and extent of the proposed work, the workman or company doing the 
work and the date and tîme the work shall be performed prior to start of the work and whenever practical at least twenty-four 
(24) hours before the work is to be performed; and 

(2) ail such work is performed only at the Marina work dock. 

(k) No person shall berth or anciior a vessd în the Marina unless it is secured by mooring Ënes of suffîcient number, strength 
and size to ensure the vessd remains securdy moored under ail conditions. 
(1) Diver maintenance of a vessd is prohibited xmless: 

(1) tfae Park Authority is notifîed in advance of such diving to the extent practicabie; 

(2) a person other than the diver is attending the vessd during the dive; and 

(3) diving compiles with ail provisions of Châpter 1, Division 4, Title 14, Califomia Administrative Code. 

Sec.20^52. Use of parking area. 

AU vdiicular and pedestnan traffîc in the Marina shall be subject to the provisions of tfae Califomia Vefaide Code and to tfae 
following conditions: 

(a) No vehide, vessd or trailer shall be parked in such a manner that it obstructs access to any portion of , or interfères with 
use of the Marina. 

(b) No vehide or trailer shall be occupied ovemight. 

(c) No vehide, vessd or trailer shall be left ovemight or stored in the parking area, except with tfae wrinen permission of the 
Park Authority. 

(d) No vefaide shall be permitted on any pier or float except while being manually transported to or from a vessei occupying a 
berth. 

(e) Vefaides parked in violation of this section or of any rule or régulation implemeniing tiàs Artide may be towed at owner's 
expense. (Ord. No. 3428 § 1.) 

Sec. 20-53. Rates and fées. 

The Board of Supeivisors shall estabiish, by résolution, rates for services, rents, fées and such other charges as may be 
necessary for tfae orderly opération of tfae Marina. (Ord. No . 3428 § 1 .) 
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Sec. 20^54. Berthing. 

(a) No pexson shaU berth or ancfaor a vessel except as auihonzed by a berthing permi t, berthing agreexnent or other written 
approval of tfae Park i^ithohiy. Tfae Paiic Amfaoniy may move or secuze or order moved or secoied. any vessel as autfaorized by 
Section 20!43(a)(3) of this Anicle. 

(b) No peison shall benh or ancfaor a vessel in tfae Maiina if it is dettnnined by tfae Paxk Autfaority to be unseaworifay. 
ixnpioperiy maintained or in any ocher manner detennined to pose a hazaid lo petsons or property. 

(c) Nb person shall bring a vessel into tfae Marina anless it is cimemly legisiexed, numbezed or documented if requiied by 
Staie and Fedetal law. 

(d) No pexson shaU sabler a bertfa. (OnL No. 3428 §1.) 

Sec. 20—55. Additional niies and regulattom. 

The Board of Supenôsors may, by lesohmon. adopt such additional rules and régulations as it détermines axe necessaiy to 
operate and znanage tfae Marina. Sucfa additional mies and legolaticnis may piovide for additional time of day, pollution conttoU 
use and axea, opeiaàon and maintenance, or bextfaing restrictions. AU such rules and régulations shall be conspicuously posted 
in a location convement to Marina users. G>pies of rules and régulations shall be availabie at tfae Marina office. No person shall 
use any portion of tfae Marina except as autfacnized by sucfa raies and tegulaiirais. Any violation of a posted and adopted régulation 
is a violation of tfais Article. (Ord. No. 3428 §1.) 

Sec 20—56. Confliet with ottier laws. 

Tfais Article is not inteixied, aixi sfaall not be constnied, to apply to any substance or activity which is xegulaied by Fédéral or 
State law, to tfae extent tfaat application of tfais Article would confliet witfa such law or would unduly interfère witfa tfae achievemem 
of Fédéral or State regulaxoiy objectives. It is tfae intention of cbe Board of Supervisors that this Article sfaall be incerpieted to be 
compatible with Fédéral and State enactments, and in funherance of tfae public puiposes which those enactments express. (Ord. 
No. 3428 §1.) 

Artide OC Lake Sonoma 

Sec 20-6a Définitions. (Ord. No. 3780, 1987) 

For the purposes of tfais article, tfae phrase ^^Lalos SaBOwaT means ail of tfae fedetal lands and rights of way for tfae flood contxol. 
water supply and recxeaxion project for Dry Cxeek, a tributary of die Russian River; autfaorized by an Aa of Congress. approved 
October 23, 1962 as Public Law 87-874, 87th Congress, 2nd Session, 76 Stat. 1173 and by Section 12725 of the Califoniia Water 
Code, and commonly known as the "Wàim Springs Dazn-Lake Sonoma ProjecL 

Sec 20-61. 

Secdons 20-1 tfaxoi^ and induding 20-40 of tfais Code are heceby incotpoiaced by référence and made applicable to **Lake 
Sonoma'*. 

Sec 20-62. 

For tfae purposes of tfais article, tfae tenns "Director^ and "Park Autfaority*' as defîned by secdon 20-2(b) (c) respectively sfaall 
mean the Sheriff of Sonoma Coumy. 
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Article X. Development Fées for Parks. 
Sec. 20-65. Park fées for residential development — Generally. 

(a) Where a developer applies for a building permit or other discretionary approval from the county to establish one or 
more new residential dwelling units on property located within the county, on referral from the planning department, the 
director of régional parks shall: (1) in the case of discretionary approvals, request and the appropriate décision making body 
shall require a condition on such development which requires the payment of a park fee in the amount of two thousand nine 
hundred ninety four dollars ($2,994.00) per residential unit prior to the issuance of a building pemiit for each new residential 
dwelling unit; or (2) in those cases where the application is for a building permit only, collect a fee in the amount of two 
thousand nine hundred ninety four dollars ($2,994.00) per residential unit as a condition précèdent to the issuance of the 
building permit. 

(b) In lieu of the fee required by subsection (a), the developer may, at his option, elect to hâve the property appraised in 
the same manner as a subdivision, in which case the fee to be paid shall be computed in accordance with those provisions of 
Chapter 25 goveming in-lieu park fées for subdivisions. 

(c) Fées paid pursuant to this section shall be collected, accounted for, and disbursed in the same manner as are in-lieu 
park fées for subdivisions approved pursuant to Chapter 25 of this code. Unless exempted under the terms of this section, no 
building permit for the construction of a new residential dwelling shall issue until the fee required by this section bas been 
paid. 

(d) The following single-family dwelling units shall be exempt from the fee otherwise required by this section: 

(1) Dwellings for which a fee has been paid pursuant to Section 25-58; 

(2) Dwellings which would be exempt from the payment of a fee by virtue of Section 25-58(l)(2); 

(3) Dwellings for which the board of supervisors makes a finding of exemption utilizing the criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 25-58(a)(2); 

(4) Dwellings for which the property owner can affirmatively demonstrate either that the dwelling replaces a like 
dwelling which has been removed or that the payment of a fee pursuant to this section would be contrary to law. Theburden 
shall be on the property owner to prove that no fee should be paid. 

(e) If a fee has been paid for the dwelling unit as required by Section 25-58, rio additional fee shall be collected pursuant 
to this section. 

(f) The board of supervisors may, on an anhual basis, change the flat fee established by subsection (a) above in order to 
reflect changes in the cumulative assessed value of residential property within the county or on such other basis as the board 
may then détermine. (Ord. No. 5778 § 3, 2008; Ord. No. 5721 § 3, 2007; Ord. No. 5658 § 3, 2006; Ord. No. 5554 § 3, 2005; 
Ord. No. 5483 § 3, 2004; Ord. No. 5412 § 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5337 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 5283 § 3, 2001; Ord. No. 5233 § 3, 
2000; Ord. No. 5155 § 3, 1999; Ord. No. 5105 § 3, 1998; Ord. No. 5018 § 3, 1997; Ord. No. 4942 § 3, 1996; Ord. No. 4864 
§ 3, 1995; Ord. No. 4777 § 3, 1994; Ord. No. 4476 § 2, 1991; Ord. No. 4396 §§ 3, 4, 1991; Ord. No. 4161 §§ 3, 4, 6, 1990; 
Ord. No. 3627, 1986; Ord. No. 3622, 1986.) 

Sec. 20-66. Same — Larkfield-Wikiup Study Area. 

(a) Where a developer seeks to obtain a discretionary approval from the county to establish one or more new residential 
dwelling units on a parcel located within the Larkfield-Wikiup Study area (e.g., design review approval, use permit, second- 
unit permit), on referral from the planning department, the director of régional parks shall request that the appropriate déci- 
sion making body place a condition on such development which requires the payment of a park fee in the amount of two 
thousand nine hundred ninety four dollars ($2,994.00) per residential unit prior to the issuance of a building permit for each 
new residential dwelling. Altematively, the developer may, at his option, elect to hâve the property appraised in the same 
manner as a subdivision, in which case the fee to be paid shall be computed in accordance with those provisions of Chapter 
25 goveming in lieu of park fées for subdivisions. Fées paid pursuant to this section shall be collected, accounted for, and 
disbursed in the same matmer as are in lieu park fées for subdivisions approved pursuant to Chapter 25 of this code. 

(b) The board of supervisors may, on an annual basis, change the park fee established by this section in order to reflect 
changes in cumulative assessed value of residential property within the study area. (Ord. No. 5778 § 5, 2008; Ord. No. 5721 
§ 5, 2007; Ord. No. 5658 § 5, 2006; Ord. No. 5554 § 5, 2005; Ord. No. 5483 § 5, 2004; Ord. No. 5412 § 5, 2003; Ord. No. 
5337 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 5283 § 5, 2001; Ord. No. 5233 § 5, 2000; Ord. No. 5155 § 5, 1999; Ord. No. 5105 § 5, 1998; Ord. 
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No. 5018 § 5, 1997; Ord. No. 4942 § 5, 1996; Ord. No. 4864 § 5, 1995; Ord. No. 4777 § 5, 1994; Ord. No. 4476 § 2, 1991; 
Ord. No. 4396 § 6, 1991; Ord. No. 4195 § 3, 1990; Ord. No. 4161 § 7, 1990.) 

Article XI. County Skate Park Facllities. 

Sec. 20-80. Définitions. 

For purposes of this article, the phrase "county skate park facility" means only the skate park facility at Maxwell Farms 
Régional Park and any additional facilities which are expressly identified as skate park facilities pursuant to a resolution 
adopted by the board of supervisors of the county of Sonoma. A sign shall be posted at any county skate park facility to indi- 
cate the désignation of the facility as a county skate park facility. (Ord. No. 5136 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 20-81. Skate park facility régulations. 

(a) AU persons riding a skateboard or in-line skates at any county skate park facility shall wear a helmet, elbow pads on 
each elbow and knee pads on each knee. 

(b) Any person riding a skateboard or in-line skates at any county skate park facility not wearing a helmet, elbow pads on 
each elbow, and knee pads on each knee shall be guilty of an infraction, and be subject to citation. (Ord. No. 5136 § 1, 1999.) 
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CHAPTER21 

PERSONNEL^ 

Article I. Civil Service. 

§ 2 1 - 1 Authority and purpose — Adoption of System. 

§ 21-2 Civil service commission — Created — Composition — Appointment and terms of members. 

§ 21-3 Civil service commission — Qualifications, élection, removal and compensation of members — Investigations, etc. 

§ 21-4 Civil service commission — Chairman — Meetings — Director of persoimel and other personnel employées. 

§ 21-5 Classified and unclassified service generally. 

§ 21-6 Civil service commission — Duties and obligations of members. 

§ 21-7 Appropriation of flinds to effectuate article. 

§ 21-8 Contracting for personnel services. 

§21-9 Effect of article as to présent employées, etc. 

§ 2 1 - 1 Improper political activity . 

§ 2 1 - 1 1 When auditor to withhold payment of salary, etc. 

§ 2 1 - 1 2 Discrimination prohibited. 

§ 21-12.1 Dismissals, suspensions and réductions in rank or compensation. 

§ 2 1 - 1 3 Duty of board of supervisors in event of unconstitutionality. 

§ 2 1 - 1 4 Violations of article, etc. 

Article II. 

§ 21-16 through 21-26 Repealed. 

Article III. Retirement. 

Article IV. Conflict of Interests. 

§ 21-40 Repealed. 
§ 21-41 Repealed. 

Article I. Civil Service.^ 

Sec. 21-1. Authority and purpose — ^Adoption of System. 

Pursuant to the authority granted to it under the provisions of the County Civil Service Enabling Act, Statutes of 1939, 
Chapter 982, and in order to establish an équitable and uniform procédure for dealing with personnel matters through a civil 
service commission, and to place county employment on a merit basis for the purpose of obtaining the highest efficiency and 
assuring that the best qualified persons available shall be brought into the service of the county, the civil service system as 
set forth in this article is hereby adopted. (Ord. Nos. 305-A § 1, 353 § 1.) 



'As to county officers and employées generally, see §§ 2-3 to 2-33 of this code. 

^Editor 's Note. — Ordinance No. 305-A, the ordinance from which this article dérives, was adopted by a vote of the people at the gênerai élec- 
tion held November 7, 1950. Ordinance No. 353, adopted by a vote of the people at the gênerai élection held November 4, 1952, substantially 
amended 305-A. Further amendments were enacted by the electorate by ordinances 353 A, 353B, 1794-R, 2324-R, 3307-A and 4609-R. 
For State law as to civil service for county employées generally, see Gov. C. § 31 100 et seq. 
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Sec. 21-2. Civil service commission — Created — Composition — Appointment and terms of members. 

There is hereby created a civil service commission. Such commission shall consist of five members appointée! by the 
board of supervisors. The board of supervisors shall, within two weeks after the ordinance from which this article dérives 
shall take effect,' appoint five qualified electors of the county as members of such commission, to take office as soon as ap- 
pointed and qualified. 

The term of office of two members of the first commission shall be one year. The term of office of the other members 
shall be two, three and four years respectively. The members of such commission shall détermine by lot the relative order of 
expiration of their terms. Thereafter, each member of such commission shall hold office for four years and until his succes- 
sor is appointed and qualified. (Ord. Nos. 353 § 2, 305-A § 2.) 

Sec. 21 -3. Civil service commission — Qualifications, élection, removal and compensation of members — 
Investigations, etc. 

(a) Qualification of members. The members of the civil service commission shall be selected from among the qualified 
electors of the county. No member of such commission shall be an employée of the classified or unclassified service and 
concurrently a member of such commission, a member of any local, state or national committee of a political party or an 
officer or member of a committee in any partisan political club or organization or shall hold, or be a candidate for, any élec- 
tive office. 

(b) Election and removal of members. A three-fifths vote of the entire board of supervisors shall be required to elect a 
member of the civil service commission. The board of supervisors by a four-fifths vote of ail the members may remove a 
member of the civil service commission for cause, during his term of office, but only by stating in writing the reasons for 
such removal and allowing him an opportunity for a public hearing before the board of supervisors. 

(c) Compensation of members. Members of the civil service commission shall receive compensation for their actual and 
necessary expenses incidental to the proper exécution of their duties and responsibilities. They shall be entitled to reim- 
bursement for necessary traveling and other officiai expenditures necessitated by their officiai duties. 

(d) Investigations, etc. The civil service commission, for the purpose of carrying into effect the civil service System, shall 
hâve power to investigate the conduct and opération of any department or board, and to subpoena and require the attendance 
of witnesses and the production of records, books and papers, and to administer oaths. (Ord. Nos. 353 § 3, 305-A § 3.) 

Sec. 21 -4. Civil service commission — Chairman — Meetings — Director of personnel and other personnel 
employées. 

Immediately upon appomtment, the civil service commission shall elect one of its members as chairman, who shall call 
meetings of such commission as often as may be necessary, but at least once a month. 

With the approval of the board of supervisors, the civil service commission shall appoint a director of persormel fi'om an 
employment list resulting fi-om compétitive examinations. Such director of personnel shall be in the classified service. The 
civil service commission shall appoint such other employées from appropriate employment lists as may be necessary to per- 
form duties in the personnel department. 

The director of personnel shall act as executive secretary of the civil service commission and shall perform and discharge 
under the direction and control of such commission, the powers, duties, purposes, fiinctions and jurisdiction vested in the 
civil service commission and delegated to him by it. The director of personnel shall be responsible to the civil service com- 
mission for carrying out ail procédures in the administration of the classified personnel in conformity with the provisions of 
this article and the rules of such commission. The director of personnel shall keep an officiai record of ail actions taken by 
civil service commission and shall prépare, or cause to be prepared, an armual report that shall be amended or approved by 
the civil service commission and submitted to the board of supervisors. (Ord. Nos. 353 § 4, 305-A § 4.) 



^Editor 's Note. — See editor's note to article head. 
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Sec. 21-5. Classified and unclassified service generally. 

The civil service System of the coiinty is hereby divided into the unclassified and the classified service. The unclassified 
service shall consist of: 

(a) Ail officers elected by the people and ail confidential or spécial investigators employed by any of said elected offi- 
cers; 

(b) AU appointive boards and commissions; 

(c) The law library trustées; 

(d) Members of the civil service commission; 

(e) Ail persons serving the county without compensation; 

(f) Intems, résident physicians and student nurses; 

(g) Casual patient and inmate employées at county institutions; 
(h) Intermittently employed, hourly or seasonal employées; 

(i) Persons employed under contract to supply expert professional or technical service in a temporary position; 

(i) The director of the Sonoma County health services; 

(k) The Sonoma County sanitation engineer; 

( 1 ) The Sonoma County fair manager and Sonoma County fair or fairgrounds employées employed by Sonoma County 
Pair and Exposition, Incorporated, or its successors; 

(m) The director of économie development; 

(n) The two assistant sheriffs; 

(o) The county administrator; 

(p) The director of permit and resource management; 

(q) The director of human services; 

(r) The director of fire services/emergency program manager; 

(s) The information Systems director; 

(t) The director of transportation and public works; 

(u) The director of child support services; 

(v) The director of régional parks; 

(w) The director of health services; 

(x) The gênerai services director. 

The board of supervisors may amend this section to add to the unclassified service other positions or classifications that 
are of a high level, policy-making nature. Such positions or classifications shall be limited to department heads. Any such 
amendment shall specify the exact position or classification to be added to the list of exempt positions or classifications. No 
such amendment shall be applied to the incumbent of any affected position in a manner that would deprive him or her of any 
property rights protected by the Constitution. 

The classified service shall comprise ail positions not specifically included by this section in the unclassified service, pro- 
vided, however, that in the eyent of the création of a new position or in case of a vacancy in any position requiring peculiar 
and exceptional qualifications of a scientific, professional or expert character, upon satisfactory évidence that compétitive 
examinations to qualify applicants for said posifion are impracticable, and that the position can best be filled by the sélection 
of a person of recognized attainments, compétitive examinations may be suspended by the commission, but no such suspen- 
sion shall be gênerai in its applications to such position and ail such cases of suspension shall be reported, together with the 
reasons therefore to the board of supervisors. This section will not apply to positions in the social service department for 
which there is fédéral or state reimbursement. At ail times, at least one of the assistant sheriff positions must be filled by ap- 
pointment from within the sheriffs department. (Ord. 5719 § 2, 2007: Ord. No. 5470 § 2, 2004: Ord. No. 5347 § 2, 2002: 
Ord. No. 5336 § 4, 2002: Ord. No. 4609-R § 1; Ord. No. 330-7-A; Ord. No. 2324-R; Ord. No. 1794-R; Ord. Nos. 353, 353- 
A, 353-B; Ord. No. 305-A) 

Sec. 21-6. Civil service commission — Duties and obligations of members. 

The civil service commission shall prescribe, amend and enforce rules for the classified service; shall keep minutes of its 
proceedings and records of its examinations and shall, as a commission or through a single commission member, make in- 
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vestigations conceming the enforcement and effect of this article and of the ruies and efficiency of the service. Such rules 
shall, among other things, provide: 

(a) For the standardization and classification of ail positions in the classified service as contained in Sections 21-16 to 
21-26; 

(b) For compétitive examinations to test applicants for entrance to and promotion in the civil service system; 

(c) For création of employment list upon which shall be entered the names of siiccessftil candidates in the order of their 
standing in examinations; 

(d) For provisional appointments where there is no employment list; 

(e) For appointments to vacant positions from employment lists; 

(f) For publicity advertising ail examinations; 

(g) For emergency appointments withoiit référence to employment lists, when such appointments are found necessary to 
prevent stoppage of public business, loss of life or damage to persons or property; 

(h) For certification of eligibles in order of priority lists; 

(i) For rejection of applications or eligibles who fail to comply with the requirements of such commission; 
(j) That department heads, boards or officers possessing appointive power shall sélect one of the three persons standing 
highest on the appropriate employment list; 

(k) For a probationary period of not less than six months but not to exceed one year; 

(1) For séparation from the service of employées through layoffs and for reemployment of the employées laid off; 

(m) For leaves of absences; 

(n) For promotion, demotion, transfer and reinstatement; 

(o) For the holding of hearings on the adoption and amendment of rules and other personnel matters; 

(p) For recommendation of rates of pay for each classification of position; 

(q) For health, welfare and safety of employées. (Ord Nos. 353 § 6, 305-A § 4.) 

Sec. 21-7. Appropriation of funds to effectuate article. 

The board of supervisors shall appropriate such flinds as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 
305-A § 7.) 

Sec. 21-8. Contracting for personnel services. 

The board of supervisors may, at the request of the civil service commission, contract with any state department or with 
any compétent agency or person for the conducting of compétitive examinations or for the performance or any other service 
in connection with personnel sélection and administration. (Ord. Nos. 353 § 7, 305-A § 8.) 

Sec. 21-9. Effect of article as to présent employées, etc. 

AU persons holding fiiU time positions in the classified service as established by this article for six months immediately 
preceding the effective date of the ordinance from which this article dérives shall hold their positions until discharged, re- 
duced, promoted or transferred in accordance with the provisions of this article. Any other persons holding positions or em- 
ployment in the classified service shall be regarded as holding their positions or employment as probationers who are serving 
out the balance of their probationary periods before obtaining regular positions. 

Employées of the social service department who hâve acquired either probationary or permanent status under the state 
county nierit system, in accordance with the provisions of the manual of policies and procédures of the state department of 
social welfare, shall retain such status and hold their positions until discharged, reduced, promoted, or transferred, in accor- 
dance with the provisions of this article. 

Employées of the social service department who hâve not acquired either probationary or permanent status under the state 
county merit system in accordance with the provisions of the manual of policies and procédures of the state department of 
social welfare shall be required to compete for the positions which they are holding through open compétitive examinations. 
(Ord. No. 305-A § 9.) 



Editor's Note. — See editor's note to article head. 
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Sec. 21-10. Improper political activity. 

No officer or employées under the civil service System shall engage in improper political activity as the term is defined in 
the rules of the civil service commission. (Ord. Nos. 305-A § 10, 353 § 8.) 

Sec. 21-11. When auditor to withhold payment of salary, etc. 

The auditor shall withhold payment of any salary or compensation for services from any person holding or performing the 
duties of a position in the classified service, unless the payroU or claim for such salary or compensation shall bear the ap- 
proval of the personnel director that the persons named therein hâve been appointed or employed and are performing service 
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and of the rules established hereunder. (Ord. No. 305-A § 1 1.) 

Sec. 21-12. Discrimination prohibited. 

No person in the civil service system, or seeking admission thereto, shall be appointed, reduced or removed, or in any 
way favored or discriminated against, because of his race, religion or political opinions or affiliations. (Ord. Nos. 353 § 9, 
305-A § 12.) 



• 
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Sec. 21-12.1 Dismissals, suspensions and réductions in rank or compensation. 

Any offîcer or employée of the classifîed civil service may be dismissed. suspended orreduced in rank or compensation 
by the appointing aulhorily after appointment or promotion is complète by a wriiten order, stating specifically ihe reason 
for the action. The order shall be filed with ihe clerk of ihc board of supervisors and a copy thereof shall be fumished 
to the person to be dismissed, suspended or rcduced. 

The officer or employée may reply in wriiing to the order within ten days from the date of its filing with the clerk 
of the board of supervisors. The officer or employée may within fivc days after présentation to him of the order appeal 
through the clerk of the board of supervisors to ihc civil service commission from the order. Upon the filing of the 
appeal, the clerk of the board of supervisors shall forthwiih tnmsmit the order and appcal to the civil service commission 
for hearing. 

Within twenty days from the filing of the appcal, the civil service commission shall commence a hearing and either 
affimi, modify or revoke the order. The appcllant may appcar pcrsonally, produce évidence, and hâve counsel and a 
public hearing. 

The findings and décision of the civil service commission shall be certified to the department head or officer whose 
action was the subject of the hearing and forlhwiih cnforccd and foUowcd by him. (Ord. No. 353 § 10.) 

Sec. 21-13. Duty of board of supervisors in event of unconstitutionality. 

If any portion of this article in relation to the civil service systcm should bc held to be unconstitutional, the board of 
supervisors shall, by ordinance, provide for such addiiional législation as may be required to supplément this article in 
order to provide for a civil service System for the county. (Ord. No. 305- A § 13.) 

Sec. 21-14. Violations of article, etc. 

Any person wilfully violating any of the provisions of this article, or of rules eslablishcd hereunder, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. (Ord. No. 305-A § 14.) 

Article II. 

Sec. 21-16 through 21-26. Rcpcalcd. (Ord. No. 1359 § 18.) 

Article III. Retirement.^ 

Article IV. Conflict of Interests.^ 

Sec. 21-40 and 21-41. Rcpcalcd. (Ord. No. 3473.) 



^Editor's Noie. — Ordinanccs rclatjng to retiremcnl of couniy employées, including ordinances relative to cost of living adjustments in 
county employées' retiremcnl allowances, are not codificd in this volume. Such ordinances wcre saved from repeal by the adopting ordinance 
and will be found on file in the office of the clerk of the Board of Supervisors. Ordinance No. 225 accepts the provisions of the County 
Employées Retirement Law of 19.^7 (Government Code § 314.'î0 et seq.). 

''Ediiors Note. — Ordinances rclating to conflict of intcrcsts and di.sclosurc staicmcnts for County oflicials were adopted under authority 
of Government Code § 3704 et scq. Those .scction.s were subscqucnlly rcpcalcd by SlaLs 1981 Ch. 160 § 4. 
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CHAPTER 22 



REFUSE' 

Article I. In General. 

§ 22-1 Définitions. 

§ 22-2 Storage and disposai generally. 

§ 22-3 Littering generally. 

§ 22-4 Biiming refiise. 

§ 22-5 Ownership of refuse. 

§ 22-6 Transporting solid waste. 

§ 22-7 Foreign refiise — Scavenging at disposai areas. 

§ 22-7A Prohibition against disposing recyclable materials. 

§ 22-8 Vehicle permits. 

Article II. License to Collect, Haul and Transport. 

§ 22-9 Required — Exceptions. 

§ 22-10 Application. 

§ 22-1 1 Processing of application for new or modified licenses — Issuing of licenses. 

§ 22-12 Tenn and fee. 

§ 22-13 Renewal. 

§ 22-14 Cancellation, revocation and suspension. 

§ 22-15 Licensees' insurance, bonding and indeninification. 

§ 22-16 Territorial limits of license. 

§ 22-17 Container service limits. 

§ 22-18 General régulations goveming licensees. 

§ 22-19 Licensees' charges to customers. 

§ 22-20 The administration of licensing. 

§ 22-21 Exemptions. 

§ 22-22 Assignment or transfer of license — Change in bénéficiai ownership. 

§ 22-23 Annual reports. 

Article III. Penalties, Violations and Enforcement. 

§ 22-24 General penalty. 

§ 22-25 Civil penalty for violation of certain refuse régulations. 

§ 22-26 Appeals of décisions of the director of public works. 

§ 22-27 Limited private right of action for certain violations of this chapter. 

§ 22-28 Abatement by the local enforcement agency. 



' As to committing nuisance on airport, see § 3-2 of this code. As to placing trash, rubbish, etc., in parks, see § 20-1 8. As to depositing débris, etc., 
which decreases clarity of streams, etc., see § 23-2. As to disposai of septage, see § 24-43. As to discharging industrial waste, garbage, etc., into sew- 
ers, see § 24-27. (Ord. No. 3079.) 
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Article I. In General.^ 
Sec. 22-1 . Définitions. 

The following définitions shall apply within this chapter: 

"Approved disposai facility'' means a disposai site which has been issued approval for the landfill disposai of solid waste 
by the local enforcement agency. Such approval may be in the form of a solid waste facility permit or an exemption letter 
issued pursuant to state law. Ail solid waste opérations and activities, regardless of whether they are subject to a solid waste 
facility permit or exemption, are subject to ail applicable land use restrictions and régulations. 

""Approved non-disposal facility" means solid waste facilities such as transfer/processing stations and composting facili- 
ties which hâve been issued approval for the management of solid waste by the local enforcement agency. Such approval 
may be in the form of a solid waste facility permit or an exemption letter issued pursuant to state law. AU solid waste opéra- 
tions and activities, regardless of whether they are subject to a solid waste facility permit or exemption, are subject to ail 
applicable land use restrictions and régulations. 

"Board" means the board of supervisors of the county of Sonoma. 

"Container" means any heavy plastic or galvanized métal box, can, barrel, bin or similar type of container used for the 
accumulation of refuse and/or recyclables. 

"Corrugated cardboard" means and includes without limitation, those packaging and packing materials produced from 
paper fiber that are commonly referred to as corrugated cardboard that is suitable for recyclmg. 

"County" means the unincorporated area of the county of Sonoma. 

"Débris" meàns rubbish resulting from construction, démolition or altération of any building or structure, including, but 
not limited to, sheetrock, rebar, concrète, brick, mortar, wood and glass. 

"Débris box" means any container utilized solely for the accumulation of débris. 

"Director of public works" or "director of transportation and public works" mean the director of the department of trans- 
portation and public works of the county of Sonoma. 

"Garbage" means ail putrescible wastes and ail animal or vegetable refuse or residue that results from food préparation, or 
any decayed or unsound méat, fish, fruit or vegetable. 

"Licensee" means a person or business entity that has been issued a license pursuant to this chapter by the board to collect 
and haul refuse for hire. 

"Local enforcement agency" means the county of Sonoma department of health services, environmental health division, 
which has been so designated by the board and certifîed by the Califomia Integrated Waste Management Board. 

"Nuisance," as used in this chapter, means any activity that meets the following criteria: (1) is injurions to human health 
or is indécent or offensive to the sensés and interfères with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property; (2) affects an en- 
tire community or neighborhood or a considérable number of persons; and (3) occurs as a resuit of the storage, removal, 
transport, processing or disposai of solid waste in violation of this chapter. 

"Multi-unit premises" means commercial or residential buildings containing two or more tenancy units. The term in- 
cludes, but is not limited to, mobile home parks, apartment buildings and business parks. 

"Recyclables" means salvaged materials that otherwise would become solid waste but may be used as inputs for new, 
reused or reconstituted products. Recyclable materials such as paper items, glass, métal and plastic household containers 
include, but are not limited to the following items: newspapers, magazines, junk mail, office paper, cardboard, phone books, 
paper bags, aluminum, tin cans, aérosol cans, plastic and glass containers and aseptic packaging. 

"Refuse" means garbage, rubbish and débris, excepting sludges and hazardous waste as defïned in fédéral and state stat- 
utes. 

"Rubbish" means nonputrescible wastes, including but not limited to, unusable, unwanted or discarded material resulting 
from normal community or business activities, including any rubbish having any salvage value; provided, however, rubbish 
shall not include discarded appliances, fumiture, bulky items which cannot and will not be readily placed in a standard con- 
tainer and materials generated by the owner and held by the owner to be salvaged. 

"Scrap métal" means and includes ferrons and nonferrous métal scrap and other discarded métal items or materials that 
are suitable for recycling. 



■ The Califomia Integrated Waste Management Act govems the management of solid waste and recyclable materials. See Califomia Public Resources 
Code §§ 40000 et seq. and accompanying régulations. This chapter of the Sonoma County Code suppléments state law. 
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"Solid waste" means ail putrescible and non-putrescible solid and semisolid wastes, accumulated or delivered for collec- 
tion and disposai within the county, including refuse; ashes; industrial waste; tires; manure; vegetable or animal solid and 
sem-solid waste; and otber discarded solid or semi-solid wastes. "Solid waste" does not include hazardous waste or radioac- 
tive wastes regulated under Califomia Health and Safety Code section 1 14960 et seq. or médical wastes regulated under 
Califomia Health and Safety Code section 1 1760 et seq. 

"Sludge" or "biosolids" means the residual solids and semi-solids from the treatment of water, wastewater and other liq- 
uids. It does not include the effluent discharged from such treatment processes. 

"Source-separated materials" means discarded materials separated from the owner's mixed solid waste at the source with 
the intention of diversion for a bénéficiai use. Such materials include, but are not limited to, wood, métal, glass, plastic, card- 
board, office paper and yard débris. 

"Standard container" means a watertight can with a close-fitting cover, side bail handles, which bas a storage capacity 
ranging between twenty (20) gallons and ninety-six (96) gallons. 

"Wood débris" includes, wdthout limitation, dimensional lumber, pallets, shipping dunnage and similar discarded wood 
materials that are acceptable for reuse and/or recycling. 

"Yard débris" means and includes those materials generated during the maintenance and upkeep of lawns, gardens and 
other landscaped areas; Spécifie materials include, but are not limited to, leaves, grass clippings, pine needles, hedge and tree 
trimmings (maximum 30 tnches in diameter), and other similar végétative material. (Ord. No. 5679 § 2, 2006: Ord. No. 5363 
§ 1, 2002; Ord. No. 4810 § 1, 1994; Ord. No. 4765 § 2, 1994; Ord. No. 4572 § 1, 1992; Ord. No. 3079; Ord. No. 1837 § 1.) 

Sec. 22-2. Storage and disposai generally. 

(a) Refuse Containers Required. AU persons occupying or maintaining any premises within the county where refuse is 
created, produced or accumulated shall maintain sufficient standard containers for receiving and holding ail refuse which is 
produced, created or accumulated on such premises. 

(b) Multi-unit Premises — ^Recyclables Containers Required. Managers or owners of multi-unit premises where recycla- 
bles may be accumulated shall maintain sufficient containers for receiving and holding ail recyclables which are produced, 
created or accumulated on such premises. Such containers may be provided by the licensee. Managers or owners may apply 
to the director of transportation and public works for an exemption to this subsection. 

(c) Number and Size of Containers. The containers for refiise and recyclables shall be of sufficient size and adéquate 
number to contain without overflowing ail of the refuse and recyclables that are generated on the premises during the desig- 
nated removal period. 

(d) Weight of Containers. Licensees may refuse to pick up containers if the weight of the containers' contents would 
jeopardize the licensees' equipment or the health of the licensees' employées. 

(e) Unlawful Accumulations. No person shall accumulate solid waste in any amount that créâtes a nuisance. Garbage 
shall not be allowed to remain on the premises for more than seven (7) days. 

(f) County Approved Disposai or Non-Disposal Facilities. The board shall provide approved disposai or non-disposal 
facilities for the management of refuse collected within the county. The board may, by resolution, establish régulations gov- 
eming the use of approved disposai and non-disposal facilities. The board reserves the authority and right to establish, by 
resolution, a schedule of fées for the disposai of refuse and the acceptance of recyclables at any approved disposai or non- 
disposal facility owned or maintained by the county. 

(g) Design Review. The design of any new, substantially remodeled or expanded building or other facility shall provide 
for proper storage and disposai of refuse and recyclables generated on the premise during the designated removal period. The 
design shall be submitted for approval to the permit and resource management department and shall meet ail applicable régu- 
lations. This subsection shall not apply to one (1) or two (2) family dwellings. 

( 1 ) Refuse and recycling container areas shall be adéquate to be serviced by commercial mechanical loading trucks. 

(2) Commercial buildings with fifteen thousand ( 1 5,000) square feet of floor space or greater, and multiple housing 
units with seven (7) or more bedrooms, or any facility generating or anticipated to générale one ( 1 ) cubic yard or more refuse 
per week, shall provide sufficient container area(s) to house the number and size of containers required. Container areas shall 
not be less than ten feet (10') wide, seven and one-half feet deep and six feet (6') high. 

(3) Gates, if installed on the container area, shall be double doors, opening at the center and level with the access 
road. 
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(4) Access roads shall provide ail weather access and be capable of supporting refuse collection vehicle weight. Ac- 
cess roads shall hâve a minimum width of twelve feet (12'). 

(5) A tum around for the collection vehicle shall be provided in the immédiate vicinity of the container area. The 
tum around area shall not be less than a thirty-two (32') radius. 

(6) Overhangs, wiring or other obstructions on the approach to the container area must be at least thirteen feet six 
inches (13'6") high and at least sixteen feet (16') high directly over the container area. 

(7) The containers for refuse and recyclables shall be of sufficient size and adéquate number to contain without 
overflowing ail of the refuse and recyclables that are generated on the premises during the designated removal period. 

(h) Where the licensee fumishes storage containers, he or she is responsible for maintaining the containers in good con- 
dition unless they are fumished under other ternis, conditions or agreements. Storage containers shall be placed to minimize 
traffïc, aesthetic and other problems, both on the property and for the gênerai public. (Ord. No. 5679 § 2, 2006: Ord. No. 
3079; Ord. No. 1069 § 2.) 

Sec. 22-3. Littering generally.^ 

(a) Generally. No person shall throw or deposit, or cause to be thrown or deposited, any solid waste upon any premises 
whatsoever except at an approved disposai or non-disposal facility or in a manner that is otherwise authorized by fédéral, 
State and local laws. 

(b) State Law Relative to Littering. The attention of ail persons is directed to Section 374 of the Pénal Code and other 
provisions of the laws of the state prohibiting the littering of public highways. (Ord. No. 1069 § 3.) 

Sec. 22-4. Burning refuse.'^ 

The burning of refuse or any other offensive odor-producing materials may be donc only in accordance with the appropri- 
ate requirements of any govemmental agency having jurisdiction, including the department of emergency services, local fire 
districts, the Northern Sonoma County air pollution control district and the Bay Area air quality management district. (Ord. 
No. 5679 § 2, 2006: Ord. No. 1069 § 4.) 

Sec. 22-5. Ownership of refuse. 

AU refuse, upon being removed by a licensee from the premises where produced or accumulated, shall become and be the 
property of the licensee; upon this material being delivered to a disposai area, it shall forthwith become the property of the 
county. (Ord. No. 1069 § 5.) 

Sec. 22-6. Transporting of solid waste. 

(a) Spill Prévention. No person shall transport solid waste or biosolids over any public highway unless such solid waste 
or biosolids are contained in such a manner as to prevent dropping or spilling upon the highway. 

(b) Fire Prévention. No person shall transport recently bumed solid waste. (Ord. No. 5679 § 2, 2006: Ord. No. 3079; 
Ord. No. 1069 § 14.) 

Sec. 22-7. Foreign refuse — Scavenging at disposai areas. 

(a) No person shall dispose of any refuse that is generated outside the county at any disposai area within Sonoma 
County, except as otherwise authorized in this chapter and state and fédéral laws. 

( 1 ) Organic wastes and sludges may be imported and used as soil amendments if specifically permitted by a resolu- 
tion of the board and a valid land use permit. 



^ As to littering of the courthouse building and grounds, see §19-3 of this code. As to littering of public property generally, see §19-6 of this code. 
"* Wood-buming appliance requirements are contained in chapter 7C of this code. Open burning pennit requirements are contained in chapter 13 of 
this code. 
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(2) Nonhazardous geothermal drilling wastes may be importée and disposed of in permitted or exempted Sonoma 
County geothermal area disposai facilities if specifically permitted by a resolution of the board. A solid waste facility permit 
exemption also must be obtained from the local enforcement agency pursuant to state law. 

(3) Other foreign refuse may be disposed of at approved disposai facilities if specifically permitted by a resolution of 
the board. 

(b) No person shall engage in any scavenging activities at any disposai area unless specifically permitted by a resolution 
of the board. (Ord. No. 5769 § 2, 2006; Ord. No. 4765 § 3, 1994: Ord. No. 4594 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 3819; Ord. No. 2874; 
Ord. No. 1069.) 

Sec. 22-7A. Prohibition against disposing recyclable materials. 

No person shall dispose of any of the foUowing recyclable materials at any disposai area within Sonoma County: 

(1) Tires, whether shredded or not; provided, however, that if the public works director détermines that tires cannot be 
recycled for a spécifie time period, then the director may permit the disposai of tires at any disposai area for that time period; 

(2) Major appliances, including but not limited to: refrigerators, fi-eezers, air-conditioners, washing machines, clothes 
dryers, hot water heaters, dehumidifiers, conventional and microwave ovens, stoves, trash compactors and residential fur- 
naces; provided, however, that large apphances cannot be recycled for a specified time period, then the director may permit 
the disposai of large appliances at any disposai area for that time period; 

(3) Yard débris or wood débris; provided however, that if the public works director détermines that yard débris or wood 
débris cannot be recycled for a spécifie time period, then the director may permit the disposai of yard débris or wood débris 
at any disposai area for that time period; 

(4) Corrugated cardboard; provided however, that if the public works director détermines that corrugated cardboard can- 
not be recycled for a spécifie time period, then the director may permit the disposai of corrugated cardboard at any disposai 
area for that time period; 

(5) Scrap métal; provided however, that if the public works director détermines that scrap métal cannot be recycled for a 
spécifie time period, then the director may permit the disposai of scrap métal at any disposai area for that time period. (Ord. 
5679 § 2, 2006; Ord. No. 5363 § 2, 2002: Ord. No. 4810 § 2, 1994: Ord. No. 4574 § 1, 1992: Ord. No. 4370 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 22-8. Vehicle permits. 

(a) No person shall use any vehicle for coUecting, hauling or transporting solid waste or biosolids on any public highway 
within the county without first obtaining a vehicle permit firom the local enforcement agency; except that no permit shall be 
required for: 

(1) Persons hauling less than one-half cubic yard or ninety (90) gallons per week of garbage from their own rési- 
dences or businesses; 

(2) The hauling of débris or rubbish; 

(3) Vehicles traveling through the county without coUecting or disposing of solid waste or biosolids in the county. 

(b) The board reserves the authority and right to establish by resolution, a fee for each vehicle proposed to be used to 
haul solid waste or biosolids to defray the costs to the county in the administration of this chapter. Each person or business 
entity proposing to haul solid waste or biosolids pursuant to this chapter shall file with the local enforcement agency in writ- 
ing, on a form fumished, a permit application which demonstrates that each vehicle is durable, easily cleanable, designed for 
safe handling and constructed to prevent spilling. If the local enforcement agency détermines that the proposed vehicle meets 
this criteria, the local enforcement agency shall issue a vehicle permit and assign a permit number to each vehicle. The appli- 
cant shall affix the permit number to each vehicle proposed to be used in the location prescribed. 

(c) Vehicle permits may be canceled, revoked or suspended if the local enforcement agency finds that the vehicles used 
or proposed to be used are not durable, easily cleanable, designed for safe handling, constructed to prevent spilling , or oth- 
erwise violate the provisions of this chapter. 

(d) Inspection of Equipment. Equipment used for solid waste collection and transportation shall be made available for 
inspection as requested by the local enforcement agency for certification that the equipment conforms to the régulations of 
this chapter and other applicable laws and regulafions. 

(e) Equipment Required in Vehicles. Each vehicle hauling solid waste or biosolids in the county under permit shall carry 
a shovel, broom, spill absorbent and a fire extinguisher. 
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(f) Maximum Time Trucks May Remain Loaded. Permitted vehicles shall not be left loaded with solid waste or biosol- 
ids for over a twenty-four (24) hour period. 

(g) Lettering on Permitted Vehicles. AU permitted vehicles shall hâve painted or stenciled on a prominent place on the 
exterior of each vehicle the following information in four (4") inch capital letters: 

NAME OF AGENCY OR FIRM OPERATING THE VEHICLE 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 

(Ord. No. 5679 § 2, 2007: Ord. No. 3079; Ord. No. 1837 § 2.) 

Article II. LIcense to Collect, Haul and Transport.^ 

Sec. 22-9. Required — Exceptions. 

No person shall collect, haul or transport refuse on or from any public highway within the county or transport any refuse 
collected within the county over any public highway within the county, without first making application to the director of 
public Works and receiving an appropriate license. The provisions of this section shall not apply to persons hauling house- 
hold refuse from their own résidences, nor to farming or agricultural opérations, nor to municipalities or public agencies, nor 
to industrial, commercial or business establishments, nor to building contractors, nor to any of those hauling their own refuse 
or refuse generated by themselves, nor to any person transporting refuse from a transfer station pursuant to a contract be- 
tween that person and the county of Sonoma. It is the intent of this section to prohibit any person from hauling refuse for hire 
without first receiving a license pursuant to this chapter. (Ord. No. 3079; Ord. No. 1069 § 6.) 

Sec. 22-10. Application. 

Applicants for a license under this chapter shall file with the director of public works a verified application in writing on a . 
form fumished and approved by the director of public works, which shall hâve the following information: 

(a) Name of applicant; 

(b) Permanent home and business address and full local address of the applicant; 

(c) Trade or firm name; 

(d) If a joint venture, partnership, limited partnership or a syndicate, the names of ail partners or syndicators, their per- 
centage of participation and their permanent addresses; if a corporation, the names and permanent addresses of ail sharehold- 
ers, directors and officers and the percentage of participation of each; 

(e) The locations applicant has arranged for the disposai of ail refuse collected and transported by him at a disposai area 
where the same may be legally accepted and disposed; 

(f) ( 1 ) The number of vehicles owned by applicant suitable for the collection and transportation of refuse includmg li- 
cense numbers and the cubic volume of each. 

(2) The number of vehicles controUed by applicant suitable for the collection and transportation of refuse including 
license numbers and the cubic volume of each. For each pièce of equipment controlled, state the name of the owner, the 
owner's business address and a brief description of the terms of the fransaction by which applicant controls the equipment. 

(3 ) The location or locations where the equipment either owned or controlled by applicant may be inspected by the 
director of pubHc works. 

(4) A statement that such vehicles and equipment conform to ail applicable provisions of Chapter 22 of the Sonoma 
County Code. 

(g) A définitive description of the areas applicant proposes to serve by census tracts and traffic zones. Said description 
shall include: 

(1) The total population in each area proposed to be served. 

(2) The names and addresses of any licensee presently serving each area proposed to be served. 

(3) The number of pièces of equipment that applicant proposes to use to serve the area sought to be served including 
licensed vehicles and containers separately stated. 



' As to finance and taxation generally, see Ch. 12 of this code. 



(Revised 5-07) 22-6 



• 



§ 22-10 REFUSE § 22-12 



(4) A proposée! schedule of service to the areas sought to be served separately stating the regularity of garbage ser- 
vice and rubbish service, the estimated time to collect ail garbage from each area sought to be served and the amount of time 
required to transport ail garbage collected from each area to the proposed disposai areas. 

(5) An estimate, in détail, of the volume of refuse expected to be collected and transported from each area sought to 
be served for a period of two (2) years from the date of commencement of opération including an estimate of the gross in- 
come, cost of operating, gross profit, gênerai and administrative expenses, and net income before taxes that will resuit di- 
rectly to applicant from the proposed opération in the areas sought to be served. 

(6) A description of the fmancial arrangements that are proposed to be entered into by applicant to acquire the nec- 
essary equipment, the source of ail required funds, and a brief description of the terms of any transaction by which applicant 
will obtain any of the required funds. 

(h) If applicant is a going concem, copies of applicant's income statement for the last three (3) fiscal years; a copy of 
applicant' s balance sheet for the end of its fiscal year for the last three (3) years. If applicant is not a going concem, in lieu of 
the financial statements, a statement shall be submitted, in the form of a budget, setting forth: 

(1) The total projected financing requirements of applicant for the initial two (2) years of opération. 

(2) The source of ail required ftinds. 

(3) The use proposed to be made of ail funds received, including ail expenditures to be made or incurred. 

(i) The names and addresses of ail persons known to applicant in the areas sought to be served who would use appli- 
cant's service in the event the application is granted. 

(j) AU facts or reasons upon which applicant relies which show that the public convenience and necessity requires the 
granting of the application. 

(k) An applicant for a new license under this chapter or an existing licensee seeking to modify his license, shall file with 
the director of public works a verified application, in writing, on a form fumished and approved by the director of public 
Works which fomi may require such additional facts or information as the director of public works may deem necessary to 
process the application. 

(1) Ail applications shall be accompanied by a fee of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for filing each application 
for the issuance of a new license or a modification of an existing license. (Ord. No. 1837 § 3.) 

Sec. 22-1 1 . Processing of applications for new or modifiée! licenses — Issuing of licenses. 

(a) The director of public works shall conduct such investigation of each application as he shall deem necessary so as to 
be able to recommend to the board if said application should be granted in whole, in part, or denied. Such recommendation 
shall include the director of public works' findings conceming the fitness, willingness, and ability of applicant to properly 
perform the service proposed and to conform to the requirements of this chapter and the rules and régulations of the depart- 
ment of public works and his conclusion if the proposed service is or will be required by the présent or fiiture public conven- 
ience and necessity. 

Upon receipt of the recommendations of the director of public works the board may approve, either in whole or in part, or 
conditionally approve the application upon finding that: 

( 1 ) Applicant is fit, willing, and able to properly perform the services proposed and to conform to the requirements 
of this chapter and the rules and régulations of the department of public works. 

(2) The proposed service is or will be required by the présent and fiiture public convenience and necessity. 
In the event any required finding is not made, the application shall be denied. 

Upon approval or conditional approval, the director of public works shall issue the appropriate license pursuant to section 
22-9 hereof. (Ord. No. 1837 § 4.) 

Sec. 22-1 2. Term and fee. 

(a) Term. AU licenses issued under this chapter shall be effective for ten years fi-om the date of issuance unless otherwise 
provided or revoked. 
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(b) Présent licensees. Ali présent licensees under Ordinance No. 387 shall on the effective date of the ordinance from 
which this article dérives^ and upon the payment of the required fées hâve licenses issued for a period of ten years; provided, 
that they fully comply with this article. (Ord. No. 1837 § 5.) 

Sec. 22-13. Renewal. 

Any licensee under the provisions of this chapter may, at any time within five (5) years prior to the expiration of his li- 
cense, apply for a renewal thereof for a term not to exceed five years from the date of expiration of his current license. If the 
board fmds that the licensee, has during the term of the current license, operated in conformity with the provisions of this 
chapter and the rules and régulations of the director of transportation and public works and that he is capable of continuing 
the opération in conformity with this chapter, then said license may be renewed for an additional term, not to exceed five 
years from the date of expiration. 

In the event the board is unable to make any required fînding for renewal, the board shall deny the application without 
préjudice to the licensee who may renew his application for an extension after the passage of six (6) months' time. In the 
event that a license expires, no application for renewal will be accepted thirty (30) days after the expiration date. Each appli- 
cation for renewal of any license shall be accompanied by a filing fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00). (Ord. No. 5679 § 2, 
2006: Ord. No. 1837 §6.) 

Sec. 22-14. Cancellation, revocation, and suspension. 

Any license or permit issued under the provisions of this chapter may be suspended, cancelled, or revoked on ten (10) 
days' written notice mailed to the last business address of licensee as fumished to the director of public works in accordance 
with Section 22-24. The notice to the licensee shall be transmitted certified mail, retum receipt requested, upon the happen- 
ing of any one of the folio wing: 

(a) Any licensee fails or refuses to comply with the provisions of this chapter or the applicable rules and régulations of 
the department of public works. 

(b) The license is not exercised for any continuous thirty (30) day period. 

(c) The licensee has offered to assign or has assigned, either voluntarily or by opération of law, any license issued here- 
under without the prior written approval of the board. 

(d) There is any change in the légal or bénéficiai ownership, either directly or indirectly, by any person or entity holding 
a license without the prior written approval of the board. 

(e) The director of public works finds that the vehicles used or proposed to be used by the licensee for the collection and 
transportation of refuse are either insuffîcient, unfit, violate the provisions of this chapter, or violate the régulations adopted 
in accordance with this chapter. (Ord. No. 1837 § 7.) 

Sec. 22-15. Licensees' insurance, bonding and indemnification. 

(a) Prior to the issuance of any license under this chapter, the prospective licensee shall fumish the clerk of the board a 
cash deposit in the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars or a surety bond in the same amount fumished by a corporate surety 
authorized to do business in the state. Such bond shall be in favor of the county and shall be approved by the county counsel. 
Such bond shall be conditioned upon full and faithful performance by the licensee of his obligations under the applicable 
provisions of this chapter and any license issued hereunder and shall be kept in full force and effect by the licensee through- 
out the life of the license and ail renewals thereof; provided, however, that if the licensee has lees than one thousand (1,000) 
but more than five hundred (500) customers, the amount of such bond shall be one thousand dollars ($1,000.00); provided, 
further, that if the licensee has five hundred (500) or fewer customers the amount of the bond shall be five hundred dollars 
($500.00). The board may from time to time by résolution establish additional bond rêquirements as it dêems necessâry. 

(b) As a condition of the issuance of a license under the provisions of this chapter, the licensee shall agrée to the terms of 
this section. The licensee shall appear and défend ail actions against the county, its officers, employées and agents, arising 
out of the exercise of the license and shall indemnify and save the county, its officers, employées and agents harmless of and 



'' Editor's noie. The ordinance from which this article dérives, which ordinance repealed Ordinance No. 387, was adopted February 6, 1968, and be- 
came effective thirty days thereafter. 
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from ail claims, demands, actions or causes of action of every kind and description resulting directly or indirectly, arising out 
of, or in any way connected with the exercise of such license. 

(c) The licensee shall obtain and keep in force during the term of his license public liability and bodily injury insurance 
in an amount not less than two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00) for injuries or death to any one (1) person and not 
less than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) for injuries or death to more than one ( 1 ) person arising out of any one 
(1) accident or occurrence; property damage liability insurance in an amount not less than fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000.00); and workers' compensation insurance covering ail employées of the license. Copies of such policies, or certifi- 
cates evidencing such policies, shall be approved by the county counsel and filed with the clerk of the board prior to the issu- 
ance of any license. The county shall be named as an additional insured. Ail policies shall contain a provision requhing a ten 
( 1 0)-day written notice to be given the board prior to cancellation, modification or réduction of limits. The amounts of public 
liability insurance for bodily injury and property damage shall be subject to review and adjustment by the board. Ail insur- 
ance policies issued after July 1, 1968 shall hâve a termination date of July 1, 1969 and ail policy anniversary dates will be 
July 1 of each year. Before any license is issued, fhe prospective licensee's trucks shall comply with the régulations as set 
forth by this chapter and the pertinent provisions of the state Vehicle Code. (Ord. No. 1069 § 1 1.) 

Sec. 22-16. Territorial limits of license. 

The director of public works shall specify in ail licenses issued under the provisions of this chapter the territory in which 
the licensee may collect and transport refuse. No licensee shall at any time collect the refuse in the county outside the territo- 
rial limits fixed in the license issued to him. The territory so specified in any such license may be modifîed by the board fol- 
io wing reasonable notice and hearing. (Ord. No. 1069 § 12.) 

Sec. 22-17. Container service limits. 

No licensee under the provisions of this chapter shall be required to service containers over thirty-two (32) gallons capac- 
ity or any container exceeding eighty (80) pounds in weight. (Ord. 1069 § 13.) 

Sec. 22-18. General régulations governing licenses. 

(a) Records and reports. Ail licensees under the provisions of this chapter shall keep and maintain such records as the 
director of public works may require to ascertain the extent of compliance with this chapter and shall, if requested by the 
director of public works, submit periodic reports based on the records. 

(b) Minimum Number and Hours of Collection. AU licensees shall provide a minimum of regular weekly collections to 
their customers. The hours of collection in the residential areas shall be from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily, with no collections 
on Sundays and holidays. New Year' s Day, Christmas Day, Thanksgiving Day and July Fourth are recognized holidays. 

(c) Assumption of Service by County — Generally. In the event the refuse collection of a licensee is in default as herein 
provided, the county may forthwith take temporary possession of ail facilities and equipment of the licensee for the purpose 
of continuing the service which the licensee has agreed to provide and to préserve and protect the public health and safety. 
The county shall not hâve the right to retain possession of such facilities and equipment and to render the required service, 
until the licensee can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the board that required services can be resumed by the licensee; pro- 
vided, however, that such temporary assumptions of the licensee's obligations under this license shall not be continued by 
the county for more than one hundred twenty (120) days from the date such opérations were undertaken. Should the licensee 
fail to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the board that required services can be resumed by the licensee prior to the expira- 
tion of the aforementioned one hundred (120) days, the license or permit granted hereunder may be forfeited and the rights 
and privilèges granted in such license or permit may be cancelled and annulled. 

(d) Same — County to Receive Revenue. During any period in which the county has temporarily assumed the obligations 
of the license such subsection (c) of this section, the county shall be entitled to the gross revenue attributable to opérations 
during such period and shall pay thereirom only those costs and expenses applicable or allocable to such period; the excess, 
if any, of revenue over applicable or allocable costs and expenses during such period shall be deposited in the treasury of the 
county to the crédit of the gênerai fund. Final adjustment and allocation of gross revenue, costs and expenses to the period 
during which the county temporarily assumed the obligations of the licensee shall be determined by the auditor of the 
county. 
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(e) Same — ^Employment of Licensee's Personnel by County. Employées of the licensee may be employed by the county 
during any period in which the county temporarily assumes the obligations of the licensee under this chapter; provided, how- 
ever, that the rate of compensation to be paid such employées, or any other employées, shall be the rates in effect at the time 
the licensee's service was not interrupted by the labor dispute or prior to default. 

(f) License Not Assignable, etc. The license issued hereunder shall not be assignable, either voluntarily or by opération 
of law. If the licensee shall at any time during the term of his license become insolvent, or if proceedings in bankruptcy shall 
be instituted by or against the licensee, or if the licensee shall be adjudged bankrupt or insolvent by any court, or if a receiver 
or trustée in bankruptcy or a receiver of any property of the licensee shall be appointed in any suit or proceeding brought by 
or against the licensee, or if the licensee shall make an assignment for the benefit of the creditors, then and in each such case 
the license and the rights and privilèges granted thereby shall immediately cease, détermine and be forfeited and cancelled 
without notice and without suit or other proceedings. 

(g) Office, Téléphone, etc. The licensee shall establish and maintain an office where service may be applied for and 
complaints made. Such office shall be equipped with a listed téléphone to which calls from county résidents in his license 
area may be placed without payment and shall hâve a responsible person in charge between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m. of each day except Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

(h) Maps, Schedules and Other Information To Be Fumished. The licensee shall supply the county with current maps and 
schedules of collection routes and shall upon request supply county résidents with printed information cards containing in- 
formation regarding amounts of refuse which will be collected, complaint procédures, rates, régulations and days of collec- 
tion. 

(i) Liability of County for Payment of Service Rates or Charges. Neither the county nor nay of its offîcers or employées 
shall be liable for, or in any way responsible for the payments of any service rates or charges due the licensee for performing 
services to the résidents of the county. 

(j) Must Fumish Service. Ail licensees shall provide refuse pickup service to ail residential premises and commercial 
establishments situated within the area specified in their license should the residential occupant or operator of a commercial 
establishment request such service; provided that payment for such service is made and such service can be practically ren- 
dered. 

(k) Lettering on Trucks. Ail licensees shall hâve painted or stenciled on a prominent place on the exterior of each truck 
used in the collection of refuse the following information in four (4)-inch capital letters: 

NAME OF AGENCY OR FIRM OPERATING THE VEfflCLE 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 

(1) Truck Beds, etc. — Generally. The bodies of trucks used in the collection or transportation of refuse shall hâve water- 
tight beds of métal or of impervious material which can be cleaned. The beds shall be cleaned and disinfected at least once a 
day when in use. Licensees shall provide adéquate means to prevent refuse from escaping from the truck during collection or 
transportation. 

(m) Packer-type Trucks. Packer-type completely enclosed trucks shall be used by licensees under this chapter to the full- 
est possible extent. Other suitable equipment as required by terrain, type of refuse to be hauled or other spécial conditions 
may be approved by the director of public works. 

(n) Cleaning and Disinfection of Tanks, Containers, etc. AU garbage-conveying tanks and other réceptacles shall be 
cleaned and disinfected, both on the inside and outside thereof, immediately after being used and, at ail times, shall be kept 
free from any garbage on the outside thereof. 

(o) Conmiitment to Deliver Waste. Ail licensees shall deliver ail refuse and yard débris collected wdthin the county' s 
jurisdiction to county disposai areas or other locations as directed by the director of transportation and pubhc works. For 
purposes of this Section 22- 1 8(o), the term refiise shall not include source-separated materials (excluding yard débris). Such 
commitment shall be evidenced by a signed agreement in a form satisfactory to the director of transportation and public 
works. (Ord. No. 5679 § 2, 2006; Ord. No. 5150 § 1, 1999; Ord. No. 3079 § 1, 1982: Ord. No. 1069 § 15.) 
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Sec. 22-19. Licensees' charges to customers. 

(a) Licensee's charges to customers shall be based on the number of standard containers, quantity and type of refuse, 
number of separate pickup points, placement or distance of carry-out, frequency of service, terrain, distance from disposai 
sites and type of refuse; but in ail cases an equal price shall be charged for equal service. 

(b) Ail charges for service by the licensee shall be reasonable and unifomi for the same services. Any person contending 
that he has been required to pay an unreasonable charge for such service may file a written complaint with the director of 
public Works setting forth the facts of such alleged overcharge. The director of public works will notify the licensee of such 
complaint and shall investigate the matter of the complaint and conduct a noticed hearing to détermine the reasonableness of 
the charges for such service. Appeals from the détermination of the director of public works shall be pursuant to subsection 
(d)of Section 22-20. 

(c) AU licensees desiring to change rates shall file a request with the director of public works by October 1 st of the cal- 
endar year preceding the calendar year in which the rate change is desired. The director of public works shall make the rec- 
ommendation to the board of supervisors which, upon receipt of ail information desired may at its own discrétion deny or 
grant permission for a change of rates. 

(d) The board may grant or deny permission for rate changes in addition to those granted in subsection (c) of this section 
when it finds that the change is necessary. 

(e) In Heu of the provisions of subsection (c) of this section, ail licensees desiring to change rates in 1980 shall file a re- 
quest with the director of public works by October 15, 1979. The director of public works shall make the recommendation to 
the board of supervisors which, upon receipt of ail information desired, may at its own discrétion deny or grant permission 
for a change of rates. (Ord. No. 2541; Ord. No. 1069 § 17.) 

Sec. 22-20. The administration of iicensing. 

The administration of the Iicensing provisions of this chapter shall be the responsibility of the director of public works. 
(Ord. No. 4765 § 4, 1994: Ord. No. 1837 § 8.) 

Sec. 22-21. Exemptions. 

(a) Building contractors, professional gardeners, scavengers, cleanup men or others engaged in the hauling of their own 
refiise or refuse generated by themselves and disposing of such refisse at a disposai area operated and maintained by the 
county need not hâve a license as required by this chapter provided that: 

(1) A fee is not charged for the hauling of reftise; and 

(2) A public or private nuisance is not created. 

(b) Any person, fimi or entity that coUects and transports materials which are source separated with the intention of di- 
verting thèse materials fi-om the wastestream for a bénéficiai use need not hâve a license as required by this chapter provided 
that: 

(1) Such materials are not disposed of as a waste at any solid waste facility; and 

(2) Ail containers similar in appearance to débris boxes used for such materials shall be prominently marked "Recy- 
cle" with a minimum of twelve-inch (12") high letters on at least the widest two (2) sides of such containers; and 

(3) A public or private nuisance is not created. 

(c) This chapter shall not be construed to prevent householders from hauling refiise fi-om their own premises to a légal 
point of disposai. (Ord. No. 4572 § 2: Ord. No. 1069 § 19.) 

Sec. 22-22. Assignment or transfer of license — Change in bénéficiai ownership. 

In the event any person desires to acquire by sale, gift or other transfer, any license or the bénéficiai ownership of any 
portion of any interest in any entity holding any license, he shall first apply to the director of public works, in writing, in the 
form prescribed by the director of public works for the consent of the county to said sale, gift or other transfer of said license 
or said interest in the entity holding said license. Said application shall include the following information: 

(a) The background and identity of ail transférées to whom or on whose behalf the transfer is to be affected; 
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(b) The source and amount of ail funds or other considération used or to be used in effecting the transfer, and in the event 
any part of the proposed considérations is to be represented by considération borrowed or otherwise obtained for the purpose 
of effecting the transfer, a description of the transaction and the names of the parties thereto; 

(c) Such other information or facts as the director of public works may deem necessary in processing the application; 

(d) A fee of one hundred dollars ($1 00.00) for fïling each application to assign or transfer a license or more than fifteen 
percent (15%) of the bénéficiai ownership of any license. A fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) for filing an application to assign or 
otherwise transfer less than fifteen percent (1 5%) of the bénéficiai ownership of any entity holding a license pursuant to this 
chapter; 

(e) Upon receipt of any such application in proper form, the director shall: 

(1) Cause a copy of such application to be served on ail persons holding a license from the county pursuant to this 
chapter, 

(2) Conduct such investigafion as he deems necessary to verify the matters set forth in said application, 

(3) Transmit the application to the board of supervisors for hearing upon completion of his investigation together 
with his recommendation; 

(f) If the board finds that: 

(1) The terms and conditions of the proposed transactions are just and reasonable, and 

(2) The proposed transaction is consistent with the public's interest, the board shall, by resolution approve and au- 
thorize said transaction. (Ord. No. 1837 § 9.) 

Sec. 22-23. Annual reports. 

Each license shall on or before July Ist of each year inform the director of public works, in writing, of the foUowing: 

(1) Business address and téléphone number of licensee. 

(2) Names and addresses of ail officers, directors, shareholders, partners or other persons claiming a bénéficiai owner- 
ship of any entity holding a license. 

(3) Such other information as the director of pubhc works may scribe by régulation. (Ord. No. 1837 § 10.) 

Article III. Penalties, Violations and Enforcement. 
Sec. 22-24. General penalty. 

(a) The director of public works and the director's authorized agents and/or employées are authorized to issue citations 
for violation of any regulatory provision of this chapter. 

(b) Any person, firm or corporation or any agency, or employée of any person, firm or corporation who violâtes or 
knowingly permits a violation of any regulatory provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a public offense. The first and 
each subséquent conviction shall be a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars 
($500.00) or by imprisoimient in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
Each person, firm or corporation or agency or employée thereof shall be guilty of a separate offense for each day, or any 
portion thereof, during which any violation of this chapter is committed, continued or permitted and shall be punished ac- 
cordingly. (Ord. No. 4765 § 5, 1994.) 

Sec. 22-25. Civil penalty for violation of certain refuse régulations. 

(a) In addition to any other fee or penalty imposed by this code or by any other law, any person who violâtes Section 22- 
7(a) of this code shall pay to the county a sum equal to three times the amount of the county standard tipping fee for the total 
refijse disposed. The penalty imposed by this section shall be calculated upon the total amount of refiise disposed by the vio- 
lator on the day of violation, regardless of the percentage of refuse that is generated outside the county. 

(b) In addition to any other penalty or fee imposed by this code, or by any other law, any person who violâtes Section 22- 
9 of this code, shall pay to the director of public works a civil penalty of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for each indi- 
vidual violafion for each day such violafion continues. (Ord. No. 4765 § 5, 1994.) 
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Sec. 22-26. Appeals of décisions of the director of public worl<s. 

Any person who is dissatisfied with any décision or ruling of the director of public works under this chapter may appeal 
to the board. The board shall hear the matter de novo. Such appeal shall be taken by filing with the clerk of the board a notice 
of appeal within thirty days of the director's décision or ruling. The hearing on such appeal shall be only after a notice of the 
time thereof mailed to the applicant and to any respondent at least seven (7) days before such hearing. (Ord. No. 4765 § 5, 
1994.) 

Sec. 22-27. Limited private right of action for certain violations of this chapter. 

Any licensee who is in fuU compliance with the applicable requirements of this chapter who is damaged by any violation 
of Section 22-9 of this code may institute a civil proceeding for injunctive relief against such violation, for money damages, 
and for whatever other or additional relief the court deems appropriate. In any action brought pursuant to this section, the 
prevailing party shall be entitled to reasonable attomey's fées and costs pursuant to order of the court. The remédies avail- 
able under this section shall be in addition to, and shall not in any way restrict, any other rights or remédies available under 
law. (Ord. No. 4765 §5, 1994.) 

Sec. 22-28. Abatement by the local enforcement agency. 

The penalty and enforcement provisions set forth in the above sections of Article El do not apply to the provisions of 
Chapter 22 which are enforced by the local enforcement agency or its désignée. Upon receipt of information that there exists 
a violation of Sonoma County Code Sections 22-2(a), 22-2(c), 22-2(e), 22-2(g), 22-3, 22-6, 22-8, 22-18(k), 22-18(1) or 22- 
18(n), the enforcing offîcer may order that the violation cease pursuant to the procédures set forth in Sonoma County Code 
Chapter 1. Unless otherwise authorized by state law, the enforcing offîcer shall be entitled to recover abatement costs and 
civil penalties as set forth in Sections 1-7 and 1-7.1 of this code. (Ord. No. 5679 § 2, 2006.) 
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CHAPTER 23 
RIVERS AND STREAMS' 

Article I. In General. 

Article II. Water Clarity. 

§ 23-1 Unlawful to engage in work or opérations that decrease water clarity. 

§ 23-2 Unlawful actions declared public nuisance. 

§ 23-3 Permit required. 

§ 23-4 Violation — ^Penalty. 

Article III. Use of Motorboats on Russian River. 
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Article I. In General.^ 
Article II. Water Clarity.^ 
Sec. 23-1. Unlawful to engage in work or opérations that decrease water clarHy. 

(a) It is miiawftil to conduct or carry on any work or opérations which will in any way pollute, contaminate or roil 
the waters of any river or stream in Sonoma County in such manner as to decrease the clarity of the waters. 

(b) It is unlawful to deposit in or cause, suffer or procure to be deposited in, permit to pass into, or place where it 
can pass into, the waters of any river or stream in Sonoma County any débris, tailings, effluent or other substance from 
any source or opération whatsoever that decreases the clarity of the waters of any river or stream in Sonoma County. 

(c) It is unlawful to discharge or deposit or permit the discharge or deposit of any substance or material into any of 
the waters of any river or stream in Sonoma County which shall cause any condition therein that is detrimental to fish 
life, bird life or plant life or which may be injurious to public health, except as hereinafter set forth. 

(d) Except to construct dikes, dams or settling ponds, it is unlawful to engage in gravel removal, gravel digging, gravel 
washing or gravel processing work or gravel opérations in the waters of any river or stream in Sonoma County, except 
as hereinafter set forth. 

(e) Except as hereinafter set forth it is unlawful to engage in any other work or opérations that decrease the clarity 
of the waters of any river or stream in Sonoma County. (Ord. No. 3836R §§ 2 — 6, 1988.) 



'As to swiimning pools, see § 7-14 of this code. As to drainage and flood control, see Ch. 11. As to bridges, etc., see Cb. 15. 
^Editor's Note. — ^This article is reserved for future législation. 

For State law as to rivers and streams generally, see Wat. C. §§ 2500, 2501. As to Russian River generally, see Wat C. §§ 12698 to 
12700, 12725 to 12727. As to violating posted rules and régulations for beach, swimming or boating facilities, see §§ 20-28, 20-29. 

'Editor's Note. — Ordinance No. 339, from which this article was derived, was enacted by the people through the initiative process at 
an élection held on June 3, 1952. Ord. No. 339 was repealed by initiative at an élection held on November 3, 1981 and reenacted as Ord. 
3836R on June 7, 1988. 

For State law as to water pollution generally, see Wat. C. § 13000 et seq. As to power of county to regulate activities which might resuit 
in pollution of water, etc., see Wat. C. § 13001. 
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Sec. 23-2. Unlawful actions deciared public nuisance. 

Any work or opération which causes or contributes in whole or in part to any condition which is protîibited by this 
article is a public nuisance; and any person, firm, corporation or political entity maintaining or permitting the same shall 
be guilty of maintaining a public nuisance and it shall be the duty of the district attomey of the county of Sonoma to 
bring an action to abate the public nuisance. (Ord. No. 3836R § 7, 1988.) 

Sec. 23-3. Permit required. 

In the event that any person, firm, corporation or political entity shall find it necessary to do any work or to perform 
any opérations, for the purpose of protecting property riparian to a river or stream in Sonoma County or for the purpose 
of constructing dams, exclusively for recreational purposes, or for the purpose of doing construction work on riparian 
property in such a manner as to decrease the clarity of the waters of the river or stream, or to construct dikes, dams 
and settling ponds in connection with grave! removal, grave! washing or other gravel opérations in such a manner as 
to decrease the clarity of the waters of the river or stream, or to construct dikes, dams or settling ponds in connection 
with any gravel removal, gravel digging, gravel washing or gravel processing work or other gravel opérations in the 
waters of any river, or stream in Sonoma County, the person, finn, corporation or political entity shall first file an 
application for a permit with the board of supervisors in which the applicant shall state the manner in which the work 
or opérations will be performed, and if after an investigation by the board of supervisors it is apparent to the board of 
supervisors that the work or opérations are necessary and that the work or opérations will be performed in a manner 
which will not unreasonably decrease the clarity of the waters of the river or stream, the board of supervisors by a four- 
fifths vote shall issue a written permit to do the work or perform the opérations, stating in the permit the time within 
which the work or opérations shall be completed and its approvai of the manner in which the work or opérations shall 
be performed; and the holder of the permit must perform the work within the time provided and in accordance with the 
provisions of the permit No permit shall be valid for a period longer than thirty (30) days, except that upon proper 
application to the board of supervisors a permit may be extended by a four-fifths vote for additional periods of not more 
than thiity (30) days each. In the event of a violation of any of the terms of the permit, the permit must be immediately 
revoked by the board of supervisors. Such revocation may be by majority vote. (Ord. No. 3836R § 8, 1988.) 

Sec. 23-4. Violation — Penalty. 

It is deciared to be unlawful and a misdemeanor for any person, firm, corporation or political entity to violate any 
of the provisions of this article, and each violation is deciared to be a misdemeanor, and is made punishable by a fine 
not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment for a term not to exceed six (6) months, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment- (Ord. No. 3836R § 9, 1988.) 

Article III. Use of Motorboats on Russian River.^ 

Sec. 23-8. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this article, the foUowing words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them 
by this section. 

Motorboat. "Motorboat" means any device in, upon or which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn 
upon the waters of Russian River, in the county, except devices moved by human power, by sail or by gravity. 

Russian River. "Russian River" includes the waters of the Russian River from the Mendocino County line to the mouth 
of the Russian River. (Ord. No. 3308 § 1, 1984: Ord. No. 385 § 1; Ord. No. 140 §§ 1, 2.) 



*For State law as to authority of county to regulate motorboats, etc., see H. & N. C. § 660. As to violating posted mies and régulations 
for beach, swimming or boating facilities, see §§ 20-28, 20-29. 
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Sec. 23-9. Speed restrictions. 

(a) Every owner, operator or person in command of any power boat or motorboat is guilty of a misdemeanor who 
opérâtes it or permits it to be operated at a speed in excess of flve (5) miles per hour adjacent to any bathing beach, 
swimming float, diving platform, life line, way or land float to which boats are made fast or which is used for the 
embarkation or discharge of passengers. 

(b) No person shall operate any motorboat at a speed in excess of five (5) miles per hour on that part of the Russian 
River from its mouth to Duncan Mills. 

(c) Every such person shall drive or operate such power boat or motorboat at ail times at a careful and prudent speed, 
not greater than is reasonable or proper, having due regard to the traffic, width and use of the Russian River for boating 
and bathing. 

(d) In ail charges for a violation of this section, "speeds in excess of those set forth in subsection (a) of this section 
shall be taken as prima facie but not as conclusive évidence of a violation of this section. (Ord. No. 3308 §2, 1984: Ord. 
No. 385 § 2; Ord. No. 140 § 5.) 

Sec. 23-10. Repeaied by Ord. No. 3308. 

Sec. 23-11. Passing beaches. 

(a) Ail motorboats traversing the waters of the Russian River, opposite any beach wherein the public congregate, or 
wherefrom swimmers or bathers bathe or swim, or whereon boats are moored, or from which boats or canoës are rented 
to the public, except when entering its mooring or stopping to take on or let off passengers, shall pass on the side farthest 
from the beach. 

(b) No motorboat shall, opposite any bathing beach, except when entering its mooring or stopping to take on or let 
off passengers, make any left or right hand tum, or be otherwise maneuvered other than in a gênerai course up or down 
streatn. (Ord. No. 385 § 4; Ord. No. 140 § 7.) 

Sec. 23-12. Noise control. 

No person shall drive or operate a motorboat up)on the Russian River unless such motorboat shall hâve devices in good 
working order which shall be at ail times in constant opération to prevent excessive or unusual noise, nor drive a 
motorboat when such motor is equipped with a muffler "cut-out" capable of being operated by the driver or occupant 
thereof. (Ord. No. 385 § 5; Ord. No. 140 § 8.) 

Sec 23-13. Races. 

Speed boat or motorboat races may be held on the waters of the Russian River upon written permission first being 
obtained from the board of supervisors. Application for permission to hold speed boat or motorboat races shall be in 
writing and shall be filed with such board at least thiny (30) days prior to the i^roposed date of such speed boat or 
motorboat race. Such application shall set forth the place, date and time of the proposed speed boat or motorboat races 
and shall be signed by the person proposing to conduct such speed boat or motorboat races. After such investigation 
as it may deem necessary, the board of supervisors may grant permission to conduct motorboat races over courses 
established, marked and patrolled by authority of the county. (Ord- No. 385 § 6.) 

Sec. 23-14. Spécial use areas. 

(a) No person shall operate a motorboat within fifty (50) yards of the shore of Penny Island during the months of 
February through June. 

(b) No person shall operate a motorboat near the sandbar at the mouth of the Russian River during the period of March 
15th to June 15th annually in such a manner as to disturb fur-bearing mammals. (Ord. No. 3308 § 3, 1984.) 
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Sec. 23-15. River closure during fioods and receding floods. 

(a) In order to ensure public health and safety, the public waterways (as defined in Section 100 of the Califomia 
Harbors and Navigation Code) and navigable waters (as defined in Section 36 of the Califomia Haibors and Navigation 
Code) of the Russian River will be closed to ail vessel traffic, except authorized emergency rescue and patrol vessels 
operated by public safety or peace officers, from the Mendocino County line to the mouth of the Russian River when 
the river flows reach thirty-two feet (32') as measured at the Guemeville Bridge (Hwy 1 16) and shall remain closed 
until the river flows recède to twenty-fïve feet (250 as measured at the Guemeville Bridge (Hwy 116). 

(b) Every passenger, operator or person in command of any vessel (other than an authorized emergency rescue or 
patrol vesseis described above) upon the Russian River when it has been declared closed pursuant to subsection (a) of 
this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. No. 5137 § 1, 1999.) 
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CHAPTER23A 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUAUTY ACT OF 1970 IMPLEMENTATION 



Article I. in General. 
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§ 23A-13 AothcHity and iesponsifai]ity of conmnitlBe. 
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§ 23 A- 16 Négative DeclaiatioD — Notice of detennination. 
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§ 23A-18 Diaft EIR— Notice of piqjaiation. 
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§ 23A-22 Diaft EIR— Public review. 

§ 23A-23 Draft EIR— PuHic heanng. 

§ 23 A-24 Préparation of final EDt 

§ 23A-25 PnUic project action. 

§ 23A-26 PqUîc project ^jproval — Mandatoiy ûndings and statement of oveniding considérations. 

§ 23A-27 EIR— Notice of détermination. 

§ 23A-28 Procédures conceirûng appeaL 

§ 23A-29 throngh 23A-34. Reseived. 

Article III. Piîvate Projects. 

§ 23A-35 Décision tnaking body. 

§ 23A-36 Autbority and lespcmsibility of tiie plaiming director. 

§ 23A-37 Autbority and zesponsibility of the conunittee. 

§ 23A-38 lime limitation for initial décision. 

§ 23A-39 PuUic heatings genezally. 

§ 23A-40 Négative Déclaration — Public iK>tice and review. 

§ 23A-41 Négative Déclaration — ^Private project décision. 

§ 23A-42 Négative Declarati<xi — Notice of detennination. 

§ 23A-43 EIR — Responsitnlity of planning director. 

§ 23A-44 Draft EIR— Notice of {séparation. 

§ 23A-45 Draft EIR— Eaily consultations. 

§ 23A-46 Diaft EIR — Notice of completion. 

§ 23A-47 Draft EIR— J>uHic notice. 

§ 23A-48 Draft EIR— Public review. 

§ 23A-49 Draft EIR— PuWic heaiing. 
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§ 23A-52 Private pioject î^ipioval — Mandatoiy findings and statement o{ ovezridiiig considérations. 
§ 23A-53 Procédures whete the planning commission is advisory only. 
§ 23 A-54 EIR — Notice of detennination. 
§ 23A-55 Procédures concendng ^rpeal. 
§ 23A-56 throogh 23A-59. Reserved. 

Article iV. County as Responsible Agency. 

§ 23A-60 Coonty's duties as a responsible agency in gênerai. 
§ 23A-61 Shift to lead agency responsibilities. 
§ 23A-62 Délégation of coanty's daties. 

Article V. Mitigation Monitoring. 

§ 23A-63 Ap{^cability to puUic and private projects. 

§ 23A-64 Pinpose of the mitigation monitonng plan. 

§ 23A-é5 Contents of the mitigation monitoiing jdan. 

§ 23A-66 Rôles and responsibilities. 

Article I. In General. 
Sec. 23A-1. Purpose. 

This chapter may be cited as the Environmental Quality Ordinance of Sonoma County. This chapter is adopted foc 
the purpose of implementîng the Califomia &ivironmental Quaiity Act (hercinafter Act) and State CEQA Guidelines 
and to: 

(1) Inform décision makers and the public about the potential significant environmental effects of proposed activities; 

(2) Identify ways that environmental damage can be avoided or significantly reduced; 

(3) Prevent significant avoidable damage to the environment by requiring changes in projects through the use of 
alternatives or mitigation measures when the changes are found to be feasible; 

(4) Provide a process for deteimination, analysis and review of environmental quaiity issues preliminaiy to décision 
making, and a process for décision making and appeal; 

(5) Offer the opportunity for public participation in the décision making process rcgarding SoncHna County's 
environmental quaiity as provided in Section 15201 of the Guidelines; 

(6) Disclose to the public the reasons why décision makers approved a project in the manner chosen. (Ord. No. 3411 
§2.) 

Sec. 23A-2. Applicabillty of articles. 

(a) Article I of this chapter is applicable to ail projects. Article II of this chapter is applicable to public projects 
undertaken by the County. Article ni of tiiis chapter is ^plicable to private projects. Article IV of this chapter is 
applicable to projects for which the county is a responsible ^ency. 

(b) AU other projects shall be brought to the attention of the board of supervisors so that the board can establish proper 
procédures for complying with the Act and Guidelines. (Ord. No. 3411 § 2.) 

Sec. 23A-3. Applicabillty of Act and Guidelines. 

The procédures delineated in the Act and Guidelines, where ^piicable, appiy to ail projects. Ail lead departments shall 
retain environmental documents until the project is constructed and ail the required mitigation measures completed. (Ord. 
No. 3411 §2.) 
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Sec. 23A^. Définitions. 

(a) General. Unless the context requires otherwise, tiie définitions used in the Act and Guidelines apply to this chapter. 

(b) Act means the Califomia Environmental Quality AcL 

(c) Board means the Board of Supervisors of the County of Sonoma. 

(d) Commîttee means the Environmental Review Committee, consisting of representative(s) of public agencies and 
private individuals as appointed by resolution of the board of supervisors. 
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(e) County means the County of Sonoma. 

(f ) Décision Making Body means any person or group of people within the County of Sonoma designated by law to approve 
or disapprove a project, except as provided in Article III. 

(g) Environmental Impact Report, or EIR, means a detailed statement prepared under ŒQA describing and analyzing the 
signifîcant environmental effects of a project and discussing ways to mitigate or avoid the effects. 

(h) Expanded Initial Study means a spécifie study containing data and informadon which would enable the Planning Director 
to complète préparation of an Initial Study. 

(i) Feasible means capable of being accomplished in a successful manner within a reasonabie period of time, taking into 
account économie, environmental, légal, social, and lechnological factors. 

(j ) Fïndings means an explanation of the reasons for action on a project. 

(k) Guidelines means those régulations in Division 6 Title 14 (commencing with Section 15000) of the Califomia Administra- 
tive Code. 

(1) Initial Study means a preliminary analysis prepared by the Lead Department or Planning Director to détermine whether 
an EIR or a Négative Déclaration must be prepared or to identify the signifîcant environmental effects to be analyzed in an EIR. 

(m) Lead Department and Responsible Department. Lead Department means that department whose budget contains or 
would contain a majority of the County funds necessary to undenake the proposed public projea, uniess another department is 
designated by the Board of Supervisors. Ail other departments which are responsible for resources or progiams that may be 
affeaed by the proposed public projea are Responsible Departments. 

(n) Ministerial describes a govemmental décision involving little or no personal judgment by a public of fîdal as to the wisdom 
or manner of carrying eut a project. Common examples of ministerial permits indude automobile registrations, dog licenses, 
etc. 

(o) Mitigation încludes: 

(1) avoiding the impaa altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action. 

(2) minimi2dng impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its implementation. 

(3) rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the impacted environment. 

(4) reducing or eliminating the impact over time by préservation and maintenance opérations during the life of the action. 

(5) compensating for the impaa by replacing or providing substitute resources or enviroimients. 

(p) Notice of Completion means a brief notice filed with the Office of Planning and Research by the Lead Department or 
Planning Direaor as soon as a Draft EIR has been completed and copies are ready to be sent out for review. 

(q) Notice of Détermination means a brief notice to be filed by the Lead Department or Planning Direaor after approval of 
or détermination to carry out a projea which is subjea to the requirements of CEQA. 

(r) Notice of Exemption means a brief notice which may be filed by the Lead Department or Planning Direaor after it has 
been decided to carry out or approve a projea that has been determined to be exempt from CEQA as being ministerial, categori- 
cally exempt, an emergency, or subjea to another exemption from CEQA. 

(s) Notice of Préparation means a brief notice sent by the Lead Department or Planning Direaor to notify the Responsible 
Agendes, Trustée Agendes, învolved Fédéral Agendes and the public that they plan to prépare an EIR for a projea. The purpose 
of such notice is to solidt guidance as to the scope and content of the environmental information to be induded in the EIR. 

(t) Planning Director means the Direaor of the Department of Planning or the Direaor's désignée. 

(u) Private Project means the whole of an action, which has a potential for resulting in a physical change in the environment, 
direaly or ultimately, that is an activity which wiU be carried oui by a person or entity other than the County, but which will need 
a discretionary approval from the County for a contract, finandal assistance, lease, permit, license, certifïcate or other entitle- 
ment for use. The term "private projea" shall not be construed as inciuding any aoion which is not a projea imder the Act or 
Guidelines. 

(v) Public Project means the whole of an aaion which has a potential for resulting in a physical change in the environment, 
directiy or ultimately, that is an activity direaly undertaken by the County or financed in whole or part by the Coimty inciuding, 
but not limited to, any of the following: 
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(1) public Works construction and related activities either by contract or otherwise; 

(2) clearing or grading land either by contract or otherwise; 

(3) împrovements to existing public structures either by contract or otherwise; 

(4) the enactment or amendment of a zoning ordinance, spécifie plan, gênerai pian, or gênerai plan dément initiated by a 
resolution of intention of either the Board or the Planning Commission; 

(5) a lease where the County is lessor or lessee. 

The term "public project** shall not be construed as including any action which is not a project uaider the Act or Guidelines. 

(w) Shall means mandatory; may means permissive and should means directory. 

(x) Significanî effect on the environment means a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical 
conditions within the area affeaed by the projea including land, air, water, minerais, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and objects of 
historic or aesthetic significance. An économie or social change by itself shall not be considered a significant effect on the 
environment. A social or économie change related to a physical change may be considered in determining whether the physical 
change is significant. 

(y) Statement of Overriding Considérations means a written statement gjving the spécifie reasons in support of an action 
which allows the occurrence of identified significant effects which are not at least substantially mitigated. Such reasons must be 
based upon the Final EIR and/or other information in the record. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-5. Public Comment Encouraged. 

The Board of Supervisors recognizes the fact that public comment on enviromnental dociunents provides a means by which 
private citizens can cooperate and join with the County in securing, whenever feasible, a lasting enviromnental héritage. To that 
end, the Board of Supervisors encourages members of the public to comment on enviromnental documents. Comments should be 
sent in writing to the Lead Department or Planning Director prior to the end of the review period. Comments should be as 
detailed, factual and spécifie as possible. (Ord. No. 3411 §11.) 

Sec.23A-6. Notice Generaliy. 

(a) The Lead Department or Planning Director may combine public notice required herein with other public notices otherwise 
required by law for the project. The alternatives set forth for providing notice shall not preclude the Lead Department or 
Planning Director from giving additional notice by other means. 

(b) Notice prescribed by this chapter shall be deemed given on the earliest of the following applicable dates: the date of 
mailing, the date of posting or the date of publication. 

(c) Errors, irregularities or neglect in the provision of any notice prescribed by this chapter shall not m any way affect the 
validity or legality of the adoption or certification of enviromnental documents or approval or disapproval of a project unless 
such error, inegulsuity or neglect is cleariy substantial and prejudicial and that by reason of such errer, etc., the party complaining 
suffered substantial injury and that a différent resuit wouid hâve been probable if such error etc., had not occurred. 

(d) The Lead Department and Planning Director should make a concened effort to provide early notice and solicit comment 
on enviromnental documents from the public and interested organizations so that a broad range of interests and opinion is 
available to décision makers regarding the impacts of projects. (Ord. No. 341 1 §n.) 

Sec.23A-7. Réduction in Review Period 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the Planning Director, when saiisfied that the requirements of the Aa and 
the Guidelines hâve been met, may set shorter time periods for review and comment upon enviromnental dociunents than those 
time periods specified herein. A shorter time period shall not be used if it results in insufficient time for such public review and 
comment. (Ord. No. 3411 §IL) 
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Sec. 23A-8. Désignation of Additional IVlinisterial Projects. 

The foUowing permits are déterminée! to be ministerial permits: 

(a) Building or zoning pennits for a building or use of land outside a scenic design district and for wliich design review 
is not required. 

(b) Approval of final subdivision maps. 

(c) Issuance of encroachment permits pursuant to Article 1 1 of Chapter 15 of the Sonoma County Code. 

(d) Issuance of grading permits pursuant to Chapter 7 of the Sonoma County Code and Appendix Chapter 33 of the 
Califomia Building Code. 

(e) Issuance of water well construction, reconstruction, or démolition permits pursuant to Chapter 25B of the Sonoma 
County Code. 

(f) Issuance of drainage permits pursuant to Chapter 1 1 of the Sonoma County Code. 

(g) Approval of drainage, flood control, and stormwater clearances pursuant to Chapters 7 and 1 1 of the Sonoma County 
Code. (Ord. No. 5603 § 3(a), 2005: Ord. No. 341 1 § II) 

Sec. 23A-9. Duties of County Clerk. 

The County Clerk shall hâve the duty to post a list of the Notices of Détermination which are filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk. Each such Notice shall be listed when filed, shall remain on the posted list for a period of thirty (30) days, 
and shall then be retumed to the Plaiming Director (private projects), or appropriate Lead Department (public projects). 
(Ord. No. 3411 § H.) 

Sec. 23A-10. Reserved. (Ord. No. 3411 § H.) 



Article II. Public Projects. 

Sec. 23A-11. Authority and Responsibillty of Lead Department. 

(a) The Lead Department shall hâve the authority and responsibility in accordance with the standards delineated in the 
Act and the Guidelines and ail applicable ordinances and resolutions of the Board to do the following: 

(1) to detemiine whether or not an action is a public project in accordance with Section 15378 of the Guidelines; 

(2) to détermine those instances where it can be seen with certainty that the public project will not hâve a significant 
effect semi-color on the environment; 

(3) to détermine whether or not a public project is a spécial situation pursuant to Article 12 or is exempt pursuant to 
Articles 18 and 19 of the Guidelines; 

(4) to conduct an Initial Study; 

(5) to prépare a Négative Déclaration or an EIR; 

(6) to provide public notices; 

(7) to prépare responses to public comments; 

(8) to file notices, including Notices of Détermination, Notices of Préparation, Notices of Completion and Notices 
of Exemption; 

(9) to carry out such other duties as are necessary to comply with State and local law and régulations. 

(10) In the event that the Lead Department détermines vsdth certainty that either the public project will not hâve a 
significant effect on the environment or the public project is exempt pursuant to Articles 18 and 19 of the Guidelines, the 
Lead Department may file a Notice of Exemption in accordance with Section 15062 of the Guidelines with the County 
Clerk of the county in which the project will be located. The décision of the Lead Department to file a Notice of Exemption 
may be appealed as provided in Secfion 23A-28(b). 

(c) Each Lead Department shall maintain a spécial notice list containing the names and addresses of ail persons request- 
ing spécial notice of either ( 1 ) meetings of the Committee (2) the préparation of a Négative Déclaration or (3) the prépara- 
tion of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) conceming public projects sponsored by that Department. Each person 
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requesting spécial notice shall (1) pay a reasonable armual fee to be determined by resolution of the Board to cover costs, 
and (2) make written request for spécial notice to the Lead Department and obtain a receipt issued by the Lead Department 
indicating that spécial notice has been requested. Payment of fées for spécial notice shall be made directly to the Lead De- 
partment which shall maintain a separate notice list, a separate file of written requests, and a separate file of copies of the 
receipts of requests for spécial notice as issued by the Lead Department. After a person makes written request, pays the re- 
quired fee and obtains a receipt issued by the Lead Department, that person's name and address will be placed on that De- 
partment' s spécial notice list until the following December 3 Ist. On or before December 1 of each year, the Lead Depart- 
ment shall send notice to each person on the list. Said notice shall state that the payment of the annual fee to the Lead De- 
partment and an additional written request for spécial notice will be required if that person's name and address is to remain 
on the Department' s spécial notice list. In the event that the fee and request are not submitted by December 3 Ist, the name 
of that person shall be stricken from the Department' s spécial notice list. (Ord. No. 341 1 § U.) 

Sec. 23A-12. Initial Study and Referral to Committee. 

(a) In the event that the public project is subject to the Act, Guidelines, and this ordinance, then the Lead Department 
shall conduct an Initial Study in accordance with Section 15063 of the Guidelines. To the maximum extent possible, the 
Lead Department shall consult with Responsible Agencies, Departments and Trustée Agencies responsible for resources 
affected by the project. The Lead Department shall consult with the Planning Director prior to préparation of the Initial 
Study and shall also consult with any persons or entities which it believes would be concemed with the environmental ef- 
fects of the project. The Lead Department shall keep a record of ail consultations made during préparation of the Initial 
Study. Upon completion of the Initial Study, the Lead Department shall refer the project and Initial Study to the Committee. 

(b) The Lead Department shall provide notice of meetings of the Committee to ail persons and entities who hâve re- 
quested notice pursuant to Section 23A-1 l(c). (Ord. No. 341 1 § II.) 

Sec. 23A-13. Authority and Responsibility of Committee. 

(a) The Committee shall détermine on the basis of the Initial Study and in accordance with the standards delineated in 
the Act, Guidelines, and this ordinance, whether or not the public project may hâve a significant effect on the environment. 

(b) In the event that the Committee détermines that the public project will not hâve a significant effect on the environ- 
ment, then the Committee shall direct the Lead Department to prépare a Négative Déclaration which shall include the in- 
formation required by Section 15071 of the Guidelines. 

(c) The Committee may recommend mitigation measures which, if included as part of the project, would substantially 
reduce or avoid any potentially significant adverse effects of a project identified in the Initial Study. In the event that the 
project is so revised by agreement of the Lead Department in accordance with Section 15070 of the Guidelines and the 
Committee détermines that ail of the potentially significant adverse effects of the project identified in the Initial Study are 
mitigated to a point where 1 ) no clearly significant effects would occur or 2) there is no substantial évidence that the project 
as revised may hâve a significant effect on the environment, the Committee shall direct the Lead Department to prépare a 
Négative Déclaration in accordance with Section 15071 of the Guidelines. 

(d) In the event that the Committee détermines that the public project may hâve a significant effect on the environment, 
then the Committee shall détermine the scope of the required EIR and shall direct the Lead Department to prépare the EIR 
or to contract for its préparation. If there is a previously prepared EIR which the Committee détermines to be applicable to 
the project, the Committee shall direct the Lead Department to utilize said EIR to the extent possible. A Subséquent or Sup- 
plemental EIR shall only be required upon a finding that specified conditions set forth in Sections 15162 and 15163 of the 
Guidelines are met. (Ord. No. 341 1 § H.) 

Sec. 23A-14. Négative Déclaration: Public Notice and Review 

(a) In accordance with Sections 15072 and 15073 of the Guidelines, the Lead Department shall provide notice to the 
public of the préparation of a Négative Déclaration at least ten (10) days prior to final adoption of the Négative Déclaration 
by the Board of Supervisors unless the project will be considered by the Planning Commission pursuant to Sec. 23A-15 in 
which case the Lead Department shall provide such public notice at least ten (10) days prior to the Planning Commission's 
considération. In either case, notice shall at minimum, state the name and location of the proposed project, the name and 
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address of the Department where the Négative Déclaration and written comments, if any, can be reviewed, where written 
comments should be sent and the deadline for receiving ail written comments. Notice shall also describe the nature of the 
Project in a manner that can reasonably be understood by the lay public. Notice shall also be provided to ail persons and 
entities who hâve requested notice pursuant to Section 23 A- 1 l(c). 
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(b) The Lead Department sfaail provide notice of a proposed Négative Déclaration to every Responsibie agency and Trustée 
agency concemed with the projea and every other public agency with jurisdiction by law over natural resources affected by the 
Project. In the event thaï the Négative Déclaration must be submitted to the State Qearinghouse for review pursuant to Sections 
15073, 15205, and 15206 of the Guideiines, the noticed review period shall be at ieast thirty (30) days uniess a shoner period is 
approved by the aearinghouse. (Ord. No. 3411 §11.) 

Sec 23A-15. Négative Deciaration: Public Project Décision. 

(a) If the public project is one which requires a détermination under Government Code Section 65402 or is Usted in Sec. 
23 A-4(v)(4), the Négative Dedaration together with any written comment(s) thereon shaU be made availabie by the Lead Depan- 
ment to the Planning Commission for its considération and review uniess the Planning Director waives the public hearing 
requirement pursuant to Board of Supervisors Résolution #65734. Thereaftez; the Négative Deciaration, wrinen comments there- 
on, and P lannin g Commission recommendadons shall be submitted to the Board of Supervisors prior to the Board's final action. 
In the event that the project does not require a détermination under Government Code Section 65402 and is not induded imder 
Sec. 23A-4(vK4), the Négative Dedaration and written comments thereon shall be submitted directiy to the Board of Supervisors 
by the Lead Department with the comments of the Planning Directoi: 

(b) The Board of Supervisors shall review and consider the Négative Dedaradon and conmiem(s), if any, and either adopt or 
reject the Négative Dedaration prior to making a décision on the public project. If the Board of Supervisors lejects the Négative 
Déclaration, then the Board may refer the project to the Lead Department for préparation of an Environmental Impact Repon 
or disapprove the projea. If the Board adopts the Négative Déclaration, then it may proceed to approve or disapprove the public 
projea, 

(c) In the event that subséquent changes are proposed in a projea which wiH require importam revisions of the previous EIR 
or Negadve Deciaration due to the involvement of new signifîcant environmental impacts not addressed in the previous EIR or 
Négative Dedaration on the project, then a revised environmental document shall be processed in accordance with tfais ordinance 
and the information contained therein shaU be reviewed and considered prior to approval of said changes. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-16. Négative Dedaration: Notice of Détermination. 

Wîthin five (5) working days of the date of Hnal approval by the Board of Supervisors of a public projea for which a Négative 
Déclaration bas been adopted, the Lead Department shall file a Notice of Détermination in accordance with Section 15075 of the 
Guideiines with the County Qerk(s) of the County(ies) in which the public projea will be located. If the projea requires 
discretionary approval from any State agency, the Lead Department shall also fîle a Notice of Daermination with the Office of 
Planning & Research. Upon retum of the Notice by the Oerk(s), the Lead Department shall retain the Notice of Daermination 
for at ieast nine (9) months after posting by the Qerk(s). (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-17. EIR: Responsibiiity of the Lead Department 

After receiving direction to prépare an EIR, the Lead Department sfaail either (1) prépare an EIR or (2) engage the services of 
an outside consuitam for the purpose of preparing an EIR. The EIR shall be prepared in accordance with Artides 9, 10, and 11 of 
the Guideiines. (Ord. No. 341 1 §n.) 

Sec.23A-18. DQR: Notice of Préparation. 

The Lead Department shall send to each Responsibie Agency a Notice of Préparation stating that an ËIR will be prepared. This 
notice shaU also be sent to every fédéral agency involved in approving or funding the projea and to those trustée agences 
re?r)onsibIe for natural resources affeaed by the projea. Pursuant to Section 15082Cb) of the Guideiines, responses to the Notice 
of Préparation shouid be accepted as soon as possible but not later than forty-five (45) days after the Notice of Préparation is sent 
out. The Notice of Préparation shall mea the requirements of Section 15082(a) of the Guideiines and shall be sent by certifîed 



23A-7 



§ 23A-18 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 23A-23 

mail or other meiâod of transmittal wfaicfa provides a record of recdpt of the notice by cach agency. The Lead Department or 
consultant may begin preparanon of but xnay not complète the DEIR prior to recdving ail of the responses to tbe Notice of 
Préparation. (Ord. No. 341 1 §n.) 

Sec23A-19. 0E3R: Early Consultation 

Prior to completing a DEIR, the Lead Department should, in accordance with Section 15083 of the Giriridines, consuit directly 
with any person or entity wfaicb it bdieves wouid be concemed with the enviromnental effects of the project. The Lead Depan- 
ment should fiirther consuit with the appropriate fédérai agency whenever there is fédéral involvemeot with the project in order to 
détermine whether or not an EIS will be r e quir ed. If both an EIR and an EIS are required, the documents should be prepared 
jcântty, if possible, m accordance with Artide 14 of the Guidehnes. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

S6C.23A-2a osa* Notice ofCompietion. 

When the DEIR is completed, the Lead Department shall fîle a Notice of Compietion with the State Office of Planning and 
Research or State Oeaiinghouse as provided in Section 15085 of the Guideiines and Public Resources Code 21161. The Lead 
Department shall also consuit with and seek to obtain comments on the DEIR firom each Responsibie Agency and Trustée or 
other agendes with autfaoxicy over resources wfaich may be affected by the project, and should so consuit with any person or 
entity wiiich it beiieves would bave spécial expertise or spécial concem with respect to any environmental imparr mvoived. (Ord. 
No. 3411 §n.) 

Sec23A-21. DBR: Public Notica 

When the Lead Department sends out a Notice of Compietion pursuant to Section 23 A-20 it shall aJso provide public nodce of 
the compiedon of the DEIR in accordance with Section 15087 of the Guideiines. The nonce shafl, at a minirnum, staxe the name 
and location of the proposed project, the name and address of the department where the DEIR and written comments, if any, can 
be reviewed, where written comments should be sent and the drarilfnr for receiving aU written comments. Notice shall also 
describethe nature of the projea in a manner that can reasonabiy be understood by the lay public Notice shall be provided to aQ 
persons and enôties who hâve reqoested notice pursuant to Section 23A-1 l(c). (Oxd. No. 341 1 §n.) 

Sec.23A-22. DBR: Public Rflfview. 

Suffldent time shall be provided for public review of the DEIR. The review period should not be less than tfairty (30) days af ter 
the notices required by Sec 23 A--20 and 21 hâve been given. Howevei; where review by Staxe agendes through the State Oeazing- 
house is requ^ed pursuant to Sections 15205 and 15206 of the Guideiines, the review period shall not be less than forty-fîve (45) 
days unless the Qeazin^ouse authorizes a shorter period. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec.23A-22. DBR: Publie Hearing. 

(a) "Unless another person or public body is dfsignaTcri by resolution of the Board of Supervisors, the Planning Commission 
shall conduâ a public hearing on the DEIR for the public project. Where a person or body other than the Planning Commission 
is direaed to conduct the hearing, that person or body shall perform the functions of the Planning Commission set forth in ■ 
Section 23A-25. The purpose of the hearing is to receive comments on the adequacy of the DEIR. The public hearing should not 
be hdd during the public review period described in Section 23A-23 unless said review period is greater than thirty (30) days, in 
whidi case the public hearing lasy be hdd after the expiration of thirty (30) days from the date that the Notice of Compiedon of 
DEIR is given pursuam to SecQon 23A-21 and 23A-22. To the maxinum) extent possible, the hearing shall be combined with the 
Planning Comn. ^sion or other hearings on the project." (Ord. No. 3855, 1988.) 

(b) Notice of the public hearing on the DEIR shall be provided either along with the Notice of Compietion oi; at the discrétion 
of the Lead Department, by separate notice. In the event that the Lead Departmem dects to provide separate nonce of the public 
hearing on the DEIR, then said notice shall be given by one of the methods set forth in Section 15087 of the Guideiines at least ten 
(10) days prior to commencement of the public hearing. 
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(c) The Commission or other hearing body may continue the hearing from time to time and place to place while making every 
effort to expedite the hearing procédures. The Lead Department shall ensure that a record is kept of the public hearing. A staff 
member of the Lead Department, or consultant, shall be présent during the hearing to discuss the DEIR. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec23A-24. Préparation of Final El R. 

After the review period has expired and after the public hearing is closed, the Lead Department (or consultant, if any) shall 
evaluate the comments and prépare a written response to the comments received and prépare a Final EIR pursuant to Sections 
15088 and 15089 of the Guidelines and containing the éléments set forth in Section 15132 of the Guidelines. (Ord. No. 341 1 §n.) 

Sec.23A>25. Public Project Action. 

(a) The Lead Department shall présent the FEIR to the Planning Commission. At any time after the expiration of the review 
period and after reviewing and considering the information contained in the Final EIR, the Planning Conmiission may make its 
recommendations to the Board of Supervisors regarding the EIR and the public projea. 

(b) The Lead Department shall présent the Final EIR and recommendations of the Planning Commission to the Board of 
Supervisors prior to the Board's approval or dis^proval of the public project. After reviewing and considering the adequacy of 
the Final EIR and the information contained therein the Board may approve or disapprove the proposed public project. (Ord. 
No.3411§U.) 

Sec. 23A<-26. Public Project Approvai: Mandatory Findings and Statement of Overriding Consideraltions. 

(a) In accordance with Section 15091 of the Guidelines, the Board of Supervisors shall not approve or carry out a public 
project for which an EIR has been completed which identifies one or more signlficant effects of the project uniess the Board 
makes one or more of the written findings contained in Section 15091 (a) of the Guidelines for each of those significant effects. 
Each such finding shall be accompanied by a statement of the facts supporting the flnding. Otherwise, the Board shall not 
approve or carry out a public project as proposed uniess it acts in accordance with Section 15092 of the Guidelines. 

(b) In the event the Board of Supervisors approves a projea which wiU resuit in the occurrence of significant effects which 
were identified in the FEIR but are not at least substantially mitigated, the Board of Supervisors shall state in writing the spécifie 
reasons to support its action based on the FEIR or other information in the record in accordance with Seaion 15093 of the 
Guidelines. This statement shall expiain how the Board of Supervisors balanced the merits of approving a project with the 
environmental damage which will resuit. 

(c) In the event that subséquent changes are proposed in a projea which will require important revisions of the previous EIR 
or Négative Déclaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental impacts not addressed in the previous EIR or 
Négative Déclaration on the projea, then a revised environmental document shall be processed in accordance with this ordinance 
and the information contained therein shall be reviewed and considered prior to approval of said changes. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-Z7. EIR: Notice of Détermination 

Within fîve (5) working days of the daie of final Board of Supervisors' approval of a public projea for which an EIR has been 
prepared, the Lead Department shall file a Notice of Détermination in accordance with Section 15094 of the Guidelines wi± the 
County Clerk(s) of the County(ies) in which the public projea would be located. If the projea requires a discretionar>' approval 
from any state agency, the Lead Department shall also file a Notice of Détermination with the Office of Plaiming and Research. 
Upon return of the Notice by the Clerk(s), the Lead Department shaU retain the Notice of Détermination for at least nine (9) 
months after posting by the aerk(s). (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 
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Sec. 23A-28. Procédures Conceming Appeal. 

(a) The appeal period for décisions as provided in this ordinance is the same as the appeal period for the underlying project 
unless there is no apijeal period specified in which case the appeal period shall be ten (10) days from the date of the décision. In 
the event that the underiying project inciudes two or more entitlements with différent appeal periods, the appeal period for the 
environmental décision shall be the shorter(est) of said appeal periods. 

(b) Décisions of the Lead Department may be appealed by any person or entity including the Board of Supervisors, the 
Planning Commission, and the Board of Zoning Adjustments. Any such appeal shall inciude the spécifie grounds for the appeal 
and shall be made in writing and filed with the Planning Director during the above appeal period. Any appeal filed by a person or 
entity other than a County department, agency or board shall be accompsmied by the required fee as set by resolution of the 
Board of Supervisors. Such appeals shall be heard by the Committee. 

(c) Décisions of the Committee shall be appealabie by any person or entity entitled to appeal the Lead Department's décision 
to the Committee and by the Lead Department. An appeal shall be made in the same manner and within the same time frame as 
an appeal to the Committee. Such appeals shall be heard by the Planning Commission. 

(d) Décision of the Planning Commission shall be appealabie to the Board of Supervisors by any person or entity entitled to 
appeal the Committee's décision to the Planning Commission. An appeal to the Board shall be made in the same manner and 
within the same time frame as an appeal to the Coimnission. 

(e) If the décision on an environmental document is validly appealed, notice of the hearing regarding the appeal shall be given 
to the appellant and the applicant and by at least one of the methods set forth in Section 15087 of the Guidelines at least ten (10) 
days prior to the commencement of the hearing. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-29 through 23A-34. Reserved. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 
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Article III. Privaie Projecis. 
Sec. 23A-35. Décision Makîng Body. 

(a) For purposes of this Article, Décision Making Body means: 

(1) the Planning Direcior if the project requires approval of a zoning permit for a building or use of land within the scenic 
design district or for which design review is required, or if the Planning Director is the Advisory Agency under Sonoma County 
CodeChapter25. 

(2) the Project Review and Advisory Committee if the comniïttee is the Advisory Agency under Sonoma County Code 
Chapter 25. 

(3) the Board of Zoning Adjustments if the project is a variance or use jpermit uniess the permit is one over which the 
Planning Commission has jurisdiction by làw. 

(4) the Planning Commission if the projea is: 
(aa) a license or certifîcate; 

(bb) one for which the Planning Commission is the Advisory Agency under Sonoma Coimty Code Chapter 25; 
(ce) a variance, use permit or other entitlements for use over which the Planning Commission has jurisdiction by 
iaw. 

(b) The Planning Commission acts in an advisory capadty when the project is an amendment of the Zoning Ordinance, 
General, Spécifie, or Area Plan. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-36. Authority and Responsibility of the Planning Director. 

(a) The Planning Direaor shall hâve the authority, and responsibility in accordance with the standards deiineated in the Act 
and the Guidelines and ail applicable ordinances and résolutions of the Board, to do the following: 

(1) to détermine whether or not an action is a private project in accordance with Section 15377 and 15378 of the 
Guidelines and when an application for a private project is complète; 

(2) to détermine those instances where it can be seen with certainty that the private projea will not hâve a sigm"flcant 
ef fect on the enviromnent; 

(3) to détermine whether or not a private project is a spécial situation pursuant to Article 12 or exempt pursuant to 
Articles 18 and 19 or the Guiddines; 

(4) to condua an Initial Study; ^ 

(5) to prépare a Négative Déclaration or an EIR; 

(6) to provide public notices; 

(7) to prépare responses to public comments; 

(8) to file notices, including Notices of Préparation, Notices of Completion, Notices of Détermination and Notices of 
Exemption; 

(9) to détermine whether or not a previously prepared EIR is applicable to the private project; 

(10) to require the préparation of an Expanded Initial Study; 

(11) to carry out such other duties as are necessary to compiy with State and Local Iaw and régulations. 

(b) The Planning Director shall maintain a spécial notice hst containing the names and addresses of ail persons or entities 
requesting spécial notice of the préparation of enviroiunental documents pertaining to private projeas. Maintenance of the 
spécial notice list shall be in accordance with Section 23A-1 l(c). 

(c) In the event that the Planning Director détermines with certainty that either the private project will not hâve a signifîcant 
effect on the enviromnent or the private project is exempt pursuant to Articles 18 and 19 of the Guidelines, then the Planning 
Director may file, upon approval of the project, a Notice of Exemption in accordance with Section 15062 of the Guidelines with 
the County Clerk of the County in which the project will be located. The décision of the Planning Direaor to file a Notice of 
Exemption may be appeaied as provided in Section 23A-55. 
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(d) In the event that the private project is subject to the Act, the Guidelines and this ordinance, then the Planning Director 
shall conduct an Initiai Study in accordance with Section 15063 of the Guidelines. To the maximum extent possible, the Planning 
Director shaU consult with Responsible Agencies, Departments and Trustée Agencies responsible for the resources affected by the 
Project. The Planning Direaor shail also consult with any persons or entities which he believes would be concerned with the 
environmental effects of the project. The Planning Director shall keep a record of aU consultations made duiing the préparation 
of the Initial Study. If the Planning Director can détermine that an EIR wiil clearly be required for a project then he may proceed 
as if the Committee had direaed préparation of the EIR. On the basis of the Initial Study, the Planning Direaor shall, if 
appropriate, prépare a Négative Déclaration which shall include the information required by Section 15071 of the Guidelines. 

(e) The Planning Director may recommend mitigation measures which, if induded as pan of the projea, would substantially 
reduce or avoid any potentially signifîcant adverse effects identifîed in the Initial Study. In the event that the project is revised by 
agreement of the applicant in accordance with Section 15070 of the Guidelines and the Planning Direaor daermines that ail of 
the potentially significant adverse effects of the projea identified in the Initial Study are mitigated to a point where (1) clearly no 
significant effects would occur or (2) there is no substantial évidence that the projea as revised may hâve a signifîcant ef fea on 
the environment, the Planning Direaor shall prépare a Négative Déclaration in accordance with Section 15071 of th Guidelines. 

(f) In the event that the Planning Direaor is unable to make recommendations for appropriate mitigation, he may request 
that the person or entity who will carry out the private projea prépare an Expanded Initial Study pursuant to Section 15063(e) of 
the Guidelines. If the Projea is revised in accordance with Section 15070 of the Guidelines to incorporate mitigation measures 
identified in the Expanded Inidal Study such that ail the potentially significant adverse effects of the projea are clearly mitigated 
to the point where no significant effects would occur, the Planning Direaor shall prépare a Négative Déclaration in accordance 
with Section 15071 of the Guidelines. In the event the Planning Direaor, after reviewing the Initial Study or Expanded Initial 
Study, is unable to détermine whether or not a Négative Déclaration is apapropriate, the Planning Direaor shall refer the projea 
to the Committee. 

(g) In the event that a previously prepared EIR is applicable to the private projea, the Planning Direaor may use the 
previously prepared EIR for said private projea in accordance with Section 15153 and Article 1 1 of the Guidelines. In the event 
that the Planning Direaor cannot détermine whether or not a previously prepared EIR is applicable to the private projea at 
faand, then the Planning Direaor shall refer the projea to the Committee. 

(h) In the event that none of the above are applicable and the préparation of an EIR may be necessary, then the Planning 
Direaor shall refer the projea to the Committee. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec 23A-37. Authority and Responsîbiiity of the Committee. 

(a) The Committee shall détermine on the basis of the Initial Study and in accordance with the standards delineated in the 
Aa, the Guidelines, and this ordinance whether or not the private projea referred to it may hâve a significant effea on the 
enviroimient. 

(b) In the event that the Comminee détermines that the private projea will not hâve a signifîcant effea on the environment, 
then the Committee shall direa the Planning Direaor to prépare a Négative Déclaration in accordance with Section 15071 of the 
Guidelines. 

(c) The Committee may recommend mitigation measures which if included as part of the projea would substantially reduce 
or avoid any potentiaDy signifîcant adverse effects identifîed in the Initial Study. In the event that the projea is so revised by 
agreement of the applicant in accordance with Section 15070 of the Guidelines and the Committee détermines that aE of the 
potentially significant adverse effects of a projea identifîed in the Initial Study are mitigated to a point where I) clearly no 
signifîcant effects would occur, or 2) there is no substantial évidence that the projea as revised may hâve a significant effea on 
the environment, then the Committee shall direa the Planning Direaor to prépare a Négative Déclaration in accordance with 
Section 15071 of the Guidelines. 

(d) In the event that the Committee détermines that the private projea may hâve a signifîcant effea on the enviroimient, then 
the Committee shall détermine the scope of the required EIR and shall direa the Planning Direaor to prépare the EIR or contraa 
for its préparation. If there is a previously prepared EIR which the Committee daermines to be apphcable to the projea, the 
Committee shall direa the Planning Direaor to utilize said EIR to the extent possible. A Subséquent or Supplemental EIR shall 
only be required upon a finding that the specifîed conditions set forth in Seaions 15162 and 15163 of the Guidelines are met. 
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(e) The Planning Director shail provide notice of meetings of the Committee to ail persons and entities who hâve requested 
notice pursuant to Section 23A-1 l(c). (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-38. Time Limitation for initial Décision. 

The initial décision as to whether a private project will need an EIR or a Négative Déclaration shall be made within thiny (30) 
days after the Planning Director has accepted the application as complète. In the event that circumstances justify additional time 
and the project appiicant consents thereto, the thirty (30) day period may be extended for up to fifteen (15) additional days. (Ord. 
No. 3411 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-39. Public Hearings Generally. 

A public hearing shall be held on the environmental documents for every private project to which the Act and Guidelines apply 
if a public hearing would otherwise be required on the private project without regard to the provisions of this chapter. Except as 
provided in Secdon 23A-53, the Décision Making Body shall condua the public hearing, which may précède or open concurrent- 
ly with the other public hearing(s) required by law on the private project. The hearing may be continued from time to time though 
every effort should be made to expedite the hearing procédures. The Planning Director shall ensure that a record is kept of the 
public hearing. A staff member of the Planning Department or the consultant shall be présent during the hearing to discuss the 
environmental documents. (Ord. No. 3411 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-40. Négative Déclaration: Public Notice and Review 

(a) In accordance with Sections 15072 and 15073 of the Guidelines, the Planning Director shall provide notice to the public of 
the préparation of a Négative Déclaration at least ten (10) days prior to final adoption of the Négative Déclaration by the 
Décision Making Body. The notice shall, at a minimum, state the name and location of the proposed private project and also shall 
State the address of the location where the Négative Déclaration can be reviewed and where written comments should be sent and 
a deadiine for receiving ail written corimients and the time and place of the public hearing, if any. Notice shall also describe the 
nature of the project in a maimer that can reasonably be understood by the lay public. Notice shall also be provided to ail persons 
and entities who hâve requested notice pursuant to Section 23A-1 l(c). 

(b) The Planning Director shall provide notice of a proposed Négative Déclaration to every Responsible Agency and Trustée 
Agency concemed with the project and every other public agency with jurisdiction by law over natural resom-ces affected by the 
projert. In the event that the Négative Déclaration must be submitted to the State Oearinghouse for review pursuant to Sections 
15073, 15205, and 15206 of the Guidelines, the noticed review period shall be at least thirty (30) days unless a shorter period is 
authorized by the Clearinghouse. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec 23A>41. Négative Déclaration: Private Project Décision. 

(a) The Négative Déclaration shaU be completed and ready for adoption no iater than one-hundred five (105) days after the 
projea application has been accepted as complète by the Planning Director except as provided in Section 15109 of the Guidelines. 
In the event that compelling circumstances justify additional time and the projea appiicant consents thereto, the one-hundred 
five (105) day period may be extended by the Planning Director for an additional ninety (90) days. In the event additional time is 
needed for combined State and Fédéral compîiance, the one-himdred five (105) day period may be extended in accordance with 
Seaion 151 10 of the Guidelines. 

(b) The Négative Déclaration together with any comment(s) thereon shall be made available by the Planning Direaor to the 
Décision Making Body which shall review and consider the Négative Déclaration and either adopt or reject the Négative Déclara- 
tion prior to taking action on the private project. If the Décision Making Body décides to rejea the Négative Déclaration, it may 
disapprove the projea or direct the Planning Direaor to prépare an EIR. If the Décision Making Body adopts the Négative 
Déclaration, it may thereafter approve or disapprove the projea. 
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(c) In the event that subséquent changes are proposed in a project which will require important revisions of the previous EIR 
or Négative Déclaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental impaas not addressed in the previous EIR or 
Négative Déclaration on the project, then a revised environmental document shall be processed in accordance with this ordinance 
and the information contained therein shall be reviewed and considered prior to approval of said changes. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec 23A-42. Négative Déclaration: Notice of Détermination. 

Within five (5) working days of the date of final ^proval of a private project by the Décision Making Body for which a 
Négative Déclaration has been adopted, the Planning Director shall file a Notice of Détermination in accordance with Section 
15075 of the Guidelines with the County Clerk(s) of the County(ies) in which the projea will be located. If the project requires 
discretionary approval from any State agency, the Planning Director shall aiso file a Notice of Détermination with the Office of 
Planning and Research. Upon retum of the Notice by the aerk(s), the Planning Director shaU retain the Notice of Détermination 
for at ieast nine (9) months after posting by the Clerk(s). (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-43. EIR: Responsibility of Planning Director. 

(a) After deciding or receiving direction to prépare an EIR, the Piaiming Director shall dther (1) prépare an EIR or (2) engage 
the services of an outside consultant for the purpose of preparing and EIR. The EIR shall be prepared in accordance with Articles 
9, 10, and 11 of the Guidelines. 

(b) Upon request of the Planning Direaor and within thirty (30) days thereof, the applicant shall place on deposit with the 
County the cost of the préparation, noticing and other processing costs of the EIR. Failure to place the cost on deposit within 
thirty (30) days after requested in writing by the Planning Direaor shall be grounds for déniai witho.ut préjudice of the projea 
pursuant to Section 15270 of the Guidelines by the Décision Making Body. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec 23A-44. DEIR: Notice of Préparation. 

The Planning Direaor shall send to each Responsibie Agency a Notice of Préparation stating that an EIR will be prepared. 
This notice shall also be sent to every Fédéral Agency involved in approving or funding the projea and to those Trustée Agencies 
responsibie for the natural resources affeaed by the projea. Pursuant to Section 15082(b) of the Guidelines, responses to the 
Notice of Préparation should be accepted as soon as possible but not laier than fony-five (45) days after the Notice of Prépara- 
tion is sent out. The Notice of Préparation shall meet the requirements of Section 15082(a) of the Guidelines and shall be sent by 
certified mail or other method of transmittal which provides a record of receipt of the notice by each agency. The Planning 
Direaor or consultant may begin préparation of the DEIR prior to receiving ail of the responses to the Notice of Préparation. 
(Ord. No. 3411 §11.) 

Sec 23A-45. DEIR: Early Consultation. 

Prior to completing a DEIR the Planning Direaor should, in accordance with Seaion 15083 of the Guidelines, consult direaly 
with any person or entity which he believes will be concemed with the environmental effects of the projea. The Planning Direaor 
should further consult with the appropriate Fédéral Agency whenever there is a fédéral involvement with the projea in order to 
détermine whether or not an EIS will be required. If both an EIR and an EIS are required, the document shoxild be prepared 
jointiy, if possible, in accordance with Article 14 of the Guidelines. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec.23A-46. DEIR: Notice of Completion. 

When the DEIR is compieted, the Planning Direaor shall file a Notice of Completion with the State Office of Piaiming and 
Research or State Oearinghouse as provided in Section 15085 of the Guidelines and Public Resources Code 21 161. The Planning 
Direaor shall aiso consult with and seek to obtain comments on the DEIR from each Responsibie .^igency and Trustée or other 
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agencies with authority over natural resources which may be affeaed by the project and should so consult with any person or 
entity which he believes would hâve spécial expertise or spécial concern with respect to any environmental impact involved. (Ord. 
No. 3411 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-47- DEIR: Public Notice, 

When the Planning Director sends eut a Notice of Completion, pursuant to Section 23A-46 he shall also provide public notice 
of the completion of the DEIR in accordance with Section 15087 of the Guidelines. The notice shall, at a minimum, state the 
name and location of the proposed project, the name and address of the department where the DEIR and written comments, if 
any, can be reviewed, where written comments should be sent and the deadline for receiving ail written comments. Notice shall 
also describe the nature of the project in a manner that can reasonably be understood by the lay public. Notice shall be provided 
to aU persons and entities who hâve requested notice.pursuant to Section 23A-1 l(c). (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-48. DEIR: Public Review. 

Suffîcient time shall be provided for public review of the DEIR. The review period should not be less than thirty (30) days after 
notices required by Section 23A-46 and 47 hâve been given. However, where review by State agencies through the State Oearing- 
house is required pursuant to Sections 15205 and 15206 of the Guidelines, the review period shall not be less than forty-five (45) 
days unless the State Oearinghouse authorizes a shorter period. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-49. DEIR: Public Hearing. 

(a) The public hearing required on a DEIR should not be held during the public review period described in Section 23A-48 
unless said review period is greater than thirty (30) days in which case the public hearing may be held after the expiration of thirty 
(30) days from the date that the Notice of Completion of the DEIR is given. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive 
comments on the adequacy of the DEIR. To the maximvmi extent possible, such hearing shall be combined with other hearings on 
the project. 

(b) Notice of the public hearing shall be provided either along with the Notice of Completion or, at the discrétion of the 
Planning Direaor, by separate notice. In the event that the Planning Director elects to provide separate notice, then said notice 
shall be given in accordance with Section 15087 of the Guidelines at least ten (10) days prior to commencement of the public 
hearing. 

(c) The Décision Making Body or Planning Commission acting in an advisory capacity may continue the hearing from time to 
time and place to place while making every effort to expedite the hearing procédures. The Planning Director shall ensure that a 
record is kept of the public hearing. A staff member of the Planning Department, or consultant, shall be présent during the 
hearing to discuss the DEIR. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-50. Préparation of Final EIR. 

After the review period has expired and after the public hearing on the DEIR is closed, the Planning Direaor (or consultant, if 
any) shall evaluate the conmients received and prépare a written response to the conunents received and prépare a Final EIR 
pursuant to Seaions 15088 and 15089 of the Guidelines and containing the éléments set forth in Section 15132 of the Guidelines. 
(Ord. No. 3411 §11.) 

Sec 23A-51. Private Project Action 

The Planning Director shall présent the FEIR to the Décision Making Body or to the Planning Commission acting in an 
advisory capacity Said Body shall review and consider the information contained in the FEIR. Thereafter, the Décision Making 
Body may take action on the proposed project. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 
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Sec 23A-52. Private Project Approval: Mandatory Findîngs and Statement of Overriding Considérations. 

(a) The FEIR shall be certified by the Décision Making Body no later than one (1) year after the projea application is 
accepted as complète except as provided by Secdon 15109 of the Guidelines. In the event that circumstances justify additional 
time and the project appiicant consents thereto, the one (1) year period may be extended by the Planning Director for an 
additional ninety (90) days. In the event additional time is needed for combined State and Fédéral compliance, the one (1) year 
period may be extended in accordance with Section 151 10 of the Guidelines. 

(b) In accordance with Section 15091 of the Guidelines, no Décision Making Body shall approve a private project for which 
an EIR has been completed which identifies one (1) or more signifïcant effects of the projea unless the Décision Making Body 
makes one (1) or more of the written findings contained in Section 15091(a) of the Guidelines for each of those signifïcant effects. 
Each such fmding shall be accompanied by a statement of the facts supporting the finding. Otherwise, no Décision Making Body 
shall approve a private project as proposed unless such action is in compliance with Section .15092 of the Guidelines. 

(c) In the event that the Décision Making Body approves a projea which will resuit in the occurrence of signifïcant effeas 
which were identifîed in the FEIR but are not at least substantially mitigated, the Décision Making Body shall state in writing the 
spécifie reasons to support its action based on the FEIR or other information in the record in accordance with Section 15093 of 
the Guidelines. This statement shall explain how the Décision Making Body baianced the merits of approving the projea with the 
environmental damage which will resuit. 

(d) In the event that subséquent changes are proposed in a projea which will require important revisions of the previous EIR 
or Négative Déclaration due to the involvement of new signifïcant environmental impacts not addressed in the previous EIR or 
Négative Déclaration on the projea, then a revised environmental document shall be processed in accordance with this ordinance 
and the information contained therein shall be reviewed and considered prior to approval of said changes. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec23A-53. Procédures Where the Planning Commission is Advisory Only. 

Whenever the authority of the Planning Commission is limited by law or ordinance to making a recommendation regarding a 
projea, it shall perform ail of its duties hereunder inciuding reviewing and considering the environmental documents before 
making a recommendation on the projea. The County body with actual décision making authonty shall, prior to taking action 
on the projea, review and consider the adequacy of the environmental documents and the information contained therein and 
make such findings reqiûred by Sections 15091, 15092, and 15093 of the Guidelines as may be necessary. The Décision Making 
Body may hold a public hearing on the enviromnental documents. In such case notice of any hearing held by the Body with aaual 
décision making authority shaU be given by one of the methods set forth in Section 15087 of the Guidelines ai least ten (10) days 
prior to the commencement of the hearing. (Ord. No. 341 1 §11.) 

Sec. 23A-54. EIR: Notice of Détermination. 

Within fîve (5) working days of the date of final approval of a private projea for which an EIR has been prepared, the 
Planning Direaor shall file a Notice of Daennination in accordance with Section 15094 of the Guidelines with the County 
Clerk(s) of the County(ies) in which the projea would be located. If the projea requires discretionary approval from any State 
Agency, the Planning Direaor shall also file a Notice of Détermination with the Office of Piaiming and Research. Upon retum of 
the Notice by the Clerk(s) the Planning Direaor shall retain the Notice of Détermination for at least nine (9) months after posting 
by the Clerk(s). (Ord. No. 3411 §11.) 

Sec.23A-55. Procédures Conceming Appeal. 

(a) The appeal period for décisions as provided in this ordinance is the same as the appeal period for the underlying projea 
unless there is no appeal period specified in which case the appeal period shall be ten (10) days from the date of the décision. In 
the event that the underlying projea includes two (2) or more entitiements with différent appeal periods, the appeal period for the 
environmental décision shall be the shorter(est) of said appeal periods. 
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(b) Décisions of the planning director or the cominittee may be appealed by any peison or entity including the 
applicant, the board of supeivisors, the planning commission and the board of zoning adjustments. Any such appeai shall 
inciude the spécifie grounds for the ai^ieal and shall be made in wiiting and filed with the planning director during the 
above appeai period. Any appeai fïled by a person or entity aûier than a county department, agency or board shall be 
accompanied by the requiied fee as set by resolution of the board of supervisors. Such appeals shall be heard by the 
décision maldng body or the planning commission acting in an advisory capacity. 

(c) Décisions of the décision making body or planning commission acting in an advisory capacity shall be appealable 
to the board of supervisors by any person or entity including the applicant, the board of supervisors, tlie planning 
commission, and the board of zoning adjustments. Any such appeai shall inciude the spécifie grounds for the ^peal 
and shall be made in wiiting and filed with the planning dizector during the above appeai p^iod. Any appeai filed by 
a person or entity other than a county department, agency or board shall be accompanied by the required fee as set by 
resolution of the board of supenrisors. 

(d) If the décision on an environmental document is validly appealed, notice of the hearing regarding the appeai shall 
be given tt> the appellant and the applicant and by at least one (1) of the methods set forth in Section 15(^7 of the 
Guideiines at least ten (10) days prior to the commencement of the hearing. 

(e) If the décision to approve or disapprove a private project is validly appealed, and the appellate body is required 
to hold a de novo hearing on the project, then the appellate body shall, prior to making its décision on the private project, 
hear testimony, if any, regaiding the adequacy of the environmental documents and shall review and consider the 
infcmnation contained in the environmental documents. If the appellate body approves the project, it shall also make 
such findings required by Sections 1509 1, 15092, and 15093 of the Guideiines as may be necessary. Notice of tiie hearing 
regarding any appeai shall be given to the ^pellant and 29)plicant and by at least one (1) of the methods set forth in 
Section 15087 of the Guideiines at least ten (10) days prior to the commencement of the hearing- (Ord. No. 341 1 § 2.) 

Sec. 23A-56 through 23A-59. Reserved. (Ord. No. 3411 § 2.) 

Article IV. County as Responsible Agency. 

Sec. 23A-60. County's duties as responsible agency. 

(a) The county shall review and comment on any DEIR or Négative Déclaration for a project for which the county 
will later be asked to approve of any part 

(b) In the response to consultations, the county shaU explain its reascxis for lecommending whether the lead agency 
should prépare an EIR or Négative Déclaration fora project Where the County disagrees with the lead agency 's proposai 
to prépare a Négative Déclaration for a project, the county should identify the signifîcant environmental effects it believes 
could resuit from the project and recommend either âiat an EIR be prepared or that the project be revised to avoid ch* 
mitigate ail signifïcant effects to a point where I) clearly no significant effects would occur or 2) there is no substantial 
évidence that significant effects would occur. 

(c) As soon as possible after receiving a notice of préparation of an EIR but in any event no later than forty-five (45) 
days after receiving such notice, the county shall inform the lead agency in writing sent by cotified mail or équivalent 
procédure of the scope and context of the environmental information that the county would need in an EIR. 

(d) The décision of the lead agency as to whether to prépare an EIR or a Négative Déclaration shall be final and 
conclusive unless the décision is challenged as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21167 or circumstances change 
as provided in Section 15162 of the Guideiines. A FEIR or a Négative Déclaration prepared by a lead agency shall be 
conclusively presumed to comply with the Act and Guideiines for purposes of use by the county as a responsible agency 
if the county was consulted pursuant to Section 15073 or 15086 unless either a légal challenge is filed pursuant to Public 
Resources Code Section 21167 or a Subséquent EIR is made necessary by Section 15162 of the Guideiines. 

(e) Prior to reaching its décision on the project, the county shall consider the environmental effects of the project as 
shown in the environmental documents. If an EIR has been prepared for the project and such EIR indicates a significant 
effect of activities which the county will carry out or approve in the project, the county will ensure that such effects 
are avoided or mitigated as in (b) above. In approving any portion of the project, the county shall make the findings 
required by Section 15091 and 15092 of the Guideiines for each significant effect of the project and, if necessary, shall 
make a statement of overriding considérations in accordance with Section 15093 of the guideiines. 
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(f) Whenever the county is the responsifole agency fcn* a project, it shall approve or disapprove any portion of the ^H^ 
Project without unreascmable deiay but within whichever of the foUowing time periods is longer within cme hundred ^^ 
eighty (180) days of the date on which the lead agency has approved the iHt)ject, or, within one hundred eighty (180) 

days of the date on which the applicaticx) for the project has been accepted as complète by the county. 

(g) Upon county approval of any poition of the project, the county shall file a notice of détermination in the same 
manner as if it were the lead agency. (Ord. No. 3411 § 2.) 

Sec. 23A-61. Shift to lead agency responsibilities. 

Should those conditions set forth in Section 15052 of the Guidelines occur, the county shall begùi to act as lead agency 
for the Project (OnL No. 3411 § 2.) 

Sec. 23A-62. Délégation of county's dutles. 

The planning diiector with consultation firom affected county departments shall be responsible for cairying out the 
above duties of the county as a responsible agency. (Ord. No. 3411 § 2.) 

Article V. Mitigation Monitoring. 

Sec. 23A-63. Applicability to public and private projects. 

The lead depaitment for public projects and aie planning director for private projects shall hâve the authority and 
responsibility in accordance with the standards delineated in Secticm 21081.6 of die Public Resources Code to prépare 
and implement a mitigation monitoring plan for ail development projects. (Ord. No. 4430 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 23A-64. Purpose of the mitigation monitoring plan. 

(a) The pmpose of the mitigation monitoring plan is to assure that ail conditions of project approval, identified either 
in the Négative Déclaration or in the Environmental Impact Report, are carried out in the manner intended by the 
conditions. 

(b) In the case of private projects, the project applicant may be required by the planning directCH* to be responsible 
for payment of fées to assure mitigation measures are prqperly carried ouL (Ord. No. 4430 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 23A-65 Coments of the mitigation monitoring plan. 

(a) The mitigation monitoring plan shall include the following: 

(1) Mitigation measure, or condition, to be monitored. 

(2) Method of monitoring and reporting; 

(3) Responsibility for signing off that the mitigation measure was implemented as intended; 

(4) Identification of mitigation measures that aie ongoing and require periodic monitoring. (Ord. No. 4430 § 1, 
1991.) 

Sec. 23A-66. Rôles and responsibilities. 

(a) It shall be the responsibility of the decision-making body to reviiew and approve a proposed mitigation monitoring 
plan. The plan shall be approved at the time of action on the project 

(b) It shall be the responsibility of the lead department for public projects and the planning director for private projects 
to prépare and to implement the mitigation monitoring plan. (Ord. No. 4430 § 1, 1991.) 
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CHAPTER24 
SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL' 



Article I. In General. 

§ 24-1 Définitions. 

§ 24-2 Puipose of aitide — Connecdon to public sewage system requiied — ^Exception. 

§ 24-3 Sewer inspecter generally. 

§ 24-4 Excavations generally. 

§ 24-5 Inspections and fées. 

§ 24-6 Wben work to be completed, etc. 

§ 24-7 Sewer construction permit generally. 

§ 24-8 Bond rcqmied of permittees. 

§ 24-9 Sewer construction plans and spécifications. 

§ 24-10 Notice to conect defects. 

§ 24-1 1 Responsitnlity of permittees for acts of agents and ein|doyees — Conection of defects, etc. 

§ 24-12 To whom sewer construction permits may be issued. 

§ 24-13 Baniers, lights and signs. 

§ 24-14 Requirements for laying pipes and joints generally. 

§ 24-14.1 Prcconditions to télévision inspection. 

§ 24-14.2 Defects requiiing correction. 

§ 24-15 Connection of house service sewers to latéral sewers — Generally. 

§ 24-16 Same — Trenches to be left open and work uncoveicd until inspected, etc. — Trenches generally — Spécial provisions in lieu 

of immédiate restoiation of pavement 

§ 24-17 Cleanonts in hoose service sewers. 

§ 24-18 BackfilËng generally. 

§ 24-19 Restoration of pavement generally. 

§ 24-20 Pipe standards. 

§ 24-21 Moftar and other joint compiound standards. 

§ 24-22 Sewer line appartenances geneially. 

§ 24-23 Depth and slope of house service sewer — Temporaiy plugs. 

§ 24-24 Connection of roof leaders, surface drainée, septic tanks, etc., to sewers. 

§ 24-25 Direct connections to manh<des. 

§ 24-26 Connection to swimming pools to seweis. 

§ 24-27 Dischaiging industrial waste, garb^e, etc., into sewers. 

§ 24-28 Letter of acceptance of sewer construction. 

§ 24-29 Appeals of décisions of sanitation engineer. 

§ 24-30 ApplicabiUty of article. 

§ 24-3 1 Waiver of minimum distance. 

§ 24-31.5 Standard for on-site waste water disposai Systems. 

Article H. Private Sewage Disposai 

§ 24-32 Nonstandard on-site wastewater disposai System — Définitions. 

§ 24-33 Operational permit required. 

§ 24-34 Revocation. 

§ 24-35 Abatement 

§ 24-36 Provisions cumulative. 

§ 24-37 lAPMO listing and UPC certification mark reqirired. 

§ 24-38 Prohibited activities directly above a septic tank site. 



'As to changes in cable télévision facilities required by installation of sewers, drains, etc., see § 8-7 of this code. 
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Article III. Cleaning Septic Tanks, etc. 

§ 24-43 Permit-^equiied. 

§ 24-44 Same — Application. 

§ 24-45 Same — Investigation; Issuance; Fee; Bond geneially. 

§ 24-46 Same — Teim — ^RenewaL 

§ 24-47 Same — Pennittees subject to rnles and ordeis of Health Department — Groands for levocation. 

§ 24-48 Action on bond upon violation of article, etc. 

Article IV. Wastewater Discharge Régulations. 

§ 24-49 General provisions. 

§ 24-50 Régulations. 

§ 24-51 Wastewater volume détermination. 

§ 24-52 Administration. 

§ 24-53 Enforcement 

§ 24-54 Abatement 

§ 24-55 Construction of sewers and sewer connectt<»s. 

Article V. Vesting Certificates. 

§ 24-56 Général provisions. 

§ 24-57 Revocation of vesting cerlificate. 

§ 24-58 Procédure to appeal revocation. 

Article 1. In General.^ 
Sec. 24-1. Définitions. 

For the puipose of this article, the following words and phrases ^lall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them 
by this section: 

"Backfill" means replacement of earth or other matmal removed from any trench or excavation and replacement of 
ail road materials removed in order to lay sewer pipes or to make connections. 

**Cesspoor means a tank, box or sump used for receipt of crude sewage, containing no provision for the nitrification, 
clarification or disposai of the sewage, and for which discharge of such sewage is upon the open ground. 

"City" means any incorporated municipality within the county. 

"District" means any of the several districts described in Section 24-30. 

"District board" means the goveming body of a district 

"Drain" means any conduit for the conveyance of storm water or surface or subsurface ground drainage water. 

"Engineer" means the director of public works of the county of Sonoma Cff his duly authorized représentative. 

Engineering department The county sanitation engineeis' office. 

"House service sewer" means that part of the sewer piping beginning ai the junction thereof with the house plumbing 
or drainage System and terminating in the latéral sewer. 

"Latéral sewer" means the sewer in the street designed to accommodate more than one (1) latéral sewer. 

"Main sewer" means the street sewer designed to accommodate more than one (1) house service sewer. 

"Paved surface" means any pavement used on any street in the county, wheiher such pavement is composed of concrète, 
asptiait, oil, gravel, cnished rock or any combination of such fonns of pavement 

"Septic tank System" means an arrangement of réservoirs or tanks which receive crude sewage and by septic bacterial 
action, effect décomposition and settlement of settable soiids and diversion of the septic liquid for clarification and 
purification. 

"Street" means any public highway, road, street avenue, alley, way, easemeni or right of way. (Ord. No. 2436; Ord. 
No. 320 § 1.) 



^For State law as to sewers generaUy, see H.&S.C. § 4600 et seq. 
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§ 24-2 SEWERS AND SEW AGE DISPOSAL § 24-3 

Sec. 24-2. Purpose of article— Connection to public sewage System requireck-Exception.^ 

The intent and purpose of this article is to provide certain minimum standards, provisions and requirements fcx* design, 
method of construction and use of mateiials in sanitaiy sewerage facilities hereafter installed, altered or repaired. Except 
as otherwise provided in this article, whenever public sewerage £aolities aie available, it shall be unlawful for any peison 
to construct, alter, install, maintain or provide other means of sewage disposai fipom any buildings in any of the 
unincorpoiated territory of the county as set forth in Section 24-30, except by connection with such public sewerage 
Systems in the manner provided in this article. 

Sec. 24-3. Sewer Inspecter generalty. 

The county sanitation engineer shall act as sewer inspecter. The duties of the sewer inspector shall include: 

(a) Supervising ail connections to district sewer lines (or to ail lines for which maintenance has not been assumed 
by other agencies); 

(b) Inspecting ail trenches for alignment and grade and approving them for pipe laying; 

(c) Inspecting pipe laying and joining; 

(d) Inspecting backfill, pavement replacement and completion of woik; 

(e) Issuing an acceptance of woik completed satisfactorily; 

(f) Checking plans and issuing permits as required by this article. (Ord. No. 320 § 4.) 



^As to building geneially, see Ch. 7 of this code. 
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§ 24-4 SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAI § 24-5 

Sec 24-4. Excavations generally. 

The County Sanitation Engineer, acting in behalf of the county, shall hâve jurisdiction over excavations for the construction 
installation, maintenance, repair or replacement of sewer mains, laterals, house services and appunenances in any county high 
way. Under provisions of seaions 15-8 to 15-18, permits for such excavations in any county highway shall be obtained prior te 
the performance of any such excavation within the same. The application for such a permit shall be made to the Counrj 
Sanitation Engineer at the same time that application is made for the permit required under such sections, and shall comply witl 
the provisions of such sections. Cash deposits, certificates of Insurance or bonds, as required by the County Sanitation Engineer 
shall be deposited with the County Sanitation Engineer. (Ord. No. 320 §5.) 

Sec. 24-5. Inspections and fées. 

In aU cases where any inspection is required, not less than twenty-four (24) hours notice shall be given to the County Sanitatior 
Engineer, stating the approximate time when the work will be sufficiently advanced for inspection. The following fee shall ht 
•charged and collected by the County Sanitation Engineer for issuing a permit and inspecting construaion *: 

Sewer - House to Property Line: 

Number of Structures 

On One Permit Fee 

1 S 95.00 (total) 

2 165.00 

3 220.00 

4 270-00 

5 315.00 

6 350.00 

7 380.00 

8 405.00 

9 425.00 

10, or over 45.00 per structure 

House Service Sewer - Property Line to Main S95.00 each. 

House Service Sewer Repairs $50.00. 

Plan Checking (must be paid prior to plan checking 
by the county sanitation engineer) $00.25 per ft. of main line 

(min. charge = $75.00) 

Main Line..: $00.95 per ft. 

M^nhoie $40.00 per each 

Street Oeanout 58 .00 per each 

*No permit or fee will be required of contractors constructing sewerage facilities for a distria, under contraa with that distria 
for such projects the distna shall pay the county directly for actual costs of inspection. 

If construction (exciuding trenchmg) is commenced prior to obtaining a permit, add seventy-five doUars and no cents (S75 00) 
to the above permit fées. ' 

If a permit is obtained, but no inspection secured prior to covering the work, a spécial "Late Inspection" permit shall be 
obtained at a cost of seventy-five dollars and no cents ($75.00). 

Persons requesting mspeaions at any time other than the regular working hours of the county shaU pay an additional fee 
calculated by the engineer to represent the additional cost to the count>: A deposit of one hundred doUars ($100.00) shaU be 
requested ahead of tune by the engineer, and the applicant biUed for actual time foUowing completion of the inspection Said 
mspection outside the regular working hours of the county shaH be subjea to availability of county personnel. (Ord. Nos. 2398, 
2657, 2936.) 
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Sec. 24-6. When work to be completed, etc- 

All work under the provisions of this article shall be completed and inspected within the time specified in the permit for such 
work issued by the coimiy sanitation engineer. (Ord. No. 320 §7.) 

Sec. 24-7. Sewer construction permit generally.'' 

The application for the permit for sewer construction shall be checked by the Couniy Sanitation Engineer for accuracy of 
détails thereon and from personai knowledge of local site conditions. He shall approve the application as filed or as ne may 
modify it to suit the better interest of the appiicant and the district involved, and thereafter çountersign the appîicadon. The 
County Sanitation Engineer is authorized to issue the permit after the application has been approved by him, and he is authorized 
and directed hereby to collect ail fées, deposits and charges which, by the provisions of this article, are payable by the appiicant 
on or before the delivery of the permit to tlie appiicant. AU money received in fées and charges shall be deposited with the coimty 
treasurer-tax collector. Money received as excavation deposits shall be retumable at the order of the County Sanitadon Engineer 
upon évidence of satisfactory compietion of the work for which such deposit was a guaranty. (Ord. No. 320 §8.) 

Sec. 24-8. Bond required of permittees. 

Ail persons who intend to engage in any of the work covered by this article shall first exécute a corporate surety bond in the 
sum of one thousand dollars payable to the county, condidoned upon the faithful performance of the terms and conditions of this 
article, which bonds shall be filed with the County Sanitation Engineer; except, that no bond will be required for the installation 
of a house service sewer from the property line to the house piumbing. (Ord. No. 320 §3 1 .) 

Sec. 24-9. Sewer construction pians ar d spécifications. 

The working plans and spécifications for any proposed construction of latéral sewers or main sewers, with a map showing thé 
location thereof, shall be submitted to thé county sanitation engineer for his approval prior to the issuance of any permit for such 
construction. Such pians and spécifications shall be designed by a civil engineer licensed to practice in the state under the 
provisions of the Business and Professions Code of the state, and shall bear the signature or seal of such engineer. (Ord. No. 320 
§29.) 

Sec. 24-10. Notice io coœct defects. 

Where sewer work has been inspected, and ail or any portion thereof condemned before acceptance, a written notice to that 
effect shail be given to the permittee or the owner of the premises to make repairs, reconstruction or replacement as may be 
necessary to place the sewer in satisfactory condition in accordance with the terms and provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 320 
§9.) 

Sec. 24-11. Responsibility of permittees for acts of agents and employées; correction of defects, etc. 

Ail pérsons perf orming work under this article shall be responsible for ail acts of their agents or employées in connection with 
such work. Upon being notified in writing by the Coimty Sanitation Engineer of any defect arising therefrom in any sewer, or m 
violation of the provisions of this article, the person responsible for such work shall immediately correct such defect or violation. 
(Ord. No. 320 §10.) 

Sec. 24-12. To whom sewer construction permits may be issued. 

Permits for latéral and main sewer construaion or house service sewer construction shall be issued oniy to those persons 
•holding a vahd iicense issued by the state authorizing the hoider thereof to perform the work of constructing sewer Systems and 
laying the pipes therefor; except, that such Iicense will not be required for the issuance of a permit for the construction of a house 
service between the property line and the house piumbing. (Ord. No. 320 §11.) 
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As lo construction, etc., permits generaiiy, see §7-6 of this code. 
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§24-13 SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL ^ §24-14.2 

Sec 24-13. Barrière, lîghts and signs. 

Bairiers, lights and signs shall be mainiained to give warning to the public of any consîruaion being perfonned imder this 
article and of any dangerous condition existing in conséquence therecf, as required by section 21406 of the Vefaicie Code of the 
State. Such signs shall net be below the minimum standards and shall conform to the spécifications set fonh in the manual issued 
by the Department of Public Works, division of highways of the state, in accordance with section 465.7 of the Vehicle Code of the 
State, as amended. (Ord. No. 320 §12.) 

Sec. 24-14. Requirements for iaying pipe and joints generaliy. 

The "County of Sonoma, Sewage System Standards, January 1965, Including Standard Drawings" and "County Sewer Stand- 
ards (Building Sewer)" as they exist ot are hereafter modifîed by resolution, shall be adopted as construction standards. AU 
design and construction shall conform to said standards. (Ord. Nos. 320 §13, 28 §3, 2657, 2936 §5.) 

Sec. 24-14.1. Precondîiions to télévision inspection. 

AU main and latéral sewers for which permits are issued on, or after, the effective date of this ordinance shall be subject to 
closed-drcuit télévision inspection by the county prior to acceptance. The following conditions shall exist prior to the permitîee 
requesting télévision inspection: 

(a) AU sewer Unes shaU be instaUed, backfîUed and compacted. 

(b) AU structures shall be in place, aU chaneiing complète and ail pipelines accessible from structures. 

(c) AU other underground faciUties, utiUty piping and conduit shaU be instaUed. 

(d) AU compaction required shaU be compieted. 

(e) Pipelines to be inspected-shaU be baUed and flushed and a tag Une puUed through each section of pipeline and secured at 
each manhoie or other appurtenance. Tag Unes shaU be monofilament, polypropyiene, single-ply, or equal, having a tensUe 
strength of 200 pounds minimimi. 

(f) The final air or water test shaU hâve been compieted. 

When the above work is compieted, the permittee shaU request the county to estabUsh a date for télévision inspection. The 
county wiU notify the permittee in writing as to the scheduled date of the télévision inspection. There shaU be no charge for said 
télévision inspection, except as hereinafter provided. 

If it is later determined by the permittee that the job site wiU not be ready or accessible for télévision ùaspection on the 
scheduled date, the permittee shaU notify the county of the necessary canceUation at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled 
inspection to avoid being charged a canceUation fee. 

If the county's télévision crew arrives at the job site and the work is not ready or accessible, the permittee shaU be biUed a 
canceUation fee of one hundred twenty-five doUars and no cents (S125.00) payable to the county prior to the date of a rescheduled 
télévision inspection. (Ord. Nos. 2657, 2936 §5.) 

Sec 24-14.2. Defecis requiring correction. 

The foUowing observations shaU be considered defects in the construction of the sewer pipelines and wiU require corrections 
prior to acceptance: 

(a) Off grade - 0.08 foot, or over, déviation from grade, 

(b) Joint séparations - over 3 / 4" . 

(c) Offset joints. 

(d) Chips in pipe ends - none more than 1 /4" deep. 

(e) Cracked or damaged pipe or évidence of the présence of an extemaî object bearing upon the pipe (rocks, roots, etc.). 

(f) Infiltration. 

(g) Débris or other foreign objects. 

(h) Other obvious deficiencies when compared to county ordinances and standards. 
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The permittee sfaall be notified in writing of any deficiencies revealed by the télévision inspecdon that will require repair, 
folio wing which the permittee shall excavate and make the necessary repairs. 

Reinspection télévision fées, as estimated by the engineer, shall be paid by the permittee prior to the scheduled télévision 
reinspeaion. The minimum fee for reinspection shall be S225.00. (Ord. Nos. 2657, 2936 §5.) 

Sec. 24-15. Connection of house service sewers to latéral sewers — Generaiiy.^ 

(a) AU house service sewers shall be connected to the latéral sewer at a standard tee or wye branch where such branch is 
installed in place in such latéral sewer within ten feet along such sewer from the point thereon at which service is desired. The 
stopper in the beil of the tee or wye shall be removed in a manner not to injure the beU. The walls and base of the bell shall be 
thoroughly cleaned and a spigot of pipe or bend fitted to the bell for the required direaion of the latéral. The packing and 
completion of the joint connection to the latéral shall not be made until a sufficieni length of the latéral has been laid and 
controlled in position by tamped earth to insure against movement of pipe in the joining during further pipe laying and joint 
making processes. Thereafter, the sewer connection joint shall be compieted as provided in section 24-14. BackfîUs shall be placed 
and tamped f irm in such a manner that the compieted joint will not be disturbed or injured. 

(b) In case there is no existing tèe or wye branch within the distance as mentioned in subsection (a) above from the desired 
]X)int of house service connection, a saddle having a skirt fabricated thereîn which will prevent the entrance of the spigc: cf the 
laddle to a depth greater than the thickness of the wall of the pipe tapped shall be installed as follows: 

An opening shall be eut in the barrel of the latéral sewer pipe and carefuily trimmed to a snug fit of the spigot of the saddle 
when centered therein, with the tap of the entering house service at the top of the latéral sewer pipe and pointing down-grade on 
rhe latéral séwer. The exterior of the latéral sewer pipe shall be thoroughly cleaned for a distance of not less than eight inches 
along the pipe each way from the outer edge of the saddle skirt and for a distance around the barrel of not less than three-eighths 
of the outside circumference thereof each way from the center of the saddle location in case the latéral sewer pipe is ten inches in 
liiameter or greater, but entireiy around the pipe in case the sewer is smalier than ten inches in diameter. The saddle then shall be 
raounted in the required position in mortar suff icient to give a fuU beaiing of the skirt of the saddle on the pipe and the scaned 
tidges of the opening therein. Care shoiiid be taken that no fragments of pipe or mortar are allowed îo waste into the latéral sewer. 
Temporary struts shall be placed from the bell of the saddle lo insure security of position of the saddle. Concrète shall then be 
placed covering the cleaned area above described and of a depth to entireiy enclose the saddle to the lip of the bell. AH the work 
shail be done under the supervision of direction and to the satisfaction of the sewer inspector. After completion of the concrète 
«addle block and after the piacing of the concrète about the saddle, connection of the house service sewer thereto may be made 
imd pipe laying therefrom continued. (Ord. No. 320 §§14, 15.) 

Sec. 24-16. Same — Trenches to be ieft open and work uncovered untii inspected, etc^ trenches generaily; spécial 
provisions in lieu of immédiate restoration of pavement. 

AU trenches shall be Ieft open, and ail house service sewers and connections to the latéral sewers and main sewers shall be ieft 
uncovered for inspection until after the inspection has been made, and the piacing of backfill authorized. Such trenches shall be 
excavated and backfilled and the pavement restored in accordance with the iaws of the state and any provision of tfais code or 
other ordinance of the county relating thereto. 

Where pavement cannot be satisfactorily restored due to advene weather conditions or other conditions incident to the work, 
the upper six inches of trench shall be fiiied to the level of the adjoining street surface with crusher run base rock or natural shale 
rock from a source approved by the engineer, and shall be maintained in a safe condition for travel by the permittee until such 
time as the pavement shall be fuUy restored. Such pavement sfaall be restored immediateiy whenever, in the sole judgment of the 
county sanitation engineer, it may be satisfactorily restored as provided by this article. (Ord. No. 320 §17.) 

Sec. 24-17. Cieanouts in house service sewers. 

Cleanouts, constructed in accordance with the drawing on file m the County Sanitation Engineer 's office, shall be placed on 
every house service where the iine crosses the property line. (Ord. No. 320 §16.) 



As ÎO biuiding régulations generaily, see ch. 7 of this code. 
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Sec 24-1 8. Backfiiiing generaily. 

Backfill over house service sewers and latéral and main sewer connections shall be piaced and thoroughiy compacted under and 
on each side of the pipe to a depth of not less than tweive inches over the top of the pipe by means of a tamper having a cross- 
sectional area of tamping foot not to exceed tweive square inciies. The remainder of the trench shall be fîlied to the élévation of 
the surface of the adjacent ground after compaction, except where pavement replacement is necessary, in which case backfiUs 
shall be brought to within eight inches of existing pavement surface after compaction. Where water is available for the purpose, 
the fiiling may be compaaed by flooding, by jetting, or by such other means as may be approved by the engineer; except, îhat 
where pavement is to be laid over it, backfill above the first compacted laver above the pipe shall be piaced in horizontal layers of 
not to exceed six inches, moistened to the satisfaction of the inspeaor, and compacted with an approved hand or mechanical 
tamper while being piaced. 

BackfîD on house service sewers and saddles shall be piaced on the same day duiing which the trench is eut, when, in the 
judgment of the inspector, such pladng and compacting wili not damage the installation. The inspeaor may allow trenches to 
remain open for a period in excess of forty-eight hours wfaen in his judgment good cause exists therefor. Written permission of the 
inspeaor shaii be obtained for allowing a trench to remain open beyond forty-eight hours. 

Backfill on latéral and main sewer Unes shall be pîaced as soon as practicable after the iaying of the pipe. Where such 
excavations occur in a traveied road, traf fîc shaU be allowed to pass through the work at ail times with a minimum of inconven- 
ience. The inspeaor shall be the sole judge as to the amo ont of trench which shall remain open at the end of a day's work. 

In lieu of the requirements set forth herein regarding the compacting of backfill beneath pavement, the fîHing of the trench, 
above the fîrst compaaed layer above the pipe, with crusher run gravel, moistened as direaed by the inspeaor, shall be consid- 
ered as équivalent to tamping the previousiy removed earth in six inch lifts. (Ord. No. 320 § 18.) 

Sec 24-1 9. Restoration of pavement generaily/ 

Where any existing pavement or surfacing of any street must be eut for the constructing of any house service sewer or latéral or 
main sewer, such pavement shall be repiaced with six inches of crusher run base rock or natural shale rock from a source 
approved by the engineer graded and moistened to the satisfaction of the inspeaor, and thoroughiy compaaed into place. Two 
inches of plant mix surfacing shall be piaced over the road rock. The finished replacement shall be firmly rolled and the plant mix 
surfacing feathered to join with the existing surface as nearly as possible. No oii mix shall be permitted. (Ord. No. 320 §19.) 

Sec 24-20. Pipe standards. 

Vitrified sewer pipes, concrète sewer pipes and asbestos pipes used in sewer work shall compiy with and meet the following 
standards: 

(a) Vitrified pipe. Vitrified pipe and fitting shall conform to the requirements of the American Society for Testing Materials 
(A.S.T.M.) spécifications for ciay sewer pipe, désignation C 13-40, with the exception that pipe of longer length wilI be permitted 
and ungiazed pipe and fittings may be used. Pipe and fittings for house service sewer construction shall bave an internai diameter 
of not less than four inches. 

(b) Concrète pipe. Concrète pipe and fittings shail conform to the requirements of the American Society of Testing Materials 
(A.S.T.M.) spécification C 14-^1 or A.S.TM. spécification C 75-41 for nonreinforced conaete pipe. Pipe shall be construaed of 
type five cément. 

(c) Asbestos cernent pipe (Transite). Asbestos cernent pipe (Transite) may be used and instailed according to manufaaurer's 
instructions. (Ord. No. 320 §20.) 

Sec 24-21. Mortar and other joint compound standards. 

Sand and cément for mortar, and other types of joint compounds used in sewer construction, shall compiy and meet the 
following standards: 



-As lo highways, roads and bridges generaily, ses ch. 25 of this code. 
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(a) Sand for monar shall be natural sand composed of hard, durable, uncoated grains of rock free from oil or other deleieri- 
ous materiais. 

(b) Cernent for mortar shail be Portland cernent conforming to A.S.T.M. spécifications, désignation C150-4w. 

(c) Mortar for pipe joints shall be composed of one part Portiand cément and two parts of sand. The mortar shail be well 
mixed and sufficiently moistened to hold logether whiie being piaced and not otherwise. 

(D) Bitumastic joint compound sfaail be simiiar to CF. 1-2, or eqtiai. The material used shail be subject to the approvai of the 
engineer, shail adhère tightly to cold pipe surfaces, and shail hâve sufficient eiasticity to permit slight movement of the pipe at the 
joint without injury to the joint. 

(e) Patented joints shail be subject to the approvai of the engineer. 

(f ) Any other joint compounds proposed for use shall be subject to the approvai of the engineer. Piimers shall be used with 
joint compounds as recommended by the manufacturer. (Ord. No. 320 §21 .) 

Sec. 24-22. Sewer Une appurtenancss gênerai iy. 

Appurtenances to sewer Unes, inciuding manhoies, cleanouts, temporary piugs and other related détails shall be constructed in 
accordance with a drawing now on file in the county sanitation engineer's office and titled "Sanitaxy Sewer Construction — 
Standard Détails." Copy of this drawing wiU be fumished to contractors or others legally empowered to construct sjmitary 
sewers, at the time a permit is issued for such construction. (Ord. No. 320 §22.) 

Cleanouts wiïl not be required at the property line in house service sewers. Cleanouts will be required in accordance with the 
Unifonn Piumbing Code, except that cleanouts need not be raised to grade. (Ord. No. 2398 §2.) 

Sec. 24-23. Depth and siope of house service sewer; temporary piugs. 

Unless the conformation of the ground prevents it, house service sewer shall hâve a depth at the street line of not less than three 
feet between the top of the pipe and the ground surface, and shall hâve a unifonn siope toward the latéral sewer of not le:is than 
one-fourth inch vertical to one foot horizontal. 

Temporary plup shall be installed at the main or latéral sewer connection or at such other location as may be necessary when 
connection is not immediateiy made to house piumbing- The piugs shall be of vitrified clay or of such other materiais as may be 
approved by the engineer, and shail be firmiy set in place to provide a watertight joint. (Ord. No. 320 §23.) 

Sec. 24-24. Connection of roof ieaders, surface drainage, septic tanks, etc., to sewers.^ 

No leaders from roofs or surface drains shall be connected to any house service sewer. No surface or subsurface drainage or 
storm water shaU be permitied to enter any sewer by any device or method whatever; aiso, no septic tanks or cesspools or the 
drains therefrom shaU be connected to any house service sew«- or latéral sewer. (Ord. No. 320 §24.) 

Sec. 24-25. Direct connections to manhoies. 

Direa connections to latéral or main sewer manhoies shall be made only with spécial written permission of the County Sanitation 
Engineer. (Ord. .No. 320 §25.) 

Sec. 24-26. Connection of swimming poois to sewers.^ 

Conneaions of swimming poois to sewers shall be made only by spécial permission and at the direction of the County 
Sanitation Engineer, and sun connections, if permirted, shall be made in a manner to be specified by such engineer. Failure to 
abide by the terms specified in such permit shaU constitutee a misdemeanor imder the terms of tîiis article. (Ord. No. 320 §26.) 



' As to building reguladons generally, see ci:. 7 of û±s Code. 
As to swimining pools général! y, see §7-14 of this code. 
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Sec. 24-27. Discharging industrial waste, garbage, etc., into sewers.^ 

No person shall discharge any industrial waste or any gaibage, excepting shredded gaibage, or any solids, semi-solid 
or liquid substances lesulting from any garbage, service station or antomolnle wash-rack into any main or latéral sewer 
wiûiout âist having obtained a pennit to do so £rom the coonty sanitation engineer. 

Permits to discharge any of such substances wiU be gianted in accordance with, or in considération of the spécial 
conditions of each case and shaD be subject to reascmable niles, régulations and requirements to prevent excessive 
alkalinity or acidity of the efQuent or excessive discharge or organic Uquid, semi-Iiqoid or solid. (Ord. No. 320 §§ 27, 
28.) 

Sec 24-28. Letter of acceptance of sewer construction. 

The county sanitation engineer shall issue a letter of acceptance to the engineer of wcnk for said latéral and/or main 
sewCT construction aôer tiie county sanitation engûieo* bas ascotaùied fnxn inspection tho^eof that said latéral and/OT 
main sewers weie constructed according to Ihe plans and spécifications tfaeretofore ^iproved by him. 

Lnmediately upon and after acceptance of the wcxk by the district, a one (1) year guazantee period on ail wo± shall 
be in eSect Ihe goaiantee shall provide that aU materials and wOTkmanshq> are in accordance with county ordinances 
and standards, and that none of the conditions listed under subsections (a), (b), (c), (e), (f) or (h) of Secticm 24-14.2 
develop during the one (1) year period afiter the original télévision inspection by the county. Dming the one (1) year 
guarantee penod, aie county may p^orm an internai closed drcait télévision inspection on any porticni of the sewer 
installed under the particular job. 

Any such conditions which axe discovered wiâiin one (1) year after acceptance of the woik by the county shall be 
corrected and/or rq)laced by the permittee at no expense to the coun^. Such guarantee podod may be extended upcxi 
disclosnre of a defect until one (1) year after correction of the defecL (Ord. No. 2936 § 5; Ord. No. 2657; Ord. No. 2398; 
Ord. No. 320 § 30.) 

Sec. 24-29. Appeals Of décisions Of sanitation engineer. 

Should any applicant be dissatisfîed with the action of tine county sanitation engineer in not gianting a permit under 
the provisicxis of this article, then such spplicant may make written objection to tiie board of snpervisors setting up the 
grounds of dissatisfaction. Upon receipt of such objection, the board of snpervisois shall s&t the matter for hearing at 
its next xegular meeting giving written notice tiiereof to the applicant Upon such hearing the board of supervisors may 
sustain, sn^^nd œ ovemile the décision of the county sanitation engineer and its décision shaU be final and condusive. 
Pending the hearing before the board of supervisors, the décision of tiie county sanitation engineer shall remain in full 
force and effect and any revosal thereof by the board of supervisors shall not be rétroactive but shall take effect as of 
the date of the board of supervisors' décision. (Ord. No. 320 § 32.) 

Sec. 24-30. Applîcabîlity of article. 

This article shall apply to, and the county^ sanitation engineer is hereby antiioiized and empowered to make inspections 
and enforce the provisions of this article within ail the unincoiporated teiritory of the county, including aU the territory 
within the boundaiies of ail county sanitation districts, sanitary districts and sewer maintenance districts, or other districts 
empowCTed by law to construct, maintaûi or ccHitzact for sewerage facilities now in existaice or hereafter to be fcHmed 
witiùn the county excepting those partions of such districts which may lie within incorporated aieas. (OrdL No. 320 § 2.) 

Sec. 24-31. Wah^er of minimum distance. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this code or the Uniform Plumbing Code, the director of permit and resource 
management department may waive a requiiement that sewer lines may not be installed less than twenty-five feet (250 
ôom an existing water well when he détermines that installation of a sewer will significantiy lessen the existing risk 



'As to refase geneially, see Ch. 22 of tiiis code. 
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of contamination of wells and will hâve no adverse environmoital effecL The détermination shall be based npon ail 
leievant facUxs^ including, but not limited to: location of the sewer pipe and likelihood of accidentai nqrtm-e; impavious 
constractian of the pipe; soil type; nomb^ of wells affected; location of pipe joints in relation to wells and type of pipe 
joints. Ihis section shall not be interpreted to permit installation of sewer lines less than ten feet (10^ from an existing 
well, nor shall it be deemed to permit installation of a water well doser than the distances otherwise required £rom an 
existing sewer pipe. (Qrd. No. 4906 § 5 (A) (part), 1995; Ord. No. 3280 § 1.) 

Section 24-31^. Standards for on-site waste water disposai Systems. 

The director of permit and resoorce managemoit department may from time to time adopt and prcxnulgate standards 
for on-site sq>tic disposai Systems. Bvery proposed standard, proposed revised standard, or standard proposed to be 
lesdnded shall be posted in the office of thé Sonoma county dedc and in a public area of the permit and resource 
management department's offices for at least fîfteen (15) days, together with a notice that the public may submit written 
comments for the director's c(xisiderati(Hi not later than the thirtieth day foUowûig posting of notice. The director of 
p^mit and resomce management dqiartment shall consider ccnnments satnnitted and may withdraw, adppt or rescind 
the standard gt levised standard as proposed or as revised foUowing the comment poiod. Adoption or rescission shaû 
take place not less than fifieen (15) nor more than one hundred eighty (ISO) days foUowing the close of the comment 
period, and each standard or revised standard adopted or resdnded shall be effective upon such posting. Such standards 
shall be periodicaUy conpiled and a copy ftereof made available to die public at cost Copies of such standards shall 
be available fcH* leview firee of charge at the permit and resource management department This section shall not be 
construed to impose any new or additional notice requir^nents for standards adopted by the director of permit and 
resource managemrat department by any other procédure prior to tiie effective date of the ordinance codifîed in tiiis 
section. (Qrd. No. 4906 § 5 (B), 1995: Qrd. No. 3670, 1987.) 

Article 11. Private Sewage Disposai.^" 

Sec. 24-32. Nonstandard on-site wastewater disposai Systems— Définitions. 

For purposes of this article, the following définitions shall apply: 

(a) **Standard System** means a method of on-site sewage disposai which includes a septic tank (with or without a 
sump and pump) by which method sub^nface ^Quent is disposed of through leach lines which are constructed in 
accondance with Uniform Plumbing Code Section 1-6. 

(b) ^Nonstandard System** means any method of on-site sewage disposai whidi does not use a septic tank or does 
not use standard leach lines for effluent disposai. 

(c) 'TJse" or "utilization** indudes Connecting or allowing a System to remain connected to a dwelling or other structure 
containing plumbing fixtures. (OnL No. 4330 § 1, 1991: Ord. No. 3293 § 1.) 

Sec. 24-33. Operational permit required. 

(a) No person, firm, corporation or other entity shall use, or cause or allow the use of , any nonstandard System or 
a standard System for \(dtiich monitoring is required as a condition of a pemùt ot otiier grant of approval (hereinafter 
referred to as monitored syston) within the miincorporated area of Scnoma County unless a valid operatiraial permit 
is in effect for such use. Use of a nonstandard System without a permit or with a revoked permit is a public nuisance 
perse. 

(b) The board of si5)ervisors shall establish a f ee or schedule of fées for operational permits, to be coUected by tiie 
director of pomit and resource management departmwiL Where the System is of such design that inspection is not 
required by the health officer or by the régional water quality control board, the fee may be waived by the director of 
permit and resource management department 



• 



^°Fonner Sec. 24-31 thioagfa 24-42 lepealed by Qrd. 1563. As to building régulations generally, see Ch. 7 of this Code. 
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(c) Upon paym^t of ail fées and sabmission of an ^pHcation which demonstiates to the director of permit and 
resource management department's satisfaction that the system will not hâve an adverse effect on ground or surface 
waters, or upon the public health, and no signiJBcant effect upon the enviionment, an operational pennit may be issued 
for a period of one (1), two (2) or three (3) years. The director of permit and resource management dspartmmt or his/her 
duly authorized représentative shall detomine the length of time an operational permit may be valid for each individual 
sewage disposai System in acccxdance with departmental guidelines. The same standard shalI gov^n both initial issuance 
of a permit and annual lenewal. The director of pennit and resource management department shall issue régulations 
goveming appUcaûon of the above criteria to ncnistandard Systems. The term ""adverse effect" shall be defîned by the 
director of pennit and lesource management department, but shall include cumulative effects. 

(d) The directCH' of permit and resource management department or his duly authorized représentatives shall be granted 
a right to corne on to the p ropert y of grantor and to bring associâtes and employées of the régional water qoality ccntrol 
board to inspect and to monitor the standard or nonstandard on-site wastewater sy^em when needed. Tlie right of access 
to the property to inspect and to monitor the standard or nonstandard System shall be conveyed to the county of Sonoma 
in tiie foim of a lecorded easement The director of permit and lesource management department or his duly authcHized 
représentative may release the easement upon détermination that connection to public sewer is made or when determined 
the easement is no longer lequired as per Streets and Hîghways Code Sections 8300 et seq. (Ord. No. 4906 § 5 (A) 
(part), 1995; Ord. No. 4330 § 2, 1991: Ord. No. 3293 § 2.) 

Sec. 24-34. Revocation. 

(a) If the director of pennit and resource maniement department détermines that a nonstandard System or morûtored 
System for which a pennit has be»i granted may hâve an adverse effect upon the ground or surface waters, cjt upon 
aie public health, or may hâve a signifîcant effect upon the environment, aie pennit shaU be subject to a revocation £act- 
fînding hearing. Notice of the time and place of Ûie revocation fact-fînding hearing shall be mailed to the permittee (Le., 
the permit holder-of-iecord) setting forth the perceived public health hazard/environmental problem, possible causes, 
and possible county action in the absence of rectifying the health hazard/environmental problem. The hearing shall be 
conducted no later than two (2) weeks after the mailing of a notice of possible revocation of operational permit for 
nonstandardAnonitoied wastewater disposai ^stem. The notice shall provide the permittee an opportunity to attend a 
fact-fînding heaiing and indicate that failnre to attend the hearing may be presumed to be an admission that the conditions 
believed to exist are true and correct as stated. The hearing shall be held no later tiian diirty (30) days Ërom the date 
the notice is maîled. The permittee may reqnest that the hearing be held at an eariier time than scheduled, as may be 
leasonable and convoiioit to the public director of pennit and resource management departme^it or his représentative. 
Upon the dispatdi of wiitten fîndings that the nonstandard or mcxùtored System poses a threat to public health and/or 
safety, and notice of révocation, the continued use of said System shall be unlawful and subject to abatement 

(b) Upon a reascxiable suspicion by the director of permit and resource management department that the ccxiditions 
in or around a ncHistandard or monitored wastewater disposai System may pose a serious and imminent threat to public 
health and safety, a temporary suspension of the operational permit may be ordoed. Such summary revocation shall 
be foUowed within three (3) days by written notice of the action mailed to the permittee, setting a time for a written 
respcHise within ten (10) days of the date of mailing. This temporary suspension is in addition to the procédures set forth 
in snbsection (a) and shall only be in effect until such time as the fact-finding hearing described above in subsection 
(a) is scheduled. At that time, the director of permit and resource management department shall détermine whether there 
is good cause to revoke the operational permit Failure to permit further inquiry into the condition of die nonstandard 
or monitored System, induding access to the System site, shall be sufficient good cause to pennit levocatiOTi of the 
operational pennit 

(c) A revoked pomit may be reinstated if the director of pomit and resource management departmCTit détermines 
that a plan has been established for adéquate repair, altération and/or maintenance of the system, and ail costs of 
enforcement, including attomey fées, violation reinspection fées and any of the costs described in Section 24-35 hâve 
been paid. (Ord. No. 4906 § 5 (A) (part), 1995; Ord. No. 4330 § 3, 1991: Ord. No. 3293 § 3.) 

Sec. 24-35. Abatement. 

In any acticm, judicial or administrative, to enforce any provision of this code relating to on-site sewage disposai, the 
county may recover ail of its costs of enforcement, including, but not limited to, any administrative overhead, salaries 
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and expenses incinred by fhe following departments: pubtic health, planning, county coonsel, district attomey, building 
and/or pnblic woiks. AU soch costs shall be a lien npon the property vpon which the System is lcx:ated. (Ord. No. 4330 
§ 4, 1991: Qrd. No. 3726, 1987.) 

Sec. 24-36. Provisions cumulative. 

Tlie provisions of this article are in addition to any otiier requirement for a permit for construction, altération or repair 
of a septic System. (Oïd. No. 4330 § 5, 1991: Ord. No. 3293 § 5.) 

Sec. 24-37. lAPMO listing and UPC certification mark required. 

(a) No pecson, fîim, cotpaiation or othcr entity shall sell for ose in Sonoma Coimty, înstall, or cause or allow sucti 
sale or installation of any septic tank (or container amenable for ose as a septic tank but used as a sump, water tank 
or other water-tight réceptacle) in Sonoma Cornity after July Ist, 1989, that is not Hsted with the International Association 
of Plumbing and Mechanical Officiais (hereinafter '^lAPMO'O as meeting the PS-1 design standard ((h* its successor) 
for septic tanks. Each septic tank sold for use in or instaUed in Soioma County aâer July Ist, 1989 must bear the 
Unifom Plmnbing Code certification mark which is provided by lAPMO to septic tank manufacturers in good standing. 
If an lAPMO lisdng is revdced, septic tanks of the revoked design manufactured on or subséquent to the revocation 
date shall not be sold for use in or installed in Sonoma County untîl the lAPMO listing for the levoked design is 
leinstated. A UPC certification mark upon a septic tank wiQ be legarded as confenring lAPMO approval of the design 
if the lAPMO listing was levdked after the sq>tic tank's manufacture. Such tanks shall be presnmed to meet the PS-1 
design standard (or its saccessor). 

(b) For putposes of this and succeeding sections, a septic tank is a wa^-tight receptacle which receives the discharge 
of a drainage System or part tiiereof, designed and constracted so as to retain solids, digest organic malter through a 
poiod of éeteaâon and allow the liquids to discharge into the soil oatside of the tank through a System of open joint 
pipuig or a seqjage pit meeting the lequirements of the Uniform Plombing Code. (Ord. No. 3999, 1989.) 

Sec. 24-38. Prohibîted activities directiy above a septic tank site. 

No person, fibm, coipaation or other entity shall use or cause or allow the use of propaty above any septic tank (or 
container amenable for use as a septic tank but used as a somp, water tank œ* other water-tight undrapx>nnd réceptacle) 
to siq)p(xt the wdght of any objecU indnding, but not limitêd to, motor vehicles, trail^s, boats, improvements upon 
the property, constraction materials, constraction equipment, or any ccxnbination thereof, wiûi a gross weight exceeding 
(Mie âioosand (1,000) pounds. Temporary weight loads in excess of what is permitted herein may be authorized by the 
Sonoma County permit and resonrce management departmoit to aie extent that adegnaît*. mitigating measures distributing 
the weight load upon tiie septic tank may be feasible and given prior zppcovéi. by said agency. (Ord. No. 4906 § 5 (C), 
1995; Ord. No. 3999, 1989.) 

Article 111. Cleaning Septic Tanks, etc. 
Sec. 24-43. Permit required. 

No peison shall engage in tiie business of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies and vaults and the removal of the 
contents thereof within the unincorporated areas of the county without first having obtained from tfie health department 
of the county a permit to do so as herein provided by this article. 

The term "engaging in the business of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies and vaults and the removal of the 
contents thereor as used in this article shall include but is not limited to any person who goes about from place to place 
with ^paratus or equq>ment designed for cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies and vaults or who shall hâve an 
established place of business for such pmpose and who shall make a charge for such services. (Ord. No. 219, § 2.) 
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Sec. 24-44. Same— -Application. 

Ail posons who désire to engage in the business of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, piivies and vaults and the removal 
of the contents thereof within the unincraporated areas of the county will make and file with the health department of 
the county a written application for a pennit to do so. (Qrd. No. 219, § 4.) 
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Sec. 24-45. Same— investigattorv—lssuanc o F oo B ond generally. 

It shall be the duty of the health department of the county, upon receiving an application for a permit as provided for 
by Section 24-43 to invesdgate the character of die appiicant, the kind and type of apparatus and equipment he intends 
to use in cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies and vaults, the method of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, privies and 
vaults and the place or places to which the contents of any cesspool, septic tank, privy or vault may be removedL If the 
health department is satisfïed ftom such investigation, it shall issue a permit to the applicant upcHi die payment of a fee 
as established by resolution of the board of supervisors, and the giving of a personal or surety bond in the sum of one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) conditioned for the faithfiil performance of ail duties oijoined by this article or the health 
department of the county. (OnL No. 2159 § 5; Ord. No. 219 § 5.) 

Sec. 24-46. Same— Term; renewal. 

Any permit issued pursuant to this article shaU be valid for a period of one year firom the date of issuance uniess 
thereafter revoked by order of the health department of the county as specified by this article, and any permit issued 
pursuant to this article may be renewed from year to year upon the fîling of a written application, the payment of the 
fee and the giving of the faithful performance bond as provided for in section 24-45. (Otd. No. 219, § 7.) 

Sec. 24-47. Same—Permittees subject to ruies and orders of health department; grounds for 
revocation. 

Every person who obtains a pomit as provided for in this article shall be subject to the rules and orders of the health 
department of the county in the foUowing matters: 

(a) The manner of cleaning any cesspool, septic tank, privy or vaulL 

(b) The removal of the contents thereof and the place to which such contents are moved. 

If any person shall refuse to obey ^d carry out the rules and orders of the health department in the manner herein 
specified, such refusai to obey and carry out such orders and rules shall be grounds for the revocation of the permit 
rcferred to and iHX)vided for in this article. (Ord. No. 219, § 6.) 

Sec. 24-48. Action on bond upon violation of article, etc. 

In the event that the holder of a pennit issued pursuant to the provisions of this article violâtes any of the provisions 
of this article ot any rules or orders of the health department of the county, such violation shall pennit the county at 
its option to resort to the faithful peifomiance bond for the payment of a penalty in the sum of one thousand dollars. 
(Ord. No. 219, § 8.) 

Article IV. Wastewater Discharge Régulations. 

Sec. 24-49. General provisions. 

(a) Purpose and policy. Thèse wastewater discharge régulations set uniform requirements for discharges into the 
wastewater collection and treatment System and enable the agency to comply with the administrative provisions of the 
clean water grant regulations, the water quality requirements set by the régional water quality control board and the 
applicable eflluent standards, and any other discharge criteria which are required or authorized by state or fédéral law, 
and to dérive the maximum public benefit by regulating the quality and quantity of wastewater discharged into those 
Systems. (Ord. No. 1917 § 1.) 

(b) Définitions. Uniess otherwise defined herein, terms shall be as adopted in the latest édition of "Standard Methods 
for the Examination of Water and Wastewater," published by the American Public Health Association, the American 
Water Works Association, and the Water Pollution Conlrol Fédération. Waste constituents and characteristics shall be 
measured by standard methods uniess expressly stated, or as established by fédéral or state regulatory agencies. 
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(1) Agency. Any spécial district municipality or other type of utility district which is authorized by state statutes 
to provide sanitaiy services, such as public utiiity district, community services district, sanitary district, county service 
area, county sanitation district, county water district, municipal utility district, sewer maintenance district, or city in which 
the goveming board has adopted this section of the Sonoma County Code in whole or in part **by référence." 

(2) Bénéficiai uses. Uses of the waters of the state âiat may be protected agaûist quality dégradation include, but 
are not necessaiily limited to, domestic, municipal, agricultural and industrial supply, power génération, récréation, 
aesthetic enjoyment, navigation and the préservation and enhancement of fish, wildlife and other aquatic resources or 
réserves, and other uses, both tangible or intangible as specifîed by fédéral or state law. 

(3) Board. The goveming board of any agency adopting this ordinance in whole or in part, by référence, i.e. 
directors of county sanitaticMi district, boaid of public utility districts, etc. 

(4) BOD. Biochemical oxygen demand as determined in accordance with standard analytical procédures and, unless 
otherwise noted, exerted in a period of 5 days at 20 degrees Celsius. 

(5) Builder. Shall mean any individual or group of individuals who finance the constmction of ^ency sewage 
collection facilities. 
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(6) Cesspool. A lined and covered excavation in the ground which recdves the discharge of domestic sewage or wasces 
from a drainage System, so designed as to recain the organic matter and soiids, but permitting the liquids to seep through the 
bottom and sides. 

(7) City. AnyincorporatedmunidpalitywithintheCountyofSonoma- 

(8) COD. Chemical oxygen demand as detennined in accordance with standard analytical procédures. 

(9) Community sewer or collection System. A sewer owned and operated by the agency, a dty or other public agency 
tributary to a treatment fadiity. It shall indude, but not be limited to, pumping stations, syphons, creek crossings, manhoies, and 
sewers leading from the property Une to the collection system. 

(10) Compatible poUuîant. Biochemical oxygen demand, suspended solids, pH and fecal coliform bacteria, plus addition- 
ai pollutants idomfîed in the agencyis national poUutant disdiaige dimination system (NPDES) permit if the publidy owned 
treatment works was designed to treat such pollutants and in fact does remove such pollutants to a substantiai degree. 

(11) Contamination. An impairmentof the qualityof the wazersof the statebywasteto adirée which créâtes a hazardto 
the pub&c heatth through poisoning or through the spread of disease. Contamination shall indude any équivalent ef f ect resulting 
from the disposai of wastewatex; whether or not waters of the state are affected. 

(12) County. CountyofSonoma. 

(13) County Sanitation J^gineer. The duly authonzed sanitation engineer as appointed by the Board of Supervisors of the 
County of Sonoma. 

(14) Criticaluser. A user whoisrequiredtoobtain a permît, as defîned in section S2(b)ofthisordinance. 

(15) Day. Any da$; except Sanirdays, Sundays and Iqgal hoiidays. 

(16) DissoNed solids. Residue upon evaporadon of water after fîhration m accordance with standard analytical procé- 
dures. Also termed total dissolved solids or TDS. 

(17) Domestic sewage. ShaUmean the waterfoomewastesderived&om the ordinaryliving processes and of such character 
as îo permit sadsfactory disposai without spedal treatment mto the public sewec 

(18) Drain. Any conduit for the conveyance of stonn water or surface or subsurface ground drainage water. 

(19) Fédérai act. The fédéral water poUudon control act, PL 92-500, and any amendments thereto; as weil as any guide- 
lines, limitations and standards promuigated by the environmental protection agency pursuant to the act. 

(20) Holding tank waste. Any waste from holding tanks, such as vesseis, chemical toiiets, campers, trailers, septic tanks 
and vacuum pump tank tnmks. 

(21) Incompatible poUutant. Any poUutanî which is not a compatible pollutant as d^îned in this section. The pretreat- 
ment standard for compatible peUutants introduced into a publidy owned treatment works by a major contributing industry not 
subject to section 307(c) of the fédéral act shall be, for sources within the corresponding industrial or cotnmerdai rategory, thaï 
estabtished by a promuigated effluent limitations guideiine defîning best practicable control technology currentiy available pursu- 
ant to sections 301(b) and 304(b) of the fédérai act, provided that, if the publidy owned treatmem works which recdves the 
pollutants is commftted, in îts NPDES permit, to remove a spedfïed percentage of any incompatible pollutant, the pretreatment 
standard applicable to users of sudi treatment works shall be correspondingiy reduced for that pollutant; and provided further 
that even when the effluent limitations guiddine for eacfa industry category is promuigated, a separate provision will be proposed 
conceming the application of such guiddine to pretreatment. 

C22) Industrial cost rçcovery. The portion of annual capital cost recovery allocable to industry and subjea to fédéral 
industrial payback. 

(23) Industrial user. A user wto disdiarges industrial waste. For purposes of fédéral industrial cost recovery and payback 
provisions, any user of a publidy-owned treatment works identifled in the U.S. "Standard Industrial Classification Manual, 
1972," under the foUowing divisions: 

Division A — Agriculture, Forestry, and Fïshing 
Division B — Nfining 
Division D — Manuf acturing 

Division £ — Transportation, Communications, Electric, Cas and Sanitary Services 
Division I — Services 
A user in thèse divisions may be exduded from the industrial user category if he discharges essentiaily domestic 
sewage. See also "User". 
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(24) Inàusaiai waste. The waierborae waste and wastewater ôxïm any production, manufacturing or processing opera- 
don of whatever nature inciwding instinidonai and commercial opérations «diere water is used for ihe removai of significant 
q uantit ies of waste other than from human habitation of premises coimected to the public sewers. Contents of chemicai toiiets, 
septic tanks, waste holding tanks and waste sumps shall be dassed as industriai waste. 

(25) bifiitnaion. Water entexing the seweragesysteznthrou^ the ground. 

(26) Inflow. Water entering a séwerage System fiom surface drains^e and deancooiing water Systems. 

(27) Manager. The manager of the agency or ins àpà^jm-A représentative or the engineer for any agency in which the 
goveming board*s polides are administered by the enghxeec. 

(28) MGD. Abbreviation for mîDîons gallons perday: 

(29) Mass émission rate. The weigiit of matenal discharged to the sewer System d^mng a given time inrerval. Uniess 
otherwise sped fî ed, the mass émission rate shaQ mean pounds per day of a particular constituent or combination of constituents. 

(30) Natural outlet. Any outietinto a watercourse,ditdi^ pond, lake or other body or surface or groundwatec. 

(31) Nwsance. Anything wfaidi is injurious to heaith or is indrcmî or offensive to the sensés or an obstruction to the free 
use of property so as to interfère with the comfOTt or enjoyment of Ufe or property or whidi affects at the same time an entire 
conmxunity or ndgiiboriiood or any considérable number of p er sons , althou^ the exient of the annoyance or damage inflicted 
upon individuals may be unequaL 

(32) Permit. Wastewater discfaargepermiL 

(33) Person. Any individuaU parmership, fînn, association, corporation, or public a^ncy, inciuding the State of Califor- 
nia and the United States of America. 

(34) pH. The logaiithm of the x e ùpi ocal of the hydrogen-ion activity in moles per iiter of solution as measured by 
standard analytical procédures. 

(35) Pollution. An altération of the qualityof the '^^^tersof the stateby waste to a degree wfaidi uoreasoiiably affects such 
waters for bénéficiai use or f adlides which serve sucfa benefîdal uses. Pollution may indude contamination. 

(36) Premises. A parcd of real estate inrhiriing any improvements thereon which is determined by the agency to be a sinpie 
user for purposes of receiving, using and paying for service. 

(37) Pretreaûnent. The trearment or flow limitation of industiial wastes prior to discfaarge to the agency sewerage System. 

(38) Private sewer, building sewer, sde sewer or house service sewer. That part of the building sewer beginning at the 
junction thereof with the building pinmbing or drainage System and tersùnaring at the property Ëixe. 

(39) Public agency. The United States Govemmen or any deparonent or agency thereof ; the State of Calif omia or any 
depamnent or agency thereof; any sdiooi district; any other govemmental or public distria or enticy; or any other legai public 
district, endty or entities; or any combination of the foregoing. 

(40) Sanitary sewerage System or sewerage System. AU works for coUeoing, pumping, treating, disposing, storing and 
rrHanning sewage. 

(41) Sanitanon engineer and engineer. Shall mean the responsible registered civil engineer empioyed by or contracted by 
the governing board to design, administer and inspea agency coiistruction and wastewater disposai fadlities. 

(42) S^tic tank System. An arrangement of tanks vdiiciireceîve waste and bysepticbacterial action, effea décomposition 
and settlement of scttable soiids and diversion of the sepdc liquid for daxifîcaxion and disposai. 

(43) Sewage. The waterbome wastes received firom human habitation and use of premises for residential, business, înstitu- 
tional, and industrial purposes. 

(44) Sewer or sanitary sewer. A pipe or conduit whidi carries sewage and/ or industrial wastes and to whidi storm, 
surface, and groundwatets are net întendonaliy ^ArmnM Uniess otherwise qualified, the word **sewer" when used in this 
ordinance sfaall be taken to mean "sanitary sewer". An agency sewer or public sewer is any sewer located within an easement or 
public right of way and vi^ch is maintained by the agency 

(45) Sbtg. Any discfaarge of waie:; sewage, or industrial waste wfaicfa in concentration of any given constituent or in 
quantxty of flow exceeds, for any petiod of duradon loi^er than fîfteen (15) minutes, more than fîve (5) times the average twenty- 
four (24) hour c o nce n tration or flow rate duxing normal opération. 

(46) Street. Any public highway. road, street, avenue, alley, way, ffascmmr or rigfat of way. 

(47) Suspended soiids (SS). Paniculate matter présent in sewage and retained on a fîlter (nonfOrerabie) in a standard 
analytical procédure. 

(48) Treatment Plant. Shall mean the sewage trratment fadlities of the agency or any other agency. 

(49) UnpoUuted water. Water to which no constituent has been added, either inxemionaiiy or acddentally, wfaicfa would 
render sucfa water unacceptable to tfae agency faaving jurisdicdon tfaereof for disposai to storm or natural drainages or directly to 
surface waters. 



• 



(Revised 1987) 24-14 



• 



§ 24-49 SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL § 24-50 

(50) User. Any person that discfaarges, causes or permits the discharge of wastewater into a commiinity sewei: 

(51) User classification. A dassiAcaiîon of user based on the 1972 edinon of the Standard Industrial ClassiUcanon (SIQ 
Manual prepared by the executive office at management and budget. 

(52) User charge. A paymempaidby the iiserto the agency ai a prescribedimerval for sanitarysewerage System service. 

(53) Waste. Indudes sewage and any and ail other waste substances, liquid, solid, gaseous, or radioactive, assodated with 
human habitation, or of human or animal origin, or from any produdng, manufactuiing, or processing opération of whatever 
nature prior to, and for purposes of, disposai. 

(54) Wastewater. Waste and watex;whethertreated or untreated,(fischarged into or perxnittedto enter a cotnmumtysewer. 

(55) Wastewater discharge permit. A license for a user to discharge wastewater into a sanitarysewer^e System. 

(56) l^fiatewater constitueras and characteristics. The individual chemical, physical, bacteriological and radioiogical pa- 
rameters, înHnritwg volume and flow rate and such other parameters that serve to defîne, dassify or measure the contents, 
qualité quantity and strength of wastewaten 

(57) Waters of the state. Any water; surface or imderground, induding saline waters witfain the boundaries of the State. 
(Ord.No. 1917§1.) 

Sec 24-50. Régulations. 

(a) Prohibitions on dîscharges. No person shall discfaarge to coixmiunity sewei; storm drain, or naturai oiitlet, wastes which 
cause, threaten to cause, or are capable of causing either alone or by interaction with other substances: 

(1) a fîre or explosion; 

(2) obstruction of flow in a sewer System or mjury of the System or damage to the wastewater collection, treatment or 
disposai faCTTfries; Le., any asfaes, cinders, sand, mud, grit, straw, offal, shavings, métal, glass, rags, feathers, tai; plastics, wood, 
sawdust, manure, or other solid or viscous substance capable of causing obstruction or the fiow in sewers or other interférence 
with the proper opération of the sewage System in the opinion of the ^ency; 

(3) danger tolife or safetyof personnel; 

(4) a nuisance or prevennon of the effective maintenance or opération of the sewer system, through having a strong, 
unpleasant odor; 

(5) air pollution by the reiease of toxic or malodorous gases or malodorous gas-produdn^ substances; 

(6) intoference with the wastewater treatment process; 

(7) the a^ncy's effluent or any other produa of the treament process, residues, siudges, or scums, to be unsuitable for 
réclamation and reuse or to interfère with the réclamation process; 

(S) a detnmental environmental impact or a nuisance in the waters of the state or a condition unacceptabie to any public 
agency having regulatory juxisdiction over the agency; 

(9) discoloradon or any other condition in the quahty of the agency's treatment works effluent in such a manner that 
receiving water quality requirements established by iaw cannot be met; 

(10) conditions at or near the agency^ treatmem works which violate any statute or any nile, régulation, or ordinance of 
any public agency or state or fédéral regulatory bodjr; 

(11) quantities or rates of flow which overioad the agency's collection or treatment fadiities or cause excessive agency 
coUecdon or treatment costs. 

(b) Prohibitions on storm drainage and ground watec. Storm watei; ground water, rain watei, street drainage, subsurface 
drainage, roof down spouts, extenor foimdation drains, or other sources of yard drainage shall not be discharged through direct 
or indirect connections to a community sewer. 

(c) Prohibidon on unpoEmed water. Unpoiluted watex; induding, but not limited to, cooling watex; process water or blow- 
down from coolins towers or evaporative coolers shall not be discharged through direct or indirect connection to a community 
sewer unless a permit is issued by the agency. The agency may approve the discharge of such water oniy when no reasonable 
altei . 'tàvc method of disposai is available. 

If a permit is gramed for the discharge of such water into a community sewer, the user shall pay the applicable user charges 
and fées and shall meet such other conditions as required by the agency's goveming board. 

(d) Limitadons on radioacdve wastes. No person shall discharge or cause to be disdiarged, any radioactive waste imo a 
community sewer except: 

(1) when the person is authorized to use radioactive materials by the state department of health or other govemmental 
agency empowered to reguiate the use of radioactive materials, and 
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(2) whea the waste is discfaarged in stria conformity with current California radiation controi régulations (Califomia 
Administrative Code, Title 17) and the atomic energy commission régulations and recommendadons for safe disposai, and 

(3) wben the person is in compliance with ail rules and régulations of ail other applicable reguiacory agendes. 

(e) Limitations on the use of garbage grinders. Waste from garbage grinders shall not be discharged imo a conununity sewer 
except: 

(1) wastes genciated in préparation of food normally consumed on the premises, or 

(2) wben the user bas obtained a permit for tfaat spedSc use &om the agency; and agrées to undertake whatever self- 
monitoring is required to enable the manager to equitabiy détermine the user charges based on the waste consticuems and 

Sucfa grinders must shied the waste to a d^ree that ail particies wiD be carried fredy under normal flow conditions 
prevailing in the commumty sewei. Garbage grinders sfaail not be used for grinding plastic, paper products, inert materials, or 
garden refuse. 

(f) T-imirafionson poitt of discfaarge. ^^6 pjêirson sfaail dischaige any substances directlyinto a manhole or other opening in a 
commumty sewer other than tfarou^ an approved bouse service sewex; unless upon written application by the user and payment 
of the applicable user charges and fées, the Agencyis goversing boaxd issues a permit for such d^ect discharges. 

(g) Holding tank waste. A user p r op os in g to discfaarge holding tank waste into a conununity sewer must secure a permit. 
Untess allowed by the managc; undg the terms and conditions of the permît, a sQ?arate permit must be secured for eacfa separate 
discharge. Hûs permit win staxe the speâfic location of discharge, the rime of day the disdiarge is to occuz; the voliune of the 
discharge azid the wastewater constituents and cbaracterîstics. If a perztiit is granted for discfaarge of such waste into a commuxiity 
sewei; the user sfaail pay the applicable user charges and fées and shall meet sudi other conditions as required by the agency's 
goveming board. 

(h) Limitations on wastewater strength No person shall disdiarge or cause to be disdiarged, to an ^ency sewer any of the 
following without fîist obtaining a wastewater discfaarge p erm i t that spedfically permits sudi indusoial waste discharge charac- 
terisncs. 

(1) Discharge duiîng a dafly twenty-four hour (24) hour period in excess of 50,000 gallons. 

ÇL) Volume of flow or u oucenti ario n of wastes constituting '*siugs** , as defîned herein. 

(3) Discharge whidi bas a daily average concentrarion of those values as adopted by agency resolution. 

(4) W^xers or wastes with a pHlower than 6.0 or fa]^faer than 9.5. 

(5) Discfaarges containing métal pickling or rrrhing wastes or plaring soludons, whether neutralized or not, except efflu- 
em disdiar^ &om an agency approved treatment System. 

(6) Any discfaarge which bas an average daily concentrarion of: 

(a) Arsenic exrmting 0.2 miPigrams per liteac 

(b) Hexavalent cfaromium exceeding 0.1 miOigrams per liter or total chromium exceeding 0.5 milligrams per liter. 

(c) Copper exceeding OJt mîDigrams per litec 

(d) Lead exceeding 03 miffîgrams p>er litec 

(e) Nîdcd exceeding 0.3 miOigrams per litec 

(f) Siiver exceeding 0.2 miHigiams per litec 

(g) Zinc exceeding 1.0 milligrams per Ktec. 

(h) Other toxic substances in concentrations faaving an acute toxidty to fïsh exceeding a 96 hour médium tolérance 
limit of 257o wben tested in accordance with standard test procédures. 

(7) IXsdiarges containing phénols or other taste and odor produdng substances in con cenuari ons exceeding lindts which 
may ^ Tlffablished hy The Tnanager us mtfvtar y to meet water qualiîy reqmrements. 

(8) Hot wastes at températures exceeding 160 degrees (70 d e g ree s Celsius), or exceeding 1 10 degrees Farenbeit (43 degrees 
Cdsius) for any dght (8) hour period. 

(9) Maôerials which exert or cause in the sewerage System or receivingwaters: 

(a) Unusual concentrarions either of inert suspended soiids (such as but not limited to, soU solids, FuUer's earth, lime 
slurries, and lime residues) or of 4\ ss ived inorganic solids (sudi as, but not timirrri to, sodium chloride and sodium sulphate) in 
excess of 750 milligrams per litec 

(b) Excessive discoloration (such as, but not liznited to, dye wastes and vegetable tazming solixtions). 

(10) Discharges in such quanriries or such qualities that they are not amenable to treatment or réduction by wastewater 
treatmeu processes employed, or are amenable to treatmem only to such a degree that the treatment plant ef fluent cannot meet 
water quality requirements. 
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(11) Crease, oil and sand interceptors sbail be provided by the discharger when, in the opinion of the manager; they are 
necessary for the proper h ^nt HMn ^ of wastes containing grease in excess of the limiis specified in section 50.0S-3, or any flammahie 
wastes, sand, grit, and other hannfui ingrédients. Ail interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved in writing, prior to 
installation, by the manager; and shall be located so as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection. Grease and 
oil interceptors shall be constructed of impervious matexiais c^abie of withstanding abrupt and extrême changes in température. 
They shall be of substantiai construction, waterdght, and equipped with easily removabie covers which when bolted in place shall 
be gas tight and watertight. Grease and oil interceptois shaU be constructed in any place or building having a capadty to serve 
group meals. Where inscalled, aJl grease, oO, sand and grît interceptors shall be maintaiaed by the owner at his expense in 
continuous efficient opération at ail times. Materials coQected shall not be reintroduced into the sewage System. 

(12) Effluent limitations promuigated by the fédéral act shall apply in any instance where they are more strtngent than 
those in this ordinance. Under section 307(b) of the aa, fédéral pretreatment standards are designed to achieve two purposes: (1) 
to protea the opération of publidy owned treatment works (as defîned in secdon 212 of the fédérai aa P.L. 92-5(X)), and (2) to 
prevent the discharge of poUutants which pass throu^ such works inadeqnateiy treated. Users in industrîal catégories subject to 
effluent guiddines issued under section 304<b) of the act, which are disdiarging incompatible pollutants to publidy owned 
treatment worics, are requîred to adopt best practicable cootrol technology currendy available, as defîned by the administrator of 
EPA pursuant to secdon 304(b) of the act. Where the agency treatment works was designed to and does achieve substantiai 
removai of pollutants, other than the four pollutants listed in the defïnîdon for compatible pollutants in secdon 49(b)(10) (BOD, 
suspended soiids, pH, and fecal colifonn bactetia), it is not appropriate to require the industrial user to achieve best practicable 
control technology cunenxiy available, since this would lead to an uneconomical duplication of treatment fadlities. WhUe the 
term "substantiai removai" is not subject to précise définition, it generally contemplât» removals in the order of S5 percent or 
greatCL Nfinor incidental removals in the order of 10 to 30 percent aie not considered "substantiai". For some industrial cat^>- 
ries, it may be necessary to defïne pretreatment guiddines for probiems that may aiise as a resuit of the discharge mto publidy 
owned treatmem worics. Howevex; any adjustments requiied for particuiar industrial catégories should be considered in coimec- 
tion with the agency's requirements rather than in the nadonal pretreatment standard. Limitations on wastewater strength in 
section 50(h)(l) and 50(h)(2) of this ordinance may be supplemented with more stiingent limitations pursuant to secdon 52(b)(4). 

(a) If the agency détermines that the limitations in secdons 50.08-1 may not be suffident to protea the opération of 
the agency^ treatment works, or 

(b) If the agency détermines that the limitations in secdons 50.0S-1 may not be suffident to enabie the agency's 
treatment works to comply with water quaiity standards or effluent limitadons specified in the agency's nadonal pollutam 
discharge dnnination System (NPDES) permit. 

(13) Seasonal flow. Seasonal flow is defîned as an industrial waste discharge during any fîfteen (15) day period during 
which the average volume and /or strength of any r^ulated wastewater charactensdc exceeds the respective daiiy averages by 
fifcy (50) percent. Seasonal flow dischargers shall be subjea to wastewater treatment plant service capadty allocation by the 
manager If overioading conditions occur or thre aten to occur at the treatment plant or if imused service capadty is insuf fîdent to 
accommodate aU seasonal flows, the mander may allocate available service capadty among ail seasonal dischargers. In allocat- 
ing the flow or constituent load, the manager shaU take into accoum the discharger's nonseasonal flow, wastewater conservation 
practice, économie and environmental impact, historical data, and any other considération advanced by the discharger which' wHI 
hdp the manager make an équitable allocation. (Ord. No. 1917 §1.) 

(i) Regioi^ water qualîiy control board requirement limitations. Discharge or industrial waste from any premise within the 
dty onto land or to any natural outlet may be pginirred only if the discharge compiles with ail reqiiirements of the régional water 
quaiity control board and of aU other local, state and fédéral laws and régulations. (Ord. No. I9I7 § I .) 

(j) Other govemmental ^ency jurisdictions. Nothing contained in this section shaU be construed to limit any additional 
requirements that may be imposed by the County Health Officei; by the régional water quaiity control board or by other 
govemmental agendes having juiisdiction thereof . (Ord. No. 1917 § 1 .) 

Sec. 24-51. Wastewater volume deterniinatiôn. 

(a) Metered water supply. The total amount of water used from public and pnvate sources shall, at the request of the managex; 
be determined by means of public meters or privaie meters, installed and maintained at the expense of the user and approved by 
the agency. (Ord. No. 1917 §1.) 

(b) Esrimared wastewater volume for users without source meters. For users where, in the opinion of the agency, it is uimeces- 
sary or impractical to instaU meters, the quantity of wastewater shall be based upon an estimate prepared by the engineer, This 
estimate shall be based upon a rational détermination of the wastewater discharged and may consider such faaors as the seating 
capadty, population équivalent, annual production of goods and services, etc. 
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If the user is dissaxisfled with the managert esdmated wastewater volume, then he may présent bis objection in writing and 
the user may fnsran a meter or meters of a type and ax a location approved by the manager and at the useras expense. Such meters 
shall betested for accuracyat the expenseof the user wfaendeemednecessaryby the manager. (Ord. No. 1917 §1.) 



Sec. 24-52. Administration. 

(a) Discharge reports. The agency may reqmre tfaat any person discharging or proposing to disdxarge wastewater into a 
community sewer fôe a penodic discfaarge r ep ort . The discharge report may indude, but not be «mTT«»H to» nature of process, 
volume, rates of flow, mass émission rate, production quanxities, hours of opération, number and dassifîcation of employées, or 
other information which idates to the génération of waste înduding wastewater constituents and characteristics in the wastewater 
discharge. Sudi reports may aiso indudethe chcmical constituents and quantity of liquid or gaseous Ttiar«»Hak stored on site, even 
though they may not iiormallybe disdiarged. In addidonto discharge r^xnts, tixe agency may require information in the fonn of 
wastewater discfaarge permit applications and seif-momtoring reports. 

(b) '^K^stewaterdîschargepermits. 

(1) Maxidatorypermits. M ciiiical users proposing toconnea or to discharge into a œmmunity sewer after the effective 
date ofthisontinanCTmustobtain a wastewater disdiarge permit beforecormrningto or discharging into a coinmT^^ 
existing critical users connected to or disdiari^i^ into a community sewer must obtain a wastewater disdiarge permit within 90 
days after the effective date of this ordinance. For purposes of this ordinance, a critical user is deflned as any user whose user 
dassifîcadon is identified in the Standard Industiial Qassifîcations ^Q Manual in any of divisions A, B, D, £, and I, and who 
(1) bas a dischaxge flow of 50,000 gallons or more per average wcnrk day, or (2) has a flow greater than 57o of the flow in the 
agency^ wastewater treatment system, or (3) has in ins wastes toxic poUiirams in toxic amounts as defîned in standards issued 
under section 307(a) of the fedezal act, or (4) is fonnd by the agency to hâve signifîcant impact, either singulaily or in combina- 
tion with other contributing industries, on the treatment or collection system. 

(2) Oprional permits. The Tnanagrr may issue a wastewater disdiaige permit to any user in accordance with the terms of 
this section in the f ollowing catégories: 

(a) A user 'v^orequires the user diarges and fées tobebased on an esômaxionof wastewater flow. 

(b) Any user whose wastewater strength is less than the normal range for the user classification to which he is 
a&signed becanse of pretreatment, process changes or other reasons. 

(c) Any sin^ dwdling, office, commercial business, iodge, apartment, diurdi, or muiduse building user who dis- 
charges oniy domestic waste. 

(3) Permit application. Users sreking a wastewater discharge permit sfaail complète and fîle with the manager, an applica- 
tion in the form presôibed by the «latiagiT, ami accompanied by the applicable fées. The appiicam may be required to submit, in 
units and terms appiopria te for évaluation, the followii^ information: 

(a) Name,address,andSICnunU)erofappiicant; 

(b) Volume of wastewater tobediscbarged; 

(c) 'V^stewater constituents and diaracteristics Tnc^^^ding but not lîTpf''^ to those mentioned in sections 50(h) as 
determined by a laboratory approved by the agency; 

(d) lune and durationof disdiarge; 

(e) Avera^ and 30 nmmte peak wastewater flow rates, îndiiding daily, monthly and seasonal variations if any; 

(f) Site plans, floor plans, medianical and plmnbing plans, water supply information and détails to show ail sewers 
and appurtenances by size, locadon and devadon; 

(g) Des cripti o n of activities, fadlities and plam process on the premises iTfHnriîng ail materials, pro ce s s e s and types of 
materials wfaidi are or couid be discharged; 

(h) Eachproduaproducedby type, amount and rate of production; 

(i) Number and type of employées, and hours ofwork; 

(j) Any other information as may be deemed by the manager to be necessary to evaluate the permit application. The 
manager will evaluate the data fumished by the user and msy require additional informadon. Afcer évaluation and ac ce ptance of 
the data fumished, themanager may issue a wastewater disdiarge permit subject to terms and conditions provided herein. 

(4) Permit condidons. Wastewa. ^ disdcgge permits sfaail be erqaressly subject to ail provisions of this or dinanc e and ail 
other régulations, user charges, and fées established by the agency. TÏie condidons .of wastewater discfaarge permits sfaaU be 
uniformiy enforced by tfae manager in accordance with this ordinance, and applicable state and fédérai regulanons. Permits may 
conxain tfae following: 

(a) Tfae unit charge or sdiedule of user charges and fées for the wastewater to be disdiargcd to a co mmunit y sewer; 

(b) The collecQon of connecnon fee, inspection fee and prcpayment for the prorated portion of anmial user diarges, 
if collected annually eitfaer by bîlling or via tfae coxmty tax roDs. 

(c) Tfae average and maximum wastewater constituents and cfaaracterisdcs; 

(d) T-imits on rate and time of discfaarge or requirements for flow régulations and equaiizaxion; 
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§ 24-52 SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAI § 24-52 

(e) Requiremenis for installation of inspection and sampiing facilities; 

(f) Pretreatment reqnirements; 

(g) Spécifications for monitoring programs which may include sampiing locations, frequency and method of sam- 
piing, number, types and standards for tests and reporting schedule; 

(h) Requirements for submission of technicai reports or discharge reports; 

(i) Requirements for maintaining plant records relating to wastewater discharge as specified by the agency, and 
affording agency access thereto; 

(j) Mean and maximum mass émission rates, or other appropriate limits when incompatible pollutants (as defined by 
section 49(b)(2) are proposed or présent in the user's wastewater discharge. 

(k) Other conditions as deemed appropriate by the agency to insure compliance with this ordinance. 

(5) Duration of permits. Permits shall be issued for a specified time period, not to exceed five (5) years. A permit may be 
issued for a period less than a year or may be stated to expire on a spécifie date. If the user is not notif ied in writing by the agency 
30 days prior to the expiration of the permit, the permit shall be extended one additional year. The terms and conditions of the 
permit may be subjea to modification and change by the agency during the life of the permit, as limitations or requirements as 
identif ied in section 50(h) are modifîed and changed. The user shall be inf ormed of any proposed changes in his permit at least 30 
days prior to the effective date of change. Any changes or new conditions in the permit shall include a reasonable time schedule 
for compliance. 

(6) Transfer of a permit. Wastewater discharge permits are issued to a spécifie user for a spécifie opération. A wastewater 
discharge permit shall not be reassigned, transferred or sold to a new owner, new user, différent premises, or a new or changed 
opération. 

(7) Temporary suspension of permit. A permit may be temporarily suspended by the manager at any time if, in his 
opinion, the continued discharge of the waste or water into the sanitary sewer System wouid, when combined with other discharg- 
es into the sewer System, exceed the agency's allocated capacity service in a subregional or régional sewerage system, substandally 
jeop'ardize the ability of the treatment system to meet water quality requirements or would cause an imsafe condition to occur. In 
lieu of temporary suspension of permits, the manager may impose such temporary restrictions, conditions, or limitations upon 
the quantities, quaiities, and rates of discharge made thereunder as he deems necessary to assure that said receiving water quality 
requirements will not be violated by the sewage discharged by the agency to a subregional or régional system, or to alle\iate the 
unsafe condition. Notice of the temporary suspension or the imposition of temporary restrictions, conditions, or limitations shall 
be given in writing by the manager to the permittee at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to their effective date. Delivery of said 
notice to the permittee's place of business shall constitute delivery of notice to permittee. 

(8) Revocation of permit. Any user who violâtes the f ollowing conditions of the permit or of this ordinance, or applicable 
State and fédéral régulations is subject to having his permit revoked: 

(a) Failure of user to factually repon the wastewater constituents and charaaeristics of his discharge; 

(b) Failure of the user to report signifïcant changes in opérations or wastewater constituents and charaaeristics; 

(c) Refusai of reasonable access to the user's premises for the purpose of inspection or monitoring; or 

(d) Violation of conditions of the permit. 

(c) Monitoring facilities. The agency may require the user to construct at his own expense, monitoring facilities to ailow 
inspection, sampiing, and flow measurement of the building sewer or internai drainage Systems and may also require sampiing or 
metering equipment to be provided, installed and operated at the user's expense. The monitoring fadiity should normally be 
situated on the user's premises, but the agency may, when such a location would be impractical or cause undue hardship on the 
user, alIow the facility to be constructed in the public street or sidewalk area and located so that it wHI not be obstructed by 
iandscaping or parked vefaicies. 

If the monitoring facility is inside the user's fence, there shall be accommodations to ailow access for agency personnel, 
such as a gâte secured with an agency lock. There shall be ample room in or near such sampiing manhole to aUow accurare 
sampiing and compositing of sampies for analysis. The manhole, sampiing and measuring equipment shall be maintained at ail 
times in a safe and proper operating condition at the expense of the user. 

Whether construaed on public or private property, the sampiing and monitoring facilities shall be provided in accordance 
with the agency's requirements and ail applicable local agency construaion standards and spécifications. Construction shall be 
completed within 40 days foUowing written notification by the agency; imless a time extension is otherwise granted by the agency. 
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(d) Inspection and sampling. The agency may inspect tfae faciiities of any user to ascertain whether the purpose of this 
ordinance is being met and ail requirements are being complied with. Persons or occupants of premises where wastewater is 
created or discharged shall allow the agency or its représentatives ready access at ail reasonabie times to ail parts of the premises 
for the purposes of inspection or sampiing or in the performance of any of their duties. The agency shall hâve the right to set up 
on the user's property such devices as are necessary to conduct sampiing or metering opérations. Where a user has security 
measures in force which would require proper identification and ciearance before entry into their premises, the user shall make 
necessary arrangements with their security guards so that upon présentation of suitable identification, personnel from the agency 
will be permitted to enter without deiay for the purposes of performing their spécifie responsibiiities. 

(e) Protection from accidentai discharge. Each user shall provide protection from accidentai discharge or prohibited materials 
or other wastes regulated by this ordinance. Such faciiities shall be provided and maintained at the user's expense. Detailed pians 
showing faciiities and operating procédures to provide this protection shall be submitted to the agency for review, and shall be 
acceptable to the agency before construction of the facility. 

The review of such plans and operating procédures will no way relieve the user from the responsibiiity of modifying the 
facility as necessary to pro\'ide the proteaion necessary to meet the requirements of this section. 

(f) Confldential information. Ail information and data on a user obtained from reports, questionnaires, permit application, 
permits and monitoring programs and from inspections shall be availabie to the public or other governmentaJ agency without 
restriction unless the user specifïcaJly requests and is abie to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the agency that the release of such 
information would divulge information, processes or methods which would be detrimental to the user's compétitive position. 

When requested by the penion furnishing a report, the portions of a report which might disclose trade secrets or secret 
processes shall not be made availabie for inspection by the public, but shall be made availabie to governmental agencies for use in 
making studies; provided, however, that such portions of a report shall be availabie for use by the state or any state agency in a 
judiciai review or enforcement pro:eedings involving the person furnishing the report. Wastewater constituents and characteris- 
îics will not be recognized as confidential information. 

Information accepted by the agency as confidential, shaU not be transmitted to any governmental agency or to the gênerai 
public by the agenc>' until and unie* s prior and adéquate notification is given to the user. (Ord. No. 1917 §1.) 

(g) Spécial agreements. Spécial agreements and arrangements between the agency and any persons or agencies may be estab- 
lished when in the opinion of the agency's goveming board unusuai or extraordinary circumstances compel spécial terms and 
conditions. (Ord. No. 1917 §1.) 

Sec. 24-53. Enforcement. 

(a) Accidentai discharges. 

(1) Notification of discharge. Users shall notify the agency himiediately upon accidentally discharging wastes in violation 
of thûs ordinance to enabie countei-measures to be taken by the agency to minimize damage to the conrniunity sewer, treatment 
facility, treatment processes and the receiving waters. 

This notification shall be followed, within 10 days of the date of occurrence, by a detailed wrinen statement describ- 
ing the causes of the accidentai discharge and the measures being taken to prevent future occurrence. 

Such notification will not relieve users of liability for any expense, loss or damage to the sewer System, treatment 
plant, or treatment process, or for any fines imposed on the Agency on accoimt thereof under section 13350 of the Caiifornia 
Water Code or for violations of section 5650 of the Caiifornia Fish and Game Code. 

(2) Notice of employées. In order that employées of users be informée of agency requirements, users shall make availabie 
to their employées copies of this ordinance, together with such other wastewater information and notices which may be furnished 
by the agency from time to time direaed toward more effective water pollution control. A notice shall be furnished and perma- 
nentiy posted on the user's bulletin board advising employées whom to call in case of an accidentai discharge in violation of this 
ordinance. 

(3) Préventive measures. Any direct or indirea connection or entry point for persistent or deieterious wastes to the user's 
piumbing or drainage system should be eiiminated. Where such action is impractical or unreasonabie, the user shail appropriateiy 
label such entry points to wam against discharge of such wastes in violation of this ordinance. 



• 



24-20 



§ 24-53 SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL § 24-54 

(b) Issuance of Cease and Desist Orders- When the agency finds that a disctiarge of wastewaler has taken place, in 
violation of prohibitions of limitations of this ordinance, or the provisions of a wastewaler discharge permit, the manager 
may issue an order to cease and desist, and direct those persons not complying with snch prohibitions, limits, 
requirements, or provisicms, to: 

(1) Coraply forthwith; 

(2) Comply in accordance with a time schedule set forth by the agency; or 

(3) Take ^propriate remédiai or preventive action in the event of a threatened violation. 

(c) Submission of iîme Schedule. When the agency finds that a discharge of wastewaler has been taking place, or 
is threat^iing to take place, in violation of prohibitions or limitations prescribed in this ordinance, or wastewater source 
control requirements, effluent limitations or pretreatment standards, or the provisions of a wastewater discharge permit, 
the agency may require the use to submit for ^jproval, with such modifications as it deems necessaiy, a detailed time 
schedule of spécifie actions which the user shall take in order to prevent or correct a violation of requiremaits. 

(d) Appeals. Any user, permit applicant, or permit holder affected by any décision, action, or détermination, including 
cease and desist orders, made by the manager, inteipreting or implem^ting the provisions of this ordinance or in any 
permit issued herein, may file with the manag^ a written request for reconsidaation within twenty (20) days of such 
décision, action, or détermination, setting forth in détail the facts siqipoiting the user's request for reconsideration. 

If the ruling made by the manager is unsalisÉactory to the person requesting reconsideration, he may within twenty 
(20) days after notification of agency action, file a written appeal to the agency's goveming board. The written 2Ç)peal 
shall be heaid by the board within twenty (20) days firom the date of filing. The agency's goveming board shall make 
a final mlîng on the s^peal within ten (10) days of the close of tfie meeting. The manager's décision, action, or 
détermination shall remain in efîect during such period of reconsideration. (Ord. No. 1917 § 1.) 

Sec. 24-54. Abatement. 

(a) Public Nuisance. Discharges of wastewater in any manner in violation of this ordinance or of any OTder issued 
by the manager as autiiorized by this ordinance, is hereby declared a public nuisance and shall be corrected or abated 
as directed by the mander. Any person creating a public nuisance is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(b) Injunction. Whenever a dischaige of wastewater is in violation of the provisions of this ordinance or otherwise 
causes or threatens to cause a ccmdition of contamination, pollution or nuisance, the agency may pétition the superior 
court for the issuance of a preliminary or permanent injunction, (x both, as may be appropriate in restraining the 
continuance of such discharge. 

(c) Damage toFacilities. When a discharge ofindustrial wastes causes an obstruction, damage, oranyotherimpairment 
to agency facilities, the agency shall assess a charge against the user for the work required to clean or repair the facUity 
and add such charge to the useras charges and fées. 

(d) Civil Penalties. Any person who violâtes any provision of this ordinance or permit condition or who discharges 
wastewaler which causes pollution, or who violâtes any cease and desist order, prohibition, effluent limitation, national 
standard of performance, pretreatment or toxicity standard shall be liable civilly to a penalty not to exceed six thousand 
dollars ($6,000.00) for each day in which such violation occurs. The attomey of the agency, upon order of the agency's 
goveming board, shall pétition the superior court to impose, assess and lecover such sums. 

(e) Falsifying of Information. Any person who knowingly makes any false statwnents, représentation, record, report, 
plan or other document filed with the agency, or who falsifies, tampers with, or knowingly renders inaccurate any 
monitoring device or method required under this ordinance, shall be punished by a fine of not more than ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000.00) or by imprisonment in tfie county jail for not more than six (6) months, or by both. The atKjmey 
of the agency, upon order of the agency's goveming board, shall pétition the superior court to impose, assess and recover 
such sums. 

(f) Termination of Service. The agency may revoke any wastewater discharge permit, or terminate or cause to be 
terminated, wastewater service to any premise if a violation of any provision of this ordinance is found to exist or if 
a discharge of wastewater causes or threatens to cause a condition of contamination, pollution, or nuisance as defined 
in this Cffdinance. This provision is in addition to other statutes, rules, or regulations, authorizing termination of service 
for delinquency in payment (Ord. No. 1917 § 1.) 
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Sec. 24-55. Construction of sewers and sewer connections. 

(a) No unauthonzed pason shall uncover, malœ any connection with or opening into, use, alter or distuit) any public 
sewer or appnrtenances tha-eof without fîrst obtaining a written permit firom the Manager. 

(b) AU construction of public sanitary sewers, of sewers to become public sanitary sewers or of latéral service 
connection sewers shall conf orm to the design ciiteria, the standard plans and spécifications and the inspection and testing 
for sanitary sewers in accordance wiûi current agency standards. (Ord. No. 1917 § 1.) 

Article V. Vesting Certificates. 

Sec. 24-56. General provisions. 

l^n s^lication by the owner of record, and upon payment of such fées as set by resolution of the board of 
supervisors, the diiector of permit and resonrce maniement dqiartment ("director") shall leview the application and 
may issue a transfinable certificate vesting certain rights to ran with the land subject to the conditions listed below. 

The issuance of a vesting certifîcate is solely a right to constiuct a septic System and its issuance does not obligate 
any other department to issue a permit The puipose of this article is to protect the certifîcate holder from subséquent 
changes in tiie law, thereby providing some degiee of certainty for a limited period of time. 

(a) Term of Vested Right to Construct System. Upon the director's approval of a private sewage design, a vesting 
certificats iq>holding the design shall be issued and remain void for a penod of three years from the date the certificate 
is issued, or until the System is constructed, whichever is sooner, The certificaie shall be valid only for the approved 
site, deâgnated System type, and stated capacity. 

(b) Tarn of Vested Right to Obtain Building Permit A vesting certificate for a constructed System shall guaiantee 
well and septic section of permit and resouice dq}artment clearance of the subject parcel for issuance of a building 
construction permit for a term of two (2) years from date of final ^proval of the constructed System. 

(c) Prohibition of Expérimental and Innovative Systems. No site shall be vested for a System currently classified by 
the department's innovative Systems régulations as expérimental or innovative. Only sites suited for Systems classified 
as alternative or standard may be vested. 

(d) Recording. The permit and resource management dq)artment shaD provide a certified copy of tiie vesting certificate 
to the property ownsr so that the propaty owner may record the document if desired. 

(e) Prohibition of Systems Requiring Waste Discharge Requirements. No site shall be vested if the proposed sq^tic 
System installation would require waste discharge requirements from the Régional Water Quality Control Board unless 
discharge requirements are spedfically waived in writing by the Régional Board. 

(Ord. No. 5004 § 1, 1997: Ord. No. 4906 § 5 (D), 1995: Ord. No. 4629 § 1, 1993.) 

Sec. 24-57. Revocation of vesting certifîcate. 

The certificate may be revoked by written notice from the director explaining the reason(s) for revocation upon 
détermination that 

(a) The application for tiie certificate or its issuance was based upon erroneous or false data; 

(b) Excavation, grading or compaction of soils has occurred which affect the soil depth, ground slopes or soil 
percolation rate, whether on the subject or adjoining parcels; 

(c) Construction or altération of wells, water impoundments, water channels, roads, cutbacks or fiUs has occurred 
within sedjacks that were established by mies in effect as of the date of the original certificate, whether on the subject 
or adjoining parcels; or 

(d) It is necessary, based on the discrétion of the director, to protect the health and safety of the peopie of Sonoma 
County, and/or is necessary to prevent a significant adverse impact on the enviionment 

(e) Tliere has been an adoption of an area wide prohibition of waste discharge or adoption of a prohibition of spécifie 
types of discharges by the Régional Water Quality Control Board. (Ord. No. 5004 § 1, 1997: Ord. No. 4629 § 1, 1993.) 
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Sec. 24-58. Procédure to appeal revocation. 

(a) The owner may ^peal the révocation of a certificate by setting forth the reason(s) in writing, why such revocation 
is unjost The sppeal must be submitted to and received by the fîeld opérations manager of permit and resource 
management éspaitment within fïfteen (15) days from the notice of révocation. 

(b) The field operaticms manager of permit and resource management shall respond, in writing, within fifteen (15) 
days after receipt of the qjpeal, either by upholding the révocation or granting the appeal. 

(c) If the fîeld opérations manager of pennit and resources management department upholds the revocation, then the 
owner may ^jpeal to the director of permit and resouice management department, pursuant to the procédures set forth 
in subsections (a) and (b) of fliis section. The decisiOT of the director of permit and resources management department 
shall be final, subject to the provision of Califomia Code of Civil Procédure Section 1094.5. 

(Ord. No. 5004 § 1, 1997: Ord. No. 4906 § 5 (E), 1995: Ord. No. 4629 § 1, 1993.) 
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SUBDIVISIONS 
CHAPTER 25 

subdivisions' 

Article I. General Provisions. 

§ 25-1 Purposes ofchapter. 

§ 25-2 Définitions. 

§ 25-3 Parcels sixty (60) acres or more — No final map required. 

§ 25-4 Fées. 

§ 25-4. 1 Concurrent processing of related applications. 

§ 25-5 Project review and advisory committee — Composition quorum. 

§ 25-6 Project review and advisory committee — Powers and duties. 

§ 25-7 Director of permit and resource management department — Duties. 

§ 25-8 Parcel map required. 

§ 25-9 Exceptions to parcel map requirements. 

§25-10 Applicability of Article 11. 

§25-11 Applicability of Articles 111, IV, V and VI. 

§ 25- 11.5 Reconfiguration of existing parcels. 

§ 25-12 Compliance with chapter in issuance of permits. 

§ 25-12.1 Tolling of development timelines. 

§ 25-12.75 Compliance with right to farm ordinance. 

§ 25-13 Voidability of conveyances and abatement of violations. 

§ 25-13.1 Indemnification of county. 

§25-13.4 Original jurisdiction. 

§ 25-13.5 Appeals in gênerai. 

§ 25-13.6 Direct review. 

§ 25-13.7 Simultaneous appeal and direct review. 

§ 25-13.8 Correction and modification of a recorded subdivision map. 

§25-13.9 Voluntary merger. 

§25-13.10 Open space easement. 

§ 25-13. 1 1 Merger of parcels. 

§ 25-13.12 Certificate of compliance. 

§25-13.13 Repealed. 

§ 25-13. 14 Supplemental map sheet and supplemental document. 

§ 25- 13.15 Reversions to acreage. 

Article II. Parcel Map Procédures. 

§25-14 Filing of application. 

§ 25-15 Tentative parcel map generally. 

§ 25- 1 6 Project Review and Advisory Committee. 

§ 25- 1 7 Standards for approval. 

§ 25-18 Committee's décision final — Appeals to planning commission. 

§ 25-19 Commission's décision final — Appeals to board of supervisors. 

§ 25-20 Reserved. 

§ 25-2 1 When hearings required. 



For Subdivision Map Act, see Gov. Code § 66410 et seq. 

As to building régulations, see Ch. 7. As to compliance with subdivision and zoning régulations prerequisite to issuance of building pemiits, etc., see § 
7-6. As to fées to be paid as condition to subdivision, etc., of land under Copeland Creek drainage plan, see §§ 1 1-20 to 1 1 -22. 
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§ 25-22 Notice required. 

§ 25-23 Recordation of parcel map. 

§ 25-23 B Extension of time — Parcel map. 

§ 25-23. 1 Further grounds for extension. 

§ 25-24 Parcel map monumentation requirements. 

§ 25-25 Parcel map checking procédures. 

§ 25-26 Criteria and goals for approval of minor subdivisions. [Expired.] 

§ 25-27 Reserved. 

Article III. Tentative and Final Map Procédures. 

§25-28 Filing of application. 

§ 25-29 Contents. 

§ 25-30 Information to be contained in statement accompanying map. 

§ 25-3 1 Statement as to soi! condition. 

§ 25-32 Preliminary soil report. 

§ 25-33 Soil investigation generally. 

§ 25-34 Approval of soil investigation report. 

§25-35 Distribution of copies. 

§ 25-36 Actions on tentative map — Planning department. 

§ 25-37 Tentative map review. 

§ 25-38 Same — Planning commission. 

§ 25-39 Same — County surveyor. 

§ 25-39.5 Appeals. 

Article IIIA. Vesting Tentative Maps. 

§25-39.6(a) Purpose. 

§ 25-39.6(b) Définitions. 

§ 25-39. 6(c) Application. 

§ 25-39.6(d) Consistency. 

§ 25-39. 6(e) Filing and processing. 

§25-39.6(f) Fées. 

§ 25-39. 6(g) Expiration. 

§ 25-39. 6(h) Development rights — Vesting on approval of vesting tentative maps. 

§ 25-39.6(1) Miscellaneous provisions. 

§ 25-39. 6(j) Applications inconsistent with current policies. 

§ 25-39.6(k) Effective date. 

Article IIIB. Mobile Home Park Conversions to Résident Ownership. 

§ 25-39.7(a) Applicability. 

§ 25-39. 7(b) Application Materials Required. 

§ 25-39. 7(c) Criteria for Approval of Conversion Application. 

§ 25-39.7(d) Tenant Notification 

Article IV. Design Standards Generally. 

§ 25-40 Streets and highways. 

§25-41 Blocks. 

§ 25-42 Lots. 

§ 25-43 Optional design and improvement standards. 
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§ 25-44 General requirements. 
§ 25-45 Reserved. 

Article V. Final Map. 

§ 25-46 Préparation. 

§ 25-47 Form. 

§ 25-48 Title and description. 

§ 25-49 Dimensions, bearings and curve data. 

§ 25-49.5 Monuments. 

§ 25-50 Contents generally. 

§ 25-5 1 Certificates to appear on final map. 

§ 25-52 Data to accompany final map. 

§ 25-53 Filing. 

§ 25-54 Dedication of land — Actions by board of supervisors. 

§ 25-55 Repealed. 

Article VI. Public Improvements. 

§ 25-56 Generally. 

§ 25-57 Standards for construction. 

§ 25-58 Park land dedication. 

§ 25-58. 1 Park land dedication (Larkfield-Wikiup). 

§ 25-59 Reserved. 

Article VII. Improvement Agreements. 

§ 25-60 Improvement agreements. 

§ 25-61 Extension of improvement agreements. 

§ 25-62 Improvement security required. 

§ 25-63 Amount of security. 

§ 25-64 Warranty security. 

§ 25-65 Monument security. 

§ 25-66 Release of improvement securities. 

§ 25-67 Délégation. 

§ 25-70 Définition of lot line adjustment. 

§ 25-70.2 Environment review of boundary relocations. 

§ 25-70.3 Lot line adjustment application requirements. 

§ 25-70.4 Processing lot line adjustments. 

§ 25-70.5 Lot line adjustment approval criteria. 

§ 25-70.6 Authority to condition lot line adjustments. 

§ 25-70.7 Completion of lot line adjustments. 

Article I. General Provisions. 
Sec. 25-1 . Purposes of chapter. 

This chapter may be cited as the subdivision code of Sonoma County. This chapter is adopted for the purpose of regulat- 
ing the division of land in the unincorporated area of the county pursuant to Article XI, Section 7 of the Califomia Constitu- 
tion and the Subdivision Map Act and to eHminate: 

(a) The création of parcels of inadéquate size and poor design; 
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(b) The création of building sites in areas where topography, flooding or other factors will prevent orderly and bénéficiai 
land development; 

(c) The création of roads of improper width, alignment, grade and improvements; 

(d) Hazards to life or property from sewage effluent or inadéquate drainage; 

(e) The lowering of property values and the loss of opportunity for satisfactory overall development of neighborhoods 
caused by successive, uncontroUed and haphazard land divisions; 

(f) Potential environmental damage whenever feasible and appropriate. (Ord. No. 1 875 § 1 .) 

Sec. 25-2. Définitions. 

The following words shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them, unless the context requires otherwise: 
"Advisory agency" means one of the following: 

(1) For subdivisions for which five (5) or more parcels are proposed to be created, the planning commission; 

(2) For ail subdivisions other than those for which the planning commission is the advisory agency, the project re- 
view and advisory committee. 

"Arboreal value" means mathematical évaluation of the arboreal component of a site for the purposes of establishing a 
plan for tree préservation. 

"Certified arborist" means any person who has current certificate from the International Society of Arboriculture. 

"Damage to a protected tree" means significant injury to the root system or other parts of a tree including buming, appli- 
cation of toxic substances, damaging through contact with equipment or machinery or compacting the soil within the drip 
Une, changing the natural grade, interfering with the normal water requirements of the tree, trenching or excavating within 
the drip line, or removing more than one-third of the live wood. 

"d.b.h. (diameter at breast height)" means trunk diameter measured at four and one-half feet above the ground. For trees 
which are multi-stemmed at this height, measurement includes the circumference of two (2) or more trunks which if com- 
bined are equal to or greater than the minimum size stipulated. 

"Design" means: 

(1) Street alignments, grades and widths; 

(2) Drainage and sanitary facilities and utilities, including alignments and grades thereof; 

(3) Location and size of ail required easements and rights-of-way; 

(4) Fire roads and firebreaks; 

(5) Lot size and configuration; 

(6) Traffic access; 

(7) Grading; 

(8) Land to be dedicated for park or recreational purposes; 

(9) Such other spécifie requirements in the plan and configuration of the entire subdivision as may be necessary or 
convenient to insure conformity to or implementation of the gênerai plan. 

"Development area" is defmed as that area necessary to accommodate the primary building (or dwelling), parking and 
vehicular areas, activity area immediately around the dwelling, and in some instances, the area necessary for the septic tank. 

"Development permif means discretionary permit or approval including, but not limited to; subdivisions, use peniiits, 
précise development plans, lot line adjustments, variances, design review and zoning permits. Ministerial building permits 
not accompanied by any other type of discretionary review or approval are exempt from this définition. 

"Drip line" means the area identified by extending a vertical line from the outermost portion of the limb canopy to the 
ground with its axis parallel to the trunk. 

"Improvement" refers to such street work and utilities to be installed, or agreed to be installed, by the subdivider on the 
land to be used for public or private streets, highways, ways and easements, as are necessary for the gênerai use of the lot 
owners in the subdivision and local neighborhood traffic and drainage needs as a condition précèdent to the approval and 
acceptance of the final map thereof. 

"Improvement" also refers to such other spécifie improvements or types of improvements, the installation of which, either 
by subdivider, by public agencies, by private utilities, by any other entity approved by the local agency or by a combinafion 
thereof, is necessary or convenient to insure the conformity to or implementation of the gênerai plan required by Article 5 
(commencing with Section 65300) of Chapter 3 of Division 1 of this title, or any spécifie plan adopted pursuant to Arficle 8 
(commencing with Section 65450) of Chapter 3 of Division 1 of this title. 
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"Lot Une adjustment" is defined as a minor realignment of boundary lines between two (2) or more existing légal parcels, 
where the land taken from one (1 ) parcel is added to an adjacent parcel. 

"Lower level décision maker" means the planning director, the project review and advisory committee, or the planning 
commission, as appropriate. 

"Mobile home park conversion to résident ownership" means the conversion of a mobile home park composed of rental 
spaces to a condominium or common interest development, as described in and/or regulated by Government Code Sections 
66427.5 and/or 66428.1. 

"Mobile home park closure," "conversion" or "change of use" means changing the use of a mobile home park such that it 
no longer contains occupied mobile or manufactured homes, as described in and regulated by Government Code Section 
66427.4. 

"Protected perimeter" means the tree dripline. 

"Protected tree" means Big Leaf Maple Acer macrophyllum, Black Oak Quercus Kelloggii, Blue Oak Querciis Douglassi, 
Coast Live Oak Quercus agrijblia, Interior Live Oak Quercus Wislizenii, Madrone Arbutus Menziesii, Oracle Oak Quercus 
morehus, Oregon Oak Quercus Garryana, Redwood Séquoia sempervirens, Valley Oak Quercus lohata, Califomia Bay 
Umhellularia Califomia, and their hybrids. 

"Protected tree of spécial significance" means Quercus lobata Valley Oak. 

"Subdivider" means a person, firm, corporation, partnership or association who proposes to divide, divides or causes to be 
divided real property into a subdivision for himself or for others. 

"Subdivision" means the division of any improved or unimproved land, shown on the latest equalized county assessment 
roU as a unit or as contiguous units, for the purpose of sale, lease, financing, conveyance, transfer or any other purpose, 
whether immédiate or fliture. Property shall be considered as contiguous units, even if it is separated by roads, streets, utility 
easement or railroad rights-of-way. Subdivision includes a condominium project or common interest development, as de- 
fmed in Section 1351 of the Civil Code or a communityapartment project, asdefmedin Section 11004 ofthe Business and 
Professions Code. Any conveyance of land to a govemmental agency, public entity or public utility shall not be considered a 
division of land for purposes of Computing the number of parcels. 

"Tree" means a healthy, living, large woody plant which ordinarily has a central trunk and at maturity exceeds a height of 
fourteen feet (14'). (Ord. No. 5725 § 3, 2007; Ord. No. 5537 § l(a), 2004; Ord. No. 4399 § 1, 1991: Ord. No. 4014, 1989; 
Ord.No. 3624; Ord. No. 2510 § 1; Ord. No. 2217 § 1; Ord. No. 1875 § 1.) 

Sec. 25-3. Parcels sixty (60) acres or more — No final map required. 

No tentative or final map shall be required for any subdivision creating five or more parcels where each parcel created by 
the division has a gross area of sixty (60) acres or more. A tentative parcel map and a parcel map shall be required as set 
forth by Section 66426 ofthe Subdivision Map Act. (Ord. No. 1875 § 1.) 

Sec. 25-4. Fées. 

(a) Every person requesting a subdivision shall pay a processing fee prescribed by ordinance ofthe board of supervisors. 

(b) Fées for ail certificates of compliance, administrative and conditional, shall be computed on an hourly basis, to reflect 
the actual cost of salary and overhead for staff time spent researching the title documents accompanying the application. At 
the time of filing the application, the planning department shall collect a deposit, pursuant to the application fee schedule, to 
be applied toward the eventual amount of fee. The payment ofthe entire fee shall be made prior to the issuance ofthe certifi- 
cate of compliance. No certificate shall be issued unless such fee is paid or is waived by the board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 
5404 § 2, 2003; Ord. No. 3619, 1986.) 



Sec. 25-4.1. Concurrent processing of related applications. 



Where a development requires multiple approvals from différent décision making bodies authorized to act under this 
chapter and Chapter 26 or 26C ofthe Sonoma County Code, notwithstanding anything else contained in this chapter and 
Chapter 26 or 26C to the contrary, the following administrative rules shall be applied to achieve concurrent processing of 
related applications: 
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(a) The Sonoma County planning commission or the Sonoma County board of siipervisors shall take original jurisdiction 
over any application filed pursuant to this chapter, where such application is being processed with a related application re- 
quiring the approval of the planning commission or board of supervisors; provided, however, that the board of supervisors 
shall not take original jurisdiction if either application, by statiite, requires a planning commission recommendation prior to 
board action. 

(b) In those cases where an application made pursuant to this chapter is accompanied by an application for a rezoning, 
spécifie plan amendment, or gênerai plan amendment, the Sonoma County planning commission shall, at the time it makes 
its recommendation to the board of supervisors in connection with such rezoning or plan amendment application, make a 
recommendation to the board on ail related applications, and the board of supervisors shall be the décision making body for 
ail such related applications. 

(c) Applications for extensions or modifications of development projects originally approved pursuant to this section 
may be acted upon by any décision making body which would otherwise hâve jurisdictixan over the type of extension or 
modification which is sought. (Ord. No. 3753.) 

Sec. 25-5. Project review and advîsory committee — Composition, quorum. 

The Project review and advisory committee shall hâve seven (7) voting members who shall be appointed by the director 
of permit and resource management department and shall consist of staff with expertise in environmental health, flood con- 
trol engineering, road constmction requirements, sewer and water engineering, planning, surveying and agriculture. A quo- 
mm shall consist of four (4) members. 

Provided, however, that the project review and advisory committee shall consist of the director of permit and resource 
management department alone for each of the following types of subdivision: 

Subdivisions proposing to subdivide land into four (4) or fewer parcels ail of which hâve been shown as separate asses- 
sor's parcels on any of the latest equalized county assessment roUs since 1 967. (Ord. No. 4906 § 6 (A), 1 995: Ord. Nos. 2072 
§ 1, 2217 §2, 2505 § 1.) 

Sec. 25-6. Project revievv and advisory committee — Powers and duties. 

The Project review and advisory committee shall hâve the following powers and duties: 

(a) To review in a technical capacity ail subdivisions for which the committee is not the advisory agency; 

(b) To approve, disapprove, or conditionally approve ail subdivisions for which the committee is the advisory agency; 

(c) To consider and coordinate recommendations on ail matters which may hereby be assigned to it by the planning 
cominission or the board of supervisors and to establish rules of procédure and elect officers to carry on its business; 

(d) To issue and record certificates of compliance pursuant to Section 66499.35 of the Subdivision Map Act and to issue 
and record notices of violation pursuant to Section 66499.36 of the Subdivision Map Act; 

(e) To approve lot line adjustments between two or more adjacent parcels pursuant to Government Code Section 66412; 

(f) To reduce, alter, or add to the development standards listed below. Any such changes shall be accompanied by a writ- 
ten statement justifying the change. The standards of development or the décision to change a standard may be appealed con- 
sistent with Section 25-18. (Ord. No. 2177 § 1; Ord. No. 1875 § 1; Ord. No. 2510 § 2.) 

Sec. 25-7. Director of permit and resource management department — Duties. 

The director of permit and resource management department shall be responsible for processing subdivision applications, 
for notifying and furnishing infomiation to affected persons, departments, and agencies, for presenting material and data to 
the advisory agencies and board of supervisors where requested, for making recommendations relative to the design of sub- 
divisions, and for taking any action that is allowed or required by law to insure compliance with the provisions of this chap- 
ter. (Ord. No. 4906 § 6 (B), 1995; Ord. No. 1875 § I.) 

Sec. 25-8. Parcel map required. 

Except as provided in Section 25-9, each subdivider shall file and record a parcel map for any subdivision. (Ord. No. 

1875 § 1.) 
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Sec. 25-9. Exceptions to parcel map requirements. 

A parcel map need not be filed or recorded for any subdivision in any of the following cases: 

(a) When a tentative and final map are required by the Subdivision Map Act of this chapter; 

(b) When the subdivision is created by short-term leases (terminable by either party on not more than thirty (30) days' 
notice in writing) of a portion of an operating right-of-way of a railroad corporation defined as such by Section 230 of the 
Public UtiHties Code, provided, however, that upon a showing made to the project review and advisory committee based 
upon substantial évidence, that public policy nécessitâtes such a map, this exception shall not apply; 

(c) When the project review and advisory committee, in a case where Section 66428 of the Subdivision Map Act author- 
izes, waives the parcel map. Prior to waiving the parcel map, the project review and advisory committee shall niake written 
findings that the proposed division of land complies with requirements as to area, improvement and design, flood water 
drainage control, appropriate improved public roads, sanitary disposai facilities, water supply availability, environmental 
protection, and other requirements of the Subdivision Map Act of this chapter; 
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(d) When the subdivision is a subdivision described in Section 66412 ofthe Subdivision Map Act. (Ord. No. 2217 § 5; 
Ord. No. 1875 § 1.) 

Sec. 25-10. Applicability of Article II. 

The provisions of Article 11 shall apply only to subdivisions for which a parce! map is required by the Subdivision Map 
Act or this chapter. To that end, the term "subdivision" as used in Article II shall mean "'subdivision for which a parcel map 
is required" unless the context requires otherwise. (Ord. No. 1 875 § 1 .) 

Sec. 25-1 1 . Applicability of Articles III, IV, V and VI. 

The provisions of Articles III, IV, V and VI of this chapter shall apply only to subdivisions for which a tentative and final 
map are required by the Subdivision Map Act of this chapter. To that end, the term "subdivision" as used in Articles III, IV, 
V and VI of this chapter shall mean "subdivision for which a tentative and final map are required," unless the context re- 
quires otherwise. (Ord. No. 1875 § 1.) 

Sec. 25-11.5. Reconfiguration of existing parcels. 

(a) Parcel reconfiguration is a request to relocate property boundaries which does not create additional parcels but seeks 
only to reconfigure existing parcels or lots into the same or a lesser number of lots and where the résultant parcel reconfigu- 
rations shall be processed in accordance with the criteria and procédures established in this chapter for minor subdivision 
with the following exceptions: 

(1 ) If compliance with minimum lot size, density, and lot design standards is not feasible, the hearing body may ap- 
prove a parcel configuration which improves the overall code consistency ofthe parcels; 

(2) The hearing body shall hâve the discrétion to waive improvement, dedication, fee and map requirements to 
achieve an appropriate degree of conditioning. 

(b) Existing parcels shall be considered merged and resubdivided into a new configuration when the conditions of ap- 
proval are substantially complied with. (Ord. No. 4399 § 4, 1991.) 

Sec. 25-12. Compliance with chapter in issuance of permits. 

Compliance with this chapter is a condition précèdent to the issuance of a building permit, zoning permit, use permit, 
variance permit or any other land use approval by any person authorized to issue such permits or authorizations in the unin- 
corporated territory ofthe county. Issuance of such permits or authorizations without prior compliance with this chapter shall 
render them void. Upon the discovery ofthe issuance of such pennit without compliance herewith, it shall be the duty ofthe 
building officiai and planning director to nofify the persons to whom such permit was Issued ofthe requirements of this 
chapter and to demand ail building and construction work to cease immediately until this chapter has been complied with. 
(Ord. No. 1875 § 1.) 

Sec. 25-12.1. Tolling of development timelines. 

The period of time during which any tentative map, tentative parcel map or any extension thereof would normally be ef- 
fective may be tolled pursuant to the provisions of this section. Requests for the tolling of a fime limitation may be made 
where a lawsuit is brought in a court of compétent jurisdicfion involving the approval or conditional approval of a tentafive 
map, parcel map or an extension of any such map. The following shall apply to requests for a stay: 

(a) A stay may not be granted unfil the county is served with the initial pétition or complaint. If the county is not a party 
to the lifigation, the county must be served with a courtesy copy ofthe inifial pleading; 

(b) Any request for a stay may not be granted for a period in excess of either five (5) years or that period during which 
the litigafion is pending, whichever is shorter; 

(c) Requests for a stay will be acted upon within forty (40) days; 

(d) A request for a stay of two (2) years or less will be automatically approved by the planning director, unless the litiga- 
tion is collusive; 
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(e) A request for a stay of more than two (2) years is discretionary and will be acted upon by the advisory body initially 
approving the map or extension and shall be subject to appeai in the same fashion as would the map or extension; 

(f) If granted, the effective life of the subdivision map shall be extended for the period of the stay. (Ord. No. 435 1 § 1 , 
1991.) 

Sec. 25-12.75. Compliance with right to farm ordinance. 

Any subdivision subject to the provisions of this chapter shall comply with the right to farm ordinance set forth in Chapter 
30 of this code. (Ord. No. 5203 § 2, 1999.) 

Sec. 25-1 3. Voidability of conveyances and abatement of violations. 

Any conveyance or contract to convey or other act made contrary to the provisions of this chapter is voidable to the extent 
and in the same manner provided by Sections 66499.30 to 66499.36, inclusive, of the Subdivision Map Act. Any violation of 
this chapter is a public nuisance, and in addition to any penalties provided in this code, such violation may be abated by ap- 
propriate action of the district attomey or the county counsel. (Ord. No. 1 875 § 1 .) 

Sec. 26-13.1. Indemnification of county. 

(a) At the time of submitting an application for a discretionary approval which is the subject of this chapter, the applicant 
shall agrée, as part of the application, to défend, indemnify, and hold hannless the county and its agents, officers, attomeys 
and employées from any daim, action or proceeding brought against the county or its agents, officers, attomeys or employ- 
ées to attack, set aside, void, or annul an approval of the county, its advisory agencies, appeai boards or board of supervisors, 
which action is brought within the applicable statute of limitations set forth in the Subdivision Map Act. The indemnification 
shall include damages awarded against the county, if any, costs of suit, attomey fées and other costs and expenses incurred in 
connection with such action. 

(b) In the event that a ciaim, action or proceeding discussed in subsection (a) is brought, the county shall promptly notify 
the applicant of the existence of the claim, action or proceeding and will cooperate fiilly in the défense of such daim, action 
or proceeding. Nothing set forth in this section shall prohibit the county from participating in the défense of any claim, action 
or proceeding if the county elects to bear its own attomey fées and costs and défends the action in good faith. (Ord. No. 
3846.) 

Sec. 25-13.4. Original jurisdiction. 

This section provides the procédures for the board of supervisors, upon its own initiative, to exercise original jurisdiction 
over applications filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(a) Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. Any member of the board of supervisors may request the board to exercise 
original jurisdiction over any application filed pursuant to this chapter, except in cases where state law requires a recommen- 
dation of the planning commission prior to action by the board on the matter. 

(b) Timing and Form of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction shall be 
made orally at a board of supervisors meeting, or filed in writing with the clerk of the board, prior to any décision by a lower 
level décision maker approving or denying the subject application. A request to exercise original jurisdiction need not state 
the reasons for the request. 

(c) Effect of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction shall stay any proceed- 
ings of lower level décision makers until the board of supervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (d) of this sec- 
tion. 

(d) Considerafion of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction shall be consid- 
ered by the board of supervisors at a public meeting. Notice of the meeting shall be given, and the meeting shall be con- 
ducted, in compliance with applicable law. 

( 1 ) If the board of supervisors approves the request to exercise original jurisdiction, the board shall assume jurisdic- 
tion over the matter and take action in compliance with subsection (e) of this section. 
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(2) If the board of supervisors dénies the request to exercise original jurisdiction, the appropriate lower level déci- 
sion maker shall résume jurisdiction over the matter and take action in compliance with applicable law. 

(e) Hearingand Décision. Any matter that isthe subjectof original jurisdiction shall be heard and decided by the board 
of supervisors at a public hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be given, and the hearing shall be conducted, in compliance 
with applicable law. The board may approve, conditionally approve, or deny the subject application. 

(f) Participation by Initiator of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. Any member of the board of supervisors who 
initiâtes a request to exercise original jurisdiction shall hâve full participation rights in determining whether to approve the 
request and, if the request is approved, in hearing and deciding upon the matter, including the right to vote, unless actual bias 
or préjudice is otherwise shown. (Ord. No. 5537 § l(b), 2004.) 

Sec. 25-13.5. Appeals in gênerai. 

(a) In addition to those person(s) otherwise entitled by this chapter to appeal subdivision décisions, any interested person 
shall hâve the right of appeal to the extent set forth by Government Code Section 66474.7. When the committee is the advi- 
sory agency, appeals shall first be heard by the planning commission, and then, if further appeal is made, by the board of 
supervisors. When the planning commission is the advisory agency, appeals shall be heard by the board of supervisors. 

(b) Any interested person may appeal any administrative detennination made by the planning director or his désignée 
pursuant to this chapter. Appeals of administrative déterminations shall first be heard by the planning commission and then, 
if further appeal is made, by the board of supervisors. 

(c) Ail appeals shall be filed in writing with the planning director within ten ( 1 0) days after the décision that is the sub- 
ject ofthe appeal. Ail appeals shall specifically state the basis for the appeal and shall be accompanied by the required filing 
fee. (Ord. No. 5537 § l(c), 2004; Ord. No. 4207, 1990.) 

Sec. 25-13.6. Direct review. 

This section provides the procédures for the board of supervisors, upon its own initiative, to review the décisions of lower 
level décision makers on applications filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(a) Request for Direct Review. Any member ofthe board of supervisors may request the board to review a décision of a 
Jower level décision maker approving or denying any application filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(b) Timing and Form of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall be made orally at a board of super- 
visors meeting, or filed in writing with the clerk ofthe board, prior to the expiration ofthe appeal period for the décision of 
the lower level décision maker on the subject application. A request for direct review need not state the reasons for the re- 
quest. A request for direct review shall not be deemed to be an allegafion of any flaw in or a pre-judgment ofthe décision of 
the lower level décision maker. 

(c) Effect of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall stay the décision ofthe lower level décision 
maker until the board of supervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (d) of this section and, if applicable, until the 
board of supervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (e) of this section. The stay shall not extend the time for 
fiIing an appeal ofthe décision ofthe lower level décision maker. 

(d) Considerafion of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall be considered by the board of supervi- 
sors at a public meeting. Notice ofthe meeting shall be given, and the meeting shall be conducted, in compliance with appli- 
cable law. 

(1) If the board of supervisors approves the request for direct review, the board shall assume jurisdiction over the 
matter and take action in compliance with subsection (e) of this secfion. 

(2) If the board of supervisors dénies the request for direct review, the décision ofthe lower level décision maker 
shall stand unless an appeal ofthe décision was timely filed. 

(e) Hearing and Décision. Any matter that is the subject of direct review shall be heard and decided by the board of su- 
pervisors at a public hearing. Notice ofthe hearing shall be given, and the hearing shall be conducted, in compliance with 
applicable law. The hearing shall be de novo. The board may affirm, wholly or partly, modity, or reverse the décision ofthe 
lower level décision maker on the subject applicafion. 

(f) Participation by Initiator of Request for Direct Review. Any member ofthe board of supervisors who inifiates a re- 
quest for direct review shall hâve full participation rights in determining whether to approve the request and, if the request is 
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approved, in hearing and deciding upon the matter, including the right to vote, unless actual bias or préjudice is otherwise 
shown. (Ord. No. 5537 § l(d), 2004.) 

Sec. 25-13.7. Simultaneous appeal and direct review. 

When a décision by a lower level décision maker is both appealed and jurisdiction is taken by the board of supervisors 
through direct review, both the appeal and the direct review shall be heard and considered concurrently. (Ord. No. 5537 
§ l(e), 2004.) 

Sec. 25-13.8. Correction and modification of a recorded subdivision map. 

(a) A recorded final or parcel map inay be amended to correct technical errors or omissions as set forth in Government 
Code Section 66469. 

(b) Upon application in writing, minor modifications regarding notes, conditions, etc., on a recorded final or parcel map 
may be made in accordance with the requirements of Section 66472.1 by the advisory agency having jurisdiction over the 
original subdivision approval, if, after public hearing, the advisory agency makes the following findings: 

( 1 ) That there are changes in circumstances which make any or ail of the conditions of such map no longer appropri- 
ate or necessary; and 

(2) That the modifications do not impose any additional burden on the présent fee owner of the property; and 

(3) That the modifications do not alter any right, title or interest in the real property reflects on the recorded map; 
and 

(4) That the map as modified conforms to ail the provisions of the Subdivision Map Act and local implementing 
ordinances. 

The hearing shall be confined to considération of and action on the proposed modification. 

The amended map or certificate of modification shall be accorapanied by proof of ownership and documentation listing 
those with a record title interest in the property. (Ord. No. 3068 § I.) 

Sec. 25-13.9. Voluntary merger. 

(a) Subject to the limitations set forth in subsections (b) and (c), upon request of the légal owner of contiguous parcels, 
the planning director may approve pursuant to Government Code Section 66499.20 3/4, the merger of the parcels without 
revertingto acreage. Any such request shall be in writing signed by ail owners and accompanied by an executed assessor's 
combining agreement,' and such other data, documents or maps as may be required by the planning director to illustrate or 
legally describe the proposed configuration. In approving the combination of parcels, the planning director may impose rea- 
sonable conditions. Upon approval, a certificate of merger in a form approved by county counsel shall be recorded with the 
county recorder. The fïling of the certificate of merger shall constitute légal merger of the land affected thereby. 

(b) Voluntary mergers of parcels which create additional subdivision potential shall only be approved where the property 
owner consents to a condition which limits the subdivision potential of the property to that which existed prior to the merger. 

(c) The voluntary merger of commonly held parcels which are unbuildable because of size, lack of access or topography 
shall not be approved unless the owner of the parcels either (i) merges ail commonly held contiguous parcels to achieve 
maximum compliance with the underlying zoning in effect as of the date of the application; or (ii) merges commonly held 
contiguous parcels into configurations which are consistent with the underlying zoning in effect as of the date of the applica- 
tion. For purposes of this subsection, "commonly held" parcels shall mean contiguous parcels which are held by the same 
owner on or after July 10, 1990. (Ord. No. 4232 § 1, 1990: Ord. No. 3144 § 1.) 

Sec. 25-13.10. Open space easement. 

The board of supervisors, may require, on appeal or otherwise, and the planning commission and board of zoning adjust- 
ments may recommend, as a condition of approval of a development application, the dedication of an open space easement 
on a portion of the property to be developed. Applications for development shall include applications for major and minor 
subdivisions, as 
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well as those applications set forth in Chapter 26 of the Sonoma County Code. Prior to exacting an open space easement or offer 
of easement pursuant to this section, the Board or Commission shall make one of the findings set forth in paragraphs ( 1 ) through 
(3) below in addition to making the fmding set forth in paragraph (4) and (5). 

(1) The area which is to be the subject of the open space easement is characierized by great natural scenic beauty; or 

(2) The existing openness, natural condition, or présent state of use, if retained, would enhance the présent potentiaj 
value of abutting or surrounding urban development; or 

(3) The existing openness, natural condition, or présent state of use, if retained, would maintain or enhance the conservation 
of natural or scenic resources. 

(4) The imposition of the open space easement bears a reasonable relationship to the public welfare. 

(5) The exaction of the Scenic/Open Space Easement is consistent with the General Plan. 

Open space easements exacted pursuant to this section may, at the discrétion of the Board or Commission include, but not be 
limited to, any of the foUowing: 

(a) A provision that the subject property shall be used only for those purposes which will maintain the existing open and 
scenic character of the property. 

(b) A prohibition on the placing or erecting or causing the placement or érection of any new building, struaure, or vehide 
intended for human occupancy or commercial purposes at the site. 

(c) A prohibition of any act which wiïl materially change the gênerai topography or the natural form of the subject property. 

(d) A prohibition on the division of the subjea property into two or more parcels under separate ownership by saie, gift, lease 
or otherwise except such divisions necessary for public acquisition. 

(e) A réservation of rights to the grantors for ail uses not inconsistent with the restrictions specifically enumerated in paragraphs 
(a) through (d), including the right to prohibit entry thereon by unauthorized persons. 

(f) A réservation of rights to the grantor to deveiop water sources, including springs, and to lay, constnict, repair and replace 
pipes and conduits for the transportation of water or treated effluent. 

(g) A réservation of rights to the grantors to manage the land and its resources in a manner consistent with accepted principles 
of conservation practice. 

(h) A réservation of rights to thé grantors to use and deveiop the subject property from time to time for agricultural purposes, 
including the various agricultural uses allowed in the Al zoning district. 

Open space easements exacted pursuant to this Section shall run with the land and shall continue until such time as the Board 
of Supervisors, at its discrétion, abandons the County 's right to thé easement or, if the easement so provides, the easement expires 
in accordance with its terms. 

Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to limit the authority of the County to exact, as an alternative, open space 
easements in accordance with the provisions of Government Code Section 51070 et seq. (Ord. No. 3606, 1986.) 

Sec. 25-13.11. Merger of Parceis 

Sec. 25-1 3.1 1 (a). Purpose. 

This article is enacted for the purpose of providing administrative procédures for the use of the existing merger ordinance of 
the County of Sonoma (previously Section 26-200 of Sonoma County Code) to bring it into compliance with Section 66451.11 
of the Califomia Govermnent Code. 

Sec. 25-13.11 (b). Définitions. 

When used in this article the following terms shall hâve the following meanings: 

(1) **Contiguous" means touching or adjoining at more than one point. Property shall be considered contiguous even if it is 
separated by roads, streets, utility fées or easements or railroad righis-of-way; 

(2) '*Merger" means the joining of two or more contiguous parcels or units of improved or unimproved land, which are held 
by the same owner or owners, into fewer parcels pursuant to this titie. Parcels or units may include land division or subdivision 
lots, or lots created by deed; 

(3) "Minimum parcel size" means the minimum size to permit development under established zoning, subdivision or other 
County Codes. 
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(4) **Same Owner". Conliguous paicels or uniis of land may be considerèd to be held by the same owner where: 

(1) ihe individuals or entities referenced as graniees on the respective deeds are identical; or 

(2) where the individuals or entities referenced as grantees on the respective deeds would be identical but for the fact 
that such references differ because of spelling inconsistencies, the substitution of an initial for a portion of a name, or the deletion 
of a first. lasi or middle name; or 

(3) where the same individuals or entities would hâve qualified as the same owner under clauses (1) or (2) at one point 
in time and where, at a later point in time, a transfer of one of the parcels or units of land was made without considération; 
provided, however, that bona fida gifts to blood or adopted relatives of the graniee which were reported as gifts pursuant lo 
applicable state and fédéral taxation laws shall not be considered as transfers made without compensation. 

Sec. 25-1 3.11 (c). General. 

Excepi as provided for in this article iwo or more contiguous parcels or units of land shall not merge by virtue of the fact that 
such contiguous parcels are held by the same owner if they were created in one of the following manners: 

(1) Pursuant to the provisions of the State Subdivision Map Act; 

(2) Pursuant to Sonoma County Code, Chapter 25, or prior laws regulating the division of land. 

(3) Or were not subject to provisions of the Subdivision Map Act or Sonoma County Code at the time of their creation. If 
such creation has occurred, no further proceeding under the provisions of ihis title shall be required to permit sale, lease or 
financing of such contiguous parcels or units of land. 

Sec. 25-13.11 (d). Requirements for merger. 

When any one of two or more contiguous paicels or units of land, which came into coininon ownership does not conform to 
the standards for minimum parce! size under Zoning Ordinance, the contiguous parcels shall merge if the requirements set forth 
below are satisfied. For purposes of determinins whether contiguous parcels are held by the same owner, ownership shall be 
determined as of the date that the Notice of Intent to Détermine Status is lecorded pursuant to Section 25-I3.11(f). 

(1) At least one of the affected parcels is undeveloped by any structure for which a building permit was issued or for which 
a building permit was not required ai the time of construction, or is developed only with an accessory structure or accessory 
structures, or is developed with a single structure, other than an accessory structure, that is also partially sited on a contiguous 
parcel or unit of land. 

(2) With respect to any affected parcel, one or more of the following condiuons exist: 

(A) Comprises less than 5,000 square feet in area at the time of the détermination of merger; 

(B) Was not created in compliance with applicable laws and ordinances in effect at the time of its creation; 

(C) Does not meet current standards for sewage dispoisal under Chapter 24 of Sonoma County Code and current standards 
for domestic water supply under Chapter 23B of Sonoma County Code; 

(D) Does not meet slope stability standards of the Uniform Building Code and Sonoma County Building Inspection Depart- 
ment. 

(E) Has no légal access which is adéquate for vehicular and safety equipment access and maneuverability. In determinins 
whether légal access exists, the Planning Director, his désignée or hearing office may consider évidence of prescriptive easeraents. 

(F) Its development would creaie health or safety hazards; 

(G) Is inconsistent with the General Plan, the Local Coastal Plan or any applicable Spécifie Plans, other than minimum 
lot size or densiiy standards. 

(3) Subsection (2) shall not apply and merger may occur if the provisions of subsection (1) apply and if one of the following 
conditions exist: 

(A) On or before July l, 1981, one or more of the contiguous parcels or units of land is enforceably rcstricted open-space 
land pursuant to a contract, agreement, scenic restriction, or open-space easement, as defined and set forth in Secdon 421 of the 
Revenue and Taxation Code. 

(B) On or before July 1, 1981, one or more of the contiguous parcels or units of land is timberland as defined in subdivision 
(f) of Section 51104 of the Government Code, or is land devoted to an agricultural use as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 
51201 of the Government Code. 
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Sec. 25-13.11 (e). Effective date of merger. 

A merger of parcels of unils of land becomes effective on the date the Notice of Merger is filed for record with the recorder 
of the County of Sonoma. A Notice of Merger shall specify the names of the record owner or owners and shall particulariy 
describe the real property that is the subject of the merger. 

Sec. 25-1 3.11 (f). Notice of întent to détermine status. 

Prior to recording a Notice of Merger, the planning director shall cause to be mailed by certified mail to then current record 
owner of the property a Notice of Intention to Détermine Status, notifying the owner that the affected parcels may be merged 
pursuant to standards specified in Chapter 25 and 26 of Sonoma County Code, advising the owner of the opportunity to request 
a hearing on détermination of stams and to present évidence at the hearing that the property does not meet the criteria for merger. 
The notice shall also inform the owner or owners that the planning director or his désignée is authorized to make a détermination 
or merger or non-merger in accordance with Sonoma County Code 25-I3.11(j) based on the information available from county 
records in the event that a request for hearing is not filed within 30 days pursuant to Sonoma County Code 25-13. ll(g). The 
Notice of Intention to Détermine Status shall be filed for record with the reconier of the County of Sonoma on the date that notice 
is mailed to the property owner. 

Sec. 25-13.11(9). Request for hearing. 

At any time within 30 days after recording of the Notice of Intention to Détermine Status, the owner of the affected property 
may file with the planning director a request for a hearing on détermination of status. 

Sec. 25-13.11 (h). Hearing body. 

When a property owner files a request for a hearing on détermination of status pursuant to Section 25- 13. 11 (g), the hearing 
shall be conducted before the planning director or his désignée. Not withstanding anything within Chapter 25 or 26 of Sorioma 
County Code to the contrary, décisions of the planning director or his désignée are not appealable to the Planning Commission. 
Where the planning director détermines that significant poiicy quei^tion are t issue, the planning director may refer the détermination 
of merger to the planning commission for action. Not withstanding anything within Chapter 25 or 26 of Sonoma County Code 
to the contrary, décision of the Planning Commission are not appealable to the Board of Supervisors. 

Sec. 25-13.11 (i). Procédure for hearing. 

Upon receiving a request for a hearing on détermination of status, the planning director shall fix a time, date, and place for a 
hearing to be conducted by the planning commission or the plaraiing director or his désignée as q>plicable, and shall so notify 
the property owner by certified mail. The hearing shall be conducted not more than thirty (30) days following the planning 
director's receipi of the property owner's request for hearing, but may be postponed or continued with the mumal consent of the 
planning director and the property owner. At the hearing, the property owner shall be given the opportunity to present any évidence 
that the affected property does not meet the standards for merger specified in Chapter 25 and 26 of the Sonoma County Code. 
At the conclusion of the hearing, the planning commission or the planning director or his désignée, as applicable, shall make a 
détermination thaï the affected parcels are to be merged or are not to be merged and shall notify the owner of its détermination. 
A détermination of merger shall be recorded within thirty (30) days after conclusion of the hearing as provided for in Section 25- 
13.11(e). 

Sec. 25-13.110)- Détermination when no hearing is requested. 

If within the 30-day period specified 25-13. ll(c), the owner does not file a request for hearing on détermination of status, the 
planning director may at that time or thereafter, make a détermination that the affected parcels are to be merged or are not to be 
merged. A détermination of merger shall be recorded as provided for in Section 25-13.1I(e) no later than 90 days following the 
mailing of notice required by Section 25-13. ll(i). 
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Sec. 25-13.11 (k). Notice of non-merger. ^JP 

If. in accordance with Sections 25-13.11(i), or (j), the planning director, his désignée, or planning commission détermines that 
the subject property shall not be merged, il shall cause to be recorded in the manner specified in -Section 25- 13. 11 (e) a Release 
of the Notice of Intention to Détermine Status, recorded pursuant to Section 25-13. 11 (f), and shall mail a clearance letter to the 
then current owner of record. 

Sec. 25-13.11(1). Parcels for which a Notice of Merger was recorded prior to January 1, 1984. 

To the extent parcels hâve previously merged pursuant tp local ordinance and a Notice of Merger was recorded prior to January 
1, 1984, the merger of such parcels shall remain unaffected by this chapter. 

Sec. 25-13.11 (m). Criteria for unmerger. 

Any parcels or units of land for which a Notice of Merger had not been recorded on or before January l, 1984, shall be deemed 
not to hâve merged if on January 1, 1984: 

(1) The parcel meets each of the foUowing critena: 

(A) Comprises at leasi 5,000 square feet in area: 

(B) Was cieated in compliance with applicable laws and oïdinances in effect at the time of its creation. 

(C) Meets current standards for sewage disposai under Chapter 24 of Sonoma County Code and cuirent standards for 
domestic waier supply under Chapter 23B of Sonoma County Code. 

(D) Meets slope stability density standards set forth by the Uniform Building Code and Sonoma County Building Inspection 
Department. 

(E) Has légal access which is adéquate for véhiculai and safety equipment access and maneuverability. In determining 
whether légal access exists, the Planning Director, his désignée or hearing office may consider évidence of prescriptive easements. 

(F) Development of parcel would create no health or safety hazards. 

(G) The parcel would be consistent with the General Plan, the Local Coastal Plan or any applicable spécifie plan, other 
than a minimum lot size or density standards. 

(2) and, with respect to such parcel, none of the foUowing conditions exist: 

(A) On or before July 1, 1981, one or more of the contiguous parcels or units of land is enforceably restricted open-space 
land pursuant to a contract, agrcement, scenic restrictions, or open-space easement, as defmed and set forth in Section 421 of 
the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

(B) On or before July 1. 1981, one or more of the contiguous parcels or units of land is timberiand as defmed in subdivision 
(f) of Section 51104 of the Government Code, or is land devoted to an agricultuial use as defmed in subdivision (b) of Section 
51201 of the Government Code. 

Sec. 25-1 3.11 (n). Application and détermination of unmerger. 

Upon application made by the owner and payment of any requested fées, the planning commission or planning director or his 
désignée, as applicable, shall make a détermination that the affected parcels hâve merged or, if meeting the criteria of Section 
25-13. 11 (m) are deemed not to hâve merged. As part of an owner initiated application a détermination on parce! status, an owner 
may request a hearing. If a hearing is requested, the plaiming commission or the planning director or his désignée, as applicable, 
shall make the détermination on merger. If no public hearing is requested, the planning director or his désignée shall make the 
détermination on merger. In either event, the planning director or his désignée shall provide thirty (30) days written notice to the 
owner of the affected parcels of the date and place of the hearing or décision on the détermination of merger. A fee to cover the 
actual cost of the application and/or hearing shall be fixed by the Board of Supervisors. 

Sec. 25-13.11(0). Hearing body. 

When a property owner files an application for détermination of merger pursuant to Section 25-13.lI(n), the planning director 
or his désignée shall conduct the hearing. In any eveni, where the planning director or his désignée détermines ihat significant 

(Revised 1990) 25-6.4 



§ 25-13.11(0) SUBDIVISIONS § 25-13.14 

policy questions are at issue, the planning director or his désignée may refer the détermination of merger to the planning 
commission fcx* action. 

Sec. 25-1 3.11 (p). Notification to the owner. 

The owner of the affected parcels shall be notified as follows: 

(1) Upon a request puisuant to Section 25-13.1 l(n) and a detennination that the parcels meet the standards of Section 
25-13.1 l(m), the planning director shaU issue to the owner and record with the county recorder a notice of the status 
of the parcels which shall identify each parcel and déclare that the parcels are unmerged pursuant to this chapter. 

(2) Upon deteimination that the parcels hâve merged and do not meet the criteria specified in Section 25-13.1 l(n), 
the planning director shall issue to the owner and record with the county recorder, a notice of merger as provided in 
Section 25-13.1 l(e). 

Sec. 25-13.12. Certificates of compliance. 

No certifîcate of compliance ^plicalion shall be accepted as complète unless accompanied by the foUowing 
inframation: 

(a) A complète chronological summary document certified by the applicant under penalty of peijury as complète or 
prepared by a title company listing each prop^y transaction frcHn the date of création of the subject parcel to the date 
of application, together with cqpies of each deed; 

(b) A m^ or a set of maps dq)icting the configuration of the parcel at the date of creation and at each transaction 
thereafter to the date of application; 

(c) An index showing the relationship of the parcel to the adjacent property commonly refenned to as a vicinity m^ 
widi adjacent ownership shown; 

(d) A title report showing that the applicant is the owner of tfie parcel or a vendee under a binding contract of sale; 

(e) Proof that the parcel has been previously survreyed or a current survey of the parcel; 

(f) Such other information as aie planning director or his désignée deems necessaiy to process the application; 

(g) The information set forth in subsections (1) through (6) above is necessaiy to enable the coun^ to détermine 
whether the lot has been extinguished by viitué of a subséquent merger, resubdivision, reversion to acreage, partial 
conveyance or partial condemnation. 

(h) A fee prescribed by ordinance pursuant to Section 25-4(B). (Qrd. No. 4232 § 1, 1990.) 

Sec. 25-13.13. Repealed by OnL No. 4399. 

Sec. 25-13.14. Supplementai map sheet and suppiemental document. 

(a) Whenever the advisory agency rcqaires that addidonal survey or map information including, but not limited to, 
building envelopes, building setback lines, flood hazard zones, seismic Unes and setbacks, géologie mapping and 
archaeological sites be shown as a condition of approval of a tentative map or tentative parcel map, the additional 
infcHmation shall be shown on a suppiemental map sheet 

(b) Upon the request of the subdivider and upon a fînding by the advisory committee that the suppiemental information 
desoibed in section (a) does not need to be a mzçped représentation, the advisory committee tnay require a suppiemental 
map document 

(c) The suppiemental map sheet or suppiemental document shall contain a statement that the additional information 
is for informational purposes describing conditions as of the date of fîling and is not intended to affec:t record title 
interest The suppiemental map sheet or suppiemental document may also contain a notation that the information shown 
therein is derived firom public records or reports and does not imply corrcctness or sufficiency of thèse reports by the 
preparer or the suppiemental map sheet 

(d) The su{^lemental map sheet or suppiemental document shall be filed or recorded simuitaneously with the final 
m^ or parcel map. 

(e) Référence to the suppiemental map sheet or document shall appear on the face of the final m^ or parcel map. 
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(f) Unless otiierwise descrïbed by conditions or notes appeaiing on a supplemental m^ sheet, modifications to the 
supplemental map sheets shall be permitted in accordance with the procédures set forth in Section 25-13.8 of the Sonoma 
County Subdivision Ordinance. (OnL No. 3978, 1989.) 

Sec. 25-13.15. Reversions to acreage. 

The county may, upon its own motion or upon the pétition of a property owner or other inteiested party, initîate and 
conclude réversion to acreage pnoceedings pursuant to Govanment Code Sections 66499.1 1 et seq. (Oïd. No. 4476 § 
1, 1991; OnL No. 4232 § 1, 1990.) 
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Article II. Parcel Map Procédures. 

Sec. 25-14. Filing of application. 

Tentative parcel maps shall be filed with the planning director and shall be processed in accordance with the Subdivision 
Map Act and the provisions of this chapter. The subdivider shall file as many copies of the tentative parcel map as may be 
required by the planning director and shall provide such other information as required by the planning director. (Ord. No. 
1875 §2.) 

Sec. 25-15. Tentative parcel map generally. 

The tentative parcel map shall be drawn to scale on a paper not larger than eighteen inches (18") by twenty-six inches 
(26") in dimensions nor smaller than eight inches (8") by eleven inches (11") and shall contain the foUowing information 
graphically shown thereon in a legible manner. 

(a) The boundary Une of the original parcel with the dimensions based on the latest assessor's map or other record data, 
and the name, address and téléphone number of the légal owner and person preparing the map. 

(b) The proposed division Unes with dimensions and with a parcel letter or number designated on each new parcel. 

(c) The location of ail existing surface and subsurface structures and ail septic Systems and wells located on the original 
parcel and adjacent parcels as might affect the design of the parcel being split together with their dimensions. 

(d) The distance from the structures to the boundary lines of the new parcels on which the structures are located. 

(e) The name, location, purposes and width of ail existing interior, abutting and proposed streets and easements. 

(f) Lines indicating the direction of the slope of the land and the approximate percent of grade. (Ord. No. 1 875 § 2.) 
(1 ) Any portion of a site over fifty percent (50%) grade shall not be considered buildable. Development areas and 

roadways proposed on slopes in excess of ten percent (10%) shall require civil engineer prepared grading plans. 

(2) A base map of the site (defined as the project boundaries or gênerai development area) and ail adjoining proper- 
ties within two hundred feet (200') of the site at a scale and contour interval appropriate to clearly ascertain the topographical 
characteristics of the site and showing slope bands in the range of one percent ( 1 %) to ten percent ( 1 0%); ten percent ( 1 0%) 
to flfty percent (50%); fifty percent (50%) and greater, shall be prepared. Said maps shall be prepared by a registered civil 
engineer or licensed land surveyor and method of slope détermination indicated. (Ord. No. 2510 § 3.) 

(g) Location of both natural and artificial water-courses and ponding areas, or areas of periodic inundation on the parcel 
being divided and on adjacent properties which might affect the design of the applicant's proposai. 

(h) North point and scale. 

(i) Such additional infonnation as may be required by the Engineering Advisory Committee. (Ord. No. 1875 § 2.) 

Sec. 25-16. Project Review and Advisory Committee. 

The project review and advisory committee shall, within thirty (30) days after the committee considers the merits of the 
subdivision application, unless such time is extended by agreement with the owner or his agent: 

(a) Approve the subdivision application if, as to each parcel contained within or to remain after the subdivision, the 
committee finds that there is no évidence of conflict with this chapter and specifically the standards set forth in Section 25- 
17; or 

(b) Conditionally approve the subdivision application with conditions that will guarantee conformance with the standards 
set forth in Section 25-17 and the goals of this chapter; or 

(c) Disapprove the subdivision application if the committee finds that the subdivision cannot be conditioned to guarantee 
conformance with this chapter and the standards as set forth in Section 25-17; and 

(d) Report its actions directly to the owner or his authorized agent. (Ord. Nos. 1 875 § 2, 221 7 § 6.) 

Sec. 25-17. Standards for approval. 

The project review and advisory committee shall approve, disapprove, or conditionally approve the subdivision applica- 
tion in accordance with the following standards: 

(a) The information or basis for information shown on the map is complète. 
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(b) The proposed division wouid not constitute a subdivision for which a tentative and final map are required by the 
Subdivision Map Act or this chapter. 

(c) AH parcels and the intended use shall conform to the minimum building site area, allowable lot width, yards and ac- 
cess requirements of the county zoning régulations for the zoning district within which the parcels lie. 

(d) Access to each parcel will be provided by fronting on a county-maintained road or a private road of adéquate right- 
of-way width. When additional right-of-way is necessary it shall be required only from the propeity of the owner. The re- 
quired right-of-way width over the lands owned by the applicant shall be fifty feet (50') uniess in the opinion of the commit- 
tee such width will not be in the public interest presently or in the future. Access is deemed adéquate only if it will allow 
reasonable ingress and egress for emergency vehicles. 

(e) Right-of-way sufficient for the ultimate public facility shall be dedicated where lots front on a county-maintained 
road of insufficient width, or, when the existing right-of-way is not deeded. No land may be required to be dedicated to the 
county from the residual parcel uniess the residual parcel is itselfof ultimate size, and it does not hâve a pennanent structure 
in the proposed right-of-way or a residential structure located within the setback line and doser than ten feet (10'), if a front 
yard, and five feet (5'), if a side yard, to the ultimate road right-of-way. 

(f) (1) Minimum lot size shall be one and one-half acres where individual sewage disposai and water supply Systems are 
necessary, uniess the size and shape of the site and surrounding parcels allow for a lesser lot size. Minimum lot size shall be 
one (1) acre where individual sewage disposai Systems are necessary but water is available from an approved public water 
System. Thèse lot sizes are exclusive of rights-of-way and/or easements. In either case, there shall be sufficient area on the 
parcel to accommodate a private sewage disposai System for a typical three (3) bedroom house plus unencumbered area to 
expand or replace this System by two hundred percent (200%); 

(2) Evidence shall be provided of suitable soil percolation characteristics to meet current criteria of the Sonoma 
County public health service and the basin plan of the appropriate Régional Water Quality Control Board. Some parcels re- 
quire testing during the officiai "wet-weather" season; 

(3) Leachfield areas must be located a minimum of one hundred feet ( 1 00') horizontally from the contour of the ten 
(10) year flood élévation of perennial waterways and fifty feet (50') horizontally from the top of bank of ephemeral water- 
ways or drainage courses; 

(4) Leachfield areas shall be a minimum of one hundred feet (100') from existing or proposed well sites, springs, 
seepage areas, océans, Iakes, or réservoirs. The présence of springs, seepage areas, or shallow water tables may necessitate 
approval of the proposai by a registered geologist or certified engineer geologist; 

(5) On parcels where drainage may adversely affect septic field function, an approval by a registered civil engineer 
and/or provision of drainage easements may be required; 

(6) Leachfields shall be located to avoid areas of land slippage or instability and shall not be placed in areas where 
land slippage or instability could be induced or accelerated by leachfield discharge. In areas designated potentially unstable, 
an analysis by a registered or engineering geologist will be required; 

(7) Additional conditions necessary to supplément those established for the tentative map to ensure compliance with 
sewage disposai régulations prior to filing the final map may be required by the project review and advisory committee; 

(8) Preliminary percolation tesfing and soil profile analysis will be required on major subdivisions prior to filing the 
tentative map in order to detemiine whether the proposed density and lot design are feasible. Reports on at least one ( 1) per- 
colation test hole per lot and one soil profile hole per five (5) lots must be submitted. Soil profile holes may be reduced in 
conformity to a given soil type can be established. Additional testing will be required prior to filing the final map to substan- 
tiate suitable disposai areas; 

(9) Location of leachfields shall not be on slopes of greater than thirty percent (30%). 

(g) ( 1 ) Development and création of impervious surfaces in a natural recharge area shall be subject to soils investigation 
and mitigation of potential recharged réduction. Should adéquate mitigation not be possible, the project shall be denied; 

(2) In order to reduce the off-site peak storm flow generated by projects with a density greater than one ( 1 ) dwelling 
unit per acre, rétention ponds, drainage swales or the use of check dams shall be utilized where deemed necessary by the 
project review and advisory committee based on density, size of site, shape of site, and topography; 

(3) Drainage improvements for runoff from ail roadways and other impervious surfaces shall be engineered to 
minimize érosion through the use of rocked culvert inlets and outfalls, energy reducers, proper locafion of culverts, reseeding 
of exposed slopes, and minimizing the use of artificial slopes. 

(h) Necessary applications for the formation of districts or annexations thereto will be made to the local agency forma- 
tion commission of the county as required by law. 
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(i) Lot design confonns to the same requirements and standards as for subdivisions for which a tentative and final map 
are required so as not to substantially dévalue other parcels in the neighborhood. 

(i) Note: Ail road base and surfacing standards are considered minimum. The équivalent of class I sub-base may be sub- 
stituted for the class II base subject to the project review and advisory committee approval. 

Private Roads. Projects with a density of one ( 1 ) unit per acre or less for which an applicant requests and PRAC approves 
private road status shall be developed in accordance with the following; 

(1) Eighteen feet (18') width roadway with six inches (6") class II base, two inches (2") asphaltic concrète pave- 
ment; 

(2) Shoulders and asphaltic concrète dikes optional except as required for drainage control; 

(3) Roads for projects consisting of ten ( 1 0) lots or fewer or where "feeder" roads within a larger project contain ten 
( 1 0) lots or fewer and where further divisions are not possible may, if approved by PRAC, be only twelve feet ( 1 2') in width 
with six inches (6") class II base, two inches (2") A.C. pavement. A six foot (6') cleared lane shall adjoin the twelve foot 
(12') paved section for additional fire access; said section need not be surfaced or based; 

(4) Rights-of-way shall be a minimum of twenty feet (20') uniess altered by PRAC; 

(5) Where speed on proposed roadways is deemed to be a concem, traffic control devices such as signing and espe- 
cially road design may be utilized as mitigation measures; 

(6) For projects which assure long-term road maintenance through the use of légal entities (such as homeowner's 
associations) private road standards may allow the use of a "seal coaf for surfacing; width and base standards are to be con- 
sistent with subsections Q)(\) and (j)(3) of this section where applicable. Seal coat shall consist of one (1) one-half-inch layer 
of #4 rock, one (1) layer of RS-1 sealing oil, and three-eighths inch of #6 rock; 

(7) Where roadway grade is ten percent ( 1 0%) or less, the seal coat described in subsection (j)(6) of this section may 
be substituted for the two inch (2") A.C. pavement; 

(8) Where private roads require bridges, said bridges shall conform to régulation H- 15 of the State Department of 
Transportation relating to bridge weight requirements; 

(9) When half-width rights-of-way are proposed, improvements shall be in the minimum width of twelve feet ( 1 2') 
with six inch (6") class II base and two inches (2") A.C. pavement; 

(10) Civil engineered drainage plans shall be provided for ail roads and driveways of ail subdivisions; 

( 1 1) Grades shall not exceed fifteen percent ( 1 5%) but with PRAC approval may not exceed twenty percent (20%) for 
short distances; 

( 1 2) Roads for parcels greater than forty (40) acres shall meet county grade and alignment standards; width and sur- 
facing standards to be determined by PRAC if deemed necessary; 

(13) Driveways (defined as private roads serving two (2) lots or less) off subdivision roads shall meet county grade 
standards for private roads and may be required by PRAC to be improved depending on terrain, grade, length, and other fac- 
tors. 

(k) Repealed. 

(I) Repealed. 

(m) Repealed. 

(n) Repealed. 

(o) If the real property is subject to a Williamson Act agreement or contract, ail parcels must meet the minimum re- 
quirements of the agricultural préserve advisory committee, its designated représentatives, or other officiai who may be des- 
ignated by resolution of this board of supervisors as to confonnity with agricultural préserve régulations. 

(p) Repealed. 

(q) (1) Domestic water supply must be provided from either an approved public water system or from an individual 
source for each parcel. Any proposai to share a water source with five (5) or more connections requires compliance with the 
Pure Water Law (Health and Safety Code, Sec. 40 1 et. seq.). Any proposai to share a water source with two (2) to four (4) 
connections requires establishment of an entity which meets the approval of the health officer to operate and maintain the 
System. Design of water Systems of two (2) or more connections shall be in conformance with Sonoma County water System 
standards. 

(2) Ail subdivision applications within area 4 as shown on that certain map entitled "Groundwater Availability" (on 
file with the Sonoma County permit and resource management department and available for public inspection) and served by 
individual wells shall meet the following requirements relating to groundwater prior to recordation of the parcel map: 
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(i) That a well or wells on each new undeveloped lotyield a minimum of one (1) galion per minute fora sus- 
tained. yield, metered pump test of twelve (12) hours or eight (8) hours in accordance with the Sonoma County permit and 
resource management department's well pump test guidelines; 

(ii) A note shall be indicated on the parcel map or simllar document that this minimum shall be accompanied at 
the time of residential construction with a requirement of a minimum of one thousand (1,000) gallons of storage capacity. 
Said capacity may be stored in the well hole itself or in storage tanks or in any combination thereof; 

(iii) A yield of three (3) gallons per minute will require five hundred (500) gallons of storage under the above 
testing procédure. A yield of five (5) gallons per minute will require no storage; 

(iv) Testing to meet the above yield requirements shall be conducted from July 1 5th to October 1 st. This time 
may be extended by the project review and advisory committee in the case of successive dry years; 

(v) Pump tests shall be performed by or under the direction of a licensed water well drilling contractor (C57), 
pumping contractor (C6 1 /D2 1 ), a registered civil engineer or a registered geologist. The director of permit and resource man- 
agement department shall be notified a minimum of twenty-four (24) hours prior to the pump testing of wells or springs; 

(vi) Test wells shall be sealed as required by Section 25B-5 or completed immediately upon completion of the 
test or before the driller leaves the site in order to prevent accidentai injury to people and animais. A well log on each test 
well shall be submitted to the Sonoma County permit and resource management department upon completion of the test; 

(vii)On lots greater than twenty-five (25) acres (gross) in size, the project review and advisory committee may 
waive the requirement of test wells. The parcel map or similar document shall contain a note relating to the lack of évidence 
of groundwater availability; 

(3) Ail subdivision applications within area 4 as shown on that certain map entitled "Groundwater Availability" (on 
file with the Sonoma County permit and resource management department and available for public inspection) and served by 
a water System shall meet the foUowing requirements relating to groundwater prior to recordation of the parcel map: 

(i) That the well or wells supplying the water System yield a minimum of one (1) gallon per minute per dwell- 
ing unit by a sustained yield, metered pump test of the following duration: 

(a) Each dwelling unit is a connection to the well. Wells with one (1 ) to two (2) connections: test of twelve 
(12) hours or eight (8) hours in accordance with the Sonoma County permit and resource management department's well 
pump test guidelines. 

(b) Wells with three (3) to four (4) connections: test of twenty-four (24) hours or sixteen (16) hours in ac- 
cordance with the Sonoma County permit and resource management department's well pump test guidelines. 

(c) Wells with five (5) or more connections: test of at least seventy-two (72) hours after the dynamic pump- 
ing level has been established. A réduction of the seventy-two (72) hour metered pumping test may be granted by the admin- 
istrative authority if it is indicated that the sustained yield well production is two (2) or more times greater than required. 
Under no circumstances shall the test be less than forty-eight (48) hours. 

NOTE: Also see Section 64563 of the Califomia Code of Régulations for détermination of source capacity for Systems 
with five (5) or more connections. 

(4) In water scarce areas bordering on known groundwater or recharge basins (generally within five hundred feet 
(500')), the project review and advisory committee may waive the well requirement upon submission of évidence of ground- 
water availability. Such évidence shall include, but not be limited to, geology reports, well log data, and historical documen- 
tation. 

(5) The project review and advisory committee, upon reason to believe the existence of sait, bacteriological, minerai 
or other contamination, shall require a water quality test for such wells to be conducted by a State Department of Health cer- 
tified laboratory. Test results shall be submitted to the Sonoma County permit and resource management department for ap- 
proval or disapproval. 

(6) If springs are to be used as the primary domestic water source, yields from springs and the required storage ca- 
pacity shall meet the same minimum requirements as for wells. Springs shall be perennial. The water collection facilities 
from the springs shall be designed to the satisfaction of the Sonoma County permit and resource management department. 

(7) In areas designated water scarce area 4 or marginal water availability area 3 on the groundwater availability map, 
a report by a registered geologist shall be prepared as required by gênerai plan policy RC-3h. Test wells may be required in 
marginal water availability areas 3 and 4 where doubt exists as to the possibility of developing water. 

(8) An annual review of the groundwater availability map shall be made so that new data and information can be 
utilized to keep the map up-to-date. 
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(r) Protect and encourage agricultural production by establishing a buffer between agricultural production on lands either 
designated in one (1) of the three (3) agricultural land use catégories in the gênerai plan or lands included within the "AR" 
zoning district, where any such lands abut a nonagricultural land use conducted on land outside the three gênerai plan land 
use catégories. Generally, buffers shall be defined as a physical séparation of one hundred (100) to two hundred feet (200'). 
Thèse may be modified based upon topographie feature, a substantial tree stand, water course or similar existing feature. In 
some circumstances, a iandscaped berni or other man-made feature may enhance the buffer. The requirement for buffer may 
be modified after hearing by the advisory agency following a written recommendation by the agricultural commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 26, Article XXX (nonconforming uses) where the imposition of the buffer 
créâtes a nonconforming condition, expansion or modification of such use may be pennitted provided that encroachment into 
the setback does not exceed that of the existing structure. 

Agricultural production as used herein means either an existing agricultural opération or an agricultural opération that 
would be a reasonably anticipated use. No buffer or setback shall be created by the acquisition of a portion of a parcel de- 
voted to an agricultural opération. 

(s) The project review and advisory committee may specify the order in which conditions are to be completed and may 
require that one (1 ) or more conditions be fulfilled prior to the commencement of the fulfillment of other conditions. 

(t) Where projects are determined to warrant further geological investigation, a geologist's report shall be required 
which summarizes and illustrâtes the following catégories: 

(1) Areas where standard foundation and other conventional construction techniques are satisfactory; 

(2) Areas where geological hazards may exist but which in the opinion of the geologist can be mitigated, i.e., foun- 
dation design; 

(3) Areas where géologie suitability is uncertain without additional geotechnical and/or subsurface investigation, 
(u) Development allowed in areas designated on the natural resources map of the Sonoma County gênerai plan (on files 

in the Sonoma County permit and resource management department and available there for inspection) as resource areas 
shall be permitted subject to the following design-siting requirements: 

( 1 ) Design of projects shall recognize the environmental and resource characteristics of the site and be designed in 
such a manner which allows for the préservation and continued production of the particular resource; 

(2) Design of projects in resource areas shall utilize the least productive portion of the site, leaving the productive 
areas intact, where possible. The design of projects shall be consistent with other applicable development standards; 

(3) Development shall not adversely affect the natural course or riparian habitat of any stream. Mitigation measures 
shall be required of the project where development may resuit in impacts to such areas; 

(4) Development shall not adversely affect tidal marshes, freshwater marshes, estuaries, or marine waters. Impacts 
upon thèse areas by a project shall be mitigated; 

(5) Development shall not adversely affect areas identified as significant wildlife habitat, and impacts upon thèse 
areas by a project shall be mitigated; 

(6) Extensive changes or removal of vegetafion sha]l demonstrate minimal adverse impacts on micro-climate condi- 
tions. Erosion protection and revegetation shall be required in ail cases of végétation removal; 

(7) Whenever there is reason to suspect significant archaeological or paleontological sites (as noted in the initial 
study process under the California Environmental Quality Act) within the project area, an appropriate survey by a qualified 
professional shall be submitted to the Sonoma County permit and resource management department; 

(8) Development shall not adversely affect the existing volume of any water body, substanfially increase chemical or 
nutrient pollution, or otherwise contribute to the détérioration of the quality and quantity of water in any water body. 

(v) (l) Projects consisting of ten (10) lots or more shall provide a minimum of two thousand (2,000) gallons storage per 
lot either in the form of a pressurized distribution System with storage, said storage at the building site, or centralized storage 
equipped to accommodate emergency equipment. In any method used, water flow rates shall be five hundred (500) g.p.m. 
Total storage need not exceed forty thousand (40,000) gallons plus daily flow. Storage may consist not only in tanks, but 
also in ponds, lakes, pools, etc., which are accessible for use by emergency equipment. 

(2) For projects consisting of ten ( 1 0) lots or fewer, PRAC, after consultation with the local fire district/Califomia 
Department of Forestry (CDF) may require a note placed on the parcel map/final map stating that a minimum of two thou- 
sand (2,000) gallon storage facility for fire protecfion shall be required at the time of building pennit issuance for new dwell- 
ings. 
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(3) A fire management plan shall be prepared and submitted with the subdivision application that includes (but is not 
limited to) identification of fïre hazards on the site, the development's relationship to thèse constraints, necessary protection 
measures, and provision for maintenance of any water System for the project. 

(4) Where projects are proposing a "tie-in" with existing public or mutual water Systems, the storage requirement 
may be adjusted based on the capabiiity and/or storage capacity of the existing System. 

(5) A design for the cleared area at the building site for a two hundred thirty-six inch (236") wheelbase vehicle shall 
be required to ensure adéquate emergency vehicle circulation. 

(6) Access for fire protection purposes shall be provided consistent with subsection (j) of this section where deter- 
mined necessary by PRAC, additional emergency access may be required. The extent and improvement of same shall dépend 
on the circumstances of each case as deemed necessary by PRAC in consultation with the local fire district/CDF. 

(w) (1) In areas such as ridges, hilltops and other key areas judged to be extremely exposed from public roads or other 
critically visible offsite locations, development shall be prohibited unless adéquate mitigation measures are available. In ar- 
eas of eroding slopes and near drainageways, development shall be prohibited unless adéquate mitigating measures are avail- 
able. 

(2) Grading for development (building pads, leachfield areas, driveways) shall maximize rétention of natural land 
forms such as rolling hills, ridgetops, areas of extensive végétation and water courses. Grading shall not produce large flat 
planes or sharp angles of intersection with the natural terrain. Slopes shall be rounded and contoured to blend with existing 
terrain. Extensive terracing shall be prohibited. 

(3) Development shall be encouraged to use the fonn of the land and végétation to ensure séparation of building 
areas and minimal exposure from roads and other building areas. 

(4) The solar exposure of building sites should allow for, at the minimum, basic passive solar heating and cooling 
design éléments consistent with other applicable standards. 

(5) The use of plantings (generally trees) consistent and compatible with those of the area may be required to miti- 
gate the extent of exposure of the development area in conjunction with land forms, existing végétation and other features. 
Screening required for shielding of development areas (not necessarily the immédiate house site) shall consist of natural ma- 
terials of the area, preferably using natural végétation or land form modification similar in fonn to the natural terrain. 

(6) Developments exceeding a total of fifty (50) lots and with a density greater than one ( 1 )'dwelling unit per acre 
may: 

(i) Provide on-site open space areas for active and passive récréation (active defmed as spaces for field and 
group activities like football, soccer, baseball, tôt lots, playgrounds, etc.; passive defined as areas used for sitting, walking, 
and project forni). Said areas, where applicable, may be used for storm water rétention, recharge areas, project forni, or other 
multiple uses. Need and size of such areas shall be determined by the planning director taking into account number of units, 
size and shape of site, drainage, information derived from an EIR, enviromnental reconnaissance, or other documentation or 
site characteristics; 

(ii) Provide, where a récréation agency (district, department, etc.) exists, a dedication of land in lieu of develop- 
ing project related récréation facilities may be approved by PRAC; such approval will be based on the following: 
(a)Dedication shall consist of a minimum of four hundred (400) square feet per lot, 
(b)There shall be a demonstrated lack of need for additional récréation facilities at the time of development 
of the proposed project; 

(7) Projects shall be analyzed for their relationship to the gênerai plan open space plan and spécifie plan open space 
plans and where necessary, any adverse impacts or inconsistencies mitigated. 

(8) Building envelopes and building setback lines may be required by PRAC to achieve consistency with the stan- 
dards listed in subsections (w)(l) through (w)(7) of this section. 

(9) Ail roads shall be sited in conformity with subsections (w)(l), (w)(2), (w)(3) and (w)(5) cited above. 

(x) ( 1 ) Utility lines shall be placed underground on projects with a density greater than one ( I ) unit per three (3) acres; 
PRAC, after considération of the visual characteristics of the project site and development plan, may require undergrounding 
for projects with a density between one ( 1 ) unit per three (3) acres to one ( J ) unit per fifteen ( 1 5) acres; projects with a den- 
sity less than one (1) unit per fifteen (15) acres shall not require undergrounding. Undergrounding shall be in accordance 
with the rules of the public utility and state public utilities commission. 

(2) Where new main utility lines are required, thèse lines and service lines to the building areas shall be under- 
grounded where densities require undergrounding; where main lines already exist, only service lines to the building areas 
shall be undergrounded. 
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(y) The design guidelines set forth in Section 26-90-050 of this code (the Taylor Mountain/Sonoma Mountain Develop- 
ment Guidelines) siiall be utilized in addition to the provisions of this section in evaluating subdivision applications for par- 
cels located within the Taylor Mountain/Sonoma Mountain areas as depicted therein. Building envelopes and related map 
notations consistent with the provisions of Section 26-90-050 of this code shall be required for each building site area. (Ord. 
No. 5489 § 2, 2004: Ord. No. 5130 § 1, 1999: Ord. No. 2517 § 1: 2510 §§ 4—12: Ord. No. 2392 § 2: Ord, No. 2525 § 5: 
Ord. No. 1875 §2.) 

Sec. 25-18. Committee's décision final — Appeals to planning commission. 

Décisions of the project review and advisory committee shall be final unless the subdivider, any tenant of the subject 
property, or other interested person files a written appeai with the planning director within ten (10) days after the décision 
that is the subject of the appeai. The appeai shall specifically state the basis for the appeai and shall be accompanied by the 
required filing fee. 

Appeals from décisions of the project review and advisory committee shall be decided by the planning commission de 
novo in accordance with the standards set forth in Section 25-17. (Ord. No. 5537 § l(f), 2004: Ord. No. 1875 § 2.) 

Sec. 25-19. Commission's décision final — Appeals to board of supervisons. 

Décisions of the planning commission shal! be final unless the subdivider, any tenant of the subject property, or other 
interested person files a written appeai with the planning director within ten ( 1 0) days after the décision that is the subject of 
the appeai. The appeai shall specifically state the basis for the appeai and shall be accompanied by the required filing fee. 

Appeals fi-om décisions of the planning commission shall be decided by the board of supervisors de novo in accordance 
with the standards set forth in Section 25-17. Décisions of the board of supervisors shall be final. (Ord. No. 5537 § l(g), 
2004: Ord. No. 1875 §2.) 

Sec. 25-20. Reserved. (Ord. No. 1875, § 2.) 

Sec. 25-21. When hearings required. 

When making décisions on subdivisions, the project review and advisory committee shall hold public hearings. The plan- 
ning commission or board of supervisors shall hold public hearings when making décisions on subdivisions only when there 
has been an appeai to the commission or board. A review of a subdivision by the commission or board shall not require a 
public hearing. (Ord. No. 1875 § 2.) 

Sec. 25-22. Notice required. 

The planning director shall post three (3) notices of hearing before the project review and advisory committee on or near 
the property being subdivided. The posted notice shall give a gênerai description of the property proposed for subdivision, a 
gênerai description of the matter to be considered, and the time and place of hearing. Tlie posted notice shall be posted at 
least ten ( 1 0) days prior to the hearing date. No posted notice shall be required if there is an appeai. No posted notice shall be 
required if the subdivision does not create additional parcels. (Ord. No. 1875 § 2.) 

Sec. 25-23. Recordation of parcel map. 

Failure to file a final parcel map within twenty-four (24) months from the date of approval or conditional approval of the 
tentative parcel map shall terminate ail proceedings, and any subdivision of the same land shall require the filing of a new 
subdivision application; provided, however the twenty-four (24) month period may be extended by the board of supervisors 
or by an advisory agency authorized to approve or conditional ly approve tentative parcel maps for a period not exceeding 
one ( I ) year. Prior to the expiration of an approved or conditionally approved tentative parcel map, upon the application by 
the subdivider to extend that map, the map shall automatically be extended for sixty (60) days or until the application for the 
extension is approved, conditionally approved, or denied, whichever occurs first. If the advisory agency dénies a subdi- 
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vider's application for an extension, the subdi vider may appeal to the board of supervisors within fifteen (1 5) days after the 
advisory agency bas denied the extension. (Ord. No. 3854.) 

Sec. 25-23B. Extension of time — Parcel map. 

Upon application in writing, the twenty-four (24) month limitation for the filing of a parcel map may be extended by the 
director of planning for a period of twelve (12) months upon certification by the director of public works that said minor 
subdivision could not hâve been finalized within the twenty-four (24) month approval period due to the Russian River 
county sanitation district sewer System not being completed. Additional twelve ( 1 2) month extensions may be considered if 
said sewer System is not completed; not to exceed a total of thiity-six (36) months. (Ord. No. 3139 § 1.) 

Sec. 25-23.1 Same — Further grounds for extension. 

Upon application in writing, the twenty-four (24) month limitation for the filing of parcel maps as provided by Section 
25-23 may be extended by the planning director for individual minor subdivisions for a period to be determined by the health 
officer if the health officer certifies that the minor subdivision could not reasonably hâve been filed within the twenty-four 
(24) month period because of the applicant's inability to meet subdivision conditions respecting on-site sewage disposai Sys- 
tems due to the adoption of Administrative Order 79-8 dated May 30, 1979, by the Sonoma County department of public 
health. (Ord. No. 4476 § 3, 1991; Ord. No. 2531 § 1.) 

Sec. 25-24. Parcel map monumentation requirements. 

Monumentation of parcel maps shall be the same as required for final maps except for the following: 

(a) Six-inch (6") by six-inch (6") by thirty-six inch (36") concrète monuments will not be required. 

(b) A bench mark need not be established. (Ord. No. 1875 § 2802.) 

Sec. 25-25. Parcel map checking procédures. 

The procédure used by the county surveyor for checking and processing parcel maps shall be in accordance with the pro- 
cédures established for checking and processing final maps. Each parcel map shall contain the infonnation and be in the 
form required by the Subdivision Map Act and this chapter. (Ord. No. 1875 § 2.) 

Sec. 25-26. Criteria and goals for approval of minor subdivisions. Subdivisions inconsistent with 
the goals and criteria specified hereinafter are provided. [Expired.] (Ord. No. 1949 
§ 2,3.) 

Sec. 25-27. Reserved. (Ord. No. 1875 § 2.) 

Article III. Tentative and Final Map Procédures. 

Sec. 25-28. Filing of application. 

Tentative maps shall be filed with the planning director and shall be processed in accordance with the Subdivision Map 
Act and the provisions of this chapter. The subdivider shall file as many copies of the tentative map as may be required by 
the planning director and shall provide such other information as required by the planning director including the statements 
required by Sections 25-30 and25-31, and apreliminary soil report when required by Section 25-3 1 . (Ord. No. 1875 § 3.) 

Sec. 25-29. Contents. 

Every tentative map shall be clearly and legibly drawn to scale and shall contain the following information: 

(a) A site location sketch indicating the location of the proposed subdivision in relation to the surrounding area or région; 
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(b) The tract name, if any, date, north point, scale and sufficient description to define tiie location and boundaries of the 
proposed tract; 

(c) Names and addresses of record owner, subdivider, engineer or surveyor; 

(d) Location, names and présent width of adjacent or abutting roads, streets, iiighways and ways and their status as public 
or private roads; 

(e) The location, names, widths and approximate gradient of ail roads, streets, highways and ways in or adjacent to the 
proposed subdivisions, or to be offered for dedication; 

(f) Any portion of a site over fifty percent (50%) grade shall not be considered buildable. Development areas and road- 
ways proposed on slopes in excess of ten percent (10%) shall require civil engineer prepared grading plans. 

Base map of the site (defined as the project boundaries or gênerai development area) and ail adjoining properties within 
two hundred feet (200') of the site at a scale and contour interval appropriate to clearly ascertain the topographical character- 
istics of the site and showing slope bands in the ranges of one percent ( 1 %) to ten percent (10%); ten percent ( 1 0%) to fifty 
percent (50%); fifty percent (50%)) and greater, shall be prepared. Said maps shall be prepared by a registered civil engineer 
or licensed land surveyor and methods of slope détermination indicated; 

(g) The approximate width and location of ail proposed or existing easements for drainage, sewerage for public utilities; 
(h) The approximate dimensions of ail lots, and radii of ail curves; 

(i) Lotnumbers. (Ord. No. 2510 § 13; Ord. No. 965 § 3.) 

Sec. 25-30. Information to be contained in statement accompanying map. 

The statement to accompany the tentative map shall contain the following information: 

(a) Existing use of the property. 

(b) Proposed use of the property. 

(c) Existing zoning. If property is proposed to be used for more than one purpose, the area, lots or lot proposed for each 
type of use shall be shown on the tentative map. 

(d) Detailed statement of the improvements and public utilities, including water supply and sewage disposai, proposed to 
be made or installed, and of the time at which such improvements are proposed to be completed. Particular attention should 
be given to the provisions of subsections (c) and (d) of Section 25-56 when preparing this statement. 

(e) Provision for proposed drainage and flood control measures. 

(f) Provision for park and récréation services, schools and other needed public areas. 

(g) Restrictive covenants proposed. 

(h) Justification and reasons for any exceptions to provisions of this chapter. (Ord. No. 965 § 3.) 

Sec. 25-31 . Statement as to soil condition. 

A statement prepared by a civil engineer registered by the state shall accompany every tentative map and shall indicate 
the présence of any critically expansive soil problems or characteristics in the proposed subdivision. (Ord. Nos. 965 § 3, 
1137 §3.) 

Sec. 25-32. Preliminary soil report. 

Prior to the submission of the final subdivision map, the subdivider shall file with the county building inspector a prelimi- 
nary soil report, prepared by a civil engineer who is registered by the state, based upon adéquate test borings or excavations 
of the subdivision. The preliminary soil report may be waived if the county building inspector shall detennine that, due to his 
knowledge as to the soil qualities of the subdivision, no preliminary analysis is necessary. (Ord. No. 1 137 § 3.) 

Sec. 25-33. Soil investigation generally. 

If the preliminary soil report indicates the présence of critically expansive soils or other soil problems which, if not cor- 
rected, would lead to structural damage, a soil investigation of each lot in the subdivision shall be prepared by a civil engi- 
neer who is registered by the state. The soil investigation shall recommend corrective action which is likely to prevent struc- 
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tural damage to each dwelling proposed to be constructed on the expansive soil. The report shall be filed with the county 
building inspector. (Ord. No. 1 137 § 3.) 

Sec. 25-34. Approval of soil investigation report. 

The county building inspector shall approve the soil investigation report if he détermines that the recommended corrective 
action is likely to prevent structural damage to any dwelling to be constructed on any lot in the subdivision. Appeal from 
such détermination shall be to the board of building appeals within fifteen (15) days of notice of disapproval. Subséquent 
building and zoning permits shall be conditioned upon the incorporation of the approved recommended corrective action in 
the construction of each dwelling. (Ord. No. 1 137 § 3.) 

Sec. 25-35. Distribution of copies. 

Within three (3) working days after the date of filing, the statement as to soil condition shall be forwarded to the chief 
building inspector and copies of the tentative map shall be distributed by the planning department to: 

(a) The county surveyor, who shall check the improvements which shall be required by this chapter, and any easements 
required in connection with such improvements. 

(b) The county officiais and public agencies requesting the same. (Ord. No. 965 § 3.) 

Sec. 25-36. Actions on tentative map — Planning department. 

Within a period of not more than ten (10) days from receipt of a copy of any such tentative map, each officer, departinent 
or agency to which such copy shall hâve been transmitted, may file with the planning director his or its approval, conditional 
approval, recommendations or disapproval. The chief building inspector shall file a report conceming the soil conditions 
stating whether or not a preliminary soil report shall be required. The planning director shall forward to the project review 
and advisory committee his findings and the reports received from the other agencies concemed. 

The PRAC may reduce, alter or add to the development standards listed above. Any such changes shall be accompanied 
by a written statement justifying the change. The standards of development or the décision to change a standard may be ap- 
pealed consistent with Section 25- 1 8 "Committee décision final; appeals to Planning Commission." (Ord. Nos. 965 § 1,1137 
§ 3; Ord. No. 2510 § 14.) 

Sec. 25-37. Tentative map review. 

The project review and advisory committee shall review the tentative map and submit in writing its report and recom- 
mendations to the subdivider and planning commission prior to the meeting where final action on the map is to be consid- 
ered. Such required submission in writing shall be deemed complied with when such reports or recommendations are placed 
in the mail at least seven (7) days prior to the meeting directed to the subdivider at his designated address and bearing the 
proper postage. If the committee finds that the tentative map is in conformity with the provisions of the law and of this chap- 
ter and does satisfy ail community needs, it shall recommend approval of the map to the commission, together with any con- 
ditions the committee deems necessary. 

If the committee finds that the design and proposed improvements of the subdivision do not conform with the provisions 
of this chapter, it shall recommend to the commission that the map be disapproved, or approved with indicated changes and 
conditions. 

The project review and advisory committee may reduce, alter or add to the development standards listed above. Any such 
changes shall be accompanied by a written statement justifying the change. Section 25-1 8, Committee Décision Final; Ap- 
peals to Planning Commission. (Ord. No. 965, Sec. 1 ; Ord. No. 1137, Sec. 3; Ord. No. 22 1 7; Ord. No. 25 1 0; Ord. No. 1 1 37; 
Ord. No. 965.) 

Sec. 25-38. Same — Planning commission. 

(a) The commission shall review the report of the committee within fifty (50) days after the filing of the tentative map 
unless such time has been extended by agreement with the subdivider. The commission shall approve, disapprove, or condi- 
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tionally approve the tentative map in conformance with the standards set forth in the Subdivision Map Act and this chapter 
and shall report directiy to the subdivider. Provided, however, that when the area of the tentative map is within a planned 
community zoning district, or when a tentative map is being processed concurrently with a rezoning application on the same 
parcel(s) then the planning commission shall make its report to the board of supervisors and the board shall act as the advi- 
sory agency. 

(b) The planning commission shall transmit to the county surveyor a copy of any approved tentative subdivision map 
with a mémorandum setting forth its action thereon. 

(c) The time periods specified in this section shall commence after certification of an environmental impact report, adop- 
tion of a négative déclaration, or a detennination by the commission that the project is exempt from the requirements of Cali- 
fomia Environmental Quality Act. (Ord. No. 5537 § l(h), 2004: Ord. No. 2367 § I.) 

Sec. 25-39. Same — County surveyor.^ 

Subséquent to the approval of the planning commission of the tentative map of any subdivision, the subdivider shall fur- 
nish to the county surveyor complète plans prepared in conformance with accepted engineering practice including the fol- 
lowing information and shall receive his authorization prior to the construction of any of the improvements or filing of the 
final map: 

(a) Typical cross sections and proposed final finished grades of ail roads, streets and highways in the proposed new sub- 
division, together with a profile showing the relation between finished grade and existing ground élévations; 

(b) Proposed length, size, slope and type of any drainage pipes and cul verts, or structures necessary for drainage, érosion 
control or to insure the public safety, with plans and spécifications; 

(c) Any information required by the conditional approval of the planning commission; 

(d) Elévations shall be referred to U.S. G. S. datum or other approved datum. (Ord. No. 965 § 3.) 

Sec. 25-39.5. Appeals. 

The subdivider, any tenant of the subject property, or other interested person may appeal the planning commission's déci- 
sion to the board of supervisors as provided by Government Code Section 66452.5. The appeal shall specifically state the 
basis for the appeal and shall be accompanied by the required filing fee. The board shall hear the matter de novo in the man- 
ner provided by Government Code Section 66452.5. Nofice as required by Government Code Section 6645 1 .3 shall be given. 
(Ord. No. 5537 § l(i),2004.) 

Article NIA. Vesting Tentative IVIaps. 

Sec. 25-39.6(a). Purpose. 

This article is enacted for the purpose of providing administrative procédures for the implementation of the Vesting Ten- 
tative Map provisions of the Subdivision Map Act and to supplément the provisions of the Subdivision Map Act as they re- 
late to vesting tentative maps. To accomplish this purpose, the adoption of this article is determined to be necessary for the 
préservation of the public health, safety and gênerai welfare, and for the promotion of orderly growth and development. Ex- 
cept as otherwise set forth in the provisions of this article the provisions of the Subdivision Ordinance shall apply to the 
processing of vesting tentative maps. 

Sec. 25-39.6(b). Définitions. 

When used in this article, the following terms shall hâve the following meanings: 

(1 ) "Vesting Tentative Map" shall mean a tentative map for a residential subdivision that shall hâve printed conspicu- 
ously on its face the words "Vesting Tentafive Map" and is thereafter processed in accordance with the provisions of this 
article. 

(2) Ail other définitions set forth in Section 25-2 are applicable. 



As to county surveyor generally, see §§ 2-24, 2-25 of this code. 
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ec. 25-39.6 (c). Application. 

( 1 ) This article shall apply oniy to residemial developments. Whenever a provision of the Subdivision Map Act or Subdivision 
Ordinance requires the filing of a tentative map or tentative parcel map for a residential development, a vesting tentative map 
may be instead filed. 

(2) This article provides an alternative procédure for the filing of maps for residential subdivisions. Nothing coniained in this 
article shall limit a subdivider's right to file a regular tentative or parce! map pursuani to the provisions of Article II or III. 

Sec. 25-39.6 (d). Consistency. 

No land shall be subdivided and developed pursuant to a vesting tentative map for any purpose which is inconsistent with the 
General Plan, applicable spécifie pian or Chapter 25 or Chapter 26 Sonoma County Code. 

Sec. 25-39.6 (e). Filing and Processing. 

A vesting tentative map and vesting tentative parcel map shall be filed in the same form and hâve the contents, accompanying 
data and reports and shall be processed in the same manner as maps filed under .-articles II and III of this Chapter except as herein 
provided: 

(1) At the time a vesting tentative map is filed, it shall hâve printed conspicuously on its face the words "Vesting Tentative 
Map" or "Vesting Tentative Parcel Map". 

(2) In addition to requirements of Article II and III, applications for vesting tentative maps shall be accompanied by the 
following additional approvais, data, reports, and material. .An application shall not be deemed complète uniess the application is 
accompanied by the following: 

(A) A graphie description of the housing type including location, size and height of ail structures. 

(B) Detailed improvement plans for roads including where applicable, curb, gutter and sidewaik reviewed and approved 
y the Sonoma County Public Works Department. 

(C) Detailed grading pians for building sites reviewed and approved by the Sonoma County Water .Agency and Sonoma 
County Building Inspection Department. 

(D) Detailed plans for sewer Systems or connections and water Systems or connections reviewed and approved by the 
Sonoma County Department of Public Works and/or Environmental Health. 

(E) Detailed plans for drainage reviewed and approved by the Sonoma County Water .Agency. 

(F) Design and architectural plans for struaures, landscaping plans and irrigation plans reviewed and approved by the 
Design Review Committee. 

(G) Proposed covenants, codes and restrictions reviewed and approved by the Department of Planning. 

(H) Where applicable, a written agreement from the Sonoma County Housing Authority allocating housing to low and 
moderate income persons. 

(I) Where applicable, géologie studies prepared by a registered geologist or registered engineering geologist. 

(J) A statement from the Sonoma County Departments of Public Wbrks and Planning and the Sonoma County Water 
Agency setting forth the nature, type, and extent of public infrastruaure and services which wiil, during the life of the proposed 
vesting tentative and final maps be needed to serve the area in which the subdivision is to be located. Such statement shall be 
delivered to the subdivider at the same time as the applicable approval is given by the department in accordance wirh Seaion 
25-36.6 (e). 

(K) A négative déclaration on a certified environmental impact report which covers the proposed project. 

Sec. 25-39.6 (f). Fées. 

Upon filing an application for a vesting tentative map, the subdivider shall pay a fee to cover the cost of processing the 
application and related documents, maps, pians, and drawings. Such fee may be established by resolution of the Board of 
Supervisors. The Board of Supervisors may also establish by resolution fées necessary to cover the cost of obtaining County 
approvais which are required as part of the application for a vesting tentative map as set forth in Section 25-39.6 (e). 
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Sec. 25-39.6 (g). Expiration. 

The approval or conditionai approval of a vesiing tentative map or vesting tentative parcel map shail expire at the end of rhe 
same time period, and shall be subject to the same time extensions esiablished by this Chapter for tentative maps and parcel 
maps. 

Sec. 25-39.6 (h). Development Rights — Vesting on Approval of Vesting Tentative Map. 

(1) The approval or conditionai approval of a vesting tentative map or vesting tentative parcel map shail confer a vested right 
to proceed with development in substantial compliance with the ordinances, policies and standards described in Governmeni 
Code Section 66474.2. 

However, if Section 66474.2 of the Government Code is repealed, the approval or conditionai approval of a vesting tentative 
map shall confer a vested right to proceed vdih development in substantial compliance with the ordinances, policies and standards 
in effect at the time the vesting tentative map is approved or conditionally approved. 

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (1), a permit, approval, e.xiension, or entitlemeni may be made conditionai or denied if any 
of the foilowing are determined: 

(A) A failure to do so wouid place the résidents of the subdivision, or the immédiate community, or both, in a condition 
dangerous to their heaith or safety. 

(B) The condition or déniai is required in order to comply vj^ith state or fédéral statuies, régulations or case law. 

(3) The rights referred to herein shail expire if a final map is not approved prior to the expiration of the vesting tentative map. 
If the final map is approved, the development rights conferred herein shall last for the foilowing periods of time.: 

{A) An initial time period of 24 months. Where multiple final maps are recorded on various designated approved phases 
of a Project covered by a single vesting tentative map, the time limit shail begin for each phase when the final map for that phase 
is recorded. 

(B) The initial time period set forth in Section 25-39.6 (h) (3)A shall be automatically extended by any time used for ^^ 
processing a completed application for a grading permit if such processing exceeds 30 days from the date a complète application i^^H| 
filed. ^^ 

(C) A subdivider may apply for a one-year extension at any time before the initial time period set forth in Section 25-39.6 
(h) (3)A expires. If the e.xtension is denied, the subdivider may appeal that déniai within 15 days. A décision to grant or deny an 
application or extension shall be within the sole discrétion of the advisory agency. 

(D) If the subdivider submits a compieted application for a building permit during the periods of time specified in Section 
25-39.6 (h) (3)A-C, the rights referred to herein shail continue until the expiration of that permit, or any extension of ihat permit. 

(E) A failure to comply with the time limits as specified in Section 25-39.6 (h) (3) .A-D shall resuit in a loss of rights 
conferred by final map approval. 

Sec. 25-39.6 (i). Miscellaneous Provisions. 

( 1 ) .applications for vesting tentative maps may be processed concurrently with any necessary rezoning. 

(2) In addition to conditions otherwise ailowed by Statute, ordinance, plan or the County's police power, vesting tentative 
maps may aiso be subject to a condition which identifies the nature, type, and extent of public intrastructure or serN-ices which 
wjll be needed to serve the proposed subdivision and surrounding area during the projected life of the vesting tentative and final 
naps and which requires that the précise amount of the subdivider's contribution tow-ard those types of infrastructure and 
services shall be calculated by the applicable County department and paid at the time thaï building permits are issued. 

(3) If the subdivider seeks to modify a vesting tentative or final map, such modification may be granted at the discrétion of 
the advisory agency which approved the map, be granted only after public notice and hearing. If the advisory agency approves 
the requested modification or any portion thereof, the advisory agency may impose additional conditions on such maps. .Any 
such modification shall not e.xtend the life of the vesting tentative or final map or any rights created thereby. 
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Sec. 25-39.6(j). Applications Inconsistent with Current Policies. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this article, a subdivider may seek approval or permits for development which départ 
from the ordinances, policies, and standards described in Section 25-39. 6(h), and the applicable coiinty department or agency 
may grant approvals or issue permits to the extent that the departiires are authorized under existing law. 

Sec. 25-39.6(k). Effective date. 

The effective date of this ordinance is January 2, 1986. 

Article IIIB. Mobile Home Park Conversions to Résident Ownership. 

Sec. 25-39.7(a). Applicability. 

The provisions of this shall apply to ail conversions of mobile home parks to résident ownership except those conversions 
for which mapping requirements hâve been waived pursuant to Government Code Section 66428.1. (Ord. No. 5725 § 3, 
2007.) 

Sec. 25-39.7(b). Application materials required. 

( I ) In addition to any other information required by this code and/or other applicable law, the following information is 
required at the time of filing of an application for conversion of a mobile home park to résident ownership: 

(a) A survey of résident support conducted in compliance with subdivision (d) of Government Code Section 
66427.5. The subdivider shall demonstrate that the survey was conducted in accordance with an agreement between the sub- 
divider and an independent résident homeowners association, if any, was obtained pursuant to a written ballot, and was con- 
ducted so that each occupied mobile home space had one vote. The completed survey of résident support ballots shall be 
submitted with the application. In the event that more than one résident homeowners association purports to represent rési- 
dents in the park, the agreement shall be with the résident homeowners association which represent the greatest number of 
résident homeowners in the park. 

(b) A report on the impact of the proposed conversion on résidents of the mobile home park. The tenant impact re- 
port shall, at a minimum, include ail of the following: 

(i) Identification of the number of mobile home spaces in the park and the rental rate history for each such 
space over the four years prior to the filing of the application. 

(ii) Identification of the anticipated method and timetable for compliance with Government Code Section 
66427. 5(a), and, to the extent available, identification of the number of existing tenant households expected to purchase their 
units within the first four (4) years after conversion; 

(iii) Identification of the method and anticipated time table for determining the rents for non-purchasing rési- 
dents pursuant to Government Code Section 66427. 5(f)(I), and, to the extent available, identification of the number of tenant 
households likely to be subject to thèse provisions; 

(iv) Identification of the method for determining and enforcing the controlled rents for non-purchasing house- 
holds pursuant to Government Code Section 66427. 5(f)(2), and, to the extent available, identification of the number of tenant 
households likely to be subject to thèse provisions; 

(v) Identification of the potential for non-purchasing résidents to relocate their homes to other mobile home 
parks within Sonoma County, including the availability of sites and the estimated cost of home relocation; 

(vi) An engineer's report on the type, size, current condition, adequacy, and remaining usefiil life of common 
facilities located within the park, including but not limited to water Systems, sanitary sewer, fire protection, storm water, 
streets, lighting, pools, playgrounds, community buildings and the like. A pest report shall be included for ail common build- 
ings and structures. "Engineer" means a registered civil or structural engineer, or a licensed gênerai engineering contractor; 

(vii) If the usefiil life of any of the common facilities or infrastructure is less than thirty (30) years, a study esti- 
mating the cost of replacing such facilities over their usefui life, and the subdivider's plan to provide funding for same; 
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(viii) An estimate of the annual overhead and operating costs of maintaining the park, its conimon areas and 
landscaping, including replacement costs as necessary, over the next thirty (30) years, and the subdivider's plan to provide 
funding for same. 

(ix) Name and address of each résident, and household size. 

(x) An estimate of the number of résidents in the park who are seniors or disabled. An explanation of how the 
estimate was derived must be included. 

(c) A maintenance inspection report conducted on site by a qualified inspector within the previous twelve ( 1 2) cal- 
endar months demonstrating compliance with Title 25 of the Califomia Code of Régulations ("Title 25 Report"). Proof of 
remediation of any Title 25 violations shall be confirmed in writing by the California Department of Housing and Commu- 
nity Development (HCD). (Ord. No. 5725 § 3, 2007.) 

Sec. 25-39.7(c). Criteria for approval of conversion application. 

(1) An application for the conversion of a mobile home park to résident ownership shall be approved only if the décision 
maker fmds that: 

(a) A survey of résident support has been conducted and the results filed with the department in accordance with the 
requirements of Government Code Section 66427.5 and this chapter; 

(b) An tenant impact report has been completed and filed with the department in accordance with the requirements 
of Government Code Section 66427.5 and this chapter; 

(c) The conversion to résident ownership is consistent with the gênerai plan, any applicable spécifie or area plan, 
and the provisions of Chapter 26 of the Sonoma County Code; 

(d) The conversion is a bona-fide résident conversion; 

(e) Appropriate provision has been made for the establishment and flmding of an association or corporation adé- 
quate to ensure proper long-term management and maintenance of ail common facilities and infrastructure; and 

(f) There are no conditions existing in the mobile home park that are detrimental to public health or safety, pro- 
vided, however, that if any such conditions exist, the application for conversion may be approved if (1) ail of the findings 
required under subsections (a) through (é) are made and (2) the subdivider has instituted corrective measures adéquate to 
ensure prompt and continuing protection of the health and safety of park résidents and the gênerai public. 

(2) For purposes of determining whether a proposed conversion is a bona-fide résident conversion, the foUowing criteria 
shall be used: 

(a) Where the survey of résident support conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 66427.5 and with 
this chapter shows that more than fifty percent (50%) of résident households support the conversion to résident ownership, 
the conversion shall be presumed to be a bona-fide résident conversion. 

(b) Where the survey of résident support conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 66427.5 and with 
this chapter shows that at least twenty percent (20%) but not more than fifty percent (50%) of résidents support the conver- 
sion to résident ownership, the subdivider shall hâve the burden of demonstrating that the proposed conversion is a bona-fide 
résident conversion. In such cases, the subdivider shall demonstrate, at a minimum, that a viable plan, with a reasonable like- 
lihood of success as determined by the decision-maker, is in place to convey the majority of the lots to current résidents of 
the park within a reasonable period of time. 

(c) Where the survey of support conducted in accordance with Government Code Section 66427.5 and with this 
Chapter shows that less than twenty percent (20%) of résidents support the conversion to résident ownership, the conversion 
shall be presumed not to be a bona-fide résident conversion. (Ord. No. 5725 § 3, 2007.) 

Sec. 25-39.7(d). Tenant notification. 

The following tenant notifications are required: 

( l ) Tenant Impact Report. The subdivider shall give each résident household a copy of the impact report required by 
Government Code Section 66427.5 (b) within fifteen days after completion of such report, but in no case less than fifteen 
( 1 5) days prior to the public hearing on the application for conversion. The subdivider shall also provide a copy of the report 
to any new or prospective résidents following the original distribution of the report. 

(2) Exclusive Right to Purchase. If the application for conversion is approved, the subdivider shall give each résident 
household written notice of its exclusive right to contract for the purchase of the dwelling unit or space it occupies at the 
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same or more favorable ternis and conditions than those on which such unit of space shall be initially offered to the gênerai 
public. The right shall run for a period of not less than ninety (90) days from the issuance of the subdivision public report 
("white paper") pursuant to California Business and Professions Code Section 1101 8.2, unless the subdivider received prior 
written notice of the resident's intention not to exercise such right. 

(3) Right to Continue Residency as Tenant. If the application for conversion is approved, the subdivider shall give each 
résident household written notice of its right to continue residency as a tenant in the park as required by Government Code 
Section 66427.5(a). (Ord. No. 5725 § 3, 2007.) 

Article IV. Design Standards Generally. 

Sec. 25-40. Streets and highways.^ 

(a) The street and highway layout of each subdivision shall be based on the section of the streets and highways master 
plan, if such plan has been adopted for the portion of the county within which the subdivision lies. Where no such plan has 
been adopted, such subdivision layout shall conform to the suggestions of the planning commission and the requirements of 
this chapter. 

Public roads — Parcels which front onto a county road or state highway and which hâve a density of five (5) acres / 
unit or greater shall meet county grade, alignment, width, and surfacing standards for roads. 
Rights-of-way shall be a minimum of fifty (50) feet unless altered by PRAC. 

(b) Widths of streets and highways shall conform to the standards established in Section 25-57. 
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(c) Reserved strips controlling the access to public ways, or which will not prove taxable for spécial improvements, shall not 
be approved unless such strips are necessary for the protection of the public weifare or substantial propeny rights, or both, and in 
no case except in which the control and disposai of the land comprising such strips is piaced definitely within the jurisdiction of 
the county under conditions approved by the planning commission. 

(d) AU streets shall, as far as practicable, be in aligmnent with existing adjacent streets by continuations of the centerlines 
thereof, or by adjustments by curves, and shall be in général conformity with the plans made for the most advantageous 
development of the area in which the subdivision lies. 

(e) Streets shall be required to intersea one another at an angle as near to a right angle as is practicable in each spécifie case. 

(f) Where a subdivision adjoins acreage, provision shall be made for adéquate street access thereto. 

(g) Wherever a deadend street is perraitied, an adéquate turning area shall be provided. 

(h) AU streets shall be named, and such names shall be subject to the approvai of the commission. Duplication of existing 
names shall not be ailowed unless the streets are ohviousiy in alignment with existing streets and not so far removed as to be 
confusing. 

(i) Grades shall not exceed six percent on arteriai or coUector highways, ten percent on minor highways or fîfieen percent on 
any street. Centerline radii shall not be less than five himdred feet on highways, except in mountainous areas, where the radius 
may be reduced to not less than two hundred feet; and on ail other streets the centerline radii shall not be less than seventy-five 
feet. Lesser radii and greater grades may be used in cases in which sufficient évidence is presented to show that the above 
requirements are not practicable; grades shall not, however, exceed twenty percent in any case. (Ord. Nos. 965 §4, 1 139 §4.) 

(j) Note: AU road base and surfacing standards are considered minimum. The équivalent of ciass I sub-base may be substi- 
tuted for the class II base subject to PRAC approvai. 

Private roads — Projects with a density of 1 unit / acre or less for which an applicant requires and PRAC approves private 
road status shaU be deveioped in accordance with the f ollowing: 

(1) An 18 ' width roadway with 6" class II base, 2" A.C. pavement. 

(2) Shoulders and A.C. dikes optional except as required for drainage control. 

(3) Road for projects consisting of 10 lots or fewer or where "feeder" roads within a larger projea contain 10 lots or 
fewer and where further divisions are not possible may, if approved by PRAC, be only 12 ' in width with 6" class II base, 2" A.C. 
pavement. A 6' cleared lane shaU adjoin the 12' paved section for additional fire access; said section need not be surfaced or 
based. 

(4) Rights-of-way shaU be a minimum of 20 feet unless aitered by PRAC. 

(5) Where speed on proposed roadways is deem«îd to be a concem, traffic control devices such as signing, and especiaUy 
road design may be utilized as mitigating measures. 

(6) For projects which assure long term road maintenance through the use of légal entities (such as homeowner's associa- 
tions), private road standards may aUow the use of "seal coat" for surfacing; width and base standards are to be consistent with 
subsections (j) (1) and G) (3) where appUcable. Seal coat shaU consist of one Yi" layer of #4 rock; 1 layer of RS-1 seaiing oii, and 
3/8"of#6rock. 

(7) Where roadway grade 'is WVo or less, the seal coat described in (6) may be substituted for the 2" A.C. pavement. 

(8) Where private roads require bridges, said bridges shaU conform to régulation H-15 of the State Dept. of Transporta- 
tion relating to bridge weight requirements. 

(9) When half-width rights-of-way are proposed, improvements shaU be in the minimum width of 12" with 6" class II 
base and 2" A.C. pavement. 

(10) Civil engineered drainage plans shaU be provided for aU roads and driveways of aU subdivisions. 

(11) Grades shaU not exceed 15% but with PRAC approvai may not exceed 20Wo for short distances. 

(12) Roads for parcels greater than 40 acres shaU meet county grade and aUgnment standards; width and surfacing stand- 
ards to be determined by PRAC if deemed necessary. 

(13) Driveways (defïned as private roads serving 2 lots or less) off subdivision roads shaU meet county grade standards for 
private roads and may be required by PRAC to be improved depending on terrain, grade, length, and other factors. (Ord. No 
2510 §16.) 
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Sec. 25-41. Blocks. 

(a) Long blocks shali be provided adjacent to main thoroughfares for the purpose of reducing the niimber of interseaions; 
however, blocks shaU not exceed twelve hundred feet in length unless existing conditions justify a variation from this requirement 
thereto upon their own voiition or upon written request of the subdivider. 

(b) Pedestrian ways ten feet in width may be required through the middle of biocks over one thousand feet in length to 
connect dead end streets, or to provide access to stream, lake, bay or océan frontage, or such park or playground areas as may be 
indicated. 

(c) At Street intersections, the block corners shall be roimded at the property line by a radius of not less than twenty-fîve feet, 
or such other radius as wiil provide one hundred feet sight distance. 

(d) Sidewalks may be required along ail streets in a subdivision where the average area of the lots is less than fifteen thousand 
square feet. (Ord. Nos. 965 §4, 1 137 §4.) 

Sec. 25-42. Lots. 

(a) Minimum lot sizes shall conform to the standards estabiished by the ce unty zoning régulations and any additional require- 
ments which may be adopted by formai resolution of the Board of Superviscrs. Copies of such résolutions, when adopted, shall 
be maintained on file in the office of the clerk of the Board of Supervisors and the County Planning Commission, where they 
shall be available for public inspection; provided that nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to reduce any minimxmi parce! size 
requirements imposed upon any real property by agricuitural préserve régulations and Wiliiamson Act agreements or contracts. 
Moreover, if real property is subject to a Wiliiamson Act agreement or contra'it and the minimum parce! size requirements for the 
agricuitural préserve confiict with zoning régulations, the larger minimum p:îrcei size requirement shall govern. (Ord. No. 1651 
§8.) 

(b) In no case shall lot width be less than sixty feet on the building settack line, nor the depth less than that necessary to 
provide the minimum lot size required nor shali the depth be Is^ than eighty-fîve feet, nor greater than three times the width, 
exclusive of rights of way or easements necessary for road purposes; provided, that the Planning Commission may approve lots 
exceeding those minimums where lots are iocated on or adjacent to steep hilisides, rivers or creeks, or where property is to be used 
for business or industriai purposes. 

(c) Lots without frontage on a street shall not be permitied. 

(d) The side lines of lots shall run at right angles to the street upon which tlie lot faces, as far as practicable. 

(e) Double fromage lots of less than two hundred feet in depth shall be aA'oided, except where essential to provide séparation 
of residential development from traffic arteries, or where required by unusual or excessive topographie conditions. When double 
frontage lots are permitted or required, vehicular access rights shall be dedicated to the county along that street designated by the 
Planning Commission. The subdivider may be required to construci walis or fences and improve a planting strip adjacent thereto 
with approved landscaping. 

(f ) Corner lots shall be increased in width to not less than seventy feet on building setback line. 

(g) AU residential lots shall hâve a minimum twenty foot building setback line. Such setback shall be maintained on ail street 
frontages on corner lots. A building setback line shall aiso be provided adjacent to streams and measured from the toe of the 
stream bank outward at a slope of 2.5:1 plus thirty feet or thirty feet outward from the top of bank, whichever is greater, or, 
where stream bank conditions do not reasonably aHow such measurement because of the natural topography, bank érosion or 
other faaors, a width shall be determined to reasonably meet the goals of this chapter. 

(h) Corridor lots (flag lots) may be permitted in hiliside development or difficult topography and imusuai land shape or when 
iots back up to traffic arteries with the approval of the Planning Commission if the lot area conforms to the requirements of the 
zoning district excluding any area necessary for corridor access and the corridor has a minimum width of twenty feet for one lot 
and forty feet combined width for two lots. The access corridor on lots less than 1.5 acres in area shall be paved with asphalt or 
équivalent to a width of tweive feet for its entire length on a single lot and to a combined width of sixteen feet on two iots. 
Corridors of excessive length shall not be permitted. (Ord. Nos, 965 §4, 1137 §4.) 
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Sec. 25-43. Optional design and imprôvement standards. 

Should a subdivider elect to utilize developraent concepts such as cluster, townhouse, condominium or combinations 
diereof, whereby areas of permanent open space would be provided within the subdivision, he may pétition the planning 
commission to reduce the standards established in this article by compliance with each of the following: 

(a) Improve the subdivision design by density control and better community environment; the standards set eut in 
this article conceming streets and lots may be varied only when the gross density of an area is not increased and open 
conmion area is created; provided, that the design has the approval of the planning commission, and where in their 
opinion the déviation will: 

(1) Produce a more désirable and livable community. 

(2) Create better community environment through dedication of public areas, scenic easements, open spaces or 
reforestation of barren areas. 

(3) Reduce the danger of érosion. 

(b) As an incentive to creating better overall communities, the planning commission may authorize déviations of up 
to seventy-five percent réduction in lot size but with no increase in density in the overall development; provided, that 
an area équivalent to the decrease is set aside as common usable open space in aggregates of at least one acre. 

(c) Before any déviation based on improved design shall be authorized, the subdivider shall présent a preliminary map 
of the development to the planning commission for approval prior to filing a tentative subdivision map. This map shall 
show lot arrangement, shape and size, street pattem along with cross sections of proposed roads, area of ail common 
open space and other such information as the planning commission may feel necessary to make their findings. The 
proposed exceptions shall be approved by the planning commission, upon a finding that the variation as authorized will 
resuit in a community which is a substantial imprôvement over the community which could hâve been developed by 
following the requirements set out in this article. 

(d) Where permanent open space or scenic easements are to be provided, the county shall be named as a party to any 
deed restrictions or altemate methods to forever preclude a use other than open space within those areas designated in 
the subdivision. (Ord. No. 1137 § 5.) 

Sec. 25-44. General requirements. 

(a) The subdivider shall provide sufîicient easements or construction, or both, to provide adéquate capacity for storm 
drainage, ensure reasonabie channel stability, and provide adéquate access for maintenance. 

(b) The construction and maintenance of wells and individual sewage disposai Systems shall meet the applicable 
standards or ordinances of the county. 

(c) Ail deed restrictions shall run with the land and be enforceable by any owners of property lying within the 
subdivision. 

(d) In ail respects, the subdivision will be considered in relation to the master plan of the coimty or preliminary plans 
made in anticipation thereof. 

(e) In ail cases, the planning commission shall suggest to the subdivider such measures as will préserve and enhance 
the scenic values of the county and the conditions making for excellence of residential, commercial or industrial 
development. 

(f) Failure of the subdivider to make adéquate provision for required streets, highways, schools, drainage, and other 
planned pubhc facilities, shall be reason to disapprove the tentative map. 

(g) Where technical changes occur within the zoning régulations creating land use standards accommodating 
innovative planning concepts, such as cluster subdivisions, row housing, condominium, scenic easements, open space 
plans, and mobile home park subdivisions, they shall be considered as a supplément to this chapter. 

(h) Repealed. 

(i) Where projects are determined to warrant fiirther geological investigation, a geologist's report shall be required 
which summarizes and illustrâtes the following catégories: 

(1) Areas where standard foundation and other conventional construction techniques are satisfactory; 

(2) Areas where geological hazards may exist but which in the opinion of the geologist can be mitigated, i.e., 
foundation design; 

(3) Areas where géologie suitability is uncertain without additional geotechnical and/or subsurface investigation, 
(j) (1) In areas such as ridges, hilltops, and other key areas judged to be extremely exposed from public roads or other 
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critically visible offsite locations, development shall be prohibited unless adéquate mitigation measures are available. 
In areas of eroding slopes and near drainage ways, development shall be prohibited unless adéquate mitigating measures 
are available. 

(2) Grading for development (building pads, leachfield areas, driveways) shall maximize rétention of natural land 
forms such as roUing hills, ridgetops, areas of extensive végétation and water courses. Grading shall not produce large 
flat planes or sharp angles or intersection with the natural terrain. Slopes shall be rounded and contoured to blend with 
existing terrain. Extensive teiracing shall be prohibited. 

(3) Development shall be encouraged to use the form of the land and végétation to insure séparation of building 
areas and minimal exposure from roads and other building areas. 

(4) The solar exposure of building sites should allow for, at the minimum, basic passive solar heating and cooling 
design éléments consistent with other applicable standards. 

(5) The use of plantings (generally trees) consistent and compatible with those of the area may be required to 
mitigate the extent of exposure of the development area in conjunction with land forms, existing végétation and other 
features. Screening required for shielding of development areas (not necessarily the immédiate house site) shall consist 
of natural materials of the area, preferably using natural végétation or land form modification similar in form to the 
natural terrain. 

(6) Developments exceeding a total of fifty (50) lots and with a density greater than one (1) dwelling unit per 
acre may: 

(a) Provide on-site open space areas for active and passive récréation (active defined as spaces for field and 
group activities such as football, soccer, baseball, tôt lots, playgrounds, etc; passive defined as areas used for sitting, 
walking, and project form). Said areas, where applicable, may be used for storm water rétention, recharge areas, project 
form, or other multiple uses. Need and size of such areas shall be determined by the planning director taking into 
account number of units, size and shape of site, drainage, information derived from an EIR, environmental 
reconnaissance, or other documentation or site characteristics; 

(b) Where a récréation agency (district, department, etc.) exists, a dedication of land in heu of developing 
project related recreational facilities may be approved by PRAC, such approval shall be based on the foUowing: 

(i) Dedication shall consist of a minimum of 400 square feet per lot, 

(ii) There shall be a demonstrated lack of need for additional recreational facilities at the time of 
development of the proposed project 

(7) Projects shall be analyzed for their relationship to the gênerai plan open space plan and spécifie plan open 
space plans, and, where necessary, any adverse impacts mitigated. 

(8) Building envelopes and building setback lines may be required by PRAC to achieve consistency with the 
standards listed in subsections (j)(l) through (i)(9) of this section. 

(9) Ail roads shall be sited in conformity with subsections (j)(l), (j)(2), (j)(3) and (j)(5) cited above. 

(k) (1) Projects consisting of ten (10) lots or more shall provide a minimum of two thousand (2,000) gallons storage 
per lot either in the form of a pressurized distribution System with storage, said storage at the building site, or 
centralized storage equipped to acconmiodate emergency equipment. In any method used, water flow rates shall be five 
hundred (500) g.p.m.. Total storage need not exceed forty thousand (40,000) gallons plus daily flow. Storage may 
consist not only in tanks but also in ponds, lakes, pools, etc., which are accessible for use by emergency equipment. 

(2) For projects consisting of ten (10) lots or fewer, PRAC, after consultation with the local fire district/Califomia 
Department of Forestry (CDF), may require a note placed on the parcel map/fînal map stating that a minimum of two 
thousand (2,000) gallon storage facility for fire protection shall be required at the time of building permit issuance for 
new dwellings. 

(3) A fire management plan shall be prepared and submitted with the subdivision application that includes (but 
is not limited to) identification of fire hazards on the site, the develc^ment's relationship to thèse constraints, necessary 
protection measures, and provision for maintenance of any water System for the project. 

(4) Where projects are proposing a ''tie-in" with existing public or mutual water Systems, the storage requirement 
may be adjusted based on the capability and/or storage capacity of the existing system. 

(5) A design for the cleared area at the building site for a two hundred thirty-six inch (236*0 wheelbase vehicle 
shall be required to insure adéquate emergency vehicle circulation. 

(6) Access for fire protection purposes shall be provided consistent with Section 25-17(j); where deemed ^^ 
necessary by PRAC, additional emergency access may be required. The extent and improvement of same shall dépend ^^^ 
on the circumstances of each case as deemed necessary by PRAC in consultation with the local fire district or (llalifomia ^^ 
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Department of Forestry. 

(I) (1) Development and création of impervious surfaces in a natural recharge area shall be subject to soils 
investigation and mitigation of potential recharge réduction. Should adéquate mitigation not be possible, the project shall 
be denied. 

(2) In order to reduce the offsite peak storm flow generated by projects with a density greater than one (1) 
dwelling unit per acre, rétention ponds, drainage swales, or the use of check dams shall be utilized where deemed 
necessary by PRAC based on density, size of site, shape of site, and topography. 

(3) Drainage improvements for runoff from ail roadways and other impervious surfaces shall be engineered to 
minimize érosion through the use of rocked culvert inlets and outfalls, energy reducers, proper location of culverts, 
reseeding of exposed slopes, and minimizing the use of artifïcial slopes. 

(m) Development allowed under the gênerai plan in designated resource areas shall be permitted subject to the 
foUowing design/siting requirements. 

(1) Design of projects shall recognize the environmental and resource characteristics of the site and be designed 
in such a manner which allows for the préservation and continued production of the particular resource. 

(2) Design of projects in resource areas shall utilize the least productive portion of the site, leaving the productive 
areas intact where possible. The design of projects shall be consistent with other applicable development standards. 

(3) Development shall not adversely affect the natural course or riparian habitat of any stream. Mitigation 
measures shall be required of the project where development may resuit in impacts to such areas. 

(4) Development shall not adversely affect tidal marshes, freshwater marshes, estuaries or marine waters. Impacts 
upon thèse areas by a project shall be mitigated. 

(5) Development shall not adversely affect areas identifîed as signifîcant wildlife habitat, and impacts upon thèse 
areas by a project shall be mitigated. 

(6) Extensive changes or removal of végétation shall demonstrate minimal adverse impacts on micro-climate 
conditions- Erosion protection and revegetation shall be required in ail cases of végétation removal. 

(7) Whenever there is reason to suspect significant archaeological or paleontological sites (as noted in the initial 
study process) within the project area, an appropriate survey by qualified professionals shall be required as part of any 
environmental review and suggested mitigation measures implemented prior to development of the site. 

(8) Development shall not adversely affect the existing volume of any water body, substantially increase chemical 
or nutrient pollution, or otherwise contribute to the détérioration of the quality and quantity of water in any water body. 

(n) (1) Utility lines shall be placed underground on projects with a density greater than one (1) unit/three (3) acres; 
PRAC, after considération of the visual characteristics of the project site and development plan, may require 
undergrounding for projects with a density between one (1) unit/three (3) acres to one (1) unit/fifteen (15) acres; projects 
with a density less than one (1) unit/fifteen (15) acres shall not require undergrounding. Undergrounding shall be in 
accordance with the ruies of public utility and State Public Utilities Commission. 

(2) Where new main utility lines are required, thèse lines and service Unes to the building areas shall be 
undergrounded where densities require undergrounding; where main lines already exist, only service lines to the building 
areas shall be undergrounded. 

(o) Projects shall be designed to minimize the destruction of protected trees. With development permits, a site plan 
shall be submitted that depicts the location of ail protected trees greater than nine (9) inches and their protected 
perimeters in areas that will be impacted by the proposed development, such as the building envelopes, access roads, 
leachfields, etc. Lot Une adjustments, zoning permits and agricultural uses are exempt from this requirement. The 
provisions of this section shall not apply to trees which are the subject of a valid timber harvesting permit approved 
by the state of Califomia. This section shall not be applied in a manner that would reduce allowable density lower than 
that permitted as a resuit of CJE.Q.A. or by other county ordinances or render a property undevelopable. To achieve 
this end, adjustments may be made. 

Agricultural uses exempt from the tree protection ordinance are as follows: The raising, feeding, maintaining, and 
breeding of poultry, fowl, rabbits, fur-bearing animais, and the like, for other than domestic purposes, conunercial hog 
and pig farming, daines, commercial aquaculture, commercial mushroom farming, wholesale nurseries, greenhouses, 
wineries and agricultural cultivation. 

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS 

Applicants are encouraged to use a qualified specialist to establish tree protection methods. 
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1. Protected trees, their protected perimeters and whether they are to be retained or removed are to be clearly 
shown on ail improvement plans that construction is subject to requirements established by Sonoma County to protect 
certain trees. 

2. Before the start of any clearing, excavation, construction or other work on the site, every tree designated for 
protection on the approved site plan shall be clearly delineated with a substantial barrier (steel posts and barbed wire 
or chain link fencing) at the protected perimeter, or limits established during the permit process. The delineation markers 
shall remain in place for the duration of ail work. AH trees to be removed shall be clearly marked. A scheme shall be 
established for the removal and disposai of brush, earth and other débris as to avoid injury to any protected tree. 

3. Where proposed development or other site work must encroach upon the protected perimeter of a protected 
tree, spécial measures shall be incorporated to allow the roots to obtain oxygen, water and nutrients. Tree wells or other 
techniques may be used where advisable. No changes in existing ground ievel shall occur within the protected perimeter 
unless a drainage and aération scheme approved by a certified arborist is utilized. No buming or use of equipment with 
an open flame shall occur near or within the protected perimeter (except for authorized controlled bums). 

4. No storage or dumping of oil, gasoline, chemicals, or other substances that may be harmful to trees shall 
occur within the drip line of any tree, or any other location on the site from which such substances might enter the drip 
Une. 

5. If any damage to a protected tree should occur during or as a resuit of work on the site, the county shall be 
promptly notifîed of such damage. If a protected tree is damaged so that it cannot be preserved in a healthy state, the 
planning director shall lequire replacement in accordance with the arboreal value chart. If on-site replacement is not 
feasible, the applicant shall pay the in lieu fee to the tree replacement fiind. 

6. The foUowing design standards for protected trees shall be adhered to: 

a. Underground trenching for utilities should avoid tree roots within the protected perimeter. If avoidance 
is impractical, tunnels should be made below major roots. If tunnels are impractical and cutting roots is required, it shall 
be done by hand-sawn cuts after hand-digging trenches. Trenches should be Consolidated to serve as many units as 
possible; 

b. Compaction within the drip line or protected perimeter shall be avoided; 

c. Paving with either concrète or asphalt over the protected perimeter should be avoided. If paving over the 
protected perimeter camiot be avoided, affected trees shall be treated as removed for purposes of calculating arboreal 
values; 

d. Wherever possible, septic Systems and/or leachlines shall not be located on the uphill side of a protected 
tree. 

7. Security posted for the purpose of insuring the proper construction of public or private improvements shall 
also include an amount sufficient to secure any requirements imposed pursuant to this section. In addition, security for 
potential tree damage shall be twenty-five percent (25%) of the amount posted for planned tree replacement. In lieu fées 
shall be paid prior to recording any maps. Such security shall not be released until protection requirements, including 
planting replacement trees, and any long term maintenance requirements hâve been satisfactorily discharged. The initial 
bond amount may be reduced to cover only the maintenance and replacement of trees after construction is completed. 

8. The valley oak (quercus lobata) shall receive spécial considération in the design review process to the extent 
that mature spécimens shall be retained to the fullest extent feasible. Valley oaks contribute greatly to Sonoma County's 
Visual character, landscape and they provide important visual relief in urban settings. On existing parcels created without 
the benefît of an accompanying EIR, design review shall focus on the préservation of valley oaks to the fiiUest extent 
feasible. Where such préservation would render a lot unbuildable, partial protection with accompanying appropriate 
mitigations developed by a certified arborist shall be incorporated into the project design. In such cases where only 
partial protection can be achieved, full replacement in accordance with the arboreal value chart shall be required. 

ARBOREAL VALUE CHARTS 

One of the foUowing charts is to be used for determining arboreal values. The applicant shall indicate at time of 
appUcation which chart is to be used. Chart #1 requires analysis to be done only in the development areas (building 
envelopes, access roads, etc.) and requires one hundred percent (100%) replacement or in lieu fées. Chait #2 requires 
analysis of the entire site but allows for removal of up to fifty percent (50%) of the arboreal value. Compensation for 
the loss of greater than fifty percent (50%) arboreal value will require replacement by using the chart. 
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Chart No. I. To be Used for Measuring Trees Removed Only in the Development Areas. 
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This value (the A.V.) is used 
to calculate the replacement number. 

Chart No. 2. Complète Site Analysis. 
(a) To be Used for Measuring Existing Trees on the Entire Site. 
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Subtract the removed arboreal value from the existing arboreal value. If the removed arboreal value is more than fifty 
percent (50%) of the existing, the developer raust replace the différence between removed arboreal value and fîfty 
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percent (50%) of existing arboreal value using the arboreal valiiations. 

*d.b.h. (diameter at breast height, four and one-half feet (4 1/2') above ground) can be calculated by measuring the 
circumference of the tree and dividing by 3.14 or pi. 

ARBOREAL VALUATIONS 

Ail trees to be replaced shall be the same native species as those removed uniess spécifie approval has been granted 
by the planning director. 

1 point A.V. = six 5 gallon trees (can be existing trees on site that are below nine inches (9^ d.b.h. if préservation 

methods are part of the development permit) 
= two 15 gallon trees* 
= $200 in lieu fee** 

2 points A.V. = 24" Box Tree* 

= $400 in lieu fee** 

*The larger trees must corne from nurseries where they hâve been irrigated. They must hâve onsite irrigation to insure 
their survival. 
**Annual average retail cost can be changed to reflect cost increases. 

Replacement trees may be located on residentially zoned parcels of at least one and one half (1 1/2) acres and on any 
commercial or industrial zoned parcel, regardless of size, where feasible. Where infeasible, they may be located on 
public lands or maintained private open space. In lieu fées may be used to acquire and protect stands of native trees 
in préserves or place trees on public lands. 

(p) Protect and encourage agricultural production by establishing a buffer between agricultural production on lands 
either designated in one of the three agricultural land use catégories in the gênerai plan or lands included within the 
"AR" zoning district, where any such lands abut a nonagricultural land use conducted on land outside the three gênerai 
plan land use catégories. Generally, buffers shall be defined as a physical séparation of one hundred (100) to two 
hundred (200) feet Thèse may be modified based upon topographie feature, a substantial tree stand, water course or 
similar existing feature. In some circumstances, a landscaped benn or other mamnade feature may enhance the buffer. 
The requirement for buffer may be modified after hearing by the advisory agency foUowing a written recommendation 
by the agricultural commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the provisions Chapter 26, of Article XXX (Nonconfoiming uses) where the imposition of the buffer 
créâtes a nonconforming condition, expansion or modification of such use may be permitted provided that encroachment 
into the setback does not exceed that of the existing structure. 

Agricultural production as used herein means either an existing agricultural op^ation or an agricultural opération that 
would be a reasonably anticipated use. No buffer or setback shall be created by the acquisition of a portion of a parcel 
devoted to a schnauzer opération. 

(q) The design guidelines set out in Section 26-90-050 of this code (the Taylor Mountain/Sonoma Mountain 
development guidelines) shall be utilized in addition to the provisions of this section in evaluating subdivision 
applications for parcels located within the subject area. Building envelopes and related map notations consistent with 
the provisions of Section 26-90-050 of this code shall be required for each lot. (Ord. No. 5 130 § 2, 1999: Ord. No. 4981 
§ 7, 1996; Ord. No. 4101, 1989: Ord. No. 4014, 1989: Ord. No. 2510 §§ 17—21: Ord. 1137 § 6: Ord. No. 965 § 4.) 

Sec. 25-45. (Reserved.) 
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Article V. Final Map. 

Sec. 25-46. Préparation. 

Within a period of eighteen monihs after approval of thc tentalive map Ihe subdivider may cause the subdivision, or 
any part thereof, to be survcyed and a final map to bc prcparcd in accordancc with the tentative map as approved, Upon 
application of the subdivider, an extension of not cxcccding two planning ycars may be granted by the planning 
commission. (Ord. Nos. 965 § 5, 1 137 § 7. 1144 § 3.) 

Sec. 25-47. Form. 

The final subdivision map shall be clearly and iegibly drawn, printed or reproduced by a process guanmteeing a 
permanent record in bbck on tnicing cloth of good quality. or on polyester base film which has at least one side matte. 
Where ink is used, it shall be bbck wateiproof opaque India ink and shall be on a matte side of film. Typewriting or 
nibber stamps (except notarial seals) shall not be used on final maps submitted for recording. Where ink is used on 
polyester base film, the ink surface may be coated by the county rccorder with a suitable substance to assure permanent 
legibility. The map shall be so made and shall be in such condition whcn filed that good legible copies (positive or 
négative) can be made therefrom. The size of the sheets of the map shall bc eighteen by twenty-six inches. A nuirginal 
Une shall be drawn completely around each sheet Icaving an entircly blank margin of one inch. The scale of the map 
shall be large enough to show ail détails cleariy and enough sheets shall be used to accompiish this end. The boundary 
of the tract shall be designated by a red border applied to thc reverse side of the iracing and on the face of the blue line 
prints. Such border shall not interfère with the legibility of figures or oihcr data. (Ord. No. 965 § 5.) 

Sec. 25-48. Title and description. 

(a) The title sheet shall contain ihe title consi.sting of the tract numbcr, name of the tract (if any), and such names 
shall not be the same as the name of any existing city. town. tract or subdivision of land into lots in this county, of which 
a map or plat has been previously rccordcd. or so nearly thc same as to mislcad thc public or casue confusion as to 
identity thereof, and a "subtitlc" or a gênerai description of ail of thc propcrty bcing subdividcd, by reference to maps 
which hâve been previously rccordcd. or by rcfcrencc to thc plat of thc U.S. survcy. In case thc propcrty included within 
the subdivision lies wholly in unincorporaicd territory. thc following words shall appcar below the title: "In the County 
of Sonoma.** If partly in unincorporatcd territory and panly within an incorporaicd cily, the following words shall be 

used: "Lying Within and Adjoining The Cily of ." Référence to tracts and subdivisions in the description 

shall be worded identically with original records; and références to book and page of record shall be complète. 

(b) Every sheet comprising a map shall bear the scalc. north point. Icgcnd. sheet number and number of sheets 
comprising the map. 

(c) The basis of bearings shall be clearly notcd on each sheet except ccrtificate sheet. 

(d) Maps filed for the purpase of reverting subdividcd land to acrcage shall bc conspicuously so designated with the 
title ^The Purpose of This Map Is A REVERSION TO ACREAGE." 

(e) When a soil report has been prepared, this fact shall bc notcd on thc final map, togeihcr with the date of the report 
and the name of the enginecr making the report. (Ord. No. 965 § 5.) 

Sec. 25-49. Dimensions, bearings and curve data. 

(a) Whenever the County Surveyor has established a System of coordinatcs, thcn the survey shall be lied into such 
System. Until such time as the coordinate System is cstablLshcd, the survcy shall be tied to one of the following: A 
recorded subdivision, a rccordcd survey, a section corner or quaner section corner of record or county or city survey 
monuments. The map shall show clearly what stakcs, monuments or oihcr évidences were found on the ground to 
détermine the boundaries of the tract and thc tics ihcrcto. Thc adjoining corners of ail adjoining subdivisions shall be 
identified by lot numbcrs. if any. tract name and place of record, or by section, township and range, or other proper 
désignation. 
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(b) Suffîcient data should be shown to détermine readily ihc bcaring and length of every lot Une, bloc line and 
boundary line. Dimensions of lots shall be given as to net dimensions lo the boundarïes of adjoining streets and shall 
be shown in feet and hundredlhs of fcet. No ditlo marks shall be used. Bearings and distances of straight lines, and radii, 
central angle and arc lengihs for ail curves as may be necessaiy to détermine the location of the centers of curves shall 
be shown. 

(c) Whenever the County Surveyor or a cily cnginecr has cstablishcd ihc cenicrline of a sireet or alley, the data shall 
be shown on the final map, indicating ail monuments found and making référence to a fillcd book or map. If the points 
were reset by ties, ihat fact shall be stated. (Ord. No. 965 § 5.) 

Sec. 25-49.5. Monuments. 

(a) In making a survey, the engineer or surveyor shall set two permanent monuments within sight of each other in 
each block and with a distance between them which will cnablc an accuratc resurvey of the block. Concrète monument 
pairs shall be placed near enough to ail lot corners so that they may bc readily recstablishcd. The maximum distance 
shall be three thousand fcet (3,000), or less. if required by ihc Couniy Surveyor. Iron pipes, iron pins or iron tees not 
less substantial than one-half inch by thirty inches shall be pbccd at the beginning and end of ail curves, at ail angle 
points in block Unes, and at ail lot corners, 6" x 6" x 36" rcinforced concrète posts with the exact point permanently 
mailced on a meta! pin or dise. In cases where a monument maiidng a lot corner would fall within the line of an 
easement, monuments shall be set on the points wheie the lot line intcrsccts the easement line. Ail monuments shall 
be permanently and visibly marked or tagged with the regisliation number of the surveyor. 

(b) With the approval of the County Surveyor. and in accordancc with the following conditions, permanent monuments 
may be set within the right-of-way of streets and roads. 

(1) Such monuments shall meet ail requirements of subscciion (a) of this section, except as the lequirement of 
two in each block. 

(2) They shall be readily accessible from the strcet area. 

(3) Such monuments shall be set at locations whcrc they arc Icast likcly to be disturbcd by opérations in connection 
with construction, maintenance or repair of roads or streets. and of underground facilities. 

(4) When such monuments arc to bc set within the tnivclcd way within the sidcwalk area. they shall be encased 
in a castiron box and cover shall be set flush with the fmished grade of the pavement or sidcwalk. and the box shall 
be supported independently of the monument. 

(5) The total number of such monuments set shall not bc less than the number which equals twice the number 
of blocks in the subdivision. 

(c) A bench maii: shall be established on at least one permanent monument and its élévation referred to mean sea 
level (USGS) datum shall be shown on the final map. With the approval of the County Surveyor. in lieu of establishing 
the bench mark on a permanent monument, a bench mark may be established on a natural or artiflcial object, permanent 
in nature. In which case, such a bench mark and ils élévation, referred to mean sea level (USGS) datum, shall be shown 
on the final map together with a description of the object and its relation to a lot and block in the subdivision. This bench 
mark may be waivcd by the County Surveyor if it is deicrmincd that such a rcquircmcnt would place an undue hardship 
on the developer. 

(d) Ail monuments and bench marks shall be subject to inspection and approval by the County Surveyor and shall 
be placed prior to the approval of the final map, providcd, that monuments other than those monumenting the exterior 
boundary of the land being subdivided, be set aftcr the recording of the final map if the subdivider's engineer or surveyor 
certifies on the map that the monuments will be set on or before a specificd later date, and if the subdivider fumishes 
to the county a bond or cash deposit guanmieeing the paymcni of the cosi of sctting the monument 

(e) As to those monuments marking the exterior boundarics of the subdivision that may fall in streams or other 
inaccessible positions or with the construction limiis of required improvements, a substantial référence point may be 
set with the approval of the County Surveyor. Upon the compiction of the construction the point on the exterior boundary 
shall be set from the références. If it may bc physically impractical to set a final monument marking a point on the 
exterior boundary, the County Surveyor may approve the setling of a final référence monument or monuments. 

Such monuments marking the exterior boundarics as dcscribcd abovc may bc sel aflcr the filing of the final nrap subject 
to the terms and conditions prescribcd for other monuments to bc set. 
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(0 Engineer shall notify the County Surveyor of Ihe complciiôn of ihc extcrior and interior monumenting, in writing, 
at ieast two weeks prior îo any inspection and approval of such monuments. Monuments shall be set in the field within 
a limit of error of one in five thousand from the location as calculated and shown on the map, (Ord. No. 5 § 5.) 

Sec. 25-50. Contents generaliy. 

The final map shall show ihe foUowing: 

(a) The line of extrême high tide in case the subdivision is adjacent to tidcwater. Any areas subject to periodic 
inundation by flood waier shall be denoted by the words "Subject to Inundation*" in letters one inch high. 

(b) Blocks in tracts containing more than one biock may bc numbcrcd for clarity, in which case blocks shall be 
numbered in numericai order, commencing with the numéral **!" with no omissions or duplications. 

If possible, each block shall ht shown eniirely on one shect; each lot must be shown entirely on one sheet 

(c) The center and sidelines of ail streets. the total width of ail su-ects. the width of the portion being dedicated and 
the width of existing dcdications. and the width of each side of the ccntcrline, aiso the width of railroad right of way 
appearing on the map. 

(d) The sidelines of ail easements to which the lots are subject. Easements shall be clearly labeled and identified and 
if already of record, their recordcd référence given. If any eascmcnt is not dcfinitcly locatcd of record, a statement of 
such easement shall appear on the tille sheet. Easements for storm drain scwcrs and oiher purposes shall be denoted 
by fine dotted lines. Building Unes shall be indicated by dashcd Unes of the same width as the Unes denoting street 
boundaries. Distances and bearings on the sidelines of lots which arc eut by an easement shall be arrowed or so shown 
that the map will indicate clearly the actual Icngths of the lot Unes. The width of the easement and sufficient lengths 
and bearings of the line thereof to definitely locate the easement with respect to the lot lines shall be shown. If the 
easement is being dedicated by the map, it shall bc propcrly set oui in ihc owncr's ccrlificate of dedicaiion. Ali notes 
or figures pertaining to the easement shall be considerably smallcr and lighicr than those relaiing to the subdivision itself. 

(e) Names of ail streets as approved by the planning commission. 

(0 Ail lots intended for sale or rcserved for privatc purpo.scs, ail parcels offercd for dedicaiion for public purposes 
and any private streets which hâve becn pcmiillcd pursuanl to ihis chaplcr, with ail dimensions, boundaries and courses, 
shall be clearly shown and defincd in cvcry case. Parcels offercd for dedicaiion but nol acccptcd shall be designated 
by lelter, and streets offcred but not acccptcd for dedicaiion shall hâve in.scricd ihc words **Nol A Public Street.'' 

(g) AU other data which is or may be rcquircd by law. (Ord. No. 965 § 5.) 

Sec. 25-51 . Certif icates to appear on final map. 

(a) A certificate signed and acknowlcdgcd by ail panics, with such exceptions as provided in the Subdivision Map 
Act, having any recorded tille interest in the l:uid being subdividcd conscnting to the préparation and recordation of the 
map, and offering for dedicaiion ail parcels shown and intended for public u.sc. subject to any réservations contained 
in such offer. 

(b) A certificate by the civil engineer or licenscd surveyor responsiblc for ihc survcy and final map made in accordance 
with the Subdivision Map Act. The signature of such civil engineer or surveyor. unless accompanied by his seal, must 
be attested. 

(c) A certificate for exécution by the County Surveyor. 

(d) A certificate for exécution by the clcrk of each approving goveming body, which certificate may include a 
statement of approval of bond or other securiiies guarantccing paymcnt of tax liens and indicating approval of the map 
and action on offers of dedicaiion. 

(e) A certificate for exécution by the County Rccordcr. 

(f) Any other certificate requircd by bw. (Ord. No. 965 § 4.) 

Sec. 25-52. Data to accompany final map. 

The following data shall accompany the final map whcn submittcd to the County Surveyor for checking: 

(a) A traverse sheet or shecis in a form approved by the County Surveyor giving bearings, distances and coordinates 
of the boundary of the subdivision, blocks. lots and ccnicrlincs of ihc roads thcrcin; 

(b) A preliminary certificate of tille to the bnd as to holdcrs of record litlc inicrcst. and the nature of their interests; 
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(c) In addition to (he tracings. there shall be filed two sets of blucline or bbckline cloth prints and one set of pï^r 
prints; 

(d) A tax ceitificate and security, if necessary, to cover taxes and assessments against the propeity which are a lien 
but which are not yet payable. Acceptable fonns of security are cash, cashier's checks or time certifîcates of deposit 
drawn on commercial iending institutions insurcd by the fédéral govcmmcnt, and made payable to the Sonoma County 
tax collecton 

(e) A cash deposit or surety bond of an amount csiimatcd by the county surveyor for the cost of public improvements 
if such improvements arc not complète and accepted by the county upon filing tfie final map; 

(0 A subdivision improvement agreemcnt signed by the subdividcn 

(g) A statement or certifîed copy thereof, from the agency providing the public water supply that ail improvements 
required by the agency hâve been or will be installed in accordance with the standards established by this chapter together 
with information as to the source and adequacy of the supply: 

(h) A listing of individual lot sizes or lot calcubtions on ail lots containcd in the final subdivision map. The additional 
information shall be on a separate document in a writtcn. typcd or other format acceptable to the Sonoma County 
surveyor. The document shall identify the final map to which it relates and contain a statement that the additional 
infonnation is for informational purposes, and is not intendcd to affcct record title interest: 

(i) Any other items required by law. (Ord. No. 4495 § 2, 1992: Ord. No. 1 144 § 3: Ord No. 1 137 § 7: Ord. No. 965 
§5.) 
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Sec. 25-53. Filing. 

The subdivider shall file the final map with the county surveyor for checking and approval at least twenty (20) days prior 
to the meeting of the board of supervisors at which approval is expected. After the final map has been checked by the county 
surveyor, the subdivider or his agent shall make any necessary corrections as directed and return the final map with ail cer- 
tificates executed, together with the necessary prints and any required bond, to the county surveyor by noon of the Wednes- 
day preceding the meeting of the board of supervisors at which considération of the map is desired. (Ord. No. 965 § 5.) 

Sec. 25-54. Dedication of land; actions by board of supervisors. 

(a) AH parcels of land shown on any final map and intended for any public use shall be offered for dedication for public 
use except those parcels which are intended for the exclusive use of the lot owners in the subdivision, their licensees, visi- 
tors, tenants and servants. 

(b) When ail the certificates which appear on the final map, except the approval certificates of the board of supervisors, 
hâve been signed, the county surveyor will file the map with the county clerk for action by the board of supervisors. The 
board shall at its next meeting or within a period of not more than ten (10) days after such filing, approve such map, if the 
same conforms to ail the requirements of the Subdivision Map Act, and this chapter. In the event that ail improvements re- 
quired by law or conditions imposed upon the approval are not completed, the board may enter into an agreement with the 
subdivider as provided in Section 25-58. In the case of a final map, the board of supervisors shall at the time of its action 
thereon, accept or reject any or ail offers of dedication. 

(c) Upon the approval of any final map and after the signatures and seals hâve been affixed, the clerk of the board of 
supervisors shall transmit the map to the county recorder who shall, if he finds the map in proper order, record the same upon 
payment of the required fee and présentation of a map filing certificate by the subdivider. (Ord. No. 965 § 5.) 

Sec. 25-55. Repealed. (Ord. No. 1 875 § 7.) 

Article VI. Public Improvements. 

Sec. 25-56. Generally. 

The subdivider shall make or agrée to make ail required improvements in accordance with the standards set forth in Sec- 
tion 25-57 and to the satisfaction of the county surveyor and may include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(a) Improvement of streets, installation of curbs and gutters where required, barriers where required and provision for 
drainage and construction of drainage structures necessary to the heaith, convenience and safety of the public. 

(b) The subdivider shall make application for an encroachment permit as provided in this code, and shall, under the tenns 
of such permit improve the extension of ail subdivision streets, highways or public ways to the intersecting paving Une of 
any county road. 

(c) Provision shall be made for such domestic water supply as may be necessary to protect public heaith. Such water 
supply may be by: 

(1 ) Connection to a public utility, in which case a letter from the public utility shall be submitted showing its ability 
to serve the proposed subdivision and évidence indicating that a satisfactory agreement has been entered into for such ser- 
vice. 

(2) Establishment of a mutual water System, in which case the divider shall, prior to the filing of the final map, sub- 
mit évidence that the source of supply is adéquate and potable and that the mutual water company has been formed 

(3) (i) Domestic water supply must be provided from either an approved public water System or froin an individual 
source for each parcel. Any proposai to share a water source with five (5) or more connections requires compliance with the 
Pure Water Law (Health and Safety Code, Section 40 1 et seq.). Any proposai to share a water source with two (2) to four 
(4) connections requires establishment of an entity which meets the approval of the heaith officer to operate and maintain the 
System. Design of water Systems of two (2) or more connections shall be in conformance with Sonoma County water Sys- 
tems standards. 

(ii) Ail subdivision applications within area4 as shown on that certain mapentitled "Groundwater Availability" 
(on file with the Sonoma County permit and resource management department and available for public inspection) and 
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served by individual wells shall meet the following requirements relating to groundwater prior to recordation of the parcel 
map: 

(a) That a well or wells on each new undeveloped lot yield a minimum of one (1) gallon per minute for a 
sustained yield, metered pump test of twel ve ( 1 2) hours or eight (8) hours in accordance with the Sonoma County permit and 
resource management department's well pump test guidelines; 

(b) A note shall be indicated on the parcel map or similar document that this minimum shall be accompanied 
at the time of residential construction with a requirement of a minimum of one thousand ( 1 ,000) gallons of storage capacity. 
Said capacity may be stored in the well hole itself or in storage tanks or in any combination thereof; 

(c) A yield of three (3) gallons per minute will require five hundred (500) gallons of storage under the above 
testing procédure. A yield of five (5) gallons per minute will require no storage; 

(d) Testing to meet the above yield requirements shall be conducted from July 15th to October Ist. This 
time may be extended by the project review and advisory committee in the case of successive dry years; 

(e) Pump tests shall be performed by or under the direction of a licensed water well drilling contractor 
(C57), pumping contractor (C6 1/D21), a registered civil engineer or a registered geologist. The director of pennit and re- 
source management department shall be notifïed a minimum of twenty-four (24) hours prior to the pump testing of wells or 
springs; 

(f) Test wells shall be sealed as required by Section 25B-5 or completed immediately upon completion of 
the test or before the driller leaves the site in order to prevent accidentai injury to people and animais. A well log on each test 
well shall be submitted to the Sonoma County pennit and resource management department upon completion of the test; 

(g) On lots greater than twenty-five (25) acres (gross) in size, the project review and advisory committee 
may waive the requirement of test wells. The parcel map or similar document shall contain a note relating to the lack of évi- 
dence of groundwater availability; 

(iii) Ail subdivision applications within area4 as shown on that certain map entitled "Groundwater Availability" 
(on file with the Sonoma County permit and resource management department and available for public inspection) and 
served by a water System shall meet the following requirements relating to groundwater prior to recordation of the parcel 
map: 

(a) That the well or wells supplying the water system yield a minimum of one (I) gallon per minute per 
dwelling unit by a sustained yield, metered pump test of the following duration: 

(1) Each dwelling unit is a connection to the well. Wells with one (1) to two (2) connections: test of 
twelve (12) hours or eight (8) hours in accordance with the Sonoma county permit and resource management department's 
well pump test guidelines. 

(2) Wells with three (3) to four (4) connections: test of twenty-four (24) hours or sixteen ( 1 6) hours in 
accordance with the Sonoma County permit and resource management department's well pump test guidelines. 

(3) Wells with five (5) or more connections: test of at least seventy-two (72) hours after the dynamic 
pumping level has been established. A réduction of the seventy-two (72) hour metered pumping test may be granted by the 
administrative authority if it is indicated that the sustained yield well production is two (2) or more times greater than re- 
quired. Under no circumstances shall the test be less than forty-eight (48) hours; 

NOTE: AIso see Section 64563 of the Califomia Code of Régulations for detennination of source capacity for Systems 
with five (5) or more connections 

(iv) In water scarce areas bordering on known groundwater or recharge basins (generally within five hundred 
feet (500')) the project review and advisory committee may waive the well requirement upon submission of évidence of 
groundwater availability. Such évidence shall include, but not be limited to, geology reports, well log data, and historical 
documentation. 

(v) The project review and advisory committee upon reason to believe the existence of sait, bacteriological, 
minerai or other contamination, shall require a water quality test for such wells to be conducted by a State Department of 
Health certified laboratory. Test results shall be submitted to the Sonoma County permit and resource management depart- 
ment for approval or disapproval. 

(vi) If springs are to be used as the primary domestic water source, yields from springs and the required storage 
capacity shall meet the same minimum requirements as for wells. Springs shall be perennial. The water collection facilities 
from the springs shall be designed to the satisfaction of the Sonoma County permit and resource management department. 
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(vii) In areas designated waterscarcearea4ormarginaI wateravailability area3 onthegroundwateravailabil- 
ity map, a report by a registered geologist shall be prepared as required by gênerai pian policy RC-3h. Test wells may be 
required in marginal water availability areas 3 and 4 where doubt exists as to the possibility of developing water. 

(viii) An annual review of the groundwater availability map shall be made so that new data and information 
can be utilized to keep the map up-to-date. 

(d) Provision shall be made for adéquate sewage disposai by: 

( 1 ) Connection to sanitary sewer when available, in which case a letter shall be submitted from the goveming board 
of the sewer System showing the ability of the System to handle sewage from the proposed subdivision and évidence that a 
satisfactory agreement has been entered into for connection to the System. In addition, the subdivider shall give such guar- 
anty or shall post a bond as deemed necessary to ensure the installation or proper sewer facilities within the proposed subdi- 
vision. Proper sewer facilities shall be considered as the installation of service laterals to the property line of each lot. 

(2) (i) Minimum lot size shall be one and one-half acres where individual sewage disposai and water supply Sys- 
tems are necessary, unless the size and shape of the site and surrounding parcels allow for a lesser lot size. Minimum lot size 
shall be one (1 ) acre where individual sewage disposai Systems are necessary but water is available from an approved public 
water System. Thèse lot sizes are exclusive of rights-of-way and/or easements. In either case, there shall be sufficient area on 
the parcel to accommodate a private sewage disposai System for a typical three (3) bedroom house plus unencumbered area 
to expand or replace this System by two hundred percent (200%). 

(ii) Evidence shall be provided of suitable soil percolation characteristics to meet current criteria of the Sonoma 
County public health service and the basin plan of the appropriate régional water quality control board. Some parcels require 
testing during the officiai "wet-weather" season. 

(iii) Leachfield areas must be located a minimum of one hundred feet (1 00') horizontally from the contour of the 
ten (10) year flood élévation of perennial waterways and fifty feet (50') horizontally from the top of bank of ephemeral wa- 
terways or drainage courses. 

(iv) Leachfield areas shall be a minimum of one hundred feet (100') from existing or proposed well sites, 
springs, seepage areas, océans, lakes, or réservoirs. The présence of springs, seepage areas, or shallow water tables may ne- 
cessitate approval of the proposai by a registered geologist or certified engineering geologist. 

(v) On parcels where drainage may adversely affect septic field function, an approval by a registered civil engi- 
neer and/or provision of drainage easements may be required. 

(vi) Leachfields shall be located to avoid areas of land slippage or instability and shall not be placed in areas 
where land slippage or instability could be induced or accelerated by leachfield discharge. In areas designated potentially 
unstable, an analysis by a registered or engineering geologist will be required. 

(vii) Additional conditions necessary to supplément those established for the tentative map to ensure compliance 
with sewage disposai régulations prior to filing the final map may be required by PRAC. 

(viii) Preliminary percolation testing and soil profile analysis will be required on major subdivisions prior to 
filing the tentative map in order to détermine whether the proposed density and lot design are feasible. Reports on at least 
one ( 1 ) percolation test hole per lot and one ( 1 ) soil profile hole per five (5) lots must be submitted. Soil profile holes may be 
reduced if conformity to a given soils type can be established. Additional testing will be required prior to filing the final map 
to fully substantiate suitable disposai area. 

(ix) Location of leachfields shall not be on slopes of greater than thirty percent (30%). 

(3) Provision shall be made for any and ail railroad crossings necessary to provide access to or circulation within the 
proposed subdivision, including the préparation of ail documents necessary for application to the State Public Utilities 
Commission for the establishment of a public crossing. Ail costs necessitated by the establishment and improvement of such 
crossings shall be assumed by the subdivider. (Ord. No. 5489 § 3, 2004: Ord. No. 2510 § 24; Ord. No. 965 § 6.) 

Sec. 25-57. Standards for construction. 

(a) Ail improvements required by this chapter shall conform to good civil engineering pracfice and, in particular, shall 
comply with the spécifie requirements in effect at the time of approval of the tentative map as contained in the following 
documents, which are incorporated herein by référence. 

(1) Sonoma County Road Standards Code (1973 revision). 

(2) Sonoma County Water System Standards. 

(3) Sonoma County Sewer System Standards. 
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(4) Sonoma County Flood Control and Water Conservation District Design Standards for Waterways, Channels, and 
Closed Conduits. 

Copies of sucii documents are on file in tiie office of the clerk of the board of supervisors and the county surveyor where 
they are avaiiable for public inspection. (Ord. No. 1 6 1 § 1 .) 

Sec. 25-58. Park land dedîcation. (Ord. No. 3622, 3627; 1986) 



(a) Requirements. 

( 1 ) At the time of approval of the tentative map, the advisory agency shall detemiine the land required for dedication 
or in lieu fee payment. As a condition of approval of a final or parcel map, the subdivider shall dedicate land, pay a fee in 
lieu thereof, or both, at the option of the advisory agency, for neighborhood and community park or recreational purposes at 
the time and according to the standards and fomiula contained herein. In the event park and recreational services are pro- 
vided by a public agency other than the county, the amount and location of land to be dedicated or fées to be paid shall be 
detemiined by the county after consultation with such public agency. 

(2) Notwithstanding the requirements set forth in the first paragraph of this subsection (a), the board of supervisors 
may, with respect to any particular subdivision, waive the dedication or fee requirements imposed by this section if it fmds 
that there are spécifie overriding fiscal, économie, social or environmental factors which, in the judgment of the board, 
would benefit the county and thereby justify approval of the subdivision without receipt of the dedication or fee otherwise 
required. 

(b) General Standard. It is hereby found and determined that the amount of existing recreational and community park 
area exceeds five acres of property for each one thousand (1 ,000) persons residing within this county. Therefore, in accor- 
dance with Government Code Section 66477, each subdivider shall dedicate land or pay an in-lieu fee, in order to provide 
five (5) acres of park area per one thousand (J,000) persons residing in the proposed subdivision. 

(c) Formula for Dedication of Land. Where a park or récréation facility has been designated in the county of Sonoma 
gênerai plan or applicable spécifie plan and is to be located in whole or in part within the proposed subdivision to serve the 
immédiate and future needs of the résidents of the subdivision, the subdivider shall dedicate land for a local park sufficient in 
size and topography that bears a reasonable relationship to serve the présent and fiiture needs of the résidents of the subdivi- 
sion. The amount of land to be provided shall be detennined pursuant to the following fomiula: 



• 



Average No. ofPersons/Unit - , -^ ^ ;; '^ =" minimum acreage dedication 

park acreage standard of 5 acres 



(Example for single-family dwelling unit (DU): 

3.6- 



1,000 

5 



0.180 acres/DU 



The following table of population density is hereby established pursuant to Section 66477(b) of the Government Code: 

Park Land Dedication Formula Table 



Types of Dwellings 


Average 
Density/DU 


Acreage/DU 
(5 ac. std.) 


Single-Family 


2.80 


.0140 


Multi-Family Medium-Low 


2.24 


.0112 


Multi-Family Medium-High 


2.17 


.01085 


Apartments, Second Units 


1.90 


.0095 



Dedication of the land shall be made in accordance with the procédures contained in subsection (j). 
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For the purposes of this section, the number of new dwelling units shall be based upon the number of parcels indicated on 
the map when in an area zoned for one dwelling unit par parce!. When ail or part of the subdivision is located in an area 
zoned for more than one dwelling unit per parcel, the number of proposed dwelling units in the area so zoned shall equal the 
maximum allowed under that zone. In the case of a condominium project, the number of new dwelling units shall be the 
number of condominium units. The term "new dwelling unit" does not include dwelling units lawfully in place prior to the 
date on which the tentative map is approved. 

The subdivider shall, without crédit: I ) provide full street improvements and utility connections including, but not limited 
to, curbs, gutters, street paving, traffic control devices, street trees, and sidewalks to land which is dedicated pursuant to this 
section; 2) provide for fencing along the property line of that portion of the subdivision contiguous to the dedicated land; 3) 
provide improved drainage through the site; and 4) provide other minimal improvements which the advisory agency déter- 
mines to be essential to the acceptance of the land for recreational purposes. 

(d) Formula for Fées in Lieu of Land Dedication. 

( 1 ) General Formula. If there is no park or récréation facility designated in the Sonoma County gênerai plan or ap- 
plicable spécifie plan to be located in whole or in part within the proposed subdivision to serve the immédiate and future 
needs of the résidents of the subdivision, the subdivider shall, in lieu of dedicating land, pay a fee equal to the value of that 
land, plus 20% toward costs of off-site improvements, prescribed for dedication in subsection (c) and in an amount deter- 
mined in accordance with the provisions of subsection (t), such fee to be used for a local park in accordance with the provi- 
sions of subsection (k). For the purposes of this article, off-site improvements are defined as those improvements which 
would hâve been required if land had been dedicated using the provisions of subsection (c). 

(2) Fées in Lieu of Land; fifty (50) Parcels or Less. If the proposed subdivision contains fifty (50) parcels or less, the 
subdivider shall pay a fee equal to the land value, plus twenty percent (20%) toward costs of off-site improvements, for the 
portion of the local park required to serve the needs of résidents of the proposed subdivision as prescribed in subsection (c) 
and in an amount determined in accordance with the provisions of subsection (f). However, nothing in this section shall pro- 
hibit the dedication and acceptance of land for park and récréation purposes in subdivisions of fifty (50) parcels or less, 
where the subdivider proposes such dedication voluntarily and the land is acceptable to the county. 
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(3) Use of Money. The money colleaed hereundcr shall be used only for the purpose of acquiring necessary land and 
developing new or rehabilitadng existing park or recreanonal fadlides reasonabJy related to serving the subdivision as provided in 
subsecQon (k). 

(e). Criteriafor Requiring Both Dedication and Fee. In subdivisions of more than fîfty (50) parcels, the subdivider shall both 
dedicate land and pay a fee in Ueu thereof in accordance -with the following formula: 

(1) When only a portion of the land to be subdivided is proposed in the Sonoma County Genei'al Plan or applicable 
Spedfic Pian as the site for a local park, such portion shall be dedicated for local park purposes and a fee computed pursuant to 
the provision of subsection (f) shall be paid for the value of any additionai land, plus 20% towaid costs of off-site improvemenrs, 
that wouid hâve been required to be dedicated pursuant to subsection (c) 

(2) When a major part of the local park or récréation site has already been acquired by the County and only a small 
portion of land is needed fh>m the subdivision to complète the site, such remaining portion shall be dedicated and a fee computed 
pursuant to the provision of subsection (f) shall be paid in an amount equal to the value of the iand, plus 20% toward costs of of f- 
site improvements, whicfa would otherwise bave been requ i re d to be dedica te d pursuant to subsection (f), such fées to be used for 
the improvement of the existing park and récréation fadiity or for the improvement of other local parks and récréation fadhties 
in the area serving the subdivision as provided in subsection (k). 

(f) Amount ofFee in Ueu ofLand Dedication. When a fee is to be paid in lieu of land dedication, ttie amount of such fee 
shall be based upon the fair market value of the amount of land which wouid otherwise be required for dedication pursuant to 
subsection (c), plus 20% toward costs of off-site improvements, such as extension of utility lines. The fee shaU be determined by 
the following formula: 

DUsx^x — l2E15-_ X ^^ = subtotal X 6/5 m lieu fee = in lieu fee 

DU 1,000 people Buildafoie acre 

where 

DUs = Number of dwelling units as defined in subsection (c) 

Pop 

----= population per dwdling unit 

FMV =: fair market value, as determined by subsection (g) 

Buildable acre — a typicai acre of the subdivision, with a slope less tiian 10%, and located in other than an area on which 
buflding is exduded because of flooding, easements, or other restrictions. 

Fées to be collected pursuant to this section shall be approved by the advisory ^ency. 

(g) Détermination ofFair Market Vaiue. The fair markâ value shall be determined by the County with a wntten appraisai 
report prepared and signed by an appraiser acceptable to the County. The cost of the appraisai shall be borne by the subdivider. 
The appraisai shall be made immediateiy prior to the fîling of the parce! map or final map. The subdivider shall notiiy the County 
of the expected fîling date at least six (6) weeks prior to fîling of the parcd map or final map. If more than one (1) year dapses 
prior to fîling the final map, the County wiU prépare a new appraisai and wîEl bill the subdivider for the costs of the reaj^raisal. 
Such bill must be i>aid prior to fîling the fînai map. For purposes of this artide, the détermination of the fair market value of 
buUdable acre, as defîned in subsection 9(1) shall consider, but not necessarily be limiyi»H to, the foQowing: 
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(I ) approval of and conditioiis of the tentative subdivision map 

(2) the gênerai pian 

(3) zoning 

(4) property location 

(5) off-site improvements fa rilitaTin g use of the pr op ei- ty 

(6) site rha r arrr ri stics of the piopa ty 

If the subdivider objects to the determined faxr marka value, he/she may appeai to the advisory agency having original 
jurisdictionoverthe map. The burden ofproofshafl lie "with the subdivider to demonstiate that the value of the property exceeds 
that value frced by the appraisaL 

(h) Détermination ofLandorFee. Whether the advisory agency aocepts land dedication or dects to require payment of a fee 
in tieu thereof, or a combioation of bcfth, sfaaU be detérsûned by considération of the foilowing: 

(1 ) The naniral feanires, access, and location of land in the subdivision available for dedication; 

(2) The size and shapeof the subdivision and land.avaiiabie for dedication; 

(3) The feasibîlicyof dedication and opération of the site; 

(4) The cooqiatibility of dedication f^ the Sonoma County General Plan or applicable Spedfîc Plan; and 

(5) The location ofeasting and pioposedpark sites and traiiways. 

Ç) Crédit for Private Open Space. Cretfit sfaall be given for private open space in the subdivision only as faeremafter provided. 
Where private open space usable for active recreatioiial purposes is provided in a proposed planned development, real estate 
devdopment, stock coopeza^e, commumty apartmeot project, or condominium as defîned in sections 1 10Q3, 1 1003. 1, 1 1003^ 
11003.4 and 11004 of the Business and Professions Code, and section 783 of the Civil Code, partial crédit, not to exceed 50%, 
shall be given against the requirement of land dedication or payment of fées inlieuthereof if the advisory agency fînds that it is in 
the public interest to do so and that an of the foilowing ^andards are met: 

(1) Yards, court areas, setbacks, and other open areas re quii c d by the zoning and building ordinances and régulations 
shaQ not be induded in the computation of sucfa private open space; and 

(2) Private park and récréation fadBties shall be owned by a homeowners' association composed of ail pr opert y owners 
in the subdivision and being an incorporated nonprofô organization capable of a dissolution only by a 100% ^fînnative vote of 
the membership operated under recorded land agreements timn^ whicfa eadi lot owner in the ndghborfaood is automatically a 
membex; and eadi lot is subjea to a dxarge for a proportionate share of expenses for xnaintaxning the fadlities; 

(3) Use of the pzxvate open space is resthcted for park and récréation purposes by a recorded covenant which runs with 
the land in favor of the future owners of the pt o p a iy and whicfa cannot be defeated or Hinrinaînl without the consem of the 
Coimty or its successor; and 

(4) The proposed private open space is reasonabiy adaptable for use for park and récréation purposes, taking into 
considération such factors as size, siôpe, topography, geoiogy, acce ss. and location; and 

(5) FadÎTtfes proposed for the open space are in substantial accordance with the provisions of the General Plan and 
applicable Spedfic Plan; and 

(6) The open space forix^ndi crédit is given is generaOy a minimnm ofthree acres and provides ail of the local park basic 
déments listed bdow, or a combinadon of such and other recrcation inq>rovements that win meet the spedfic récréation needs of 
future résidents of the area: 

6) Recreational open spaces, vriàcii are generaOy defined as paik areas for active récréation pursuits such as soccer; 
^If, basd^alU softban, and fooâsaU, and han^ at lest one acte of maintained turf with less than 5% slope. 

Oî) Court areas, which are generaOy defïned as tennis courts, badmxmon courts, shuffleboard courts, or similar 
hard-surfaced areas espedally dpsigncd and exdusivdy used for court games. 

On) Recreational swinnning areas, which are defined gecerally as fenced areas devoted primarily to swimming, div- 
ing, or both. They must also îndudr decks, lawned area, bathhouses, or other facfliries devdopnxi and used exdusivdy for 
swinuning and diving and consisting of no less than 15 square feet of water surface area for each 3% of the population of the 
subdivision with a mirtimimi of 800 square feet of water surface area per pool together with an adjacent deck and /or lawn area 
twice that of the pooL 

(tv) Récréation buOdings and fadlities designed and primaiily used for the recreational needs of résidents of the 
devdopment. 
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(j) Procédure. 

(1) At the time of approval of the tentative map, the advisory agency shall détermine pursuant to subsection (c) of 
this section, the land required for dedication. If the advisory agency, at its option, requires in-Heu fee payment by subdivider, 
the advisory agency will set the amount of land upon which the in-lieu fee will be based at the time of final or parcel map 
approval. 

(2) At the time of filing of the final or parcel map, the subdivider shall dedicate the land or pay the fées as required 
by the advisory agency as established at the time of tentative map approval; provided, however, that the advisory agency 
may defer payment of the fee to the building permit stage. If the payment is deferred, a note shall be placed on the final map 
indicating that a proportionate fee will hâve to be paid prior to the issuance of a building permit for each residential dwelling 
unit to be constructed on each of the lots created from the subject property. In-lieu fées will be established using current land 
values at the time of final or parcel map approval with the formula set forth in subsection (f) of this section. The advisory 
agency shall set the in-lieu fee based on the fair market value of the land as detennined using the process set forth in sub sec- 
tion (g) of this section. 

(3) Open space covenants for private park or récréation facilities shall be submitted to the county prior to approval 
of the final or parcel map and shall be recorded contemporaneously with the final or parcel map. 

(k) Disposition of Fées. 

(1) Fées determined pursuant to subsection (f) of this section shall be paid to the county through the régional parks 
department and shall be deposited into one ( 1 ) of the régional park trust funds. A separate régional park trust flind or account 
shall be established for each of the régions designated on the map attached to the ordinance codified tn this section as Exhibit 
"A" and incorporated herein by référence. Fées collected from subdivisions shall be deposited into the régional park trust 
fund covering the région in which the subdivision is located. Money in each such fund, including accrued interest, shall be 
expended solely for acquisition or development of park land within the boundaries of the respective région, the rehabilitation 
thereof, or improvements related thereto. 

(2) Collected fées shall be appropriated or paid for a spécifie régional park project in a budgetary year within five 
(5) years upon receipt of payment or within five (5) years after the issuance of building permits on one-half of the lots cre- 
ated by the subdivision, whichever occurs later. If such fées are not so committed, thèse fées, less an administrative charge, 
shall be distributed and paid to the then record owners of the subdivision in the same proportion that the size of their lot 
bears to the total area of ail lots in the subdivision. 

(3) The director of the régional parks department shall report to the board of supervisors at least annually on the in- 
come, expenditures, and the status of each of the régional park trust funds. 

(1) Exemptions. 

( 1 ) The provisions of this chapter do not apply to commercial or industrial subdivisions, nor do they apply to con- 
dominium projects or stock coopératives which consist of the subdivision of airspace in an existing apartment building which 
is more than five (5) years old when no new dwelling units are added. Nonresidential subdivisions containing less than five 
(5) parcels shall be exempted from the requirements of this section; provided, however, that a condition shall be placed on 
the approval of such parcel map that if a building permit is required for construction of a residential structure or structures on 
one (1) or more of the parcels the fee may be required to be paid by the owner of each residential parcel as a condition to the 
issuance of such permit. 

(2) Where land has been unconditionally offered for dedication and accepted or where a fee has been uncondition- 
ally paid pursuant to the provisions of a duly adopted spécifie plan which, by its ternis, has estabUshed a comprehensive park 
land dedication and fee program, no dedication or fee shall be required pursuant to this section; provided, however, that this 
exemption shall not apply if the developer challenges, administratively or otherwise, the fee or dedication requirement estab- 
lished by the spécifie plan. 

(m) Subdivider Provided Park and Récréation Improvements. The value of public park and récréation improvements pro- 
vided by the subdivider to the dedicated land shall be credited against the fées or dedication of land required by this ordi- 
nance. The advisory agency reserves the right to approve such improvements prior to agreeing to accept the dedication of 
land and to require in-lieu fee payments should the land and improvements be unacceptable. If the amount of the crédit ex- 
ceeds the value for the land which would otherwise be dedicated or the amount of the fées which would otherwise be paid, 
the subdivider shall not be entitled to use any portion of the crédit to offset fées exacted for other than park purposes. 

(n) Agency to Accept Land and Fées. Land or fées required under this chapter shall be conveyed or paid directly to the 
Sonoma County régional parks department for disbursal to the area in which the proposed development will be located. The 
régional parks department shall develop a schedule pursuant to Section 66477 of the Government Code specifying how. 
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when, and where it will use the land or fées, or both, to develop park or recreational facilities to serve résidents of the subdi- 
vision. 

(o) Access. AU land offered for dedication to local park or recreational purposes shall hâve access to at least one ( 1 ) ex- 
isting or proposed public street. This requirement niay be waived by the advisory agency if the agency détermines that public 
Street access is unnecessary for the maintenance of the park area or use thereof by résidents. 

(p) Sale of Dedicated Land. If, during the ensuing time between dedication of land for park purposes and commencement 
of first-stage development, circumstances arise which indicate that another site would be more suitable for local park or rec- 
reational purposes serving the subdivision and the neighborhood (such as receipt of a gift of additional park land or a change 
in school location), the land may be sold upon the approval of the board of supervisors with the resuhant funds being used 
for purchase of a more suitable site within the same régional park area. 

(q) Responsible Department. The régional parks department shall be the department responsible for the administration of 
this section. Disbursement of funds collected pursuant to this section shall not be made until approved by the board of super- 
visors. 

(r) Option to Pay Fiat Fee. 

(1) Notwithstanding anything else contained in this section to the contrary, when a subdivider is required to pay a 
fee pursuant to this section, such subdivider may elect to pay a flat fee of two thousand nine hundred ninety four dollars 
($2,994.00) per residential unit in lieu of the fee otherwise due under this section. This flat fee is based on estimated cost of 
developing régional and community park facilities to service the county. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to 
authorize the payment of a flat fee in those instances where the advisory agency is requiring a dedication of land. 

(s) Reimbursement for Supplemental Improvements. The advisory agency may require a subdivider to install improve- 
ments for the benefit of the subdivision which may contain supplemental size, capacity or number for the benefit of property 
not within the subdivision and that such improvements shall be dedicated to the public. In the event of the installation of 
such improvements, the county shall enter into an agreement with the subdivider to reimburse the subdivider for that portion 
of the cost of such improvements equal to the différence between the amount it would hâve cost the subdivider to install such 
improvements to serve the subdivision only and the actual cost of such improvements. Nothing set forth in this section shall 
prohibit the county from denying a subdivision where reimbursement funds are unavailable and the subdivider refuses to 
construct the improvements neces'sary to mitigate impacts of the proposed subdivision at his or her cost. The county may 
utilize any of the following methods to pay the costs of reimbursement: 

( 1 ) Collect from other persons, including public agencies, using such improvements for the benefit of real property 
not within the subdivision, a reasonable charge for such use; 

(2) Contribute to the subdivider that part of the cost of the improvements that is attributable to the benefit of real 
property outside the subdivision and levy a charge upon the real property benefited to reimburse itself for such cost, together 
with interest thereon, if any, paid to the subdivider; 

(3) Establish and maintain local benefit districts for the levy and collection of such charge or costs from the property 
benefited; 

(4) Establish and maintain mitigation fee accounts within a defined area or district for the purpose of the levy and 
collection of fées necessary to construct the improvements which are required to serve cumulative build-out of such area or 
district; 

(5) Establish and maintain benefit areas for drainage and sanitary sewer facilities or bridge and major thoroughfare 
improvements as anticipated by Government Code Sections 66483, 66484, 66488 and 66489. (Ord. No. 5778 § 3, 2008; Ord. 
No. 5721 § 2, 2007; Ord. No. 5658 § 2, 2006; Ord. No. 5554 § 2, 2005; Ord. No. 5483 § 2, 2004; Ord. No. 5412 § 2, 2003; 
Ord. No. 5337 § 2, 2002; Ord. No. 5283 § 2, 2001; Ord. No. 5233 § 2, 2000; Ord. No. 5155 § 2, 1999; Ord. No. 5105 § 2, 
1998; Ord. No. 5018 § 2, 1997; Ord. No. 4942 § 2, 1996; Ord. No. 4864 § 2, 1995; Ord. No. 4777 § 2, 1994; Ord. No. 4396 
§ 2, 1991; Ord. No. 4161 § 2, 1990; Ord. No. 3974, 1989; Ord. No. 3627, 1986; Ord. No. 3622, 1986.) 
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Sec. 25-58.1 Parie iand dedication (Urkfieid-Wikiup). 

(a) Requiiements. At the tiine of approval of the tentative map, the advisory agency shaU detemiine the Iand requiied 
for dedication or in-lieu fee payment As a condition of q}proval of a final or parcel map, the subdivider shall dedicate 
Iand, pay a fee in lieu theieof, car both, at the option of the advisory agency, for neighborhood and community paiic or 
recreational puiposes at the time and according to the standards and foimula contained herein. In the event paik and 
recreational services are provided by a public agency other than the county, the amount and location of Iand to be 
dedicated or fées to be paid shall be detennined by the county after consultation with such public agency. 
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(b) General Standard. It is hereby found and determined that the amount of existing recreational and community pari: area 
exceeds fïve acres of property for each I.OOO persons residing within this County. Therefore, in accordance with Government 
Code section 66477, each subdivider shall dedicate land or pay an in-lieu fee, in order to provide five (5) acres of park area per 
1,000 persons residing in the proposed subdivision. 

(c) Formula for Dedication ofLand. Where a park or recreation facility bas been designated in the County of Sonoma General 
Plan or applicable Spécifie Plan and is to be iocated in whole or in part within the proposed subdivision to serve the immédiate 
and future needs of the residents of the subdivision, the subdivider shall dedicate land for a local park sufficient in size and 
topography thaï bears a reasonable relationship to serve the present and future needs of the residents of the subdivision. The 
amount of land to be provided shall be determined pursuant to thefollowing formula: 

,TT • . 1,000 population j j- .- 

Average No. of Persons/Umt + ^—^ = minimum acreage dedication 

park acreage standard of 5 acres 

(Example for single-family dwelling unit (DU): 

3.6 + 1:592.= .0180 acres/DU 
5 

The following table of population density is hereby established pursuant to section 66477(b) of the Government Code: 

Park Land Dedication Formula Table 

Average Acreage/ 

Types of Dwellings Density /DU Density Range (5 ac. std.) 

Single-Family 3.6 3.3 and up .0180 

Multi-Family, Medium-Low 3.1 2.9 — 3.2 .0155 

Multi-Family, Medium-High 2.5 2.2 - 2.9 .0125 

Apartments, Second Units 1.8 1.5 — 2.1 .0090 

Dedication of the land shall be made in accordance with the procédures contained in subsection (j). 

For the purposes of this section, the number of new dwelling units shall be based upon the number of parcels indicated on the 
map when in an area zoned for one dwelling unit per paicel. When ail or part of the subdivision is Iocated in an area zoned for 
more than one dwelling unit per parcel, the number of proposed dwelling units in the area so zoned shall equal the niaximum 
allowed under that zone. In the case of a condominium project, the number of new dwelling units shall be the number of 
condominium units. The term "new dwelling unit" does not include dwelling units lawfully in place prior to the date on which 
the tentative map is approved. 

The subdivider shall, without crédit: 1) provide fuU street improvements and utility coimections including, but not limited to, 
curbs, gutters, street paving. traffic control devices, street trees, and sidewalks to land which is dedicated pursuant to this section; 
2) provide for fencing along the property line of that portion of the subdivision contiguous to the dedicated land: 3) provide 
improved drainage through the site: and 4) provide other minimal improvements which the advisory agency détermines to be 
essential to the acceptance of the land for recreational purposes. 

(d) Formula for Fées in Lieu ofLand Dedication. 

(1) General Formula. If there is no park or recreation facility designated in the Sonoma County General Plan or applicable 
Spécifie Plan to be Iocated in whole or in part within the proposed subdivision to serve the immédiate and future needs of the 
residents of the subdivision, the subdivider shall, in lieu of dedicating land, pay a fee equal to the value of that land, plus 20% 
toward costs of off-site improvements, prescribed for dedication in subsection (c) and in an amount determined in accordance 
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with the provisions of subsection (f), such fee to be used for a local park which bears a reasonable relationship to serve the 
présent and future résidents of the area being subdivided. For the purposes of this article, off-site improvements are defined as 
those improvements which would hâve been required if land had been dedicated using the provisions of subsection (c), 

(2) Fées in Lieu of Land; 50 Parcels or Less. If the proposed subdivision contains fifty (50) parcels or less, ûie subdivider 
shall pay a fee equal to the land value, plus 20% towaid costs of off-site improvements, for the portion of die local paik required 
to serve the needs of résidents of the proposed subdivision as prescribed in subsection (c) and in an amount determined in 
accoidance with the provisions of subsection (f). However, nothing in this section shall prohibit the dedication and acceptance 
of land for park and recreation puiposes in subdivisions of fifty (50) parcels or less, where the subdivider proposes such dedication 
voluntahly and the land is acceptable to the County. 

(3) Use of Money. The money collected hereunder shall be used only for the purpose of acquiring necessary land and 
developing new or rehabilitating existing paik or recreational facilities reasonably related to serving die subdivision. 

(e) Criteria for Requiring Both Dedication and Fee. In subdivisions of more than fifty (50) parcels, the subdivider shall both 
dedicate land and pay a fee in lieu thereof in accordance with the foUowing formula: 

(1) When only a portion of the land to be subdivided is proposed in the Sonoma County General Plan or applicable 
Spécifie Plan as the site for a local paik, such portion shall be dedicated for local paik purposes and a fee computed pursuant to 
the provision of subsection (f) shall be paid for the value of any additional land, plus 20% towaid costs of off-site improvements, 
that would hâve been required to be dedicated pursuant to subsection (c). 

(2) When a major paît of die local park or recreation site has alieady been acquiied by the County and only a small 
portion of land is needed from the subdivision to complète the site, such remaining portion shall be dedicated and a fee computed 
pursuant to the provision of subsection (f) shall be paid in an amount equal to the value of the land, plus 20% towaid costs of 
off-site improvements, which would otherwise hâve been required to be dedicated pursuant to subsection (f), such fées to be used 
for the improvement of the existing park and recreation facility or for the improvement of other local parks and recreation facilities 
in the area serving the subdivision. 

(f) Amount ofFee in Lieu ofLand Dedication. When a fee is to be paid in lieu of land dedication, the amount of such fee 
shall be based upon the fair maricet value of the amount of land which would otherwise be required for dedication pursuant to 
subsection (c), plus 20% towaid costs of off-site in^jrovements, such as extension of utility Unes. The fee shall be determined 
by the foUowing formula: 

DUS X — liE^ — X ^^ = subtotal x 6/5 in Ueu fee = in Ueu fee 

1,000 people buildable acre 

where 

DUs = Number of dwelling units as defined in subsection (c) 

— ^ = population per dweUing unit 
DU 

FMV = fair market value, as determined by subsection (g) 

Buildable acre = a typical acre of the subdivision, with a slope less than 10%, and located in other than an aiea on which building 
is excluded because of flooding, easements, or other restrictions 

ï«es to be coUected pursuant to this section shall be approved by the advisory agency. 

(g) Détermination of Fair Market Value. The fair maiket value shall be determined by the County with a written appraisal 
report prepared and signed by an appraiser acceptable to die County. The cost of the appraisal shaD be borne by the subdivider. 
The appraisal shall be made immediaiely prior to the filing of the parcel map or final map. The subdivider shall notify the County 
of the expected filing date at least six (6) weeks prior to filing of the paicel map or final map. If more than one (1) year elapses 
prior to filing the final map, die County wiU prcpare a new appraisal and wiU bill the subdivider for the costs of the reappraisal. 
Such bill must be paid prior to filing the final map. For purposes of tiiis article, the détermination of the fair market value of 
buildable acre, as defined in subsecuon (f) shall consider, but not necessarily be limited to, the foUowing: 
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(1) approval of and conditions of the tentative subdivision map 

(2) the gênerai plan 

(3) zoning 

(4) property location 

(5) off-site improvements facilitating use of the property 

(6) site characteristics of the property 

If the subdivider objects to the deteraiined fair market value, he/she may appeal to the advisory agency having original 
jurisdiction over the map. The burden of proof shall lie with the subdivider to demonstrate the value of the property exceeds that 
value fixed by the appraisal. 

(h) Détermination ofLand or Fee. Whether tiie advisory agency accepts land dedication or eiects to requirc payment of a fee 
in lieu thereof , or a combination of both, shall be determined by considération of the foUowing: 

(1) The natural features, access» and location of land in the subdivision available for dedication; 

(2) The size and shape of the subdivision and land available for dedication; 

(3) The feasibility of dedication and opération of the site; 

(4) The compatibili^ of dedication with the Sonoma County General Plan or applicable Spécifie Plan; and 

(5) The location of existing and proposed parie sites and traiiways. 

(i) Creehtfor Private Open Space. Crédit shaU be given for private open space in die subdivision only as hereinafter provided. 
Wheie private open space usable for active lecieadonal puiposes is provided in a proposed plaimed development, real estate 
development, stock coopérative, coimnunity apartment project, or condominium as defined in sections 11003, 11003.1, 11003.2, 
11003.4 and 11004 of the Business and Professions Code, and section 783 of the Civil Code, partial crédit, not to exceed 50%, 
shall be given against the requirement of land dedication or payment of fées in lieu thereof if the advisory agency iinds that it 
is in the public interest to do so and that ail of the following standards are met: 

(1) Yards, court areas, seâ>acks, and other open areas required by the zoning and building ordinances and régulations 
shall not be induded in the computation of such private open space; and 

(2) Private park and recreadon facilities shall be owned by a homeowners' association composed of ail property owners 
in the subdivision and being an incorporated nonprofît organization capable of a dissolution only by a 100% affirmative vote of 
the membership operated under recorded land agreements through which each lot owner in the neighborhood is automatically a 
member, and each lot is subject to a charge for a proportionate share of expenses for maintaining the facilities; 

(3) Use of the private open space is restricted for park and recreadon purposes by a recorded covenant which runs with 
the land in favor of the future owners of the property and which cannot be defeated or eliminated without the consent of the 
County or its successor; and 

(4) The proposed private open space is teasonably adaptable for use for park and récréation purposes, taking into 
considération such faaors as size, shape, topogr^hy, geology, access, and location; and 

(5) Facilities proposed for the open space aie in substantial accordance with the provisions of the General Pl^ and 
applicable Spécifie Plan; and 

(6) The open space for which crédit is given is generally a minimum of three acres and provides ail of the local park 
basic éléments listed below, or a combination of such and other récréation improvements that will meet the spécifie récréation 
needs of future résidents of the area: 

(i) Recreational open space, which are generally de&ied as park areas for active récréation pursuits such as soccer, 
golf, baseball, softball, and football, and hâve at least one acre of maintained turf with less than 5% slope. 

(ii) Court areas, which are generally defined as tennis courts, badminton courts, shuffleboard courts, or similar hard- 
surfaced areas especially designed and exclusively used for court games. 

(iii) Recreational swimming areas, which are defined generally as fenced areas devoted primarily to swimming, diving, 
or both. They must also include decks, lawned aiea, bathhouses, or other facilities developed and used exclusively for swimming 
and diving and consisting of no less than 15 square feet of water surface area for each 3% of the population of the subdivision 
with a minimum of 800 square feet of water surface area per pool together with an adjacent deck and/ or lawn area twice that of 
the pool. 

(iv) Récréation buildings and facilities designed and primarily used for the recreational needs of résidents of the de- 
velopment. 
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(j) Procédure. ^JF 

(1) At the time of approval of the tentative map. the advisory agency shall détermine pursuant to subsection (c) the land 
required for dedîcation. If the advisory agency rcquires in lieu fee payment by the subdivider, the advisory agency will set the 
amount of land upon which the in lieu fee will be based at the time of final or parcel map approval. 

(2) At the time of filing of the final or parcel map, the subdivider shall dedicate the land or pay the fées as lequired by 
the advisory agency as established at the time of tentative map approval; provided, however, that the County may defer payment 
of the fee to the building permit stage. If the payment is deferied, a note shall be placed on the final map indicating that a 
proportionate fee will hâve to be paid prior to the issuance of a building permit for each residential dwelling on the subject 
property. In lieu fées will be established using current land values at the time of final or paicel map approval with the formula 
set forth in subsection (f). The advisory agency shall set the in lieu fee based on the fair maiket value of the land as determined 
using the process set forth in subsection (g). 

(3) Open space covenants for private park or récréation facilities shall be submitted to the County prior to approval of 
the final or parcel map and shall be recorded contemporaneously with the final or parcel map. 

(k) Disposition ofFees. Fées determined pursuant to subsection (f) shall be paid to the County through the Régional Parks 
Department and shall be deposited into a Larkfield-Wildup subdivision paik trust ftind, or its successon Money in said fund, 
includmg accrued interest, shall be expended solely for acquisition or development of park land within the Laïkfield-Wîkiup 
Study area, the rehabilitation thereof, or improvements related thereto. CoUected fées shall be appropriated or paid for a spécifie 
Project to serve résidents of the subdivision in a budgetary year with five years upon receipt of payment or within five years after 
the issuance of building permits on one-half of the lots created by tlœ subdivision, whichever occurs later. If such fées are not 
so committed, thèse fées, less an administrative charge, shall be distributed and paid to the then record owners of the subdivision 
in the same proportion that the size of their lot bears to the total aiea of ail lots in die subdivision. The Director of the Régional 
Pazks Department shall report to the Board of Supervisons at least annually on income, expenditures, and status of the Larkfield- 
Wikiup subdivision park trust fund. 

(1) Exemptions. 

The provisions of the onJinance do not apply to commercial or industrial subdivisions,, nor do they apply to condominium 
projects or stock coopératives which consist of the subdivision of aiispace in an existing apaitment builcting which is more than 
five years old when no new dwelling units are added. Noniesidential subdivisions containing less than five parcels shall be 
exempted from the requirements of ttàs ordinance; provided, however, that a condition shaU be placed on the approval of such 
parcel map that if a building permit is required for construction of a residential structure or structures on one or more of the 
parcels the fee may be required to be paid by the owner of each residential parcel as a condition to the issuance of such permit. 

(m) Subdivider Provided Park and Récréation Improvements. The value of public park and récréation improvements provided 
by the subdivider to the dedicated land shall be credited against the fées or dedication of land required by this ordinance. The 
advisory agency reserves the right to approve such improvements prior to agreeing to accept the dedication of land and to requiie 
in lieu fee payments should the land and improvements be unacceptable. If the amoimt of the crédit exceeds the value of the land 
which would otherwise be dedicated or the amount of the fées which would otherwise be paid, the subdivider shall not be entitled 
to use any portion of the crédit to offset fées exacted for other than park purposes. 

(n) Agency to Accept Land and Fées. Land or fées required under this ordinance shall be conveyed or paid diiectiy to the 
local public agency which provides park and recreational services on a conmiuniiy-wide level and to the area within which the 
proposed development will be located, if such ^ency elects to accept tfie land or fee. At the time of tentative map approval, the 
advisory agency shall détermine whelher the County or other public agency is the appropriate local agency. The County or other 
local public agency to which ihe land or fées are conveyed or paid shall develop a schedule pursuant to section 66477 of the 
Govenunent Code specifying how, when, and where it will use the land or fées, or both, to develop park or recreational facilities 
to serve résidents of the subdivision. 

(o) Access. Ail land offeied for dedication to local park or recreational purposes shall hâve access to at least one existing or 
proposed public street. This requirement may be waived by the advisory agency if the agency détermines that public street access 
is unnecessary for the maintenance of the park area or use thereof by residents. 

(p) Sale of Dedicated Land. If, during the ensuing time berween dedication of land for parie purposes and commencement of 
first-stage development, circumstances arise which indicate that another site would be more suitable for local park or recreational 
purposes serving the subdivision and the neishborhood (such as receipt of a gift of additional park land or a change in school 
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location), the land may be sold upon the approval of the board of supervisors with the résultant fiinds being used for pur- 
chase of a more suitable site. 

(q) The Sonoma County régional parks department shall be the department responsible for the administration of this sec- 
tion. Disbursement of flinds collected pursuant to this section shall not be made until approved by the board of supervisors. 

(r) ( 1 ) Notwithstanding anything else contained in this section to the contrary, when a subdivider is required to pay a 
fee pursuant to this section, such subdivider may elect to pay a flat fee of two thousand nine hundred ninety four dollars 
($2,994.00) per residential unit in lieu of the fee otherwise due under this section. This flat fee is based on the estimated cost 
of developing community parks to serve the study area. 

(2) The board of supervisors may, on an annual basis, change the flat fee established by this section in order to re- 
flect changes in the cumulative assessed value of residential property within the county or on such other basis as the board 
may then détermine. (Ord. No. 5788 § 4, 2008; Ord. No. 5721 § 4, 2007; Ord. No. 5658 § 4, 2006; Ord. No. 5554 § 4, 2005; 
Ord. No. 5483 § 4, 2004; Ord. No. 5412 § 4, 2003; Ord. No. 5337 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 5233 § 4, 2000; Ord. No. 5155 § 4, 
1999; Ord. No. 5105 § 4, 1998; Ord. No. 5018 § 4, 1997; Ord. No. 4942 § 4, 1996; Ord. No. 4864 § 4, 1995; Ord. No. 4777 
§ 4, 1994; Ord. No. 4396 § 5, 1991; Ord. No. 4195 § 2, 1990; Ord. No. 4161 § 5, 1990; Ord. No. 3605, 1986.) 

Sec. 25-59. Reserved. 

Article VII. Improvement Agreements. 

Sec. 25-60. Improvement agreements. 

If the improvement works required pursuant to this chapter are not satisfactorily completed before the filing of the final 
map, the owner(s) of the subdivision shall, prior to or concurrently with the approval of such map, enter into an agreement 
with county, agreeing to hâve the work completed within the time required, and specifying that should such work notbe sat- 
isfactorily completed within the time limit, the county may complète ail specified improvements and be completely reim- 
bursed for such improvements by the owner of the subdivision. In addition, no permit for development shall be issued for 
subdivisions for which a parcel map is required until the construction of off-site or on-site improvements has been completed 
or, pursuant to an agreement between the subdivider and the county has been satisfactorily secured as provided below. Any 
such improvement agreement shall be approved as to form by county counsel and shall at a minimum provide: 

(a) Construction of ail improvements per the approved plans; 

(b) Completion of improvements within two (2) years from approval of the final or parcel map. This completion date 
may be extended by the advisory agency as provided in this chapter; 

(c) Warranty by subdivider that construction will not adversely affect any portion of adjacent properties; 

(d) Payment of inspection fées in accordance with the county' s established fées and charges; 

(e) Improvement security; 

(f) Maintenance and repair of any defects or failures and causes thereof; 

(g) Release of the county Irom ail liability incurred by the development and payment of ail reasonable attomey's fées 
that the county may incur because of any légal action arising from the development; 

(h) Engineer's certifications of approved construction. 

Any such agreement may recognize and allow for the subdivider to seek to initiate and consummate proceedings under an 
appropriate assessment act for the financing and completion of the improvements so long as the subdivider remains respon- 
sible to construct the improvements at the subdivider' s expense. Any agreement to construct or install ofif-site improvements 
on land in which the county does not hâve sufficient title or interest, shall be conditioned to require action at such time as the 
county obtains an interest in the land which will permit the improvements to be made. Any such agreement upon a reversion 
of the subdivision or a part thereof to acreage. 

Sec. 25-61 . Extension of improvement agreements. 

The completion date for any improvements to be constructed under an improvement agreement may be extended by the 
advisory agency upon written request by the subdivider and the submittal of évidence to justify such extension. The request 
shall be made not less than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of the improvement agreement. In considération of the 
extension, the following will be required: 
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(a) Revision of the improvement plan to provide the current design and construction standards required by the responsi- 
ble department; 

(b) Revised improvement construction estimate to reflect current improvement costs as approved by the responsible de- 
partment; 

(c) Increase of improvement securities in accordance with revised construction estimâtes; 

(d) Increase in any inspection fées to reflect current fées. 

The advisory agency may impose additional requirements as it may deem necessary or convenient as a condition to ap- 
proving any time extensions for the completion of improvements. 

Sec. 25-62. Improvement security required. 

The fumishing of security shall be required in connection with any improvement agreement. No final or parcel map may 
be approved until ail required security has been received and approved. Unless a différent form of security allowed in Gov- 
ernment Code Section 66499 is specifically authorized by the board of supervisors, the form of the security to ensure per- 
formance, payment of labor and materials, maintenance and warranty, shall be one (1) or a combination of the following: 

(a) A bond or bonds by one (1) or more duly authorized corporate sureties in the form set forth in Government Code 
Sections 66499.1 and 66499.2; 

(b) A deposit, either with the county or a responsible escrow agent or trust company of money or negotiable bonds of 
kind approved for securing deposits of public monies; 

(c) An instrument of crédit or a set aside letter from one ( 1 ) or more financial institutions subject to régulations by the 
State or fédéral govemment and pledging that the funds necessary to carry out the act or agreement are on deposit and guar- 
anteed for payment. 

Sec. 25-63. Amount of security. 

(a) A performance bond or security in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the estimated construction cost to 
guarantee the construction or installation of ail improvements shall be required of ail subdivisions. An additional amount of 
fifty percent (50%) of the estimated construction cost shall be required to guarantee the payment to the subdivider's contrac- 
tor, subcontractors, and to persons fumishing labor, materials or equipment for the construction or installation of improve- 
ments. If a set aside letter is used as security, an additional twenty percent (20%) of the estimated construction cost will be 
required in addition to the one hundred fifty percent (150%) as stated above. 

(b) The estimate of construction or installation costs shall be as approved by the county and shall provide for: 

( 1 ) Not less than five percent (5%) nor more than ten percent (10%) of the total construction cost of contingencies; 

(2) Increase for project inflation computed to the estimated midpoint of construction; 

(3) In addition to full amount of the security, there shall be included costs and reasonable expenses and fées, includ- 
ing attomey and expert fées, incurred in enforcing the obligation secured. 

(c) The estimate of maintenance costs for items such as landscaping and irrigation shall include estimated maintenance 
for up to five (5) years. 

Sec. 25-64. Warranty security. 

Upon acceptance of dedicated subdivision improvements by the county, the subdivider shall provide security in the 
amount as required by the county to guarantee the improvements throughout the warranty period. The amount of the war- 
ranty security shall be not less than ten percent (10%) of the cost of the construction of accepted improvements and 
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not less than twenty percent (20%) of the cost of improvements which are not dedicated to and accepted by the county. 
The security shall be retained for the one (1) year wananty period. 

Sec. 25-65. Monument security. 

To the extent permitted by Chapfer 4, Article 9 of the Subdivision Map Act and this chapter, monuments may be set 
after the recording of the final map if the subdivider's engineer or surveyor ceitifies on the map that the monuments 
will be set on or befcne a specified later date, and provided that the subdivid»* fumishes security pursuant to an 
agieement with the county guaianteeing the payment of the cçst of setting the monuments. 

Sec. 25-66. Release of improvement securities. 

(a) Pafarmance Security. The perfcvmance security for dedicated improvements shall be released (xûy upon accq)tance 
of the improvements by the county and when the ^pioved wananty security has been fîled with the county. The 
perfonnance security for other improvraients shall be released only upon satisfactory passage of final inspection and/or 
receipt of the engineer*s certification of satisfactoiy conpletion as requiied for the improvement and when any required 
maintenance and/or wananty agreements and security hâve been delivered to the county. 

(b) Material and Labor Security. Security given to secuie payment to the contractor, subcontractws, and to persons 
fumishing labor, materials or equipment may, five (5) days after passage of the time within which claims of lien are 
required to be reconled pursuant to Civil Code Secticm 3114 et seq. and after acceptance of the work be reduced to an 
amount equal to the amount of ail claims therefor filed and of which notice has been given to the county. The balance 
of the security shall be released upon the setdement of ail such claims and obligations for which the security was given. 

(c) Wananty Security. The wananty security shall be released upon satisfactory completion of the wananty period 
provided: 

(1) AU defîciencies appearing on the wananty defîciency list for tiie subdivision hâve been corrected; 

(2) Not less than twelve (12) months hâve elapsed since die acceptance of the improvements by the county or 
the fîling of the notice of completion by the subdivider, whichever is later. 

(d) Monument Security. The monument security shall be released upon satisfactory completicxi of the mcHiumenting 
work and receipt of évidence that the cost of the monumenting has been paid and that the engineer or surveyor doing 
such woik has receipted for such payment. 

(e) Partial Release of Security. Paitial release of perfonmance security and material and labor security may be aUowed 
by the board of supervisors once in ccmnection with any improvements which hâve been bonded for under the provisions 
of the Subdivision M^ Act of the Sonoma County Code. The partial release may occur no sooner than one (1) year 
after the security has been posted and is subject to the following rules: 

(1) A reduced security may be apinoved in an amount determined by the county surveyor, but in no case shall 
an amount less than twenty percent (20%) of the original amount of security be approved; 

(2) The reduced security shall be sufficient to cover the estimated cost of unfinished improvement work, possible 
damage b) completed work which may occur prior to completion of ail required improvements, the amount of material 
and labor security for work which has not been completed, and any reasonable expenses and fées including attomey 
and expert fées, incurred in enforcing the obligation secured. (Ord. No. 3502 § 1.) 

Sec. 25-67. Délégation. 

Unless specified otherwise, where this article requires county approval of improvement agreements, extensions, security, 
or release of security, the board of supervisors hereby delegates to the county surveyor the authority to approve and 
exécute the agreement, extension, security or release of security. (Ord. No. 3288.) 

Sec. 25-70. Définition of iot line adjustment. 

(a) Lot line adjustment is a minor realignment of boundary lines between two (2) or more existing légal parcels, where 
the land taken fi^om one (1) parcel is added to an adjacent parcel. For purposes of this définition, unless exempted by 
the planning director, a request shall be deemed minor only if ail the following statements are true: 
(1) No parcel is completely relocated; 
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(2) No parcel is reduced in size by more than thirty percent (30%) or enlarged by more than one hundred percent Ê^k 
(100%); W^ 

(3) No existing parcel is subject to merger or otherwise undevelopable; and 

(4) The adjustment is not subject to the Califomia Environmental Quality Act, (ŒQA) pursuant to Section 25- 
70^. 

(b) Applications for a lot Une adjustment shall be pnx^ssed in accoidance with Section 25-70 et seq. of this chapter. 
Wherc the relocation of boundaiy lines is not "minor,** the request shall be deemed a "parcel reconfiguration" and shall 
be processed in accoidance with Section 25-1 U of the Subdivision Oïdinance. (OnL No. 4399 § 2, 1991.) 

Sec. 25-70^. Environmental leview of boundary relocations. 

The relocation of parcel boundaries shall be subject to the (Zalifomia Environmental (Quality Act (C£.Q-A-) if any 
of the foUowing is tnie: 

(a) The adjustment has possible impacts, or increases the potential fco* impacts on a sensitive or protected environment, 
or an area of hazardous or critical concem; or 

(b) The adjustment request involves five (5) or more parcels, or parcels which hâve been lot line adjusted in the 
previous two (2) years, and could resuit in cumulative ch* significant adverse impacts, to include, but not limited to, 
growth inducing effects, effects which change the pattem of land use, population density or natural Systems. (Ord. No. 
4399 § 3, 1991.) 

Sec. 25-70.3 Lot Une adjustment application requirements. 

Applications for lot line adjustments, as defîned by Section 25-2, shall include the following information: 

(a) An accurate eight and one-half inch (SW^ by eleven inch (ll'O site plan which depicts for each parcel included 
the location of existing and proposed boundary lines, parcel sizes, dwellings, structures, sewer lines, utilities, roads, 
easements, sewage Systems, wells and other water supplies, and drainage. The site plan shall be prepared by a licensed 
land surveyor or a registered civil engineer; 

(b) A title report or other disclosure setting forth the names and recorded document numbers of ail owners and holders 
of bénéficiai interests in the parcels to be adjusted; 

(c) A completed q)plication form and indemnification agreement; 

(d) Cunent ownership deeds and, if necessary, proof of existing légal parcel status; 

(e) A cunent assessors parcel map and a location map; 

(f) A processing fee as prescribed by ordinance of the board of supervisors. In additicm to the processing fées 
prescribed in Ordinance 4057*, lot line adjustment lequests involving more than two (2) parcels shall be charged a 
siq)plemental application fee for each additional parceL Application fées may be adjusted by die board of supervisas; 

(g) A proposai statement describing the purpose of the lot line adjustment The proposai statement should also indicate 
the desired final parcel sizes and include a request to voluntanly merge any and ail parcels and parcel fragments 
undeiiying the final parcel configuration; 

(h) Where an adjustment is proposed between parcels in différent land use or zoning districts, a concurrent application 
for a zone change, gênerai plan, and/or spécifie plan amendment shall be submitted as necessary to ensure district 
boundaries coïncide with the résultant property lines. This requirement may be waived, if the planning department finds 
that the proposed changes are insignificant; 

(i) Other information as deemed necessary to verify the developabUity of an existing parcel or adequately review the 
proposai. (Amended during 12-92 supplément; Ord. No. 4399 §§ 5, 6, 1991.) 
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Sec. 25-70.4. Processing lot Une adjustments. 

(a) Lot Une adjustments shall be processed in accordance with the foUowing provisicms: 

(1 ) Upon detennining the application to be complète, the planning department shall refer the application to county 
departments, area agencies, and other interested parties for comments and recommendations. AD refeiral responses shall 
be directed to the planning department within fourteen (14) days; 

(2) Upon completion of the rcfenal period, the planning dqaitment shall rcview the lot Une adjustment proposai 
for conformance with the approval criteria set foith in Section 25-705 and shall administratively approve, deny or 
conditionally approve the lequest; 

(3) In lieu of the above procédures, if a hearing is requested or any significant issues or protests are laised during 
the refenal period, the planning éspaitmcnt may refer such lequest to PRAC for a final detennination. PRAC shaU hâve 
the authority to approve, deny or conditionally approve lot line adjustments after conducting a duly noticed public 
hearing; 

(4) The final décision shall be mailed to the applicants, and those who submitted comments dming the referral 
period. Décisions may be appealed within ten (10) calendar days pursuant to Section 25-13.5. (Ord. No. 4399 § 6, 1991.) 

Sec. 25-70.5 Lot Une adjustment approval criteria. 

(a) Décisions on lot line adjustments shall be based on a det^mination of whether or not the lesulting parcels, as 
conditioned, wiU conform with local zoning and building ordinances. For puiposes of this section, "zoning and building 
oïdinances" shall include aU county codes, ordinances, and gênerai plan poUcies which relate to the develc^ment of real 
property or the construction of improvements thereon excspting those improvements, exactions and dedications requiied 
of subdivision requests. 

(b) The résultant parcels shall be reviewed to assess the foUowing: 

(1) The résultant parcels comply with the lot sizes, setbacks, and other development criteria of the zoning ordinance 
and gênerai plan; 

(2) The résultant parcels will hâve suitable building sites outside of géologie or flood hazard areas, and sensitive 
"open space" areas; 

(3) The résultant parcels wiU hâve légal access to a pubUc road w right-of-way; 

(4) The résultant parcels wiU hâve adéquate potential for suitable water supply and sewage disposai; and 

(5) The lot design achieves an acceptable and justifiable configuration which fosters sound land use pattems. 

(c) Notwithstanding the above, whœ existing parcels do not conform witii county standards, a lot line adjustment 
may be apivoved if it increases the overaU conformity of the parcels with the above criteria. The decision-making body 
will hâve the discrétion to deny such requests, or condition approvals to achieve a greater degree of conformity. 

(d) Where the development of an existing parcel is not feasible because of physical constiaints arising from size, shape, 
soil, géologie ccMiditions, water availabiUty or inaccessibiUty, and such parcel is proposed to become developable through 
the lot Une adjustment process, the county may deny such requests en* require the résultant parcels to comply with the 
minimmn lot size and density of the zoning district 

(e) For puiposes of this section "feasible" means capable of being accomplished in a successful manner within a 
reasonable period of time, taking into account économie, environmental, légal, social and technological factors. Where 
an existing parcel would qualify as developable except for lack of one (1) of the foUowing: suitable septic and leachfield 
site, adéquate water supply. or légal access, such parcel shaU be considered developable 'if the shortcoming can be 
remedied by a recorded easement over an adjacent parcel. Where the developabiUty of an existing parcel is disputed, 
the burden of {voof shaU Ue with the appUcant. 

(f) An adjustment shaU not be approved if it increases the oveiaU subdivision potential between adjacent parcels 
beyond that prcviously aUowed by the density unless such s^proval is conditioned to require a rezoning to a "67" or 
other restrictive zoning. 

(g) Adjustments which involve a parcel within the Williamson Act, may be approved only if the resultant parcels wiU 
comply with the county's agricultuial préserve guideUnes. 

(h) Adjustments which involve sections of railroad right-of-ways may be approved only if: 1) the section of right-of- 
way is combined with an adjacent légal lot, and 2) the adjustment is consistent with this chapter and the gênerai plan 
poUcies regarding railroad right-of-ways. (Ord. No. 4399 § 6, 1991.) 
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Sec. 25-70.6. Authority to condition iot line adjustments. 

(a) Ttie county may only impose cx>nditions of approval to ensine ttiat ttie adjustment confoims to local zoning and 
building ndinances, or to facilitate the lelocation of existing structines, utilities, inôastructure, sewage Systems, water 
Systems, drainage Systems or easements. Conditions to be imposed must relate to impacts that are created or made more 
likely by tlie lot line adjustment When lequiring conditions of a|>provaI, the hearing body shall make such conditions 
proportionaie to the level of impacts or development résultant frcnn tiie lot line adjustment 

(b) If a condition or |nx)vision caimot be required by the above authority, the hearing body may deny the request; 
optionally, the ai^licant may voluntarily include such mitigadons or provisions in the project |xoposaL The hearing body 
may condition an adjustment as necessary to ensure and secure compliance with any provision of the proposai statement 
Conditions may also be attached which inform owners of county requirements related to land use or development (Ord. 
No. 4399 § 6, 1991.) 

Sec. 25-70.7. Completion of iot line adjustments. 

(a) Adjustments sliall be finalized by complying with ail the conditions of approval and recoiding a deed which 
conveys the adjusted lands to the new owner within twenty-four (24) months of the final approval date. Time extensions 
may be granted in the manner set forth in Secti<Hi 25-23. 

(b) The deed shall référence the lot line adjustment being implemented. The recordation of deeds shall évidence the 
owner's express and implied intent to extinguish any and ail uncferiying parcels or parcel fragments and to recognize 
the parcel configuration ^proved by the decision-making body. A certificate of compliance may be issued cm any parcel 
which lias resulted from a duiy ai^oved and recorded lot Une adjustment 

(c) An adjustment shall not be recorded untiL 

(1) The assessor's office has been notified, by a combining ^reement of the pending changes in parcel 
configuration; 

(2) The tax collector's of&ce indicates ail taxes or assessments due on each parcel are paid or cleared; 

(3) The c(xmty surveyor approves ail légal descriptioiis; and 

(4) The planning department ascertains ail other conditions of approval are complied with and has stamped the 
deeds ai^yroved. 

(d) Where an adjustment involves a parcel encumbered by a deed of trust or other financing document such documents 
shall be modified prior to or concurrendy with the recording of the lot line adjustment so as to conform to the newiy 
reconfigured parcel. 

(e) Where an adjustment nécessitâtes a change in zoning district boundarïes, such rezoning shall not be finalized until 
the adjustment is finalized. (Ord. No. 4399 § 6, 1991.) 
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CHAPTER 25A 
UNDERGROUND UTILITIES 



§ 25A-1 Définitions. 

§ 25A-2 Public hearing by Board of Supervisors. 

§ 25A-3 Board of Supervisors may designaie underground utiliiy districis by résolution. 

§ 25A-4 Unlawful acts. 

§ 25 A-5 ExcepQons — Unusual or emergency drcumstances . 

§ 25A-6 Same — Other exceptions. 

§ 25A-7 Notice lo property owners and uiility companies. 

§ 25A-S ResponsJbiliiy of utility companies. 

§ 25A-9 Responsifailiiy of property owners. 

§ 25A-10 Responsibiiity of county. 

§25A-11 Extension of time. 

§ 25A-12 Penalty for violation of chapter. 



Sec.25A-1. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the foliowing words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respeaively ascribed to them by this 
section: 

Commission. The Public Utilities Commission of the state. 

Person. Individuais, firms, corporations, partnerships and their agents and employées. 

Pôles, overhead wires and associated overhead sTructures. Pôles, towers, supports, wires, conductors, guys, stubs, piatforms, 
crossarms, braces, transformers, insulators, cutouts, switches, communication circuits, appliances, attachments and appune- 
nances located aboveground within a distria and used or useful in suppiying electric, communication or simiiar or associated 
service. 

Underground utiliîy district or district. That area in the county within which pôles, overhead wires and associated overhead 
structures are prohibited as such area is described in a resolution adopted pursuant to the provisions of section 25 A-5 . 

Utility. AU persons or entities suppiying elearic, communication or simiiar service by means of eiearical materiais or devices. 
(Ord.No. 1197§1.) 

Sec. 25A-2. Public hearing by Board of Supervisors. 

The Board of Supervisors may from time to time cail public hearings to ascenain whether the public necessity, health, safety or 
welfare requires the removal of pôles, overhead wires and associated overhead structures within designated unincorporaied areas 
of the county and the underground installation of wires and facilities for suppiying elearic, communication, or simiiar or 
associated service. The clerk shall notify ail affeaed property owners as shown on the last equalized assessment roll and utilities 
concerned by mail of the time and place of such hearings at least ten days prior to the date thereof. Each such hearing shall be 
open to the public and may be continued from time to time. At each such hearing ail persons interested shall be given an 
opportunity to be heard. The décision of the Board shall be final and conciusive. (Ord. No. 1 197 §2.) 

Sec 25A-3. Board of Supenrisors may designate underground utility districts by résolution. 

If, after any such public hearing the Board of Supervisors finds that the public necessity, health, safety or gênerai welfare 
requires such removal and such underground installation within a designated area, the Board of Supervisors, by resolution, shall 
déclare such designated area an underground utility distria and order such removal and underground installation. Such resolu- 
tion shall include a description of the area comprising such district and shall fix the time within which such removal and 
underground installation shaU be accomplished and within which affeaed propeny owners must be ready to receive underground 
service. A reasonabie time shall be ailowed for such removal and underground installation, having due regard for the availability 
of labor, materiais and equipment necessar>- for such removal and for the installation of such underground faciiities as may be 
occasioned thereby. (Ord. No. 1197 §3.) 
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Sec25A-4. UniawfuI acis. 



Whenever the Board créâtes an underground utiiity distria and orders the removai of poies, overhead wires and associated 
overiiead structures therein as provided in seaion 25A-3, it shall be uniawful for any person or utiiity to erect, construa, place, 
keep, maintain, continue, empioy or operaie pôles, overhead wires and associated overhead structures in the district after the date 
when such overhead facilities are required to be removed by such resolution, except as such overhead facilities may be required to 
fumish service to an owner or occupant of property prior to the performance by such owner or occupant of the underground 
work necessary for such owner or occupant to continue to receive utiiity service as provided in section 25A-9, and for such 
reasonable time required to remove such facilities after the work has been performed, and except as oiherwise provided in this 
chapter. (Ord. No. 1197 §4.) 

Sec 25A-5. Exceptions — Unusual or emergency circumstances. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter, overhead facilities may be installed and maintained for a period, not to exceed 
ten days, without authority of the Board of Supervisors in order to provide emergency service. The Board of Supervisors may 
grant spécial permission, on such terms as the Board of Supervisors may deem appropriate, in cases of unusual circumstances, 
without discrimination as to any person or utiiity, to erea, construct, install, maintain, use or operate pôles, overhead wires and 
associated overhead structures. (Ord. No. 1 197 §5.) 

Sec. 25A-6. Same — Other exceptions. 

The chapter and any resolution adopted pursuant to section 25A-3 shall, uniess otherwise provided in such resolution, not 
apply to the foilowing types of facilities: 

(a) Any municipal facilities or equipment installed under the supervision and to the satisfaction of the Director of Public 
Works. 

(b) Pôles or eiectroliers used exciusiveiy for street lighting. 

(c) Overhead wires (exclusive of supponing struaures) crossing any ponion of a distria within which overhead wires hâve 
been prohibited, or coimeaing to buildings on the perimeter of a distria, when such wires originale in an area from which pôles, 
overhead wires and associated overhead struaures are not prohibited. 

(d) Pôles, overhead wires and associated overhead structures used for the transmission of elearic energy at nominal voltages 
in excess of 34,5(K) volts. 

(e) Overhead wires atiached to the exterior surface of a building by means of a bracket or other fixture and extending from 
one location on the building to another location on the same building or to an adjacent building without crossing any public 
streei. 

(f) Antennae, associated equipment and supponing struaures, used by a utiiity for furnisfaing communication services. 

(g) Equipment appurtenant to underground facilities, such as surface mounted transformers, pedestal mounted terminal 
boxes and water cabinets, and conceaied ducts. 

(h) Temporary pôles, overhead wires and associated overhead structures used or to be used in conjimction with construction 
projects. (Ord. No. 1197 §6.) 

Sec. 25A-7. Notice to property owners and utiiity companies. 

Within ten days after the effective date of a resolution adopted pursuant to seaion 25A-3, the county clerk shall notify ail 
affected utilities and ail persons owning real property within the district created by such resolution of the adoption thereof . The 
counry clerk shall funher notify such affeaed propeny owners of the necessity that, if they or any person occupying such 
property désire to continue to receive eiectric, communications or similar or associated service, they or such occupant shail 
provide ail necessary faciiity changes on their premises so as îo receive such service from the lines of the suppl>ing utilit>- or 
utilities at a new location, subjea to applicable mies, régulations and tarif f s of the respective utiiity or utilities on file wirh the 
commission. 
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Notification by the counry clerk shall be made by mailing a copy of the resolution adopted pursuant to section 25A-3, together 
wiih a copy of this chapter, to affected propeny owners as such are shown on the iast equalized assessment roll and to the affeaed 
utilities. (Ord. No. 1 197 §7.) 

Sec. 25A-8. Responsibîiîty of utîiity companies. 

If underground construction is necessary to provide utility service vsdthin a distria created by any resolution adopted pursuant 
to section 25A-3, the supplying utility shall furnish that portion of the conduits, conductors and associated equipment required 
to be fumished by it under its applicable rules, régulations and tariffs on file with the Commission. (Ord, No. 1 197 §8.) 

Sec.25A-9. Responsîbility of property owners. 

(a) Every person owning, operating, leasing, occupying or renting a building or structure within a distria shall perform 
construction and provide that portion of the service connection on his propeny between the facihties referred to in section 25A-8 
and the terraination faciiity on or within such building or structure being served, ail in accordance with applicable rules, régula- 
tions and tariffs of the respective utility or utilities on file with the Commission. If the above is not accomplished by any person 
within the time provided for in the resolution enaaed pursuant to section 25A-3, the county engineer shall give notice in writing 
to the owner thereof as shown on the Iast equalized assessment roll, to provide the required underground facilities within ten days 
after receipt of such notice. 

(b) The notice to provide the required undergroimd facilities may be given either by personal service or by mail. In case of 
service by mail on either of such persons, the notice must be deposited in the United States mail in a sealed envelope with postage 
prepaid, addressed to the person in possession of such premises at such premises, and the nodce must be addressed to the owner 
thereof as such owner's name appears, and must be addressed to such owner's Iast known address as the same appears on the iast 

equalized assessment roll, and when no address appears, to General Delivery, City of If notice is given by 

mail, such notice shall be deemed to faave been received by the person to whom it has been sent within fony-eight hours after the 
mailing thereof. It notice is given by mail to either the owner or occupant of such premises, the county engineer shall, within 
forty-eight hours after the mailing thereof, cause a copy thereof, printed on a card not less than eight inches in size to be posted in 
a conspicuous place on the premises. 

(c) The notice given by the county engineer to provide the required underground facilides shall particulariy specify what work 
is required to be done, and shall state that if such work is not completed within thirty days after receipt of such notice, the county 
engineer will provide such required underground facilities, in which case the cost and expense thereof will be assessed against the 
property, benefited and become a lien upon such property, 

(d) If upon the expiranon of the thirty day period, such required underground facilities hâve not been provided, the county 
engineer shall forthwith proceed to do the work; provided, that if such premises are unoccupied and no elearic or commimica- 
tions services are being fumished thereto, the county engineer shall, in heu of providing the required imderground facilities, hâve 
the authority to order the disconnection and removal of any and ail overhead service wires and associated facilities supplying 
utility service to such property. Upon completion of the work by the county engineer, he shall file a written report with the Board 
of Supervisors setting forth the fact that the required underground facilities hâve been provided and the cost thereof, together 
with a légal description of the property against which such cost is to be assessed- The Board shall thereupon fix a time and place 
for hearing protests against the assessment of the cost of such work upon such premises, which such time shall not be less than ten 
days thereafter. 

(e) The county engineer shall forthwith, upon the time for hearing such protests having been flxed, give a notice in writing to 
the person in possession of such premises, and a notice in writing thereof to the owner thereof, in the manner hereinabove 
provided for the giving of the notice to provide the required underground facilities, of the time and place that the Board will pass 
upon such report and will hear protests against such assessment. Such notice shall also set for the amount of ihe proposed 
assessment. 

(f) Upon the date and hour set for the hearing of protests, the Board shall hear and consider the report and ail protests, if 
there be any, and then proceed to affirm, modify or reject the assessment. 
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(g) If any assessment is not paid within five days after its confirmaiion by the Board, the amount of the assessment shall 
become a lien upon the properiy against which the assessment is made by the county engineer, and the county engineer is direaed 
to turn over to the assessor and tax collector a notice of lien on each of such propenies on which the assessment has not been 
paid, and the assessor and tax coilea shall add the amount of such assessment to the next regular bill for taxes ievied against the 
premises upon which such assessment was not paid. The assessment shall be due and payable at the same time as the properry 
taxes are due and payable, and if not paid when due and payable, shall beat inierest at the rate of six percent per annum. (Ord. 
No. 1197 §9.) 

Sec 25A-1 0. Responsibility of county. 

The county shall remove at its own expense ail county owned equipment from ail pôles required to be removed hereunder in 
ample time to enable the owner or user of such pôles to remove the same within the time sijecified in the resolution enaaed 
pursuant to section 25A-3 . (Ord. No . 1197 § 10.) 

Sec 25A-1 1 . Extension of time. 

In the event that any act required by this chapter or by a resolution adopted pursuant to section 25A-3 cannot be performed 
within the time provided on account of shortage of materials, war, restraint by public authorities, strikes, iabor disturbances, civil 
disqbedience or any other circumstances beyond the control of the aaor, then the time within which such act wiU be accomplished 
shall be extended for a period équivalent to the time of such limitation. (Ord. No. Il 97 § 1 1 .) 

Sec 25 A-1 2. Penalty for viotation of chapter. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to vioiaie any provision or to fail to comply with any of the requirements of this chapter. 
Any person violating any provision of this chapter or failing to comply with any of its requirements shali be deemed guiity of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shali be punished by a fine not exceeding six hundred dollars or by imprisonment not 
exceeding six months, or by both such fine and' imprisonment. Each such person shall be deemed guiity of a separate offense for 
each day during any portion of which any violation of any of the provisions of this chapter is committed, continued or permitted 
by such person, and shall be punishable therefor as provided for in this chapter. (Ord. No. 1 197 § 12.) 
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CHAPTER 25B 

WATER WELLS 

Article I. in General. 

§ 25B-1 Purpose. 
§ 25B-2 Définitions. 

Article II. Procédure. 

§ 25B-3 Permits. 

§ 25B-4 Construction requirements. 

Article III. Abandonnent and Destruction of Wells. 

§ 25B-5 Abandoned wells, test wells or holes, and destruction of wells. 

Article IV. Well Reports. 
§ 25B-6 Well reports. 

Article V. Boards. 

§ 25B-7 Well standards advisory board. 

§ 25B-8 Function of the well standards advisory board — ^Public constituted. 

§ 25B-9 Well standards appeals board. 

§ 25B- 1 Function of well standards appeals board. 

Article VI. Penalties. 

§25B-11 Penalties. 
Article VII. Exemption from Well Standards. 

§ 25B-12 Exemption from gênerai area-wide well limitations and standards. 

Article I. In General. 
Sec. 25B-1. Purpose. 

(a) The purpose of this chapter is to protect the groundwater by regulating the construction, placement, reconstruction 
and destruction of water wells, test wells, test holes and observation wells within the unincorporated portion of the county of 
Sonoma; prescribing permits required therefor; imposing fées required therefor; applying penalties for the violation hereof; 
and creating a well standards advisory and appeals board to assist in the implementation of the chapter. 

(b) Protection of groundwater. No person shall knowingly install or maintain a well, test well, test hole or observation 
wells in any manner that will resuit in the pollution or contamination of the potable groundwater, and/or which allows the 
entrance of surface waters into the potable or usable groundwater. 

(c) During well construction or destruction any stratum of groundwater found to be polluted, contaminated or otherwise 
unfît for human consumption shall be so sealed off to preclude commingling with other water bearing strata. 

If évidence is presented to the satisfaction of the administrative authority that any existing well, test well, test hole or ob- 
servation well is poUuting or contaminating the potable groundwater, the administrative authority shall require that such 
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well, test well, test hole or observation well be destroyed in accordance with the provisions of Article III, or repairs be made 
to such well or test hole to eliminate the pollution or contamination or the entrance of surface water into the potable or us- 
able groundwater. 

(d) Notwithstanding any urgency (or other) ordinances adopted by the board of supervisors limiting, or, in the alterna- 
tive, establishing standards for the installation or maintenance of a well, test well, test hole or observation well in any health 
and safety concems to the public health department, in an effort to permit maximum utilization of properties located within 
such areas, the county will permit limited exemptions from such gênerai area-wide standards and/or prohibitions upon a 
showing by substantial évidence that such standards or prohibitions are unnecessary to protect the public health and safety as 
hereinafter further described. (Ord. No. 4316 § 1, 1990; Ord. No. 2326.) 

Sec. 25B-2. Définitions. 

"Abandoned well" means any well whose original purpose and use has been permanently discontinued or which is in 
such a State of disrepair that it cannot be used for its original purpose. 

Administrative Authority. Whenever the term "administrative authority" is used in this chapter, it shall be construed to 
mean the director of permit and resource management department or his authorized représentative. 

"Annular space" means the space between an excavation and the casing of a well or the space between two (2) concentric 
casings. 

"A.W.W.A." means American Water Works Association. 

"Conductor casing" means an outer casing installed in the upper part of the well to control a caving formation during the 
well construction. 

"Contamination" means an impairment of the underground waters of the state by sewage or industrial waste to a degree 
which créâtes a hazard to the public health through poisoning or through the spread of disease. 

Grouting or sealing materials. 

( 1 ) Additi ves — Quick setting cément, retardants, hydrated lime (up to ten percent ( 1 0%) of the volume of cément) 
and bentonite (up to fîve percent (5%)) used in neat cément, cernent grout or concrète. 

(2) Concrète — "Class A" shall mean concrète with six (6) sacks of Portland Cernent per yard, "Class B" shall mean 
concrète with five (5) sacks of Portland Cément per yard. Ail concrète shall hâve a maximum size aggregate of three-fourths 
inch or less. 

(3) Concrète grout — Shall mean a mixture composed of not more than two (2) parts sand and one ( 1 ) part of Port- 
land cément, and not less than five (5) or more than seven (7) gallons of water per sack of cément (ninety-four (94) pounds). 

(4) Neat cément — Shall mean a mixture composed of one ( 1 ) sack of Portland Cément (ninety-four (94) pounds) to 
not less than five (5) nor more than seven (7) gallons of water. 

(5) Puddled clay — Shall mean bentonite clays (muds), silts or clay mixed with water into a dense mass, in such 
manner as to become imperméable in place. Silts or clay must hâve a coefficient or permeability of less than 100 feet (100') 
per year. 

"Human consumption" means use of water for drinking, food préparation, dish washing, bathing, showering, handwash- 
ing or oral hygiène. 

"Pollution" means an altération of the quality of the waters of the state by waste to a degree which unreasonably affects 
(1) such waters for bénéficiai uses; or (2) facilities which serve bénéficiai uses. "Pollution" may include "contamination." 

"Observation well" means any excavation fifteen feet (15') or greater in depth or extending into a water bearing stratum 
which is constructed for the purpose of studying the hydrologie conditions. 

"Potable ground water" means water below the surface of the ground at a depth such that it has beén protected from sur- 
face pollution or contamination by an impervious soil stratum or which has received an acceptable degree of natural treat- 
ment by filtration through a considérable amount of soil. 

"Potable water" means water intended for human consumption which meets, at a minimum, State primary drinking water 
requirements as defined in Title 22 of the Califomia Code of Régulations (or subséquent revisions) whether this water is 
supplied from ground water, freated ground water or any other source. 

"Public water System" means a System for the provision of piped water for human consumption which has five (5) or 
more service connections or regularly serves an average of at least twenty-five (25) individuals daily at least sixty (60) days 
out of the year. 
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"Sanitary well seal" means a device placed into the topmost part of well casing which by means of expanding gasket 
exciudes foreign material firom entering the top of the well casing, or a device producing an équivalent effect. Such device 
shall prevent the entrance of surface water to the well. 

"Seepage pit" means any excavation in the ground sixty inches (60") or more in depth which receives liquid waste from 
sewage, domestic or industrial uses, and disposes of the same. 

"Sewage disposai System" means a septic tank and subsurface disposai fîeld or other type System or appurtenance 
thereto, whether public or private, receiving domestic or industrial sewage waste. Sewage disposai System does not include 
a sewer pipe Une. 

"Sewer pipe line" means a pipe conveying sewage waste matter from any building or premises to a point of disposai such 
as to a septic tank or sewage treatment or disposai plant. 

"Shallow well" means any well thirty feet (30') or less in depth. 

"Test well" means a test boring to détermine the geological structure of the underground stratum for the purpose of con- 
structing a water well. 

"Test hole" means any excavation constructed in the earth exceeding a depth of fifteen feet (15') below the original 
ground surface for the purpose of exploration of the subsurface of the earth for building or structure foundation, présence of 
water, or any other purpose other than for construction of a water well. 

"Waste" means and includes sewage and any other waste substances, liquid, solid, gaseous, or radioactive, associated 
with human habitation, or of human or animal origin, or from any producing, manufacturing or processing opération of 
whatever nature. 

"Well" means any artificial excavation constructed into the earth by any method, for the purpose of extracting or recharg- 
ing groundwater, excluding oil, gas, and geothermal wells. 

"Well cover" means a device to cover the topmost part of a well casing. The device must be so constructed to be struc- 
turally sound, securely attached, and prevent the entrance of foreign material. 

"Well destruction" means and includes certain work done to an existing water well, the intent of which is to effectively 
seal the entire well up to the surface, in such a manner that each intersected water stratum is sealed and fated from every 
other stratum and from surface water. 

"Well reconstruction" means and includes certain work done to an existing water well in order to restore its production, 
replace defective casing, seal off certain stata or surface water or similar work, not to include the cleaning out of sédiments 
or surging, or maintenance to the pump or appurtenances where the integrity of the annular seal or water bearing strata are 
not violated. 

"Well standards advisory and appeals board" means a five-member board appointed by the board of supervisors to advise 
the administrative authority on the implementation of this chapter, to hear appeals, and to act on such other matters properly 
referred to it. (Ord. No. 5329 § 1, 2002; Ord. No. 4906 § 7 (A), 1995; Ord. No. 2326.) 

Article II. Procédure. 

Sec. 25B-3. Pérmits. 

(a) Permit Required. No construction or reconstruction of a well shall be commenced on any property nor shall any well 
be destroyed until a permit to do such work shall hâve been first obtained from the administrative authority, except in the 
event of an emergency, affecting health, life or crops, or livestock, a licensed contractor may start work immediately and 
shall notify the administrative authority by téléphone of the work being done and make written application for a permit on 
the next regular business day thereafter. 

(b) Issuance of Permits. No permit shall be issued to construct or reconstruct or destroy a well except to a contractor, 
licensed as a well driller in accordance with the provisions of the Califomia Contractors Law (Chapter 9, Division 3, of the 
Business and Professions Code); however, a permit may be issued to the owner of record of any property, in the event that 
said owner shall agrée to personally purchase ail material and perform ail labor in connection with the constmction, recon- 
struction or destruction of a well located on said property or that he shall employ a licensed well drilling contractor to per- 
form such work. 

(c) Classes of Permits. There shall be three types of permits, namely: Class I, Class II and Destruction. 



25B-3 (Revised 9-06) 



§ 25B-3 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 25B-4 



(d) Class I Permits. Shall be issued for the installation or reconstruction of a well, test well, test hole or observation 
well, where such well location conforms with the minimum distances set forth in Table 1 , and where no soil contamination 
exists that would resuit in a pollution or contamination of the potable groundwater. 

(e) Class II Permits. Shall be required for the installation or reconstruction of a well, test well, test hole or observation 
well, where such well location is doser than the minimum distances set forth in Table 1, or where the administrative author- 
ity deems conditions may exist which may resuit in a contamination or pollution of the potable groundwater unless spécial 
construction features are included in the well construction. In no instance shall wells be less than fifty feet (50') from septic 
tanks or sewage disposai System. 

(f) Reconstruction Permits. Shall be issued for any well, test well, test hole or observation well reconstruction work. 

(g) Destruction Permits. Shall be issued for any well, test well, test hole or observation well destruction work. 

(h) Application for Permit. Any person legally entitled to apply for and receive a permit shall make such application on 
forms provided for that purpose. He shall give a description of the character of the work proposed to be donc, and the loca- 
tion and ownership of the job site. 

Each application shall be accompanied by a fee as provided in this chapter. Fifty percent (50%) of the fee shall be re- 
tumed to the applicant should the permit be denied or if the permit is cancelled within sixty (60) days after issuance and no 
work has been donc. A permit shall remain in effect for one year from date of issuance. 

The administrative authority may require the owner or his duly authorized agent to submit plans, spécifications or draw- 
ings, and such other information as he may deem necessary. 

If the administrative authority détermines that the plans, spécifications, drawings, descriptions, or information fumished 
by the applicant are in compliance with this ordinance he shall issue the permit applied for upon payment of the required fee 
as hereinafter fixed. 

(i) Obtaining Permit. Any person who shall commence any work for which a permit is required by this chapter without 
first having obtained a permit therefor, shall if subsequently permitted to obtain a permit, pay double the permit fee for such 
work, provided however, that this provision shall not apply to emergency work when it shall be proved to the satisfaction of 
the administrative authority that such work was urgently necessary and that it was not practical to obtain a permit before 
commencement of the work. In ail cases a permit must be obtained as soon as it is possible to do so, and if there be an un- 
reasonable delay as determined by the administrative authority in obtaining such permit, a double fee as herein provided 
shall be charged. 

(j ) Cost of Permit. Upon making application for a permit the applicant shall pay a fee as established by resolution of the 
board of supervisors. 

(k) Inspection. Ail wells or test holes constructed or reconstructed, or destroyed, shall be subject, after issuance of the 
permit, to inspection by the administrative authority to insure compliance with ail the requirements of this chapter. If, after 
notice is given between 8:00 and 9:00 a.m. (normal county working days) with a minimum of one-hour lead time to the ad- 
ministrative authority, inspection is not made during normal process of construction, work shall continue; however, compli- 
ance with the code shall be strictly adhered to by the permit holder and/or applicant. (Ord. No. 5658 § 4(a), 2005; Ord. No. 
2326.) 

Sec. 25B-4. Construction requirements. 

(a) Requirements for Well Construction. Ail materials and workmanship shall be no less than the quality specified 
herein. The requirements of thèse standards are minimal only and any material or method determined by the administrative 
authority to give équivalent or better results may be required. Materials or methods not covered by thèse standards must 
receive the written approval of the administrative authority prior to use. Wells intended as a water supply source for a public 
water System as defined in Article I of this chapter shall be constructed in accordance with the standards recommended by 
the Califomia Department of Water Resources. Bull. No. 74. Water Well Standards; State of Califomia. 

(b) Location. Wells shall be located as prescribed in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Minimum Distances 

From property line 5 feet 

From septic tank/sewage disposai System 1 00 feet 
From public or private sewer pipe line of approved 

watertight piping and joining materials 25 feet 

From other public or private sewer pipe line 50 feet 

From subsurface disposai fïeld 100 feet 

From seepage pit 150 feet 

(c) Exemption. A well may be installed doser than the minimum distances prescribed in Table 1 if the administrative 
authority fmds that compliance is impractical because of unusual conditions and if he fmds that spécial standards may be 
applied to the well construction so that in his opinion no danger of contamination or pollution to the potable groundwater 
will resuit; however, under no circumstances shall a well be constructed less than fifty feet (50') from a septic tank or sewage 
disposai System. Such spécial standards of construction shall be approved by the administrative authority and additional in- 
spections may be required to assure strict conformance with such spécial standards. Such a well, test well, test hole or 
observation well shall require a Class II permit. 

(d) Protection. At ail times during the progress of the work the well shall be protected in such a marmer as to prevent, as 
far as possible, tampering with the well, the entrance of foreign matter into the well, or the entrance of drilling mud into 
streams, etc. Water and drilling mud used in drilling shall be free from contamination, or rendered free from contamination, 
by chlorination or other approved methods. Pits constructed for recirculation of drilling mud during construction shall be so 
protected that no undue safety hazard is created for man or animais. 

(e) Casings. Ail métal casings used in well consfruction shall be new and shall hâve a minimum thickness of twelve (12) 
gauge for wells up to and including eight inches (8") in diameter, and a minimum thickness of ten (10) gauge for wells ten 
inches (10") in diameter or over. 

Ail casings shall be placed with sufficient care to avoid damage to casing sections or joints. The uppermost perforations 
shall be at least 25 feet (25') below the ground surface, except in the case of a shallow well and below an impervious sfratum 
whenever possible. 

AH concrète pipe casing used in well construction shall be new, free of defects and shall conform to the latest revision of 
the following spécifications (AWWA C301). 

(a) State of Califomia spécifications for concrète culvert pipe (ASTM C-14), plain concrète pipe or equal. 

(b) State of Califomia spécifications for reinforced concrète culvert; reinforced concrète pipe specs (ASTM C-76 
and/or ASSHO M- 170 or equal). 

Ail polyvinylchloride casing used in well construction shall be new, free of defects, and shall be class 160 or équivalent, 
and shall meet ASTM 2241-73 and 1784-69 standards. 

Other casing material may be accepted upon recommendation of the Well Standards Advisory and Appeals Board. 

The casing shall extend at least six inches (6") above the ground surface, and at least one-half inch (1/2") above the sur- 
face of any surrounding concrète slab. Exceptions may be allowed by the administrative authority. (Ord. No. 1932 § 1.) 

(f) Grouting. The annular space shall be filled with acceptable grout having a minimum thickness of two (2) inches, ex- 
cept in the case of a concrète pipe cased well, which shall be three inches (3"). 

The grouting material shall consist of neat cément, cément grout, puddled clay, or concrète. 

The grout shall extend from the ground surface to at least twenty feet (20') below the ground surface; except in the case of 
shallow wells where no water bearing sfratum is encountered below twenty feet (20'), the grout shall extend to a depth of ten 
feet (10'). 

Prior to grouting, a packer of cément, concrète, or steel may be installed at the bottom of the annular space to be grouted. 
The grout shall be applied in one continuous process either by pressure or by gravity in accordance with proper construction 
practice, in such a manner as to exclude surface and other undesirable water from the well. 

(g) Conductor Casing. When a conductor casing is used, the grout seal shall extend at least four feet (4') below the low- 
est point of such conductor casing, or a minimum of twenty feet (20'). 

(h) Gravel. The gravel used shall be clean, selected and free of contaminants. In such formations where appréciable 
amounts of sand or silt may be drawn from the well, a pipe for the addition of additional gravel to the pack may be installed 
and capped. 
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(i) Well Pits. Well pits or below ground discharge pipes may be permitted at the discrétion of the administrative author- 
ity. Where the well casing terminâtes in a pit below the ground surface, the pit shall be constructed of monolithic, reinforced 
Class A concrète, or equal, watertight in ail respects. The top of such pit shall be covered either with a concrète slab or equal 
material, or with a housing of satisfactory construction. The casing shall be carried at least eight inches (8") above the pit 
floor. The well pit shall be so constructed and protected that flood, rain, or surface waters cannot enter the pit. The pit shall 
be provided with a drainage sump and an automatic sump pump (or if topography permits, a "free" discharge protected 
against entrance of rodents, insects or flooding). The discharge pipe from the sump pump shall not be connected to any 
sewer or pipe drain. Pits shall hâve easy access for proper opération, maintenance and inspection of the equipment and shall 
hâve a locked hatch. Doorways or hatches shall at ail times effectively keep water out of the pit. 

(j) Access Opening into Well Casing. Access openings into the well casing or conductor pipe for addition of gravel to a 
gravel packed well, for sounding the well, for air release, for disinfection and for any other purpose necessary for mainte- 
nance and opération of the well are permitted, but must terminate above flood and high water levels, or hâve a watertight 
seal. Thèse openings shall be protected by caps against entry of small animais, insects, flood water, drainage or pump drip- 
page, and other contaminating matter. 

(k) Disinfection. Newly constructed or reconstructed wells shall be adequately treated in such a manner as to disinfect ail 
parts of the well upon completion with chlorine or an equal disinfecting chemical. 

(1) Completion. Upon completion of a well, the driller shall be responsible for the abandonment of pit used for circula- 
tion of drilling mud and the installation of a well cover. Final approval of the water well by the administrative authority re- 
quires submission to the administrative authority within thirty (30) working days of completion of the well, a completed wa- 
ter well driller' s report made out in détail on the State Department of Water Resources reporting form or equal. (Ord. No. 
2326.) 

Article III. Abandonment and Destruction of Wells. 

Sec. 25B-5. Abandoned wells, test wells or holes, and destruction of wells. 

(a) Abandoned Wells. Upon détermination by the Sonoma County department of health services that a well is polluted or 
contaminated, or is a potential hazard to the purity of the underground waters, and reasonable efforts to clear the pollution or 
contamination hâve been unsuccessful, the administrative authority, hereinafter the Permit and Resource Management De- 
partment (PRMD), shall hâve the authority to enforce permanent destruction of said well in accordance with the procédures 
listed in this section or to review proposais for continued maintenance of the well in accordance with the requirements de- 
scribed below. The owner of any property shall be responsible for destroying any such well located thereon. The burden of 
expense for the abandonment, capping, continued maintenance or studies of such wells or test holes shall be the responsibil- 
ity of the property owner. 

(1) Définition of Polluted or Contaminated Well. A well that is used entirely or in part for production of water for 
human consumption, is polluted or contaminated if it does not produce potable water as defined in this code. Other wells 
may be considered to be polluted or contaminated if the water from the well does not meet Basin Plan water quality objec- 
tives. Any such well shall be considered to be not polluted or contaminated, if PRMD détermines, after receiving written 
confirmation from the Régional Water Quality Confrol Board (RWQCB), that the proposed use of the well is in compliance 
with the RWQCB's water quality objectives. 

(2) Temporary Capping of Wells. A polluted or contaminated well may be temporarily capped for up to five (5) 
years or until efforts to remediate polluted or contaminated ground water hâve been successfiilly accomplished. Use of the 
well for production of water for human consumption shall cease during this time unless exempted. PRMD may extend the 
five (5) year time period if necessary to accommodate the ground water remediation process. PRMD may approve alternative 
methods of water supply while remediation efforts are in progress. See subsection (a)(9) below. 

(3) Temporary Use of Polluted or Contaminated Wells. Use of a polluted or contaminated well may be approved by 
PRMD for a time period of one year (see subsection (a)(6)). For temporary use of the well, a well head water treatment Sys- 
tem shall be provided that insures that water from the well meets potable water standards. See subsection (a)(5) below for 
criteria. PRMD may extend the one year temporary use time period if necessary to allow for provision of an approved per- 
manent water supply which may include but is not limited to an alternative water supply as described in subsection (a)(9) 
below. The temporary use of the well shall cease when a permanent water supply approved by PRMD becomes available to 
the property and the well shall be properly destroyed unless exempted under subsection (a)(8) below. 
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(4) Permanent Use of Polluted or Contaminated Wells. Permanent use of a polluted or contaminated well for 
potable water supply may be approved by PRMD only: (a) in the case of bacteriological pollution or contamination 
where permanent well head treatment is provided to eliminate the contaminant (see subsection (a)(5) below for crite- 
ria), or (b) in the case of a public water System regulated by the State of California Department of Health Services 
(DHS) when DHS has approved continued use of the well, in writing. Continued use of the well is subject to meeting 
the requirements imposed by State of California DHS. 

(5) Water Treatment Systems for Polluted or Contaminated Wells. Any water treatment System for a polluted or 
contaminated non-public water supply well, whether permanent or temporary, shall meet the following standards: (a) design 
and installation of the water treatment equipment shall be performed by a person who holds a valid license from the State of 
California which allows for the design and installation of water treatment facilities, (b) routine testing, as defined by PRMD, 
shall be performed by a State certified laboratory, (c) the test results shall demonstrate that the treated water meets the défini- 
tion of potable water contained in this code, (d) the property owner shall keep records of ail testing results, and (e) the re- 
quirement for treatment and ongoing testing of the water shall be recorded by PRMD with the deed to the property pursuant 
to Section 2-320. 

(6) Prohibition of Pollution or Contamination. Sonoma County PRMD shall hâve the authority to require destruction 
of any well which présents a potential pollution or contamination hazard to groundwater or to other wells, as determined by 
the Sonoma County DHS in consultation with PRMD, the RWQCB and the State of California DHS. Any such destruction 
shall be in accordance with the standards of this code. 

(7) Studies of Polluted or Contaminated Wells. PRMD shall hâve the authority to require studies of polluted or con- 
taminated wells to détermine proper destruction techniques, to détermine if the well présents a threat to groundwater or to 
other wells or to détermine if the well is in compliance with other requirements of this code. PRMD may consult with other 
agencies to détermine if studies are available. 

(8) Exemption Criteria. A polluted or contaminated well may be exempted from the destruction requirement if it 
meets ail of the following criteria: (a) the well does not présent a potential pollution or contamination hazard to groundwater 
or to other wells. This détermination will be made by PRMD, after receiving written input and recommendations from the 
RWQCB that has jurisdiction and based upon knowledge of the well construction including the présence and depth of a sani- 
tary seal and well perforation depths, (b) the continued use of the well compiles with the regulatory requirements of the 
RWQCB that has jurisdiction, does not resuit in an unauthorized discharge of groundwater contaminants to land or surface 
water and does not impair or exacerbate a ground water investigation or cleanup project, and (c) the Sonoma County DHS 
has made a détermination that continued use of the well is protective of public health. 

(9) Alternative Water Supplies. PRMD may approve alternative water supplies in order to insure a potable water 
supply. Thèse may include hauling potable water to an approved storage tank and pressure System or other methods that will 
insure a continued source of potable water. 

At the expiration of any time period for approval of continued maintenance of a well, the well shall be properly destroyed 
unless written approval is received from PRMD to extend the time period for allowing the continued maintenance of the well 
as specified in subsections (a)(l) and (2) above. 

PRMD may develop and implement standards for well head freatment, reliability of proposed treatment Systems, capping 
of wells, and alternative methods of water supply. 

(b) Wells, Test Wells, Test Holes or Observations Wells. Any well, test well, test hole or observation well which is not 
completed as a fînished well shall be abandoned in accordance with the approved procédures by the well driller prior to leav- 
ing the site. Abandoned wells, test holes, test wells or observation wells shall not be used for the disposai of any substance or 
liquid that may contaminate or pollute the ground water. Test holes, test wells, or observation wells are to be backfilled with 
the same soil excavated, which is to be compacted to such a degree that ninety (90) days after completion of backfiU, such 
backfill is at or above surrounding ground level. A préférable altemate is to fill such holes with Class B concrète. If water 
formations are encountered in the test hole and the test hole is not cased and sealed, the top twenty feet (20') of test hole shall 
be sealed with proper seal or grouting materials as listed in section 25B. 

After such desfruction of atest well, test hole, observation well is complète, a report shall be submitted to the administra- 
tive authority, which shall include a lot of soil formations and water strata encountered and the method and material of back- 
fîlling of sealing the test hole in compliance with this ordinance. 

(c) Destruction of Wells. Prior to destroying a well, a detailed évaluation and report on the well shall be submitted to the 
adminisfrative authority by a licensed well-contractor. Such report shall indicate the type of well to be sealed, ail known in- 
formation of the geological conditions of the soil and the methods and materials to be used in the destroying and sealing 
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process. The methods and materials used in destroying wells and test holes shall be such that the potable or usable ground 
water is protected from pollution or contamination or the entrance of surface water thereto. 
Ail abandoned wells shall be destroyed as follows: 

(1) Any obstruction in the well shall be removed when possible. 

(2) As much casing shall be removed as possible. 

(3) Wherever possible (depending on the type of casing) the remaining casing shall be ripped or perforated. 

(4) The well shall be fiUed to within not more than thirty feet (30') from the surface with uncontaminated clay, sand 
or other inorganic material then sealed to a depth of at least thirty feet (30') with impervious materials such as Class B con- 
crète, concrète grout, neat cément or puddled clay. 

(5) The placement of the material shall be donc in such a way as to assure a dense seal, free of voids, in order to 
exclude surface water. 

(d) Alternative Methods. Other methods of destroying wells and test holes may be approved by the administrative 
authority if in his opinion an équivalent effect will resuit, and no contamination or pollution to the potable or usable ground 
water will occur. (Ord. No. 5329 § 1, 2002; Ord. No. 2326.) 
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Article IV. Well Reports. 

Sec. 25B-6. Well reports. 

Every person who hereafter digs, bores or drills a water well, test well, test hole, observation well or cafliodic protection 
well, or abandons or destroys any such well or test hole, or who âeep&ns or repeifoiates any such well or test hole, shall 
file wifli the administrative anthority a report of completion of such weU or test hole within thirty (30) days after its 
construction or altération has been completed. 

The iqxnt shall be made on fonns fiiniished by the department of water resources or tiie administrative auâiority and 
shall contain snch information as the department of water resources or the administrative autiiority shall require, including 
but not limited to: (a) description of the well or test hole site suffîdently exact to pennit location and identification of 
the well or test hole; G>) detailed log of the well or test hole; (c) description of the type of construction; (d) détails of 
perforation; and (e) methods used for sealing off surface or contaminated waters. (Ord. No. 2326.) 

Sec. 25B-7. Well standards advisory board. 

A well standards advisory board appointed by the boaid of supervisors shall consist of firve (5) members: one (1) 
licensed well driUing contractor; an agricnltural lepresentative; a qualifîed sanitaiy engineer or registered geologist 
qnalifîed in tfae field of ground water hydrology; a Califomia registered sanitaiian experienced in well construction; and 
a momber at large. 

Membets shall serve for a three (3) year teim and until tiie qualification of a successor, except that the first members 
shaU serve staggeied terms, as determined by drawing of lots, in tiie foUowing mannen one (1) member shall serve for 
a one (1) year tenn of office; two (2) members shall serve fw a two (2) year tann of office; two (2) members shall serve 
for a three (3) year tom of ofRce. AU such ternis shall end on the first Monday of the year in which such tenn is to 
expire. 

Travelling and other expenses incuned by each board member in the performance of his officiai duties shaU be 
reimbursed at a late to be determined by the board of supervisors. (Qrd. No. 2326.) 

Sec. 25B-8. Function of the well standards advisory board — Public constituted. 

(a) The well standards advisory board is established to advise the administrative authority on the acceptability of 
altemate matoials and well drilling j^actices. The director of pomit and lesomce management department as the 
administrative authority shall be an ex offîcio member and shall act as secretary of the well standards advisory board. 

(b) The board of si]q)ervisors déclares that the individoals appointed to the office of member of the well standards 
advisory board are intended to r^resent the public intœst by préservation of the groundwater resource. Acconlingly, 
the board of scqpCTvisors finds for purposes of persons who hold such office, the well industiy is tantamount to and 
constitutes the public generally within the meaning of Section 87103 of the Government Code. (Qrd. No. 4906 § 7 (B), 
1995; Qrd. No. 2326.) 

Sec. 25B-9. Well standards appeals board. 

The board of supervisors shall serve as well standards appeals board. (Qrd. No. 2326.) 
Sec. 25B-10. Function of the well standards appeals t)oard. 

The well standards ajq)eals board shall hear îçpeals fiom decisicms of the administrative authority for ^propriaîe 
application of reguiations and procédures established under this chq>tCT. 

Within thirty (30) days after the décision by the administrative authority, appeal may be taken to the well standards 
^peals board. The application of appeal shall be filed with the administrative authority. Appeal may be taken by any 
î^Iicant, tfae owner of property to which the application relates, or the owner of property contiguous to tfae property 
to which the ^plication relates. For purposes of detomining contiguity, the property line shall be projected to the center 
of public streets or highways. 
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At the heaiing, tfie ^jplicants and the administrative auâioiity shall be given leasonable oppoitunity to be heard and 
présent evidwice. After an express finding of fact, décisions shall be in wiiting and shall be delivered to the applicant 
in peison or by mailing to the addiess stated on the ^jplication, and to the administrative aufliority. Décisions of the 
well standards appeals board are final. Should no décision be rendeied within thirty (30) days after hearing an appeal, 
aie appeal is d^iied nnless time is extended by action of the boaid. 

AiticieVI. Penalties. 

Sec. 25B-11. Penalties. 

(a) The dixector of pomit and lesouice managem^t department and director's authorized agents and/or employées 
aie authorized tt) issue citations for violation of this chapter. 

(b) Any persoi, firm, or ccHporation or agency, or employée of any peison, firni or coiporation or agency who violâtes 
or knowingly pomits violation of any regulaloiy provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a public offense. The fîist 
conviction shall be an infraction punishable by a fine of not more tiian one hondied dollars ($100.00). The second or 
subséquent conviction for a violation of the same regulatoiy provision of this chapter shall be a misdemeanor and shall 
be punished by a fine of not mcve than one tiiousand dollars ($1,(XX).00) or by impnsonment in the county jaîl for not 
more than six (6) montiis, or by both such fine and impnsonment Each person, fiim or corporation or agency or 
employée thereof shall be guilty of a separate offense for eadi day, or any portion thereof , during which any violation 
of this chuter is comroitted, continued, or pemiitted and shall be punished accordingly. 

(c) Every violation of any regulatory provision of this chuter is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and the 
district attomey or county connsel of liie county of Scmoma shall take such action as he may deem necessary to abate 
the same. (Qrd. No. 4906 § 7 (Q, 1995; Oïd. No. 3726, 1986.) 

Article Vil. Exemption from Well Standards. 

Section 25B-12. Exemption from gênerai area-wide well limitations and standards. 

(a) If aie administrative authority finds that compliance with any of the requirements presciibed herein or in any 
urg^icy ordinances adopted by the boaxd of sup^visors is not required to préserve public health and safety, or appears 
impractical due to unique or unusual conditicms, or if compliance would lesult in construction of an unsatisfactcny well, 
tfae administrative autiiority may waive compliance and {Hiescribe alternative requirements which are ^equal to** those 
standards în teims of the protection of the pnbUc's health and safety and prevention of groundwater or aquîfer 
degradaticMi. 

(b) In the ev^it tiie administrative authority's alternative requirements are greater than those regaided to be necessary 
by the well owner or his représentative, the director of permit and lesource managem^it department shall, upcHi pétition, 
review the data snbmitted by the well owner or his représentatives to ascertain whether th^e is snbstantial évidence 
to reduce or othCTwise modify the proposed al^native requir^nents. The findings of the director of permit and lesource 
management department are subject to judicial review pursuant to Section 1094.5 of the Code of Civil Procédure. 

(c) This exemption procédure shall not ^ply when the board of supervisors hercinafter expressly prohibits the 
application of the administrative waiver process outlûied in tiiis article to a paiticular environmental hazard area or zone. 
(Ord. No. 4906 § 7 (D), 1995; Qrd. No. 4316 §1, 1991.) 
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Sec.25C-1. Tîile. 

This chapter shall be known and may be dted as the Sdiool Facilities Fee / Dedicadon Ordinance. 

Sec.2SC«2. Authority. 

This chapter is adopted pursuant îo the provisions of chapter 4.7 (commendng witb §65970) of Division 1 of 'litle 7 of the 
Govemmem Code. 

Sec.25C-^ Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide a method for frnandng intérim school facilities necessitated by new residential 
devdopments causing conditions of overcrowding. Ai the opdon of thé xmpacted school district, school impact fées or the 
dedication of land may be required pursuant to this chapter oi; in the alternative, pursuant to Chapter 25D of the Sonoma 
County Code or an ordinance adopted in connection with a spedfîc plan prepared in accordance with Government Code sections 
65450 et seq. (Ord. No. 3584, 1986.) 

Sec.25C-4. Régulations. 

The Board of Supervisors may, from time to time, by resolution, issue régulations to provide for the administration and 
implementation of this chapter. 

Sec.25C-5. General plan. 

The County of Sonoma's General Plan provides for the location of public scfaools. Where facilities are to be construaed from 
fées or land required to be dedicated hereunder, or both, they shall be consistent with the General Plan. 
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Sec25C-6. Conditions of overcrowding. 

Conditions of overcrowding means tfaat tfae total enrolïmenT of an aitendance arca's school or schoois, inciuding enrollmenx 
from proposed devdopment, ex ceed s the capadty of sucfa scfaool or schoois within the attendance area, as detennined by the 
goveming body of the school distria. 

Sec.25C-7. Oecision-making body. 

Dedsion-making body means the Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, Projea Review and Advisory Committee, or 
the Planning Directon 

Sec.2SC-8. Dweiling uniL 

Dwdling unit means a building or portion thereof, or a mobilehome, designed for residential occupation by one person or a 
group of two or more persons living together as a domestic unit. 

Sec.25C-9. Reasonable mathods for miiigating conditions ofovererowding. 

Reasonable meshodsfor mitigaâng conditions of overcrowding shall indude, but are not limixed to, agreemems between a 
subdivider or bmlder and the affected scfaool dâstxict, wherdiy tempoiarynise biiildxngs will be leased to the school district or 
temporary-use buildings owned by the school distiia will be used, and agreements between the affected school distria and other 
school districts wfaerdjy the affected school distria agrées to lease or purcfaase surplus or imderudlized school fadiities from 
other sdiool districts. (Ord. No. 3584, 1986.) 

Sec25C->10. Residential deveiopment 

Resdential deveiopment means a projea containing residemiai dweilings, induding second units mobile homes, of one or 
more units, or a division of land for the purpose of constructing one or more residential units. Residential deveiopment indudes 
but is not Vnrvtt^ to, a prdixsxaary or final deyeiopmenc jdan, a subdivision tentative, final, or parcel map, conditional use 
p e im'n, second unit permit or building permit for the création of new dweOing units, or any other discreùonary permit for new 
residential use indiidtng rime extensions of previously issued permits or approvals. An applicadon consisting soldy of a rezoning 
or gênerai or spedfic plan amendmem is not a residential deveiopment. (Ord. No. 3584, 1986.) 

Sec.25C-11. Findings and notice. 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65970 et seq., the goveming body of a school (fistzia may make a fînding supported by 
dear and convindng évidence thar: 

(a) Conditions of overcrowdii^ enst in one or more attendance areas within the distria which will impair the normal func- 

rirmfng nf i^hieatinnal p r n gr a iT«, ingfaidtng thg rtasem fnr «mA cnnditinnj; «rijmng; 

(b) AH reasonable methodsofmitigating conditions of overcrowding havebeenevaluated; 

(c) No feasible method for redudng sudi conditions esdsts. 

Upon making thèse fîndings, the school distria must provide the county with written nodœ of its findings as provided in 
section 25C-12. 

Sec.25C-12. Findings; requirements. 

Any notice of fîndings sent by a school distria to the County shall spedfy: 

(a) The findings listed in section 25C-1 1 . 

(b) Fîndings of facts and a sumznary of the évidence upon which the findings in section 25C-1 1 were based; 

(c) The mitigatiou measures and methods considered by the school distria in any determinanon made conceming them by the 
district; 

(d) The précise géographie boundaries of the overcrowded anendance area or areas; 

(e) Such other information as may bereqxiiredby a Board régulation; 
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(f) The completed application to the Office of Local Assistance for preliminary detennination of eiigibiiity under the Leroy F. 
Green State Scfaooi Building Lease-Purcfaase Law of 1976 (Chapter 22 (commendng with §17700) of Part 10 of the Education 
Code). (Ord. No. 3584, 1986.) 

Sec.2SC-13. Concurrence bycounty. 

The Board shall take no action on the notice of frndings sent to the County pursuant to section 25C-12 until the findings hâve 
been made availabie to the public for 60 days after the date of receipt by the County. The Board shall either concur or not concur 
in the notice of findings within 61 days to 150 days after the date of receipt of the fîndings. The Board may extend the period to 
concur or not to concur for one 30-day period. The failure of the Board of Supervisors to either concur or not concur within the 
time period prescribed shall not be deemed as an act of concurrence in the notice of fîndings by the Board. The Board, if it 
concurs with such school district fîndings, shall do so by resolution. 

The ^^f** of receipt of the notice of fîndings is the date when ail of the materiai required by this section are completed and fUed 
by the school district with the Board. (Ord. No. 3584, 1986.) 

Sec. 25C-14. Findings for deveiopment apprevaL 

Wî fhin an nttt^iHimep: area, where the Board has concurred in a school district's notice of fînding that conditions of overcrowd- 
ing exist, no dedsion-^nakîng body shall accept as complète or approve an application for a residential deveiopment within such 
area unless such dedsion-making body makes one of the foliowing fîndings: 

(a) That pursuant to tins chapter, provision has been made for payment of fées, dedication of land, or both, or, pursuant to 
an ordinanœ adopted in connection with a specifîc plan as set forth in section 25C-27 of this chapter or pursuant to Sonoma 
County Code Chapter 25D, some other provision has been agreed upon by the applicant for a residential deveiopment and the 
school district to yyrû^ti* the conditions of overcrowding within that attendance area; or 

(b) That there are spedflc, overriding fiscal, économie, sodal, or environmental factors, which, in the judgment of the 
dedsion-^naking body, would benefït the county, thereby justifying the approvai of a residential deveiopment otherwise subject to 
the provisions of this ordinance without requiring the payment of fées or the dedication of land or other altemate provision 
required by this cfaapteL 

(c) The ^plication for residential deveiopment is for replacement housing as a resuit of fîre or some other disaster where no 
new dwdling nmts are created; or 

(d) The application for residential devdopment is for the conversion of existing apartments, condominiums or vice-versa, and 
no new dwelling units are created. (Ord. No. 3584, 1986.) 

See.25C>15. Payment of fées, dedication of land. 

In an attendance area where the Board has concurred as provided in sections 25C~11, 25C-12, 25C>13, and 25C-14 of this 
chapter that overcrowdîng odsts, the applicam of a proposed residential devdopment, as a condition of approvai, shall pay fées, 
dedicate land, or doa combination thereof unless excepted as provided in section 25C-14 as determined by the dedsion-maldng 
body duiing the hearings and other proceedings on spedfîc residential devdopment applications falling within thdr respective 
jurisdictions. Prior to ti» imposition of the fées, or the dedication of land, or both, it shall be necessary for the Board to make the 
foliowing détermination: That the fadlities to be constructed, piirchased, leased, or rented from such fées or the land to be 
dedicated, or both, are consistent with the General Plan. (Ord. No. 2785 §11.) 

Where, between the issuance of a building or other permit and any extension thereof, a school impact fee pursuant to this 
chapter has been adopted or increased, the devdoper shall be obligated to pay the fee or the increased amoiici thereof as a 
condition of such extension. (Ord. No. 3584, 1986.) 

Sec.25C-16. Payment of fées in smaii residential deveiopments. 

Only the paîmient of fées shall be required in subdivisions containing 50 parcels or less, or other deveiopments containing 50 
units, or less. 
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Sec.25C-17. Standards for fées or iand. 

Any requirement imposed pursuam to this ordinance shall bear a reasonabie reiadonsfaip and will be lixnited to thc needs of the 
community for intérim dementary, or high school fadlides, and shall be reasonabiy rdaxed and limiTTd to the need for the schoois 
causni by the devdopment; provided, the value of the Iand to be dcdicatcd, or the fées, or both, shall not exceed the amount 
necessary to pay fîve amiual lease payments for the intérim fadlities. In lieu of the Iand dedicaxion or fées, the builder of a 
residendai devdopment may, at his or her opdon and at his or ber expénse, provide intérim f adlides , owned or controUed by such 
buildex; at the place designated by the school district, and at the concfaision of the Hfth school year the builder shall, at the 
builder^ expense, remove the intérim fadlities. If fées are paid and iTtî^rwri to purcfaase iand, no more Iand shall be purchased 
than is necessary for the placement thereon of intérim farifities. (Oïd. No. 2785 §IIL) (OnL 3584, 19816.) 

Sec.25C-18. Fee required. 

If the payment of a fee is required, such payment shall be made at the time the building permit is approved and issued. 

See.25C-19. Land dedlcation. 

When land is to be dedicated, it shall be offered for dedication in substantially the same mannif as prescribed in county 
subdivision ordînance. Land shaObedeeded directlyto the sdK)ol distria or diàricts under procédures adopôedby the county. 

Sac.25C-20. Refunds. 

(a) If a fioàL subdivision map, a parcd map, or condidonal use permit is vacated or voided, and the county still retains the 
land, and if the appiicant so requests, the Board shall order such land retumed. 

(b) If a residential devdopment approval is vacated or voided, and if the county stîll retains the fées collected therefox; and if 
the applicant so requests, the Board shaE order the fées retursed to die appiicant. 

See.25C-21. Sehooi district sdteduie. 

As part of the notice of fîndings pursuam to section 25C-12, or in any event before concurrence by the Board pursuam to 
section 25C-13 or before a décision of the Board to increase the amount of Iand to be dedicated or the fées to be paid, or both, the 
goveming body of the school distria shall then submit a schedule to the Board spedfying how it wiQ use the land or fées, or both, 
to solve the conditions of overcrowdxng. The schedule shall indude tiie school sites to be used, the dassroom fadlities to be made 
avaiiabie, and the times when those fadlities wiE be avaHable. If the goveming body of the school distria cannot meet the 
schedule, it shall submit modifications to the Board and the reasons for the modifications. 

Sec.2SC->22. Use offaes and land. 

An fées or land, or both, coUected pursuant to this diapter and transf erred to a school distria, shall be iised only by the school 
distria for the purpose of providing intérim dementary or high sdiool dassroom fadlities. Intérim fadlities for the purposes of 
this chapter shall be in*^**^ to temporary dassrooms, *indudxng their reasonabie site pré p ara tion and installation, utilities, 
fumishings, and toilét fadlities not constructed with permanent foundations. Imetim fadlities aiso indudes the land n ece ssa r y 
for the placement of temporary dassrooms thereon." (Ord. No. 3584, 1987.) 

Sec25C-23. Agreement for fee distribution. 

If two separate school districts operate schoois in an attendancc area where the Board concurs that overcrowding conditions 
exist for both school districts, the Board wHl enter into an agreemem -with the goveming body of each school distria for the 
purpose of daermining the division of revenues £rom the fées levied pursuant to this ordinance. 
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Sec.25C-24. Account 

Any schooi district receiviiig funds or land pursuant to this chuter shail maintain a separate account for any fées paid and 
disposition of land received, and siiall fîle a report with the Board on the balance and account at the end of the previous fiscal 
year and the fadiities leased, purcfaased, or constructed during the previous fiscal year. In addition, the report shall spedfy wfaich 
attendance areas will continue to be overcrowded when the fall term begins and where conditions of overcrowding will no longer 
edst. Such report shall be filed by October 15, and shall be fîied more frequently at the request of the Board. (Ord. No. 3018 §1.) 

Sea 25C-25. Tennination of dedication or fee requîranients. 

When it is determined by the Board of Supervisors that conditions of overcrowding no longer exist in an attendance area, 
dedsion-making bodies shall cease imposition of any requirements imder this chapter. 

Sec 25C-26. Prohibition of levy of fee or dedication of land after receipt of apportionment 

One year after receipt of an apportionment pursuam to the Leroy F. Greene State Schooi Building Lease-Purcfaase Law of 1976 
(Chapter 22 - commendng with Section 17700 - of Part 10 of the Education Code), for construction of a schooi, the County shall 
not be permitted thereaftei; pursuant to this chapter or pursuant to any other schooi fadiities financing arrangement such district 
may hâve with builders of residentiai devdopmeots, to levy any fee or to require the dedication of any land within the attendance 
arca of the districL (Ord. No. 2785 §V; 3329 §1.) 

Sec.25C-27. Fées or dedication establisiiedby Spécifie Plan. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in tins chapter to the contrary, a devdoper shall not be required to dedicate land or to pay 
schooi impact fées for residentiai devdopment otherwise required by this Chapter or Chapter 25C, if 1) the proposed residendal 
devdopment is located within an area covered by a duly adopted spedHc plan and if 2) the deveioper has been required to 
dedicate land or pay fées for schooi fadiities pursuant to an ordinance adopted for the purpose of implementing any such spedfîc 
plan and if 3) such ordinance or spedfîc plan provides that the dedication of land or payment of fées is for the purpose of fully 
mJTigamig the condidons of overcrowding created by the proposed residentiai devdopment. (Ord. No. 3584, 1987.) 
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C:HAPTER25D 
(Ord. No. 3584, 1986) 

ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL FACILITIES FEES/DEDICATION ORDINANŒ 



§25I>-1 Titlc 

§2SI>2 Définitions. 

§25I>-3 Purposc 

§25I>t4 Amhority. 

§25D>5 General plan. 

§2SI>-6 Appiicationsforresidentialdeveiopnient. 

§25I>-7 Speciaiappiicanonaxulappioval-lequiredfîndings. 

§25D-€ Feeieqoired. 

§2SI>-9 Standaixisforfeesorland. 

§ 2SD-10 Feesordffdicarion estabUshcd by Spedfic Plan. 



Sec 250-1. Titie. 

This chapter sfaall be known and may be dted as the Alternative School Fadiities Fées/ Dedication Ordioance. 

Se& 250-2. Définitions. 

Uniess spedfied herein to the coatrar); tiie defînitioDs set fozth in Chapter 25C of the Sonoma County Code shall appiy to this 
Chapter 25D. 

Sec. 250-3. Purpose. 

In consideiing proposais for new residendal devdopment, the Board of Supervisors has evaiuated reports from school districts 
and other agendes regarding the adequacy of public school services and fadiities required to serve new deveiopment. In many 
cases, howevei; the required public services hâve not in faa been installed by the time the deveiopment causes a need. The resuit 
has been that résidents in newiy devdoped areas hâve been inadequatdy served with schoois. State législation and Chapter 25C of 
the Sonoma County Code provide for the dedication of land and/or the payment of fées by residential devdopers to overcrowd- 
ed school districts for intérim dassroom and rdated fadiities. The législation and ordinance hâve alleviated some of the prob- 
lems, but they make no provision for long-term permanent solutions to the overcrowding of school districts and provide no 
flexiisility to the devdoper and district to agrée upon alternative, and perhaps more effîcadous, mitigation measures. The 
purpose of this Chapter 25D is to provide an alternative method of midgaring conditions of overcrowding created by new 
devdopment by providing an aitemadve procédure through which the districts may secure fées for the purpose of constructing 
new permanent fadiities, rehabilitating old fadiities or acquiring land upon which such fadiities may be construaed. 

Sec. 250-4. Authority. 

The Board of Supervisors hereby fînds .that the provisions of this Chapter 25D are necessary to préserve the public health, 
saf ety and gênerai wdfare of the résidents of the County of Sonoma by providing a mechanism whereby permanent educational 
fadlides may be rehabilitated and constructed to meet the needs of new residential deveiopment. 

Sec. 250-5. Gênerai pian. 

The Sonoma County General Plan provides for the location of public schoois. Where fadli. «es are to be constructed from fées 
or land required to be dedîcated hereundei; or both, such construcdon or acquisition sfaall be consistent witli the General Plan. 
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doc 250-6. Applications for residentiai deveiopment 

(a) Where the fïndiags required by Sonoma County Code secdons 25C-1 1 and 2C-I3 hâve been made, cacfa application for a 
proposed residentiai devdopmem invohnng property iocated ^witfain the juiisdiction of an impaaed schooi district sh?^ n indude a 
written statement from the distria sraring whether the distria will be able to provide adéquate schooi services and fadiities for the 
proposed residentiai devdopment. 

(b) If the distria states that it wilI not be able to provide adéquate schooi services and farilities, it shall indude an explanadon 
of its reasons for that statement, and a description of measuies concurrently undgnakffn or planned or any other measures 
deemed necessary to provide adéquate schooi services and facSities to meet the needs of the proposed residentiai devdopment. 
Such measures may inchide private contribution, schooi impaa fées, or dcdicarinns pursuant to Sonoma County Code Chapter 
25C. 

(c) If the distria detennines that schooi impaa fées or dedicarions of land for intérim fadiities pursuant to Chapter 2SC wilI 
not be suffïdent to provide adéquate schooi services and fadiities concutiently with need, the distria shall détermine what 
reasonabie mitigation is necessary to provide arirgiiarr schooi services and fadiities concurrently with need and shall certify 
whether the devdoper bas agreed to modify fais or her projea to incorporate the mirigation determined to be necessary by the 
district. 

(d) Unless otherwise required by iaw, no application for residentiai devdopment shall be accepted as complae or approved 
until the TTnpacîf^ distria states in accordance with this chapter 2SD, Chapter 25C or a sdxool fadiities ordinance adopted in 
connection with a spécifie plan as sa forth in secrion 25D-10 of this chaptei; thaï adéquate public schooi fadiities wilI be provided 
by the devdoper coiicurremly with the need generated by the proposed residentiai devdopment. 

(e) Contributions, fées, ordrdicafinns authorizedby this Chapter 2SD may be used for the purposeofpurchasing future sites 
for educational fadiities, constructing new fadiities, or for r^iaixing or rehabilitating easting fadiities. 

Sec.250-7. Spedal appOeation and approval - required findings. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2SD-6, the dedsiounnaidi^ body may accept and approve an application for a 
residentiai devdopment which is not accompanied by a statement by the schooi distria that adeqTiatf public schooi fadiities wilI 
be provided concurrently with need wiiere one of the following frndings is made.: 

(a) That pursuant to this chaptex; provision bas beoi made for payment of fées, dedication of land, or both oz; pursuant to an 
ordinance adopted in connection with a spedfic pian as sa forth in section 2SD*I0 or pursuant to Sonoma County Code Chapter 
25C, some other provision has been agreed upon by the applicant for a residentiai devdopment and the schooi distria to mitigate 
the conditions of overcrowding withhi that attendance area; or 

(b) That there are spedfîc, ovesciding fîscal, économie sodal, or enviromnental faaors, which, in the judgment of the 
dedsioiMnaking body, would benefît the county, xbcrday justifying the approvai of a residentiai devdopment otherwise subjea to 
the provisions of this ordinance without requiring the paymenz of fées or the dedication of land or other ahemate provision 
rrqtïired by this chapter^ 

(c) The application for residentiai devdopment is for replacement housing as a resuk of fïre or some other disaster where no 
new dwdling uxôts are created; or 

(d) The application for residentiai devdopment is for the conversion of existing aparrments, condominiums or vice-versa, and 
ao new dwdling units are created. 

Sec. 2SO-8. Fee required. 

If the payment of a f ee is ^reed upon by the distria and the devdoper pursuant to this chapter; such payment shall be made ai 
he time that the building permit for the residentiai devdopment is approved and îssued. A building permit for the residentiai 
levdopment shall be approved and issued only upon certification from the distria thar the devdoper has marie the appropriate 
ayments agreed upon. 
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Sec. 250-9. Standards for fées or land. 

Any contribimon, fee, or dedicadon imposed pizrsuant to this cfaapter shall bear a reasonable reiadonship and will be liznited to 
the needs of the commimity for permanent dementary, junior high, or high school fadiities, and shall be reasonabiy relaied and 
limited to the need for the schools caused by the residenrial devdopment. Nothing contained in this chapter shall authorize an 
impacted sdiool district to demanda in connection with an application for a residendal subdivision not accompanied by an 
application for some other discretionary approvai, a land dedicadon for educadonal fadlides where such land dedicadon would 
exceed the limitadons of secdon 66478 of the State Subdivision Map Act. 

Section 2SD-10. Fées or decfication established by Spécifie Plan. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in this chapter to the contrary, a devdoper shall not be required to dedicate land or to pay 
school impact fées for residendal devdopment otherwise required by this Chapter or Chapter 25C, if 1) the proposed residendal 
devdopment is located within an area covered by a duly adopted spedfîc plan and if 2) the devdoper has been required to 
dedicate land or pay fées for sdiool fadlides puisuant to an ordinance adopted for the purpose of implementing any such spedfîc 
plan and if 3) such ordinance or speâfîc plan provides that the dedicadon of land or payment of fées is for the purpose of fuily 
midgating the condidons of overcrowding created by the proposed residendal devdopment. 
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SONOMA COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS 

CHAPTER 26 
SONOMA COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS* 

Article 01. Applicability of Zoning Districts To General Plan Land Use Catégories. 

§ 26-0] -010 Applicability of zoning districts to gênerai plan land use catégories. 

Article 02. In General. 

§ 26-02-0 1 Purpose of chapter. 

§ 26-02-020 Composition of zoning ordinance. 

§ 26-02-030 Numerical références and headings. 

§ 26-02-040 Zoning permits relative to the gênerai, spécifie and area plans. 

§ 26-02-050 Sonoma Valley residential growth management plan. 

§ 26-02-060 Sonoma County Area No. 6 residential growth management plan. 

§ 26-02-070 Applicability of chapter to governmental units. 

§ 26-02-080 General plan conformity of certain open space acquisitions. 

§ 26-02-090 Base districts enumerated. 

§ 26-02-100 Combining districts enumerated. 

§ 26-02-1 10 Establishment of districts generally. 

§26-02-120 Interprétation of district boundaries. 

§26-02-130 Officiai zoning database. 

§ 26-02-140 Définitions. 

Article 04. LIA Land Intensive Agriculture District. 

§ 26-04-005 Purpose. 

§26-04-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-04-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-04-030 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article 06. LEA Land Extensive Agriculture District. 

§ 26-06-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-06-0 1 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-06-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-06-030 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article 08. DA Diverse Agriculture District. 

§ 26-08-005 Purpose. 



Editor's Note: For cross-reference table of the original zoning ordinance section numbers, see the Tables foUowing Ch. 32. 
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§ 26-08-0 1 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-08-020 Uses pemnitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-08-030 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 
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Article 10. RRD Resources and Rural Development. 

§26-10-005 Purpose. 

§ 26- 10-010 Pemiitted uses. 

§ 26-1 0-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-10-030 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article 12. RRDWA Resources and Rural Development (Agricultural Préserve) District. 

§ 26-12-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-12-010 Pei-mitted uses. 

§ 26-12-020 Uses pemiitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-12-030 Pemiitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article 14. TP Timberland Production District. 

§ 26-14-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-14-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-1 4-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§26-14-030 Yard requirements. 

Article 16. AR Agriculture and Residential District. 

§26-16-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-16-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-1 6-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-16-030 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article 18. RR Rural Residential District. 

§26-18-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-18-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26- 1 8-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-1 8-030 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article 20. RI Low Density Residential District. 

§ 26-20-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-20-01 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-20-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-20-030 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 
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Article 22. R2 Médium Density Residential District 

§ 26-22-005 Pmpose. 

§ 26-22-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-22-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-22-030 Permitted residential density and development ciiteiia. 

Article 24. R3 High Density Residential District 

§ 26-24-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-24-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-24-020 Uses permitted with a use permit 

§ 26-24-030 Permitted residential density and development ciiteiia. 

Article 26. PC Planned Commimity District 

§ 26-26-005 Puipose. 

§ 26-26-010 Application. 

§ 26-26-020 Preliminaiy development plan. 

§ 26-26-030 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-26-040 Uses permitted with précise development plan. 

§ 26-26-050 Précise development plan. 

§ 26-26-060 Residential density, building intensity and development criteiia. 

Article 28. CO Administrative and Professional Office District 

§ 26-28-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-28-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-28-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-28-030 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 30. Cl Neighborhood Commercia] District 

§ 26-30-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-30-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-30-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-30-030 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 32. C2 Retail Business and Service District 

§ 26-32-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-32-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-32-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-32-030 Building intensity and development criteria. 
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Article 34. C3 General Commercial District 

§ 26-34-005 Purpose- 

§ 26-34-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-34-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-34-030 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 36. LC Limited Commercial District 

§ 26-36-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-36-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-36-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-36-030 Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 38. RC Rm^ Conamerdal District 

§ 26-38-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-38-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-38-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-38-030 Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 40. AS Agricultm^ Services District 

§ 26-40-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-40-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-40-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-40-030 Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 42. K Récréation and Visitor-Serving Connmercial District 

§ 26-42-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-42-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-42-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-42-030 Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 44. MP Industrial Park District 

§ 26-44-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-44-010 Permitted uses, subject to compliance with performance standards. 

§ 26-44-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-44-030 Building intensity and development criteria. 
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Article 46. Ml Limited Urban Indiistrial District 

§ 26-46-005 Puipose. 

§ 26-46-010 Pennitted uses. 

§ 26-46-020 Uses permitted with a use pennit. 

§ 26-46-030 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 48. M2 Heavy Industrial District 

§ 26-48-005 Purpose- 

§ 26-48-010 Pennitted uses. 

§ 26-48-020 Uses permitted with a use pennit. 

§ 26-48-030 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 50. M3 Limited Rural Industrial District 

§ 26-50-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-50-010 Pennitted uses. 

§ 26-50-020 Uses pennitted with a use pennit 

§ 26-50-030 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 52. FF Public Facilities District 

§ 26-52-005 Puipose. 

§ 26-52-010 Applicability as a combining district. 

§ 26-52-020 Applicability as a base district 

§ 26-52-030 Pennitted uses. 

§ 26-52-040 Uses pennitted with a use pennit — Spécial districts. 

§ 26-52-050 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article 54. S Study District 

§ 26-54-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-54-010 Pennitted uses. 

§ 26-54-020 Uses pennitted with a use pennit. 

Article 56. FI Floodway Combining District 

§ 26-56-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-56-010 Location and boundaries. 

§ 26-56-020 Uses within floodway. 

§ 26-56-030 Development standards for floodways. 
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Article 58. F2 Floodplain Combining District 

§ 26-58-005 Puipose. 

§ 26-58-010 Location and boundaries. 

§ 26-58-020 Uses within floodplain. 

§ 26-58-030 Development standards. 

Article 60. J Manufactured Home Exclusion Combining District 

§ 26-60-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-60-010 Permitted uses. 

Article 62. SD Scenic Design Combining District 

§ 26-62-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-62-010 Height, bulk and area requirements. 

§ 26-62-020 Design review approval. 

Article 64. SR Scenic Resources Combining District 

§ 26-64-005 Puipose. 

§ 26-64-010 Development criteria. 

§ 26-64-020 Connnunity separators and scenic landscape units. 

§ 26-64-030 Scenic corridors. 

§ 26-64-040 Télécommunication facilities in the SR distticL 

§ 26-64-050 Design review approval. 

Article 66. BR Biotic Resource Combining District 

§ 26-66-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-66-010 Development criteria. 

§ 26-66-020 Critical habitat area. 

§ 26-66-030 Riparian coiridors. 

Article 67. VOH Valley Oak Habitat Combining District 

§ 26-67-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-67-010 Interprétation. 

§ 26-67-020 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-67-030 Mitigation required — ^Exceptions. 

§ 26-67-040 Design review approval. 

§ 26-67-050 Penalty for violation of article. 
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Article 68. HD Historié Combining Distriet. 

§ 26-68-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-68-010 Désignation of historié struetures and historié distriets. 

§ 26-68-020 Altérations of designated historié struetures and new eonstruetion within a historié 

distriet. 

§ 26-68-030 Standards governing deeisions of eounty landmarks eommission. 

§ 26-68-040 Appeal to planning eommission and/or board of supervisors. 

Article 70. G Géologie Hazard Area Combining District. 

§ 26-70-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-70-010 Loeation and boundaries. 

§ 26-70-020 Permitted fées. 

§ 26-70-030 Géologie reports required. 

Article 72. MR Minerai Resource Combining District. 

§ 26-72-005 Purpose. 

§26-72-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-72-020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-72-030 Permitted residential density and development eriteria. 

Article 74. P Parking District Régulations. 

§ 26-74-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-74-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-74-020 Design review approval. 

Article 76. Z Second Unit Exclusion Combining District. 

§ 26-76-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-76-0 1 Permitted uses. 

Article 78. B Combining Districts. 

§ 26-78-005 Purpose. 

§26-78-010 General ly. 

Article 80. TS Traffic Sensitive Combining District. 

§ 26-80-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-80-010 Permitted uses and uses permitted with use permit. 

§ 26-80-020 Permitted building intensity and development eriteria. 
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Article 81. MHP Mobilehome Park Combining District. 

§26-81-005 Purpose. 

§26-81-010 Permitted uses. 

§ 26-8 1 -020 Uses permitted with a use permit. 

§ 26-81-030 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

§ 26-8 1 -040 Procédures for ciosure, cessation of use or conversion of a mobiJehome park. 

Article 82. Design Review. 

§ 26-82-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-82-010 Preliminary development plan requirements. 

§ 26-82-020 Final development plans. 

§ 26-82-030 General development standards. 

§ 26-82-040 Approval of building permits, zoning permits and land use — Status of approved 

preliminary and final development plan(s), and improvement agreements. 

§ 26-82-050 Design review requirement. 

Article 84. Sign Régulations. 



§ 26-84-005 
§26-84-010 
§ 26-84-020 
§ 26-84-030 



Purpose. 

General sign provisions. 

Définitions. 

Permitted signs. 



• 



Article 86. Parking Régulations. 



§26-86-010 

Article 88. 

§26-88-010 
§ 26-88-020 
§ 26-88-030 
§ 26-88-040 
§ 26-88-050 
§ 26-88-060 
§ 26-88-070 
§26-88-080 
§ 26-88-090 
§26-88-100 
§26-88-110 
§ 26-88-120 
§26-88-121 
§26-88-122 

(Révisée) 9-05) 



Required parking. 

General Use and Bulk Exceptions — Building Lines. 

General use provisions and exceptions. 

General lot area and width régulations and exemptions. 

General height régulations and exceptions. 

General yard régulations and exceptions. 

Building lines. 

Second dwelling units. 

Recycling collection and processing facilities. 

Large family day care. 

Manufactured homes placed on permanent foundations. 

Mobile home park standards. 

Low water use landscaping. 

Repealed. 

Home Occupations. 

Live/Work Uses. 
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§ 26-88-123 Mixed-use developments. 

§ 26-88-124 Work/live units. 

§ 26-88-125 Single room occupancy (SRO) facilities. 

§ 26-88-126 Médical cannabis dispensary uses. 

§ 26-88-130 Télécommunication facilities. 

§ 26-88-135 Small wind energy Systems. 

§ 26-88-140 Minor timberland conversions. 

§ 26-88-150 Timberland conversions of less than three acres in the TP (timberland production) 

district. 

§ 26-88-1 60 Major timberland conversions. 

§ 26-88-1 70 Compliance with right to farai ordinance. 

§ 26-88-180 Agricultural homesite parcels. 

§ 26-88-190 Limitations on lot line adjustments. 



Article 89. Affordable Housing Program Requirements and Incentives. 

§ 26-89-010 Purpose. 

§ 26-89-020 Applicability. 

§ 26-89-030 Administration and gênerai requirements. 

§ 26-89-040 Affordable housing requirements for residential development. 

§ 26-89-045 Workforce housing program requirements. 

§ 26-89-050 Density bonus programs. 

§ 26-89-060 Affordable housing incentives. 

§ 26-89-070 Design and construction standards. 

§ 26-89-080 Ownership unit occupancy and long-term restrictions. 

§ 26-89-090 Rental unit occupancy and long-term restrictions. 

§ 26-89-100 Affordable housing agreements. 

§ 26-89-1 1 Spécial needs housing agreements. 

Article 90. Local Area Development Guidelines. 

§ 26-90-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-90-0 1 West County. 

§ 26-90-020 North County. 

§ 26-90-030 Central County. 

§ 26-90-03 1 Canon Manor West Subdivision 

§ 26-90-040 South County. 

§ 26-90-041 Glen Ellen. 

§ 26-90-050 Taylor Mountain/Sonoma Mountain development guidelines. 

Article 92. Administrative and Public Hearing Procédures. 

§ 26-92-0 1 Zoning permit — When required. 

§ 26-92-020 Same — Issuance. 

§ 26-92-030 Indemnifïcation of county. 
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§ 26-92-040 Hearings — Appeals of administrative décisions — Questions on permitted uses. 

§ 26-92-050 Same— Notice. 

§ 26-92-060 Concurrent processing of related applications. 

§ 26-92-070 Use pennits — Issuance generally. 

§ 26-92-080 Same — Findings of the board of zoning adjustments — Conditions. 

§ 26-92-090 Mobile home park conversion, closure or cessation of use. 

§ 26-92-100 Variances generally. 

§ 26-92-1 10 When décision of board of zoning adjustments to be final. 

§26-92-120 Revocation generally. 

§ 26-92-1 30 Revocation for failure to use or for abandonment of use. 

§ 26-92- 1 40 Revocation— Notice. 

§ 26-92-1 50 Permit conditions as violations of this chapter. 

§26-92-155 Original jurisdiction. 

§ 26-92- 1 60 Appeals to the board of supervisors. 

§ 26-92-161 Direct review. 

§ 26-92-162 Simultaneous appeal and direct review. 

§ 26-92-170 Application for zoning permits, use permits, variances and appeals. 

§ 26-92-1 80 Fées for zoning permits, use permits, variances, appeals, and design review. 

§ 26-92-190 Enforcement of chapter. 

§ 26-92-200 Compliance with chapter generally. 

§ 26-92-210 Pennits and Hcense to conform to chapter. 

§ 26-92-220 Structure or use contrary to chapter prohibited — Declared public nuisance — Abatement 

generally. 

§ 26-92-230 Same — Abatement of outdoor advertising structures and signs. 

§ 26-92-240 Repealed. 

§ 26-92-250 Remédies to be cumulative. 

§ 26-92-260 Penalty for violation of chapter — Continuing violations. 

§ 26-92-270 Tolling of development timelines. 
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Article 93. Requests for Reasonable Accommodations under the Fair Housing Acts. 

§ 26-93-010 Purpose. 

§ 26-93-020 Applicability. 

§ 26-93-030 Application requirements. 

§ 26-93-040 Review authority and procédure. 

§ 26-93-050 Findings and décision. 

§ 26-93-060 Appeal of détermination. 

Article 94. Nonconforming Uses. 



§ 26-94-010 
§ 26-94-020 
§ 26-94-030 
§ 26-94-040 
§ 26-94-050 



Continuance. 
Reconstruction. 
Termination of use. 
Repairs and maintenance. 
Waiver of covered parking 
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§ 26-94-060 Construction beginning prior to effective date of ordinance. 

§ 26-94-070 Nonconfomiing uses created by change in districts. 

§ 26-94-080 Outdoor advertising structures and signs. 

Article 96. Amendments. 

§ 26-96-010 Procédure generally — ^Methods of initiating. 

§ 26-96-020 Public hearing — Zoning and intérim zoning. 

§ 26-96-030 Action by planning commission. 

§ 26-96-040 Action by board of supervisors — Abandonment or withdrawal of amendator}^ 
proceedings. 

Article 98. Development Fées. 

§ 26-98-005 Purpose. 

§ 26-98-010 Sonoma Valley development fee. 

§ 26-98-020 Sonoma Valley development fee impact area. 

§ 26-98-030 Findings and detemiinations of the board of supervisors. 

§ 26-98-040 Amount of roadway improvement fund. 

§ 26-98-050 Alternative method and compliance with other laws, 

§ 26-98-060 Projects exempt from fee requirements. 

§26-98-070 Annual adjustment and reviewof fées. 

§ 26-98-080 Timing of fee payments. 

§26-98-090 Developer construction ofoversizedfacilities. 

§ 26-98-100 Fee adjustments. 

§ 26-98-200 Windsor spécifie plan development fées — Purpose. 

§ 26-98-2 1 Method of computation. 

§ 26-98-220 Establishment and administration of Windsor Park development fund. 

§ 26-98-230 Establishment and administration of Windsor fire protection improvement fund. 

§ 26-98-3 1 Imposition of development fées and timing of fee payments. 

§ 26-98-320 Annual adjustment and review of fées. 

§ 26-98-330 Amount of fee payment for school site acquisition. 

§ 26-98-340 Amount of fee for park development fund. 

§ 26-98-350 Amount of fîre protection improvement fee. 

§ 26-98-370 Alternative method and compliance with other laws. 

§ 26-98-380 Projects exempt from fee requirements. 

§ 26-98-400 Airport industrial area development fées. 

§ 26-98-4 1 Method of computation and amount of fee. 

§ 26-98-420 Administration of the Sonoma County airport industrial area improvement fiind. 

§ 26-98-430 Imposition of development fées and timing of fee payments. 

§ 26-98-440 Annual adjustment and review of fées. 

§ 26-98-450 Amount of Sonoma County airport industrial spécifie plan fund. 

§ 26-98-460 Repealed. 

§ 26-98-470 Repealed. 
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§ 26-98-500 Mooreland Avenue traffic impact zone. ^jj^ 

§ 26-98-5 1 Method of computation and amount of fee. ^1^ 

§ 26-98-520 Establishment and administration of the Moorland Avenue traffic impact zone 

improvement fund. 

§ 26-98-530 Imposition of development fées and timing of fee payments. 

§ 26-98-540 Annual adjustment and review of fées. 

§ 26-98-550 Amount of traffic impact zone improvement fund. 

§ 26-98-600 Purpose of countywide traffic development fee. 

§ 26-98-605 Countywide development fee impact area. 

§ 26-98-610 Findings and déterminations of the board of supervisors. 

§ 26-98-620 Amount of roadway improvement fund. 

§ 26-98-630 Alternative method and compliance with other laws. 

§ 26-98-640 Projects exempt from fee requirements. 

§ 26-98-650 Annual adjustment and review of fées. 

§ 26-98-660 Timing of fee payments. 

§ 26-98-670 Developer construction of oversized facilities. 

§ 26-98-680 Fee adjustments. 

§ 26-98-700 Purpose of Larkfield area development fee. 

§ 26-98-710 Larkfield development fee impact area. 

§ 26-98-720 Findings and déterminations of the board of supervisors. 

§ 26-98-730 Amount of roadway improvement fund. 

§ 26-98-740 Alternative method and compliance with other laws. 

§ 26-98-750 Projects exempt fi"om fee requirements. 

§ 26-98-760 Annual adjustment and review of fées. 

§ 26-98-770 Timing of fee payments. 

§ 26-98-780 Developer construction of oversized facilities. 

§ 26-98-790 Fee adjustments. 

§ 26-98-800 Affordable or spécial needs housing — Déferrai of fee payment. 
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APPLICABILITY OF ZONmG DISTRICTS 
TO GENERAL PLAN LAND USE CATEGORIES 



Land Use Category 

Land Intensive Agriculture 
Land Extensive Agriculture 
Diverse Agriculture 
Resources and Rural Development 



Base Zoning District 



Article 



Rural Residential 



Urban Residential 



General Commercial 



Limited Commercial 
and Limited Commercial 
Trafïic Sensitive 



Récréation and Visiter Serving 
Commercial 



LIA Land Intensive Agriculture 26-04 

LEA Land Extensive Agriculture 26-06 

DA Diverse Agriculture 26-08 

TP Timber Production 26-14 

RRD Resources and Rural Development 26-10 

RRDWA Resources and Rural Development 

(Agriculture Préserve) 26-12 

RR Rural Residential 26-18 

PC Planned Community 26-26 

AR Agriculture and Residential 26-16 

RR Rural Residential 26-18 

RI Low Density Residential 26-20 

R2 Médium Density Residential 26-22 

R3 High Density Residential 26-24 

PC Planned Community 26-26 

CO Administrative and Professional Office .... 26-28 

Cl Neighborfiood Commercial 26-30 

C2 Retail Business 26-32 

C3 Heavy Conunercial 26-34 

PC Planned Community 26-26 

CO Administrative and Professional Office .... 26-28 

Cl Neighborhood Commercial 26-30 

PC Planned Community 26-26 

AS Agricultural Services 26-40 

LC Limited Commercial 26-36 

RC Rural Conmiercial . 26-38 

K Récréation and Visitor Serving 

Commercial 26-42 
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Land Use Category 

General Industrial 

Limited Industrial 
Public/Quasi Public 
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Base Zoning District Articie 

MP Industrial Park 26-44 

Ml Limited Urban Industrial 26-46 

M2 Heavy Industrial 26-48 

MP Industrial Paik 26-44 

Ml Limited Urban Industrial 26-46 

M3 Limited Rural Industrial 26-50 

PF Public Facilities : 26-52 



• 
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§ 26-02-010 SONOMA COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS § 26-02-020 

Article 02. 

In General. 

Sec 26-02-010. Purpose of chapter. 

This chapter is adopted to promote and protect the public health, safety, peace, comfort, convenience and 
gênerai welfare. It is also adopted for the following specifïed purposes: 

(a) To provide for the orderly and bénéficiai land use of the county; 

(b) To protect the character and social and économie stability of agricultural, residential, commercial, 
industrial and other communities within the county; 

(c) To protect the pubhc safety and welfare by regulating the location and uses of ail structures and land; 

(d) To protect and conserve the scenic, lecreational and natural resource characteristics of the county; (Ord. 

No. 2392, § 4) 

(e) To provide for the orderly and timely processing of development projects as anticipated by the Calif omia 
Permit Streamlining Act Development projects do not include rezonings, plan amendments or other 
applications accompanied by a request for a rezoning or plan amendment. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-02-020. Composition bf zoning ordinance. 

(a) The zoning ordinance establishes varions districts within the unincorporated tenitoiy of the county and 
désignâtes lawfnl permitted uses, and uses which may be approved through the use pennit process. 
Within thèse districts (1) it is unlawfiil to erect, construct, alter or maintain certain buildings or to cany 
on certain trades or occupations or to conduct certain uses of land or buildings, (2) the height and bulk 
of future buildings shall be limited, and (3) certain open areas shall be required around future buildings. 
The varions districts also consist of appropriate régulations to be enforced in such distria, ail as set f orth 
in this chapter. 

(b) In conformance with the open space and pubhc safety éléments of the gênerai plan, the county of 
Sonoma déclares that the following articles of this chapter constitute its open space zoning pursuant 
to Government Code Section 65910: 

Article 56 FI Floodway Combining District 

Article 58 F2 Floodplain Combining District 

Article 78 B Districts 

Article 62 SD Scenic Design Combining District 

Article 68 HD Historié Combining District 

Article 64 SR Scenic Resource Combining District 

Article 66 BR Biotic Resource Combining District 

Article 70 G Géologie Hazard Combining District 

(Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec 26-02-030. Numerical références and headings. ^B 

The planning director or his or her désignée, without following the procédures necessaiy to amend the 
provisions of this chapter, may periodically renumber or reletter the sections of this chapter so long as no 
text changes are made. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-02-040. Zonii^ permits relative to the gênerai, spedfîc, and area plans. 

No ministerial or discretionary permit, such as, but not limited to, rezonings, use permits, variances, building 
or zoning permits for any use in any district, shall be issued if such rezoning or pennit is inconsistent with 
the Sonoma County gênerai plan or any duly adopted spécifie or area pians, except that: 

(a) Issuance of a permit for a second dwelling unit pursuant to Section 26-84-060 is exempt from gênerai 
plan density restrictions; and 

(b) Issuance of a building permit for a dwelling unit in Area No. 9 is subject to the provisions of Section 
26-02-050, the Sonoma Valley '*Residential Growth Management Plan"; and 

(c) Issuance of building permits and création of new lots in Area No. 6 are subject to the provisions of 
Section 26-02-060, the "Sonoma County Area No. 6 Residential Growth Management Plan." (Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-02-050. Sonoma Valley residential growth management plan. I^V 

(a) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Sonoma County Code to the contrary, no application for a 
residential building permit in Planning Area No. 9 shaU be accepted, processed, issued or approved if 
such application would be contrary to the restrictions otherwise set forth in this section. 

(b) Each year, the board of supervisors shall receive from the planning department a report on the 
effectiveness of this growth management plan. The plan may be revised at the discrétion of the board, 
or may be lifted at such a time that the board détermines that residential deveiopment in the subject 
area is substantiaily in conformance with gênerai plan projections. The board may, from time to time, 
request a review of the report by a committee comprised of représentatives of the city, the county, 
représentatives of public service districts, and the concemed pubhc who réside in Planning Area No. 
9. 

(c) Growth Management Measures for Planning Area No. 9. 

( 1 ) No new application for a building permit or fées theref or for a new dwelling unit may be accepted, 
processed or issued by the county for property within the Sonoma Valley planning area (Area No. 
9 as shown in Exhibit A attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter) unless and until a 
dwelling unit allotment has been approved except as provided in subsection (c)(4) of this section. 
A parcel spécifie delineation of Area No. 9 may be found on the large land use map adopted by 
the board of supervisors on March 23, 1989 in cormection with the adoption of the gênerai plan. 
Copies of such maps are available for pubhc inspection at the planning department offices. 
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(2) No more than sixty (60) dwelling unit allotments may be approved (plus any canyover from the 
previous year) for any calendar year in that portion of Area No. 9 which lies within the county 
gênerai plan "Uiban Service Area" as shown on the gênerai plan land use map. 

(3) No more than thirty (30) dwelling imit allotments may be approved (plus any canyover from the 
previous year) for any calendar year in that portion of Area No. 9 which lies outside of the countv- 
gênerai plan "Urban Service Area" as shown on the gênerai plan land use map. 

(4) Category 1 Units. An application for a building permit for a new dwelling unit may be accepted, 
processed and issued for the follovydng units without prior approval of a dwelling unit allotment. 

(i) Reconstmction, repair, remodeling and additions to of existing légal dwellings; 

(ii) Farmworker housing and agricultural employée dwelling units on property which is zoned 
LIA, LEA or DA, and subject to the provisions of the zoning ordinance; 

(ii) Homeless shelters; 

(iv) Residential conraïunity care facilities as defined in and pemiitted by the zoning ordinance; 

(v) Second dwellÎQg units as provided in the zoning ordinance; 

(vi) Dwelling units for which a building or septic permit application has been accepted by the 
county as complète for fiiing inciuding payment of ail appUcation fées prior to the time of 
adoption of the ordinance codified in this chapter. This exemption for "pipeline" applications 
may be foifeited at the discrétion of the county in the event of the withdrawal, déniai or 
substantial revision of the application, or in the event of expiration of the permit for failure 
to substantially begin constraction. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

(5) Category 2 Units. The following dwelling units shall require approval of a dwelling unit allotment 
prior to acceptance and processing of an application for a building peinait, but may request and 
receive an allotment for a future year as provided in subsection (c)(5)(vii) of this section. Upon 
receipt of an allotment and issuance of a building permit, thèse units may be constructed in any 
year up to and inciuding the year of the allotment. 

(i) One (1) dwelling unit on a single lot. Once a lot owner has been granted an allotment for 
this type of Category 2 unit, no other allotments of this type may be approved for that owner, 
imless the allotment is forfeited as provided in subsection (7)(ii)(F) of this section; 

(ii) Projects (multilot owners) of two (2) or more units which include a minimum number of low 
or very low income units equal to forty-four percent (44%) of the total number of units in 
the Project; provided, that fractions of units shall be dropped to the next whole number. 
(Example: A six (6) unit project would require 2.64 affordable units (.44 x 6 = 2.64). After 
dropping the fraction, the affordable unit requirement becomes two (2) units.) Ttie following 
criteria shall also apply to thèse units: 

26-17 (Reviscd 9-98) 



§ 26-02-050 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26-02-050 



(A) The low and very low income dwelling units must be constnicted prior to or concur- 
rently with the other imits, 

(B) The low and very low income dwelling units may be constructed as part of the project 
or off site on land owned by the developer either within the city or the unincorporated 
portion of Area No. 9, at a density which is consistent with the applicable gênerai pian, 

(C) The low and very low income dwelling units shall meet the income criteria of the 
Sonoma County housing authority and shall include an agreement signed by the housing 
authority to restrict the rent to such criteria for a period of at least thirty (30) years, 
and/or the sale and resale to such criteria for a period of at least fifty (50) years, 

(D) Bonus dwelling unit allotments may be approved for thèse projects when the number 
of low and very low income units constructed exceeds the minimum number necessary 
to meet the criteria of subsection (c)(5)(ii) of this section. The number of bonus 
allotments shall be determined by dividing .44 into the number of extra low and very 
low income units constructed (drop the fraction as above). However, none of thèse 
bonus allotments shall be transférable and none shall be approved imiess assigned to 
a spécifie lot owned by the developer. 

For example, a project of ten (10) units would require a minimiun of four (4) low or 
very low income units to qualify as a Category 2 project. If the developer provided six 
(6) instead of four (4) such units, he or she would qualify for four (4) bonus allotments 
(2 -^ .44 = 4.54 = 4); provided, that the bonus allotments were assigned to spécifie lots 
owned by the developer; 

(iii) Projects (multilot owners) of two (2) or more dwelling units constructed as part of a mixed 
commercial/residential project in which ail of the dwelling units are affordable to low or very 
low income households, and which meet the criteria of subsection (c)(5)(ii)(A) through (D) 
of this section. 

(6) Category 3 Units. Projects (multilot owners) of two (2) or more dwelling units which do not 
include low or very low income dwelling units may be issued an allotment only in the calendar 
year in which application is made and may be issued a building permit only in the year for which 
an allotment is approved. 

The number of allotments approved for thèse units shall not exceed (eighteen) 1 8 per calendar year 
in that portion of Area No. 9 which lies within the County gênerai plan Urban Service Area as 
shown on the gênerai plan land use map, and shall not exceed nine (9) per calendar year in that 
portion of Area No. 9 which lies outside of the Urban Service Area. The number of allotments 
available for this category of units may be less than the maximum of eighteen (18) and nine (9), 
respectively, if available allotments were previously allocated to Category 2 units. 
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(7) Allotment Approval Process. 

(i) Category 1 Units. No allotment is required. Application for a building permit nnay be fiied 
and issued at any time. 

(ii) Category 2 imits. 

(A) Beginning January 2, 1992, applications may be filed for dwelling unit allotments at 
the planning department. The application shall include a processing fee of twelve dollars 
($12.00) for each proposed unit, proof of ownership of the subject iot(s), and évidence 
that the subject lot(s) is a légal lot(s) of record. 

(B) Applications shall be daied and numbered in séquence on a first-come, first-served basis 
and reviewed by the planning department in order to détermine whether or not it 
qualifies as a Category 2 unit 

(C) In the event that the planning department détermines that an application does not 
qualify as a Category 2 unit, the applicant shall be so notified in writing. 

(D) In the event that the planning department détermines that an application qualifies as 
a Category 2 unit, the applicant shall be so notified and an allotment shall be assigned 
from those available on the allotment list. The allotment shall then be issued as 
provided herein. 

(E) Allotments for Caîegoiy 2 units within the gênerai plan Urban Service Area may be 
approved for any of the available sixty (60) slots on the allotment list for the chosen 
year on a fïrst-come, first-served basis. Allotments for Category 2 units outside of the 
gênerai plan Urban Service Area may be approved for any of the available thirty (30) 
slots on the allotment list for the chosen year on a first-come, first-served basis. Future 
year allotments shall only be available in three incréments: calendar years 1992 - 1994, 
1995 - 1999, and 2000 - 2004. No allotments shall be approved for any subséquent 
incrément untiil ail of the available allotments hâve been approved for the prier 
incrément Separate allotment lists shall be maintained for the "Urban" and "Rural" 
areas. 

(F) Building permit applications for Category 2 units which are filed in the chosen year 
shall be filed between January Ist and June 30th of that year. The allotment shall be 
forfeited under any of the following circumstances: 

a. Failure to file a building permit application by June SOth of the calendar year 
assigned to the allotment; 

b. Failure to be issued a building permit by December Ist of the calendar year 
assigned to the allotment; 
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c. Faiiure to substantially begin construction within one (1) year of the date of 
issuance of the building permit; 

d. Faiiure to receive notice of the allotment shall not excuse the faiiure to secure a 
building permit and begin construction. Property owners not receiving a notice 
shall hâve the duty to make a wiitten inquiry of the planning department regarding 
their application. 

(iii) Category 3 Units. 

(A) Beginning January Ist of each calendar year, apphcations may be fiied for Category 
3 dwelling unit allotments for that calendar year at the planning department. The 
application shall include a processing fee of twelve dollars ($12.00) for each proposed 
unit, proof of ownership of the subject lots, and évidence that the subject lots are légal 
lots of record. 

(B) Applications shaD be dated and numbered in séquence on a first-come, first-served basis 
and reviewed by the planning department in order to détermine whether it qualifies as 
a Category 3 unit At such time as no remaining allotments are available for that 
calendar year, no further applications shall be accepted. 

(C) In the event that the planning department détermines that an apphcation does not 
qualify as a Caiegoiy 3 unit, the applicant shaU be so notified in writing. 

(D) In the event that the planning department détermines that an apphcation qualifies as 
a Category 3 unit, the applicant shaU be so notified of the approved allotment. 

(E) Building permit applications for Category 3 units shall be filed between January Ist 
and June 30th of the year that the allotment is approved. The allotment shall be 
forfeited under any of the following circumstances: 

a. Faiiure to fîle a building permit application by June 30th of the calendar year of 
the granting of the allotment; 

b. Faiiure to be issued a building permit for the unit by December 1 st of the calendar 
year of the granting of the allotment; 

c. Faiiure to substantially begin construction within one (1) year of the date of 
issuance of the building permit; 

d. Faiiure to receive notice of the allotment shall not excuse the faiiure to secure a 
building permit and begin construction. Property owners not receiving a notice 
shall hâve the duty to make a written inquiry of the planning department regarding 
their ^plication. 
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(8) Available allotments which are not approved or allotments which hâve been forfeited shali be 
cairied over to the next year. 

(9) Allotments for iinits outside of the gênerai plan Urban Service Area shall not be approved for more 
than one (1) unit per légal lot. 

(10) Allotments for imits inside of the gênerai plan Urban Service Area may be approved for more than 
one (1) unit per lot provided that ail discretionary entitlements for such units hâve been approved 
prior to application for the allotment(s). 

(11) Allotments are granted for a specifîed parcel and are not transférable to another parcel. 

(12) The provisions of this section shall not be applied in a manner which would affect an unconstim- 
tional taking of real property. A property owner aUeging such a taking may appeal the refusai to 
accept or process an application in the manner provided in the appeal procédures set forth in this 
chapter. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993; Ord. No. 4527.) 

Sec 26-02-060. Sonoma Coimty Area No. 6 residential growth management plan. 

(a) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Sonoma County Code to the contrary, no ^pUcation for a 
residential subdivision or for a residential building permit in Planning Area No. 6 (as showia in Exhibit 
A attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter) shall be accepted, processed, issued or approved 
if such application would be contraiy to the restrictions otherwise set forth in this section. A parcel 
spécifie delineation of Area No. 6 may be found on the large land use map adopted by the board of 
supervisors on March 23, 1989 in connection with the adoption of the gênerai plan. Copies of such maps 
are available for public inspection at the planning department offices. 

(b) Each year, the board of supervisors shall receive from the planning department a report on the 
effectiveness of this growth management plan. The plan may be revised at the discrétion of the board, 
or may be lifted at such a time that the board detamines that residential development in the subject 
area is substantially in conformance with gênerai plan projections. 

(c) Growth Management Measures for Subdivisions in Planning Area No. 6. 

(1) No major subdivision application (five (5) lots or more) which is proposed to be located outside 
of the designated urban service area of Graton shall be approved without a condition which limits 
the number of building permits for new dweUing units on the subject lots to a maximum of four 
(4) in any single calendar year. 

(2) Each major subdivision apphcation (five (5) lots or more) which is proposed to be located within 
the designated urban service area of Giaton must meet either of the following criteria: 

(i) One hundred percent (100%) of the dwelling units on the lots within the subdivision are 
proposed, through a development agreement acceptable to the Sonoma County housing 
authority and county counsel, to be reserved for sale or rent to low, very low or moderate 
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income households subject to the criteria provided in Section 3.1 of the housing élément of . ^B 
the gênerai plan; or 

(ii) In perpetuiîy open space is offered. 

(3) Notwithstanding the limitations of subsection (c) of this section, an application for subdivision 
which was accepted as complète for filing prior to the time of adoption of the ordrnance codified 
in this chapter may continue to be processed and approved without compHance with subsections 
(c)(l) and (2) of this section. This exemption for "pipeline" applications may be forfeited al the 
discrétion of the county in the event of the withdrawal or déniai or substantial revision of the 
application. 

(4) Hie provisions of this section shall not be ^phed in a manner which would affect an unconstitu- 
tional taking of real property. A property owner aUeging such a taking may appeal the refusai to 
accept to process an application in the manner provided in Section 13 J of Chapter 25, Sonoma 
County Code. 

(d) Growth Management Measures for Building Permits in Planning Aiea No. 6. 



( 1 ) No new application for a building permit or fées therefor for a new dweUing unit may be accepted, 
processed or issued by the county for property within Planning Area No. 6 unless and until a 
dwelling unit allotment has been approved, except as provided in subsection (d)(3) of this section. 

(2) No more than the number of dwelling unit allotments shown below may be approved for the 
specified calendar year in Area No. 6 plus any canyover from the previous year. In the event that 
this limitation has been reached for any calendar year, additional bonus allotments may be 
approved for dwelling units which are reserved for sale or rent to low, very low or moderate 
income households subject to the criteria provided in Section 3.1 of the housing élément of the 
gênerai plan. Such bonus allotments shall be limited to a maximum of ten percent (10%) of the 
number of allotments available for that year, including canyover. 

Calendar Year Maximum Number of Allotments 

1992 46 

1993 42 + carryover 

1994 38 + carryover 

1995 35 + carryover 

1996 32 + carryover 

1997 29 + carryover 

1998 26 + carryover 

1999 24 + carryover 

2000 22 + canyover 

2001 20 + canyover 

2002 18 + canyover 

2003 16 + carryover 
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2004 15 + carryover 

2005 13 -{- caiTVOver 
Total 376 

(3) No more than four (4) dwellmg unit aliotments may be approved in any single calenciar year for 
the lots created by each major subdivision located outside of the designated urban service area 
of Graton which is approved after the effective date of the ordinance codifîed in this chapter. 

(4) Notwithstanding the limitations of subsections (d)(l), (2) and (3) of this section, an application 
for a building permit for a new dweliing unit may be accepted, processed and issued for the 
foUowing units without prior approval of a dweliing zmit allotment: 

(i) Reconstruction, repair, remodeling of existing légal dwellings; 

(ii) Farmworker housing and agricultuial employée dweliing units on property which is zoned 
LIA, LEA or DA, and subject to the provisions of the zoning ordinance; 

(iii) Homeless shelters; 

(iv) Residential community care facilities as defined in and permitted by the zoning ordinance; 

(v) Second dweliing units as provided in the zoning ordinance; 

(vi) Dweliing units for which a building or septic permit application has been accepted by the 
county as complète for fïling including payment of ail application fées prior to the time of 
adoption of the ordinance codifîed in this chapter. This exemption for pipeline applications 
may be foifeited at the discrétion of the county in the event of the withdrawal, déniai or 
substantial revision of the application, or in the event of expiration of the permit for failure 
to substantially begin construction. 

(5) Dweliing Unit Allotment Approval Process. 

(i) Application for a building permit may be filed and issued at any time for dweliing units not 
requiring prier approval of a dweliing unit allotment. 

(ii) For dweliing units requiring a dwelhng unit allotment: 

(A) Begiiming on the first worJdng day each year and continuing through the end of the 
last working day of each year, or until the maximum number of aliotments for that year 
hâve been issued, apphcations may be filed for dweliing unit aliotments at the planning 
department. The application for a dweliing unit allotment shalî include: 

a. The processing fee established by the board of supervisors; 

b. Proof of ownership of the subject lot(s). 
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Applications for bonus allotments shall include a proposed agreement acceptable to 
county counsel for the required affordable imits as provided in subsection (d)(2) of this 
section. 

(B) Each application shall be dated and numbered in séquence on a first-come, first-served 
basis and reviewed by the planning department in order to détermine whether or not 
it qualifies for an allotment under the terms of this plan. At such time that no remaining 
allotments are available for that calendar year, no further applications shall be accepted. 

(C) In the event that the planning department détermines that an application does not 
qualify for an aUotment, the applicant shall be so notiôed in wiiting. 

(D) In the event that the planning department détermines that an application qualifies for 
an allotment, the applicant shall be so notified and an allotment shaU be assigned fi'om 
those available on the allotment list. The allotment shall then be issued as provided 
herein. 

(E) An approved allotment shall be forfeited for failure to apply for the building pemiit 
within sixty (60) days of the date of the issuance of the allotment. Application for the 
building permit shaU include payment of plan check fées and submittal of ail woridng 
drawings and plans typically required as part of the building permit application. 

(F) An approved allotment shall be forfeited for failure to obtain issuance of the building 
permit and to substantially begin construction within one calendar year of the date of 
issuance of the allotment. 

(G) Failure to receive notice of the allotment shall not excuse the failure to secure a 
building permit and begin construction. Property owners not receiving a notice shall 
hâve the duty to make a written inquiry of the planning department regarding their 
application. 

(H) Available allotments which are not approved or aUotments which hâve been forfeited 
shall be caiiied over to the next year. 

(I) Allotments are granted for a specified parcel and are not transférable to another parcel. 

(J) The provisions of this section shall not be applied in a manner which would affect an 
unconstitutional taking of real property. A property owner alleging such a taking may 
appeal the refusai to accept or process an application in the manner provided in the 
appeal procédures set forth in this chapter. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-02-070. Applicability of chapter to governmcntal units. 

Provisions of this chapter shall apply to cities, spécial districts and state or fédéral govemments or any agency of 
such governmental units, to the extent legally permissible. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to pub- 
lic projects of the county. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-02-080. General plan conformity of certain open space acquisitions. 

In accordance with section 2-76 of this code, the board of directors of the Sonoma County agricultural 
préservation and open space district shall make the gênerai plan conformity reports, as required by Government 
Code section 65402, for the district's acquisition of open space interests in real property in the unincorporated 
area of Sonoma County, and any related transactions including, but not hmited to, those that resuit in an acquired 
interest being held by another public entity. (Ord. No. 5180 § 2, 1999.) 

Sec. 26-02-090. Base districts enumerated. 

The districts established by this chapter are as folio ws: 



RR Districts 


Rural Residential Districts 


RI Districts 


Low Density Residential Districts 


R2 Districts 


Médium Density Residential Districts 


R3 Districts 


High Density Residential Districts 


K Districts 


Recreational Districts 


CO Districts 


Administrative and Professional Offices Districts 


Cl Districts 


Neighborhood Commercial Districts 


C2 Districts 


Retail Business Districts 


C3 Districts 


General Commercial Districts 


MP Districts 


Industrial Park Districts 


Ml Districts 


Limited Urban Industrial Districts 


M2 Districts 


Heavy Industrial Districts 


M3 Districts 


Limited Rural Industrial Districts 


PC Districts 


Planned Community Districts 


PF Districts 


Public Facilities Districts 


P Districts 


Parking Districts 


TP Districts 


Timberland Production Zone Districts 


LIA Districts 


Land Intensive Agriculture Districts 


LEA Districts 


Land Extensive Agriculture Districts 


DA Districts 


Diverse Agriculture Districts 


RRD Districts 


Resources and Rural Development Districts 


RRDWA Districts 


Resources and Rural Development (Agricultural Préserve) Districts 


AR Districts 


Agriculture and Residential Districts 


AS Districts 


Agricultural Services Districts 


LC Districts 


Limited Commercial Districts 


RC Districts 


Rural Commercial Districts 
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(Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-02-100. Combining districts enumerated. 

In addition to the districts enumerated in Section 26-02-090, the following combining districts are established as 
set forth in this chapter: 



S 


Study Combining District 


FW 


Floodway Combining District 


FP 


Floodpiain Combining District 


J 


Manufactured Home Exclusion Combining District 


SR 


Scenic Resources Combining District 


BR 


Biotic Resources Combining District 


HD 


Historié District Combining District 


G 


Géologie Combining District 


MR 


Minerai Resource Combining District 


P 


Parking Combining District 


Z 


Second Dwelling Unit Combining District 


B 


B Combining District 


TS 


Traffic Sensitive Combining District 


MHP 


Mobilehome Park Combining District 


VOH 


Valley Oak Habitat Combining District 



(Ord. No. 4991 § 1, 1996; Ord. No. 4774 § 1(A), 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-02-110. Establishment of districts generally. 

The districts indicated in Sections 26-02-090 and 26-02-1 00 are established or may be established by pro- 
gressive amendments to this chapter. The désignations, locations, and boundaries thereof are set forth and indi- 
cated in the officiai zoning database. Such database, and ail notations, références, data, and other information 
shown therein are hereby made a part of this chapter, or may be made a part of this chapter by the progressive 
amendment thereto. (Ord. No. 5739 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-02-120. Interprétation of district boundaries. 

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of any of the districts, the board of supervisors, upon written appli- 
cation or upon its own motion, shall détermine the boundaries of such district. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-02-130. Officiai zoning database. 

The officiai zoning database shall consist of an electronic database which shall contain zoning data for 
properties under provisions of Section 26-02-1 10, and shall be available at the Sonoma County permit and re- 
source management department. (Ord. No. 5739 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-02-140. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed 
to them by this section: 

Accessory use means a use of land or a building that is related to and subordinate to the primary use of the land 
or building located on the same lot. 

Adult Entertainment Establishment. An "adult entertainment establishmenf is any place of business at which 
one or more of the following activities is conducted: 

(a) Adult bookstore means an establishment that dévotes more than fifty percent (50%) of the total display, 
shelf, rack, table, stand or floor area utilized for the display of books and periodicals to the display and sale 
of the following: 

( 1 ) Books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, or photographs, films, motion pictures, video 
cassettes, slides, tapes, records or other forms of visual or audio représentations which are character- 
ized by an emphasis upon the depiction or description of specified sexual activities or specified ana- 
tomical areas; or 

(2) Instruments, devices or paraphernalia which are designed for use in connection with specified sexual 
activities. 

An adult bookstore does not include an establishment that sells books or periodicals as an incidental or ac- 
cessory part of its principal stock-in-trade and does not dévote more than fifty percent (50%) of the total 
floor area of the establishment to the sale of books and periodicals. 

(b) Adult motion picture theater means an establishment, whether open or closed, where, for any form of 
considération, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or similar photographie reproductions are 
shown, and in which a substantial portion of the total présentation time is devoted to the showing of mate- 
rial which is distinguished or characterized by an emphasis upon the depiction or description of specified 
sexual activities or specified anatomical areas for observation by patrons. A "substantial portion of the total 
présentation time" means the présentation of activities described above for viewing for more than fifty per- 
cent (50%) of the operating time. 

(c) Adult motion picture arcade means any place to which the public is permitted or invited wherein coin or 
slug-operated or électron ically, electrically or mechanically controlled still or motion picture machines, 
projectors or other image-producing devices are maintained to show images, in which a substantial portion 
of the total présentation time of the images so displayed are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis 
for depicting or describing specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas. A "substantial portion 
of the total présentation time" means the présentation of activities described above for viewing on more 
than fifty percent (50%) of the operating time. 

(d) Adult cabaret means a nightclub, bar, restaurant or similar establishment which during a substantial por- 
tion of the total présentation time features live performances which are distinguished or characterized by an 
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emphasis on specified sexual activities or by exposiire of specified anatomical areas and/or feature films, 
motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or other photographie reproduetions which are distinguished or 
characterized by an emphasis iipon the depiction or description of specified sexual activities or specified 
anatomical areas for observation by patrons. A "substantial portion of the total présentation time" means 
the présentation of activities described above for viewing for more than fifty percent (50%) of the operat- 
ing time. 

(e) Adult theater means a theater, concert hall, auditorium or similar establishment either indoor or outdoor in 
nature, which, for any form of considération, regularly features live performances, a substantial portion of 
the total présentation time of which are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on specified sexual 
activities or by exposure of specified anatomical areas for observation by patrons. A "substantial portion of 
the total présentation time" means the présentation of activities described above for viewing for more than 
fifty percent (50%) of the operating time. 

(f) Massage establishment means: 

( 1 ) An establishment where, for any form of considération, massage, alcohol rub, fomentation, electric or 
magnetic treatment, or similar treatment or manipulation ofthe human body is administered, unless 
such treatment or manipulation is administered by a médical practitioner, chiropractor, acupuncturist, 
physical therapist or shnilar professional person licensed by the state of Califomia. This définition 
does not include an athletic club, health club, school, gymnasium, reducing salon, spa or similar es- 
tablishment where massage or similar manipulation ofthe human body is offered as an incidental or 
accessory service. • 

(2) A massage establishment which provides only specialized massage services and is operated in accor- 
dance with the following provisions shall not be considered an adult entertainment establishment. 
The applicant shall submit proof of proficiency in the specialized field of practice. Proficiency may 
be established by proof ofactual practice in the field of specialization for a period of three (3) years 
or completion of a course of instruction in the specialized field of practice at a school authorized to 
provide such instruction by the state of Califomia. The period of practice shall be attested to, in writ- 
ing, by no less than three (3) persons who meet the educational qualifications described in this para- 
graph or are members of a professional organization which is incorporated in the state of Califomia 
which fosters or promotes the specialized field of practice. 

(g) Other businesses means any business not otherwise herein defined or identified which involves specified 
sexual activities or display of specified anatomical areas. (Ord. No. 3340.) 

Affordable housing. Affordable ownership or affordable rental housing as defined herein. 

Affordable housing agreement. A contract with the county executed by the developer of a residential project 
that limits the sales priée and/or monthly rent of specified dwelling units within the project, establishes a time 
period during which the specified units shall continue to be sold and/or rented at affordable priées, and which 
may contain administrative, enforcement or other provisions to ensure that the specified units are sold and/or 
rented to targeted households at affordable sales priées and/or monthly rent over the entire term ofthe agree- 
ment. 

(Revised 9-05) 26-28 



§ 26-02- 1 40 SONOM A COUNTY ZONING REGU LATIONS § 26-02- 1 40 



Affordable housing project. A project that is granted a density bonus in exchange for the provision of afford- 
able ownersiiip housing, or affordable rental housing, which affordable housing, or a portion thereof, is subject 
to an affordable housing agreement pursuant to Section 26.89.100. 

Affordable housing unit, restricted. A unit of affordable rental or affordable ownership housing that is subject 
to an affordable housing agreement recorded and maintained in accordance with Sections 26.89.080 (Ownership 
unit occupancy and long-term restrictions) and 26.89.090 (Rental unit occupancy and long-term restrictions). 

Affordable ownership housing. Home ownership housing for which the monthly housing costs (principal and 
interest payment on athirty (30)-year, flxed-rate, fully amortized flrst mortgage, homeowners Insurance, prop- 
erty taxes, and, as applicable, homeowners association dues and private mortgage Insurance) do not exceed thirty 
percent (30%) of the maximum allowable income as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for extremely low-, very low-, low-, and moderate-income households, adjusted for household 
size; assuming that household size will equal the number of bedrooms contained within the unit, plus one (1 ). 

Affordable rental housing. Rental housing for which the monthly housing costs (rent plus tenant-paid utilities) 
do not exceed thirty percent (30%) of sixty percent (60%) of médian area income as established by the U.S. De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for a low-income household, adjusted for household size, 
and, not more than thirty percent (30%) of fifty percent (50%) of HUD médian area income for a very low- 
income household, adjusted for household size, and not more than thirty percent (30%) of thirty percent (30%) 
of HUD médian area income for an extremely low-income household, adjusted for household size, assuming that 
the household size will equal the number of bedrooms contained within the unit, plus one (1). 

Agricultural cultivation means the act of preparing the soil for the raising of agricultural crops. 

Agricultural lands means land designated in the gênerai plan within an agricultural land use category. 

Agricultural processing means the act of changing an agricultural product from its natural state to a différent 
form, as grapes to wine, apples to juice or sauce, etc. 

Agricultural production means production of food, fiber and plant materials, including, but not limited to, 
growing, harvesting, crop storage and milking, etc., but not including agricultural support services, processing 
and visitor-serving uses. 

Agricultural service use means the providing of services that directiy support agricultural uses on the same 
property or on neighboring agricultural lands such as spraying, pruning or harvesting. 

Agricultural support service means processing services, maintenance and repair of farm machinery and 
equipment, veterinary clinics, custom farming services, agricultural waste handling and disposai services and 
other similar services. 

Alley means any public thoroughfare which affords only a secondary means of access to abutting property. 

Annual household income. The combined adjusted gross annual incomes for ail adult persons living in a dwell- 
ing unit as reported on the Internai Revenue Code Form 1 040 for individual fédéral annual income tax purposes. 
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Antenna means the transmitting and/or receiving device, including wires, rods, dises, or similar devices, that 
transmits or receives electromagnetic signais. 

Antenna, vertical. "Vertical antenna" means a vertical type antenna with no horizontal components otherthan a 
small radial élément at its base. 

Apartment buildings means any structure containing more than two (2) dwelling units. 

Arboreal value means a mathematical évaluation of the arboreal component of a site for the purposes of estab- 
lishing a plan for tree préservation. 

Attached commercial télécommunication facility means a commercial télécommunication antenna which is 
affixed, fastened, or joined to a résidence, business, or similar structure, other than another télécommunication 
facility, and which does not include a tower. 

Automobile court or motel means a group of two (2) or more detached or semi-detached buildings containing 
guest rooms or apartments with automobile storage space serving such rooms or apartments provided in connec- 
tion therein which group is designed and used primarily for the accommodation of transient automobile travelers. 

Automobile wrecking yard. See "junk yard." 

Base unit. A dwelling unit allowed on a site by the applicable zoning district, but not including a second unit, 
farm family unit, agricultural employée housing, or density bonus unit. 

Bed and breakfast inn. A "bed and breakfast inn" means a single-family dwelling, with an owner in résidence, 
containing no more than ten (10) guest rooms used, let or hired out for transient occupancy. (Ord. No. 5265 
§ l(a), 2001: Ord. No. 3376.) 

Boarding of horses means the keeping and training of horses which are not owned by the occupant or owner of 
the property. Boarding of horses shall include the giving of private lessons (one ( 1 ) trainer/one ( 1 ) student), but 
shall not include group lessons, group clinics, shows or similar related activities. 

Biotic resources means unique or significant plant or animal communities including estuaries, fresh and sait 
water marshes, tideland resources, riparian corridors and certain terrestrial communities as set forth in the gên- 
erai plan. 

Building. See "structure". 

Building, accessory. "Accessory building" means a subordinate building, the use of which is incidental to that 
of the main building on the same lot or building site. Unless provided herein to the contrary, accessory buildings 
shall not be constructed in advance of main permitted buildings. 
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Building coverage. The percentage of total lot area covered by structures, provided that pavement, driveways, 
uncovered decks less than thirty inches (30") in height, and roof overhangs less than two feet (2') wide may be 
excluded. 

Building envelope means a defïned location or locations on a lot. 

Building, main. "Main building" means a building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot or building 
site on which it is situated. 

Building permit means a permit issued pursuant to Chapter 7 of the Sonoma County Code to permit construc- 
tion of a dwelling unit. 

Building site area means an area of land which may be smaller than a recorded lot or parcel occupied or to be 
occupied by a main building and its accessory buildings, or by a dwelling group and its accessory buildings, to- 
gether with such open areas as are required by the ternis of this chapter. 

Business area means property contiguous to a highway that (a) upon one (1 ) side of which highway, for a dis- 
tance of six hundred feet (600'), fifty percent (50%) or more of the contiguous property fronting thereon is occu- 
pied by a permanent business use, or (b) upon both sides of which highway, collectively, for a distance of three 
hundred feet (300'), fifty percent (50%) or more of the contiguous property fronting thereon is so occupied. A 
business area may be longer than the distances specified in this section if the above ratio of land in use for busi- 
ness to the length of the highway exists. 
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Business, retail. "Retail business" means the retail sale of any article, substance or commodity for profit or live- 
lihood, conducted within a building, but not including the sale of lumber or other building materials or the sale 
of used or secondhand goods or materials of any kind, with the exception of antique stores. 

Business, wholesale. "Wholesale business" means the wholesale handiing of any article, substance or commod- 
ity for profit or livelihood, but not including the handiing of lumber or other building materials or the open stor- 
age or sale of any material or commodity and not including the processing or manufacture of any product or sub- 
stance. 

Camp car means a vehicle defïned as a camp car under the provisions of Division XIII, Part 2, of the State 
Health and Safety Code. 

Campground means land or premises which are used or intended to be used, let or rented for occupancy by 
campers. 

Carport means an accessible and usable covered space not less than ten feet (1 G') by twenty feet (20') open on 
two (2) or more sides for the storage of automobiles. Such structure shall be located on the lot so as to meet ail 
the requirements of this chapter for accessory buildings, or if made as part of the main building it shall meet ail 
the requirements of this chapter for the main building. 

Certifiée! arborist means any person who has current certifïcate from the International Society of Arboriculture. 

Chiideare facility means a facility which provides nonmedical care to chiidren under eighteen (18) years of âge 
in need of personal services, etc., on less than a twenty-four (24) hour basis. "Child day care facility" includes 
day care center and family day care homes. 

Co-located télécommunication facility means a télécommunication facility which is comprised of a single 
tower containing a combination of antennas owned or operated by more than one public or private entity. 

Combining districts means a district whose régulations may supplément any other district except another cora- 
bining district; for example, "RR" combined with "SR" (RR SR) adds the requirements of the scenic resource 
combining district. 

Companion animais means animais normally maintained in a home as pets. 

Condominium means an estate in real property consisting of an undivided interest in common in a portion of a 
parcel of real property, together with a separate interest in space in a residential, commercial or industrial build- 
ing on such property (See Civil Code Section 783.) 

A condominium may also include a separate interest in other parts of the real property. For purposes of this 
chapter, and to the extent reasonably feasible, the term condominium apartment building and a stock coopéra- 
tive, as each are defmed by Sections 1 103-4 of the Business and Professions Code. The création of two (2) or 
more condominiums may be termed a condominium project. 

Condominium conversion means the subdivision of real property containing an apartment building or buildings 
or dwelling group into a condominium project, a planned unit development project, a community apartment pro- 
ject, or a stock coopérative project. 
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Contractor's yard means any land and/or building(s) used primarily for the storage of equipment, vehicles, ma- 
chinery, whether new or used, and for building materials, paints, pipe or electrical components, any of which is 
used by the owner or occupant of tiie premises in the conduct of any building trades or building craft. 

County means the unincorporated portions of Sonoma County. 

County-designated area urban service area means an urban service area designated in the gênerai plan land 
use élément. 

County boundary means the boundary of the county, or the boundary of any city in the county. 

Cultural events means periodic spécial events such as parades, concerts, festivals, races and gatherings which 
attract, either by direct participation, or as spectators, a large gathering of people. 

The following are not cultural events for the purposes of this chapter: 

(a) Events conducted entirely within dedicated rights-of-way where event sponsors hâve secured necessary 
encroachment or other pennits from the county surveyor and, if applicable, the California Department of 
Transportation; 

(b) Events conducted entirely within a building for which ail necessary county permits hâve been secured; pro- 
vided, that the events are within the scope of the use for which the building was permitted; 

(c) Events conducted at fairgrounds or events conducted at outdoor spectator facilities for which a use permit 
has been obtained, provided that the outdoor event is within the scope of the use permit; 

(d) An event which has ail of the following characteristics: 

(1) Has no live amplified music, 

(2) Does not involve an admission fee either for participants or spectators, 

(3) Is a one (1) day event conducted between the hours of seven a.m. and eleven p.m., 

(4) Does not involve overnight sieeping of participants or spectators, 

(5) Is not conducted more than one (1) calendar day in a thirty (30) day period, 

(6) Is not accompanied by newspaper, radio or télévision advertising or printed leaflets distributed to the 
public at large, and 

(7) Does not involve the sale of food or beverages. 

Cumulative diameter at breast height or cdbh means the sum of diameters at breast height of one ( 1) or more 
trees. 

Damage to a protected tree means significant injury to the root System or other parts of a tree including burn- 
ing, application of toxic substances, damaging through contact with equipment or machinery or compacting the 
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soil within the dripline, changing the natural grade, interfering with the nomial water requirements of the tree, 
trenching or excavating within the dripline, or removing more than one-third of the live wood. 

Day care center means a facility other than a family day care facility which provides nonmedical care except as 
an accessory use, to children under eighteen ( 1 8) years of âge in need of personal services, supervision or assis- 
tance essential for sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of the individual. Day care centers 
include infant centers, preschools, extended day care facilities and the like. 

DBH (diameter at breast height) means trunk diameter measured at four and one-half feet above ground. For 
trees which are multi-stemmed at this height, the DBH measurement equals the total diameter of tmnks which, if 
combined, are equal to or greater than the minimum size stipulated. 

Décision maker means the planning director, the design review committee, the board of zoning adjustments, the 
planning commission, or the board of supervisors, as appropriate. 

Deferred-payment subordinate loan. A deferred-payment loan, in the form of a note, secured by a deed of 
trust, due and payable upon sale of the affordable ownership unit against which it is recorded. The loan principal 
is to reflect the amount of county financial assistance to the homebuyer, the imputed value of such concessions 
as fee réductions and waivers, modifîed development standards, participation in programs which finance land 
acquisition, predevelopment and construction activities, and density increases or bonuses, necessaiy to make the 
affordable ownership unit affordable to the homebuyer. The payoff amount of the loan shall include the principal 
amount of the loan plus the share of appréciation in the value of the affordable ownership unit during the period 
in which the borrower owns the affordable ownership unit or, as may be required by the fîrst mortgage lender, a 
combination of accrued simple interest on the promissory note in évidence of the loan and a reduced share of the 
appréciation in value of the affordable ownership unit during the period in which the borrower owqs the afford- 
able ownership unit. 

Density bonus. A density increase allowed pursuant to Section 26.89.050 (Density bonus programs) over the 
otherwise maximum allowable residential density permitted in the applicable zoning district. (See "residential 
density.") 

Density bonus unit. A dwelling unit allowed in a project by the county in addition to base units pursuant to Sec- 
tion 26.89.050 (Density bonus programs). 

Department. The Sonoma County permit and resource management department. 

Development fee means the impact fées established by the board of supervisors for development including, but 
not limited to, spécial area development fées, countywide traffic development fee, parkland dedication fee and 
affordable housing in-lieu fee. Development fee does not include fées established by spécial districts or school 
districts. 

Development incentive. See "Incentive." 
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Development permit means a discretionary perniit or approval including, but not limited to; subdivisions, use 
pemiits, précise development plans, lot line adjustments, variances, design review and zoning pemiits. Ministe- 
rial building pemiits not accompanied by any other type of discretionary review or approval are exempt from 
this définition. 

Diameter at breast height or dbh means the average diameter of a standing live tree measured outside the bark, 
at breast height, a point four and one-half feet (1 .37m) above the average ground level. For trees that are multi- 
stemmed at this height, diameter at breast height shall be calculated by measuring each stem individually and 
combining the results. Diameter at breast height may be calculated by measuring the circumference of a tree at 
breast height and dividing by 3.14. 

Disabled household. A household with at least one (1) person who has a physical, developmental, or mental 
impairment that substantially limits one (1) or more major life activities, such as caring for one 's self, perform- 
ing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, leaming, and/or working (Source: 24 CFRPart 
8, Sec. 8.3). 

District means a portion of the county within which certain uses of land and buildings are permitted or prohib- 
ited and within which certain yards and other open areas are required and certain height limits are established for 
buildings, ail as set forth and specifîed in this chapter. 

Drip line means the area identifîed by extending a vertical line from the outermost portion of the limb canopy to 
the ground with its axis parallel to the trunk. 

Drug paraphernalia shall hâve the same définition as Health and Safety Code § 11 364.5 (d) (12), and as may 
be amended. 

Dwelling groups means a group of two (2) or more detached or semi-detached, one (1) family duplex or multi- 
ple dwellings situated upon a permanent foundation, occupying a parcel of land having any yard, court or area in 
common. 

Dwelling, three (3) family or triplex or apartment house. "Three (3) family or triplex or apartment house 
dwelling" means a building or portion thereof used and designed as a résidence for three (3) or more familles 
living independently of each other, and doing their own cooking in the building, including apartment houses, 
apartment hôtels, hôtels and flats, but not including automobile courts. 

Dwelling, two (2) family or duplex. "Two (2) family or duplex dwelling" means a single building containing 
not more than two (2) kitchens, designed or used to house not more than two (2) familles, living independently 
of each other, including ail necessary employées of each such family. 

Dwelling unit means a permanent building or portion thereof including manufactured and mobile homes desig- 
nated or used exclusively as the résidence, sleeping room or quarters with kitchen facilities which constitutes an 
independent housekeeping unit, for one (1) or more persons. Dwelling unit does not include a tent, travel trailer, 
recreational vehicle or similar vehicle or structure. 



• 
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Dwelling unit, second means an attached or detached residential dwelling unit provided in compliance with Sec- 
tions 26-88-060 and 26C-325.1, which unit provides complète independent living facilities for one (1) or more 
persons, and includes separate permanent provisions for entry, living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation on 
the same parcel as a single-family dwelling (Government Code § 65852.2). A second dwelling unit may also be 
provided as an efficiency dwelling unit (Health & Safety Code § 1 7958. 1 ) and/or a manufactured home (Health 
& Safety Code § 1 8007), as defined in this section. 
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Efficiency dwelling unit means a small, self-contained dwelling unit of not less than two hundred twenty (220) 
square feet of floor area. An additional one hundred (100) square feet of floor area shall be provided for each 
occupant of such a unit in excess of two (2). An efficiency dwelling unit not provided as a part of an SRO or 
similar living arrangement, as provided by ordinance, must include the following facilities (2001 CBC 3 1 0.6.3): 

(a) A separate closet; 

(b) A separate bathroom, containing a water closet, lavatory, and bathtub or shower; and 

(c) Kitchen facilities, including a sink, cooking appliance and réfrigération facilities. 

Emergency homeless shelter means a building, structure or group of structures under single management that 
provide temporary, short-tenu emergency housing for individuals or familles. An emergency homeless shelter is 
typically managed by a non-profit or group of non-profits, a church or group of churches, by other agencies, by 
volunteers or by a combination thereof. On-site services may be provided. Beds in an emergency shelter are gen- 
erally provided dormitory-style, and meals are typically served and eaten as a group. The length of stay is gener- 
ally not more than thirty (30) days, and is typically less. 

Environmental documents means environmental documents as defîned in Section 15361 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines. 

Executive director of the CDC. The executive director of the Sonoma County community development com- 
mission, and/or the désignée of the director. 

Exotic animal means any wild animal which the Califorriia Fish and Game Commission has declared to be a 
prohibited wild animal and the importation, transportation or possession of which is unlawfiil except under au- 
thority of a revocable permit issued by the Califomia Department of Fish and Game. 

Extremely low-income household. A household whose gross annual income does not exceed thirty percent 
(30%) of the médian income for Sonoma County as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, adjusted for household size. 

Fair market value. The value of property as determined by an appraisal, in accordance with prevailing industry 
standards, prepared within the preceding six (6) months by an appraiser who is licensed or certifîed by the state 
of Califomia. 

Family day care home means a home which regularly provides care, protection and supervision to twelve (12) 
or fewer children, in the provider' s own home, for periods of less than twenty-four (24) hours per day, while the 
parents or guardians are away, and includes the following: 

(a) Large family day care home means a home which pro vides family day care to seven (7) to twelve ( 1 2) 
children, inclusive, including children under the âge of twelve (12) who réside at the home. 
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(b) Small family day care home means a home which provides family day care to six (6) or fewer children, 
including children under the âge of twelve (12) who réside at the home. 

Farm animal means any animal, other than wild or exotic, customarily kept or raised by humans for companion 
and/or commercial purposes. 

Farm family dwelling means an additional single-family dwelling incidental to the main dwelling in ternis of 
size, location and architecture which is not leased, subleased, rented or subrented separately from the main 
dwelling nor divided by sale, and which is inhabited by a member of the farm operator's family. 

Feed yard/lot means corrals or holding areas for the primary purpose of holding or feeding animais for market 
and not incidental to a fami or ranch. 

Final inspection shall havé the same meaning as described in the Unifonn Building Code, as modified and 
adopted in Chapter 7 of this code. 

First time home-buyer. As defîned by the CDC and set forth in its Sonoma County Affordable Housing Pro- 
gram Homeownership Policies, available at the offices of the CDC. 

Flood proof structure means a structure which, in the opinion of the chief engineer of the Sonoma County wa- 
ter agency and the county building inspector, is designed and constructed to resist flotation, destruction or major 
damage by the maximum flood predicted for the structure site. 

Flood, selected. "Selected flood" means the magnitude of flood to be used for establishing minimum flood pro- 
file levels and designating the outer limits of the part of the flood plain to be regulated, i.e., the outer limits of the 
floodway (FI) and floodplain (F2) districts. The selected flood shall be determined by the planning commission 
and the board of supervisors upon recommendation by the chief engineer of the Sonoma County water agency. 

Floodway means the portion of the stream channel and the adjacent flood plain that must be reserved in order to 
discharge the selected flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface more than one foot (T). 

Forest Practice Rules means the Califomia Forest Practice Rules, Califomia Code of Régulations, Title 14, Di- 
vision 1.5, Chapter 4. 

Freestanding commercial télécommunication facility means a télécommunication facility which is operated in 
whole or part for commercial purposes such as mobile radio services, cellular téléphone services, TV and radio 
broadcast, personal communication services, but which is not affixed, fastened, or joined to a résidence, busi- 
ness, or similar structure. A facility which includes an antenna(s) placed upon a tower which is attached to a 
structure is considered to be a freestanding facility. Télécommunication facilities operated in whole or part by 
public agencies are included in this category. However, a télécommunication facility installedby a public utility 
for the sole purpose of monitoring and protecting its gas and electric facilities shall not be considered a télé- 
communication facility and shall be exempt from the télécommunication standards of this chapter. 

(a) Major Facility. Such facility which involves a combination of towers and antennas greater than one hun- 
dred thirty feet (130') in height. 
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(b) Intermediate Facility. Such facility which involves a combination of towers and antennas greater than 
forty feet (40') and less than or equal to one hundred thirty feet (1 30') in height. 

(c) Minor Facility. Such facility which involves a combination of towers and antennas less than or equal to 
forty feet (40') in height. 
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Freeway means any expressway or limited access highway, as those terms are defîned by the Streets and High- 
ways Code of the State. 

Garage means an accessible and usable covered parking space of not less than ten feet ( i 0') by twenty feet (20') 
for storage of automobiles, such garage to be located on the lot so as to meet the requirements of this chapter for 
an accessory building. 

Garden apartments means an apartment building with a minimum of two thousand (2,000) square feet of build- 
ing area per dwelling unit together with outdoor living or récréation space with planting and landscaping. 

Gasoline service station. A "gasoline service station" is a commercial business which is characterized by the 
retail sale of gasoline and related petroleum and incidental vehicular products. Where the terni "auto service sta- 
tion" or "automobile service station" is referenced in Chapter 25, such terms shall be construed to mean a gaso- 
line service station as defmed in this paragraph. (Ord. No. 3615.) 

Guest house means an accessory building which consists of a detached living area of a permanent type of con- 
struction with no provisions for appliances or fixtures for the storage and/or préparation of food, including, but 
not limited to, réfrigération, dishwashers or cooking facilities. The building shall not be leased, subleased, rented 
or sub-rented separately from the main dwelling. The floor area of a guest house shall be a maximum of six hun- 
dred forty (640) square feet. Floor area shall be calculated by measuringthe exterior perimeter of the guest house 
and the length of any common walls. In the case of straw baie or similar construction, floor area may be calcu- 
lated using interior dimensions. For the purpose of calculating the maximum size of a guest house, any storage 
area attached to the guest house, excluding garage, shall be included. A guest house shall be located doser to the 
primary dwelling on the subject lot than to a primary dwelling on any adjacent lot. The guest house shall not be 
located more than one hundred feet (100') from the primary dwelling on the subject lot, except where the plan- 
ning director détermines that a greater setbâck is appropriate in light of topography, végétation or unique physi- 
cal characteristics. 

Hardrock quarry opérations means processed or crushed rock opérations which entail the extraction, stockpil- 
ing, processing and sale of bedrock géologie deposits. (Ord. No. 3465.) 

Height of buildings means the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and lowest point of that 
portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof. 

Hog or pig farms, commercial. "Commercial hog or pig farms" means the keeping of more than six (6) adult 
swine (i.e., boars and sows) on the premises. 

Home occupation is the conduct of a business within a dwelling unit or accessory structure by occupants of the 
dwelling, with the business activity being subordinate to the residential use of the site. Ail home occupations 
shall be conducted in accordance with Section 26-88-121 . 

Hôtel means any building or portion thereof containing six (6) or more guest rooms each used, designed or in- 
tended to be used, let or hired out for occupancy for one (1) or more guests. 

Household size, actual. The actual number of individuals in a household that réside full-time in a dwelling unit. 
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Household size, presumed. The number of individuals equal to the number of bedrooms in the dwelling unit, 
plus one (1). 

Housing opportunity area. A parcel or parcels of land designated by the county for affordable housing in com- 
pliance with the gênerai plan housing élément and Section 26.89.050(F). 

Incentive. For purposes of Article 89 (Affordable Housing Program Requirements and Incentives), a modifica- 
tion of zoning code requirements (e.g., minimum open space, minimum lot size, setbacks, parking standards); or 
an allowance of other regulatory incentives or measures granted in exchange for the provision of affordable 
ownership housing or affordable rental housing pursuant to Section 26.89.060. 

Incidental use means a secondary use of land or a building that is developed or conducted so as to not signifi- 
cantly change the character, appearance or opération of the principal use of the building or property located on 
the same lot. 

Infîll development means a dwelling group, consisting of detached single-family dwellings or manufactured 
homes, on a single parcel located in an RI low density residential district. The number of dwelling units within 
such dwelling group shall not exceed the maximum residential density permitted by the gênerai plan land use 
élément. 

Institution use means any use, commonly consisting of offices, churches, public buildings, fînancial institutions, 
etc., whose function does not involve direct on-site sales of products or personal services. 

Instream opérations means sand and gravel opérations which entail the extraction and sale of sand and gravel 
from stream and river channels. (Ord. No. 3465.) 

Junkyard means any land or lot where more than one hundred ( 1 00) square feet of the area or where any portion 
of that land or lot which adjoins any public or private street or road is used for the storage of junk, including 
scrap metals, salvage or other scrap materials, or for the dismantling or wrecking of automobiles or other vehi- 
cles or machinery, whether for sale or storage. 

Kennel animal means any dog or cat kept at a commercial kennel or pet fancier kennel. 

Kennel, commercial. "Commercial kennel" means any lot or premises on which five (5) or more dogs and/or 
five (5) or more cats over four (4) months of âge are kept by the owner or occupant for commercial purposes, 
including, but not limited to, boarding, breeding, buying, selling, renting, exhibiting or training. Commercial 
kennel shall not include a veterinary facility, pet shop, humane society, shelter or the county animal shelter. 

Large collection facility. A "large collection facility" occupies more than five hundred (500) square feet and 
includes bins, boxes, cans, kiosk-type units, reverse vending machines and other containers or réceptacles. (Ord. 
No. 3805.) 

Large single room occupancy facility (SRO facility) means a property containing ten ( 1 0) or more single room 
occupancy (SRO) rooms, which rooms are rented as affordable to very low- or extremely low-income persons. 
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as defined in this section. Ail SRO facilities shall be provided in accordance with Section 26-88-125, Single 
room occupancy (SRO) facilities. 

Large valley oak means any valley oak having a diameter at breast height greater than twenty inches (20"). 

Lead agency means lead agency as defined in Section 15367 of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

Livestock means animais maintained as a source of food or clothing, including bovine and equine animais. 

Live/work use is the conduct of a business within a dwelling unit or accessory structure by occupants of the 
dwelling unit and employées, with the business activities being subordinate to the residential use of the site. 
Live/work is distinguished from home occupation, pruTiarily in that the use involves more intensive activities 
and includes employées other than the résidents of the dwelling. Ail live/work uses shall be conducted in accor- 
dance with Section 26-88-122. 

Local area development guidelines means design and other guidelines for development that apply to a speci- 
fied community or local area, as a subunit of a planning area, and which provide a greater level of détail or relate 
spécial circumstances for use in that area. 

Lot means a legally defined parcel or contiguous group of parcels in single ownership or under single control, 
usually considered a unit for purposes of development. 

Lot, corner. "Corner lot" means a lot, two (2) or more adjacent sides of which abut upon a street. 

Lot coverage. Means "Building coverage." 

Lot, frontage. "Frontage lot" means the linear measurement of the fi-ont lot line. 

Lot, key. "Key lot" means an interior lot adjacent to a corner lot, the si de line of which is contiguous with the 
rear lot line of the corner lot. 

Lot Unes means the property lines bounding the lot. 

Lot line, front. "Front lot line" means any of the following: (1) each street lot line of an interior or through lot, 
(2) either one or the other of the two (2) street lot lines of a corner lot. 

Lot Une, rear. "Rear lot line" means the lot line opposite and most distant fi-om the front line, where such lot 
line is not also a street lot line. 

Lot line, side. "Side lot line" means any lot line other than a front or rear lot line. A side lot line separating a lot 
from a street is called a side street lot line. A side lot line separating a lot from another lot or lots is called an in- 
terior side lot Une. 

Lot of record means a lot that is designated upon a map showing the lot, block and tract as indicated on a final 
map, as such map is filed in the county recorder' s office, or as a lot shown on a recorded parcel map. 
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Lot width means the least distance between the side lot lines, measured at points midway between the front and 
rear lot lines. In the case of triangular lots, or lots that are bounded by more than four (4) straight lines, or that 
hâve curvilinear side lines, the planning director shall detemiine the lot width. 

Low-income household. A household whose gross annual income does not exceed eighty percent (80%) of the 
médian income for Sonoma County as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
adjusted for household size. 

Lower-income household. hicludes "low-income households," "very low-income households" and "extremely 
low-income households." 

Lower level décision maker means the planning director, the design review committee, the board of zoning ad- 
justments, or the planning commission, as appropriate. 

Major médical facility means a state-licensed institution which provides intensive professional supervision 
and/or medically supervised treatment to patients. 

Major timberland conversion means a timberland conversion that requires a timberland conversion permit, or 
is exempt from a timberland conversion permit under Section 1 104.2 of the Forest Practice Rule. 

Manufactured home means a dwelling unit including mobile homes and factory-built housing as defined in 
Sections 18210.5 and 19971, respectively, of the Califomia Health and Safety Code. 

Market rate unit. A dwelling unit in a residential project that is not restricted by an affordable housing agree- 
ment, and which is not expected to be provided as affordable to an extremely low-, very low-, low- or moderate- 
income household. 

Médical cannabis dispensary includes any association, coopérative, affiliation, or collective of four (4) or more 
persons where the primary purpose is to provide the lawful distribution of médical cannabis that has been rec- 
ommended by a licensed physician, in strict accordance with Health and Safety Code Section 1 1362,5 et seq. 

A médical cannabis dispensary does not include dispensing by primary caregivers to qualifîed patients in the 
following locations and uses, as long as the location of such uses are otherwise regulated by this Code or appli- 
cable law: 

(a) A clinic licensed pursuant to Chapter 1 of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code Section 1200 et sec; 

(b) A health care facility licensed pursuant to Chapter 2 of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code Section 
1250 et sec; 

(c) A residential care facility for persons with chronic life-threatening ilhiess licensed pursuant to Chapter 3.01 
of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code Section 1568.01 et sec; 

(d) Residential care facility for the elderly licensed pursuant to Chapter 3.2 of Division 2 of the Health and 
Safety Code Section 1569 et sec; 
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(e) A residential hospice, or a home health agency licensed pursuant to Chapter 8 of Division 2 of the Health 
and Safety Code Section 1 725 et sec; 

(f) A qualified patient's primary place of résidence. 

Médical cannabis dispensary, Level 1 means a dispensary of not more than one thousand (1,000) square feet, 
which has less than three hundred (300) patients, where no more than twenty (20) patients per business day are 
served. 

Médical cannabis dispensary, Level 2 mearis a dispensary which has over two hundred ninety-nine (299) pa- 
tients, and/or which is located in a facility of greater than one thousand ( 1 ,000) square feet, and/or which serves 
more than twenty (20) patients per business day. 

Mini-mart means a commercial business which is characterized by the retail sale of gasoline and related petro- 
leum products in combination with the retail sale of food, beverages, or other nonvehicular related items. A 
mini-mart does not include gasoline service stations which are solely combined with fîve (5) or fewer coin- 
operated, self-serve vending machines which dispense prepackaged food or beverages. 

Miner timberland conversion means a timberland conversion that is exempt from a timberland conversion 
permit under Section 1 104.1, subdivision (a), of the Forest Practice Rules. 

Mixed-use developments are those developments that combine residential and non-residential uses on the same 
project site, either vertically (such as when residential uses are located over commercial uses) or horizontally 
(such as when the street frontage of a site is devoted to commercial uses with residential uses behind). Mixed- 
use developments feature structural séparations between the residential and non-residential spaces to allow the 
two uses to be rented, leased, sold or occupied separately. 

Mobile home means a structure, transportable in one ( 1 ) or more sections, which is built on a permanent châssis 
and is designed to be used as a dwelling unit with or without a permanent foundation. Mobile home does not 
include a recreational vehicle or factory-built housing as defined in Section 19971 of the Califomia Health and 
Safety Code. 

Mobile home park means any area or tract of land used to accommodate two (2) or more mobile homes as 
single-family residential uses, where those homes are located on individual rented or leased lots consistent with 
Health and Safety Code Section 18214(c)(l); provided, however, that no area or tract of land zoned for 
agricultural purposes and used to accommodate two (2) or more mobile homes for the purpose of housing twelve 
(12) or fewer agricultural employées shall be deemed to be a mobile home park for purposes of this chapter. 

Moderate-income household. A household whose gross annual income does not exceed one hundred twenty 
percent ( 1 20%) of the médian income for Sonoma County as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, adjusted for household size. 

Multiple-user télécommunication facility means a télécommunication facility which is comprised of multiple 
towers containing a combination of antennas owned or operated by more than one (1) public or private entity. 
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Multi-family housing project means rental housing project. 

Natural slope means the slope of the ground prior to any grading or other land disturbing activity. Natural slope 
shall be determined by measuring the horizontal distance between adjacent contours on a USGS quadrangle map 
or other topographie map acceptable to the county with a scale of not less than 1 :24000 ( 1 " = 2000') and contour 
intervais of not more than twenty (20') feet, and then dividing the différence in élévation between the two con- 
tours by the measured horizontal distance. The horizontal distance shall be measured perpendicular to the con- 
tours. 

Noncommercial télécommunication facility means a télécommunication facilïty which is operated solely for 
Personal use and not for commercial purposes. 

Nonconforming use means a lawful use existing on the effective date of a zoning ordinance restriction and con- 
tinuing since that date in nonconformance to the zoning ordinance restriction. 

Nonoperative motor vehicle means any motor vehicle which cannot be moved under its own power, or cannot 
be operated lawfuUy on a public street or highway within this state, due to removal of, damage to, or détériora- 
tion of, or inoperative condition of any component part or the lack of an engine, transmission, wheels, tires, 
doors, windshield or any other component part necessary for such movement or lawful opération. Nonoperative 
motor vehicle shall not include "vehicles of historié value" as defîned by the Califomia Vehicle Code which 
hâve current spécial identification plates as provided herein. 

Nonoperative motor vehicle storage yard means the placing on any lot or parcel or contiguous lots or parcels 
of land one (1) or more nonoperative motor vehicles for a period exceeding fifteen (15) days. 

Old growth redwood means any redwood tree over two hundred (200) years old. 

Open areas means those areas suitable for common recreational use or which provide visual relief to developed 
areas, exclusive of flood control channel rights-of-way, areas devoted to parking, vehicular traffic or private use, 
and any other area which does not significantly lend itself to the overall benefît of either the particular develop- 
ment or surrounding enviromnent. Open areas may include areas in private lot ownership, provided, that such 
areas are not fenced. The boundaries of open areas shall be treated as property lines in determining required rear 
and side yard setbacks. 

At least fifty percent (50%) of the required open area shall be contained as a single visually identifiable area ex- 
clusive of Connecting corridors or pathways, and in no case be less than fifty feet (50') in width nor five thousand 
(5,000) square feet in area. 

Outdoor advertising sign means any card, cloth, paper, métal, painted or wooden sign of any character (exclud- 
ing appurtenant and directional signs) placed for outdoor advertising purposes, on the ground or onto any tree, 
wall, bush, rock, post fence, building, structure or thing. The term "placed," as used in this définition, includes 
erecting, constructing, maintaining, posting, painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, sticking, carving or oth- 
erwise fastening, affixtng to, or making visible in any manner. 
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Outdoor advertising structures mearis a structure of any kind or character erected or maintained for outdoor 
advertising purposes, upon which any poster, bill, printing, painting or other advertisement of any kind whatso- 
ever may be placed for advertising purposes. The tenu placed, as used in this définition, includes erecting, con- 
structing, maintaining, posting, painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, sticking, carving or otherwise fasten- 
ing, affixing to, or making visible in any manner. 

Outdoor vendor means the sale of articles and agricultural or horticultural commodities on a small scale for 
profit or livelihood, not conducted within a building, but not including the sale of lumber or other building mate- 
rial. (Ord. No. 3348.) 

Ownership housing project means a project of two (2) or more units, wHether attached or detached, when those 
units are each placed on individual or air-space lots such that each individual unit may be owned separately. 

Parking spaces means usable off-street area with independent access, not included within established front-yard 
setback, at least nine feet (9') by twenty feet (20') for diagonal or perpendicular vehicle parking, or at least eight 
feet (8') by twenty-two feet (22') for parallel vehicle parking. 

Permit, use. "Use pennit" means a perniit issued after public hearing by the board of zoning adijustments or 
planning commission as the case may be, that authorizes the récipient to make use of property in accordance 
with the requirements of this chapter. 

Permit, zoning. "Zoning permit" means a pennit issued by the planning director, that authorizes the récipient to 
make use of property in accordance with the requirements of this chapter. 

Pet fancier facility means any lot or premises on which fîve (5) or more but not exceeding ten (10) dogs and/or 
five (5) or more but not exceeding ten (10) cats over four (4) months of âge are owned and kept by the owner or 
occupant for personal, noncommercial purposes, including, but not limited to, hunting, tracking, exhibiting at 
shows, exhibitions, field trials or other compétitions, or enhancing or perpetuating a given breed, other than dogs 
or cats used in conjunction with an agricultural opération on the lot or premises. No pet fancier facility shall be 
located on any lot or premises less than one (1) acre in size. No pet fancier facility shall sell, display, offer for 
sale, barter or give away more than four (4) litters of puppies and/or four (4) litters of kittens in any calendar 
year. 

Planned developments means a real estate development other than a community apartment project, a stock co- 
opérative or a coopérative, or a condominium and which is more particularly defined in Sections 1 1 003 and 
1 1 003 . 1 of the Califomia Business and Professions Code and subséquent amendments thereto, and having either 
or both of the following features: 

(a) Any contiguous or noncontiguous lots, parcels or areas owned in common by the owners of the separately 
owned lots, parcels or areas consisting of areas or facilities the bénéficiai use and enjoyment of which is re- 
served to same or ail of the owners of separately owned lots, parcels or areas; 

(b) Any power existing to enforce any obligation in connection with membership in the owners association, or 
any obligation pertaining to the bénéficiai use and enjoyment of any portion of, or any interests in, either 
the separately or coimnonly owned lots, parcels or areas by means of a levy or assessment which may be- 
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corne a lien upon the separately owned lots, parcels or areas of defaulting owners or members, which said 
lien may be foreclosed in any manner provided by law for the foreclosure of mortgages or deeds of trust, 
with or without a power of sale. 

Planning department for purposes of this chapter is the pemiit and resource management department. 

Planning director for purposes of this chapter is the director of pennit and resource management department. 

Primary caregiver has the same meaning as Health and Safety Code Section 1 1362.7(d), as may be amended. 

Prime soils means soils classified by the United States Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service as 
Class I or Class IL 

Principal résidence. The place where one actually lives for the greater part of the time, or the place where one 
remains when not called elsewhere for some temporary or spécial purpose, and to which one retums frequently 
and periodically, as from work or vacation. 

Processing services means support services which are related to and necessary for agricultural processing activi- 
ties. 

Processing, timber. "Timber processing" means initial on-site activities and mill activities which transfomi the 
resource to a fïnished product. 

Professional offices means buildings, structures or establishments for the purpose of establishing or maintaining 
offices for doctors, attomeys, registered engineers or architects, licensed surveyors, accountants or realtors, but 
not including barbers, beauticians, cosmetologists or other service establishments. 

Protected perimeter means the tree dripline. 

Protected tree means Big Leaf Maple Acer macrophyllum, Black Oak Quercus kelloggii, Blue Oak Quercus 
douglasii, Coast Live Oak Quercus agrifolia, Literior Live Oak Quercus wislizenii, Madrone Arbutus menziesii. 
Oracle Oak Quercus morehus, Oregon Oak Quercus garryana, Redwood Séquoia sempervirens, Valley Oak 
Quercus lobata, Califomia Bay Umbellularia california and their hybrids. 

Protected tree of spécial signifîcance means Valley Oak Quercus lobata. 

Public garage means any premises, except those herein defined as a private or storage garage, used for the stor- 
age or care of motor vehicles or where any such vehicles are equipped for opération or repair or kept for rému- 
nération, hire or sale. 

Public service use or facility means a use operated or used by a public body or public utility in connection with 
any of the following services: water, waste water management, public éducation, parks and récréation, fire and 
police protection, solid waste management, utilities, hospitals, or other public service uses. 
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Public use or facility means a use opérated éxclusively by a public body, to serve the public health, safety or 
gênerai welfare, including uses such as public schools and universities, parks, playgrounds, hospitals and admin- 
istrative and service facilities. 

Qualifîed patient has the same meaning as Health and Safety Code Section 1 1362.7(f), as may be amended. 

Qualifying unit. An affordable housing unit or spécial needs housing unit that qualifies a project for a density 
bonus pursuant to Section 26.89.050 (Density bonus programs). 

Quasi-public use or facility means a use opérated by a private nonprofit, educational, religions, charitable or 
médical institution, having the primary purpose of serving the gênerai public, and including uses such as 
churches, private schools and universities, community, youth and senior citizen recreational facilities, private 
hospitals and the like. 

Recyclable material is reusable material including but not limited to aluminum, glass, plastic and paper which 
are intended for reuse, remanufacture, or reconstruction in altered form. Recyclable material includes used motor 
oil coUected and transported in accordance with Section 25250. 1 1 and 25 1 43 .2(b)(f) of the Califomia Health and 
Safety Code. 

Recycling facility. "Recycling facility" means a center for collection and/or processing of recyclable materials. 

Recycling collection facility. "Recycling collection facility" means a center for the acceptance of recyclable 
materials and includes reverse-vending machines, small collection facilities and large collection facilities. 

Recycling processing facility. "Recycling processing facility" means a building or enclosed space used for the 
collection and processing of recyclable material and/or used motor oil, by such means as flattening, sorting, 
compaction, bailing, shredding, grinding and crushing. "Processing" includes the following: 

(a) Light processing facilities hâve up to forty-five thousand (45,000) square feet of gross collection. A light 
processing facility shall not shred, compact or baie ferrons metals other than food and beverage containers; 

(b) Heavy processing facilities are ail other processing facilities other than a light processing facility. 

Registered professional forester means registered professional forester as defîned in Section 895 . 1 of the For- 
est Practice Rules. 

Rental housing project means a project of two (2) or more units on a single lot, such that the individual units 
cannot be separately owned. 

Residential community care facility means a home licensed by the state which is regularly used as a commu- 
nity care facility, health facility, care facility for the elderly or alcoholism recovery facility (as defîned by the 
Califomia Health and Safety Code); or facilities for the mentally disordered, handicapped persons or dépendent 
and neglected children (as defîned by the Califomia Welfare and histitutions Code). 
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(a) Small residential community care facility means a residential care facility serving six (6) or fewer per- 
sons. 

(b) Large residential community care facility means a residential care facility serving seven (7) or more per- 
sons. 

Residential density. The maximum number of dwelling units per acre or the minimum number of acres per 
dwelling unit as pennitted in the applicable zoning district. 

Residential development, as used in Section 26-88-010(k), is defîned as a project, a group of projects being 
developed simultaneously by the same developer within the same unincorporated planning area, including con- 
dominium conversion, that contains five (5) or more dwelling units or parcels. A residential development may 
include one (1 ) or more housing types designed for pennanent occupancy including, but not limited to, single- 
family dwellings and/or multiple-family dwellings (both ownership and rental), and condominium conversion. A 
residential development may also include a land division within the urban unincorporated area, proposed with 
the intent to facilitate future housing construction. 

Residential project. For the purposes of Article 89 (Affordable Housing Program Requirements and Incen- 
tives), one (1) or more dwelling units on a single site, including residential units provided within a mixed-use 
development. 

Resocialization facility means a facility, including but not limited to a single-family résidence which provides 
adult supervision and résidence services to six (6) or less individuals who are not related to the résident house- 
hold, and who are mentally handicapped and may be receiving some case work services from psychiatrie social 
workers or welfare workers. A resocialization facility may be a licensed or unlicensed home for persons who are 
placed in or referred to the facility by a state agency. 

Rest home means a structure for housing ambulatory guests and requiring a license from another agency. 

Reverse vending machine means a mechanical device which accepts and temporarily stores one or more types 
of empty beverage containers, including aluminum cans, glass and plastic bottles and cartons and issues a cash 
refund or redeemable crédit slip with a value not less than the container' s rédemption value. (Ord. No. 3805.) 

Riparian corridor means a line or belt of végétation following the course of a river or stream on the immédiate 
banks and appearing visually and structurally separate from the surrounding landscape. 

River terrace opération means sand and gravel opérations which entail the extraction, stockpiling, processing 
and sale of sand and gravel from terrace floodplain deposits. (Ord. No. 3465.) 

Roof means the exterior surface on the top of a building or structure, as shown in the accompanying illustration. 
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Scenic corridor means as designated on Figure OS-2 of the gênerai plan open space élément, a strip of land of 
high Visual quality along a certain roadway. 
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Scenic highway means those roadways in Sonoma County that hâve been so designated by the state of Califor- 
nia. 

Seasonal farmworker housing means any housing accommodation or structure of a temporary or pennanent 
nature used as housing for farmworkers for not more than one hundred eighty (1 80) days in any calendar year 
and approved for such use pursuant to Title 25 of the Califomia Code of Régulations. 

Secondary use means a use of land or a building that is subordinate to, but may be différent from the primary 
use of the land or building located on the same lot. 

Senior household. A household with at least one (1) person who is sixty-two (62) years of âge or older. 

Silent second mortgage. See "Deferred-payment subordinate loan." 

Silhouette means a calculation of the exposed surface area of the towers and antennas associated with a télé- 
communication facility, as seen from an élévation perspective, as shown in the accompanying illustration. 




■^ 



The silhouette is a calculation of the physical surfaces of the combined tower and antenna(s) included in a télé- 
communication facility. Only the physical surfaces, and not the air spaces in between, are counted in the calcula- 
tion. The silhouette calculation is measured from the viewing angle which présents the largest exposure from an 
élévation perspective. 
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Single room occupancy (SRO) room means a living unit intended for occupancy by not more thantwo (2) per- 
sons, with a minimum floor area of one hundred fîfty (150) square feet. Single room occupancy units may hâve 
partial kitchen and/or bathroom facilities pursuant to H & S Code Section 1 7958. 1 . (See also Efficiency dwelling 
unit, Large single room occupancy (SRO) facility, Small single room occupancy (SRO) facility.) 

Site Class 1 timberland means Site Class I timberland as defmed in Section 1060 of the Forest Practice Rules. 

Site Class II timberland means Site Class II timberland as defmed in Section 1 060 of the Forest Practice Rules. 

Site classification means site classification as defined in Section 4528 of the Public Resources Code. 

Site coverage. The percentage of total lot area encumbered by impervious surfaces, including ail structures, 
buildings and paved or compacted driveways, parking areas, patios and walkways and similar features. 

Slope means an inclined ground surface, the inclination of which is expressed as a ratio of horizontal distance to 
vertical distance (e.g., 2:1) or as a percentage (e.g., fîfty percent (50%)). 

Sludge means solid material produced through sewage treatment processes. 

Small collection facility means a small collection facility which occupies an area of not more than five hundred 
(500) square feet and includes: 

(a) Reverse vending machines occupying more than fîfty (50) square feet; 

(b) Bins, boxes, cans, kiosk-type units and other containers or réceptacles; and/or 

(c) A properly licensed automobile, truck, trailer or van. 
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Small-scale homeless shelter means a residential or mixed-use structure which provides temporary or transi- 
tional housing for up to ten (10) persons, and may include support services for the résidents. 



• 



(Revised 5-07) 26-48.2 



• 



§ 26-02-140 SONOMA COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS § 26-02-140 



Small single room occupancy facility (SRO facility) means a property containing at least two (2) but not more 
than nine (9) single room occupancy (SRO) rooms, which rooms are rented as affordable to very low- or ex- 
tremely low-income persons, as defîned in this section. Ail SRO facilities shall be provided in accordance with 
Section 26-88-125, Single room occupancy (SRO) facilities. 

Small valley oak means any valley oak having a diameter at breast height twenty inches (20") or less. 

Small wind energy System means a wind energy conversion system consisting of a wind turbine, a tower, and 
associated control or conversion electronics, which has a rated capacity that does not exceed the allowable rated 
capacity under the Emerging Renewables Fund of the Renewables Investment Plan administered by the Califor- 
nia Energy Commission and which will be used primarily to reduce onsite consumption of utility power. 

Spécial needs household. A household with at least one (1) person who is considered to hâve spécial housing 
needs as described in the Sonoma County housing élément as such élément may be amended from time to time. 

Spécial needs housing agreement. A contract with the county executed by the developer of a residential project 
that limits the occupancy of specifîed dwelling units within the project to designated spécial needs household 
types, estabiishes a time period during which the specifîed units shall continue to be occupied by the targeted 
designated spécial needs household types, and which may contain administrative, enforcement and other provi- 
sions to ensure that the specifîed units are sold and/or rented to targeted households within the desigaated spécial 
needs household types over the entire term of the agreement. 

Spécial needs housing. Rental or home ownership housing that is suitable for and reserved for occupancy by 
designated spécial needs household types. 

Spécial needs housing project. A project that pro vides ownership or rental housing suitable for designated spé- 
cial needs households, which spécial needs housing is subject to a spécial needs housing agreement pursuant to 
Section 26.89. 110. 

Spécial needs ownership housing. Home ownership housing that is suitable for and reserved for purchase and 
occupancy by designated spécial needs household types. 

Spécial needs rental housing. Rental housing that is suitable for and reserved for rental and occupancy by des- 
ignated spécial needs household types. 

Spécial needs unit. A dwelling unit that is subject to a spécial needs housing agreement, which the developer 
agrées to provide and maintain in compliance with the requirements in Section 26.89.080 (Ownersliip unit occu- 
pancy and long-tenu restrictions) or Section 26.89.090 (Rental unit occupancy and long-tenu restrictions). 

Specifîed anatomical areas means ( 1 ) less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic région, 
buttock and female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola, (2) human maie genitals in a 
discemibly turgid state whether or not opaquely covered. 
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Specified sexual activities means (1) human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal, (2) acts of hu- 
man masturbation, sexual intercourse, sodomy or bestiality, (3) fondling or other erotic handling of human geni- 
tals, pubic région, buttock or female breast. 

, Stable, commercial. "Commercial stable" means housing for horses owned and used by someone other than the 
occupant or owner of the résidence and including related shows, lessons, clinics and similar activities. 

State CEQA Guidelines means the State CEQA Guidelines, Califomia Code of Régulations, Title 14, Divi- 
sion 6, Chapter 3. 

State stocking standards means stocking standards as defmed in Section 895.1 of the Forest Practice Rules. 

Street means a public or private thoroughfare which affords principal means of access to abutting property, in- 
cluding avenue, place, way, drive, land, boulevard, highway, road and any other thoroughfare except an alley as 
defîned herein. 

Street line means the boundary between a street and property. 

Structure means anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location on the ground attachment to 
something having location on the ground. 

Structural altérations means any change in the supporting members of a building such as bearing walls, col- 
umns, beams or girders. 

Structure ridgeline means the long, narrow crest at the top of the juncture of two (2) or more surfaces making 
up the roof of a building or structure, as shown in the accompanying illustration. 
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Tasting room means a facility in which agricultural products grown or processed in the county may be tasted 
and sold. 
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Télécommunication facility means a facility that sends and/or receives electromagnetic signais, including an- 
tennas and towers to support receiving and/or transmitting devices along with accessory structures, and the land 
on which they are ail situated. 

Timber means those species of trees listed as commercial species for the Coast Forest District, Group A, in Sec- 
tion 895.1 of the Forest Practice Rules. 

Timber harvesting plan means a timber harvesting plan approved by the Director of the Califomia Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection, or by the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection upon appeal, pursuant to 
Section 1032 et seq. of the Forest Practice Rules. 

Timberland means timberland as defîned in Section 1 100 of the Forest practice Rules. 

Timberland conversion means timberland conversion as defîned in Section 1 100 of the Forest Practice Rules, 
except that timberland conversion shall not include the conversion of less than three (3) acres of timberland for 
the purpose of constructing a structure in accordance with a valid building perniit where the conversion is lim- 
ited to the cutting and removal of the minimum number of trees necessary to accommodate the structure and re- 
lated improvements. 

Timberland conversion permit means a timberland conversion pennit issued by the Director of the Califomia 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, or by the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection upon appeal, 
pursuant to Section 1 100 et seq. of the Forest Practice Rules. 

Timber opérations means timber opérations as defîned in Section 4527 of the Public Resources Code. 

Timber production means growing and harvesting timber for commercial purposes. 

Tower means the support structure, including guyed, monopole and lattice types, upon which antennas are lo- 
cated as part of a télécommunication facility or upon which a wind turbine (or other mechanical device) is 
mounted as part of a small wind energy System. 

Tower height means the height above grade of the fîxed portion of the tower, excluding any télécommunication 
antennas or a wind energy System or its blades. 

Transitional housing means housing for persons or families in transition from a homeless shelter to pennanent 
housing. 

Travel trailer means a vehicle, other than a motor vehicle or mobile home which is designed or used for human 
habitation and for travel or recreational purposes, which is not more than eight feet (8') in width and is less than 
forty feet (40') in length, and which may be moved upon a public highway without spécial permit or chauffeur's 
license or both, without violating any provision of the Vehicle Code of the state. 

Travel trailer park or recreational trailer park means any area or tract of land where one (1) or more lots 
accommodate owners or users of travel trailers used for travel or recreational purposes wherein occupancy by 
any one individual does not exceed ninety (90) consécutive days in any one (1) calendar year. 
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Tree means a healthy living large woody plant which ordinarily has a central trunk and at maturity exceeds a 
height of fourteen feet (14'). 

Truck or equipment terminal or dépôt means a space, area or building designed, equipped or maintained for 
the parking or storage of two (2) or more trucks, vehicles or equipment other than private automobiles or fanîi 
vehicles or equipment used incidental to agricultural uses on the premises. 

Urban service area means an area designated in the gênerai plan within which the full range of public services 
and infrastructure, such as sewer, water, police and fire protection, roads and transit, and other services neces- 
sary for urban development are available or planned to be available. The area bounded by an urban service 
boundary. 

Urban service boundary means a designated limit to the urban development of cities and unincorjîorated com- 
munities of the county. 

Use, accessory. "Accessory use" means a use incidental and accessory to the principal use of a lot or a building 
located on the same lot. 

Work/Iive unit. A single unit comprised of one ( 1 ) or more rooms, occupied and utilized by a single household, 
which accommodâtes both work activity and residential occupancy, in which the working space is prédominant 
and the residential facilities secondary, and which includes: 

(a) Working space reserved for and regularly used for commercial or industrial use by one (1 ) or more rési- 
dents of the unit; and 

(b) Complète residential cooking, sleeping and sanitary facilities in compliance with ail applicable building 
codes. 

Valley oak means Quercus lobata, a member of the white oak group whose acoms fomi and ripen in one (1) 
growing season and are relatively large and oblong in shape, whose leaves are deciduous and are lobed to deeply 
lobed, and whose bark is checkered to deeply checkered. 

Valley oak woodland means habitat that varies from savanna-like to forest-like stands with partially closed 
canopies, where valley oaks are the dominant native tree species. 

Very low-income household. A household whose gross annual income does not exceed fïfty percent (50%) of 
the médian income for Sonoma County as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, adjusted for household size. 

Veterinary clinic means a facility for the provision of médical services for animais, unless otherwise specified, 
including incidental retail sales of pharmaceuticals for the health care of the animais. Animais may be keimeled 
on site. 
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Wind energy conversion System means a machine used to convert the kinetic energy of the wind into a usable 
fonn of electrical energy, including wind turbine generators, rotors, and blades. 

Wind energy System height means the height above grade of the fîxed portion of the tower including the verti- 
cal length of any extensions such as the rotor blade. 

Yard means an open space other than a court on the same lot with a building, which open space is unoccupied 
and unobstructed from the ground upward, except as otherwise permitted in this chapter. 

Yard, front. "Front yard" means a yard extending across the front of the lot between the inner side yard lines 
and measured from the front line of the lot to the nearest lines of the building; provided, that if any building line 
or officiai plan line has been established for the street upon which the lot faces, then such measurement shall be 
taken from such building line or officiai plan line to the nearest line of the building. 

Yard, rear. "Rear yard" means a yard extending across the full width of the lot and measured between the rear 
line of the lot and the nearest line of the main building. 

Yard, side. "Side yard" means a yard between the line of the lot and the nearest line of the building and extend- 
ing from the front line of the lot to the rear yard. 

Year-round farm worker housing means any housing accommodation or structure of a temporary or permanent 
nature used as housing for farmworkers for more than one hundred eighty (180) days in any calendar year and 
approved for such use pursuant to Title 25 of the Califomia Code of Régulations. 

Zoning district means a portion of the county within which certain uses of land and buildings are specified and 
within which certain yards and other open areas are required and certain height limits are established for build- 
ings, ail as set forth and specified in this chapter. (Ord. No. 5715 § 2, 2007; Ord. No. 571 1 § 2 (Exh. A), 2007; 
Ord.No.5695§ 1,2006; Ord. No. 5651 § l(a)— (s) 2006; Ord. No. 5569 § 2, 2005; Ord. No. 5537 § 2(a), 2004; 
Ord. No. 5435 § 2(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 § 2, 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 2, 2002; Ord. No. 5009 § 1(B), 1997; 
Ord. No. 4991 § l(b) — (g), 1996; Ord. No. 4985 § 1 (a), 1996; Ord. No. 4973 § 2(a), (b), 1996; Ord. No. 4906 
§ 8, 1995; Ord. No. 4839 § 1(A), 1994; Ord. No. 4781 § 2(A), 1994; Ord. No. 4723 § l(a), 1993; Ord. No. 4653 
§ l(a, b), 1993; Ord. No. 4643, 1993; Ord. No. 3805; Ord. No. 3615; Ord. No. 3349; Ord. No. 3340.) 
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Article 04. 

LIA Land Intensive Agriculture District 

Sec 26-04-005. Purpose. 

Pmpose: to enhance and protect lands best suited for permanent agricultural use and capable of relatively 
high production per acre of land; and to implement the provisions of the land intensive agriculture land use 
categoiy (Section 2.7.1) of the gênerai plan and the pohcies of the agricultural resources élément. (Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-04-010. Permitted uses. 

(a) On parcels exceeding two (2) acres, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of farm animais. When 
such fanning invoives animais wfaich are condnuously confined, such as veal calves, poultry, hogs and 
pigs, daiiy cows, or similar livestock which may resuit in concentrations of animal waste, the use shall 
be subject to issuance of a zoning permit based upon written approval of the Sonoma County public 
health department and the applicable Régional Water Quality Control Board of a confined animal 
management plan. Horses, goats, sheep and similar farm animais are not considered to be confined 
animais for purposes of this chapter. The plan shall include provisions for: 

(1) Containment of viraste to the site, 

(2) Reuse or disposai of waste in accordance with health and/or water quality régulations, 

(3) Mitigation of potential water quality impacts due to surface runoff of waste, 

(4) Control of vectors. 

In the event that the confined animal use is proposed within five hundred feet (500') of a nonagricultural 
land use caiegory, it shall require prior approval of a use permit; 

(b) On parcels of two (2) acres or less, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one 
(1) of the foilowing per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

(1) Five (5) hogs or pigs, 

(2) One (1) horse, mule, cow or steer, 

(3) Hve (5) goats, sheep or similar animais, 

(4) Hfty (50) chickens or similar fowi, 

(5) Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one himdred (100) rabbits or similar animais. 
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(6) The above limitations may be mcxiifîed by tbe planning director upon submittal of a proposai 
stalement which describes the extent of the domestic fanning use and which is signed by the 
owners of ail property within three hundred feet (3000 of the subject property. The planning 
director may require the applicant to obtain a use permit if the director détermines that the project 
might be detrimental to suirounding uses. 

(7) 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are pennitted without limitation of parcel size, provided 
that the parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided further a letter 
of project authorization is fîrst submitted by the project advisor. The planning director may require 
the applicant to obtain a use permit when the director detennines that the project might be 
detrimental to suirounding uses; 

(c) Beekeeping; 

(d) The growing and harvesting of shrabs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below, agricultural 
cultivation shall not be pennitted in the following areas: 

(1) Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank of the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fïfty feet (500 from the top of the bank of désignâtes flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-fîve feet (250 froni the top of the bank of designated upland riparian corridors, 

Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in those areas designated in subsection (d)(l) through (3) above 
upon approval of a management plan which includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank 
stabilization and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the planning director or by use permit 
pursuant to Section 26-04-020(a); 

(e) Agricultural support services involving no more than one (1) employée and occupying no more than 
one-half (1/2) acre of land and subject, at a minimum to the criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-5c and 
AR-5d. Such services may include incidental sales of products related to the support service use but 
shall not include additional walk-in, over-the-counter retail sales. 

The foEowÏQg factors shall be considered in determining an agricultural support service to be "clearly 
subordinate to on-site agricultural production" as provided in above Policy AR-5c: 

(1) The géographie area of the lot devoted to the support service use in compaiison to that remaining 
in agriculmral production, 

(2) Whether or not new stmcmres or significant expansion of existing structures are needed to 
accommodate the support service use, 

(3) The relative number of employées devoted to the support service use in comparison to that needed 
for agricultural production; 
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(f) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing and similar préparation of crops which are grown 
on the site, but not including agricultural processing; 

(g) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion and incidental storage of crops which are grown or animais 
which are raised on the site; 

(h) Residential uses include the following: 

(1) Single-family detached dwelling miit(s) in accordance with the residential density pemiitted by 
the gênerai plan land use élément, or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more 
restrictive. Thèse unit(s) may be manufactured homes, but only one (1) may be a manufactured 
home without a permanent foundation. 

A manufactured home without a permanent foundation shall require prier approval of a zoning 
pemiit notice of which shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to issuance, duiing which an 
appeal may be filed and processed pursuant to Section 26-92-040. Issuance of the zoning permit 
shall be subject, at a minimum, to the following conditions: 

(i) The manufactured home shall be at least twelve feet (12') in width except those that are 
owned and occupied on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, 

(ii) The manufactured home shall be skirted. AU skirting shall be of a type approved by the state 
of Califomia, 

(iii) The manufactured home shall hâve one pâtio awning with a minimum dimension of nine feet 
(90 by rwenty feet (200 and either a garage, caiport or awning with a minimum dimension 
of ten feet (100 by twenty feet (200 for covered parking, 

(iv) Ail manufactured home sites shall be landscaped, and 

(v) The manufactured home shaU be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the 
owner, 

(2) One (1) detached farm family dwelling unit per lot provided that a Williamson Act contract is in 
efîect and that the following requirements are met: 

(i) An agricultural easement having a term equal to the usefiil life of the structure, but in no 
event less than twenty (20) years, shall be offered to the county at the time of application, 

(ii) A covenant shall be recorded, in a form satisfactory to county counsel, which acknowledges 
that, in the event that the agricultural use is temainated on the property, the farm family 
dweUing shall become a nonconforming residential use, 

(3) One (1) dwelling unit for fuU-time agricultural employées for each of the following agricultural 
uses conducted on the site: 
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(i) At ieast fifty (50) mature cows or one hundred (100) beef catde, 

(ii) At Ieast twenty (20) acres of grapes, apples, pears, prunes, 

(iii) At Ieast twenty thousand (20,000) broilers, fifteen thousand (15,000) egg-layers or three 
thousand (3,000) turkeys, 

(iv) At Ieast two hundred fifty (250) sheep or goats, fifty (50) daiiy goats or hogs, 

(v) At Ieast thirty (30) mature horses, 

(vi) Wholesale nurseries with a minimum of either one (1) acre of propagadng greenhouse or 
outdoor containers or three (3) acres of field-grown plant materials, 

(vii) Any other agricultural use which the planning director détermines to be of the same 
approximate agricultural value and intensity as subsections (h)(3)(i) through (vi) of this 
section. 

The dwelling unit(s) may be conventionally built homes or manufactured homes (with or without 

permanent foundations); provided, that manufactured homes without a pennanent foundation shail 

require a zoning pennit approved in the manner described in subsection (h)(l) of this section. Prior 

to the îssuance of building or zoning permits for the employée unit(s), the propeity owner shall ^^^ 

place on file with the planning department an afiidavit that the unit(s) will be used to house ^H 

persons employed on the premises for agricultural purposes. Further, a covenant shall be recorded, 

in a form satisfactory to county counsel, which acknowledges that in the event that the agricultural 

use is terminated on the property, the ^ricultural employée dwelling shall become a nonconform- 

ing residential use, 

(4) Self-contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons solely employed on the 
site for agricultural purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the planning department, stating that the 
recreational vehicle and/or travel trailer will only be used to house persons solely employed on 
the site of a bona fide agricultural enterprise. A 'Ijona fide agricultural enteiprise" is defined, for 
this purpose, as an opération which dérives its primary and principal income from agricultural 
production. The recreational vehicle or trailer shall be immediately removed fiom the site when 
it is no longer occupied by persons who are solely employed on the site, 

(5) Seasonal fannworker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26-88-010(1). Seasonal 
farmworker housing shall aiso confoim to such pubhc health, building and fire safety criteria as 
may be established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors, 

(6) Year-round farmworker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26-88-01 0(p) . Year- 
round farmworker housing shall also conformto such pubhc health, building and fire safety criteria 
as may be established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors, 
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(7) One guest house per lot, 

(8) One ( I ) travel trailer per lot for use as temporary housing in accordance with Section 26-88-0 1 0(q) 
and provided that a travel trailer administrative permit is obtained and renewed annually; 

(9) One ( 1 ) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply 
for the second dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class 1 , 2 or 3 groundwater 
availability area. Second units may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only 
where a hydro-geotechnical report, as defmed, certifies that the establishment and continuation of the 
secondary residential use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or cumulative groundwa- 
ter availability or yield. 

(i) The following nonagricultural uses; provided, that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a lo- 
cal need, avoids conflict with agricultural activities and is consistent with Objective AR-4.1 and Policy 
AR-4a of the Agricultural Resources Elément: 

( 1 ) Boarding of horses subject to issuance of a zoning permit, 

(2) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-121 and approval of azoning permit. 
Any home occupation use on a parcel under a Williamson Act contract must be consistent with Gov- 
ernment Code Section 5 1200 et seq. (the Williamson Act) and local ruies, régulations and ordinances 
adopted thereunder, 

(3) Small residential community care facilities, 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning De- 
partment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if 
a written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice," is posted on the 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 
26-92-040 has been received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from 
the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building inspection and public works. 
In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040, 

(5) Management of land for watershed, for fish and wildlife habitat, fish rearing ponds, hunting and fish- 
ing, where thèse uses are incidental to the primary use, 

(6) Small family day care, 

(7) Pet fancier facilities, provided, that a pet fancier license is obtained from the division of animal régu- 
lation and renewed annually, 

(8) Public parks, 

(9) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior no- 
tification is given to the Califomia Highway Patrol and that adéquate off-street parking is provided, 
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(1 0) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities siibject to the applicable criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 26-88-130, 

(11) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set 
forth in Section 26-88-1 30, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental re- 
view, for which notice, including a site plan and one ( 1) élévation with dimensions for such facility, 
is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject propeity at leastten (10) days priorto 
issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received 
from any interested person. In the event of an appeal; a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant 
to the above section, 

(12) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applica- 
ble criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in 
height are subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the per- 
mit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested 
person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section, 

(13) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two 
thousand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning per- 
mit approval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(j) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may 
be constructed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant 
parcels less than two (2) acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred 
twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to an existing agricultural use; 

(k) Minor timberland conversions, subject to compliance with the requirements of Section 26-88-1 40; 

(1) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(b), 2003; Ord. No. 
5429 § 3(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(a), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 4,2002; Ord. No. 5016 § 1(A), 1997; Ord. 
No. 4985 § l(b), 1996; Ord. No. 4973 § 3(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4723 § l(b), 1993; Ord. No. 4653 § l(c), 
1993; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-04-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

(a) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved pursu- 
ant to Section 26-04-0 10(d): 

( 1 ) Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors; 
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(b) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards; 

(c) Commercial mushroom farming; 

(d) Commercial stables not permitted under Section 26-04-01 0(i)(l ), riding académies, equestrian riding and 
driving clubs, and hunting clubs; 
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(e) Commercial aquaculture, provided that, at a minimum, the use does not adversely affect biotic resources 
and does not take place on prime soils; 

(f) Agricultural support services with more than one (1 ) and a maximum of three (3) employées or occupying 
more than one half (1/2) acre of land, but otherwise subject to the same criteria as Section 26-04-0 1 0(e); 

(g) Préparation of agricultural products which are not grown on site, processing of agricultural product of a 
type grown or produced primarily on site or in the local area, storage of agricultural products grown or 
processed on site, and bottling or canning of agricultural products grown or processed on site, subject, at a 
minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-5e and AR-5f; 

(h) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards which serve agricul- 
tural production in the local area and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-5e 
and AR-5f; 

(i) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site; 

(j) Tasting rooms and other temporary, seasonal or year-round sales and promotion of agricultural products 
grown or processed in the county subject to the minimum criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-6d and 
AR-6g. This subsection shall not be interpreted so as to require a use permit for uses allowed by Section 
26-04-0 ]0(g); 

(k) Promotional or marketing accommodations for private guests, provided, that the use, at a minimum, meets 
ail of the following criteria: 

( 1 ) The use promotes or markets agricultural products grown or processed on the site, 

(2) The scale of the use is appropriate to the production and/or processing use on the site, 

(3) The use complies with gênerai plan Policies AR-6d and AR-6g, 

(4) No commercial use of private guest accommodations is allowed; 

(1) Dwelling unit(s) for full time agricultural employées which are transferred from another lot within this dis- 
trict and which are under the same ownership as the subject property. The number of units allowed shall be 
determined by the standards in Section 26-04-01 0(h)(3). The units shall be located on the receiving parce! 
such that they are doser to the primary dwelling unit than to the property line; 

(m) Farm labor camps not permitted by Section 26-04-0 10(h); 

(n) The following nonagricultural uses; provided, that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a lo- 
cal need, avoids conflict with agricultural activities and is consistent with Objective AR-4.1 and Policy 
AR-4a of the Agricultural Resources Elément: 

( 1 ) Game préserves and refuges; 

(2) Public schools, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policy LLJ-6e; 
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(3) Private nursery, primary or secondary schools, and churches subject, at a minimum, to tiie criteria of 
gênerai plan Policy LU-6f; 

(4) Cemeteries; 

(5) Commercial kennels; 

(6) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution Unes and télécommunication 
facilities excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, trans- 
former stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and related parking lots 
which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise ex- 
empt by State law; 

(7) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(8) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a mini- 
mum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(9) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power devel- 
opment purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

( 1 0) Application of sludge from wastewater treatment plants to agricultural land subject, at a minimum, to 
the criteria of gênerai plan Policies PF-2q and PF-2r; 

(11) Art studios and arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. A use permit for such 
uses niay be granted only when the use is conducted within an existing abandoned agricultural build- 
ing feasible for such use; 

(12) Granges and similar community service facilities which do not adversely impact agriculture in the 
area; 

(13) Large residential community care facility; 

(14) Day care center; 

(15) Large family day care; 

(1 6) Golf courses and driving ranges shall be at the sole discrétion of the county and subject, at a mini- 
mum, to the following criteria: 

(i) The proposed use is adjacent to a designated urban service boundary or includes an irrévocable 
offer of offsite unutilized development rights for ail lands between the use and the urban service 
boundary, 

(ii) Permanent open space or agricultural préservation is provided for the site of the proposed use 
and ail areas for which development rights are acquired. 
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(iii) The use is located in close proximity to an existing wastewater treatment facility and includes 
the use of reclaimed wastewater in accordance with the régulations of the applicable régional 
water quality control agency, 

(iv) The use is subject to design review approval and includes setbacks, buffers or other measures 
designed to minimize its impact on existing and potential agricultural uses in the area, 

(v) Under no circumstances shall housing be included as part of the use, provided that a caretaker 
unit may be considered, 

(vi) The use must be compatible with and not resuit in limitations on any agricultural opération, 

(vii) The use shall not be conducted on lands subject to a Williamson Act contract or included in a 
Timber Production Zone, 

(viii) Facilities associated with the golf course and/or driving range shall be limited to those which 
serve golfers on the course or range, such as locker and shower facilities, pro shop with inciden- 
tal sales of golfîng equipment, snack bar and maintenance opérations. Such facilities shall not 
include restaurants, other retail sales, lodging or similar uses, 

(ix) Driving ranges shall not be operated during nighttime hours. 

hi the event that the above uses are proposed within a designated community separator, the criteria 
established by gênerai plan Policy OS- le shall supersede the above criteria, 

(17) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year; 

(18) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in 
Section 26-88-135. 

(o) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88-122. Any live/work use on a parcel under Williamson Act contract must be 
consistent with Government Code Section 5 1200 et seq. (the Williamson Act) and local rules, régulations 
and ordinances adopted thereunder. 

(p) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director area of a similar and compatible 
nature to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(c), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5429 § 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(i), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 4973 § 3(b), 1996; 
Ord. No. 4781 § 2(B), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-04-030. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this chapter, 
and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and any 
applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Density. Residential density shall be between twenty (20) and one hundred ( 1 00) acres per dwelling unit as 
shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or permitted by a "B" combining district, whichever is more re- 
strictive. However, dwelling units described in Section 26-04-01 0(h)(2) through (7) inclusive may be per- 
mitted in addition to the residential density. 

(b) Minimum Lot Size. The minimum lot size for création of new parcels shall be twenty (20) acres, provided, 
that it shall also meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy AR-8c. Li such cases where lots are clustered, a 
protective easement shall be applied to the remaining large parcel(s) which indicates that density has been 
transferred to the clustered area. 

(c) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width within each lot is one hundred twenty-five feet 
(125'). 

(d) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-fi ve feet (3 5 ') except that agricultural buildings and structures may reach up to fifty feet (50'). 
Additional height may be permitted provided that site plan approval in accordance with Article 82 is 
first secured. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Thirty-five percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the plan- 
ning director for commercial greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard Requirements. 

( 1 ) Front or Street Side Yard. Thirty feet (3 0') except where combined with any B district and in no case 
shall the setback be less than fifty-five feet (55') from the centerline of ail roads and streets, except as 
may be otherwise indicated on the district maps. 

(2) Side Yard. Minimum ten feet ( 1 0'), except that in the case of a corner lot, the street side yard shall be 
the same as the front yard, 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty feet (20'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of farm 
animais and accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel animais 
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shall be located at least fifty feet (50') from the front property line, twenty feet (20') frorn any side or 
rear property line, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any 
exterior property line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one (1 ) 
block or portion thereof in the same zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the 
required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the front yards of the such ga- 
rages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than ten feet ( 1 0'). Fur- 
ther, the perniit and resource management department director may require a use permit if the réduc- 
tion might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

Notwithstanding the above, if a résidence is elevated to meet flood requirements, the space under- 
neath the structure may be utilized for a garage or carport if it will meet building codes, even if the 
ten foot (10') to twenty foot (20') setback carmot be met, subject to approval of administrative design 
review. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fîreplaces and/or other cantilevered portions of structures, 
and similar architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum 
length of the projections shall not occupy more than one-third of the total length of the wall on which 
it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes or landing places may extend six feet (6') into any re- 
quired front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one (1) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of subsec- 
tion (f)(5) of this section. 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot; pro- 
vided, that such buildings shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear 
yard. Such accessory buildings shall not be located doser than ten feet ( 1 0') to the main buildings on 
adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent 
(30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained between the 
wall of a pool and the rear and side property Unes, and from the main building on the same lot. Con- 
ventional pool accessory equipment (pump, fîlters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. 
Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. (Ord. No. 3932.) 

(9) The yard requirements of subsections (f)( 1 ) and (2) of this section may be reduced up to fifty percent 
(50%) for agricultural buildings and structures if necessary for efficient farming opération. 

(g) In corapliance with applicable sections of the State Subdivision Map Act and the subdivision ordinance, a 
two (2)-way division of a parcel of land that is currently subject to a Williamson Act contract may be al- 
lowed, if ail of the following apply: 



• 



26-63 (Revised 5-07) 



§ 26-04-030 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26-04-030 



( 1 ) The resLilting parcel is to be sold or leased for agricultural employée ("famiworker") housing, and is 
not more than five (5) acres in size. For the purposes of this section, "agricultural employée" shall 
hâve the same meaning as defined by subdivision (b) of Section 1 140.4 of the Labor Code. 

(2) The parcel shall be sold or leased to a nonprofit organization, a city, a county, a housing authority, or 
a State agency, for the sole purpose of the provision and opération of famiworker housing. A lessee 
that is a nonprofit organization shall not sublease that parcel without the written consent of the land- 
owner, and shall notiiy the county of such sublease. 

(3) The parcel to be sold or leased shall be subject to a deed restriction that limits the use of the parcel to 
farmworker housing facilities for not less than thirty (30) years. The deed restriction shall also pro- 
vide, through reversionary or similar provision, that the parcel shall automatically revert to and be 
merged with the parcel from which it was subdivided when the parcel ceases to be used for farm- 
worker housing for a period of more than one (1) year. The deed restriction shall be in a form satis- 
factory to county counsel. 

(4) There is a written agreement between the parties to the sale or lease of the parcel and their successors 
to operate the parcel to be sold or leased under joint management of the parties, subject to the tenus 
and conditions and for the duration of the Williamson Act contract. 

(5) The parcel to be sold or leased is contiguous to one (1 ) or more parcels that are located within a des- 
ignated urban service area, and which are zoned for and developed with urban residential, commer- 
cial, or industrial land uses. 

(6) The farmworker housing project is provided pursuant to Section 26-88-010(1) (Seasonal famiworker 
housing) or Section 26-88-01 0(o) (Year-round farmworker housing), and includes provisions de- 
signed to minimize potential impacts on surrounding agricultural and rural residential land uses. 

A subdivision of land pursuant to this section shall not affect any Williamson Act contract executed pursu- 
ant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 51240) of the Government Code, and the parcel to be sold or 
leased shall remain subject to that contract. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 7 (Exh. H), 2007; Ord. No. 5569 § 9, 2005; 
Ord. No. 4973 § l(c), 1996; Ord. No. 4927 §§ 1, 6, 11, 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 06. 
LEA Land Extensive Agriculture District. 

Sec. 26-06-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to enhance and protect lands best suited for permanent agricultural use and capable of relatively low 
production per acre of land; and to iniplement the provisions of the land extensive agriculture land use category 
(Section 2.7.2) of the gênerai plan and the policies of the agricultural resources élément. (Ord. No. 4643, 1 993.) 

Sec. 26-06-010. Permitted uses. 

(a) On parcels exceeding two (2) acres, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of fami animais. When such 
farming involves animais which are continuously confined, such as veal calves, poultry, hogs and pigs, 
dairy cows or similar livestock which may resuit in concentrations of animal waste, the use shall be subject 
to issuance of a zoning pennit based upon written approval of the Sonoma County public health depart- 
ment and the applicable Régional Water Quality Control Board of a confîned animal management plan. 
Horses, goats, sheep and similar farm animais are not considered to be confined animais for purposes of 
this chapter. The plan shall include provisions for: 

( 1 ) Contai nment of waste to the site, 

(2) Reuse or disposai of waste in accordance with health and/or water quality régulations, 

(3) Mitigation of potential water quality impacts due to surface runoffof waste, 

(4) Control of vectors. 

In the event that the confined animal use is proposed within five hundred feet (500') of a nonagricultural 
land use category, it shall require prior approval of a use permit; 

(b) On parcels of two (2) acres or less, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one of the 
following per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

(1) Five (5) hogs or pigs, 

(2) One (1 ) horse, mule, cow or steer, 

(3) Five (5) goats, sheep or similar animais, 

(4) Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl, 

(5) Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais. 
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(6) The above limitations may be modified by the planning director upon submittal of a proposai 
statement which describes the extent of the domestic farming use and which is signed by the 
owners of ail property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property. The planning 
director may require the applicant to obtain a use permit if the director détermines thaï; the project 
might be detrimental to surrounding uses. 

(7) 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are pennitted without limitation of parcel size; provided, 
that the parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided fuither, a letter 
of project authorization is fust submitted by the project advisor. The planning director may require 
the applicant to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be 
detrimental to surrounding uses; 

(c) Beekeeping; 

(d) The growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fïber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below, agricultural 
cultivation shall not be pennitted in the following areas: 

(1) Within one hundred feet (1000 from the top of the bank of the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (500 from the top of the bank of designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (250 from the top of the bank of designated upland riparian corridors. 

Agricultural cultivadon may be allowed in those areâs set ont in subsections (d)(l) through (3) of this 
section upon approval of a management pian which includes appropriate mitigations for potentiai érosion, 
bank stabilization and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the plaiming director or by use 
permit pursuant to Section 26-06-020(a); 

(e) Agricultural support services involving no more than one (1) employée and occupying no more than 
one half (1/2) acre of land and subject, at a minimum to the criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-5c and 
AR-5d. Such services may include incidental sales of products related to the support sendce use but 
shall not include additional walk-in, over-the-coimter retail sales. 

The following factors shall be considered in determining an agricultural support service to be "clearly 
subordinate to on-site agricultural production" as provided in Policy AR-5c: 

(1) Tlie géographie area of the lot devoted to the support service use in comparison to that remaining 
in agricultural production, 

(2) Whether or not new structures or signrficant expansion of existing structures are needed to 
accommodate the support service use, 

(3) The relative number of employées devoted to the support service use in comparison to that needed 
for agricultural production; 
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(f) Incidentai cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing and similar préparation of crops wfaich are grown 
on the site, but not including agricultural processing; 

(g) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion and incidentai storage of crops which are grown or animais 
which are raised on the site; 

(h) Residential uses inciude the following: 

(1) Single-famiiy detached dwelling unit(s) in accordance with the residential density permitted by 
the gênerai plan land use élément, or pennitted by a "B" combining district, whichever is more 
restrictive. Thèse unit(s) may be manufactured homes, but only one (1) may be a manufactured 
home without a permanent foundation. 

A manufactured home without a permanent foimdadon shall require prior approval of a zoning 
permit notice of which shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to issuance, during which an 
appeal may be filed and processed pursuant to Section 26-92-040. Issuance of the zoning permit 
shall be subject, at a minimum, to the following conditions: 

(i) The manufactured home shall be at least twelve feet (120 in width except those that are 
owned and occupied on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, 

(ii) The manufactured home shall be skirted. Ail skiiting shaU be of a type approved by the state 
of Califomia, 

(iii) The manufactured home shall hâve one (1) patio awning with a minimum dimension of nine 
feet (90 by twenty feet (200 and either a garage, caiport or awning with a minimum 
dimension of ten feet (100 and twenty feet (200 for covered parking, 

(iv) Ali manufactured home sites shall be landscaped, and 

(v) The manufactured home shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the 
owner, 

(2) One (1) detached farm family dwelling unit per lot, provided that the following requirements are 
met: 

(i) An agricultural easement having a term equal to the useful life of the structure, but in no 
event less than twenty (20) years, shall be offered to the county at the time of application, 

(ii) A covenant shall be recorded, in a form satisfactory to cotmty counsel, which acknowledges 
that, in the event that the agricultural use is terminated on the property, the farm family 
dwelling shall become a nonconforming residential use, 

(3) One (1) dwelling unit for fiiU-time agricultural employées for each of the following agricultural 
uses conducted on the site: 
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(i) At least fifty (50) mature cows or one hundred ( 1 00) beef cattle, 

(ii) At least twenty (20) acres of grapes, apples, pears, prunes, 

(iii) At least twenty thousand (20,000) broilers, fifteen thousand ( 1 5,000) egg-layers, or three thou- 
sand (3,000) turkeys, 

(iv) At least two hundred fifty (250) sheep or goats, fifty (50) dairy goats or hogs, 

(v) At least thirty (30) mature horses, 

(vi) Wholesale nurseries with a minimum of either one ( 1) acre of propagating greenhouse or out- 
door containers or three (3) acres of field-grown plant materials, 

(vii) Any other agricultural use which the planning director détermines to be of the same approxi- 
mate agricultural value and intensity as subsections (h)(3)(i) through (vi) of this section. 

The dwelling unit(s) may be conventionally built homes or manufactured homes (with or without 
permanent foundations), provided that manufactured homes without a permanent foundation shall re- 
quire a zoning permit approved in the manner described in Section 26-06-01 0(h)(l ). Prior to the issu- 
ance of building or zoning permits for the employée unit(s), the property owner shall place on file 
with the planning department an affidavit that the unit(s) will be used to house persons employed on 
the premisesfor agricultural purposes. Further, a covenant shall be recorded, in a form satisfactory to 
county counsel, which acknowledges that in the event that the agricultural use is terminated on the 
property, the agricultural employée dwelling shall become a nonconforming residential use, 

(4) Self-contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons solely employed on the site 
for agricultural purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the planning department, stating that the rec- 
reational vehicle and/or travel trailer wilJ only be used to house persons solely employed on the site 
of a bona fide agricultural enterprise. A bona fide agricultural enterprise is defined for this purpose as 
an opération which dérives its primary and principal income from agricultural production. The rec- 
reational vehicle or trailer shall be immediately removed from the site when it is no longer occupied 
by persons who are solely employed on the site, 

(5) Seasonal farmworker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26-88-0 1 0(1). Seasonal 
farmworker housing shalJ aiso conform to such public health, building and fire safety criteria estab- 
lished by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors, 

(6) Year-round farmworker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26-88-0 1 0(p). Year- 
round farmworker housing shall also conform to such public health, building, and fire safety criteria 
as may be established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors, 

(7) One guest house per lot, 
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(8) One ( 1 ) travel trailer per lot for use as temporary housing in accordance with Section 26-88-0 1 0(q) 
and provided that a travel trailer administrative permit is obtained and renewed annually; 

(9) One (1 ) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply 
for the second dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class 1 , 2 or 3 groundwater 
availability area. Second units may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only 
where a hydro-geotechnical report, as defmed, certifies that the establishment and continuation of the 
secondary residential use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or cumulative groundwa- 
ter availability or yield. 

(i) The following nonagricultural uses; provided, that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a lo- 
cal need, avoids conflict with agricultural activities and is consistent with Objective AR-4.1 and Policy 
AR-4a of the Agricultural Resources Elément. 

( 1 ) Boarding of horses subject to issuance of a zoning permit, 

(2) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-121 and approval of a zoning permit. 
Any home occupation use on a parcel under a Williamson Act contract must be consistent with Gov- 
ernment Code Section 5 1200 et seq. (the Williamson Act) and local rules, régulations and ordinances 
adopted thereunder, 

(3) Small residential community care facilities, 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning De- 
partment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if 
a written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the 
property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 
26-92-040 has been received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from 
the following departments: sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building inspection and public works. 
In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040, 

(5) Management of land for watershed, for fish and wildlife habitat, fish rearing ponds, hunting and fish- 
ing, where thèse uses are incidental to the primary use, 

(6) Small family day care, 

(7) Pet fancier facilities, provided, that a pet fancier license is obtained from the division of animal régu- 
lation and renewed annually, 

(8) Public parks, 

(9) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior no- 
tification is given to the California Highway Patrol and that adéquate off-street parking is provided; 



(Revised 9-05) 26-68 



• 



• 



• 



§ 26-06-0 1 SONOM A COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS § 26-06-0 1 

( 1 0) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 26-88-130, 

(11) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set 
forth in Section 26-88-130, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental re- 
view, for which notice, including a site plan and one ( 1 ) élévation with dimensions for such facility, 
is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to 
issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received 
from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant 
to the above section, 

(12) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applica- 
ble criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in 
height are subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the per- 
mit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested 
person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section, 

(13) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two 
thousand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning per- 
mit approval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(j) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may 
be constructed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant 
parcels less than two (2) acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred 
twenty (120) square feet or as incideiital to an existiilg agricultural use; 

(k) Minor timberland conversions, subject to compliance with the requirements of Section 26-88-140; 

(I) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section; 

(m) Bed and breakfast inns, containing not more than one (1) guest room, contained within a single-family 
dwelling, subject to issuance of a zoning permit. No bed and breakfast inn shall displace nor interfère with 
any existing agricultural use on the property. No bed and breakfast inn shall be located on land under Wil- 
liamson Act contract. Food service shall be limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and shall be sub- 
ject to the approval of the Sonoma County department of heaith services. No weddings, lawn parties or 
similar activities shall be permitted. No outdoor amplified sound shall be permitted. At least ten ( 1 0) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit pursuant to this subsection, a written notice stating: "The Sonoma 
County Permit and Resource Management Department wil I issue a zoning permit for a one guest room bed 
and breakfast inn on the property located at [address and APN] if a written appeal is not received within ten 
(10) days from the date of this notice" shall be posted on the subject parcel and shall be mailed or delivered 
to ail owners of real property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll within three hundred feet 
(300') of the subject parcel. Tf no written appeal is received during the ten (lO)-day period following the 
posting and mailing or delivery of notice, a zoning permit shall be issued if the proposed inn satisfies the 
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requirements of this subsection. In the event of a timely appeal, a hearing on the proposed inn shall be held 
before the board of zoning adjustments pursuant to Section 26-92-040 and the proposed inn shall be evalu- 
ated under the provisions of this subsection and the standards set forth in Section 26-92-080. (Ord. No. 
5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. 5435 § 2(d), 2003; Ord. 5429 § 3(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(b), 2002; Ord. No. 
5342 §4, 2002; Ord. No. 5265 § I (b), 2001; Ord. No. 5016 § l(B), 1997; Ord. No. 4985 § l(b), 1996; Ord. 
No. 4973 § 3(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4723 § l(c), 1993; Ord. No. 4653 § l(d), 1993; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-06-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

(a) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved pursu- 
ant to Section 26-06-0 10(d): 

( 1 ) Within one hundred feet ( 1 00') from the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors; 

(b) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards; 

(c) Commercial mushroom farming; 

(d) Commercial stables not permitted under Section 26-06-01 0(i)(l ), riding académies, equestrian riding and 
driving clubs, and hunting clubs; 

(e) Commercial aquaculture, provided that, at a minimum, the use does not adversely affect biotic resources 
and does not take place on prime soils; 

(f) Agricultural support services with more than one (1 ) employée or occupying more than one-half acre of 
land, but otherwise subject to the same criteria as Section 26-06-01 0(e); 

(g) Préparation of agricultural products which are not grown on site, processing of agricultural products of a 
type grown or produced primarily on site or in the local area, storage of agricultural products grown or 
processed on site, and bottling or canning of agricultural products grown or processed on site, subject, at a 
minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-5e and AR-5f; 

(h) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards which serve agricul- 
tural production in the local area and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-5e 
and AR-5f; 

(i) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site; 

(j) Tasting rooms and other temporary, seasonal or year-round sales and promotion of agricultural products 
grown or processed in the county subject to the minimum criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-6d and 
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AR-6g. This subsection shall not be interpreted so as to require a use permit for uses ailowed by Section 
26-06-0 10(g); 

(k) Promotionai or marketing accommodations for private guests, provided that the use, at a minimum, meets 
ail of the following criteria: 

(1 ) The use promotes or markets agricultural products grown or processed on the site, 

(2) The scale of the use is appropriate to the production and/or processing use on the site, 

(3) The use complies with gênerai plan Policies AR-6d and AR-6g, 

(4) No commercial use of private guest accommodations is ailowed; 

(1) Dwelling unit(s) for full-time agricultural employées which are transferred from another lot within this dis- 
trict and which is under the same ownership as the subject property. The number of units ailowed shall be 
determined by the standards in Section 26-06-0 10(h)(3). The units shall be located on the receiving parcel 
such that they are doser to the primary dwelling unit than to the property line; 
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(m) Farm labor camps not permitted by Section 26-06-01 0(h); 

(n) The following nonagricultural uses; provided, that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a 
local need, avoids conflict with agricultural activities and is consistent with Objective AR-4. 1 and Policy 
AR-4a of the Agricultural Resources Elément. 



( 1 ) Game préserves and refuges, 

(2) Public schools, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policy LU-6e, 

(3) Private nursery, primary or secondary schools, and churches subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of 
gênerai plan Policy LU-6f, 

(4) Campgrounds with a maximum of thirty (30) sites; provided, that the subject area is not under a 
Williamson Act contract, and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policy AR-6e, 

(5) Cemeteries, 

(6) Commercial kennels, 

(7) Private landing strips, 

(8) Bed and breakfast inns, containing not more than five (5) guest rooms, subject to Article 82 (Design 
Review), Article 86 (Parking Régulation), and the criteria of gênerai plan Policy AR-6e. No bed and 
breakfast inn shall displace nor interfère with any existing agricultural use on the property. No bed 
and breakfast inn shall be located on land under Williamson Act contract. Food service shall be 
limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and shall be subject to the approval of the Sonoma 
County department of health services. Weddings, lawn parties or similar activities may be allowed if 
specifically authorized by the use permit. No outdoor amplified sound shall be permitted at any time. 
No bed and breakfast inn shall include the use of more than one (1) single-family dwelling and one 
(1) accessory structure for transient occupancy. No more than two (2) of the five (5) guest rooms 
allowed by this section may be located in the accessory structure, if any. If an accessory structure is 
used for transient occupancy, the total floor area available for use by guests, including guest rooms 
and common areas, shall not exceed six hundred forty (640) square feet. There shall be no internai 
doorway or passage between the area available for use by guests and any remaining area of the 
accessory structure, (Ord. No. 5265. l(c), 2001; Ord. No. 3662.) 

(9) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication 
facilities excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, 
transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and related parking 
lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise 
exempt by state law, 

( 1 0) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130, 

(11) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80 ) in height subject at a 
minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130, 
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(12) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power 
development purposes, provided that, at a minimum, it is compatible with surrounding land uses, 

( 1 3) Application of sludge from wastewater treatment plants to agricultural land subject, at a minimum, to 
the criteria of gênerai plan Policies PF-2q and PF-2r, 

(14) Art studios and arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. A use permit for such 
uses may be granted only when the use is conducted within an existing abandoned agricultural 
building feasible for such use, 

(15) Granges and similar community service facilities which do not adversely impact agriculture in the 
area, 

(16) Large residential community care facility, 
( 1 7) Day care center, 

(18) Large family day care, 

(19) Golf courses and driving ranges shall be at the sole discrétion of the county and subject, at a 
minimum, to the following criteria: 

(i) The proposed use is adjacent to a designated urban service boundary or includes an irrévocable 
offer of offsite unutilized development rights for ail lands between the use and the urban service 
boundary, 

(ii) Permanent open space or agricultural préservation is provided for the site of the proposed use 
and ail areas for which development rights are acquired, 

(iii) The use is located in close proximity to an existing wastewater treatment facility and includes 
the use of reclaimed wastewater in accordance with the régulations of the applicable régional 
water qiiality control agency, 

(iv) The use is subject to design review approval and includes setbacks, buffers or other measures 
designed to minimize its impact on existing and potential agricultural uses in the area, 

(v) Under no circumstances shall housing be included as part of the use, provided that a caretaker 
unit may be considered, 

(vi) The use must be compatible with and not resuit in limitations on any agricultural opération, 

(vii) The use shall not be conducted on lands subject to a Williamson Act contract or included in a 
Timber Production zone, 

(viii) Facilities associated with the golf course and/or driving range shall be limited to those which 
serve golfers on the course or range, such as locker and shower facilities, pro shop with 
incidental sales of golfmg equipment, snack bar and maintenance opérations. Such facilities 
shall not include restaurants, other retail sales, lodging or similar uses, 
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(ix) Driving ranges shall not be operated during nighttime hours. 

In the event that the above uses are proposed within a designated community separator, the criteria 
established by gênerai plan Policy OS- le shall supersede the above criteria. 

(20) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year; 

(2 1 ) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or wititiin two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in 
Section 26-88-135. 

(o) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88- 1 22. Any live/work use on a parcel under a Williamson Act con tract must be 
consistent with Goveminent Code Section 51200 et seq. (the Williamson Act) and local rules, régulations 
and ordinances adopted thereunder. 

(p) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in Section 26-06-020. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(c), 2003; 
Ord. No. 5429 § 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(j), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 5, 2002; Ord. 4973 § 3(b), 1996; 
Ord. No. 4781 § 2(B), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-06-030. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this chapter, 
and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and any 
applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Density. Residential density shall be between sixty (60) and three hundred twenty (320) acres per dwelling 
unit as shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is 
more restrictive. However, dwelling units described in Section 26-06-0 10(h)(2) through (7) inclusive may 
be permitted in addition to the residential density. 

(b) Minimum Lot Size. The minimum lot size for création of new parcels shall be 1 .5 acres, provided that it 
shall also meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-8c and AR-3b. In such cases where lots are clus- 
tered, a protective easement shall be applied to the remaining large parcel(s) which indicates that density 
has been transferred to the clustered area. 

(c) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width within each lot is one hundred tw€;nty-five feet 

(125'). 

(d) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-fi ve feet (3 5 ') except that agricultural buildings and structures may reach up to fi fty feet (50'). 
Additional height may be permitted provided that site plan approval in accordance with Article 82 is 
fîrst secured. 
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(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Thirty-five percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the plan- 
ning director for commercial greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard Requirements. 

( 1 ) Front or Street Side Yard. Thirty feet (30') except where combined with any B district and in no case 
shall the setback be less than fîfty-five feet (55') from the centerline of ail roads and streets, except as 
may be otherwise indicated on the district maps. 

(2) Side Yard. Minimum ten feet ( 1 0'), except that in the case of a corner lot, the street side yard shall be 
the same as the front yard. 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty feet (20'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of farm 
animais and accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kermel animais 
shall be located at least fifty feet (50') from the front property line, twenty feet (20') from any side or 
rear property line, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any 
exterior property line, except that where twenty-fîve percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one 
block or portion thereof in the same zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the 
required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the front yards of the such ga- 
rages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than ten feet (10'). Fur- 
ther, the permit and resource management department director may require a use perniit if the réduc- 
tion might resuit in a traffîc hazard. 

Notwithstanding the above, if a résidence is elevated to meet flood requirements, the space under- 
neath the structure may be utilized for a garage or carport if it will meet building codes, even if the 
ten foot (10') to twenty foot (20') setback cannot be met, subject to approval of administrative design 
review. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces and/or other cantilevered portions of structures, 
and similar architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum 
length of the projections shall not occupy more than one-third of the total length of the wall on which 
it is located. Uncovered porches, fïre escapes or landing places may extend six feet (6') into any re- 
quired front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-fîve percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one (1) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of Section 
26-06-030(f)(5). 
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(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot; pro- 
vided, that such building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear 
yard. Such accessory buildings shall not be located doser than ten feet ( 1 0') to the main buildings on 
adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent 
(30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained between the 
wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and firom the main building on the same lot. Con- 
ventional pool accessory equipment (pump, fîlters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. 
Additional setbacks may be required under the Unifomi Building Code. (Ord. No. 3932.) 

(9) The yard requirements of subsections (f)( 1 ) and (2) of this section may be reduced up to fifty percent 
(50%) for agricultural buildings and structures if necessary for efficient farming opération. 

(g) In compliance with applicable sections of the State Subdivision Map Act and the subdivision ordinance, a 
two (2)-way division of a parcel of land that is currently subject to a Williamson Act contract may be al- 
lowed, if ail of the following apply: 

( 1 ) The resulting parcel is to be sold or leased for agricultural employée ("farmworker") housing, and is 
not more than five (5 ) acres in size. For the purpose of this section, "agricultural employée" shall 
hâve the same meaning as defmed by subdivision (b) of Section 1 140.4 of the Labor Code. 

(2) The parcel shall be sold or leased to a nonprofît organization, a city, a county, a housing authority, or 
a state agency, for the sole purpose of the provision and opération of farmworker housing. A lessee 
that is a nonprofît organization shall not sublease that parcel without the written consent of the land- 
owner, and shall notify the county of such sublease. 

(3) The parcel to be sold or leased shall be subject to a deed restriction that limits the use of the parcel to 
farmworker housing facilities for not less than thirty (30) years. The deed restriction shall also pro- 
vide, through reversionary or similar provision, that the parcel shall automatically revert to and be 
merged with the parcel from which it was subdivided when the parcel ceases to be used for farm- 
worker housing for a period of more than one (1) year. The deed restriction shall be in a form satis- 
factory to county counsel. 

(4) There is a written agreement between the parties to the sale or lease of the parcel and their successors 
to operate the parcel to be sold or leased under joint management of the parties, subject to the terms 
and conditions and for the duration of the Williamson Act contract. 

(5) The parcel to be sold or leased is contiguous to one (1 ) or more parcels that are located within a des- 
ignated urban service area, and which are zoned for and developed with urban residential, commer- 
cial, or industrial land uses. 

(6) The farmworker housing proj ect is provided pursuant to Section 26-88-0 1 0(1) (Seasonal farmworker 
housing) or Section 26-88-01 0(o) (Year-round farmworker housing), and includes provisions de- 
signed to minimize potential impacts on surrounding agricultural and rural residential land uses. 
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A subdivision of land pursuant to this section shall not affect any Williamson Act contract executedpursu- 
ant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 51240) of the Government Code, and the parcel to be sold or 
leased shall remain subject to that contract. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 7 (Exh. H), 2007; Ord. No. 5569 § 9, 2005; 
Ord. No. 4973 § 3(c), 1996; Ord. No. 4927 §§ 1, 6, 1 1, 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 08. 
DA Diverse Agriculture District. 

Sec. 26-08-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to enhance and protect those land areas where soil, climate and water conditions support farming but 
where small acreage intensive farming and part-time farming activities are prédominant, but where farming may 
not be the principal occupation of the farmer; and to impiement the provisions of the diverse agriculture land use 
category (Section 2.7.3) of the gênerai plan and the policies of the agricultural resource élément. (Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 

Sec. 26-08-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) On parcels exceeding two (2) acres, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of farm animais. When such 
farming involves animais which are continuously confined, such as veal calves, poultry, hogs and pigs, 
dairy cows or similar livestock which may resuit in concentrations of animal waste, the use shall be subject 
to issuance of a zoning permit based upon written approval of the Sonoma County public heaith depart- 
ment and the applicable Régional Water Quality Control Board of a confined animal management plan. 
Horses, goats, sheep, and similar farm animais are not considered to be confined animais for purposes of 
this chapter. The plan shall include provisions for: 

( 1 ) Containment of waste to the site, 

(2) Reuse or disposai of waste in accordance with heaith and/or water quality régulations, 

(3) Mitigation of potential water quality impacts due to surface runoffof waste, 

(4) Control of vectors. 

In the event that the confined animal use is proposed within five hundred feet (500') of a nonagricultural 
land use category, it shall require prior approval of a use permit; 

(b) On parcels of two (2) acres or less, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one ( 1 ) of 
the following per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

( 1 ) Five (5) hogs or pigs, 

(2) One ( 1 ) horse, mule, cow or steer, 

(3) Five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais, 

(4) Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl, 
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(5) Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais. 

(6) The above limitaticns may be modified by the planning director upon submittal of a proposai 
statement which describes the extent of the domestic fanning use and which is signed by the 
owners of ail property within three hundred feet (3000 of the subject property. Thie planning 
director may require the applicant to obtain a use permit if the director détermines that ±e project 
might be detrimental to surroundîng uses. 

(7) 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are pennitted without limitation of parcel size; provided, 
that the parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided furtider, a letter 
of project authorization is first submitted by the project advisor. The planning director may require 
the applicant to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be 
detrimental to suirounding uses; 

(c) Beekeeping; 

(d) The growing and harvesting of shmbs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetabies, hay, grain and 
similar food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below, agricultural 
cultivation shall not be permitted in the foUowing areas: 

(1) Within one hundred feet (1000 from the top of the bank of the Russian River Ripariau Corridor, 

(2) Within fîfty feet (500 from the top of the baiik of designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-fîve feet (250 from the top of the bank of designated upland riparian corridors; 

Agricultural cultivation may be allowed as set out in subsections (d)(l)through (3) of this scîction upon 
approval of a management pian which includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank 
stabilization and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the planning director or by use permit 
pursuant to Section 26-08-020(a); 

(e) Agricultural support services involving no more than one (1) employée and occupying no more than 
ône half (1/2) acre of land and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-5c 
and AR-5d. Such services may include incidental sales of products related to the support service use 
but shall not include additional walk-in, over-the-counter retail sales. 

The foDowing factors shall be considered in determining an agricultural support service to be "clearly 
subordinate to on-site agricultural production" as provided in above Policy AR-5c: 

(1) The géographie area of the lot devoted to the support service use in comparison to that remaining 
in agricultural production, 

(2) Whether or not new structures or significant expansion of existing structures are needed to 
acconnnodate the support service use. 
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(3) The relative number of employées devoted to the support service use in comparison to that needed 
for agricultural production; 

(f) Incidental cleaning, grading, packiiig, polishing, sizing and similar préparation of crops which are grown 
on the site, but not including agricultural processing; 

(g) Temporaiy or seasonal sales and promotion and incidental storage of crops which are grown or animais 
which are laised on the site; 

(h) Residential uses include the following: 

(1) Single-family detached dwelling unit(s) in accordance witfa the residential density permitted by 
the gênerai plan land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more 
restrictive. Thèse unit(s) may be manufactured homes, but only one (1) may be a manufactured 
home without a permanent foundation. 

A manufactured home without a permanent fomidation shall require prior approval of a zoning 
permit notice of which shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to issuance, during which an 
appeal may be filed and processed pursuant to Section 26-92-040. Issuance of the zoning permit 
shall be subject, at a minîTnnm^ to the following conditions: 

(i) The manufactured home shall be at least twelve feet (120 in width except those that are 
owned and occupied on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, 

(ii) The manufactured home shall be skirted. Ail skirting shall be of a type approved by the state 
of Califomia, 

(iii) The manufactured home shaU hâve one (1) patio awning with a minimum dimension of nine 
feet (90 by twenty feet (200 and either a garage, carport, or awning with a minimum 
dimension of ten feet (100 by twenty feet (200 for covered parking, 

(iv) Ail manufactured home sites shall be landscaped, and 

(v) The manufactured home shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the 
owner, 

(2) One (1) dwelling unit for fuil-time agricultural employées for each of the foUowing agricultural 
uses conducted on the site: 

(i) At least fifty (50) mature cows or one hundred (100) beef cattle, 

(ii) At least twenty (20) acres of grapes, apples, pears, pranes, 

(iii) At least twenty thousand (20,000) broilers, fifteen thousand (15,000) egg-layers, or three 
thousand (3,000) turkeys, 
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(iv) At least two hundred fifty (250) sheep or goats, fifty (50) dairy goats or hogs, 

(v) At least thirty (30) mature horses, 

(vi) Wholesale nurseries with a minimum of either one ( 1 ) acre of propagating greenhouse or out- 
door containers or three (3) acres of field-grown plant materials, 

(vii) Any other agricultural use which the planning director détermines to be of the same approxi- 
mate agricultural value and intensity as subsections (h)(2)(i) through (vi) of this section. 

The dwelling unit(s) may be conventionally built homes or manufactured homes (with or without 
permanent foundations), provided that manufactured homes without a permanent foundation shall re- 
quire a zoning permit approved in the manner described in subsection (h)(l) of this section. Prior to 
the issuance of building or zoning permits for the employée unit(s), the property owner shall place on 
file with the planning department an affidavit that the unit(s) will be used to house persons employed 
on the premises for agricultural purposes. Further, a covenant shall be recorded, in a form satisfactory 
to county counsel, which acknowledges that in the event that the agricultural use is terminated on the 
property, the agricultural employée dwelling shall become a nonconforming residential use, 

(3) Self-contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons solely employed on the site 
for agricultural purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the planning department, stating that the rec- 
reational vehicle and/or travel trailer will only be used to house persons solely employed on the site 
of a bona fide agricultural enterprise. A "bona fide agricultural enterprise" is defmed, for this pur- 
pose, as an opération which dérives its primary and principal income from agricultural production. 
The recreational vehicle or trailer shall be immediately removed from the site when it is no longer 
occupied by persons who are solely employed on the site, 

(4) Seasonal farmworker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26-88-0 1 0(1). Seasonal 
farmworker housing shall aiso conform to such public health, building and fire safety criteria as may 
be established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors, 

(5) Year-round farmworker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26-88-0 1 0(p). Year- 
round farmworker housing shall aIso conform to such public health, building and fire safety criteria 
as may be established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors, 

(6) One ( 1 ) guest house per lot, 

(7) One ( 1 ) travel trailer per lot for use as temporary housing in accordance with Section 26-88-0 1 0(q) 
and provided that a travel trailer administrative permit is obtained and renewed annually; 

(8) One ( 1) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply 
for the second dwelling unit is proposed to be located with in a designated Class J , 2 or 3 groundwater 
availability area. Second units may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only 
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where a hydro-geotechnical report, as defined, certifies that the establishment and continuation of tiie 
secondary residentiai use will not hâve signiflcant adverse impacts on local or cumulative groundwa- 
ter availability or yield. 

(i) The following nonagricultural uses; provided, that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a lo- 
cal need, avoids conflict with agricultural activities and is consistent with Objective AR-4.1 and Policy 
AR-4a of the Agricultural Resources Elément. 

( 1 ) Boarding of horses subject to issuance of a zoning permit, 

(2) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-121 and apprpval of a zoning pemiit. 
Any home occupation use on a parcel under a Williamson Act contract must be consistent with Gov- 
ernment Code Section 5 1200 et seq. (the Williamson Act) and local ruies, régulations and ordinances 
adopted thereunder, 

(3) Small residentiai community care facilities, 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning De- 
partment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if 
a written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the 
property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 
26-92-040 has been received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from 
the following departments:sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building inspection and public works. 
In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040, 

(5) Management of land for watershed, for fish and wildlife habitat, fish rearing ponds, hunting and fish- 
ing, where thèse uses are incidental to the primary use, 

(6) Small family day care, 

(7) Pet fancier facilities, provided, that a pet fancier license is obtained from the division of animal régu- 
lation and renewed annually, 

(8) Public parks, 

(9) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year, provided that prior 
notification is given to the Califomia Highway Patrol and that adéquate off-street parking is provided. 

(10) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 26-88-130, 

(11) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set 
forth in Section 26-88-1 30, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental re- 
view, for which notice, including a site plan and one (1) élévation with dimensions for such facility, 
is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to 

(Revised 9-05) 26-80 



• 



§26-08-010 SONOM A COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS §26-08-010 



issiiance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received 
froni any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant 
to the above section, 

( 1 2) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applica- 
ble criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in 
height are subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the per- 
mit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested 
person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section, 

( 13) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two 
thousand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning per- 
mit approval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(j) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may 
be constructed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant 
parcels less than two (2) acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred 
twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to an existing agricultural use; 

(k) Minor timberland conversions, subject to compliance with the requirements of Section 26-88-1 40; 

(1) Bed and breakfast inns, containing not more than one (1) guest room, contained within a single-family 
dwelling, subject to the issuance of a zoning permit. No bed and breakfast inn shall displace nor interfère 
with any existing agricultural use on the property. No bed and breakfast inn shall be located on land under 
Williamson Act contract. Food service shall be limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and shall be 
subject to the approval of the Sonoma County department of health services. No weddings, lawn parties or 
similar activities shall be permitted. No outdoor amplifled sound shall be permitted. At least ten ( 1 0) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit pursuant to this subsection, a written notice stating "The Sonoma 
County Permit and Resource Management Department will issue a zoning pemiit for a one guest room bed 
and breakfast inn on the property located at [address and APN] if a written appeal is not received within ten 
( 1 0) days from the date of this notice" shall be posted on the subject parcel and shall be mailed or delivered 
to ail owners of real property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll within three hundred feet 
(300') of the subject parcel. If no written appeal is received during the ten (10) day period following the 
posting and mailing or delivery of notice, a zoning permit shall be issued if the proposed inn satisfies the 
requirements of this subsection. In the event of a timely appeal, a hearing on the proposed inn shall be held 
before the board of zoning adjustments pursuant to Section 26-92-040 and the proposed inn shall be evalu- 
ated under the provisions of this subsection and the standards set forth in Section 26-92-080; 

(m) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section.(Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. 5435 § 2(f), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 
§ 3(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(c), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 5265 § l(d), 2001; Ord. No. 
5016 § 1(C), 1997; Ord. No. 4985 § l(b), 1996; Ord. No. 4973 § 3(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4723 § l(d), 1993; 
Ord. No. 4653 § l(e), 1993; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-08-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) Agricultural cuiti vation in the following areas, for which a management pian has not been approved pursu- 
antto Section 26-08-01 0(d): 

(1 ) Within one hundred feet ( 1 00') from the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within flfty feet (50') from the top of tiie bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-flve feet (25') from the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors; 

(b) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards; 

(c) Commercial mushroom farming; 

(d) Commercial stables not permitted under Section 26-08-0 1 0(i)( 1 ), riding académies, equestrian riding and 
driving clubs, and hunting clubs; 

(e) Commercial aquaculture, provided that, at a minimum, the use does not adversely affect biotic resources 
and does not take place on prime soils; 

(f) Agricultural support services with more than one (1) employées or occupying more than one half acre of 
land, but otherwise subject to the same criteria as Section 26-08-0 10(e); 

(g) Préparation of agricultural products which are not grown on site, processing of agricultural products of a 
type grown or produced primarily on site or in the local area, storage of agricultural products grown or 
processed on site, and bottling or canning of agricultural products grown or processed on site, subject, at a 
minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-5e and AR-5f; 

(h) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards which serve agricul- 
tural production in the local area and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-5e 
and AR-5f; 

(i) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site; 

(j) Tasting rooms and other temporary, seasonal or year-round sales and promotion of agricultural products 
grown or processed in the county subject to the minimum criteria of gênerai plan Policies AR-6d and AR- 
6g. This subsection shall not be interpreted so as to require a use permit for uses allowed by Section 26-08- 
OlO(g); 

(k) Promotional or marketing accommodations for private guests, provided that the use, at a minimum, meets 
ail of the following criteria: 
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• (1 ) The use promotes or markets agricultural products grown or processed on the site, 

(2) The scale of the use is appropriate to the production and/or processing use on the site, 

(3) The use complies with gênerai plan Policies AR-6d and AR-6g, 

(4) No commercial use of private guest accommodations is allowed; 
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(1) Dwelling unit(s) for full time agricultural employées whicli are transferred from another lot within this dis- 
trict and which are under the same ownersiiip as the subject property. The number of units allowed shall be 
determined by the standards in Section 26-08-0 1 0(h)(2). The units shall be located on the receiving parcel 
SLich that they are doser to the primary dwelling unit than to the property line; 

(m) Farm labor camps not permitted by Section 26-08-0 10(h); 

(n) The following nonagricultural uses; provided, that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a local 
need, avoids conflict with agricultural activities and is consistent with Objective AR-4. 1 and Policy AR-4a of the 
Agricultural Resources Elément. 

( 1 ) Game préserves and refuges, 

(2) Public schools, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policy LU-6e, 

(3) Private nursery, primary or secondary schools, and churches subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of 
gênerai plan Policy LU-6f, 

(4) Campgrounds with a maximum of thirty (30) sites, provided that the subject area is not under a Wil- 
liamson Act contract and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policy AR-6e, 

(5) Cemeteries, 

(6) Commercial kennels, 

(7) Private landing strips, 

(8) Bed and breakfast inns, containing not more than five (5) guest rooms, subject to Article 82 (Design 
Review), Article 86 (Parking Régulation), and the criteria of gênerai plan Policy AR-6e. No bed and 
breakfast inn shall displace nor interfère with any existing agricultural use on the property. No bed 
and breakfast inn shall be located on land under Williamson Act contract. Food service shall be lim- 
ited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and shall be subject to the approval of the Sonoma County 
department of health services. Weddings, lawn parties or similar activities may be allowed if specifl- 
cally authorized by the use permit. No outdoor amplified sound shall be permitted at any time. No 
bed and breakfast inn shall include the use of more than one (1) single-family dwelling and one (1) 
accessory structure for transient occupancy. No more than two (2) of the five (5) guest rooms allowed 
by this section may be located in the accessory structure, if any. If an accessory structure is used for 
transient occupancy, the total floor area available for use by guests, including guest rooms and com- 
mon areas, shall not exceed six hundred forty (640) square feet. There shall be no internai doorway or 
passage between the area available for use by guests and any remaining area of the accessory struc- 
ture, (Ord. No. 5265 § l(e), 2001 : Ord. No. 3662.) 

(9) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication 
facilities excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, trans- 
former stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and related parking lots 
which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise ex- 
empt by State law, 
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( 1 0) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130, 

(11) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a mini- 
mum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130, 

( 1 2) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power devel- 
opment purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses, 

(13) Application of sludge from wastewater treatment plants to agricultural land subject, at a minimum, to 
the criteria of gênerai plan Policies PF-2q and PF-2r, 

( 1 4) Art studios and arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. A use permit for such 
uses may be granted only when the use is conducted within an existing abandoned agricultural build- 
ing feasible for such use, 

(15) Granges and similar community service facilities which do not adversely impact agriculture in the 
area, 

(16) Large residential community care facility, 
(] 7) Day care center, 

(18) Large family day care, 

(19) Commercial wood yards, including wood splitting, 

(20) Golf courses and driving ranges shall be at the sole discrétion of the county and subject, at a mini- 
mum, to the following criteria: 

(i) The proposed use is adjacent to a designated urban service boundary or includes an irrévocable 
offer of offsite unutilized development rights for ail lands between the use and the urban service 
boundary, 

(ii) Permanent open space or agricultural préservation is provided for the site of the proposed use 
and ail areas for which development rights are acquired, 

(iii) The use is located in close proximity to an existing wastewater treatment facility and includes 
the use of reclaimed wastewater in accordance with the régulations of the applicable régional 
water quality control agency, 

(iv) The use is subject to design review approval and includes setbacks, buffers or other measures 
designed to minimize its impact on existing and potential agricultural uses in the area, 

(v) Under no circumstances shall housing be included as part of the use, provided that a caretaker 
unit may be considered. 
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(vi) The use must be compatible with and not resuit in limitations on any agricultural opération, 

(vii) The use shall not be conducted on lands subject to a Williamson Act contract or included in a 
Timber Production zone, 

(viii) Facilities associated with the golf course and/or driving range shall be limited to those which 
serve golfers on the course or range, such as locker and shower facilities, pro shop with inciden- 
tal sales of golfing equipment, snack bar and maintenance opérations. Such facilities shall not 
include restaurants, other retail sales, lodging, or similar uses, 

(ix) Driving ranges shall not be operated during nighttime hours. 

In the event that the above uses are proposed within a designated community separator, the criteria 
established by gênerai plan Policy OS- le shall supersede the above criteria. 

(21) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year, 

(22) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in 
Section 26-88-135. 

(o) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88-122. Any live/work use on a parcel under a Williamson Act contract must be 
consistent with Government Code Section 51200 et seq. (the Williamson Act) and local rules, régulations 
and ordinances adopted thereunder, 

(p) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(g), 2004; Ord. No. 
5429 § 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(k), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 4973 § 3(b), 1996; Ord. 
No. 4781 § 2(B), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-08-030. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this chapter, 
and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith, Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and any 
applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Density. Residential density shall be between ten (10) and sixty (60) acres per dwelling unit as shown in 
the gênerai plan land use élément or permitted by a "B" combining district, whichever is more restrictive. 
However, dwelling units described in Section 26-08-01 0(h)(2) through (6), inclusive may be permitted in 
addition to the residential density. 

(b) Minimum Lot Size. The minimum lot size for création of new parcels shall be ten (10) acres, except: 
(1) Where gênerai plan area policies expressly provide for a différent minimum lot size; 
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(2) Where création of smaller lots will further gênerai plan goals AR-3 and AR-4, objectives AR-3 . 1 and 
AR-3.2, and policies AR-3c, AR-3e and AR-4a, and meet the criteria of gênerai plan policy AR-8c. 
In such cases where lots are clustered, a protective easement shall be applied to the remaining large 
parcel(s) which indicates that density has been transferred to the clustered area; or 

(3) Where création of a smaller lot will meet the requirements of Section 26-88-1 80. 

(c) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width within each lot is one hundred twenty-fîve feet 
(125'). 

(d) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-five feet (3 5 ') except that agricultural buildings and structures may reach up to fifty feet (50'). 
Additional height may be permitted provided that site plan approval in accordance with Article 82, is 
first secured. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Thirty-five percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the plan- 
ning director for commercial greenhouses and swimming pools, 

(f) Yard Requirements. 

( 1 ) Front or Street Side Yard. Thirty feet (30') except where combined with any B district and in no case 
shall the setback be less than fifty-five feet (55') from the centerline of ail roads and streets, except as 
may be otherwise indicated on the district maps. 

(2) Side Yard. Minimum ten feet ( 1 0'), except that in the case of a corner lot, the street side yard shall be 
the same as the front yard. 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty feet (20'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of fann 
animais and accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel animais 
shall be located at least fifty feet (50') from the front property line, twenty feet (20') from any side or 
rear property line, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any 
exterior property line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one ( 1 ) 
block or portion thereof in the same zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the 
required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the front yards of the such ga- 
rages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than ten feet (10'). Fur- 
ther, the permit and resource management department director may require a use permit if the réduc- 
tion might resuit in a traffic hazard. 
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Notwithstanding the above, if a résidence is elevated to meet flood requirements, the space under- 
neath the structure may be utilized for a garage or carport if it will meet building codes, even if the 
ten-foot (IC) to twenty-foot (20') setback cannot be met, subjectto approval of administrative design 
review. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces and/or other cantilevered portions of structures, 
and similar architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum 
length of the projections shall not occupy more than one-third of the total length of the wall on which 
it is located. Uncovered porches, fïre escapes or landing places may extend six feet (6') into any re- 
quired front or rear yard and three (3') feet into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one ( 1 ) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of subsec- 
tion (f)(5) of this section. 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot; pro- 
vided, that such buildings shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear 
yard. Such accessory buildings shall not be located doser than ten feet ( 1 0') to the main buildings on 
adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent 
(30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained between the 
wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and from the main building on the same lot. Con- 
ventional pool accessory equipment (pump, filters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. 
Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. (Ord. No. 3932.) 

(9) The yard requirements of subsections (f)( 1 ) or (2) of this section may be reduced up to fifty percent 
(50%) for agricultural buildings and structures if necessary for efficient famiing opération. 

(g) In compliance with applicable sections of the State Subdivision Map Act and the subdivision ordinance, a 
two (2)-way division of a parcel of land that is currently subject to a Williamson Act contract may be al- 
lowed, if ail of the foUowing apply: 

( 1 ) The resulting parcel is to be sold or leased for agricultural employée ("farmworker") housing, and is 
not more than fîve (5 ) acres in size. For the purpose of this section, "agricultural employée" shall 
hâve the same meaning as defîned by subdivision (b) of Section 1 140.4 of the Labor Code. 

(2) The parcel shall be sold or leased to a nonprofit organization, a city, a county, a housing authority, or 
a State agency, for the sole purpose of the provision and opération of faraiworker housing, A lessee 
that is a nonprofit organization shall not sublease that parcel without the written consent of the land- 
owner, and shall notify the county of such sublease. 

(3) The parcel to be sold or leased shall be subject to a deed restriction that Hmits the use of the parcel to 
farmworker housing facilities for not less than thirty (30) years. The deed restriction shall also pro- 
vide, through reversionary or similar provision, that the parcel shall automatically revert to and be 

26-87 (Revised 5-07) 



§ 26-08-030 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26-08-030 



merged with the parcel from which it was subdivided when the parcel ceases to be used for farm- 
worker housing for a period of more than one (1) year. The deed restriction shall be in a form satis- 
factory to county counsel. 

(4) There is a written agreement between the parties to the sale or lease of the parcel and their successors 
to operate the parcel to be sold or leased under joint management of the parties, subject to the ternis 
and conditions and for the duration of the Williamson Act contract. 

(5) The parcel to be sold or leased is contiguous to one ( 1 ) or more parcels that are located within a des- 
ignated urban service area, and which are zoned for and developed with urban residential, commer- 
cial, or industrial land uses. 

(6) The famiworker housing project is provided pursuant to Section 26-88-0 1 0(1) (Seasonal famiworker 
housing) or Section 26-88-0 10(o) (Year-round fannworker housing), and includes provisions de- 
signed to minimize potential impacts on surrounding agricultural and rural residential land uses. 

A subdivision of land pursuant to this section shall not affect any Williamson Act contract executed pursu- 
ant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 51240) of the Government Code, and the parcel to be sold or 
leased shall remain subject to that contract. (Ord. No. 5711 (Exh. H), 2007; Ord. No. 5569 § 9, 2005; Ord. 
No. 5082 § 1, 1997; Ord. No. 4973 § 3(c), 1996; Ord. No. 4927 §§ 1, 6, 1 1, 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 10. 
RRD Resources and Rural Development. 

Sec. 26-10-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to implement the provisions of the resources and rural development land use category (Section 2.8. 1 ) of 
the gênerai plan, namely to provide protection of lands needed for commercial timber production, geothermal 
production, aggregate resources production; lands needed for protection of watershed, fish and wildlife habitat, 
biotic resources, and for agricultural production activities that are not subject to ail of the policies contained in 
the agricultural resources élément of the gênerai plan. The resources and rural development district is also in- 
tended to allow very low density residential development and recreational and visitor-serving uses where com- 
patible with resource use and available public services. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-10-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) On parcels of two (2) acres or less, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one ( 1 ) of 
the following per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

(1) Five (5) hogs or pigs, 

(2) One (l)horse, mule, cow or steer, 

(3) Five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais, 

(4) Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl, 

(5) Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais. 

(6) The above limitations may be modified by the plaiming director upon submittal of a proposai state- 
ment which describes the extent of the domestic farming use and which is signed by the owners of ail 
property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property. The planning director may require 
the applicant to obtain a use permit if the director detennines that the project might be detrimental to 
surrounding uses. 

(7) 4-H and FF A animal husbandry proj ects are permitted without limitation of parcel size; provided, that 
the parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided further a letter of pro- 
ject authorization is first submitted by the project advisor. The planning director may require the ap- 
plicant to obtain a use pennit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to 
surrounding uses; 

(b) On parcels exceeding two (2) acres: raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of horses, cattle, sheep, 
goats and similar animais; 

26-89 (Revised 9-06) 



§ 26-10-010 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26-10-010 



(c) Boarding of horses subject to issuance of a zoning pennit, 

(d) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain 
and similar food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries, except as follows: 

(1 ) Agricultural cultivation shall not be pemiitted on Site Class I and II timberland if a major or minor 
timberland conversion is required; and 

(2) Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be pemiitted in the following areas: 

(i) Within one hundred feet ( 1 00 ' ) from the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(ii) Within fïfty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(iii) Within twenty-fîve feet (25') from the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors; 

Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in the areas described in subsections (d)(2)(i) through (iii) of 
this section upon approval of a management plan which includes appropriate mitigations for potential 
érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the planning director or 
by use permit pursuant to Section 26-10-020(c); 

(e) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fiaiits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fiber crops, provided that the greenhouse or similar structure for indoor growing is less 
than eight hundred (800) square feet; 

(f) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing or similar préparation of crops which are grown on 
the site, but not including agricultural processing; 

(g) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion, and incidental storage, of crops or fuel wood which are grown 
on the site; 

(h) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion of livestock which hâve been raised on the site; 

(i) Management of lands and forests for the use of commercial production and harvest of trees, including con- 
trolled bums; 

(j) Removal of timber and fuel wood, including uses integrally related to growing, harvesting and on-site 
processing of forest products including, but not limited to roads, log landings, log storage areas and inci- 
dental logging camps; 

(k) Timber management, including planting, rai sing, harvesting and incidental milling for noncommercial pur- 
poses of trees and logs for lumber or fuel woods, subject to requirements of Califomia Department of For- 
estry and Pire Protection; 
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(1) Geotechnical studies involving no grading or construction of new roads or pads; 

(m) Residential uses include the following: 

( 1 ) Single-family detached dwelling units in accordance with the residential density shown in the gênerai 
plan land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. Thèse 
unit(s) may be manufactured homes, but only one ( 1 ) may be a manufactured home without a penna- 
nent foundation. 

A manufactured home without a permanent foundation shall require prior approval of a zoning perniit 
notice of which shall be posted at 1-east ten (10) days prior to issuance, during which an appeal may 
be fîled and processed pursuant to Section 26-92-040. Issuance of the zoning pennit shall be subject, 
at a minimum, to the following conditions: 

(i) The manufactured home shall be at least twel ve feet ( 1 2 ') in width except those that are owned 
and occupied on the effective date of the ordinance codifïed in this chapter, 

(ii) The manufactured home shall be skirted. Ail skirting shall be of a type approved by the state of 
Califomia, 

(iii) The manufactured home shall hâve one patio awning with a minimum dimension of eight feet 
(8') by twenty feet (20') and either a garage, carport, or awning with a minimum dimension of 
ten feet (lO')by twenty feet (20'), 

(iv) Ail manufactured home sites shall be landscaped, 

(v) The manufactured homes shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the 
owner, 

(2) One manufactured home for the housing of full-time agricultural employées may be permitted in the 
same manner provided in subsection (m)(l) of this section for each of the following agiicultural uses 
conducted on the site: 

(i) At least fifty (50) mature cows or one hundred (100) beef cattle, 

(ii) At least twenty (20) acres of grapes, apples, pears, prunes, 

(iii) At least twenty thousand (20,000) broilers, fîfteen thousand ( 1 5,000) egg-layers, or three thou- 
sand (3,000) turkeys, 

(iv) At least two hundred fifty (250) sheep or goats, fifty (50) dairy goats or hogs, 

(v) At least thirty (30) mature horses, 
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(vi) Wholesale nurseries with a minimum of either one ( 1 ) acre of propagating greenhouse or out- 
door containers or three (3) acres of field-grown plant materials, 
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(vii) Any other agricultural use which the planning director détermines to be of the same approxi- 
mate agricultural value and intensity as subsections (m)(2)(i) through (vi) of this section. 

Prior to issuance of zoning permits for such manufactured homes, the property owner shall place on file 
with the planning department an affidavit that the manufactured home(s) will be used to house persons eni- 
ployed on the premises for agricultural purposes and that the manufactured home(s) will be immediately 
removed from the site when the persons are no longer employed on the premises, 

(3) Self-contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons solely employed on the site 
for agricultural or resource-related purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the planning department, stating that the rec- 
reational vehicle and/or travel trailer will only be used to house persons solely employed on the site 
of a bona fîde agricultural enterprise. A "bona fîde agricultural enterprise" is defmed, for this pur- 
pose, as an opération which dérives its primary and principal income from agricultural production. 
The recreational vehicle or trailer shall be immediately removed from the site when it is no longer 
occupied by persons who are solely employed on the site, 

(4) Seasonal farmworker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26-88-0 1 0(1). Seasonal 
farmworker housing shall aiso conform to public such public heaith, building and fire safety criteria 
as may be established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors, 

(5) One (1) travel trailer per lot for use as temporary housing in accordance with Section 26-88-01 0(q) 
and provided that a travel trailer administrative permit is obtained and renewed annually; 

(6) One (1 ) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply 
for the second dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class l, 2 or 3 groundwater 
availability area. Second units may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only 
where a hydro-geotechnical report, as defmed, certifies that the establishment and continuation of the 
secondary residential use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or cumulative groundwa- 
ter availability or yield. 

(n) One (1) guest house per lot; 

(o) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-121 and approval of a zoning permit. Any 
home occupation use on a parcel under a Williamson Act contract must be consistent with Government 
Code Section 51200 et seq. (the Williamson Act) and local ruies, régulations and ordinances adopted 
thereunder; 

(p) Small residential community care facility; 

(q) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may 
be constructed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant 
parcels less than two (2) acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred 
twenty (120) square teet or as incidental to an existing agricultural use; 
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(r) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten ( 1 0) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, ahear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(s) Small famijy day care; 

(t) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26- 
88-080; 

(u) Contractor equipment storage incidental to the on-site growing and harvesting of forest products, including 
parking, repairing and storage of equipment so used. Construction of permanent structures will be subject 
to Article 82; 

(v) Management of land for watershed, for fish and wildlit^ habitat, fish rearing ponds, hunting and fishing, 
beekeeping and grazing, where thèse uses are incidental to the primary use; 

(w) Beekeeping; 

(x) Pet fancier facilities, provided that a pet fancier license is obtained from the division of animal régulation 
and renewed annually; 

(y) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior notifica- 
tion is given to the California Highway Patrol and that adéquate off-street parking is provided; 

(z) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(aa) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in 
Section 26-88-130, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which 
notice, including a site plan and one (1) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and 
provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the 
event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(bb) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88- 1 30. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are 
subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners 
and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the pemiit and provided that no 
appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the event of an ap- 
peal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 
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(ce) Minor timberland conversions, subject to eomplianee with the requirements of Section 26-88-1 40; 

(dd) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section; 

(ee) Bed and breakfast inns, containing not more than one (1) guest room, contained within a single-family 
dwelling, subject to the issuance of a zoning permit. No bed and breakfast inn shall displace nor interfère 
with any existing agricultural use on the property. No bed and breakfast inn shall be located on land under 
Williamson Act contract. Food service shall be limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and shall be 
subject to the approval of the Sonoma County department of health services. No weddings, lawn parties or 
similar activities shall be permitted. No outdoor amplifîed sound shall be peraiitted. At least ten ( 1 0) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit pursuant to this subsection, a written notice stating "The Sonoma 
County Permit and Resource Management Department will issue a zoning perniit for a one guest room bed 
and breakfast irin on the property located at [address and APN] if a written appeal is not received within ten 
(10) days from the date of this notice" shall be posted on the subject parcel and shall be mailed or delivered 
to ail owners of real property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roU within three hundred feet 
(300') of the subject parcel. If no written appeal is received during the ten (10) day period following the 
posting and mailing or delivery of notice, a zoning pennit shall be issued if the proposed inn satisfies the 
requirements of this subsection. In the event of a timely appeal, a hearing on the proposed inn shall be held 
before the board of zoning adjustments pursuant to Section 26-92-040 and the proposed inn shall be evalu- 
ated under the provisions of this subsection and the standards set forth in Section 26-92-080; 

(ff) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval andthe standards in Section26-88-135.(Ord. No. 5651 § l(t),2006;Ord.No.5569§ 7,2005;Ord. 
No. 5435 § 2(h), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 § 3(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(d), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 4, 2002; 
Ord. No. 5265 § l(f), 2001; Ord. No. 5016 § 1(D), 1997; Ord. No. 4985 § l(b), 1996; Ord. No. 4973 
§ 4(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4723 § l(e), 1993; Ord. No. 4653 § l(f), 1993; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-10-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) Farm labor camps not permitted by Section 26- 1 0-0 1 0(m); 

(b) The raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of poultry, fowl, rabbits, fur-bearing animais or animais 
such as veal calves, dairy cows, pigs, hogs and the like, which are continuously confined in and around 
bams, corrals and similar areas for other than domestic purposes. Incidental processing and temporary or 
seasonal sales and promotion of such animais which are raised on site. This subsection shall not be inter- 
preted so as to require a use permit for animais allowed by Section 26-1 0-01 0(a) or (b); 

(c) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas for which a management plan has not been approved pursu- 
ant to Section 26-10-010(d): 

(1) Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 
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(2) Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors, 

(d) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site; 

(e) Tasting rooms for agricultural products which are grown or processed on site; 

(f) Lidoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fîber crops in greenhouses or similar structures of eight hundred (800) square feet or 
more; 

(g) Processing of any agricultural product of a type grown or produced on site or in the immédiate area, stor- 
age of agricultural products grown or processed on site, and bottling or canning of any agricultural product 
grown or processed on site; 

(h) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards; 

(i) Commercial kennels; 

(i) Veterinary clinics for farm animais and livestock, but not for companion and exotic animais; 

(k) Commercial stables not permitted under Section 26- 1 0-0 1 0(c) riding académies, equestrian riding and driv- 
ing clubs, and hunting clubs; 

(1) Commercial aquaculture, provided that, at a minimum, the use does not adversely affect biotic resources 
and does not take place on prime soils; 

(m) Game préserves and refuges; 

(n) Commercial wood yards, including wood splitting and sales of off-site fuel woods; 

(o) Contractor equipment storage for off-site growing and harvesting of forest products, including packing, 
repairing and storage of equipment so used. Construction of permanent structures will be subjectto Article 
82; 

(p) Commercial mushroom fanning; 

(q) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards, which serve agricul- 
tural production in the immédiate area; 

(r) Lumber, planing and logging mills, mill ponds and associated uses; 
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(s) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88-1 22. Any live/work use on a parcel under a Williamson Act contract must be 
consistent with Government Code Section 5 1 200 et seq. (the Williamson Act) and local ruies, régulations 
and ordinances adopted thereunder; 

(t) Noncommercial clubs and lodges, golf courses and driving ranges, but not including miniature golf 
courses; 

(u) Public schools subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policy LU-6e; 

(v) Private nursery, primary or secondary schools and churches subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gên- 
erai plan Policy LU-6f; 

(w) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(x) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(y) Commercial and industrial uses permitted under Section 26-10-010 which involve significant quantities 
(over 100 kg/month) of hazardous materials as defined by Title 22, CAC; 

(z) Private landing strips; 

(aa) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums and crématoriums; 

(bb) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including, but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, transformer stations, 
fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the 
criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(ce) Recreational vehicle parks, tent camps or campgrounds, lodging and other recreational or visitor serving 
uses which do not interfère or detract from the purposes of this district; 

(dd) Large residential community care facility; 

(ee) Geotechnical studies which involve grading or construction of open roads or pads; 

(ff) Day care center; 

(gg) Large family day care; 

(hh) The development of natural resources with appurtenant structures, including exploration and development 
of geothermal resources, oil and gas wells and biomass energy projects. Geothermal energy wells, pipe- 
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lines, transmission facilities and associated grading and construction, when conducted within the primary 
KGRA. Hardrock quarry opérations may be permitted only if they meet the criteria below: 

(] ) The opération is consistent with the purpose(s) of the resources and rural development district. 

(2) The opération involves five (5) acres of land or iess, 

(3) The opération results in annual production of five thousand (5,000) cubic yards or iess, 

(4) The quarry does not include crushing, screening or batching opérations, 

(5) The opération is subject to payment of fées and other mitigation measures as may be found consistent 
with the aggregate resources management plan, 

(6) The opération must hâve an approved réclamation plan, 

(7) The opération is located at least four (4) miles from the nearest approved source of aggregate materi- 
als. 

Other aggregate mining opérations are not permitted unless excepted by Section 26A-3(a)(l) of this code; 

(ii) One manufactured home for the housing of full-time employées of resource reiated uses conducted on the 
site; 

(jj) Bed and breakfast inns, containing not more than flve (5) guest rooms, subject to Article 82 (Design Re- 
view) and Article 86 (Parking Régulation), and further provided that the use is consistent with the purpose 
and intent of Section 2.8.1 of the gênerai plan land use élément. No bed and breakfast inn shall displace nor 
interfère with any existing agricultural use on the property. No bed and breakfast inn shall be located on 
land under Williamson Act contract. Food service shall be limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, 
and shall be subject to the approval of the department of health services. Weddings, lawn parties or similar 
activities may be allowed if specifically authorized by the use permit. No outdoor amplified sound shall be 
permitted at any time. No bed and breakfast inn shall include the use of more than one (1) single-family 
dwelling and one accessory structure for transient occupancy. No more than two (2) of the five (5) guest 
rooms allowed by this section may be located in the accessory structure, if any. If an accessory structure is 
used for transient occupancy, the total floor area available for use by guests, including guest rooms and 
common areas, shall not exceed six hundred forty (640) square feet. There shall be no internai doorway or 
passage between the area available for use by guests and any remaining area of the accessory structure; 
(Ord. No. 5265 § l(g), 2001.) 

(kk) Application of municipal sludge, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policies PF-2q and 
PF-2r; 

(11) Art studios, arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. Such uses may be permitted only 
when conducted within an existing building; 
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(mm) Craft sales and garage sales involving tliree (3) or four (4) sales days per year; 

(nn) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135. 

(oo) Major timberland conversions, subject to the standards in Section 26-88-160. 

(pp) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 565 1 § 1 (u), 2006; Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 
5435 § 2(i), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 § 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(1), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 
4973 § 4(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4781 § 2(B), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-10-030. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this chapter, 
and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and any 
applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Density. Residential density shall be between twenty (20) and three hundred twenty (320) acres per dwell- 
ing unit as shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or permitted by a "B" combining district, whichever 
is more restrictive. 

(b) Minimum lot size shall be twenty (20) acres, except that a minimum lot size of as low as 1 .5 acres may be 
considered in order to provide for clustering of residential development; provided, that a protective ease- 
ment is applied to the remaining large parcel(s) which indicates that density has been transferred to the 
clustered area. 

(c) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width within each lot is one hundred twenty-five feet 
(125'). 

(d) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-fîve feet (35'). Additional height may be permitted provided that site plan approval in accor- 
dance with Article 82 is first secured. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Thirty-five percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the plan- 
ning director for commercial greenhouses and swimming pools. 
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(f) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is 
zoned AR or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 
040(g). 

(1) Front or Street Si de Yard. Thirty feet (30') except where combined with any "B" district and in no 
case shall the setback be less than fifty-fîve feet (55') from the centerline of ail roads and streets, ex- 
cept as may be otherwise indicated on the district maps. 

(2) Side Yard. Minimum ten feet ( 1 G'), except that in the case of a corner lot, the street side yard shall be 
the same as the front yard. 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty feet (20'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of farm 
animais, and accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel animais 
shall be located at least fifty feet (50') from the front property line, twenty feet (20') from any side or 
rear property line, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any 
exterior property line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one ( 1 ) 
block or portion thereof in the same zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the 
required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the front yards of the such ga- 
rages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than ten feet ( 1 0'). Fur- 
ther, the permit and resource management department director may require a use permit if the réduc- 
tion might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

Notwithstanding the above, if a résidence is elevated to meet flood requirements, the space under- 
neath the structure may be utilized for a garage or carport if it will meet building codes, even if the 
ten foot (1 G') to twenty foot (20') setback cannot be met, subject to approval of administrative design 
review. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fîreplaces and/or other cantilevered portions of structures, 
and similar architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum 
length of the projections shall not occupy more than one-third of the total length of the wall on which 
it is located. Uncovered porches, fîre escapes or landing places may extend six feet (6') into any re- 
quired front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one ( 1 ) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of subsec- 
tion (f)(5) of this section. 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot; pro- 
vided, that such buildings shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%)) of the width of any rear 
yard. Such accessory buildings shall not be located doser than ten feet (10') to the main buildings on 
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adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent 
(30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained between the 
wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and from the main building on the same lot. Con- 
ventional pool accessory equipment (pump, fîlters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. 
Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniforai Building Code. 

(g) Parking Requirements. 

(1) Residential Use. No less than one (1) covered off-street occupant parking space per dwelling unit. 
The requirements for parking to be covered may be waived subject to the provisions of 26-86-01 G 
(k). 

(2) Any other use shall provide parking in accordance with the standards in Article 86. 

(h) In compliance with applicable sections of the State Subdivision Map Act and the subdivision ordinance, a 
two (2)-way division of a parcel of land that is currently subject to a Williamson Act contract may be al- 
lowed, if ail of the following apply: 

( 1 ) The resulting parcel is to be sold or leased for agricultural employée ("farmworker") housing, and is 
not more than five (5) acres in size. For the purpose of this section, "agricultural employée" shall 
hâve the same meaning as defîned by subdivision (b) of Section 1 140.4 of the Labor Code. 

(2) The parcel shall be sold or leased to a nonprofît organization, a city, a county, a housing authority, or 
a State agency, for the sole purpose of the provision and opération of farmworker housing. A lessee 
that is a nonprofît organization shall not sublease that parcel without the written consent of the land- 
owner, and shall notify the county of such sublease. 

(3) The parcel to be sold or leased shall be subject to a deed restriction that limits the use of the parcel to 
fannworker housing facilities for not less than thirty (30) years. The deed restriction shall also pro- 
vide, through reversionary or similar provision, that the parcel shall automatically revert to and be 
merged with the parcel from which it was subdivided when the parcel ceases to be used for farm- 
worker housing for a period of more than one (1) year. The deed restriction shall be in a form satis- 
factory to county counsel. 

(4) There is a written agreement between the parties to the sale or lease of the parcel and their successors 
to operate the parcel to be sold or leased under joint management of the parties, subject to the terms 
and conditions and for the duration of the Williamson Act contract. 

(5) The parcel to be sold or leased is contiguous to one ( 1 ) or more parcels that are located within a des- 
ignated urban service area, and which are zoned for and developed with urban residential, commer- 
cial, or industrial land uses. 

(6) The farmworker housing project is provided pursuant to Section 26-88-0 1 0(1) (Seasonal fannworker 
housing) or Section 26-88-0 10(o) (Year-round farmworker housing), and includes provisions de- 
signed to minimize potential impacts on surrounding agricultural and rural residential land uses. 
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A subdivision of land pursuant to this section shall not affect any Williamson Act contract executed pursu- 
ant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 51240) of the Government Code, and the parcel to be sold or 
leased shall remain subject to that contract. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 7, (Exh. H), § 8 (Exh. I) 2007; Ord. No. 5569 
§ 9, 2005; Ord. No. 4973 § 4(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4927 §§ 1, 6, 1 1, 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993; Ord. 3932.) 
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Article 12. 

RRDWA Resources and Rural Development 

(Agricultural Préserve) District. 

Sec. 26-12-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to implement the provisions of the resources and rural development land use category (Section 2.8. 1 ) of 
the gênerai plan in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 5 1200 et seq. of the Govemment Code and 
the Land Conservation Act of 1965. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-12-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the foUowing: 

(a) On parcels of two (2) acres or less, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one of the 
foUowing per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

(1) Five (5) hogs or pigs, 

(2) One (1) horse, mule, cow or steer, 

(3) Five (5) goats, sheep or similar animais, 

(4) Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl, 

(5) Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais. 

(6) The above limitations may be modifîed by the planning director upon submittal of a proposai state- 
ment which describes the extent of the domestic farming use and which is signed by the owners of ail 
property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property. The planning director may require 
the applicant to obtain a use permit if the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to 
surrounding uses. 

(7) 4-H and FF A animal husbandry proj ects are permitted without limitation of parcel size; provided, that 
the parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided ftirther a letter of pro- 
ject authorization is first submitted by the project advisor. The planning director may require the ap- 
plicant to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to 
surrounding uses; 

(b) On parcels exceeding two (2) acres; raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of horses, cattle, sheep, 
goats and similar animais; 

(c) Boarding of horses subject to issuance of a zoning pennit; 
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(d) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain 
and similar food and fîber crops, including wholesale nurseries, except as follows: 

(1 ) Agricultural cultivation shall not be pennitted on Site Class I and II timberland if a major or minor 
timberland conversion is required; and 

(2) Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be pemiitted in the following areas: 

(i) Within one hundred feet ( 1 00') from the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(ii) Within fîfty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(iii) Within twenty-five feet (25 ') from the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors; 

Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in the areas described in subsections (d)(2)(i) through (iii) of 
this section upon approval of a management plan which includes appropriate mitigations for potential 
érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the planning director or 
by use permit pursuant to Section 26- 1 2-020(c); 

(e) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, finits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fîber crops, provided that the greenhouse or similar structure for indoor growing is less 
than eight hundred (800) square feet; 

(f) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing or similar préparation of crops which are grown on 
the site, but not including agricultural processing; 

(g) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion, and incidental storage, of crops or fiiel wood which are grown 
on the site; 

(h) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion of livestock which hâve been raised on the site; 

(i) Management of lands and forests for the use of commercial production and harvest of trees, including con- 
troUed bums; 

(j) Removal of timber, including uses integrally related to growing, harvesting, and on-site processing of for- 
est products including, but not limited to roads, log landings, log storage areas and incidental logging 
camps; 

(k) Timber management, including planting, raising, harvesting and incidental milling for noncommercial pur- 
poses of trees and logs for lumber or fuel woods, subjectto requirements of Califomia Department of For- 
estry and Pire Protection; 

(1) Geotechnical studies involving no grading or construction of new roads or pads; 
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(m) Residential uses include the following: 

( 1 ) Single-family detached dwelling units in accordance with the residential density shown in the gênerai 
plan land use élément or pennitted by a "B" combining district, whichever is more restrictive. 
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Thèse unit(s) may be manufactured homes, but only one ( 1 ) niay be a manufactured home without a 
permanent foundation. 

A manufactured home without a permanent foundation shall require prior approval of azoning permit 
notice of which shall be posted at ieast ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance, during which an appeal may 
be filed and processed pursuant to Section 26-92-040. Issuance of the zoning permit shall be subject, 
at a minimum, to the following conditions: 

(i) The manufactured home shall be at Ieast twelve feet ( 12') in width except those that are owned 
and occupied on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, 

(ii) The manufactured home shall be skirted. Ail skirting shall be of a type approved by the state of 
California, 

(iii) The manufactured home shall hâve one patio awning with a minimum dimension of eight feet 
(8') by twenty feet (20') and either a garage, carport or awning with a minimum dimension of 
ten feet (10') by twenty feet (20') for covered parking, 

(iv) Ail manufactured home sites shall be landscaped, 

(v) The manufactured home shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the 
owner, 

(2) One ( 1 ) manufactured home for the housing of full-time agricultural employées may be permitted in 
the same manner provided in subsection (m)( 1) of this section for each of the following agricultural 
uses conducted on the site: 

(i) At Ieast fifty (50) mature cows or one hundred (100) beef cattle, 

(ii) At Ieast twenty (20) acres of grapes, apples, pears, prunes, 

(iii) At Ieast twenty thousand (20,000) broilers, fïfteen thousand ( 1 5,000) egg-layers, or three thou- 
sand (3,000) turkeys, 

(iv) At Ieast two hundred fifty (250) sheep or goats, fifty (50) dairy goats or hogs, 

(v) At ieast thirty (30) mature horses, 

(vi) Wholesale nurseries with a minimum of either one (1 ) acre of propagating greenhouse or out- 
door containers or three (3) acres of field-grown plant materials, 

(vii) Any other agricultural use which the planning director détermines to be of the same approxi- 
mate agricultural value and intensity as subsections (m)(2)(i) through (vi) of this section. 
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Prior to issuance of zoning permits for such manufactured homes, the propeity owner shall place on 
file with the planning department an affldavit that the manufactured home(s) will be used to house 
persons employed on the premises for agriculturai purposes and that the manufactured home(s) will 
be immediately removed from the site when such persons are no longer employed on the premises, 

(3) Self-contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons solely employed on the site 
for agriculturai or resource-related purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the planning department, stating that the rec- 
reational vehicle and/or travel trailer will only be used to house persons solely employed on the site 
of a bona fide agriculturai enterprise. A "bona fide agriculturai enterprise" is defmed, for this pur- 
pose, as an opération which dérives its primary and principal income from agriculturai production. 
The recreational vehicle or trailer shall be immediately removed from the site when it is no longer 
occupied by persons who are solely employed on the site, 

(4) Seasonal farmworker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26-88-0 1 0(1). Seasonal 
farmworker housing shall also conform to such public health, building and fire safety criteria as may 
be established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors, 

(5) Year-round farmworker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26-88-0 1 0(p). Year- 
round farmworker housing shall also conform to such public health, building, and fire safety criteria 
as may be established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors, 

(6) One ( 1 ) travel trailer per lot for use as temporary housing in accordance with Section 26-88-0 1 0(q) 
and provided that a travel trailer administrative permit is obtained and renewed annually; 

(n) One (1 ) guest house per lot; 

(o) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-12 1 and approval of a zoning permit. Any 
home occupation use on a parcel under a Williamson Act contract must be consistent with Government 
Code Section 51200 et seq. (the Williamson Act) and local ruies, régulations and ordinances adopted 
thereunder; 

(p) Small residential commun ity care facility; 

(q) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may 
be constructed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant 
parcels less than two (2) acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred 
twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to an existing agriculturai use; 

(r) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten ( 1 0) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten (1 0) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 bas been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following depart- 
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ments: sheriff, public health, fîre services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, 
a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(s) Small family day care; 

(t) Management of land for watershed, for fîsh and wildlife habitat, fïsh rearing ponds, hunting and fishing, 
beekeeping and grazing, where thèse uses are incidental to the primary use; 

(u) Contractor equipment storage incidental to the on-site growing and harvesting of forest products, including 
parking, repairing and storage of equipment so used. Construction of permanent structures will be subject 
to Article 82; 

(v) Beekeeping; 

(w) Pet fancier facilities, provided, that a pet fancier license is obtained from the division of animal régulation 
and renewed annually; 

(x) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior notifica- 
tion is given to the Califomia Highway Patrol and that adéquate off street parking is provided; 

(y) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(z) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in 
Section 26-88-130, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which 
notice, including a site plan and one (1) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subj ect property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and 
provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received fi*om any interested person, Ih the 
event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(aa) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-1 30. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are 
subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners 
and posted on the subj ect property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no 
appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the event of an ap- 
peal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(bb) Minor timberland conversions, subject to compliance with the requirements of Section 26-88-140; 

(ce) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand fîve hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning pennit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(dd) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5651 § l(v), 2006; Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. 
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5435 § 20), 2003; Ord.No. 5361 § 2(e), 2002; Ord.No. 5342 § 4, 2002; Ord.No. 5016 § 1(E), 1997; Ord. 
No. 4985 § l(b), 1996; Ord. No. 4973 § 4(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4723 § l(f), 1993; Ord. No. 4653 § l(g), 
1993; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-12-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

(a) Farni labor camps not pennitted under Section 26- 1 2-0 1 0(m); 

(b) The raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of poultry, fowl, rabbits, fur-bearing animais or animais 
such as veal calves, dairy cows, pigs, hogs and the like, which are continuously confïned in and around 
bams, corrals and similar areas for other than domestic purposes. Incidental processing of such animais 
which are raised on site. This subsection shall not be interpreted so as to require a use permit for anhnals 
allowed by Section 26-1 2-0 10(a) or (b); 

(c) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas for which a management plan has not been approved pursu- 
ant to Section 26-1 2-0 10(d): 

(1) Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fîfty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors; 

(d) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site; 

(e) Tasting rooms for agricultural products which are grown or processed on site; 

(f) Indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay grain and 
similar food and fiber crops in greenhouses or similar structures of eight hundred (800) square feet or 
more; 

(g) Processing of any agricultural product of a type grown or produced on site or in the hnmediate area, stor- 
age of agricultural products grown or processed on site, and bottling or canning of any agricultural product 
grown or processed on site; 

(h) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards; 

(i) Commercial kennels; 

(j) Commercial stables not pennitted under Section 26-1 2-0 10(c), riding académies, equestrian riding and 
driving clubs, and hunting clubs; 

(k) Commercial aquaculture, provided that, at a minimum, the use does not adversely affect biotic resources 
and does not take place on prime soils; 
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(1) Game préserves and refuges; 

(m) Commercial mushroom famiing; 

(n) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards, which serve agricul- 
tural production in the immédiate area; 

(o) Noncommercial clubs and lodges, golf courses and driving ranges, but not including miniature golf 
courses; 

(p) Intermediate and maj or freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subj ect at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(q) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subj ect at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(r) Commercial and industrial uses permitted under Section 26-12-010 which involve significant quantities 
(over 100 kg/month) of hazardous materials as defmed by Title 22, CAC; 

(s) Private landing strips; 

(t) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums and crématoriums; 

(u) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, transformer stations, fîre 
and police stations and training centers, service yards and related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet 
the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(v) Large residential community care facility; 

(w) Day care center; 

(x) Large family day care; 

(y) Geotechnical studies which involve grading or construction of open roads or pads; 

(z) The development of natural resources with appurtenant structures, including exploration and development 
of geothermal resources, oil and gas wells and biomass energy projects. Geothennal energy wells, pipe- 
lines, transmission facilities and associated grading and construction, when conducted within the primary 
KGRA; 

(aa) One ( 1 ) manufactured home for the housing of full-time employées of resource related uses conducted on 
the site; 
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(bb) Application of municipal sludge, from wastewater treatment plants subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of 
gênerai plan Policies PF-2q and PF-2r; 

(ce) Art studios, arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. Such uses may be pennitted only 
when conducted within an existing building; 

(dd) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales day per year; 

(ee) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
fîve hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(ff) Major timberland conversions, subject to the standards in Section 26-88-160. 

(gg) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5651 § l(w), 2006; Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. 
No. 5435 § 2(k), 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(m), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 4973 § l(b), (c), 
1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-12-030. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this chapter, 
and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and any 
applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Density. Residential density shall be between twenty (20) and three hundred twenty (320) acres per dwell- 
ing unit as shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is 
more restrictive. 

(b) Minimum lot size shall be twenty (20) acres, except that a minimum lot size of as low as ten (10) acres 
may be considered in order to provide for clustering of residential development, provided that a protective 
easement is appHed to the remaining large parcel(s) which indicates that density has been transferred to the 
clustered area. Any such subdivision must also comply with gênerai plan Policy AR-8c. 

(c) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width within each lot is one hundred twenty-five feet 
(125'). 

(d) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-fîve feet (35'). Additional height may be permitted provided that site plan approval in accor- 
dance with Article 82 is fîrst secured. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subj ect to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 
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(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Thirty-fi ve percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the plan- 
ning director for commercial greenliouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins iand which is 
zoned AR or is designated as agricultural Iand, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 
040(g). 

( 1 ) Front or Street Side Yard. Thirty feet (30') except where combined with any B district and in no case 
shall the setback be less than fîfity-fîve feet (55') from the centerline of ail roads and streets, except as 
may be otherwise indicated on the district maps. 

(2) Side Yard. Minimum ten feet ( 1 0'), except that in the case of a corner lot, the street side yard shall be 
the same as the front yard). 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty feet (20'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs and accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of farm 
animais, accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel animais shall be 
located at least fifty feet (50') from the front property line, twenty feet (20') from any side or rear 
property line and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any 
exterior property line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one (1) 
block or portion thereof in the same zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the 
required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the front yards of the such ga- 
rages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than ten feet (10'). Fur- 
ther, the permit and resource management department director may require a use permit if the réduc- 
tion might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

Notwithstanding the above, if a résidence is elevated to meet flood requirements, the space under- 
neath the structure may be utilized for a garage or carport if it will meet building codes, even if the 
ten foot (10') to twenty foot (20') setback cannot be met, subject to approval of administrative design 
review. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fîreplaces and/or other cantilevered portions of structures, 
and similar architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum 
length of the projections shall not occupy more than one-third of the total length of the wall on which 
it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes or landing places may extend six feet (6') into any re- 
quired front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one (1) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of subsec- 
tion (f)(5) of this section. 
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(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot; pro- 
vided, that such buildings shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear 
yard. Such accessory buildings shall not be located doser than ten feet (10') to the main buildings on 
adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent 
(30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained between the 
wall of a pool and the rear and side property Unes, and from the main building on the same lot. Con- 
ventional pool accessory equipment (pump, fîlters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. 
Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. (Ord. No. 3932.) 

(g) Parking Requirements. 

(1) Residential Use. No less than one (1) covered off-street occupant parking space per dwelling unit. 
The requirements for parking to be covered may be waived subject to the provisions of 26-86-010 
(k). 

(2) Any other use shall provide parking in accordance with the standards in Article 86. 

(h) Li compliance with applicable sections of the State Subdivision Map Act and the subdivision ordinance, a 
two (2)-way division of a parcel of land that is currently subject to a Williamson Act contract may be al- 
lowed, if ail of the following apply: 

( 1 ) The resulting parcel is to be sold or leased for agricultural employée ("fannworker") housing, and is 
not more than five (5) acres in size. For the purpose of this section, "agricultural employée" shall 
hâve the same meaning as defmed by subdivision (b) of Section 1 140.4 of the Labor Code. 

(2) The parcel shall be sold or leased to a nonprofit organization, a city, a county, a housing authority, or 
a State agency, for the sole purpose of the provision and opération of fannworker housing. A lessee 
that is a nonprofit organization shall not sublease that parcel without the written consent of the land- 
owner, and shall notify the county of such sublease. 

(3) The parcel to be sold or leased shall be subject to a deed restriction that limits the use of the parcel to 
farmworker housing facilities for not less than thirty (30) years. The deed restriction shall also pro- 
vide, through reversionary or similar provision, that the parcel shall automatically revert to and be 
merged with the parcel from which it was subdivided when the parcel ceases to be used for farm 
worker housing for a period of more than one (1) year. The deed restriction shall be in a form satis- 
factory to county counsel. 

(4) There is a written agreement between the parties to the sale or lease of the parcel and their successors 
to operate the parcel to be sold or leased under joint management of the parties, subject to the terms 
and conditions and for the duration of the Williamson Act contract. 

(5) The parcel to be sold or leased is contiguous to one ( 1 ) or more parcels that are located within a des- 
ignated urban service area, and which are zoned for and developed with urban residential, commer- 
cial, or industrial land uses. 
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(6) The farmworker housing proj ect is provided piirsuant to Section 26-88-0 1 0(1) (Seasonal fannworker 
housing) or Section 26-88-01 0(o) (Year-round fannworker housing), and includes provisions de- 
signed to minimize potential impacts on surrounding agricultural and rural residential land uses. 

A subdivision of land pursuant to this section shall not affect any Williamson Act contract executed pursu- 
ant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 51240) of the Government Code, and the parce! to be sold or 
leased shall remain subject to that contract. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 7 (Exh. H), § 8 (Exh. I), 2007; Ord. No. 5569 
§ 9, 2005; Ord. No. 4973 § 4(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4927 §§ 1, 6, 1 1, 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 14. 

TP Timberland Production District. 

Sec. 26-14-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to provide for timberland zoning, a yield tax imposed at the time of harvest, and the conservation and 
protection of land capable of producing timber and forest products. The compatible uses specified in this section 
will be included in this zone and are consistent with the Forest Taxation Reform Act of 1976. (Ord. No. 4643, 
1993: Ord. No. 2119 Section 1 .) 

Sec. 26-14-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Management of lands and forests for the primary use of commercial production and harvest of trees, in- 
cluding controlled burns; 

(b) Removal of timber and fuel wood, including uses integrally related to growing, harvesting and on-site 
processing of forest products including, but not limited to, roads, log landings, log storage areas and inci- 
dental logging camps; 

(c) Recreational and educational uses, with or without fee, not requiring any permanent improvement of the 
land or interfering with the primary use (swimming, hunting, fishing, occasional camping, etc.); 

(d) Management of land for watershed, for fish and wildlife habitat, fish rearing ponds, hunting and fishing, 
grazing, where thèse uses are incidental to the primary use; 

(e) The érection, construction, altération or maintenance of gas, electric or water generating and transmission 
facilities, including necessary structures; 

(f) Contractor equipment storage incidental to the on-site growing and harvesting of forest products, including 
parking, repairing and storage of equipment so used. Construction of permanent structures will be subject 

•to Article 82; 

(g) The production and harvesting of miscellaneous compatible forest products (Christmas tree farms and 
greenery); 

(h) Timber management, including planting, raising, harvesting and incidental milling for noncommercial pur- 
poses of trees and logs for lumber or fuel woods, subject to requirements of California Department of For- 
estry and F ire Protection; 

(i) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion, and incidental storage of fuel wood which is grown on site; 

(j) One (1) single-family dwelling unit with accessory buildings; 
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(k) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma Couiity Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten ( 1 0) days from the date if this notice" is posted on the property at least ten 
( 1 0) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been re- 
ceived from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building inspection and public works. Jn the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(1) Small family day care; 

(m) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail perfomiance standards listed in Section 26- 
88-080; 

(n) Small residential community care facility; 

(o) Beekeeping; 

(p) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(q) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in 
Section 26-88-1 30, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which 
notice, including a site plan and one ( 1 ) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and 
provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the 
event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(r) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-1 30. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are 
subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners 
and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no 
appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the event of an ap- 
peal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(s) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(t) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5435 § 2(1), 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(f), 2002; Ord. 
No. 5342 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 4973 § 4(a), (e), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-14-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 
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(a) Additional detached single family dwelling units, not to exceed four (4) dwellings on a single ownership; 
provided, that the density does not exceed one ( 1 ) single-family dwelling unit per one hundred sixty ( 1 60) 
acres, or that density shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or that density pennitted by a B combin- 
ing district, whichever is the most restrictive; 

(b) Saw mills, planer mills, pulp mills, particle board plants, log ponds, earth-filled dams and lumber yards, 
with associated uses; 

(c) Development and utilization of natural resources with appurtenant structures. Hardrock quanry opérations 
may be pennitted only if they meet the criteria below: 

(1) The opération is consistent with the purpose(s) of the resources and rural development district, 

(2) The opération involves fîve (5) acres of land or less, 

(3) The opération results in annual production of fîve thousand (5,000) cubic yards or less, 

(4) The quarry does not include crushing, screening or batching opérations, 

(5) The opération is subject to payment of fées and other mitigation measures as may be found consistent 
with aggregate resources management plan, 

(6) The opération must hâve an approved réclamation plan, 

(7) The opération is located at least four (4) miles from the nearest approved source of aggregate materi- 
als. 

Other aggregate mining opérations are not permitted unless excepted by Section 26A-3(a)(i) of the Sonoma 
County Code; 

(d) Aircraft landing facilities incidental to permitted forestry and recreational related uses; 

(e) Permanently located and improved private and public campgrounds, resorts and organized camps; 

(f) Contractor equipment storage for off-site growing and harvesting of forest products, including packing, 
repairing and storage of equipment so used. Construction of permanent structures will be subject to Article 
82; 

(g) Commercial wood yards, including wood splitting and sales of off-site fuel woods; 

(h) Such use which does not significantly detract fi^om the use of the property for, or inhibit, growing and har- 
vesting timber. Any facilities constructed for such use would not be permanent résidences, except as pro- 
vided in other portions of Article 14; 

(i) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 
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(j) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, transfonner stations, fire 
and police stations and training centers, service yards and related parlcing lots which, at a minimum, meet 
the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(k) Intemiediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(1) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subj ect at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(m) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not 
otherwise exempt by state law. 

(n) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135. 

(o) Major timberland conversions, subject to the standards in Section 26-88-160. (Ord.No. 5651 § l(x), 2006; 
Ord. No. 5435 § 2(m), 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(n), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 5, 2002; Ord. 4973 § 4(b)— <d), 
1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-14-030. Yard requirements. 

The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR or is designated as 
agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-040(g): 

(a) Front Yard. Ten percent (10%) of the depth of the lot, but no more than seventy-fîve feet (75'). 

(b) Side Yard. Ten percent (10%) of the width of the lot, but no more than twenty feet (20'). 

(c) Rear Yard. Twenty feet (20'). 

(d) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot; provided, that 
such buildings shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. Such acces- 
sory buildings shall not be located doser than ten feet ( 1 0') to the main buildings on adjacent lots. Notwith- 
standing the foregoing, swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any 
rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained between the wall of a pool and the rear and side 
property lines, and from the main building on the same lot. Conventional pool accessory equipment (pump, 
fîlters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. Additional setbacks may be required under the Uni- 
form Building Code. (Ord. No. 4927 § 1 1 (part), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993; Ord. No. 3932.) 
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Article 16. 
AR Agriculture and Residential District. 

Sec. 26-16-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to provide lands for raising crops and farm animais in areas designated primarily for rural residential 
use pursuant to Section 2.2.2, Objective LU-6.6 and Policy LU-6d of the gênerai plan. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-16-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Single-family detached dwelling units, in accordance with residential density shown in the gênerai plan 
land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. Thèse unit(s) may 
be manufactured homes, but only one (1) may be a manufactured home without a permanent foundation. 

A manufactured home without a permanent foundation shall require prior approval of a zoning permit no- 
tice of which shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to issuance, during which an appeal may be filed 
and processed pursuant to Section 26-88-040. Issuance of the zoning permit shall be subject, at a mini- 
mum, to the following conditions: 

(1) The manufactured home shall be at least twelve feet (12') in width except those that are owned and 
occupied on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, 

(2) The manufactured home shall be skirted; ail skirting shall be of a type approved by the state of Cali- 
fornia, 

(3) the manufactured home shall hâve one patio awning with a minimum dimension of nine feet (9') by 
twenty feet (20') and either a garage, carport or awning with a minimum dimension of ten feet ( 10') 
by twenty feet (20') for covered parking, 

(4) The manufactured home sites shall be landscaped, and 

(5) The manufactured home shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the owner; 

(b) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 12 1 and approval of a zoning permit. Any 
home occupation use on a parcel under a Williamson Act contract must be consistent with Government 
Code Section 51200 et seq. (the Williamson Act) and local ruies, régulations and ordinances adopted 
thereunder; 

(c) Small residential community care facility; 

(d) One (1) guest house per lot; 

(e) Self contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons soiely employed on the site for 
agricultural purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 
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The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the planning department, stating that the recreational 
vehicie and/or travel trailer wiil only be used to house persons solely employed on the site of a bona fide 
agricLiltural enterprise. A "bona fide agricultural enterprise" is defmed, for this purpose, as an opération 
which dérives its primary and principal income from agricultural production. The recreational vehicie or 
trailer shall be immediately removed from the site when it is no longer occupied by persons who are solely 
employed on the premises site; 

(f) On parcels of two (2) acres or less, the raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one (1) 
of the following per twenty thousand (20,000) square feetof area: 

( 1 ) Five (5) hogs or pigs, 

(2) One (1) horse, mule, cow or steer, 

(3) Five (5) goats, sheep or similar animais, 

(4) Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl, 

(5) Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais, 

(6) The above limitations may be modifïed by the planning director upon submittal of a proposai state- 
ment which describes the extent of the domestic farming use and which is signed by the owners of ail 
property within three hundred fee (300') of the subject property. The planning director may require 
the applicant to obtain a use permit if the Director detemiines that the project might be detrimental to 
surrounding uses. 

(7) 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are permitted without limitation of parcel size; provided, that 
the parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided fiirther, a letter of pro- 
ject authorization is first submitted by the project advisor. The planning director may require the ap- 
plicant to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to 
surrounding uses; 

(g) On parcels exceeding two (2) acres; raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of horses, cattle, sheep, 
goats and similar animais; 

(h) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain 
and similar food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below agricultural cultiva- 
tion shall not be permitted in the following areas: 

( 1 ) Within one hundred feet (100') of the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors. 
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Agricultural cultivation may be aliowed as set out in subsections (h)(1) throiigh (3) of this section upon 
approval of a management plan which includes appropriate mitigations for potentiai érosion, bank stabili- 
zation and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the planning director or by use permit pursuant to 
Section 26- 16-020(b); 

(i) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fiber crops, provided that the greenhouse or similar structure for indoor growing is less 
than eight hundred (800) square feet; 

(j) hicidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing or similar préparation of crops which are grown on 
site, but not including agricultural processing; 

(k) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion, and incidental storage, of crops which are grown on site; 

(1) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion of livestock which hâve been raised on site; 

(m) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may 
be constructed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant 
parcels less than two (2) acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred 
twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to an existing agricultural use; 

(n) Boarding of a maximum of five (5) horses subject to issuance of a zoning permit; 

(o) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice" is posted on the property at least 
ten (1 0) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(p) Small family day care; 

(q) Large family day care, provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 
26-88-080; 

(r) Pet fancier facilities, provided, that a pet fancier license is obtained from the division of animal régulation 
and renewed annually; 

(s) Beekeeping; 

(t) Crailt sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior notifica- 
tion is given to the California Highway Patrol and that adéquate off-street parking is provided; 

(u) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 
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(v) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in 
Section 26-88-130, and subject to approval of azoning permit, includingenvironmental review, forwhich 
notice, including a site plan and one (I) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and 
provided that no appeal pursuantto Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the 
event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(w) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-] 30. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are 
subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners 
and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the pemiit and provided that no 
appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the event of an ap- 
peal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(x) One (1 ) travel trailer per lot for use as temporary housing in accordance with Section 26-88-0 10(q) and 
provided that a travel trailer administrative permit is obtained and renewed annually; 

(y) Minor timberland conversions, subject to compliance with the requirements of Section 26-88-140; 

(z) Bed and breakfast inns, containing not more than one (1) guest room, contained within a single-family 
dwelling, subject to the issuance of a zoning permit. No bed and breakfast inn shall displace nor interfère 
with any existing agricultural use on the property. No bed and breakfast inn shall be located on land under 
Williamson Act contract. Food service shall be limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and shall be 
subject to the approval of the Sonoma County department of health services. No weddings, lawn parties or 
similar activities shall be permitted. No outdoor amplified sound shall be permitted. At least ten ( 1 0) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit pursuant to this subsection, a written notice stating "The Sonoma 
County Permit and Resource Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a one guest room bed 
and breakfast inn on the property located at [address and APN] if a written appeal is not received within ten 
( 1 0) days from the date of this notice" shall be posted on the subject parcel and shall be mailed or delivered 
to ail owners of real property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll within three hundred feet 
(300') of the subject parcel. If no written appeal is received during the ten (10) day period following the 
posting and mailing or delivery of notice, a zoning permit shall be issued if the proposed inn satisfies the 
requirements of this subsection. In the event of a timely appeal, a hearing on the proposed inn shall be held 
before the board of zoning adjustments pursuant to Section 26-92-040 and the proposed inn shall be evalu- 
ated under the provisions of this subsection and the standards set forth in Section 26-92-080; 

(aa) One ( 1 ) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply for the 
second dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class 1 , 2 or 3 grouhdwater availability 
area. Second units may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only where a hydro- 
geotechnical report, as defmed, certifies that the establishment and continuation of the secondary residen- 
tial use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or cumulative groundwater availability or y ield; 

(bb) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135. 
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(ce) Other nonresidential uses whieh in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(n), 2003; Ord. No. 
5429 § 3(a), 2003 ; Ord. No. 536 1 § 2(g), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 5265 § 1 (h), 200 1 ; Ord. 
No. 5016 § 1(F), 1997; Ord. No. 4985 § l(b), 1996; Ord. No. 4973 § 5(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4723 § l(g), 
1993; Ord. No. 4653 § l(h), 1993; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-16-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) The raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of poultry, fowl, rabbits, fur-bearing animais or animais 
such as veal calves, pigs, hogs and the like, which are continuously confmed in and around barns, corrals 
and similar areas for other than domestic purposes. Incidental processing of such animais which are raised 
on site. This sUbsection shall not be interpreted so as to require a use permit for animais allowed by Sec- 
tions 26- 1 6-0 1 0(f) or (g); 

(b) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved by the 
planning director pursuant to Section 26-1 6-0 10(h): 

(1) Within one hundred feet (100') of the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors; 

(c) Retail nurseries involving crops/plarits which are not grown on the site; 

(d) Indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fiber crops in greenhouses or similar structures of eight hundred (800) square feet or 
more; 

(e) Commercial kennels, veterinary clinics for farm animais but not for companion and exotic animais; (Ord. 
No. 3403) 

(f) Commercial stables not permitted under Section 26-1 6-0 10(n), riding académies, equestrian riding and 
driving clubs and hunting clubs; 

(g) Game préserves and refuges; 

(h) Commercial mushroom famiing; 

(i) Noncommercial clubs and lodges, golf courses and driving ranges, but not including miniature golf 
courses; 
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(j) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to tiie re- 
quirements of Section 26-88- 1 22. Any live/work use on a parcel under a Wiiliamson Act contract must be 
consistent witii Govemment Code Section 5 1200 et seq. (the Wiiliamson Act) and local ruies, régulations 
and ordinances adopted thereunder; 

(k) Public schools, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policy HJ-6e; 

(I) Private nursery, primary and secondary schools and churches subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gên- 
erai plan Policy LU-6f; 

(m) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums and crématoriums; 

(n) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution Unes and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not 
otherwise exempt by state law; 

(o) Large residential community care facility; 

(p) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(q) Bed and breakfast inns, containing not more than five (5) guest rooms, subject to Article 82 (Design Re- 
view) and Article 86 (Parking Régulations). No bed and breakfast inn shall displace nor interfère with any 
existing agricultural use on the property. No bed and breakfast inn shall be located on land under William- 
son Act contract. Food service shall be limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and shall be subject 
to the approval of the Sonoma County department of health services. Weddings, lawn parties or similar ac- 
tivities may be allowed if specifically authorized by the use permit. No outdoor amplified sound shall be 
permitted at any time. No bed and breakfast inn shall include the use of more than one (1) single-family 
dwelling and one (1) accessory structure for transient occupancy. No more than two (2) of the five (5) 
guest rooms allowed by this section may be located in the accessory structure, if any. If an accessory struc- 
ture is used for transient occupancy, the total floor area available for use by guests, including guestrooms 
and common areas, shall not exceed six hundred forty (640) square feet. There shall be no internai doorway 
or passage between the area available for use by guests and any remaining area of the accessory structure; 
(Ord. No. 5265 l(i), 2001: Ord. No. 3376; Ord. No. 3662.) 

(r) Day care center; 

(s) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year; 

(t) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 
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(u) Noncommercial télécommunication faciiities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(v) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(w) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(o), 2003; Ord. No. 
5429 § 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(o), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 4973 § 5(b), (c), 1996; 
Ord. No. 4781 § 2(B), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec, 26-16-030. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Residential density shall be between one (1 ) and twenty (20) acres per dwelling unit as shown in the gên- 
erai plan land use élément or as permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. 

(b) Minimum lot size shall be 1 .5 acres unless public water serves the lot, in which case the minimum shall be 
one (1 ) acre. In such cases where lots are clustered, a protective easement shall be applied tothe remaining 
large parcels which indicates that density has been transferred to the clustered area. 

(c) Maximum Building Height. 

(1) Thirty-five feet (35'); additional height may be permitted provided that site plan approval in accor- 
dance with Article 82 is first secured. 
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(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(d) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width within each lot is eighty feet (80'). 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Thirty-five percent (3 5%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the plan- 
ning director for greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard Requirements. 

( 1 ) Front or Street Side Yard. Thirty feet (30') except where combined with any B district and in no case 
shall the setback be less than fifty-five feet (55') from the centerline of any public road, street or 
highway, except as may be otherwise indicated on the district maps. 

(2) Side Yard. Minimum ten feet (10'), except that in the case of a corner lot, the street side yard shall be 
the same as the front yard. 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty feet (20'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of fann 
animais, and accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel animais 
shall be located at least fifty feet (50') from the front property line, twenty feet (20') from any side or 
rear property line, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any 
exterior property line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one (1) 
block or portion thereof in the same zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the 
required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the front yards of the such ga- 
rages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than ten feet (10'). Fur- 
ther, the permit and resource management department director may require a use permit if the réduc- 
tion might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

Notwithstanding the above, if a résidence is elevated to meet flood requirements, the space under- 
neath the structure may be utilized for a garage or carport if it will meet building codes, even if the 
ten foot (10') to twenty foot (20') setback cannot be met, subject to approval of administrative design 
review. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces and/or other cantilevered portions of structures, 
and similar architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum 
length of the projections shall not occupy more than one third (1/3) of the total length of the wall on 
which it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes or landing places may extend six feet (6') into 
any required front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one (1) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
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depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of subsec- 
tion (f)(5) of this section. 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot; pro- 
vided, that such buildings shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear 
yard. Such accessory buildings shall not be located doser than ten feet ( 1 0') to the main buildings on 
adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent 
(30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained between the 
wall of a pool and the rear and side property Unes, and from the main building on the same lot. Con- 
ventional pool accessory equipment (pump, filters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. 
Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. (Ord. No. 3932.) 

(g) Parking Requirements. 

(1) No less than one (1) covered off-street occupant parking space per dwelling unit. The requirements 
for parking to be covered may be waived for single-family dwellings subject to the provisions of 26- 
86-010 (k). 

(2) Any other use shall provide parking in accordance with the standards in Article 90. (Ord. No. 5711 
§ 7 (Exh. H), § 8 (Exh. I), 2007; Ord. No. 4973 § 5(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4927 §§ 1, 6, 11, 1996; Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 18. 
RR Rural Residential District. 

Sec. 26-18-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to préserve the rural character and amenities of those lands best utilized for low density residential de- 
velopment pursuant to Section 2.2.2 of the gênerai plan. Rural residential uses are intended to take precedence 
over permitted agricultural uses, but the district does not allow agricultural service uses. The rural residential 
district may also be applied to lands in other land use catégories where it is désirable to use zoning to limit de- 
velopment. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-18-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Single-family dwelling units on permanent foundations in accordance with residential density shown in the 
gênerai plan land use élément or that density permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more re- 
strictive; 

(b) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-121 and approval of a zoning permit; 

(c) Small residential community care facility; 

(d) Raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one ( 1) of the following per twenty thousand 
(20,000) square feet of area. If the subject parcel is at least five (5) acres, additional animais may be ap- 
proved by use permit pursuant to Section 26-18-020: 

(1) Five (5) hogs or pigs, 

(2) One ( 1 ) horse, mule, cow or steer, 

(3) Five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais, 

(4) Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl, 

(5) Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais. 

(6) 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are permitted without limitation of parcel size; provided, that 
the parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided further a letter of pro- 
ject authorization is fïrst submitted by the project advisor. The planning director may require the ap- 
plicant to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to 
surrounding uses; 
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(e) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, trees, flowers, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain 
and similar food and fiber crops. Except as noted below, agricultural ciiltivation shall not be permitted in 
the following areas: 

(1 ) Within one hundred feet ( 1 00') of the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank irl designated upland riparian corridors. 

Agricultural cultivation may be aliowed in as set out in subsections (e)(l ) through (3) of this section upon 
approvai of a management plan which includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabili- 
zation and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the planning director or by use pemiit pursuantto 
Section 26- 18-020(h); 

(f) Accessory buildings, and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may 
be constructed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant 
parcels less than two (2) acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred 
twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to an existing agricultural use; 

(g) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and flber crops, provided that the greenhouse or similar structure for indoor growing is less 
than eight hundred (800) square feet; 

(h) One ( 1 ) guest house per lot; 

(i) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten ( 1 0) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approvai is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public health, fire services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(j) Small family day care; 

(k) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26- 
88-080; 

(1) Beekeeping; 

(m) Pet fancier facilities, provided, that a pet fancier license is obtained from the division of animal régulation 
and renewed annually; 
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(n) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided tliat prior notifica- 
tion is given to the California Highway Patrol and that adéquate off-street parking is provided; 

(o) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(p) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in 
Section 26-88-130, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, includingenvironmental review, for which 
notice, including a site plan and one (!) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the pennit and 
provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the 
event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(q) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are 
subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners 
and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no 
appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the event of an ap- 
peal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(r) One ( 1 ) travel trailer per lot for use as temporary housing in accordance with Section 26-88-01 0(q) and 
provided that a travel trailer administrative permit is obtained and renewed annually; 

(s) Minor timberland conversions on parcels of flve (5) acres or more, subject to compliance with the require- 
ments of Section 26-88-140; 

(t) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section; 

(u) Bed and breakfast inns, containing not more than one (1) guest room, contained within a single-family 
dwelling, subject to the criteria of gênerai plan Policy AR-6e and application for a zoning permit. Food 
service shall be limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and shall be subject to the approval of the 
Sonoma County department of heaith services. No weddings, lawn parties or similar activities shall be 
permitted. No outdoor amplified sound shall be permitted. At least ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zon- 
ing permit pursuant to this subsection, a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a one guest room bed and breakfast inn on the 
property located at [address and APN] if a written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date 
of this notice" shall be posted on the subject parcel and shall be mailed or delivered to ail owners of real 
property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll within three hundred feet (300') of the subject 
parcel. If no written appeal is received during the ten (10) day period following the posting and mailing or 
delivery of notice, a zoning permit shall be issued if the proposed inn satisfies the requirements of this sub- 
section. In the event of a timely appeal, a hearing on the proposed inn shall be held before the board of zon- 
ing adjustments pursuant to Section 26-92-040 and the proposed inn shall be evaluated under the provi- 
sions of this subsection and the standards set forth in Section 26-92-080; 
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(v) One ( 1 ) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply for the 
second dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class 1 , 2 or 3 groundwater availability 
area. Second units may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only where a hydro- 
geotechnical report, as defined, certifies that the establishment and continuation of the secondary residen- 
tial use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or cumulative groundwater availability or yield; 

(w) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-1 35. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(p), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5429 § 3(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(h), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 5265 § \(jl 200 1 ; 
Ord. No. 5016 § 1(G), 1997; Ord. No. 4985 § (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4973 § 5(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4653 § l(i), 
1993; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-18-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) Planned developments and condominiums. Densities will be permitted in accordance with the densities 
shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or a B combining district whichever is more restrictive, also 
consideringthat which could be accommodated following conventional subdivision design, acknowledging 
topographical variations and permitted conventional lot areas. Compatibility with adjacent development, 
unique characteristics, innovation and the provision of amenities will be the primary criteria utilized in 
evaluating such development. The lot size, setback and coverage requirements of Section 26-18-030 shall 
not apply to planned developments or condominiums; 

(b) Raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of animais in excess of the limits set forth in Section 26-1 8- 
OlO(d) provided that the subject parcel is at least five (5) acres in size; 

(c) One ( 1 ) stand for the sale of agricultural products grown on the site; 

(d) Noncommercial clubs and lodges, country clubs and golf courses, but not including miniature golf courses; 

(e) Driving ranges; provided, that they shall not be operated during night time hours and that associated facili- 
ties include only those necessary to serve the driving range use, such as equipment rental and snack bar and 
not restaurants, retail sales and similar facilities; 

(f) Public schools, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan Policy LU-6e; 

(g) Art, craft, music and dancing schools, business or trade schools, public playgrounds, parks, community 
centers, libraries, muséums and similar uses which serve no more than the residential community in which 
they are located and which do not adversely affect the varions agricultural communities within Sonoma 
County; 

(h) Private nursery, primary or secondary schools and churches subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gên- 
erai plan Policy LU-6f; 
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(i) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums and crématoriums; 

(j) Minor public service uses or faciiities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not 
otherwise exempt by state law; 

(k) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(I) Large residential community care facility; 

(m) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved by the 
planning director pursuant to Section 26-1 8-0 10(e): 

(1) Within one hundred feet (1 00') of the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors; 

(n) Day care center; • 

(o) Art studios and arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. A use permit for such uses 
may be granted only when the use is conducted within an existing abandoned agricultural building feasible 
for such use; 

(p) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year; 

(q) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(r) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(s) Bed and breakfast inns, containing not more than flve (5) guest rooms, subject to Article 82 (Design Re- 
view) and Article 86 (Parking Régulation). Food service shall be limited to breakfast served to inn guests 
only, and shall be subject to approval of the Sonoma County department of heaith services. No weddings, 
lawn parties or similar activities shall be permitted. No outdoor amplified sound shall be permitted. No bed 
and breakfast inn shall include the use of more than one (1 ) single-family dwelling and one (1) accessory 
structure for transient occupancy. No more than two (2) of the five (5) guest rooms allowed by this section 
may be located in the accessory structure, if any. If an accessory structure is used for transient occupancy, 
the total floor area available for use by guests, including guest rooms and common areas, shall not exceed 
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six hundred forty (640) square feet. There shall be no internai doorway or passage between the area avail- 
able for use by guests and any remaining area of the accessory structure; 

(t) Sniall wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(u) Live/work uses in conjunction with an otherwise aliowed residential use subject to the requirements of Sec- 
tion 26-88-122; 

(v) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(q), 2003; Ord. No. 
5429 § 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5361 § 2(p), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 5265 § I(k), 2001; Ord. 
No. 4973 § 5(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4781 § 2(B), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-18-030. Permitted residential density and deveiopment criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area deveiopment guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Residential density shall be between one (1 ) and twenty (20) acres per dwelling unit as shown in the gên- 
erai plan land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. 

(b) Minimum Lot Size. On lands designated urban residential on the gênerai plan land use map, minimum lot 
size shall be twenty thousand (20,000) square feet. On lands designated rural residential on the gênerai plan 
land use map, minimum lot size shall be 1.5 acres uniess public water serves the lot, in which case the 
minimum shall be one (1) acre. 

(c) Maximum Building Height. 

(1) Thirty-five feet (35'); additional height may be permitted provided that site plan approval in accor- 
dance with Article 82 is first secured. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(d) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width required within each lot is eighty feet (80'). 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Thirty-fîve percent (35%). Lot coverage may be waived by the planning director 
for greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is 
zoned AR or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 
040(g). 
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( 1 ) Front or Street Side Yard. Not lèss than twenty feet (20') provided, however, that no structure shall be 
located doser than forty-five feet (45') to the centerline of any public road, street or highway. 

(2) Side Yard. Minimum fîve feet (5'), except that in the case of a corner lot, the street side yard shall be 
the same as the front yard.. 

(3) Rear Yard. Twenty feet (20') minimum. 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of 
kennel animais shall be located at least fifty feet (50') from the front property Une, twenty feet (20') 
from any side or rear property line, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any 
exterior property line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any block 
or portion thereof in the same zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the re- 
quired front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the front yards of the such ga- 
rages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than ten feet (10'). Fur- 
ther, the permit and resource management department director may require a use permit if the réduc- 
tion might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

Notwithstanding the above, if a résidence is elevated to meet flood requirements, the space under- 
neath the structure may be utilized for a garage or carport if it will meet building codes, even if the 
ten foot ( 1 0') to twenty foot (20') setback cannot be met, subject to approval of administrative design 
review. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces and/or other cantilevered portions of structures, 
and similar architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum 
length of the projections shall not occupy more than one-third of the total length of the wall on which 
it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes or landing places may extend six feet (6') into any re- 
quired front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one (1) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of subsec- 
tion (f)(5) of this section. 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot; pro- 
vided, that such buildings shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear 
yard. Such accessory buildings shall not be located doser than ten feet ( 1 0') to the main buildings on 
adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent 
(30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained between the 
wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and from the main building on the same lot. Con- 
ventional pool accessory equipment (pump, filters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. 
Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. (Ord. No. 4973 § 5(d), 1 996; 
Ord. No. 3932.) 
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(g) Parking Requirements. 

(1) Residential. Not less than one (1) covered off-street parking space per dwelling unit. The require- 
ments for parking to be covered may be waived for single-family dwellings subject to the provisions 
of 26-86-0 10(k). 

(2) Any other use shall provide parking in accordance with the standards in Article 86. Second dwelling 
units are subject to the parking standards in Section 26-88-060. 

(h) Design Review. Design review approval shall be required in the manner provided in Article 82 for ail 
planned developments and condominiums featuring four (4) or more dwelling units, or as otherwise pro- 
vided herein.(Ord. No. 5711 § 7(Exh.H), § 8 (Exh.I),2007;Ord. No. 4927 §§ 1,6,8, 11, 1996;Ord.No. 
4643, 1993.) 
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Article 20. 
RI Low Density Residential District. 

Sec. 26-20-005. Purpose. 

Piirpose: to stabilize and protect the residential characteristics of the district and to promote and encourage a 
suitable environment for family iife. The RI district is intended for single-family homes in low density residen- 
tial areas, as provided in Section 2.2.1 of the gênerai plan, which are compatible with existing neighborhood 
character. It is aiso intended to implement the residential objective of adopted redevelopment plans where appli- 
cable. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-20-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) One (1 ) dwelling unit on permanent foundation per lot; 

(b) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-121 and approval of a zoning permit; 

(c) Small residential community care facility; 

(d) Accessory buildings and uses incidental and appurtenant to any permitted use; 

(e) One (1) second unit per lot, provided that ail criteria of Section 26-88-060 are met. Such criteria include, 
but are not limited to, setbacks and yard requirements; (Ord. No. 351 1.) 

(f) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten (1 G) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public health, fire services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(g) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain 
and similar food and fiber crops; 

(h) Small family day care; 

(i) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26- 
88-080; 

(j) Beekeeping; 
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(k) Housing Opportunity Type "C" projects that satisfy ail of the applicable requirements ofHousing Elément 
Policy HE-2q, including the design and development criteria set forth in Section (4)(d) of Policy HE-2q for 
Type "C" Housing Opportunity Areas. The design and development criteria set forth in Section 4 of Policy 
HE-2q for Type "C" Housing Opportunity Areas shall prevaii over any conflicting criteria specified below 
in Section 26-20-030. Compliance with Section 4 of Policy HE-2q for Type "C" Housing Opportunity Ar- 
eas shall be determined by the body prescribed in Section 5 of that Policy. Nothing herein shall limit the 
ability of the decision-making body to either deny or to apply conditions to the approval of a Housing Op- 
portunity Type "C" project; 

(I) Transitional housing subject to compliance with the requirements Housing Elément Policy HE-4p; 

(m) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(n) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in 
Section 26-88-130, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, forwhich 
notice, including a site plan and one (1) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at leastten (10) days priorto issuance ofthe permit and 
provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the 
event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(o) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-1 30. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty féet (80') in height are 
subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners 
and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance ofthe permit and provided that no 
appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the event of an ap- 
peal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(p) One (1) travel trailer per lot for use as temporary housing in accordance with Section 26-88-01 0(q) and 
provided that a travel trailer administrative permit is obtained and renewed annually; 

(q) One (1) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Sections 26-88-060 and 26C-325.1; 

(r) One (1) guest house per lot; 

(s) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion ofthe planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5429 § 4(a), (b), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5016 § 1(H), 1997; Ord. No. 4973 § 6(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-20-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) Planned developments and condominiums. Compatibility with adjacent development, unique characteris- 
tics, innovation, provision of amenities and the provision of housing which is affordable pursuant to the re- 
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quirements of Housing Elément Sections 3.1 and 3.1.1 are additional criteria which wiil Idc utilized in 
evaluating such development. Condominium conversion shall be subjectto the requirements of Housing 
Elément Policy HE-3i; 

(b) Country clubs and golf courses but not including miniature golf courses; 

(c) Public and private nonprofit elementary schools, junior high schools and collèges; 

(d) Churches; 

(e) Public playgrounds, parks, community centers, libraries, muséums and similar uses and buildings; 

(f) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not 
otherwise exempt by state law; 

(g) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(h) Large residential community care facility; 

(i) Day care center; 

(j) Housing Opportunity Area Type "C" projects based on alternative design and development criteria to those 
set forth in Sections (4)(d) and (4)(e) of Housing Elément Policy HE-2g for Type "C" Housing Opportu- 
nity Areas, or, as applicable. Section 26-20-030. A use permit for such project shall not be approved unless 
the project meets ail other requirements of Policy HE-2g for Type "C" projects. The decision-making body 
shall be as specified in Policy HE-2q for Type "C" Housing Opportunity Areas. Nothing herein shall limit 
the ability of the decision-making body to either deny or to apply conditions to the approval of a Housing 
Opportunity Type "C" project; 

(k) Infïll development subject to the requirements of Housing Elément Policy HE-2b; 

(1) Intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(m) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(n) Small-scale homeless shelters serving ten (10) persons or less, subject to design review; 

(o) Live/work uses in conjunction with an otherwise allowed residential use subject to the requirements of Sec- 
tion 26-88-122; 
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(p) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to tiiose uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5429 § 4(b)(c), 2003; Ord. 
No. 4973 § 6(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-20-030. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Residential density shall be between one (1) and six (6) units per acre as shown in the gênerai plan land use 
or housing élément or that density permitted by a "B" combining district. Ail residential projects shall be 
designed to meet the minimum density requirements shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or on the 
sectional district maps, whichever is more restrictive, provided, however, that a lesser density may be ap- 
proved if the body deciding the application détermines that such a réduction in density is necessary to miti- 
gate a particular significant effect on the environment and that no other spécifie mitigation measure or al- 
ternative would provide a comparable lessening of the significant impact. Nothing set forth in this section 
shall be construed to prohibit the construction of one (1) single-family dwelling on a single lot of record. 

For a Housing Opportunity Area Type "C" project which meets ail of the requirements of Sections 26-88- 
120 and 26-88-122, or where a use permit for such project is approved pursuant to Section 26-20-020(k), 
the permitted residential density may be increased to a maximum of eleven (11) dwelling units per acre. 

(b) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-five feet (35') for the main building and fifteen feet (15') for accessory buildings, provided that 
additional height may be permitted if a use permit is first secured. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. Six thousand (6,000) square feet. 

(d) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width required within each lot is sixty feet (60'). 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Forty percent (40%). Lot coverage may be waived by the planning director for 
swimming pools. (Ord. No. 3932.) 

(f) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is 
zoned AR or designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-040(g). 

(1) Front Yard. Not less than twenty feet (20'); provided, however, that no structure shall be located 
doser than forty-five feet (45') to the centerline of any public road, street or highway. 
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(2) Side Yard. Not less than fîve feet (5') except where the side yard abuts a street in which case such 
yard shall be the same as the front yard. 

(3) Rear Yard. Not less than twenty feet (20'). 

(4) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any 
exterior property line, except that where twenty-fîve percent (25%) or more of the lots on any block 
or portion thereof in the same zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the re- 
quired front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the front yards of garages or car- 
ports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than ten feet (10'). Further, the 
permit and resource management department director may require a use permit if the réduction might 
resuit in a traffic hazard. 

Notwithstanding the above, if a résidence is elevated to meet flood requirements, the space under- 
neath the structure may be utilized for a garage or carport if it will meet building codes, even if the 
ten foot (10') to twenty foot (20') setback cannot be met, subject to approval of administrative design 
review. 

(5) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces and/or other cantilevered portions of structures, 
and similar architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum 
length of the projections shall not occupy more than one-third of the total length of the wall on which 
it is located. Uncoyered porches, fire escapes or landing places may extend six feet (6') into any re- 
quired front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(6) Where twenty-fîve percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one (1) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots, subject to the restrictions of sub- 
section (f)(4) of this section. 

(7) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot; pro- 
vided, that such buildings shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear 
yard. Such accessory buildings shall not be located doser than ten feet ( 1 0') to the main buildings on 
adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent 
(30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained between the 
wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and from the main building on the same lot. Con- 
ventional pool accessory equipment (pump, filters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. 
Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. (Ord. No. 3932.) 

(g) Parking Requirements. Not less than one ( 1 ) covered off-street parking space for each dwelling unit. The 
requirement for parking to be covered may be waived for single-family dwellings subject to the provisions 
of 26-86-010 (k). Second dwelling units are subject to the parking standards in Section 26-88-060. 

(h) Where planned developments and condominiums are proposed, dwelling units may be attached; common 
walls will be pennitted. The lot size, coverage and setback requirements of subsections (a) through (g) of 
this section shall not apply to thèse planned developments and condominiums. (Ord. No. 57 1 1 § 8 (Exh. I), 
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2007; Ord. No. 5569 § 12, 2005; OrdNo. 5429 § 4(d), 2003; Ord. No. 5009 § 1(C), 1997; Ord. No. 4973 
§ 6(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4927 § 1, 4, 6, 9, 1 1, 1996; Ord. No. 4839 § 1(B), 1994; Ord. No. 4837 § 1(A), 
1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 22. 
R2 Médium Density Residential District. 

Sec. 26-22-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to préserve as many of the désirable characteristics of one-family residential districts as pos- 
sible while permitting higher densities, and to implement the provisions for médium density residen- 
tial development in Section 2.2.1 of the gênerai plan. To implement the residential objectives of 
adopted redevelopment plans, where applicable. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-22-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Dwelling units on permanent foundations in accordance with the residential density shown in 
the gênerai plan land use élément or that density permitted by a B combining district, whichever 
is more restrictive; 

(b) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 1 2 1 and approval of a zoning 
permit; 

(c) Small residential community care facility; 

(d) Accessory buildings and uses incidental and appurtenant to the primary use; 

(e) One second dwelling unit per lot, provided that ail criteria of Section 26-88-060 are met. Such 
criteria include, but are not limited to, setbacks and yard requirements; (Ord. No. 35 il.) 

(f) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning 
Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this 
property if a written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is 
posted on the property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal 
pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person, and provided that 
approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, build- 
ing inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held 
pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(g) Small family day care; 

(h) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in 
Section 26-96-080; 

(i) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, 
hay, grain and similar food and fiber crops; 

(j) Beekeeping; 
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(k) Housing Opportun ity Area Type "A" projects that satisfy ail of the applicable requirements of 
Housing Elément Policy HE-2q, including the design and development criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion (4)(d) of Policy HE-2q for Type "A" Housing Opportunity Areas located in urban residen- 
tial, six (6) to twelve (12) dwelling units per acre, areas depicted on the gênerai plan land use 
maps. The design and development criteria set forth in Section 4 of Policy HE-2q for such Type 
"A" Housing Opportunity Areas shall prevail over any conflicting criteria specifled below in 
Section 26-22-030. Compliance with Section 4 of Policy HE-2g for such Type "A" Housing 
Opportunity Areas shall be determined by the body prescribed in Section 5 of that policy. Noth- 
ing herein shall limit the ability of the décision making body to either deny or to apply condi- 
tions to the approval of such a Housing Opportunity Type "A" project; 

(1) Transitional housing subject to compliance with the requirements of Housing Elément Policy 
HE-4p; 

(m) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in 
Section 26-88-130; 

(n) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26-88-130, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environ- 
mental review, for which notice, including a site plan and one ( 1 ) élévation with dimensions for 
such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the pemiit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26- 
92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the 
project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(o) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-1 30. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty 
feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is 
mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days 
prior to issuance of the pennit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has 
been received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project 
shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(p) One (1) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Sections 26-88-060 and 26C-325.1; 

(q) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and 
compatible nature to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 
5429 § 4(a) , 2003; Ord. No. 4973 § 6(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-22-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Use permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) Planned developments and condominiums. Compatibility with adjacent development, unique 
characteristics, innovation, provision of amenities and the provision of housing which is 
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affordable pursuant to the requirements of Housing Elément Sections 3 . 1 and 3.1.1 to very low 
and low income households are additional criteria which will be utilized in evaluating siich 
development. Condominiiim conversion shall be subject to the requirements of Housing 
Elément Policy HE-3i. The lot size, coverage and yard requirements of Section 26-22-030 shall 
not apply to planned developments or condominiums; 

(b) Mobile home parks and recreational vehicle parks combined therewith, subject to the provisions 
of Article 88; 

(c) Noncommercial clubs and lodges, country clubs and golf courses, but not including miniature 
golf courses; 

(d) Public and private nonprofit elementary schools, junior high schools and collèges; 

(e) Churches; 

(f) Public playgrounds, parks, community centers, libraries, muséums and similar uses and build- 
ings; 

(g) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution Unes and télécommunica- 
tion facilities excepted) including, but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping sta- 
tions, téléphone exchanges, small power stations, transformer stations, fïre and police stations 
and training centers, service yards and related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the crite- 
ria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(h) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power 
development purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(i) Large residential community care facility; 

(j) Day care center; 

(k) Housing Opportunity Area Type "A" projects based on alternative design and development cri- 
teria to those set forth in Section (4)(d) and (4)(e) of Housing Elément Policy HE-2g for Type 
"A" Housing Opportunity Areas located in urban residential, six (6) to twelve (12) dwelling 
units per acre, areas depicted on the gênerai plan land use maps, or, as applicable. Section 26- 
1 12 below. A use permit for such project shall not be approved unless the project meets ail 
other requirements of Policy HE-2g for such Type "A" projects. The decision-making body 
shall be as specified in Policy HE-2g for Type "A" Housing Opportunity Areas. Nothing herein 
shall limit the ability of the décision making body to either deny or to apply conditions to the 
approval of such a Housing Opportunity Type "A" project; 

(1) Closure, cessation of use or conversion of a mobile home park to an alternate land use provided 
that the criteria set forth in Section 26-92-090 are met; 
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(m) Intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(n) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a 
minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(o) Small-scale homeless shelters serving ten (10) persons or less, subject to design review; 

(p) Live/work uses in conjunction with an otherwise allowed residential use subject to the require- 
ments of Section 26-88-122; 

(q) Mobile home parks, subject to the provisions of Section 26-88-1 00 (Mobile home park stan- 
dards); 

(r) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and 
compatible nature to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 §§ 7, 1 0, 2005; Ord. 
No. 5429 § 4(c), 2003; Ord. No. 4973 § 6(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-22-030. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations 
of this chapter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of 
the gênerai plan and any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall 
supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Residential density shall be between six (6) and twel ve ( 1 2) units per acre as shown in the gên- 
erai plan land use or housing élément or that density permitted by a "B" combining district, 
whichever is more restrictive, provided however that a density bonus and further incentives 
may be granted subject to compliance with ail of the requirements of Section 26-88-121; and 
provided further that for a Housing Opportunity Area Type "A" project which meets ail of the 
requirements of Sections 26-88-130 and 26-88-122, or where a use permit for such project is 
approved pursuant to Section 26-22-020(k), the permitted residential density may be increased 
one hundred percent ( 1 00%) above the mapped désignation in the gênerai plan to a maximum 
of twenty-four (24) dwelling units per acre. Ail applications for a discretionary approval shall 
be designed to meet at a minimum, the density requirements shown in the gênerai plan land use 
élément or on the sectional district maps, whichever is more restrictive, provided however, that 
a lesser density may be approved if the body deciding the application détermines that such a ré- 
duction in density is necessary to mitigate a particular significant effect on the environment and 
that no other spécifie mitigation measure or alternative would provide a comparable lessening 
of the significant impact. Nothing set forth in this section shall be construed toprohibitthe con- 
struction of one (1) single-family dwelling on a single lot of record. 

(b) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-five feet (35 ') for main structures; provided, that where an R2 district abuts an RI 
or RR district, for each four feet (4') of building height in excess of fifteen feet (15') the 
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side yard setback shall be increased by one foot (1'). In ail cases, where the side yard 
abuts a nortli, northwesterly or northeasterly property Une and the proposed main building 
exceeds fifteen feet (15') in height the applicant shall submit at the time of application évi- 
dence to show that the proposed building shall not cast a shadow greater than ten percent 
(10%) of the solar collection absorption area on the adjacent lot at any one time between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p. m. on December 21st local standard time. (Ord. No. 
3292). 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this arti- 
cle and Section 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. Six thousand (6,000) square feet. 

(d) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width required within each lot is sixty feet 
(60'). 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Fifty percent (50%). 
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(f) Yard Requirements. The foUowing shall ^ply except that if the subject property adjoins land which 
is zoned AR or designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Sédition 26-88- 
040(g). 

(1) Front Yard. Not less than twenty feet (200 provided, however, that no structure shall be located 
doser than forty-five feet (45') from the centurion of any public road, street or higliway. Front 
yard requirements may be reduced up to five feet (50 in order to obtain an average of twenty feet 
(200- 

(2) Side Yard. Not iess than five feet (50 except where the side yard abuts a street in which case such 
yard shall be the same as a front yard. On lots where access is gained to an interior court by way 
of a side yard, or where an entrance to a building faces the sideline, the side yard shall be not less 
than ten feet (100- 

(3) Rear Yard. Not less than twenty feet (200- 

(4) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (200 from 
any exterior property line. 

(g) Parking Requirements. 

(1) Residential Use. 

(i) Not less than one (1) covered parking space f or each dwelling unit. 

(ii) Not less than one-half (1/2) uncovered guest paridng space for each dwelling unit in a garden 
apartment or dwelling group involving four (4) or more dwelling units. 

(iii) Developments containing nine (9) or more dwelling units shall provide an additional one-half 
(1/2) uncovered guest parking space for each dwelling unit having two (2) or more bedrooms. 

(iv) Second units are subject to the parking standards in Section 26-88-060. 

(2) Any other use shaU provide off-street parking in accordance with the standards established in 
Article 86. 

(h) Where planned developments and condominiums are proposed, dwelling units may be attached; common 
walls will be permitted. The lot size, coverage and setback requirements of this section shall not apply 
to thèse planned developments and condominiums. 

(i) Development standards for dwelling groups and/or multifamily structures involving four (4) or more 
dwelling units. 

(1) Ail utility distribution facilities (including but not limited to electric, commimication and cable 
télévision lines) installed in and for the purpose of supplying service to any residential deveiopment 
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shall be piaced underground, except equipment appurtenant to underground facilities, such as Sv 

surface-mounted transformers, pedestal-mounted terminal boxes and meter cabinets, and concealed 
ducts. The subdivider is responsible for complying wîth the requirements of this section, and shall 
make the necessary arrangements with the utility companies involved for the installation of such 
facilities. 

(2) Landscaping shall be provided and perpetually maintained in ail required yards. 

(3) Installation of improvements to assure adéquate drainage shall be required. 

(4) Ali refuse collection areas shall be enclosed on at least three (3) sides by a five-foot (5') high wall, 
such wall to be constructed of masoniy or other matehal as specifically approved by the director 
of planning. Aitemate metfaods of refuse storage and screening thereof may be approved by the 
planning director. 

(5) To the extent possible ail off-street parking areas shall be screened from view of surrounding 
résidents by a fence not less than four feet (40 in height, or by iandscape materials having a 
normal two (2) year growth of not less than four feet (40 in height 

(6) Ail points of vehicular access and vehicular circulation to and from off-street parking areas, and 
driveways onto public rights of way, shall be ^proved by the director of public works. 

(7) AU off-street parking areas shall be paved with asphalt or équivalent and shall conf orm to the off- 
street parking design standards of Article 86. 

(8) Public utilities and easements therefor shall be provided as required by applicable public utilities 
and agencies. 

(9) The placement of main buildings on any lot or parcel of land in the R2 (médium density 
residential) district shall confonn to the following: 

(i) Parallel buildings front to front or arranged around an open court: thirty-five feet (350 for 
one (1) story buildings or forty feet (400 for two (2) story buildings. Driveways shall not 
be located within the building séparation. 

(ii) Parallel buildings front to rear or front to side: twenty feet (200 for one (1) story buildings 
or twenty-five feet (250 for two (2) story buildings. 

(iii) Parallel buildings rear to rear or rear to side: fîfteen feet (150 for one (1) story buildings plus 
two and one-half feet (2 1/20 for each additional story of each building in excess of one (1) 
story. 

(iv) Parallel buildings side to side: ten feet (100 for one (1) story buildings plus two and one-half 
feet (2 1/20 for each additional story of each building in excess of one (1) story. No entries 
shall be pennitted for such séparation between building piaced side to side. 
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(v) For obliquely aligned buildings, the distances hereinbefore specified may be decreased by five 
feet (5') at one building corner if increased by an equal or greater distance at the other corner. 

( 1 G) The placement of garages and nondwelling accessory buildings on any lot or parcel ot land in the R2 
(médium density residential) district shall conform to the following: 

(i) On the rear third of an interior or corner lot, the side yard and rear yard shall be not less than 
three feet (3') in width. In the case of a corner lot, ail buildings shall observe the required side 
yard on the street side. 

(ii) On any lot where the garage- opens directly to a street, same shall be set back not less than 
twenty feet (20') from the property line. 

(iii) The distance between main buildings and nondwelling accessory buildings shall be not less than 
eight feet (8'). 

(11) In developments of more than eight (8) units, a landscaped, unified usable open recreational and lei- 
sure area totaling at least three hundred (300) square feet for each dwelling unit is required. The areas 
shall be conveniently located and readily accessible to each dwelling unit. 

( 1 2) The following areas shall not be considered as contributing to required recreational and leisure areas: 

(i) Any required front, side or rear yard; 

(ii) Any area used for parking or vehicular circulation; 

(iii) Areas reserved for private family use, such as patios. 

(j) Design Review. Design review and site plan approval shall be required for ail dwelling groups and apart- 
ment developments featuring four (4) or more dwelling units in the manner provided in Article 82 or as 
otherwise provided in this chapter. (Ord. No. 5009 § 1(C), 1997; Ord. No. 4973 § 6(e), 1996; Ord. No. 
4839 § 1(C), 1994; Ord. No. 4837 § 1(B), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 24. 

R3 High Density Residential District. 

Sec. 26-24-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to implement Section 2.2. ] of the gênerai plan by reserving appropriately located areas for family liv- 
ing in a variety of dweliing types at a reasonabie range of population densities consistent with sound standards of 
public heaith and safety; to préserve as many of the désirable characteristics of one-family residential districts as 
possible while permitting higher densities; and to ensure adéquate light, air, privacy and open space for each 
dweliing unit. To implement the residential objectives of adopted redevelopment plans where applicable. (Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-24-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Dweliing units on permanent foundation in accordance with the residential density shown in the gênerai 
plan land use clément or that permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive; 

(b) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-12 1 and approval of a zoning permit; 

(c) Small residential community care facility; 

(d) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the primary use; 

(e) One (1 ) second dweliing unit per lot, provided that ail criteria of Section 26-88-060 are met. Such criteria 
include, but are not limited to, setbacks and yard requirements; (Ord. No. 35 1 J .) 

(f) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten ( 1 G) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit," and no appeal pursuant to 
Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured 
from the following departments: sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building inspection and public works. 
In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(g) Small family day care; 

(h) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26- 
88-080; 

(i) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain 
and similar food and fiber crops; 

(j) Beekeeping; 
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(k) Housing Opportunity Area Type "A" projects that satisfy ail of the applicable requirements ot Hoiising 
Elément Policy HE-2g, including the design and development criteria set forth in Section (4)(d) of Policy 
HE-2g for Type "A" Housing Opportunity Areas located in urban residential, twelve (12) to twenty (20) 
dwelling units per acre, areas depicted on the gênerai plan land use maps. The design and development cri- 
teria set forth in Section 4 of Policy HE-2g for such Type "A" Housing Opportunity Areas shall prevail 
over any conflicting criteria specified below in Section 26-24-030. Compliance with Section 4 of Policy 
HE-2g for such Type "A" Housing Opportunity Areas shall be determined by the body prescribed in Sec- 
tion 5 of that policy. Nothing herein shall limit the ability of the decision-making body to either deny or to 
apply conditions to the approval of such a Housing Opportunity Type "A" project; 

(1) Transitional housing subject to compliance with the requirements of Housing Elément Policy HE-4p; 

(m) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(n) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in 
Section 26-88-130, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which 
notice, including a site plan and one (1) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and 
provided that no appeal pursuantto Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the 
event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(o) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are 
subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners 
and posted on the subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no 
appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the event of an ap- 
peal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section; 

(p) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. 5429 § 4(a), 2003; Ord. 4973 
§ 6(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-24-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) Planned developments and condominiums. Compatibility with adjacent development, unique characteris- 
tics, innovation, provision of amenities and the provision of housing which is affordable pursuantto the re- 
quirements of Housing Elément Sections 3.1 and 3.1.1 to very low and low income households are addi- 
tional criteria which will be utilized in evaluating such development. Condominium conversion shall be 
subject to the requirements of Housing Elément Policy HE-3i; 

(b) Mobile home parks and recreational vehicle parks combined therewith subject to the provisions of Article 
88; 
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(c) Noncommercial clubs and lodges, country clubs and golf courses, but not including miniature golf courses; 

(d) Public and private nonprofit elementary schools, junior high schools, high schools and collèges; 

(e) Churches; 

(f) Public playgrounds, parks, community centers, libraries, muséums and similar uses and buildings; 

(g) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities, 
excepted) including, but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not 
otherwise exempt by state law; 

(h) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(i) Large residential community care facility; 

()) Major médical facilities; (Ord. No. 1928.) 

(k) Housing Opportunity Area Type "A" projects based on alternative design and development criteria to those 
set forth in Section (4)(d) and (4)(e) of Housing Elément Policy HE-2g for Type "A" Housing Opportunity 
Areas located in urban residential, twelve ( 1 2) to twenty (20) units per acre, areas depicted on the gênerai 
plan land use maps, or, as applicable. Section 26-24-030. A use permit for such project shall not be ap- 
proved uniess the project meets ail other requirements of Policy HE-2g for such Type "A" projects. The 
decision-making body shall be as specified in Policy HE-2g for Type "A" Housing Opportunity Areas. 
Nothing herein shall limit the ability of the decision-making body to either deny or to apply conditions to 
the approval of such a Housing Opportunity Type "A" project; 

(I) Day care center; 

(m) Closure, cessation of use or conversion of a mobile home park to an altemate land use, provided that the 
criteria set forth in Section 26-92-090 are met; 

(n) Intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(o) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(p) Small-scale homeless shelters serving ten (1 0) persons or less, subject to design review; 
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(q) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a siniilar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5429 § 4(c), 2003; Ord. No. 4973 § 6(b), (c), 1996; 
Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-24-030. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. PoJicies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Residential density shall be between twelve (12) and twenty (20) units per acre as shown in the gênerai 
plan land use or housing élément or that density permitted by a "B" combining district, whichever is more 
restrictive, provided however that a density bonus and further incentives may be granted subject to compli- 
ance with ail of the requirements of Article 89; and provided further that for a Housing Opportunity Area 
Type "A" project which meets the requirements of Article 89, the permitted residential density may be in- 
creased one hundred percent ( 1 00%) above the mapped désignation in the gênerai plan to a maximum of 
thirty (30) dwelling units per acre. AU applications for a discretionary approval shall be designed to meet, 
at a minimum, the density requirements shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or on the sectional dis- 
trict maps, whichever is more restrictive, provided however, that a lesser density may be approved if the 
body deciding the application détermines that such a réduction in density is necessary to mitigate aparticu- 
lar significant effect on the environment and that no other spécifie mitigation measure or alternative would 
provide a comparable lessening of the significant impact. Nothing set forth in this section shall be con- 
strued to prohibit the construction of one (1 ) single-family dwelling on a single lot of record. 

(b) Maximum Building Height. 

(1) Thirty-five feet (35') or two (2) stories, whichever is less, provided, that no detached accessory struc- 
ture shall be permitted to exceed one (1) story; 

(2) Three (3) story construction may be allowed, subject to design review approval, provided it does not 
exceed forty feet (40') in height, for: (a) Housing Opportunity Area Type "A" projects; and (b) in 
projects where the majority of résident parking is provided as tuck-under (podium-style) ground floor 
parking. 

(3 ) Notwithstanding subsections (b)( 1 ) and (b)(2) of this section, where an R3 district abuts on an R 1 or 
RR district, the height of any building within thirty feet (30') of the RI or RR district shall not exceed 
thirty feet (30'). If any structure within the thirty-foot (30') distance is provided as two (2) stories, the 
second floor shall be set back at least five feet (5') more than the first floor, in order to reduce impacts 
related to bulk, height, mass, and loss of solar access on neighboring properties. 

(4) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. Six thousand (6,000) square feet. 
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(d) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width within each lot is eighty feet (80'). 

(e) Lot Coverage. 

( 1 ) Not more than sixty percent (60%) of the total lot area shall be devoted to main and accessory build- 
ings. The remaining lot area shall be devoted to landscaping, lawns, private yard spaces, play or rec- 
reational areas, and open parking and access areas. 

(2) The décision maker may approve a ten percent (1 0%) increase in lot coverage where it is found that 
due to efficient land utilization, sufficient open areas and récréation areas are provided on site. 

(f) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is 
zoned AR or designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-040(f). 

( I ) Front Yard. Not less than fifteen feet (15') provided, however, that no structure shall be located doser 
than forty-five feet (45') to the centerline of any public or private road, street or highway. Setbacks 
may be reduced up to five feet (5') in order to attain an average of fifteen feet (15'). Unenclosed front 
porches may extend up to ten feet (10') into the required front yard setback provided that adéquate 
sight distance is maintained froni driveways, alleys or roads. 

(2) Side Yard. Not less than five feet (5') except where the side yard abuts a public street, in which case 
such yard shall be fifteen feet ( 1 5') to the edge of the right-of-way. On lots where access is gained to 
an interior court by way of a side yard, or where an entrance to a building faces the side line, said side 
yard shall be not less than ten feet (1 0'). 

(3) Rear Yard. Not less than ten feet (10'). 

(4) Garage Setback. No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet 
(20') from any exterior property line. 

(g) Parking Requirements. Parking shall be provided as set forth in Section 26.86.010, Required parking. 

(h) Where planned developments and condominiums are proposed, dwelling units may be attached; common 
walls will be permitted. The lot size and setback requirements of this section shall not apply to planned de- 
velopments and condominiums. 

(i) Additional Development Standards. 

( 1 ) For dwelling groups and/or multifamily structures involving four (4) or more dwelling units, ail util- 
ity distribution facilities (including but not limited to electric, communication and cable télévision 
lines) installed in and for the purpose of supplying service to any residential development shall be 
placed underground, except equipment appurtenant to underground facilities, such as surface- 
mounted transformers, pedestal-mounted terminal boxes and meter cabinets, and concealed ducts. 
The developer is responsible for complying with the requirements of this section, and shall make the 
necessary arrangements with the utility companies involved for the installation of the facilities. 
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(2) Landscaping shall be provided and perpétuai ly maintained in ail required yards for the life of the Pro- 
ject. 

(3) Adéquate drainage shall be required. 

(4) Ail refuse collection areas shall be enclosed on at least three (3) sides by a five-foot (5') high wall, 
such wall to be constructed of masonry or other material as specifically approved by design review. 
Alternate methods of refuse and recycling storage and screening thereof may be approved by the di- 
rector. 

(5) To the extent possible, ail off-street parking areas shall be screened from view of surrounding rési- 
dents by a fence not less than four feet (4') in height, or by landscape materials having a normal 
growth of not less than four feet (4') in height. 

(6) Ail points of vehicular access and vehicular circulation to and from off-street parking areas and 
driveways and onto public rights of way shall be approved by the director of transportation and pub- 
lic Works. 

(7) Unless an alternative perméable treatment is approved by the director of transportation and public 
Works and design review, ail off-street parking areas shall be paved with asphalt or its équivalent, and 
shall conform to the off-street parking design standards of Article 86. Use of alternative perméable 
surfaces is strongly encouraged wherever feasible in order to maintain or enhance groundwater ab- 
sorption and recharge. 

(8) Public utilities and easements therefore shall be provided as required by applicable public utilities 
and agencies. 

(9) Main buildings shall be placed such that privacy issues are minimized. Building-to-building window 
placement shall be staggered, or otherwise designed to provide adéquate privacy between the units, as 
determined by design review. 

( 1 0) Open/Recreational Space Requirement. In developments of four (4) or more rental units on a single 
lot, a landscaped, usable open recreational and leisure area, totalingat least two hundred (200) square 
feet for each dwelling unit, shall be provided except that for projects limited to seniors, at least one 
hundred fîfty (1 50) square feet of landscaped, usable open area shall be provided for each dwelling 
unit. Such areas shall be conveniently located and readily accessible to each dwelJing unit, as deter- 
mined by the décision maker. Private open space areas (i.e., patios and balconies) may be considered 
for up to fifty percent (50%) of the required open recreational and leisure area. 

The following areas shall not be considered as contributing to the recreational and leisure areas re- 
quired above: 

(i) Any required front or side yard; 

(ii) Any paved (non-permeable) area used for parking or vehicular circulation; 
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(iii) Any area with a dimension of less than six feet (6'). 

(j) Design Review. Design review approvai siiali be required for ail dwelling groups, apartments, and 
siniiiar residentiai developments featuring four (4) or more dwelling units, prior to issuance of a 
building permit. (Ord. No. 5569 § 4, 2005: Ord. No. 5009 § 1(D), 1997; Ord. No. 4973 § 6(f), 1996; 
Ord. No. 4839 § 1(D), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 26. 
PC Planned Coitimunity District. 

Sec. 26-26-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to implement the provisions of Section 2.3 of tiie gênerai pian iand use élément wliicli provide for 
mixed residential and commercial use and to implement the provisions of Section 2.2 of the gênerai plan. To 
implement the objectives of adopted redevelopment plans within redevelopment project areas in the gênerai 
plan. Planned communities are intended to allow diversification in the relationship of varions uses, buildings, 
structures, lot sizes and open spaces while insuring substantial compliance with adopted gênerai plans and with 
the intent of this ordinance in requiring adéquate standards necessary to satisfy requirements of public health, 
safety and gênerai welfare. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-26-010. Application. 

(a) Applications to rezone lands to planned community shall be accompanied by a preliminary development 
plan that meets the requirements of Section 26-26-020. 

(b) Except for uses permitted by Section 26-26-030, applications for building and zoning permits and the Iand 
division approvals required by the Sonoma County subdivision ordinance shall be preceded by the ap- 
proval of a précise development plan that meets the requirements of Section 26-26-040. 

(c) The précise development plan shall be noticed, heard and determined by the planning commission or the 
board of supervisors in the manner provided for use permits in Article 92. (Ord. No. 3708.) 

(d) The sectional district maps for planned community districts shall reflect the preliminary development plan 
by showing: 

(1) The précise areas and anticipated square footage of commercial use, where applicable; 

(2) The précise areas and number of résidences, where applicable; 

(3) A référence to any resolution of intent adopted by the planning commission or board of supervisors at 
the time of recommendation or adoption of the sectional district maps. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-26-020. Preliminary development plan. 

The preliminary development plan shall be a graphie représentation of the applicant's intended development 
showing: 

(a) The entire proposed planned community; 

(b) If used in the limited commercial, limited commercial-traffic sensitive, or gênerai commercial Iand use 
category, the proposed Iand uses precisely divided between residential and commercial; 
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(c) A preliminary circulation pattern; 

(d) A preliminary site plan for ail residential areas including the size of each area; 

(e) The proposed number of dwelling units and size of each unit; 

(f) The anticipated square footage and building intensity for commercial development in each area; 

(g) The type and location of proposed public facilities located on site; 
(h) General delineation of those units to be constructed in progression; 
(i) Topography at contour intervais determined by the planning director; 

(j) The relationship of the planned community to its surroundings and the gênerai plan; 

(k) Other information deemed necessary by the planning director. Revision(s) to the preliminary development 
plan may be approved in the same manner as provided in Section 26-26-0 1 0(c) except that permit expira- 
tion provisions shall be automatically waived. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-26-030. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) One (1) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot provided that the lot contains not less than six 
thousand (6,000) square feet of area and is at least sixty feet (60') in width; 

(b) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-12 1 and approval of a zoning permit; 

(c) Small residential community care facility; 

(d) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten (1 0) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(e) Small family day care; 

(f) Large family day care, provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 
26-88-080; 
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(g) On iands designated as rural residential on the gênerai pian land use map, the following additional uses: 

(1) Raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one (1) of the following per twenty 
thousand (20,000) square feet of area: If tbe subject parcel is at least five (5) acres, additional 
animais may be approved by use permit pursuant to Section 26-26-040(a): 

(i) Five (5) hogs or pigs, 

(ii) One (1) horse, mule, cow or one (1) steer, 

(iii) Five (5) goais, sheep or similar animais, 

(iv) Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl, 

(v) Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais, 

(vi) 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are permiîted without limitation of parcel size; 
provided, that the parcel contains ai least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided 
fuither a letter of project authonzation is first submitted by the project advisor. The planning 
director may lequire the applicant to obtain a use permit when the director detemiines that 
the project might be detrimental to surrounding uses, 

(2) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrabs, plants, trees, flowers, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay 
grain and similar food and fiber crops. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not 
be permitted in the following afeas: 

(i) Within one hundred feet (1000 of the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(ii) Within fifty feet (500 of the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(iii) Within twenty-five feet (250 of the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors. 

Agricultural cultivation may be aliowed as set ont in subsections (g)(2)(i) through (iii) of this 
section upon approval of a management plan which includes appropriaie mitigations for potential 
érosion, bank stabilization and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the planning director 
or by use permit pursuant to Section 26-26-040(a). 

(3) Accessory buildings, and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory 
buildings may be constructed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary 
permitted use. On vacant parcels less than two (2) acres, accessory building may only be 
constructed if less than one hundred twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to an existing 
agricultural use. 
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(4) The indoor growing and harvestmg of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, WÊf 
grain and similar food and fiber crops, provided that the greenhouse or similar structure for indoor 
growing is less than eight hundred (800) square feet, 

(5) One (1) guest bouse per lot, 

(6) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria for such 
facilities in the RR district set forth in Section 26-88-130, 

(7) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria for 
such facilities in the RR district set forth in Section 26-88-130, and subject to approval of a zoning 
permit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a site plan and one (1) 
élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on 
the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no 
appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the event 
of an appeal, a hearing on the project shaU be held pursuant to the above section, 

(8) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (800 or less in height subject to the appli- 
cable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130. Facilities between forty feet (400 and eighty feet (800 
in height are subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to 
adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance 
of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from 
any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant 
to the above section, 

(9) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and 
conçatible nature to those uses described in subsection (g) of this section; 

(h) On lands designated as uiban residential on the gênerai plan land use map, the following additional uses: 

( 1 ) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, 
grain and similar food and fiber crops, 

(2) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria for such 
facilities in the RI district set forth in Section 26-88-130, 

(3) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria for 
such facilities in the RI district set forth in Section 26-88-130, and subject to approval of a zoning 
permit, including envirorunental review, for which notice, including a site plan and one (1) 
élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on 
the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no 
appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received firom any interested person. In the event 
of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section. 
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(4) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applica- 
ble criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in 
height are subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the per- 
mit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested 
person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section, 

(5) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compati- 
ble nature to those uses described in subsection (h) of this section; 

(i) On lands designated as limited commercial, limited commercial-traffic sensitive, or gênerai commercial on 
the gênerai plan land use map, the following additional uses: 

( 1 ) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subj ect to the applicable criteria for such facilities 
in the CO district set forth in Section 26-88-130, 

(2) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities fifty feet (50') or less 
in height subject to the applicable criteria for such facilities in the CO district set forth in Section 26- 
88-130, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which no- 
tice, including a site plan and one (1) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adja- 
cent property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the 
pennit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any inter- 
ested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above 
section, 

(3) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applica- 
ble criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in 
height are subject to approval of a ministerial zoning perniit for which notice is mailed to adjacent 
property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the per- 
mit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested 
person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section. 
(Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 4973 § 7(a) — (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-26-040. Uses permitted with précise development plan. 

Uses permitted with précise development plan ("précise development plan" is synonymous with "use perniit") 
include the following: 

(a) On lands designated as rural residential on the gênerai plan land use map, those uses permitted with a use 
permit in the RR district (Section 26-1 8-020), except 26-18-020(m); 

(b) On lands designated as urban residential on the gênerai plan land use map, those uses permitted with a use 
permit in the RI (low density residential), R2 (médium density residential), or R3 (high density residential) 
(Sections 26-20-020, 26-22-020 and 26-24-020 respectively) whichever is applicable; 
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(c) Golf courses, boarding of horses and commercial stables, and similar récréation facilities; 

(d) Accessory buildings and uses; 

(e) On lands designated as limited commercial, limited commercial - traffïc sensitive, or gênerai commercial 
on the gênerai plan land use map, the following uses, provided that they are necessary or désirable and are 
not detrimental to surrounding areas: 

( 1 ) Any generally recognized retail business which supplies commodities on the premises, such as gro- 
ceries, méats, dairy products, baked goods or other foods, drugs, dry goods, clothing, notions or 
hardware, 

(2) Any personal service establishment which performs services on the premises for persons residing in 
adjacent residential areas, such as shoe repair, dry cleaning, tailoring, beauty parlors, or barber shops, 
or any service establishment of an office-showroom or workshop nature, 

(3) Restaurants or other places serving foods or beverages, 

(4) Professional, administrative and gênerai business offices, 

(5) Gasoline service stations and minimarts, 

(6) Other similar commercial uses which the planning commission détermines are consistent with the 
provisions of Sections 2.3.1 and 2.3.2 of the gênerai plan land use élément, 

(7) Mixed Use Developments. Additional dwelling units for permanent occupancy as part of a mixed 
commercial/residential development, provided that the property is located within an urban service 
area as defmed in the gênerai plan and that the residential units complément and are compatible with 
an existing or proposed commercial use, subject to the provisions of Section 26-88-123, Mixed use 
developments or as defmed in an approved précise development plan. However, in no case shall the 
residential floor area in a mixed use development in the PC district exceed eighty percent (80%) of 
the total floor area of the development, 

(8) Litennediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than fifty feet (50') subject 
at a minimum to the applicable criteria for such facilities in the CO district set forth in Section 26-88- 
130, 

(9) Non-conmiercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a 
minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(10) hi designated urban service areas, SRO facilities, including those with more than thirty (30) SRO 
rooms, subject to the requirements of 26-88-125. 

(f) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
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small power stations, transfonner stations, fîre and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not 
otherwise exempt by state law; 

(g) Exploration and development of low température geothennal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(h) Day care center; 

(i) Large residential community care facility; 

(j) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88-122. Live/work uses shall not be pennitted in a mixed use development, SRO 
unit, or caretaker unit; 

(k) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 7 (Exh. F), 2007; Ord. No. 5569 §§ 5, 6, 7, 
2005; Ord. No. 4973 § 7(d), (e), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-26-050. Précise development plan. 

For uses and subdivisions not satisfying the minimum requirements of Section 26-26-030, a précise development 
plan (use permit) must précède the filing of an application for tentative map or zoning perniit. 

(a) The précise development plan shall be a précise, graphie and written représentation of the applicant's in- 
tended development describing: 



(1 
(2 
(3 
(4 
(5 
(6 
(7 
(8 
(9 



Location and description of ail buildings; 

Vehicular circulation; 

Pedestrian circulation; 

Parking; 

Topography at contour intervais determined by the planning director; 

Drainage plan; 

Building élévations; 

Landscaping and maintenance provisions therefore; 

Gross area, lot area and open areas calculated to the nearest tenth of an acre; 
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(10) Delineation of those subunits to be constructed in progression; 

(11) Signage; 

(12) Other infonnation deemed necessary by the planning director. 

(b) The maintenance of and perpétuai existence of required open areas shall be guaranteed by création of enti- 
ties and the imposition of real conditions, covenants and restrictions as required by county counsel. 

(c) In the event that a subdivision map is not required for approval of the entirety of any gênerai or précise 
plan of planned community, such approval shall not become effective until conveyances for any required 
public easements, streets, rights-of-way or other public areas shall hâve been filed with the county surveyor 
and accepted by the board of supervisors. Where any land is to be conveyed for public use, a title report is- 
sued by a title insurance company in the name of the owner of the land, issued to or for the benefît and pro- 
tection of the county of Sonoma showing ail parties whose consent is necessary and the nature of their in- 
terest therein, shall be filed with the conveyances of such land. 

Where public improvements are to be constructed or where improvements are to be made upon lands to be 
conveyed to the county of Sonoma, the landowner shall exécute and file an agreement between himself and 
the county providing for the installation of such improvements at the landowner' s cost and expense, and in 
accordance with the approved development improvement agreement and bonds provided for herein shall be 
considered in a like manner as are requirements upon improvement agreements and bonds under régula- 
tions for subdivisions. Such improvement agreement and bonds shall be deemed to include and cover the 
installation of landscaping and planting as required by an approved plan thereof whether such landscaping 
and planting shall be upon public or private lands. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-26-060. Residential density, building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Residential density for lands in residential land use catégories shall be as shown in the gênerai plan land 
use élément or that density permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive; provided, 
that a density bonus may be granted subject to compliance with ail of the requirements of Section 26-88- 
OlO(k). 

(b) Building Intensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site for lands in commercial land use 
catégories shall be detemiined by multiplying the maximum building height limit and the maximum lot 
coverage. The specified height or lot coverage limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if 
the maximum building intensity is not exceeded. 

(c) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-fi ve feet (3 5 ') subj ect to Section 26-26-060(b); 
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(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 
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(d) Minimum Lot Size. Six thousand (6,000) square feet or as indicaied on the approved précise develop- 
ment plan. 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. 

(1) Percentage. Thirty-five percent (35%) or as indicated on the approved précise development plan; 
provided, however, that for a mixed commercial and residential development, pursuant to Section 
26-26-040(e), the maximum lot coverage shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) subject to subsection 
(b) of this section. Lot coverage limitation may be waived by the planning director for swimming 
pools. (Ord. No. 3932.) 

(2) Building Mass. Whereas this section permits, in effect, single-family dwellings with no side yards 
between, there shall be no more than six (6) dwelling units nor a length of more than one hundred 
fîfity feet (1500, whichever is less, in any contiguous group or in any one building, unless 
specifically approved otherwise by the Sonoma County planning commission. 

(f) Yard Requirements. The following shall appîy except that if the subject property adjoins land which 
is zoned AR or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 
040(g). 

(1) Front Yard Required. Twenty feet (200 or as shown on the ^proved précise development plan, 
provided that no garage opening may be located doser than twenty feet (200 from any road, right- 
of-way or conunon driveway. A variation in setbacks shall be encouraged. 

(2) Side or Rear Yards Required. As required by Article 20 or as indicated on the approved précise 
development plan, provided that at least ten feet (100 must be maintained between ail detached 
buildings. 

(3) Spécial Yards Required for Dwelling Croups. According to the provisions of Section 26-24-030(i) . 

(g) Parking Reqmrements. 

(1) Residential. Garage space or paridng space. 

(i) Not less than (1) covered off-street parking space per dwelling unit. The requirements for 
covered parking may be waived for single-family dwellings if the lot on which die dwelling 
is to be piaced is of such size, shape or location that the areas devoted to automobile parking 
will be visuaily screened from adjacent lots and from the common roadway(s) serving the 
property, provided that site plan approval in accordance with Article 82 is fîrst secured. 

(ii) Multifamily Dwellings and Dwelling Groups. One (1) uncovered guest parking space per 
dwelling unit. 

(2) Any other use shall provide parking in accordance with the standards in Article 86. (Qrd. No. 4973 
§ 7(f), 1996; Ord. No. 4839 § 1(E), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 28. 

CO Administrative and Professional Office District. 

Sec 26-28-005. Piirpose. 

Purpose: to implement Section 2.3 of the gênerai plan by providing appropriaiely located areas for the 
development of administrative and professional office space together with landscaping and off-street parking 
facilities in locations within nrban service areas designated in the gênerai plan. To implement the commercial 
objectives of adopted redevelopment plans within redevelopment project areas in the gênerai plan. It is 
intended that the administrative, professional and hmited business office uses permitted in this district shall 
be designed and landscaped so as to be harmonious with adjacent residential uses. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-28-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Professional, administrative and gênerai business offices; 

(b) Médical and dental clinics and laboratories; 

(c) Financial offices, such as banks and savings and loan offices; 

(d) Accessory buildings and uses normally incidental and appurtenant to any permitted uses; 

(e) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a wiitten notice stadng 'The Sonoma County Planning 
Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property 
if a written appeal is not received with ten (10) days firom the date of this notice." is posted on the 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 
26-92-040 bas been received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from 
the following dq)arÈments: sheriff, public health, fîre services, building inspection and public works. 
In the event of an appeal a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(g) Beekeeping; 

(h) Atiached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 
26-88-130; 

(i) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities fifty feet (50') or less in 
height subject to the appHcable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(j) Noncommercial teleconamunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 
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(k) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated iirban service area or within two thou- 
sand flve hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(I) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-12] and approval of a zoning permit. (Ord. 
No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(r), 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 4973 § 8(a), 1996; 
Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-28-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit inciude the following: 

(a) One (1) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot, subject, at a minimum, to the following criteria 
and provided that no commercial use may be permitted unless the dwelling unit is removed or converted to 
another use in accordance with this district: 

(1 ) The property is not located within a redevelopment project area identified on the gênerai plan land 
use map, 

(2) The property has constraints or is of such a size as to make it infeasible to develop with the commer- 
cial uses allowed by zoning, 

(3) The unit compiles with setbacks, building heights and other standards of the applicable zoning district, 

(4) The unit meets other conditions which may resuit from the application review process; 

(b) One ( 1 ) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot, if compatible with and secondary to an existing or 
proposed commercial use, and provided that the property has not otherwise been developed with a dwelling 
unit; 

(c) Mixed Use Developments. Additional dwelling units for permanent occupancy as part of a mixed commer- 
cial/residential development, provided that the property is located within an urban service area as defmed 
in the gênerai plan and that the residential units complément and are compatible with an existing or pro- 
posed commercial use, subject to the provisions of Section 26-88-123, Mixed use developments; 

(d) Churches; 

(e) Public playgrounds, parks, community centers, libraries, muséums and similar uses and buildings; 

(f) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2s and which are not 
otherwise exempt by state law; 

(g) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 
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(h) Major médical facilities; 

(i) Commercial planned developments and commercial condominiums. Compatibility and provision of ameni- 
ties shall be required and unique characteristics, design innovation and creativity shail be additionai criteria 
utiiized in evaiuating sucii development. The minimum lot size and required yards of Section 26-28-030 
shall not apply to such development. Conversions of existing buildings to commercial condominium or 
commercial planned development may be accomplished by use permit waiver pursuant to Section 26-28- 
OlO(g) and applicable Sections of Chapter 25 of this code; 

(j) Day care center; 

(k) Large residential community care facility; 

(1) Gymnasiums, health clubs, spas and similar uses; 

(m) Veterinary clinics; 

(n) Intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than fifty feet (50') in height, 
subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(o) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(p) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(q) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88-122. Live/work uses shall not be permitted in a mixed use development, SRO 
unit, or caretaker unit; 

(r) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 §§ 5, 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(q), 2003; Ord. No. 
4973 § 8 (b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-28-030. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Building Intensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be detemiined by multiplying 
the maximum building height limit and the maximum coverage of the lot in square feet. This specified 
height or lot coverage limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building 
intensity is not exceeded. 
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(b) Maximum Building Height. 

(1) Thirty-fîve feet (35'), provided, however, that additional height may be permitted subject to 
subsection (a) of this section. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and 
Section 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. 

(1) Where both public sewer and public water services are provided or where public seiwer service 
alone is provided, eight thousand (8,000) square feet; 

(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one (1) acre; 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one and one-half (1.5) 
acres. 

(d) Maximum Lot Coverage. Rfty percent (50%) provided, however, that additional coverage may be 
permitted subject to subsection (a) of this section. 

(e) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which 
is zoned AR or is designated as agiicultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 
(HO(g). 

(1) Front Yard. Not less than fifteen feet (150 provided, however, that no structure shall be located 
doser than forty-five feet (450 to the centerline of any pubhc or private road, street or highway. 

(2) Side Yard. Not less than five feet (50 or fifty percent (50%) of the building height, whichever is 
greater. 

(3) Rear Yard. Not less than ten feet (100 or fifty percent (50%) of the building height, whichever 
is greater. 

(f) Parking Spaces. Parking shall be provided in accordance with the standards established in Article 86. 

(g) Design Review. Design review approval shall be required for ail permitted uses or as otherwise provided 
herein in the manner provided in Article 82. (Ord. No. 4973 § 8(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 30- 

Cl Neîghborhood Commercial District 

Sec 26-30-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to implement Sections 23.1. and 232 of the gênerai plan land use élément by providing areas which 
peimit vaiious retail business, service and professional activités in rural neighborfaoods and within urban 
service areas. The neighborfaood conmiercial district is also intended to implement the objectives of adopted 
redevelopment plans within redevelopment project areas in the gênerai plan. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-30-010. Peimitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the foDowing: 

(a) Neighborhood retail businesses which supply household commodities on the premises such as groceries, 
méats, daiiy products, baked goods or other foods, dnigs, notions or hardware; personal service 
establishments which perform services on the premises for persons residing in adjacent residential areas 
such as shoe repair, dry cleaning shops, tailor shops, beauty parlors, baiber shops and the like. AU retail 
saies and service uses shall be conducted entirely within a building; 

(b) Restaurants; 

(c) Financial institutions such as banks and savings and loan offices, provided the facility is limited to five 
thousand (5,000) square feet of gross floor area; 

(d) Professional, administrative and gênerai business offices; 

(e) Accessory buildings and uses normally incidental to any permitted use. This shall not be construed as 
permitting any commercial use or occupation other than those specifically permitted; 

(f) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 
26-88-070; (Ord. No. 3805.) 

(g) Small family day care; 

(h) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning 
Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property 
if a written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 
26-92-040 has been received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from 
the following departments: sheriff, public health, fîre services, building inspection and public works. 
In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 
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(i) Large faniily day care, provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 
26-88-080; 

(j) Sniall residential commun ity care facility; 

(k) Beekeeping; 

(I) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(m) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities fifty feet (50') or less in 
height subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(n) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(o) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(p) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord No. 5435 § 2(t), 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 
4973 § 8(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-30-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the foUowing: 

(a) One ( 1 ) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot, subject, at a minimum, to the following criteria 
and provided that no commercial use may be permitted unless the dwelling unit is removed or converted to 
another use in accordance with this district: 

(1) The property is not located within a redevelopment project area identified on the gênerai plan land 
use map, 

(2) The property has constraints or is of such a size as to make it infeasible to develop with commercial 
uses allowed by zoning, 

(3) The unit compiles with setbacks, building heights and other standards of the applicable zoning dis- 
trict, 

(4) The unit meets other conditions which may resuit from the application review process; 
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(b) One (1 ) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot, if compatible with and secondary to an existing or 
proposed commercial use, and provided that the property has not otherwise been deveioped with a dwelling 
unit; 

(c) Mixed Use Developments. Additional dwelling units for pemianent occupancy as part of a mixed commer- 
cial/residential development, provided that the property is located within an urban service area as defined 
in the gênerai plan and that the residential units complément and are compatible with an existing or pro- 
posed commercial use, subject to the provisions of Section 26-88-123, Mixed use developments; 

(d) Gasoline service stations and minimarts; (Ord. No. 3615.) 

(e) Restaurants serving alcohol, takeout food, bars, cocktail lounges; 

(f) Noncommercial clubs and lodges; 

(g) Art, craft, music and dancing schools; 

(h) Business, professional or trade schools and collèges; 

(i) Churches; 

(j) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are 
not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(k) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes, provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(1) Large residential community care facility; 

(m) Major médical facilities; 

(n) Outdoor vendors; (Ord. No. 3348.) 

(o) Commercial planned developments and commercial condominiums. Compatibility and provision of ameni- 
ties shall be required and unique characteristics, design innovation and creativity shall be additional criteria 
utilized in evaluating such development. The lot size and required yards of Section 26-30-030 shall notap- 
ply to such development. Conversions of existing buildings to condominium or planned development may 
be accomplished by use permit waiver pursuant to Section 26-88-0 1 0(g) and applicable sections of Chapter 
25 of this code; (Ord. No. 3349.) 

(p) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 26- 
88-070; (Ord. No. 3805.) 
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(q) Day care center; 

(r) Veterinary clinics; 

(s) Intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than fifty feet (50') in height 
subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(t) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(u) One ( 1 ) bed and breakfast inn, containing not more than five (5) guest rooms, established and maintained 
in conjunction with an existing or proposed commercial use on the property. The bed and breakfast inn 
shall be subject to Article 82 (Design Review) and Article 86 (Parking Régulation). Food sei-vice shall be 
limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and shall be subject to approval of the department of health 
services. Weddings, lawn parties or similar activities may be allowed if specifîcally authorized by the use 
permit. No outdoor amplified sound shall be pennitted at any time. No bed and breakfast inn shall include 
the use of more than one (1) single-family dwelling. No accessory structures shall be used for transient oc- 
cupancy; 

(v) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(w) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88- 1 22. Live/work uses shall not be pennitted in a mixed use development, SRO 
unit, or caretaker unit. 

(x) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. 

(y) Level 1 médical cannabis dispensaries, subject to the criteria in Section 26-88-126. (Ord. 5715 § 2, 2007; 
Ord. No. 5569 §§ 5, 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(u), 2003; Ord. No. 5265 § 1(1), 2001; Ord. No. 4973 
§ 8(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-30-030. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this chapter, 
and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and any 
applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Building Litensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be detemiined by multiplying 
the maximum building height limit and the maximum lot coverage. The specified height or lot coverage 
limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not ex- 
ceeded. 



26-163 (Revised 5-07) 



§ 26-30-030 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26-30-030 



(b) Maximum Building Height. 

(1 ) Thirty-fîve feet (35') provided, however, that additional height may be permitted subject to subsec- 
tion (a) of this section; 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. 

( 1 ) Where both public sewer and public water services are provided or where public sewer service alone 
is provided, eight thousand (8,000) square feet; 

(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one (1) acre; 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one and one-half acres. 

(d) Maximum Lot Coverage. Fifty percent (50%) provided that additional lot coverage may be permitted sub- 
ject to subsection (a) of this section. 

(e) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is 
zoned AR or designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-040(g). 

( 1 ) Front Yard. None, except where the frontage of a block is partially in an R district, in which case the 
front yard shall be the same as required in such R district. 

(2) Side Yard. None, except where the side of a lot abuts upon the side of a lot in an R district, in which 
case the side yard shall be not less than ten feet (10'). 

(3) Rear Yard. None, except where the rear of a lot abuts on an R district, in which case the rear yard 
shall be not less than ten feet (10'). 

(f) Parking Spaces. Parking shall be provided in accordance with the standards established in Article 86. 

(g) Design Review. Design review approval shall be required for ail permitted uses in the manner provided in 
Article 82. (Ord. No. 4973 § 8(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 32. 

C2 Retail Business and Service District. 

Sec. 26-32-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: the retail business and service district is intended to impiement tiie provisions of the gênerai pian, Sec- 
tion HJ-2.3.1 to provide areas whicii permit a fiiil range of retail goods and services for a residential and busi- 
ness community as a whole rather than a local neighborhood and to impiement the objectives of adopted rede- 
velopment plans within redevelopment project areas in the gênerai plan. This district provides for comparison 
retail shopping and direct consumer service uses which are usually sought on occasion, rather than daily. (Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-32-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Retail stores supplying commodities for résidents of the county such as bakeries, ice cream, grocery and 
liquor stores, newsstands, fumiture, hardware and appliance stores, department stores, stationery stores, 
sporting goods stores, pet shops, florist shops, automobile accessory stores and the like. Retail nurseries; 

(b) Repair and service uses such as laundry and dry cleaning establishments, barber shops, beauty parlors, shoe 
repair and tailor shops, photography studios, radio and TV repair shops, and the like; 

(c) Restaurants serving alcohol, bars, cocktail lounges; 

(d) Financial institutions such as banks and savings and loan offices, professional administrative and gênerai 
business offices; 

(e) Business, professional and trade schools or collèges; 

(f) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 26- 
88-070; (Ord. No. 3805.) 

(g) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning perniit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public heaith, flre services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(h) Small family day care; 

(i) Large family day care, provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 
26-88-080; 
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(i) Small residential community care facility; 

(k) Beekeeping; 

(I) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(m) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less, sub- 
ject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(n) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(o) One ( 1 ) bed and breakfast inn, containing not more than ten ( 1 0) guest rooms, subject to Article 82 (Design 
Review) and Article 86 (Parking Régulation). Food service shall be limited to breakfast served to inn 
guests only, and shall be subject to approval of the Sonoma County department of heaith services. No 
weddings, lawn parties or similar activities shall be allowed uniess specifically authorized by a use permit 
issued pursuant to Section 26-32-020. No outdoor amplifïed sound shall be allowed uniess specifically au- 
thorized by a use permit issued pursuant to Section 26-32-020. No bed and breakfast inn shall include the 
use of more than one (1) single-family dwelling and one (1) accessory structure for transient occupancy. 
No more than two (2) of the ten (1 0) guest rooms allowed by this section may be located in the accessory 
structure, if any. If an accessory structure is used for transient occupancy, the total floor area available for 
use by guests, including guest rooms and common areas, shall not exceed six hundred forty (640) square 
feet. There shall be no internai doorway or passage between the area available for use by guests and any 
remaining area of the accessory structure; 

(p) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(q) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5435 § 2(v), 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 
5265 § l(m), 2001; Ord. No. 4973 § 9(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-32-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

(a) One (1) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot subject, at a minimum, to the following criteria, 
and provided that no commercial use may be permitted uniess the dwelling unit is removed or converted to 
another use in accordance with this district. 

(1) The property is not located within a redevelopment project area identifled on the gênerai plan land 
use map, 

(2) The property has constraints or is of such a size as to make it infeasible to develop with the commer- 
cial uses allowed by zoning, 
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(3) The unit compiles with setbacks, building heights and other standards of the applicable zoning dis- 
trict, 

(4) The unit meets other conditions which may resuit from the application review process; 

(b) Mixed Use Developments. Additional dwelling units for pennanent occupancy as part of a mixed commer- 
cial/residential development provided that the property is located within an urban service area as defined in 
the gênerai plan and that the residential units complément and are compatible with an existing or proposed 
commercial use, subject to the provisions of Section 26-88-123, Mixed use developments; 

(c) Hotels, motels, churches, clubs and lodges; 

(d) Large residential community care facility; 

(e) Antique stores, second hand sales, auction studios; 

(f) Lidoor movie theaters; 

(g) New and used automobile sales, service and repair establishments; 
(h) Takeout food, live entertaimnent, amplified live music; 

(i) Gasoline service stations, car washes, public garages and minimarts; (Ord. No. 3615.) 

(j) Animal hospitals, veterinary clinics and kennels; 

(k) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transfomier stations, fîre and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are 
not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(1) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes, provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(m) Business support services including copying and printing; 

(n) Household goods rental store; 

(o) Outdoor vendors; (Ord. No. 3348.) 

(p) Commercial planned developments and commercial condominiums. Compatibility and provision of ameni- 
ties shall be required and unique characteristics, design innovation and creativity shall be additional criteria 
utilized in evaluating such development. The minimum lot size and required yards of Section 26-32-030 
shall not apply to such development. Conversions of existing buildings to commercial condominium or 
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commercial plamied development may be accomplished by use permit waiver pursuant to Section 26-88- 
OlO(g) and applicable Sections of Chapter 25 of this code; 

(q) Day care center; 

(r) Gymnasiums, health clubs, spas and similar uses; 

(s) Amplified live music; 

(t) Intermediate and maj or freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') 
in height, subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(u) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subj ect at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(v) Weddings, lawn parties or similar activities to be held at a bed and breakfast inn. Outdoor amplified sound 
may be allowed at thèse events only if specifically authorized by the use permit. 

(w) Small-scale homeless shelters serving up to ten (10) persons, subject to design review, within designated 
urban service areas. 

(x) Emergency homeless shelters with up to fïfty (50) beds, subject to design review, within designated urban 
service areas. 

(y) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(z) Li designated urban service areas, small single room occupancy (SRO) facilities, subject to the granting of 
a use permit and consistent with the provisions of Section 26-88-125; 

(aa) hi designated urban service areas, large single room occupancy (SRO) facilities of up to thirty (30) SRO 
rooms, subject to the granting of a use permit and consistent with the provisions of Section 26-88-125; 

(bb) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88-122. Live/work uses shall not be permitted in a mixeduse development, SRO 
unit, or caretaker unit; 

(ce) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. 

(dd) Level 1 médical cannabis dispensaries, subject to the criteria in Section 26-88-126. 



(Revised 5-07) 26-168 



• 



§ 26-32-020 SONOMA COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS § 26-32-030 



(ee) Within designated urban service àreas, Level 2 médical cannabis dispensaries, subject to the criteria in Sec- 
tion 26-88-126. (Ord. No. 5715 § 2, 2007; Ord. No. 5569 §§ 5, 6, 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(w), 2003; 
Ord. 5429 § 5, 2003; Ord. No. 5265 § l(n), 2000; Ord. No. 4973 § 9(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-32-030. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district wliich is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Building Litensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be determined by multiplying 
the maximum building height limit and the maximum coverage of the lot in square feet. The specified 
height or lot coverage limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building 
intensity is not exceeded. 

(b) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-five feet (3 5 ') provided, however, that the additional height may be permitted subj ect to sub- 
section (a) of this section. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(c) Maximum Lot Coverage. Fifty percent (50%) provided that additional coverage may be pennitted subj ect 
to subsection (a) of this section. 

(d) Minimum Lot Size. Eight thousand (8,000) square feet. 

(e) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is 
zoned AR or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 
040(g). 

( 1 ) Front Yard. None, except where the frontage in a block is partially in an R district, in which case the 
front yard shall be the same as required in such R district. 
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(2) Side Yard. None, except where the side of a lot abuts upon the side of a lot in an R district, in 
which case the side yard shall be net less than five feet (5')- 

(3) Rear Yard. None, except where the rear of a lot abuts on an R district, in which case the rear yard 
shall be not less than five feet (50- 

(4) The yard areas set forth in subsections (e)(l) through (3) of this section may be increased for 
propeities abutting certain roads classifîed as coUector or arterial in Sections CT-4.4 and CT-4.5 
of the Sonoma County gênerai plan or to accommodate any landscaping required pursuant to 
subsection of this section. 

(f) Parking Spaces. AU uses shall fumish parking as required by Article 86 of this chapter. 

(g) Design Review. Design review approval shall be required for ail permitted uses or as otherwise provided 
herein in the manner provided in Article 82. (Ord. No. 4973 § 9(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 34. 

C3 General Commercial District. 

Sec. 26-34-005. Purpose. 

Puipose: to implement the provisions of Section 2.3.1 of the gênerai plan by providing a location for 
Wholesale and heavy commercial uses and services necessary within the county which are not suited to other 
commercial districts. To implement the commercial objectives of adopted redevelopment plans within 
redevelopment projects areas in the gênerai plan. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-34-010. Permitted uses. 

Pennitted uses include the following: 

(a) Retail sales and service uses necessary to serve the C3 district, but not including those uses listed in 
Section 26-34-020; 

(b) New and used passenger vehicle, boat and recreational vehicle sales, rental and repair; 

(c) Truck, trailer and farm implement sales, including major repair facihties; 

(d) Tire sales, including recapping and retreading; 

(e) Machinery sales and rental; 

(f) Bakeries, creameries, soft drink bottling plants, laundries, cleaning and dying plants; 

(g) Cabinet shops; electrical, plumbing and heating shops; welding, sheetmetal and machine shops; 

(h) Wholesale warehouse uses; 

(i) Storage yards accessory to the uses listed in this section, not to exceed one hundred percent (100%) 
of the gross area of the main building; 

(j) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 
26-88-070; (Ord. No. 3805.) 

(k) Feed stores; 

(1) Surplus goods stores; 

(m) Fumiture, carpet, drapery and upholstery warehousing including incidental retail sales and service; 

(n) Paint and wallcovering stores; 
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(o) Garden supply stores; 

(p) New and used manufactured home sales; 

(q) Business equipment and supplies sales; 

(r) Automobile accessories, parts and equipment sales including installation; 

(s) Business support services including copying and printing, janitorial services and security services; 

(t) Household goods rental store; 

(u) Business equipment and furniture rentals; 

(v) Warehouses including mini-warehouses, moving and storage companies; 

(w) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public health, fire services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(x) Beekeeping; 

(y) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(z) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less, sub- 
ject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(aa) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(bb) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(ce) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5435 § 29(x), 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. 
No. 4973 § 9(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-34-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) One (1) dwelling unit on permanent foundations per lot subject, at a minimum, to the following criteria, 
and provided that no commercial use may be permitted unless the dwelling unit is removed or converted to 
another use in accordance with this district. 

(1) The property is not located within a redevelopment project area identified on the gênerai plan land 
use map, 

(2) The property has constraints or is of such a size as to make it infeasible to develop with the commer- 
cial uses allowed by zoning, 

(3) The unit complies with setbacks, building heights and other standards of the applicable zoning dis- 
trict, 

(4) The unit meets other conditions which may resuit from the application review process; 

(b) Reserved; 

(c) Animal hospitals, veterinary clinics and kennels; 

(d) Large and heavy merchandise sales, including machinery, hardware, lumber yards, building materials or 
landscape materials yards; 

(e) Truck terminais, gasoline service stations and associated uses; 

(f) Fuel yards, the bulk storage of flammable liquids; 

(g) Contractor's equipment storage or rental yards; 

(h) Outdoor sales yards, auction yards and flea markets; heavy equipment sales; 

(i) Gasoline sales; 

(i) Nonoperative vehicle storage yards, recreational vehicle storage yards, manufactured home storage yards, 
fleet storage yards; 

(k) Recycling centers for household paper, glass and metals; 

(1) Testing laboratories; 

(m) Photo processing plants; 
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(n) Plating, stripping, and coating shops; 

(o) Bus terminais; 

(p) Ambulance terminais; 

(q) Taxi terminais; 

(r) Commercial parking facilities; 

(s) Héliports; 

(t) Retail and wholesale nurseries; 

(u) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are 
not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(v) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(w) Gymnasiums, health clubs, spas and smiilar uses; 

(x) Commercial planned developments and commercial condominiums. Compatibility with adjacent develop- 
ment, unique characteristics, innovation and the provision of amenities will be the primary criteria utilized 
in evaluating such development. The lot size and setback requirements of Section 26-34-030 shall not ap- 
ply to such developments; 

(y) Adult entertainment establishments, subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-0 1 0(f); (Ord. No. 3340.) 

(z) Day care center; 

(aa) Large residential community care facility; 

(bb) Large recycling collection facilities and light recycling processing facilities subject to the provisions of 
Section 26-88-070; 

(ce) Amplified live music. Bars, cocktail lounges, live entertainment; 

(dd) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') 
in height, subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 
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(ee) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to tiie applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(ff) Small-scaie homeless shelters serving up to ten ( 1 0) persons, subject to design review, within designated 
urban service areas; 

(gg) Emergency homeless shelters with up to fifty (50) beds, subject to design review, within designated urban 
service areas; 

(hh) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(ii) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88-122. Live/work uses shall not be permitted in a mixed use development, SRO 
unit, or caretaker unit. 

(ij) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 §§5,7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(y), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5429 § 2(y), 2003; Ord. No. 4973 § 9(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-34-030. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Building Intensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be determined by multiplying 
the maximum building height limit and the maximum coverage of the lot in square feet. The specifïed 
height or lot coverage limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building 
intensity is not exceeded. 

(b) Maximum Building Height. 

( ] ) Thirty-flve feet (35') provided, however, that the additional height may be permitted subject to sub- 
section (a) of this section. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. Eight thousand (8,000) square feet. 

(d) Maximum Lot Coverage. Fifty percent (50%) provided that additional coverage may be permitted subject 
to subsection (a) of this section. 
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(e) Yard Requirements. The minimum yard requirements in a C3 district shail be the same as in an LC district; 
provided, however, that a greater setbacic may be estabiished for properties abutting certain roads classitled 
as collector or arterial in Sections CT-4.4 and CT-4.5 of the gênerai plan or to accommodate any landscap- 
ing required pursuant to subsection (g) of this section. If the subject property adjoins iand which is zoned 
AR or is designated as agricultural Iand, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-040(g). 

(f) Pari^ing and Loading Spaces. The paricing and loading space requirements shall conform to the provisions 
of Article 86 of this chapter. 

(g) Design Review. Design review approval shall be required for ail uses in the manner provided in Article 82. 
(Ord. No. 4973 § 9(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 36. 

LC Limited Commercial District. 

Sec. 26-36-005. Purpose. 

Piirpose: to implement the provisions of Section 2.3.2 of the gênerai pian by providing areas for retail saies and 
services necessary for tlie daily self-sufficiency of urban and rural areas in t^eeping witli tlieir ciiaracter and to 
implement the objectives of adopted redevelopment plans within redevelopment project areas in the gênerai 
plan. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-36-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Neighborhood retail businesses which supply household commodities on the premises such as groceries, 
méats, dairy products, baked goods or other foods, drugs, notions or hardware; personal service establish- 
ments which perform services on the premises for persons residing in adjacent residential areas such as 
shoe repair, dry cleaning shops, tailor shops, beauty parlors, barber shops and the like. Ail retail sales and 
service uses shall be conducted entirely within a building; 

(b) Restaurants; 

(c) Financial institutions such as banks and savings and loan offices, provided the facility is limited to five 
thousand (5,000) square feet of gross floor area; 

(d) Médical or dental clinic; 

(e) Professional and administrative offices which provide services for persons residing in nearby residential 
areas; 

(f) Accessory buildings and uses normally incidental to any permitted use. This shall not be construed as per- 
mitting any commercial use or occupation other than those specifically permitted; 

(g) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 26- 
88-070; (Ord. No. 3805.) 

(h) Feed stores; 

(i) Garden supply stores; 

(j) Truck, trailer and farm implement sales, and rental; 

(k) Tire sales, including recapping and retreading; 

(1) Machinery sales and rental; 
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(m) Storage yards accessory to the uses listed in this section, not to exceed one hundred percent ( 1 00%) of tiie 
gross area of the main building; 

(n) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment wili issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building inspection and public works. \n the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(o) Small family day care; 

(p) Large family day care, provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 
26-88-080; 

(q) Small residential community care facility; 

(r) Beekeeping; 

(s) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(t) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less, sub- 
ject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(u) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(v) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(w) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5435 § 2(z), 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 
4973 § 9(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-36-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) One ( 1 ) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot subject, at a minimum, to the following criteria, 
and provided that no commercial use may be permitted uniess the dwelling unit is removed or converted to 
another use in accordance with this district: 

( J ) The property is not located within a redevelopment project area identified on the gênerai plan land 
use map, 
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(2) The propeity lias constraints or is of such a size as to make it infeasible to develop with the commer- 
cial uses allowed by zoning, 

(3) The unit compiles with setbacks, building heights, and other standards of the applicable zoning dis- 
trict, 

(4) The unit meets other conditions which may resuit from the application review process; 

(b) One (1 ) caretaker unit per lot in rural areas as defïned in the gênerai plan and provided that the lot is not 
aiready developed with a résidence; 

(c) Mixed Use Developments. Additional dwelling units for permanent occupancy as part of a mixed commer- 
cial/residential development, provided that the property is located within an urban service area as defmed 
in the gênerai plan and that the residential units complément and are compatible with an existing or pro- 
posed commercial use, subject to the provisions of Section 26-88-123 (Mixed use developments). 

(d) Gasoline service stations and minimarts; (Ord. No. 3615.) 

(e) Restaurants serving alcohol, takeout food, bars, cocktail lounges, live entertainment, amplified live music; 

(f) Noncommercial clubs and lodges; 

(g) Art, craft, music and dancing schools; 

(h) Business, professional or trade schools and collèges; 

(i) Churches; 

(j) Wholesale and retail nurseries; 

(k) Antique stores, second hand sales, auction studios; 

(I) New and used automobile sales, service and repair establishments; 

(m) Truck, trailer and farm implement repair facilities; 

(n) Animal hospitals, veterinary clinics and commercial kennels; 

(o) Large and heavy merchandise sales, including machinery, hardware, lumber yards, building materials or 
landscape materials yards; 

(p) Recycling centers for household paper, glass and metals; 

(q) Truck terminais, gasoline service stations and associated uses; 
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(r) Fuel yards, the bulk storage of fiammable liquids; 

(s) Contractor's equipment storage or rental yards; 

(t) Outdoor sales yards, auction yards and flea markets; heavy equipment sales; 

(u) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are 
not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(v) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(w) Outdoor vendors; (Ord. No. 3348.) 

(x) Commercial planned developments and commercial condominiums. Compatibility and provision of ameni- 
ties shall be required and unique characteristics, design innovation and creativity shall be additional criteria 
utilized in evaluating such development. Required yards of Section 26-36-030 shall not apply to such de- 
velopment. Conversions of existing commercial buildings to commercial condominium or commercial 
planned development may be accomplished by use permit waiver pursuant to Section 26-88-0 10(g) and 
applicable Sections of Chapter 25 of the Sonoma County Code; 

(y) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 26- 
88-070; 

(z) Large residential community care facility; 

(aa) Day care center; 

(bb) Gymnasiums, health clubs, spas and similar uses; 

(ce) Héliports; 

(dd) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') 
in height, subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(ee) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(ff) One ( l ) bed and breakfast inn, containing not more than five (5) guest rooms, established and maintained 
in conjunction with an existing or proposed commercial use on the property. The bed and breakfast inn 
shall be subject to Article 82 (Design Review) and Article 86 (Parking Régulation). Food service shall be 
limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and shall be subject to approval of the Sonoma County de- 
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partment of health services. Weddings, lawn parties or similar activities may be allowed if specifically au- 
thorized by the use pennit. No outdoor amplifîed sound shall be pennitted at any time. No bed and break- 
fast inn shall include the use of more than one (1) single-family dwelling. No accessory structures may be 
used for transient occupancy; 

(gg) Small-scale homeless shelters serving up to ten (10) persons, subject to design review, within designated 
urban service areas; 

(hh) Emergency homeless shelters with up to fifty (50) beds, subject to design review, within designated urban 
service areas; 

(ii) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(jj) In designated urban service areas, small single room occupancy (SRO) facilities, subject to the granting of 
a use perniit and consistent with the provisions of Section 26-88-125; 

(kk) In designated urban service areas, large single room occupancy (SRO) facilities of up to thirty (30) SRO 
rooms, subject to the granting of a use permit and consistent with the provisions of Section 26-88-125; 

(11) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88-1 22. Live/work uses shall not be pemiitted in a mixed use development, SRO 
unit, or caretaker unit; 

(mm) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible 
nature to those uses described in this section. 

(nn) Level 1 médical cannabis dispensaries, subject to the criteria in Section 26-88-126. 

(oo) Within designated urban service areas, Level 2 médical cannabis dispensaries, subject to the criteria in Sec- 
tion 26-88-126. (Ord. No. 5715 § 2, 2007; Ord. No. 5569 §§ 5, 6, 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(aa), 2003; 
Ord. No. 5429 § 5, 2003; Ord. No. 5265 § l(o), 2001; Ord. No. 4973 § 9(b), (c), 1996; § Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 

Sec. 26-36-030. Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this chapter, 
and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and any 
applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Building Intensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be determined by multiplying 
the maximum building height limit and the maximum lot coverage. The specifîed height or lot coverage 
limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not ex- 
ceeded. 
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(b) Maximum Building Height. 

(1 ) Thirty-five feet (35') provided, however, that additional height may be permitted subject to subsec- 
tion (a) of this section. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. 

( 1 ) Where both public sewer and public water services are provided or where public sewer service alone 
is provided, eight thousand (8,000) square feet. 

(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one (1) acre. 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one and one-half acres. 

(d) Maximum Lot Coverage. Fifty percent (50%) provided that additional lot coverage may be pemiitted sub- 
ject to subsection (a) of this section. 

(e) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is 
zoned AR or designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-040(g). 

( 1 ) Front Yard. None, except where the frontage of a block is partially in an R district, in which case the 
front yard shall be the same as required in such R district. 

(2) Side Yard. None, except where the si de of a lot abuts upon the si de of a lot in an R district, in which 
case the side yard shall be not less than ten feet (10'). 

(3) Rear Yard. None, except where the rear of a lot abuts on an R district, in which case the rear yard 
shall be not less than ten feet (10'). 

(4) The yard requirements set forth in this section may be increased to be consistent with the circulation 
and transit élément of the gênerai plan or to accommodate landscaping required pursuant to subsec- 
tion (g) of this section. 

(f) Parking Spaces. Parking shall be provided in accordance with the standards established in Article 86. 

(g) Design Review. Design review approval shall be required for ail pennitted uses in the manner provided in 
Article 82. (Ord. No. 4973 § 9(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 38. 

RC Rural Commercial District. 

Sec. 26-38-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: To implement Section 2.3 of the gênerai plan by providing appropriate locations in rural areas and iin- 
incorporated commiinities for a mixture of residential and commercial uses. The intent is to foster compatibility 
between commercial uses and community résidents by retaining discretionaryjurisdiction over new commercial 
uses. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-38-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) One (1) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot; 

(b) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-121 and approval of a zoning permit; 

(c) Small residential community care facility; 

(d) Sales and promotion of agricultural products grown, produced, or processed on site and subject to the pro- 
visions of Article 82; 

(e) Accessory building and uses incidental and appurtenant to any permitted use; 

(f) Beekeeping; 

(g) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(h) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less, sub- 
ject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(i) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(j) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning pemiit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(k) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(bb), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 4973 § 9(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-38-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) Ail uses permitted in the LC or AS district, whether by right or with a use permit, except that ( 1 ) no dwell- 
ing units in addition to those permitted in Sections 26-38-01 0(a) and 26-40-020(a) shall be allowed, and (2) 
small wind energy Systems shall be allowed only as provided in subsection (b) of this section; 

(b) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135. 

(c) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88-1 22. Live/work uses shall not be permitted in a mixed use development, SRO 
unit, or caretaker unit. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(cc), 2003; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-38-030. Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this chapter, 
and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and any 
applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Building Intensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be determined by multiplying 
the maximum building height limit and the maximum lot coverage. The specified height or lot coverage 
limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not ex- 
ceeded. 

(b) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-five feet (3 5 ') provided, however, that additional height may be permitted subject to subsec- 
tion (a) of this section; 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. 

( 1 ) Where both public sewer and public water services are provided or where public sewer service alone 
is provided, eight thousand (8,000) square feet; 

(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one (1 ) acre; 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one and one-half acres; 
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(4) For commercial plamied unit developments and condominiums, the minimum project area shail be 
not less than one (1) acre. 

(d) Maximum Lot Coverage. Fifty percent (50%), provided tiiat additional lot coverage may be permitted sub- 
ject to subsection (a) of this section. 

(e) Yard Requirements. Tiie following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land wiiich is 
zoned AR or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 
040(g). 

( 1 ) Existing lots or parcels exceeding six thousand (6,000) square feet in area shall conform to the yard 
requirements of the RR (rural residential) district; 

(2) Lots which are devoted to commercial use shalJ confomi to the yard requirements of the LC district; 

(3) Yard requirements for lots or parcels of less than six thousand (6,000) square feet in area but which 
are not devoted to commercial use shall conform to the yard requirements of the RI district, but may 
be reduced by the planning director if it is determined that a practical hardship exists; 

(4) Cornices, eaves, canopies and similar architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required 
yard. Uncovered porches, tire escapes, or landing places may extend six feet (6') into any required 
front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yards; 

(5) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one (1 ) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots; 

(6) Accessory building(s) may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot, pro- 
vided that such building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear 
yard. Such accessory building(s) shall not be located doser than ten feet ( 1 0') to the main building(s) 
on the same or adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools may occupy more than 
thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained 
between the wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and from the main building on the 
same lot. Conventional pool accessory equipment (pump, filters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback 
restrictions). Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. (Ord. No. 
3932.) 

(f) Parking Requirements. 

( 1 ) Not less than one ( 1 ) covered off-street parking space per dwelling unit. The requirements for cov- 
ered parking may be waived for single-family dwellings if the lot on which the dwelling is to be 
placed is of such size, shape or location that the areas devoted to automobile parking will be visually 
screened from adjacent lots and from the common roadway(s) servingthe property, provided that site 
plan approval in accordance with Article 82 is first secured; 
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(2) Any other use shall provide parking in accordance with the standards in Article 86. 

(g) Design Review. Design review approval shall be required in the manner provided in Article 82 for ail 
commercial uses or as otherwise provided herein. (Ord. No. 4973 § 9(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 40. 
AS Agricultural Services District. 

Sec. 26-40-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: this district is intended to implement Section 2.3.2 of the gênerai pian by limitingthe uses in the limited 
commercial land use category to those necessary to support local agricultural production. (Ord. No. 4643, 1 993.) 

Sec. 26-40-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) One (1 ) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot; 

(b) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-121 and approval of a zoning permit; 

(c) Small residential community care facility; 

(d) Agricultural support services with a maximum of one employée and occupying no more than one-half acre 
of land; 

(e) The growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and simi- 
lar food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall 
not be permitted in the following areas: 

(1 ) Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank of the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank of designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank of the designated upland riparian corridors. 

Agricultural cultivation may be allowed as set out in subsections (e)(l) through (3) of this section upon 
approval of a management plan which includes appropriate mitigation for potential érosion, bank stabiliza- 
tion and biotic impact. This plan may be approved by the planning director or by use permît pursuant to 
Section 26-40-020(1); 

(f) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing and similar préparation of crops which are grown 
on the site, but not including agricultural processing; 

(g) Tasting rooms and other sales and promotion, and incidental storage, of agricultural products grown or 
processed in the local area and subject to the provisions of Article 82; 

(h) Accessory buildings and uses incidental and appurtenant to any permitted use; 
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(i) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment wili issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public health, flre services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(j) Small family day care; 

(k) Large family day care, provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed Section 26- 
92-080; 

(n) Beekeeping; 

(o) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(p) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less, sub- 
ject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(q) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(r) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(s) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(dd), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 4973 § 9(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-40-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit incliide the following: 

(a) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards; 

(b) Commercial mushroom farming; 

(c) Commercial kennels; 

(d) Retail nurseries which involve products not grown on the site; 

(e) Agricultural support services with more than one employée or occupying more than one-half acre of land; 
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(f) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards which serve agricul- 
tural production in the local area; 

(g) Processing, storage, bottling, canning or similar activities involving agricultural products of atype grown, 
produced, or processed in the local area; 

(h) Production or marketing services related to agricultural production in the local area; 

(i) Farm equipment sales and repair; 

(j) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are 
not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(k) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(I) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas for which a management plan has not been approved pursu- 
ant to Section 26-40-0 10(e): 

( 1 ) Within one hundred feet (lOC) of the top of the bank of the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank of designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank of designated upland riparian corridors; 

(m) Granges and similar community service facilities which do not adversely impact agriculture in the area; 

(n) One (1) caretaker unit per lot in rural areas as defined in the gênerai plan; 

(o) Large residential community care facility; 

(p) Day care center; 

(q) Amplified live music; 

(r) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') 
in height, subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(s) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 
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(t) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subjectto the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(u) Live/work uses in conjunction with a legally established single famiiy residential unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88-1 22. Live/work uses shall not be permitted in a mixed use development, SRO 
unit, or caretaker unit. 

(v) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(ee), 2003; Ord. 
No. 4973 § 9(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-40-030. Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures is subject to the building intensity and development criteria of Section 26-36-030, 
the limited commercial (LC) district. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 42. 
K Récréation and Visitor-Serving Commercial District. 

Sec. 26-42-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to encourage a compatible blend of récréation and tourist-commercial uses in such a way as to perpetu- 
ate Sonoma County's recreational resources in the manner provided in Section 2.3.4 of the gênerai plan. (Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-42-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Visitor information center; 

(b) Restaurants; 

(c) Professionai, administrative and gênerai business offices provided that the site is within an urban service 
area designated in the gênerai plan and that the use is primarily intended to serve tourist commercial and 
recreational needs; 

(d) Home occupations subject to the requirements of Section 26-88-121 and approval of a zoning permit; 

(e) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain 
and similar food and fiber crops. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be permitted in 
the following areas: 

(1) Within one hundred feet (lOC) of the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors. 

Agricultural cultivation may be allowed as set out in subsections (e)( 1 ) through (3) of this section upon 
approval of a management plan which includes either appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank 
stabilization and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the planning director or by use permit pur- 
suant to Section 26-42-020(t). 

(f) Small residential community care facility; 

(g) Accessory uses and buildings incidental and appurtenant to the primary use; 
(h) Small family day care; 
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(i) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26- 
88-080; 

(j) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice" is posted on the property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public health, fire services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(k) Public parks; 

(1) Beekeeping; 

(m) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(n) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less, sub- 
ject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(o) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(p) One ( 1 ) bed and breakfast inn, containing not more than ten ( 1 0) guest rooms, subject to Article 82 (Design 
Review) and Article 86 (Parking Régulation). Food service shall be limited to breakfast served to inn 
guests only, and shall be subject to approval of the Sonoma County department of health services. No 
weddings, lawn parties or similar activities shall be allowed unless specifically authorized by a use permit 
issued pursuant to Section 26-42-020. No outdoor amplified sound shall be allowed unless specifically au- 
thorized by a use permit issued pursuant to Section 26-42-020. No bed and breakfast inn shall include the 
use of more than one (1) single-family dwelling and one (1) accessory structure for transient occupancy. 
No more than two (2) of the ten (10) guest rooms allowed by this section may be located in the accessory 
structure, if any. If an accessory structure is used for transient occupancy, the total floor area available for 
use by guests, including guest rooms and common areas, shall not exceed six hundred forty (640) square 
feet. There shall be no internai doorway or passage between the area available for use by guests and any 
remaining area of the accessory structure; 

(q) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(r) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(ff), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 5265 § l(p), 2001; Ord. No. 4973 § 9(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-42-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the foliowing: 

(a) Where expressly provided by gênerai pian planning area poiicy, one (1) dwelling unit on a permanent 
foundation per lot subject, at a minimum, to the foliowing criteria, and provided that no commercial or rec- 
reational use may be permitted uniess the dwelling unit is removed or converted to another use in accor- 
dance with this district: 

( 1 ) The habitable portion of the résidence is not located within the FEM A one hundred ( 1 00) year flood 
élévation or is built so as not to be affected by flood ing, 

(2) The property has constraints or is of such a size as to make it infeasible to develop with the commer- 
cial uses allowed by zoning, 

(3) The résidence complies with setbacks, building heights and other standards of the applicable zoning 
district, 

(4) The subject property is adjacent to a parcel with a résidence or is located in an area predominantly 
developed with résidences; 

(b) One ( 1 ) caretaker unit per lot, provided that the property has not otherwise been developed with a dwelling 
unit; 

(c) Tennis and racquet clubs; 

(d) Marinas, including yacht clubs, fueling docks and incidental boat storage sales; 

(e) Recreational vehicle parks, tent camps or campgrounds; 

(f) Noncommercial clubs and lodges, country clubs and golf courses, including miniature golf courses; 

(g) Art, craft, music and dancing schools; 

(h) Business, professional or trade schools and collèges; 

(i) Churches; 

(j) Public playgrounds, private parks, community centers, libraries, muséums and similar public uses and 
buildings; 

(k) Race tracks and appurtenant uses; 

(I) Shooting and archery ranges; 
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(m) Minor public service uses or faciiities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), inciuding but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are 
not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(n) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(o) Large residential community care facility; 

(p) Commercial récréation facilities and uses such as indoor and outdoor sports facilities, athletic clubs, 
amusement parks and health resorts, subject to the limitations on lodging facilities contained in subsection 
(q) of this section; 

(q) Hotels, motels and similar lodging facilities, subject, at a minimum, to a limit of two hundred (200) rooms 
in designated urban service areas, one hundred (100) rooms in rural areas which are serviced by public 
sewer, and a limit of fifty (50) rooms otherwise; 

(r) Visitor-oriented retail businesses which supply commodities such as groceries, or other foods, drugs, no- 
tions or hardware. Personal service establishments intended primarily for traveiers. AH retail sales and ser- 
vice uses shall be conducted entirely within a building; 

(s) Day care center; 

(t) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved by the 
planning director pursuant to Section 26-42-0 10(e). 

(] ) Within one hundred feet (100') of the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifïy feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank in designated upland riparian corridors, 
(u) Gymnasiums, health clubs, spas and similar uses; 

(v) Amplified live music; 

(w) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') 
in height, subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-1 30; 

(x) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 
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(y) Weddings, lawn parties or similar activities to be held at a bed and breakfast inn. Outdoor amplifïed sound 
may be allowed at thèse events only if specifically autiiorized by the use permit; 

(z) Smail wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or witliin two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(aa) Live/wori<. uses in conjunction with a legally established single family residentiai unit subject to the re- 
quirements of Section 26-88- 1 22. Live/work uses shall not be permitted in a mixed use development, SRO 
unit, or caretaker unit. 

(bb) Mixed Use Developments. Additional dwelHng units for pemianent occupancy as part of a mixed commer- 
cial/residentiai development, provided that: (i) the property is located within an urban service area as de- 
fmed in the gênerai plan; (ii) that the residentiai units provide workforce housing serving an existing or 
proposed commercial use on the property; (iii) that the residentiai units are provided as affordable to very 
low- or low-income households, subject to the provisions of Section 26-88-123, Mixed use developments. 
Notwithstanding Section 26-88-123(b), no more than ten percent (10%) of the total gross project floor 
space shall be in residentiai floor area. Residentiai units provided under this section shall be in addition to 
the caretaker unit allowed by this zoning district. (Ord. No. 5569 §§ 5, 7, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(gg), 
2003; Ord. No. 5265 § ](n), 2001; Ord. No. 4973 § 9(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-42-030. Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Building Intensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be detennined by multiplying 
the maximum building height limit and the maximum lot coverage. The specified height or lot coverage 
limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not ex- 
ceeded. 

(b) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-fïve feet (35') provided, however, that the additional height may be permitted subject to sub- 
section (a) of this section. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. 

( 1 ) Where both public sewer and public water services are provided or where public sewer service alone 
is provided, eight thousand (8,000) square feet. 
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(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one (1) acre. 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one and one-half acres. 

(d) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width within each lot is eighty feet (80'). 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Fifty percent (50%), provided that additional lot coverage may be permitted sub- 
ject to subsection (a) of this section. 

(f) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is 
zoned AR or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 
040(g). 

(1) Front Yard. Not less than fifteen feet (15'), provided, that no structure shall be located doser than 
forty-five feet (45') to the centerline of any public or private road, street or highway. Setbacks may be 
reduced up to five feet (5') in order to attain an average of fifteen feet (15'). 

(2) Side Yard. Not less than five feet (5') except where the side yard abuts a street in which case such 
yard shall be the same as a front yard. On lots where access is gained to an interior court by way of a 
side yard, or where an entrance to a building faces the side line, said yard shall be not less than ten 
feet (10'). 

(3) Rear Yard. Not less than ten feet (1 0'). 

(4) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any 
exterior property line. 

(5) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one ( 1 ) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots, subject to the restrictions of sub- 
section (f)(4) of this section. 

Note: Yard requirements for commercial uses may be waived by the board of zoning adjustments. 
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(g) Parlcmg Requirements. 

(1) Residentiai Use. 

(i) Not less than one (1) covered parking space for each dwelling unit; 

(ii) Not less than one-half (1/2) uncovered guest parking space for each dwelling unit in a garden 
apartment or dwelling groups involving four (4) or more dwelling units; 

(iii) Deveiopments containing nine (9) or more dwelling units shall provide an additional one-half 
(1/^) guest parking space for each dwelling unit having two (2) or more bedrooms. 

(2) Any other use shall provide off-street parking in accordance with the standards established in 
Article 86. 

(h) Design Review. Design review approval shall be required for ail permitted uses or as otherwise provided 
herein in the manner provided in Article 82. (Ord. No. 4973 § 9(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 44. 

MP Industrial Park District. 

Sec 26-44-005. Piirpose. 

Purpose: to implement the provisions of Section 2.4.2 of the gênerai plan by providing areas exclusively for 
modem compatible industrial research, light manufacturing, assembly and headquarters office uses. The 
permitted uses, dimensional standards and landscaping requireinents are designed to insure compatibility with 
adjoining nonindustrial areas. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-44-010. Permitted uses, subject to compliance with performance standards. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Manufacturing, compounding, assembling or treating of articles or merchandise from the following 
previously prepared materials: bone, cellophane, canvas, cloth, cork, feathers, felt, fîber, fur, glass, hair, 
leather, métal, paint, paper, plastics, rabber, precious or semiprecious stones, shell, tars, tobacco and 
wood; 

(b) Manufacturing of pottery and ceramic products, using only previously pulverized clay and kilns fired 
only by electricity or gas; 

(c) Manufacturing, processing, fabricadng, refïning, repairing, packaging or treating of goods, materials or 
products by electric power, oil or gas (except opérations relative to the above involving fish, fats and 
oils, bone and méat products or simiiar substances commonly recognized as creating offensive conditions 
in the handling thereof); 

(d) Manufacturing, compounding, processing, packing or treating of such products as candy, cosmedcs, 
drugs, perfumes, phaimaceuticals, toiletries and food products (except the rendering or refïning of fats 
and oils); 

(e) Manufacturing, assembling, testing or repairing of devices, equipment and Systems of an electrical, 
electronic or electromechanical nature; 

(f) Manufacturing, assembling, fabrication, warehousing and wholesale distributing of goods, wares, 
merchandise, articles, substances or compounds, which are not flammable, explosive or likely to create 
fire, radiation or explosive hazards to surrounding property; 

(g) Foundries casting light weight, nonferrous métal not causing noxious fumes or odor; 
(h) Machine shops or other hght metalworking shops; 

(i) Cooperage and bottling works; 



(Revised 9-98) 26-194 



• 



§ 26-44-0 1 SONOMA COUNTY ZONTNG REGULATIONS § 26-44-020 



(j) Research, development and testing laboratories and facilities; 

(k) Professional, administrative and gênerai business offices and facilities compatible with uses pemiitted in 
this district; 

(1) Cafétérias, cafés, restaurants, auditoriums or recreational facilities as accessory to the primary use pennit- 
ted on the site; 

(m) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are 
not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(n) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
sheriff, public health, fire services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(o) Beekeeping; 

(p) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(q) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in 
height, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(r) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(s) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or witliin two thou- 
sand fîve hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning perniit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(t) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this subsection. (Ord. No. 5435 § 2(hh), 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 3, 2002; 
Ord. No. 4973 § 10(a), (b), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-44-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 
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(a) One ( 1 ) single-family dwelling unit on the same lot as the pennitted use, to be used only as the résidence of 
the caretaker and liis family; 

(b) Planned industrial developments and industrial condominiums. Compatibility with adjacent development 
and the provision of amenities shall be required and design innovation, creativity and unique characteristics 
shall be additional criteria utilized in evaluating such developments. The lot size, yardrequirements and lot 
coverage specifîed in Section 26-44-030(e), (f), and (g)(2) shall apply unless otherwise specified in the use 
permit approval. Conversions of existing buildings to industrial condominiums or planned industrial devel- 
opments may be accomplished by hearing waiver pursuant to Section 26-88-0 1 0(g) and applicable sections 
of Chapter 25 of this code; (Ord. No. 3360.) 

(c) Gymnasiums, health clubs, spas and similar uses; 

(d) Day care center; 

(e) Large residential community care facility; 

(f) Amplifîed live music; 

(g) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(h) Churches located in existing industrial buildings which are clearly incidental to the permitted industrial 
use; 

(i) Retail commercial and service uses, such as hôtels and motels, restaurants, financial institutions and service 
stations, appropriate to and in conjunction with industrial development permitted in the MP district; 

(j) hitermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') 
in height, subject at a minimum to the criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(k) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subj ect at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(1) Small-scale homeless shelters serving up to ten (10) persons, subject to design review, within designated 
urban service areas; 

(m) Emergency homeless shelters with up to fifty (50) beds, subj ect to design review, within designated urban 
service areas; 

(n) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
fîve hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(o) Wineries meeting effluent pre-treatment requirements, and without tasting rooms or retail sales; 

(Revised 5-07) 26-196 



• 



• 



§ 26-44-020 SONOMA COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS § 26-44-030 



(p) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those described in this section. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 6 (Exh. G), 2007; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(ii), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5429 § 5, 2003; Ord. No. 4973 § 10(c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-44-030. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Building hitensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be detemiined by multiplying 
the maximum building height limit and the maximum lot coverage. The specified height 
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or lot coverage limits may be modified if a use pennit is fiist secured and if the maximum building 
intensity is not exceeded. 

(b) Minimum District Size. Forty (40) acres, uniess a smaller àrea is suitable because of unusual parcel 
configuration, topography or location. 

(c) Access to the district shall be directly from one of the foUowing: 

(1) An arterial or collector roadway as designated in the circulation élément of the Sonoma County 
gênerai plan; 

(2) Freeway frontage road. 

(d) Use Locations. AU uses shall be conducted primarily within buildings and any outdoor activities such 
as stor^e or loading facilities shall be incidental to the primary use of the property. 

(e) Minimum Lot Size. (More than one (1) building may be locaied on each lot). 

(1) Where both public sewer and public water services are provided, or where public sewer service 
alone is provided, as designated on the zoning map; 

(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one (1) acre; 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one and one-haif (1.5) 
acres. 

(f) Yard Requirements. The following shall ^ply except thaï if the subject property adjoins land which 
is zoned AR or is designated as agricultuial land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 
040(g). 

(1) Front Yard. As designated on the précise development plan or spécifie plan. 

(2) Side Yard. As designated on the précise development pian. 

(3) Rear Yard. Minimum ten feet (IC). 

(4) Spécial Yard Requirements. Where a lot in an MP district fronts, sides or backs upon property 
in any residential district, or fronts, sides or backs upon a street, the opposite side of which is in 
any residential district, there shaD be a yard of at least one hundred feet (100') deep. Ilie fifty feet 
(50') of any such yard nearest the lot lines shall be used and maintained only as landscaped 
planting or screening strip, except for accessways. The remainder of such yard space may be used 
only for off-street parking or shall be landscaped in the same maimer as the fîrst fifty feet (50'). 
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(g) Building Height, Lot Coverage. 

(1) The maximum building height shall be sixty-fïve feet (650; provided, however, that additional 
height may be pem^tted subject to subsection (a) of this section. 

(2) A maximum of fifty percent (50%) lot coverage by building or stmctures shall be allowed provided 
that ail landscaping and parking requirements are acconamodated. Not less than twenty percent 
(20%) of each site shall be reserved for landscaping. Additional lot coverage may be permitted, 
subjea to subsection (a) of this section. (Ord. No. 3360.) 

(3) No building or stracture shall exceed twenty-eight feet (280 in height at any building setback line. 
For each foot of setback interior to ail building setback lines, an additional height of six inches 
(6'0 shall be permitted, but the total height shall not exceed sixty-five feet (650, provided that 
additional height may be permitted subject to subsection (a) of this section. 

(4) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and 
Section 26-88-130. 

(h) Landscaping, Outdoor Storage. 

(1) Landscaping. In addition to the provisions of this section and Article 86, ail unused portions of 
each paicel devoted to the permitted use shall be maintained as a landscaped area. For phased 
developments, landscaping shall be installed along the entire street frontage duiing the fîrst phase 
or as determined through the design review process and undeveloped areas shall be mowed 
periodically for grass/fïre control, not used for any kind of storage and kept in a clean and orderiy 
fashion at ail times. 

(2) Outdoor Storage. 

(i) Outdoor storage of merchandise, material and equipment is permitted only when associated 
with the principal opération conducted within the buildings on the lot, and in no case shall 
the outside storage area exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the lot without design review 
approvai. 

(ii) The location of storage areas shall provide for complète screening of storage firom adjacent 
properties as determined by the design review committee. 

(iii) Material or equipment stored shall not be piled or stacked higher than the required screening. 

(3) Boundary Fencing. 

(i) Boundary fencing, except as provided in Article 82, shall not be constructed in any required 
yard which abuts a street. 
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(ii) Such fences may be of open wire mesh or similar open construction with the exception of 
those screening approved outdoor storage areas. 

(iii) Landscaping shall be provided where necessary to screen boundary fencing from adjacent 
résidences, businesses and public roads. 

(4) Signs. 

(i) Signs to Identif>' the District. 

(A) One (1) detached sign may be permitted at each street entrance on an MP district in 
order to identify the district and industries located therein. Such signs may not contain 
adverrising copy. 

(B) Such signs shall not exceed one hundred seventy-five (175) square feet in aiea or six 
feet (60 in height. 

(C) Such signs may be located in a yard adjacent to a street or right of way, but in no case 
shall be located doser than ten feet (100 to a street or right of way property line. 

(ii) Detached Appurtenant Signs. 

(A) One (1) detached appurtenant sign not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in aiea or 
four feet (40 in height may be permitted on each street frontage of each lot. Parcels 
having over a two hundred foot (2000 frontage may hâve additional signs provided they 
are spaced a minimum of one hundred seventy-five feet (1750 apart. 

(B) Such signs may be located in a yard adjacent to a street or right of way, but in no case 
shall be located doser than ten feet (100 to a street or right of way property Une. 

(iii) Attached Appurtenant Signs. 

(A) The total attached appurtenant sign area shall not exceed three percent (3%) of the total 
area of the walls on any face of the building to which they are attached. Occupant signs 
shall be scaled proportionateiy to the amount of overall space occupied within the 
building. 

(B) Fascia and roof signs are not permitted. (Ord. No. 3360.) 
(i) Parking and Loading Requirements. 

(1) Paridng Requirements. 

(i) Off-street parking spaces shall be provided on the premises as follows: 
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(A) One (1) parking space for each two thousand (2,000) square feet of gross building floor 
area or fraction thereof, used, designed or intended for warehousing and/or storage 
space; 

(B) One parking space for each two hundred fifty (250) square feet of gross building floor 
area or fraction thereof, used, designed or intended for office space in buildings which 
hâve fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet or less of office space, or one parking space 
for each two hundred seventy-five (275) square feet of gross building floor area devoted 
to office space in buildings which bave more than fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet 
of office space; (Ord. No. 3964.) 

(C) One (1) parking space for each five hundred (500) square feet of gross building floor 
area or fraction thereof, used, designed or intended for manufacturing, processing, 
packaging or other pennitted uses; 

(D) One parking space shall be provided for each vehicle used in conjunction with the 
permitted use and stored on the preniises. 

(ii) No off-street parking shall be located in any required front yard. 

(iii) Off-street parking may be located in a required side or rear yard provided that it is separated 
from the side lot by a minimum five foot (50 landscaped area. This. requirement may be 
deleted by the design review committee in the case of a rear yard. (Ord. No. 3360.) 

(2) Loading Space Requirements. 

(i) One (1) loading space per each forty thousand (40,000) square feet of gross building floor 
area or fraction thereof with a minimum size of twelve feet (120 by forty feet (400 and 
fourteen feet (140 of clearance height shall be provided. 

(ii) Each tenant on the premises shall be provided with loading spaces for his exclusive use in 
conformance with the above requirements. 

(iii) Loading spaces shall not be located in the required front yard. 

(iv) Loading spaces shall not be placed so as to face any public street, nor shall they be located 
less than one hundred feet (1000 ^om the boundaiy of any residential district uniess 
adequately screened and approved by the design review committee. 

(v) In the case where buildings are used primarily for office purposes, this requirement may be 
deleted. 
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(j) Performance Standards: 

(1) Noise. Noise related to industrial uses shall be controlled so as to be in compliance with the noise 
élément of the gênerai pian. 

(2) Vibration. Vibration shall not be permitted which is discemible with instruments at the lot line 
of the property on which the vibration is generated. 

(3) Smoke, dust, fumes, contaminants and odors. Any permitted use which emits smoke, dust, fumes, 
paiticulate matter contaminants, or odors shall comply with the latest mies and régulations of the 
Bay Area pollution control district. 

(4) Glare. Any light source used for exterior lighting purposes shall be shielded so as not to be directly 
visible firom off site. Reflected light shall be controlled so as not to signifîcandy increase off-site 
glare. 

(5) Flanmiable and Explosive Materials. Ail activities involving and ail storage of flammable and 
explosive materials shaU be provided with adéquate safety devices against the hazards of fïre and 
explosion and adéquate fire- fighting and foe-suppression equipment and devices standards in 
industiy shall be provided and maintained. Open buming is prohibited. 

(6) Radioactivity, Electrical Disturbance or Electromagnetic Interférence. No activities shall be 
permitted which émit dangerous radioactivity at any point, or electrical disturbance or electromag- 
netic interférence adversely affecting the opération at any point of any equipment other than that 
of the Creator of such disturbance. 

(7) Liquid Wastes. Wastes detrimental to a public sewer System or detrimental to the fimctioning of 
a sewage treatment plant shall not be discharged to a public sewer system unless they hâve been 
pretreated to the degree required by the authority having jurisdiction over the sewerage system. 
Where pretreatment is not effective, the waste shall not be discharged to a public sewer system. 

(k) Design Review. Ail uses shall be subject to design review approval as provided in Article 82 except 
that if any régulations specifîed herein differ from those in Article 82 then the provisions of this section 
shall govem. (Oïd. No. 4973 § 10(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 



26-201 (Révisée 9-98) 



§26^6-005 SONOMA COUNTY CODE §26-46-010 

Article 46. 

Ml Limited Urban Industriel District 

Sec 26-46-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to implement the provisions of Section 2.4 of the gênerai plan by providing areas for land extensive 
industrial development or industrial development within designated urban service areas which is limited in 
scale by such factors as incompatible adjacent land use, or adverse environmental impacts. (Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 

Sec 26-46-010. Peimitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Track, trailer and faim implement sales, including major repair facilities; 

(b) Bakeries, creameries, soft diink bottling plants, laundiies, cleaning and dyeing plants; 

(c) Cabinet shops; electiical, plumbing and heaiing shops; welding, sheet métal and machine shops; lumber 
yards; 

(d) Other heavy commercial uses for which storage, large or heavy merchandise or commercial transporta- 
tion facilities are necessary and usual to the opération; 

(e) Professional, administrative and business offices; 

(f) Expérimental or testing laboratories; 

(g) Manufacture of précision instruments and equipment such as watches, electronics equipment, photogr^h- 
ic equipment, optical goods and similar products; 

(h) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain 
and similar food and fîber crops; 

(i) Accessory uses and buildings incidental and appurtenant to a permitted use that do not alter the character 
of the site; 

(j) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 
26-88-070; (Ord. No. 3805.) 

(k) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating *The Sonoma County Planning 
Department wiU issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property 
if a written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 
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26-92-040 has been received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the 
following departments: sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building inspection and public works. In the 
event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(I) Beekeeping; 

(m) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(n) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in 
height, subject to the applicable criteria- set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(o) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(p) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(q) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in Section 26-70-010. (Ord. No. 5435 § 2GJ), 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 3, 2002; 
Ord. No. 4973 § 10(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-46-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) New and used passenger vehicle and recreational vehicle sales including incidental rental and repair; 

(b) Retail commercial and service uses, such as hôtels and motels, restaurants, fmancial institutions and service 
stations, appropriate to and in conjunction with industrial development permitted in the Ml district; 

(c) Contractor's equipment storage or rental yards; 

(d) Auto and truck repair provided ail work is conducted inside a building, there is not unscreened storage of 
materials, junk or nonoperable vehicles, and that vehicles are not parked outside overnight; 

(e) Processing, storage, bottling, canning, etc. of agricultural products, including wineries, dehydrators, fruit 
and vegetable packing plants, canneries and similar agricultural uses, and including incidental retail sales 
of agricultural products processed on the site; 

(f) Manufacturing or processing of asphalt, building materials, cément, concrète, earth, fuel, briquettes or 
similar products; 
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(g) One ( 1 ) single-family dwelling unit on the sanie lot as the permitted use, to be used only as the résidence of 
the caretai<;er and his faniily; 

(h) Gymnasiums, liealth clubs, spas and similar uses; 

(i) Héliports; 

(j) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution Unes and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are 
not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(k) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes; provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(I) Truck terminais; bus, ambulance and taxi terminais; 

(m) Planned industrial developments and industrial condominiums. Compatibility with adjacent development, 
unique characteristics, innovation and the provision of amenities will be the primary criteria utilized in 
evaluating such development. The lot size, coverage and setback requirements of Section 26-46-030 shall 
not apply to such developments; (Ord. Nos. 2840 and 2936.) 

(n) Large recycling collection facilities, light recycling processing facilities subject to the provisions of Section 
26-88-070; (Ord. No. 3805.) 

(o) In urban service areas, work/live units subject to the requirements of Section 26-88- 1 24 ( Work/live unit); 

(p) Churches located in existing industrial buildings which are clearly incidental to the permitted industrial 
use; 

(q) Day care center; 

(r) Large residential community care facility; 

(s) Veterinary clinics; 

(t) Amplified live music; 

(u) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') 
in height, subject at a minimum to the criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(v) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 
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(w) Small-scale homeless shelters serving up to ten ( 1 G) persons, subject to design review, within designated 
Lirban service areas; 

(x) Emergency homeless shelters with up to fifty (50) beds, subject to design review, within designated urban 
service areas; 

(y) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject tothe standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(z) Other nonresidential use which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses in this section. (Ord. No. 5569 § 8, 2005; Ord. No. 5435 § 2(kk), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 
§ 5, 2003; Ord. No. 4973 § 10(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-46-030. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai 
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plan and any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the 
standards herein. 

(a) Building Intensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be determined by 
multiplying the maximum building height limit and the maximum lot cover^e. The specified height 
or lot coverage hmits may be modifîed if a use permit is fïrst secured and if the maximum building 
intensity is not exceeded. 

(b) Maximum Building Height. 

(1) Sixty-five feet (650 provided that additional height may be peimitted where spécial stnactures are 
required subject to subsection (a) of this section; 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and 
Section 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lx)t Size (more than one (1) building may be located on each lot) 

(1) On lands designated gênerai industrial on the gênerai plan land use map where both public sewer 
and public water services are provided, or where public sewer service alone is provided, twenty 
thousand (20,000) square feet. On lands designated limited industrial on the gênerai plan land use 
map where both public sewer and public water services are provided, or where public sewer service 
alone is provided, ten thousand (10,000) square feet; 

(2) Where pubhc water service alone is provided, one (1) acre; 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one and one-half (1.5) 
acres. 

(d) Yard Requirements. The minimum yard lequirements in an Ml district shall be the same as in the LC; 
provided, however, that a greater yard setback may be established for certain roads, classified as collector 
or arterial in Sections CT 4.4 or CT 4.5 of the gênerai plan or to accommodate any landscaping required 
pursuant to subsection (g) of this section. 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Fîfty percent (50%), provided, however, that additional coverage may be 
permitted subject to subsection (a) of this section. 

(f) Parking and Loading Requirements. Parking shall be required in accordance with Article 86. 

(g) Design Review. AU uses shall be subject to design review approval as provided in Article 82 except 
that if any régulations specified herein differ from those in Article 82 then the provisions of this section 
shall govem. (Ord. No. 4973 § 10(e), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 48. 

M2 Heavy Industrial District. 

Sec 26-48-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to implement the provisions of Section 2.4.1 of the gênerai plan by providing areas within uiban 
service areas which permit a wide range of industrial uses. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-48-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include tfae following: 

(a) Manufacturing, compounding, assembling or treating of articles or merchandise from the following 
previousiy prepared materials: bone, cellophane, canvas, cloth, cork, feathers, felt, fîber, far, glass, hair, 
leather, métal, paint, paper, plastics, rabber, precious or semiprecious stones, shell, tars, tobacco and 
wood; 

(b) Manufacturing of potteiy and ceramic products, using oniy previousiy pulverized clay and kilns fired 
only by eiectricity or gas; 

(c) Manufacturing, processing, fabricating, refining, repairing, packaging or treating of goods, materials or 
products by electric power, oil or gas (except opérations relative to the above involving fish, fats and 
oils, bone and méat products, or similar substances commonly recognized as creating offensive 
conditions in the handling thereof); 

(d) Manufacturing, compounding, processing, packing or treating of such products as candy, cosmetics, 
drugs, perfiimes, pharmaceuticals, toiletries and food products (except the rendering or refining of fats 
and oils); 

(e) Manufacturing, assembling, testing or repairing of devices, equipment and Systems of an electrical, 
electronic or electromechaiiical nature; 

(f) Manufacturing, assembling, fabrication, warehousing and wholesaie distribution of goods, wares, 
merchandise, articles, substances or compounds, which are not flanamable, explosive or likely to create 
fîre, radiation or explosive hazards to surrounding property; 

(g) Foundries casting lightweight, nonferrous métal not causing noxious ftimes or odor; 

(h) Cooperage and bottling works; 

(i) Manufacture of précision instmments and equipment such as watches, electronics equipment, photograph- 
ie equipment, optical goods and similar products; 
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(j) Other heavy commercial uses for which storage, large or heavy merchandise or commercial transportation 
facilities are necessary and usual to the opération; 

(k) Bakeries, creameries, soft drink bottling plants, laundries, cleaning and dyeing plants; 

(I) Cabinet sliops, electricai, plumbing and heating shops; welding, sheet métal and machine shops, lumber 
yards; 

(m) Professional, administrative and gênerai business offices; 

(n) Expérimental or testing laboratories; 

(o) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain 
and similar food and fiber crops; 

(p) Accessory uses and buildings incidental and appurtenant to a pemiitted use that do not alter the character of 
the site; 

(q) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 26- 
88-070; (Ord. No. 3805.) 

(r) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning De- 
partment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a 
written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the prop- 
erty at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26- 
92-040 has been received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the 
following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building inspection and public works. in 
the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-010; 

(s) Beekeeping; 

(t) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26- 
88-130; 

(u) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in 
height, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(v) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(w) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 
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(x) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5435 § 2(11), 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 
4973 § 10(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-48-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the foliowing: 

(a) Retail commercial and services uses, such as hôtels and motels, restaurants, fmancial institutions, and ser- 
vice stations appropriate to and in conjunction with industrial development permitted in the M2 district; 

(b) Contractor's equipment storage or rental yards; truck terminais including major repair; 

(c) Wrecking and salvage yards; 

(d) Manufacturing or processing of asphalt, building materials, cernent, concrète, earth, fuel briquettes or simi- 
lar products; 

(e) Manufacturing, compounding, fabricating, processing, packaging, refming or treating of goods, materials 
or products which are caustic, explosive, flammable, highly combustible, noxious, poisonous or radioac- 
tive; 

(f) Animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards. Lumber, planing and logging mills, 
mi II ponds and associated uses; 

(g) Processing, storage, bottling, canning, etc. of agricultural products, including wineries, dehydrators, fruit 
and vegetabie packing plants, canneries and similar agricultural uses, and including incidental retail sales 
of agricultural products processed on the premises; 

(h) One (1) single-family dwelling unit on the same lot as the permitted use, to be used only as the résidence of 
the caretaker and his family; 

(i) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are 
not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(j) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes, provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(k) Day care center; 

(I) Large residential community care facility; 
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(m) Planned industrial developments and industrial condominiums. Compatibility and provision of amenities 
shall be required and unique characteristics, design innovation and creativity shall be additional criteria 
utilized in evaluating such development. The lot size and required yards of this section shall apply unless 
otherwise specified in the use pennit approval. Conversions of existing buildings to condominium or 
planned development may be accomplished by hearing waiver pursuant to Section 26-88-01 0(g) and appli- 
cable sections of Chapter 25 of this code; (Ord. No. 3349.) 

(n) Large recycling collection facilities, heavy and light recycling processing facilities and subject to the provi- 
sions of Section 26-88-070; (Ord. No. 3805.) 

(o) Churches located in existing industrial buildings which are clearly incidental to the pemiitted industrial 
use; 

(p) Gymnasiums, health clubs, spas, and similar uses; 

(q) Héliports; 

(r) Amplifîed live music; 

(s) Intermediate and maj or freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') 
in height, subject at a minimum to the criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(t) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(u) Small-scale homeless shelters serving up to ten (10) persons, subject to design review, within designated 
urban service areas; 

(v) Emergency homeless shelters with up to fîfty (50) beds, subject to design review, within designated urban 
service areas; 

(w) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
fîve hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 

(x) Indoor shooting ranges; 

(y) Other nonresidential industrial uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and com- 
patible nature to those uses in this section. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 6 (Exh. G), 2007: Ord. No. 5435 § 2(mm), 
2003; Ord. No. 5429 § 5, 2003; Ord. No. 4973 § 10(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-48-030. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of the land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this 
chapter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan 
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and any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards 
herein. 

(a) Building Intensity . The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be detennined by multiplying 
the maximum building height limit and the maximum lot coverage. The specifîed height or lot coverage 
limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not ex- 
ceeded. 

(b) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Sixty-five feet (65 ') provided that additional height may be permitted where spécial structures are re- 
quired subject to subsection (a) of this section, 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. Twenty thousand (20,000) square feet, provided that more than one building may be 
located on each lot. 

(d) Maximum Lot Coverage. Fifty percent (50%), provided, however, that additional coverage may be pennit- 
ted subject to subsection (a) of this section. 

(e) Minimum Lot Width. Not less than eighty feet (80'). 

(f) Yard Requirements. The minimum yard requirements in an M2 district shall be the same as in the LC dis- 
trict; provided, however, that a greater setback may be established for properties abutting certain roads 
classifîed as collector or arterial in Sections CT-4.4 and CT-4.5 of the gênerai plan or to accommodate 
landscaping required pursuant to subsection of this section. 

(g) Parking and Loading Requirements. Parking shall be required in accordance with Article 86. 

(h) Design Review. Design review approval in an M2 district shall be required for ail uses in the manner pro- 
vided in Article 82. (Ord. No. 4973 § 10(e), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 50. 

M3 Limited Rural Industrial District. 

Sec. 26-50-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to implement tlie provisions of Section 2.4.2 of tiie gênerai plan by providing area for land extensive 
industrial development or industrial development outside of designated urban service areas which is limited in 
scale by such factors as lack of public services, incompatible adjacent land use or adverse environmental im- 
pacts. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-50-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Truck, trailer and farm implement sales, including major repair facilities; 

(b) Bakeries, creameries, soft drink bottling plants, laundries, cleaning and dyeing plants; 

(c) Cabinet shops; electrical, plumbing and heating shops; welding, sheet métal and machine shops; lumber 
yards; 

(d) Other heavy commercial uses for which storage, large or heavy merchandise or commercial transportation 
facilities are necessary and usual to the opération; 

(e) Administrative and business offices incidental to any other permitted use in this section; 

(f) Expérimental or testing laboratories; 

(g) Manufacture of précision instruments and equipment such as watches, electronics equipment, photographie 
equipment, optical goods and similar products; 

(h) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain 
and similar food and fiber crops; 

(i) Accessory uses and buildings incidental and appurtenant to a pemiitted use that do not alter the character of 
the site; 

(j) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 26- 
88-070; (Ord. No. 3805.) 

(k) Occasional cultural events; provided, that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Planning Depart- 
ment will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a written 
appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: 
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sheriff, public health, fire services, building inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hear- 
ing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(1) Beekeeping; 

(m) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 
26-88-130; 

(n) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in 
height, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(o) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(p) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(q) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5435 § 2(nn), 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. 
No. 4973 § 10(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-50-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) New and used passenger vehicle and recreational vehicle sales including incidental rental and repair; 

(b) Retail commercial and service uses incidental to and in conjunction with industrial development in the M3 
district; 

(c) Contractor's equipment storage or rental yards; 

(d) Auto and truck repair, provided ail work is conducted inside a building, there is not unscreened storage of 
materials, junk or nonoperable vehicles, and that vehicles are not parked outside overnight; 

(e) Processing, storage, bottling, canning, etc. of agricultural products, including wineries, dehydrators, fruit 
and vegetable packing plants, canneries and similar agricultural uses, and including incidental retail sales 
of agricultural products processed on the site; 

(f) Manufacturing or processing of asphalt, building materials, cément, concrète, earth, fuel, briquettes or 
similar products; 

(g) One (1) single-family dwelling unit on the same lot as the permitted use, to be used only as the résidence of 
the caretaker and his family; 

(h) Gymnasiums, health clubs, spas and similar uses; 
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(i) Héliports; 

(j) Wrecking and salvage yards; 

(k) Minor public service uses or facilities (transmission and distribution lines and télécommunication facilities 
excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and 
related parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are 
not otherwise exempt by state law; 

(1) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(m) Lumber and planing mills; 

(n) Truck terminais; 

(o) Fuel yards; the bulk storage of flammable liquids; 

(p) Churches located in existing industrial buildings which are clearly incidental to the permitted industrial 
use; 

(q) Planned industrial developments and industrial condominiums. Compatibility with adj acent development, 
unique characteristics, innovation and the provision of amenities will be the primary criteria utilized in 
evaluating such development. The lot size, coverage and setback requirements of Section 26-50-030 shall 
not apply to such developments; (Ord. Nos. 2840 and 2936.) 

(r) Large recycling collection facilities, light recycling processing facilities subject to the provisions of Section 
26-88-070; 

(s) Day care center; 

(t) Large residential community care facility; 

(u) Amplifîed live music; 

(v) Intermediate and maj or freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet ( 80') 
in height, subject at a minimum to the criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(w) Noncommercial teleconmiunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subj ect at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(x) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26- 
88-135; 
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(y) Indoor shooting ranges; 

(z) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses in this section. (Ord. No. 5711 § 6 (Exh. G), 2007: Ord. No. 5435 § 2(pp), 2003; Ord. 
No. 4973 § 10(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-50-030. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Building Intensity. The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be determined by multiplying 
the maximum building height limit and the maximum lot coverage. The specified height or lot coverage 
limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not ex- 
ceeded. 

(b) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Sixty-fîve feet (65 ') provided that additional height may be pennitted where spécial structures are re- 
quired subject to subsection (a) of this section; 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Sec- 
tion 26-88-130. 

(c) Minimum Lot Size. (more than one building may be located on each lot). 

( 1 ) Where both public sewer and public w^ater services are provided, or where public sewer service alone 
is provided, ten thousand (10,000) square feet; 

(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one (1) acre; 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one and one-half ( 1 .5) acres. 

(d) Yard Requirements. The minimum yard requirements in an M3 district shall be the same as in the LC; pro- 
vided, however, that a greater yard setback may be established for certain roads, classified as collector or 
arterial in sections CT 4.4 or CT 4.5 of the gênerai plan or to accommodate any landscaping required pur- 
suant to subsection (g) of this section. 

(e) Maximum Lot Coverage. Fifty percent (50%), provided, however, that additional coverage may be permit- 
ted subject to subsection (a) of this section. 

(f) Parking and Loading Requirements. Parking shall be required in accordance with Article 86. 
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(g) Design Review. Ail uses shall be subject to design review approval as provided in Article 82 except that if 
any régulations specified herein differ from those in Article 82, then the provisions of this section shall 
govem. (Ord. No. 4973 § 10(e), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 52. 

PF Public Facilities District. 

Sec. 26-52-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to provide sites wiiich serve the community or public need and to protect thèse sites from encroachment 
of incompatible uses. The PF district shall be appHed as a base zoning district to identifyexisting public facilities 
consistent with the provisions of Section 2.5 of the gênerai plan land use élément. The PF district shall be ap- 
plied as a combining district to generally indicate those areas in which a future public facility is needed. (Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-52-010. Applicability as a combining district. 

Development of properties where "PF" is applied as a combining district shall comply with the régulations estab- 
lished by the applicable base district. Development entitlements may be subject to provision of a contribution to 
public service or infrastructure needs identified in the gênerai plan or applicable spécifie or area plan. (Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-52-020. Applicability as a base district. 

Development of properties where PF is applied as a base district shall comply with the provisions of Sections 26- 
52-030 through 26-52-050, inclusive. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-52-030. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Any facilities owned and operated by a city or the county; 

(b) Facilities for the production, génération, storage or transmission of water by a spécial district; 

(c) Facilities for the production or génération of electrical energy by a spécial district; 

(d) • Spécial district electrical substation facilities receiving less than one hundred thousand (100,000) volts; 

(e) Spécial district facilities approved subject to Section 12808.5 of the Public Utilities Code (electrical trans- 
missions and distribution lines); 

(f) Incidental on-site administrative offices, vehicle and equipment storage and repair related to the above uses; 

(g) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 26- 
88-070; 

(h) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria for such facilities in the 
CO district set forth in Section 26-88-130; 
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(i) Minor freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria and procé- 
dures for such facilities set forth in the base district which is prédominant in the area outside of the bound- 
ary of the PF district and in closest proximity to the proposed location of the facility; 

(j) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(k) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thou- 
sand five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit ap- 
proval and the standards in Section 26-88-135; 

(1) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible na- 
ture to those uses described in this section. (Ord. No. 5435 § 2(qq), 2003; Ord. No. 5342 § 3, 2002; Ord. 
No. 4973 § ll(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-52-040. Uses permitted with a use permit — Spécial districts. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) Elementary schools, junior high schools, high schools and collèges; 

(b) Community centers, libraries, muséums and similar cultural uses; 

(c) Government offices and public safety facilities (including law enforcement and fire protection); 

(d) Park and recreational facilities, including publicly owned golf courses; 

(e) Churches, cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums and crématoriums; 

(f) Public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (télécommunication facilities excepted), including 
but not limited to electrical substations receiving more than one hundred thousand ( 1 00,000) volts, service 
yards, parking lots and sewage and waste water treatment storage and disposai facilities; 

(g) Administrative offices, vehicle and equipment storage and repair; 

(h) Caretaker unit; 

(i) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses; 

(j) Day care center; 

(k) Large residential community care facility; 
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(1) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to 
the applicable criteria and procédures set forth in the base district which is prédominant in the area outside 
of the boundary of the PF district and in closest proximity to the proposed location of the facility; 

(m) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(n) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
flve hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 
26-88-135; 

(n) Other nonresidential uses of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in this section. (Ord. 
No. 5435 § 2(rr), 2003; Ord. No. 4973. § ll(b), (c), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-52-050. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this chap- 
ter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and 
any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Maximum Building Height. 

( 1 ) Thirty-five feet (35') for the main building and fifteen feet (15') for accessory buildings, provided that 
additional height may be permitted if a use permit is first secured. 

(2) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the standard set forth in the base dis- 
trict which is prédominant in the area outside of the boundary of the PF district and in closest prox- 
imity to the proposed location of the facility. 

(b) Minimum Lot Size. Six thousand (6,000) square feet uniess additional area is required by any B combining 
district. 

(c) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width within each lot is sixty feet (60'). 

(d) Maximum Lot Coverage. Forty percent (40%). 

(e) Yard Requirements. The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is 
zoned AR or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 
26-88-040(g). 

(1) Front Yard. Not less than twenty feet (20'), provided, however, that no structure shall be located 
doser than forty-five feet (45') to the centerline of any public road, street or highway. 

(2) Side Yard. Not less than five feet (5') except where the side yard abuts a street in which case such 
yard shall be the same as the front yard. 

(3) Rear Yard. Not less than twenty feet (20'). 
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(4) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any 
exterior property line. 

(5) Cornices, eaves, canopies and similar architectural featiires may extend two feet (2') into any required 
yard. Uncovered porches, fire escapes or landing places may extend six feet (6') into any required 
front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(6) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one ( 1 ) block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a 
depth equal to the average of the front yards of the improved lots, subject to the restrictions of sub- 
section (e)(4) of this section. 

(7) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot; pro- 
vided, that such building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear 
yard. Such accessory buildings shall not be located doser than ten feet (10') to the main buildings on 
the same or adjacent lots. 

(f) Parking Requirements. Parking shall be provided in accordance with the standards established in Article 
86. (Ord. No.. 4973 § 1 l(e), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Artide 54. 

S Study District. 

Sec 26-54-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to permit the conduct of studies and hearings by the planning commission and board of supervisors 
of the county with a view to the adoption of a zoning ordinance, or amendment or addition thereto, by 
increasing control over uses duiing the pericd necessary for such studies and heariogs in order to prevent 
the establishment of uses which will not be in hamiony with the ordinance which may be adopted at the 
conclusion of such studies and heaiings. To that end, S district régulations shall be deemed to be combining 
in nature, supplementary and in addition to ail other zoning régulations which may be applicable to lands 
when they are placed within an S district. At such time as such studies and hearings hâve been concluded 
by the adoption of the zoning ordinance contenaplated at the time the S district classification became 
applicable to the land, such S district classification shaU cease to be applicable to the lands embraced within 
the zoning change effected by the ordinance. Ordinances imposing S district provisions shall hâve no further 
force and effect after the expiration of the time limits imposed by Section 65858 of the Govemment Code 
of the State or any successor thereto (not more than two (2) years). (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-54-010. Permitted uses. 

The following uses shall be permitted in an S district without obtaining a use permit, unless the ordinance 
imposing the S district classification specifically provides otherwise: 

(a) The érection, construction, moving, altération or use of one (I) single-family dwelling per lot; 

(b) Home occupations; 

(c) Accessory buildings and uses clearly incidental to any permitted residential use; 

(d) AU agricultural uses permitted in Section 26-18-010 (RR district) and which are also permitted in the 
base district with which this district is combined; 

(e) Agricultural accessory buildings and uses clearly accessory or incidental to any permitted agricultural 
use, such as bams, stables and other faim outbuildings. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-54-020. Uses permitted with a use permit. 

Uses pemoitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) The érection, construction, moving or altération of any building or structure for any use other than those 
listed in Section 26-54-010; 

(b) The use of any land or existing building or stracture for any use allowed in the applicable base district 
other than those listed in Section 26-54-010. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

26-219 (Reviscd 9-98) 



§ 26-56^5 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26-56-030 

Article 56. 

FI Floodway Combining District. 

Sec 26-56-005. Piirpose. 

Purpose: to provide land use régulations for properties situated in floodways, to safeguard against the effects 
of bank érosion, channel shifts, increased nmoff or other threats to life and property and to implement the 
provisions of the gênerai plan public safety élément. The application of this district shall be based upon data 
from the Fédéral Emergency Management Agency. Additional more detailed engineering analysis of flooding, 
érosion or other conditions may be necessaiy so as to prevent property damage and safeguard the health, safety 
and gênerai welfare of peopie. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-56-010. Location and boiindaries. 

(a) The FI district shall be applied to properties which lie within the floodway as shown on the most récent 
FEMA maps and accompanying report Hie boundaiies of the floodway as indicated on the zoning maps 
should be considered approximate. 

(b) The provisions of this article may be waived by the decision-maJdng body where it is demonstrated 
through engineering analysis, field déterminations or other appropriate data, that the précise floodway 
boundary differs from that shown on the FEMA maps, and provided further, that FEMA ^proval and 
sign-off is fïrst secured. No use shall be approved within the floodway that will significantly increase 
the flood hazard or significantly affect the canying or storage capacity of the floodway. (Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 

Sec 26-56-020. Uses within floodway. 

AU uses allowed within the base district with which this district is combined shall be permitted subject to 
the provisions of Section 26-56-030, except that no new permanent stracture nor structure intended for human 
occupancy shall be permitted within the floodway. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-56-030. Development standards for floodways. 

The decision-making body shall be guided by the foUowing standards in administering the FW district: 

(a) The placement and type of materials used in bank stabilization shall be complementary to surrounding 
development and natural conditions and shall not be depreciaiive of surrounding property values. 

(b) Where, in the opinion of the planning director or other decision-making body, topographie data, 
engineering studies or other stodies are needed to détermine the effects of bank érosion on a proposed 
structure or the effecî of the stmcture, including bank stabilization activities, on the floodway and natural 
végétation, the applicant may be required to submit such data. 
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(c) Within the Laguna de Santa Rosa, a "zéro net fill" policy shall be enforced whereby no fill shall be 
pemiitted to be placed in the Laguna imless an engineering analysis demonstiates that no réduction in 
flood storage capacity would resuit from the placement of fill. For purposes of this article, the "Laguna" 
shall be defined as the Laguna de Santa Rosa and tributaries thereto which are within designated 
floodways on the most récent FEMA maps. 

(d) Temporary structures such as floating docks and moorage facilities may require issuance of a use permit. 

(e) Except as specifïcally allowed in this article, no building or structure shall be constructed, erected, 
moved, converted, altered or enlarged in. the fioodway, nor shall any other condition be allowed which 
would tend to cause significant stream channel altération or adversely affect the cairying or storage 
capacity of a fioodway, or otherwise constitute a threat to life and property. Ordinary maintenance and 
repair of existing nonconforming structures shall be permitted subject to the provisions of Article 94. 
(Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 



• 
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Article 58. 

F2 Floodplâin Combining District 

Sec 26-58-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to provide for the protection from hazards and damage which may resuit firom flood waters. This 
district shall be combined with other districts as provided in this chapter. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-58-010. Location and boimdaries. 

The F2 district shall be applied to propeities which Ue within the one hundred (100) year flood hazard area 
as shown on the most récent FEMA maps and accompanying report. The boundaries of the one hundred (100) 
year floodplâin as indicated on the zoning maps should be considérée approximate. The provisions of this 
article may be waived by the décision making body where it is demonstrated through engineering analysis, 
field déterminations or other appropriate data, that the précise one hundred (1(X)) year floodplâin boundaiy 
differs from that shown on the FEMA maps, and provided finther, that FEMA ^proval and sign-off is first 
secured. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-58-020. Uses ^;nthiii floodplâin. 

Ali uses allowed within the base district with which this district is combioed shall be permitted subject to 
the provisions of Section 26-58-030. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-58-030. Development standards. 

The decision-making body shall be guided by the following standards, the purpose of which is to prevent 
the encroachment of flood waters on adjacent properties as well as preventing undue increase in flood heights 
and danger to Me and property within this distria and adjoining districts: 

(a) Any structure permitted shall be constmcted in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 7B of the 
Sonoma County Code. 

(b) Where, in the opinion of the planning director, or other decision-making body, topographie data, 
engineering smdies or other studies are needed to détermine the effects of flooding on a proposed 
structure, or the effect of the stmcture on the floodway, the apphcant may be required to submit such 
data or studies prepared by compétent engineers or other technicians. 

(c) In combining the F2 district with one or more other zoning districts, new residential, commercial and 
industrial stmctures will be permitted, if designed, constmcted and utiiized so that appréciable damage 
will not occur from the selected flood and provided that such stmctures comply with the flood protection 
régulations established in Chapter 7B of the Sonoma County Code. On parcels not being subdivided 
nor invoiving more than a one (1) acre development site, the Sonoma County water agency will assist 
applicants for building permits in locating the flood profile levels. Subdivisions will be allowed, provided 



• 
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that ail of the area to be subdivided is filled to the élévation of the selected flood profile level prior to 
platdng. 

(d) Within the Laguna de Santa Rosa, a "zéro net fill" policy shall be enforced whereby no fiil should be 
placed in the Laguna unless an engineering analysis demonstrates that no réduction in flood storage 
capacity would resuit from the placement of fill. For puiposes of this article, the "Laguna" shall be 
defined as the Laguna de Santa Rosa and tributaries thereto which are designated as AE on the most 
récent FEMA maps. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 60. ÊBk 

J Manufactured Home Exclusion Combînîng District. 

Sec 26-60-005. Piirpose. 

Puipose: to provide for the exclusion of manufactured homes in areas where the résidents wish to préserve 
the aesthetic and économie integrity of established rural agricultural and residential areas of the county. (Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-60-010. Pennitted uses. 

Ail uses permitted in the respective district with which the J district is combined shall be permitted in a J 
district, except for the following uses which are specifïcally prohibited (umless such uses are conducted on 
lands and where a Williamson Act contract is in effect with respect to the land): 

(a) The use of a travel trailer, 

(b) The storage of more than one (1) travel trailer; 



(c) The placement, use or storage of a manufactured home; provided, however, that a manufactured home 
shall be permitted if it meets the following criteria: 

(1) (i) It has been certified imder the National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Act 

Standards of 1974 and less than ten (10) years hâve elapsed between the date of manufacture 
of the manufactured home and the date of application for the issuance of a permit to install 
the manufactured home, or 

(ii) It is faaoïy-built housing as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 19971; and 

(2) It satisfies the design standards for a manufactured home on a permanent foundation set forth in 
Section 26-88-090. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 



• 
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Article 62. 

SD Scenic Design Combining District. 

Sec. 26-62-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to provide for the préservation of the scenic beauty of the county. The scenic beauty of the county 
is an économie asset whose préservation will contribute to the physical, social, cultural, recreational, aesthetic, 
économie and gênerai welfare of the people by protecting the appearance of the county and encouraging its 
important tourist resource. It is further recognized that the county contains areas of unusual scenic beauty 
and that rapid urbanization has encroached upon and eliminated such scenic areas elsewhere, especially where 
there has been uncontrolled and unregulated placement of structures and roads. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993: Ord. 
No. 1928.) 

Sec. 26-62-010. Height, biilk and area requirements. 

Maximum building heights, minimum lot areas and lot widths, yard requirements and maximum percentages 
of lot coverage shall comply with the requirements for the districts with which the SD régulations are 
combined. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-62-020. Design review approyal. 

Ail plans for land divisions or development projects shall be reviewed and approved, conditionally approved 
or denied by the planning director on the basis of site planning as it relates to designated open space or design 
policies of adopted gênerai, spécifie or area plans or other such design criteria as may hâve been adopted 
by the board of supervisors. Where a use permit is required and following design review approval, develop- 
ment plans shall be reviewed and acted upon by the board of zoning adjustments/planning commission. Where 
a local citizen' s committee has been recognized by the board of supervisors, development plans shall be 
submitted for their review and advisory recommendation prior to approval subject to the provisions of Section 
26-88-040. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 64. 

SR Scenic Resources Combining District. 

Sec. 26-64-005. Purpose. 

Puipose: to préserve the visual character and scenic resources of lands in the county and to implement the 
provisions of Sections 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 of the gênerai plan open space élément (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-64-010. Development criteria. 

Maximum building heights, minimum lot areas and lot widths, yard requirements and maximum percentages 
of lot coverage shall comply with the requirements for the districts with which the SR régulations are 
combined unless otheiwise provided herein. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-64-020. CoDunimity separators and scenic landscape units. 

(a) Ail structures, except certain télécommunications facilities as provided for in Section 26-64-040, located 
within community separators and scenic landscape units illustrated on Figures OS-5a through OS-5i, 
inclusive, of the gênerai plan open space élément and included within the SR district shall be subject 
to the following criteria: 

(1) Structures shall be sited below exposed ridgelines; 

(2) Structures shall use natural landfoims and existing végétation to screen them from view from 
pubUc roads. On exposed sites, screening with native, fire résistant plants may be required; 

(3) Cuts and fiUs are discouraged, and where practical, driveways are screened from pubhc view; 

(4) Utihties are placed underground where economically practical; 

The above criteria shall not apply to agricultural accessory structures which do not require a use permit 
in the district with which this district is combined. 

In the event that compliance with thèse standards would make a parcel unbuildable, stractures shall be 
sited where minimum visual impacts would resuit 

(b) In addition to the criteria listed in subsection (a) of this section, the following standards shall apply to 
subdivisions within community separators and scenic landscape units and included within the SR district 
unless otherwise provided herein: 

(1) Building envelopes shall be established for structures. Use of height limitations should be 
considered, if necessary to ftirther mitigate visual impacts; 

(2) Clustering shall be used to reduce visual impact where consistent with the apphcable base district; 
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^B (3) Building sites and roadways shall be located to préserve trees and tree stands as provided 

Section 26-88-040(m) of this chapter; 



m 



(4) To the extent allowed by law, dedication of a permanent scenic or agricultural easement shall be 
required at the time of subdivision for projects in community separators. Consider requiring such 
easements in ciitical scenic landscape units pursuant to gênerai plan Policy 0S-2g. 

(c) Where development occurs on parcels located both within scenic landscape units and adjacent to scenic 
corridors, the more restrictive provisions set forth in this article shall apply. 

(d) Additional or varied development may be allowed in designated community separators and scenic 
landscape units in accordance with gênerai plan Policies OS- le, and OS-2c, respectively. 

(e) Minor timberland conversions shall be allowed within community separators and scenic landscape units, 
subject to compliance with the requirements of this article and Section 2-88-140. 

(f) Certain single-family dwelling units and appurtenant structures within the area covered by the Taylor 
Mountain/Sonoma Mountain development guidelines shall be subject to Section 26-90-050, as specified 
therein. Where the provisions of this section conflict with the provisions of Section 26-90-050, the 
gênerai plan, or any applicable area plan, the more restrictive provisions shall apply. (Ord. No. 5132 
§ 2, 1999: Ord. No. 4985 § l(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4973 § 12(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-64-030. Scenic corridors. 

The following provisions shall apply to propêrties along scenic corridors illustrated on Figures OS-5a through 
OS-5i, inclusive, of the gênerai plan open space élément unless otherwise provided herein: 

(a) AU structures located within scenic corridors established outside of the uiban service area boundaries 
shown on Figures LU-5a through LU-5i, inclusive, of the gênerai plan land use élément shall be subject 
to the setbacks of thirty percent (30%) of the depth of the lot to a maximum of two hundred feet (2000 
from the centerline of the road. Development within the setback shall be prohibited with the following 
exceptions, where such uses are allowed by the base district with which this district is combined: 

(1) New bams and similar agricultural support structures which are added to existing faim complexes 
provided that such structures proposed within a state scenic highway or where local design review 
exists by community choice in an adopted spécifie or area plan are subject to design review; 

(2) New bams and similar agricultural support structures which do not require a use permit in this 
chapter; provided, however, that such structures proposed within a State Scenic Highway or where 
local design review exists by community choice in an adopted spécifie or area plan are subject 
to design review; 

(3) Maintenance, restoration, reconstruction or minor expansion of existing stractures; 

(4) Certain télécommunication facilities as provided in Section 26-64-040; 
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(5) Other new structures provided they are subject to design review and 
(i) They are associated with existing structures, 

(ii) There is no other reasonable location for the structure, 
(iii) The location within the setback is necessary for the use, or 
(iv) Existing végétation and topography screen the use; 

(6) Compliance with the setback would render the parcel unbuildable; 

(7) Satellite dishes which are not visible from the roadway. 

(b) Where the scenic corridor setback provided for in Section 26-64-030(a), conflicts with the scenic corridor 
setback along Highway 12 established by Ordinance 1810, the latter shall apply. 

(c) A building setback of twenty feet (20') shall be applied along the Highway 101 scenic corridor to 
properties which are within the urban service area boundaiies shown on Figures LU-5b, -5c, -5e, -5g, 
and -5h of the gênerai plan land use élément, to be reserved for landscaping. 

(d) Where development occurs on parcels located both within scenic landscape units and adjacent to scenic 
corridors, the more restrictive provisions set forth in this article shall apply. 

(e) Building permits within the setback estabhshed in Section 26-64-030(a) along Bohemian Highway 
between Occidental and Freestone and Bodega Highway between Bodegâ and Freestone shall be referred 
to the county landmarks commission for review and recommendation. (Ord. No. 4973 § 12(b), 1996; 
Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-64-040. Telecommiimcation facUities în the SR district. 

The following provisions shall apply to télécommunication facilities on properties in community separators, 
scenic landscape units, and scenic corridors as shown on Figures OS-5a through OS-5i, inclusive, of the 
gênerai plan open space élément. 

Télécommunication facilities which are allowed by the applicable base district shall meet the provisions of 
said base district and the applicable standards of Section 26-64-020 or 26-64-030, except that: 

(a) An attached commercial télécommunication facility shall also be subject to design review approval. 

(b) A noncommercial télécommunication facility shall be located, designed, and screened to blend with the 
existing natural or built surroundings so as to minimize visual impacts to the extent feasible. While cuts 
and fills are discouraged, they should be considered if, on balance, they enhance the overall scenic 
quality of the designated scenic resource area. 
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(c) A freestanding commercial télécommunication facility may be considered subject to the following 
additional criteria: 

(1) The facility shall be subject to approval of a use permit. 

(2) While cuts and fills are discouraged, they should be considered if they resuit in enhancement of 
the overall scenic quality of the designated scenic resource area. 

(3) An alternatives analysis shall be prepared by or on behalf of the applicant, subject to the approval 
of the décision making body, which meets the requirements of Section 26-88- 130(a)(3)(xiv). 

(4) A Visual analysis, which may include photo montage, field mock up, or other techniques, shall 
be prepared by or on behalf of the applicant which identifies the potential visoal impacts, at design 
capacity, of the proposed facihty and its feasible alternatives. Considération shall be given to views 
from public areas as well as from private résidences, but shall focus on préservation of scenic 
resources. The analysis shall assess the cumulative impacts of the proposed facility and other 
existing and foreseeable télécommunication facilities, and shall identify and include ail feasible 
mitigation measures consistent with the technological requirements of the proposed télécommunica- 
tion service. (Ord. No. 4973 § 12(c), 1996.) 

Sec. 26-64-050. Design review approval. 

(a) Ail plans for land divisions or development projects shall be reviewed and approved, conditionally 
approved, or denied by the planning director on the basis of compliance with the provisions of this 
article. Where a use permit is required and following design review approval, development plans shall 
be reviewed and acted upon by the board of zoning adjustments/planning commission. Where a local 
citizen' s committee has been recognized by the board of supervisors, development plans shall be 
submitted to such committee for review and advisory recommendation prior to action by the planning 
director. 

(b) For puiposes of this section, "development project" means construction, altération, or modification of 
aresidential, commercial, or industrial stnicmre or appurtenant structure, except as foUows. Agricultural 
uses and structures, including agricultural employée housing and farm family dwellings, are exempt from 
design review under this section to the extent consistent with the agricultural resources and open space 
éléments of the Sonoma County gênerai plan or other sections of this chapter. 

(c) Nothing in this section is intended to trigger the requirements of the Califomia Enviroimtiental Quality 
Act beyond what would exist in the absence of this section. (Ord. 5132 § 3, 1999.) 
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Articie 66. 

BR Biotic Resource Combining District 

Sec. 26-66-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to protect biotic resource coiranunities including critical habitat areas and riparian corridors for their 
habitat and environmental value and to implement the provisions of Sections 3.1 and 3.2 of the gênerai plan 
open space élément. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-66-010. Development criteria. 

Maximum building heights, minimum lot areas and lot widths, yard requirements and maximum percentages 
of lot coverage shall comply with the requirements for the districts wiûi which the BR régulations are 
combined unless otherwise provided herein. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-66-020. Critical habitat area. 

The foUowing provisions shall apply to properties within the BR district which are designated as critical 
habitat areas on Figures 0S-5a through OS-5i, inclusive of the gênerai plan open space élément 

(a) A biotic resource assessment to develop mitigation measures may be required where the planning 
director detennines that a discretionaiy project could adversely impact a designated critical habitat area. 

(b) Building envelopes which avoid critical habitat areas shall be required on tentative maps accompanying 
major or minor subdivisions. 

(c) Building peimits shall require a minimum setback of fifty feet (500 froni the edge of any weûands 
which are within a designated critical habitat area, with the following exceptions: 

(1) Existing farm buildings are exempt and may be expanded or modified, provided that such 
expansion or modification shall not encroach fuither into any wetiand. 

(2) The planning director may waive the setback if, after préparation of a biotic resource assessment, 
it is determined that either: 

(i) Applying the setback makes an otherwise buildable parcel unbuildable; or 

(ii) The stmcture is a nonconomercial agricultural building and must be located adjacent to an 
existing farm complex for efficient faim opération. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-66-030. Riparian corridors. 

The following provisions shall apply to properties within the BR district which are designated as riparian 
corridors on Figures OS-5a through OS-5i, inclusive, of the gênerai plan open space élément Thèse provisions 
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are intended to be protective measures aiong selected streams which balance the need for agricultural 
production, urban development, timber and mining opérations, and flood control, with préservation of riparian 
values. 

Définitions. Riparian corridors designated in the gênerai plan are defined as follows for purposes of this 
chapter: 

(1) "Flatland riparian corridors" include the corridors adjacent to any streams which flow through 
predominantly flat or very gently sloping land, generally with alluvial soil. This classification 
excludes areas covered by (2) and (4). 

(2) **Russian River Riparian Corridor" includes the corridor adjacent to any part of the Russian River 
which is neither located within the above urban riparian corridor nor within the jurisdiction of a 
city. 

(3) "Upland riparian corridors" include the corridors adjacent to streams not included in catégories 
(1), (2) and (4). 

(4) "Urban riparian corridors" include those portions of designated corridors within urban residential, 
commercial, industriel or public/quasi-public land use catégories. 

(a) The BR district shall be àpplied to streamside conservation areas along designated riparian corridors. 
The outermost boundaries of streamside conservation areas within the BR zoning district as indicated 
on the zoning maps should be considered approximate in order to allow for parcel spécifie détermina- 
tions of the appropriate classification of â riparian corridor as a flatland or upland corridor based upon 
more detailed analysis of the parcel topography, and for the purpose of this section, shall be measured 
firom the top of the higher bank as detennined by the Sonoma County water agency, for designated 
riparian corridors as follows: 

(1) Urban riparian corridors, fifty feet (50'); 

(2) Russian River Riparian Corridor, two hundred feet (200'); 

(3) Flatland riparian corridor, one hundred feet (100'); 

(4) Upland riparian corridor, fifty feet (50'). 

(b) Except as allowed by subsection (c) of this section, stmctures, roads, utility lines, parking lots, planting 
of lawns, grading, fiil or excavation shall be prohibited within any streamside conservation area. This 
prohibition may be waived if: 

(1) It makes a lot unbuildable and végétation removal is mdnimized; 

(2) No significant disturbance of riparian habitat would occur; or 
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(3) The use involves only the maintenance, restoration or minor expansion of an existing structure. 

The planning director may require a biotic resource assessment piior to waiver of this prohibition so 
thaï any potentially significant adverse effects on riparian habitat can be avoided or mitigated. 

(c) The following uses where allowed by the base district with which this district is combined shail be 
considered within any streamside conservation area. Such uses are also subject to the requirements of 
the base district: 

(1) Timber opérations conducted in accordance with an approved timber harvest plan; 

(2) Streamside maintenance carried out by or under the authorization of responsible flood control 
agencies or pursuant to a permit issued by said responsible agencies; 

(3) Road crossings and street crossings, utility line crossings; 

(4) Mining opérations conducted in accordance with the county surface mining and réclamation 
ordinance; 

(5) Permitted summer dams; 

(6) Grazing and sinuiar agricultural production activities not involving structures or cultivation, except 
as defined by subsection (7) below; 

(7) Agricultural Cultivation. 

(i) Locaied no doser than one hundred f eet ( 1 000 from the top of the bank in the Russian River 
riparian corridor, 

(ii) Located no doser than fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank in flaîland riparian corridors, 

(iii) Located no doser than twenty-five feet (250 from the top of the bank in upland riparian 
corridors, 

(iv) The setbacks of subsections (c)(7)(i) through (iv) of this section may be reduced through the 
use permit process or through a plan approved by the planning director provided the owner 
includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabilization and biotic impacts; 

(8) Sélective végétation removal as part of an integraied pest maniement program administered by 
the agricultural commissioner; 

(9) Creekside bikeways, trails and parks within urban riparian corridors; 

(10) Development authorized by waiver under subsection (b) of this section. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 67. 

VOH VaUey Oak Habitat Combînîng District. 

Sec 26-67-005. Purpose. 

ï*uipose: to protect and enhance valley oaks and valley oak woodiands and to impiement the provisions of 
Section 5.1 of the gênerai plan resource conservation élément. (Ord. No. 4991 § l(h), 1996.) 

Sec 26-67-010. Interprétation. 

The provisions of this article shall be liberally constiued to effectuate the purpose of this article. Where a 
provision of this article conflicts with another provision of this chapter or this code, the more restrictive 
provision shaU prevail. (Ord. No. 4991 § l(h), 1996.) 

Sec 26-67-020. Permitted uses. 

Ail uses permitted within the respective district with which the VOH district is combined shall be permitted 
in the VOH district, subject to the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 4991 § l(h), 1996.) 

Sec 26-67-030. Mitigation required — Exceptions. 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), when any person cuts down or removes any large valley oak, or 
any smaU valley oaks having a cumulative diameter at breast height greater than sixty inches (60"), on 
any property within the VOH district, such person shall mitigate the resulting valley oak loss by one 
of the folio wing measures: (1) retaining other valley oaks on the subject property, (2) planting 
replacement valley oaks on the subject property or on another site in the county having the geogr^hic, 
soil, and other conditions necessary to sustain a viable population of valley oaks, (3) a combination of 
measures (1) and (2), or (4) paying an in-Iieu fee, which shall be used exclusively for valley oak planting 
programs in the county. Such person shall hâve the sole discrétion to détermine which mitigation 
measure to use to mitigate the valley oak loss. The requirements for each mitigation measure are 
specified in Table 26-67-030. The selected mitigation measure shall be undertaken and completed within 
one (1) year after the valley oak or valley oaks are eut down or removed in accordance with guidelines 
established by resolution or ordinance of the board of supervisors. 

(b) This section shall not apply to the cutting down or removal of any valley oak within the VOH district 
that is (1) determined necessary by emergency personnel engaged in emergency procédures, (2) dead 
or iiretrievably damaged or destroyed by causes beyond the property owner's control, including, without 
limitation, fîre, fIoo4 wind, lightning, or earth movement, or (3) part of a deveiopment project subject 
to the provisions of Section 26-67-040. 
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TABLE 26-67-030 
MITIGATION REQUÏREMENTS FOR CUTTING DOWN OR REMOVING VALLEY OAKS 

WITHIN THE VOH DISTRICT 

LARGE VALLEY OAKS 



Diameter at Breast Hdght 
of Large Valley Oak Being 
Cut Down or Removed 

Greater than 20 inches 



Valley Oak Rétention 
Requireznent' 



Retain 1 or more crées 
having a cumulative 
diameter ai breast 
hei^t equal to or 
greater than the diame- 
ter at breast bdght 
being cut down or 
removed 



Valley Oak 

Replacement 

Reqoirement^ 

Plant 16 trees 



Valley Oak Rétention and 
Replacement Reqoirement^ 

Retain 1 or more trees hav- 
ing a cumulative diameter ai 
breast faeig^t equal to or 
greater than one-half the 
diameter at breast height 
being cut down or removed 
and plant 8 trees 



Ail retained trees shall be valiey oaks. 

AU replacement trees shall be valiey oak acoms, seedlings. saplings, or container grown stock. 



In-LJeu Fee 
Requirement 

S 50.00 



SMALL VALLEY OAKS 



Cumulative Diameter at 
Breast Hdght of Small 
Valiey Oaks Being Ont 
Down or Removed 

60 inches of less 

Greater than 60 inches up to 
and induding 80 inches 



Greater than 80 inches up to 
and including 100 inches 



VaUey Oak Rétention 


Valley Oak 


Valley Oak Rétention and 


In-Lieu Fee 


Requirement^ 


Replacement 
Requirement^ 


Replacement Requirement^ 


Requirement 


None 


None 


None 


None 


Retain 1 or more trees 


Plant 16 trees 


Retain 1 or more trees hav- 


S 50.00 


having a cumulative 




ing a cumulative diameter ai 




diameter at breast 




breast height equal to or 




height equal to or 




greater than ihe aimulative 




greater than the cumu- 




diameter ai breast height 




lative diameter at 




beiag cut down or removed 




breast height being cut 




and plant 8 trees 





down or removed 

Retain 1 or more trees 
having a cumulative 
diameter at breast 
height equal to or 
greater than the cumu- 
lative diameter at 
breast height being cul 
down or removed 



Plant 20 trees 



Reiain 1 or more trees hav- 
ing a cumulative diameter ai 
breast height equal to or 
greater than the cumulative 
diameter ai breast height 
being cui down or removed 
and plant 10 trees 



AU retained trees shaU be valiey oaks. 

AU replacement trees shall be vaUey oak acoms, seedUngs, saplings, or container grown stock. 



$75.00 
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Cumulative Diameter at 
Breast Height of Small 
Valley Oaks Bemg Cut 
Down or Removed 

Greater ihan 100 inches up 
to and including 120 inches 



Greater than 120 inches up 
to and including 140 inches 



Greater than 140 inches 



TABLE 26-67-030 (continued) 
SMALL VALLEY OAKS 



Valley Oak Rétention 
Requirement^ 



Retain 1 or more trees 
having a cumulative 
diameter at breast 
height equal to or 
greater than the cimiu- 
laiive diameter at 
breast height being cut 
down or removed 

Retain 1 or more trees 
having a cumulative 
diameter at breast 
hdgbt equal to or 
greater than the cumu- 
lative diameter at 
breast height bemg cut 
down or removed 

Retain 1 or more trees 
having a cumulative 
diameter at breast 
height equal to or 
greater than the cumu- 
lative diameter at 
breast height being cut 
down or removed 



Valley Oak 

Replacement 

Requirement^ 

Plant 24 trees 



Plant 28 trees 



Plant 32 trees 
plus additional 
4 trees for each 
20 inches of 
cumulative 
diameter at 
breast height 
being cut down 
or removed 
over 140 inches 



Valley Oak Rétention and 
Replacement Reqnirement^ 



Retain 1 or more trees hav- 
ing a cumulative diameter at 
breast height equal to or 
greater than the cumulative 
diameter at breast height 
being cut down or removed 
and plant 12 trees 

Retain 1 or more trees hav- 
ing a cumiilative diameter at 
breast height equal to or 
greater than the cumulative 
diameter ai breast height 
being cut down or removed 
and plant 14 tiees 

Retain 1 or more trees hav- 
ing a cumulative diameter ai 
breast height equal to or 
greater than the cumulative 
diameter at breast height 
being cut down or removed 
and plant 16 trees, plus addi- 
tional 2 trees for each 20 
inches of cumulative diame- 
ter at breast height being cut 
down or removed over 140 
inches 



In-Lieu Fee 
Reqnirement 



$100.00 



$125.00 



$150.00, plus 
additional 
$25.00 for 
each 20 inch- 
es of cumula- 
tive diameter 
at breast 
height being 
cut down or 
removed over 
140 inches 



* AU retained trees shall be valley oaks. 

* AU replacement trees shall be valley oak acoms, seedlings, sapiings, or container grown stock. 

(Ord. No. 4991 § l(h), 1996.) 

Sec. 26-67-040. Design review approval. 

Where any development project within the VOH district is subject to design review pursuant to another 
provision of tbis chapter, the design review approval shall include measures to protect and enhance valley 
oaks on the project site in accondance with giiidelines adopted by resolution or ordinance of the board of 
supervisors. Such measures shall include, but not be limited to, a requirement that valley oaks shall comprise 
a minimum of fîfty percent (50%) of the required iandscape trees for the development project. (Ord. No. 4991 
§ l(h), 1996.) 
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Sec 26-67-050. Penalty for violation of article. 

Any person who knowingly fails to comply with tfae roitigadon or design review requirements of this article 
shall be required to mîtigate any valley oak loss at five (5) times the rate otherwise required by this article. 
(Ord. No. 4991 § l(h), 1996.) 



• 
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Article 68. 

HD Historié Combînîng District. 

Sec. 26-68-005. Purpose. 

Puipose: to protect those structures, sites and areas tfaat are remainders of past eras, events and persons 
important in local, state or national history, or which provide significant examples of architectural styles of 
the past, or which are unique and irreplaceable assets to the county and its communities. (Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 

Sec 26-68-010. Désignation of historic structures and historic districts. 

Pursuant to the normal zoning procédures: 

(a) An individual structure or an integrated group of structures on a single lot or lots having a spécial 
historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value as a historic structure may be designated; and 

(b) An area having spécial historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value as a historic district may 
be designated. Before creating a historic district the advice of local citizens and committees may be 
soughL (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-68-020. Altérations of designated historic structures and new construction within a 
historic district 

No zoning permit authorizing altérations (including démolition) in the exlerior of a stmcture within the 
boundaries of a historic district and no zoning pennits authorizing constmction of a new building within the 
boundaries of a historic district shall be granted unless approvai has been granted by the county landmarks 
conamission. In ail cases where the request for a zoning permit involves démolition alone, however, the county 
landmarks commission shall take action on such request within six months of the date of application for the 
permit. It is not intended by this chapter to grant the county landmarks commission jurisdiction over zoning 
or use permit matters other than in the area of design review. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-68-030. Standards goveming décisions of county landmarks commission. 

In determining whether to approve or to disapprove an application for a zoning permit required by Section 
26-68-020, the county landmarks commission shall apply the standards: 

(a) Described in the purpose of this article, set out in the ordinance codified in this chapter; and 

(b) Such additional standards as may be specifically delineated upon the particular sectional district map 
establishing the historic zoning district for a particular area. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec 26-68-040. Appeal to planning commission and/or board of supervisors. 

(a) Any interested person(s) may appeal the décision of the county landmarks commission mider this article 
to the Sonoma Comity planning commission in the manner required by Section 26-92-040. 

(b) Any interested person(s) may appeal the décision of the planning commission under this ardcle to the 
Sonoma County board of supervisors in the manner required by Section 26-92-160. (Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 
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Article 70. 

G Géologie Hazard Area Combinîng District 

Sec 26-70-005. Porpose. 

Purpose: to reduce mmecessaiy exposure of people and property to risks of damage or injury from eaith- 
quakes, landslides and other géologie hazards in the Alquist-Priolo Spécial Studies Zone and to implement 
the provisions of Section 2.3 of the gênerai plan public safety élément. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-70-010. Location and boimdaries. 

The G district may be applied to properties which are located within the Alquist-Priolo Spécial Studies zone. 
(Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-70-020. Permitted oses. 

AU uses pennitted within the respective district with which the G district is combined shall be permitted, 
except that no structure iuiended for human occupancy or otherwise defined as a project in the Alquist-Priolo 
Spécial Studies Zone Act, shail be pennitted to be placed across the trace of an active fault or within fifty 
feet (500 of the surface trace of any fault (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-70-030. Géologie reports required. 

Géologie reports shall be required for development of properties within the G district and shall describe the 
hazards and shall include mitigation measures to reduce risks to acceptable levels. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 72. 

MR Minerai Resource Combîning District 

Sec. 26-72-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to conserve and protect iand thaï is necessary for future minerai resource production. The MR district 
is intended to be applied only where consistent with the aggregate resources management plan and combined 
with base zoning within the gênerai plan 's Iand intensive, agriculture, Iand extensive agriculture, diverse 
agriculture and resources and rural development Iand use catégories. This zone allows mining with the 
issuance of a surface mining use permit and the approval of a reclamaîion plan, but restricts residential and 
other incompatible uses. Its uses supersede ihose allowedin the applicable base district. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993: 
Ord. No. 2862) 

Sec 26-72-010. Permitted uses. 

(a) Geotecimical studies involving no grading or construction of new roads or pads; 

(b) Timber management including planting, raising and harvesting of trees and logs for lumber or fuel 
woods subject to requirements of Caiifomia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection; 

(c) Raising, grazing, maintaining and breeding of horses, cattle, sheep, goats and similar animais; 

(d) The outdoor growing and harvesting of plants, flowers, fruits, vegetables, shrubs, vines, trees, hay , grain 
and other similar food and fiber crops. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be 
permitted in the following areas: 

(1) Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Corridor, 

(2) Within fifiy feet (500 from the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (250 froin the top of the bank on designated upland riparian corridors. 

Agricultural cultivation may be allowed as set out in subsections (d)(l) through (3) of this section upon 
approval of a management plan which includes appropriate mitigation for potential érosion, bank 
stabilization and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the plarming director or by use permit 
pursuant to Section 26-72-020(k); 

(e) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, vines, trees, hay, grain and similar food and fiber crops 
provided that the greenhouse or similar structure for indoor growing is less than eight hundred (800) 
square feet; 

(f) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing or similar préparation of crops which are grown 
on the site but not including agricultural processing; 
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(g) Temporaiy or seasonal sales and promotion, and incidental storage of crops or fuel woods which are 
grown on the site; 

(h) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion of livestock which hâve been raised on the site; 

(i) Beekeeping. 

(j) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria for such facilities 
in the CO district set forth in Section 26-88-130; 

(k) Minor freestanding coromercial télécommunication facilities thaï are consistent with any applicable 
mining and réclamation plan, and subject to the applicable criteria for such facilities in the CO district 
set forth in Section 26-88-130, and subject to ^proval of a zoning permit, including environmental 
review, for which written notice, including a site plan and one (1) élévation with dimensions for such 
facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days 
prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been 
received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held 
pursuant to the above section. 

(1) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (800 or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height 
are subject to approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property 
owners and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and 
provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. 
In the event of an ^peal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section. (Ord. 
No. 4973 § Î3(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-72^20. Uses permitted vdtb. a use permit. 

Uses permitted with a use permit include the following: 

(a) Minerai extraction and production as described below. In addition to meeting the requirements of this 
chapter, every use permit issued hereunder shall meet the requirements for a surface mining permit under 
the surface mining and réclamation ordinance, Chapter 26A of the Sonoma County Code and as such, 
when approved, shall constimte the surface mining permit required by C3iapter 26A-3. 

(1) Hardrock quany opérations; defined as processed or crushed rock opérations which entail the 
extraction, stockpiling, processing and sale of bedrock géologie deposits. 

(i) Asphalt batch plants incidental to hardrock quarries, 

(ii) Cernent concrète batch plants incidental to hardrock quarries, 

(iii) Equipment storage yards incidental to resource management, including packing, repairing 
and storage of equipment so used, 
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(iv) Accessory stnictures, offices or other uses incidental to hardrock quairy opérations, 

(2) River terrace opérations, defined as sand and gravel opérations which entail the extraction, 
stockpiling, processing and sale of sand and gravel from tenace floodplain deposits. 

(i) Sand and gravel opérations which entail the extraction, stockpiling, processing and sale of 
sand, gravel, overburden, and topsoil, 

(ii) Equipment storage yards incidental to resonrce management, including parking, repairing and 
storage of equipment so used, 

(iii) Accessory structures, offices or other uses incidental to river terrace opérations, 

(3) Instream opérations; defined as sand and gravel opérations which entail the extraction and sale 
of sand, gravel, and overburden from streams and rivers. Processing shall be limited to the removal 
and placement of oversized (+3") particles; 

(b) The raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of poultry , fowl, rabbits, fur-bearing animais or animais 
such as veal calves, pigs, hogs and the like, which are continuously confined in and around bams, corrals 
and simiiar areas for other than domestic purposes. Incidental processing of such ammaU which are 
raised on site. This subsection shall not be interpreted so as to require a use permit for animais allowed 
by Section 26-72-010(c); 

(c) Geotechnical studies which involve grading or construction of new roads or pads; 

(d) Conamercial harvesting and sales of off-site fuel woods not subject to the requirement of the Calif omia 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection; 

(e) Controlled bums undertaken for purposes of fuel load mans^ement and wildlife habitat enhancement; 

(f) Oil and gas wells; 

(g) Unpaved private landing strips; 

(h) Accessory structures, or uses incidental and appurtenant to any use for which a use permit has been 
granted or is required; 

(i) Water conservation dams and ponds; 

(j) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission and distribution lines and 
télécommunication faciiities excepted) including, but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping 
stations, téléphone exchanges, small power and transformer stations, fire and police stations and training 
centers, service yards and parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of gênerai plan Policy 
PF-2s and which are otherwise exempt by state law; 
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(k) Agricultural cultivation in the foUowing areas, for which a management plan bas not been approyed 
pursuant to Section 26-72-010(d). 

(1) Within one hundred feet (1000 from the top of the bank in the Russian River Riparian Coixidor, 

(2) Within fifty feet (500 from the top of the bank in designated flatland riparian corridors, 

(3) Within twenty-five feet (250 from the top of the bank on designated upland riparian corridors; 
(1) Game préserves and refuges; 

(m) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial teieconamunication facilities subject at a minimum to 
the applicable criteria for such facilities in the C2 district set forth in Section 26-88-130 and provided 
that the proposed faciiity is consistent with any applicable mining and réclamation plans. 

(n) Nonconmiercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (800 in height subjea at a minimum 
to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26-88-130 and provided that the proposed faciiity is 
consistent with any applicable mining and réclamation plans. (Ord. No. 4973 § 13(b), (c), 1996; Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-72-030. Peimitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and stractures within this district is subject to this article and the applicable régulations of 
this chapter. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area 
development guidelines shaU supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Density. Residential density shall be as shown in the gênerai plan land use élément, or that density 
permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. There shall be no minimum lot size 
for inclusion into the MR district 

(b) Minimum Yard Requirements for Uses Other than Minerai Extraction and Production: 

(1) Front Yard Required. Ten percent (10%) of the depth of the lot, but not more than one hundred 
feet (1000 nor less than thirty feet (300- 

(2) Side Yard Required. Ten percent (10%) of the width of the lot, but not more than fifty feet (500- 

(3) Rear Yard Required. Fifty feet (500- 

(c) Maximum Building Height. 

(1) Fifty feet (500, provided that additional height may be permitted where spécial structures are 
required if a use permit or use permit waiver is first secured in each case. 
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(2) Maximum faeight for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and 
Section 26-88-130. 

(d) Parking Requirements. 

(1) On-site parking shall be screened where practicai from view from public roadways by naiural 
végétation, iandscaping, natural topography, fencing or strucmres. 

(2) On-site parking shall not block emergency vehicle accessways and tumarounds. (Ord. No. 4973 
§ 13(d),1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993; Ord. No. 2862.) 



(Revised 9-98) 



26-244 



§ 26-74-005 SONOMA COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS § 26-74-020 

Article 74. 

P Parking District Régulations. 

Sec 26-74-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to designate areas which are cridcally needed for public parking within established commercial 
districts- Its uses supercede those allowed in the applicable base district. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-74-010. Permitted uses. 

Permitted uses include the following: 

(a) Open-air paridng of transient automobiles, except txucks over one thousand five hundred ( 1 ,500) pounds 
capacity. Where such parking area abuts propeity classified for residential uses, it shall be separated 
tberefrom by a solid masomy or sùmilar wall six feet (6') in height; provided such wall, measured from 
the front property line to a depth equal to the required front yard on the abutting residentially zoned 
property, shall be three feet (30 in height. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-74-020. Design review approTal. 

Design review approval in a P district shall be required in the manner provided in Article 86 for uses 
pennitted in Section 26-74-010(a). (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 



• 
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Article 76. 

Z Second Unit Exclusion Combining District 

Sec 26-76-005. Purpose. 

Puipose: the purpose of this district is to provide for the exclusion of second units in the following areas: 

(a) Areas where there is an inadéquate supply of water for drinking or fïrefighting purposes; 

(b) Areas where there are inadéquate sewer services or danger of groimdwaîer contamination; 

(c) Areas where the addition of second units would contribute to existing trafîïc hazards or increase the 
burden on heaviiy impacted streets, roads or highways; and 

(d) Areas where, because of topography, access or végétation, there is a signifîcant fire hazard. (Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-76-010. Peimitted uses. 

Ail uses peraaitted in the respective district with which the Z district is combined shall be permitted in the 
Z district, except for the establishment, placement or construction of a second unit otherwise authorized by 
Section 26-92-040. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) ÉÊ^ 
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Article 78. 

B Combinîng Districts. 

Sec 26-78-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to specify residential density and/or minimum parcel or lot size for a paiticular parcel, lot or area 
(Ord. No- 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-78-010. GeneraDy. 

The following régulations shall apply to the respective B districts: 

Combining 

District: Requirements: 

B6 The adopted zoning maps shall specify the maximum permitted density, deteimined by gross 

acreage for ail residential uses. Minimum front, side and rear yard requirements and the minimum 
parcel or lot size, if not otherwise specified, shall conform to the base district with which the B6 
district is combined unless specifically approved otherwise by the planning commission. 

B7 Minimum parcel or lot size shall be as specified on the recorded final or parcel maps and the 

parcels or lots shall not be further subdivided. The B7 combining district signifies that the lot has 
been frozen in order to restrict furdier subdivision of large remaining parcels left after approval 
of a clustered subdivision as provided in gênerai plan Policy LU-6c. A lot line adjustment may 
be apphed for, processed, and approved pursuant to Chapter 25 of the Sonoma County Code and 
this chapter. Minimum front, side and rear yard requirements shall conform to the base district 
with which the B7 district is combined unless specifically approved otherwise by the planning 
commission. 

B8 Minimum parcel or lot size shall be as specified on the recorded final or parcel map and the 

parcels or lots shall not be further subdivided. The B8 combining district signifies that the lot has 
been frozen for one of the following reasons: 

1. The property is designated rural residential on the gênerai plan land use map, but is subject 
to a Williamson Act contract; 

2. The property hes within the designated urban service boundary surromiding a city where the 
county intends to limit urban development until annexation or similar occurrence pursuant 
to a gênerai plan area policy; 

3. The property is subject to a spécifie plan or area plan pohcy where the county intends to limit 
urban development for the reasons set forth in the appUcable plan. 
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A lot line adjustment may be applied for, processed, and approved pursuant to Chapter 25 of the Sonoma ^B 

Coiinty Code and this chapter. Minimum front, side and rear yard requirements shall conform to the base ^^ 

district with which the B8 district is combined unless specifically approved otherwise by the planning 
commission. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 



• 
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Article 80. 

TS TrafBc Sensitîve Combining District. 

Sec 26-80-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: the traffic sensitive combining district is intended to implement the provisions of Section 2.3.3 of 
the Sonoma County gênerai plan land use élément, providing sites for uses allowed by the base zoning district, 
but which are constrained by severe traffic congestion. (Ord. No. 4828 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-80-010. Permitted uses and uses permitted with a use pennit 

AU permitted uses and uses permitted with a use permit in the apphcable district with which the TS district 
is combined, except that the intensity of such uses shall be limîted so as not to exceed anticipated traffic 
génération leveis which are specified below: 

1. Each parcel designated "limited commercial" within the Sonoma Valley redevelopment area on the 
gênerai plan land use map shall be limited to a total of sixty-three (63) trips per acre per weekday 
evening peak hour. 

2. Each parcel designated "limited commercial traffic sensitive" within the aforementioned area shall be 
limited to a total of eighteen (18) trips per acre per weekday evening peak hour. 

3. In addition to the above traffic leveis, development on thèse parcels must also be found consistent with 
Objective CT-2.1 and Pohcy CT-2a of the gênerai plan circulation and transit élément. 

The most récent trip génération inanual pubhshed by the Instimte of Transportation Engineers shall be used 
to evaluate projects in order to détermine the number of trips the proposed uses will generate and thereby 
the intensity of uses permitted. (Oni. No. 4828 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-80-020. Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and stractures is subject to the standards of the apphcable base district except thaï the 
intensity and type of permitted uses may be limited by specified traffic leveis. The most récent trip génération 
manual published by the Instimte of Transportation Engineers shaU be used to détermine the traffic leveis 
which would resuit from proposed uses. 

A summaiy table of anticipated traffic leveis resulting firom varions catégories of use ft-om the trip génération 
manual is available at the Sonoma County planning department. (Ord. No. 4828 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 
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Article 81. 

MHP MobUehome Park Combîning District. 

Sec 26-81-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to implement land use élément Section 2.2.1 and Housing Elément Policies HE-2k and HE-4o of 
the gênerai plan to encourage the development of new mobilehome paiks and the complète évaluation of 
requests to convert existing mobilehome parks. The uses allowed in Sections 26-81-010 and 26-81-020 shall 
supersede the uses allowed by the applicable base district. This district shall be applied only to parcels located 
within urban service areas mapped in the gênerai plan, and, where such a parcel is deyeloped with an existing 
mobilehome park, this district shall not be applied if such mobilehome park contains fewer than ten (10) 
mobilehome lots. (Ord. No. 4774 § 1(B), 1994.) 

Sec 26-81-010. Pennitted uses. 

(a) One (1) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation, per lot of record; 

(b) Accessory buildings and uses appuitenant to the dwelling unit permitted under subsection (a) of this 
section; 

(c) Infill and expansion of existing mobilehome parks by adding new mobilehome lots in existing 
mobilehome parks where the number of new mobilehome lots does not exceed more than ten percent 
(10%) of the total number of mobilehome lots existing at the time of the application, to a maximum 
of twenty (20) units; 

(d) Maintenance, repair or modification of existing recreational, infrastructure and accessory facilities of 
a mobilehome park, where such mobilehome park bas been previously approved under a use permit, 
or as provided for in subsection (c) of this section. 

(e) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice is given pursuant to Section 26-92-050 stating 
"The Sonoma County Planning Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (and 
describing the nature and duration of the even) on this property if a written appeal is not received within 
ten (10) days prior to the issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Sonoma County Code 
Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person, and provided that approval is secured 
from the foUowing departments: sheriff, pubhc health, fire services, building inspection and pubhc 
Works." In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26-92-040; 

(f) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fîber crops; 

(g) Mobilehome park stock coopératives and condominiums. (Ord. No. 4774 § 1(B), 1994.) 
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Sec 26-S1-020. Uses permitted with à use permit 

(a) Mobilehome parks, inciuding appurtenant structures serving the recreational, social and service needs 
of the mobilehome park résidents, and recreational vehicle parks, only as an accessory use to a proposed 
or existing mobilehome park; 

(b) Closure, or cessation of use of a mobilehome park, provided that the criteria set forth in Sections 26-8 1 - 
040 and 26-92-090 and applicable state law, are met; 

(c) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses, which: 

(1) Meet the criteria set forth in gênerai plan Policy PF-2s, 

(2) Will not adversely effect the existing or potential use of the property as a mobilehome park, 

(3) Are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

Such uses include but are not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone 
exchanges, small power and transformer stations, fïre and police stations and training centers, service 
yards and parking lots; 

(d) Mobilehome sales, recreational vehicle parks; provided, that such uses shall only be permitted where 
the parcel under considération is contiguous on at least two (2) sides, to parcels located in a gênerai 
conunercial or a gênerai industrial gênerai plan land use category. (Ord. No. 4774 § 1(B), 1994.) 

Sec 26-81-030. Permitted reâdential density and development criteria. 

Maximum building height, minimum lot area and lot width, yard requirements and maximum percentage of 
lot coverage shall comply with the requirements for the district with which the MHP district is combined, 
unless otherwise provided herein. 

(a) Residential Density. The maximum residential density is one (1) dwelling unit on a lot of record, 
provided, however, that for a mobilehome paik the residential density shall not exceed the density 
requirements shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or that permitted by a "B" combining district, 
whichever is more restrictive. 

(b) Minimum Lot Size. Four (4) acres. 

(c) Minimum Lot Width. The minimum average lot width required within each lot is two hundred forty-five 
(245) feet. 

(d) Lot Coverage. 

(1) Where the use of the property is one dwelling (1) unit and accessory structures, ail stmctures shall 
be clustered in an area not to exceed a total of six thousand (6,000) square feet. 
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(2) Where the use of the property is a mobilehome park, the permitted lot coverage is subject lo ^B 

compliance with the development standards set forth below in this section. 

(e) Parking Requirements: 

(1) Ail uses listed in Sections 26-81-010 and 26-81-020 shall provide off-street parking in accordance 
with the standards set forth in Article 86. 

(2) In addition to the requirements of subsection (f)(l) of this section, mobilehome paiks shall provide 
parking as required by subsection (g)(9) of this section. 

(f) Where the provisions of this subsection conflict with any other section of this chapter, the provisions 
of this subsection shall control. In addition to compliance with ail of the requirements of subsection 
(a) through (e) of this section, mobilehome parks shall comply with ail of the following development 
standards: 

(1) Compliance with Standards Generally. AU mobilehome parks shall be developed in conformance 
with minimum design and improvement standards set forth in this subsection. 

(2) Ail mobilehome paiks shall be subject to design review by the planning director in accordance 
with Article 82 and shall meet ail provisions of this section; provided, that when a change in 

design of any existing mobilehome park is determined by the planning director to be necessary ^^ 

and such change in design would not allow for fiill comphance with a provision of this section, ^^m 

the planning director shall hâve the authority to make such a détermination as necessary for the 
administration of this section. 

(3) Mobilehome paik lot lines shall not be created, moved, shifted or altered except as provided for 
in Section 26-88- 100(c), provided, however, that where infill and expansion of existing 
mobilehome parks by adding new mobilehome lots in existing mobilehome parks is proposed 
pursuant to Section 26-81-010(d), such infill or expansion shall not be approved if the project 
requires the relocation of any existing mobilehome or mobilehome lot lines. 

(4) Development plans shail be submitted pursuant to Section 26-88- 100(d). 

(5) Development may be in stages so long as each stage meets the minimum standards of Section 
26-88-100(e). 

(6) Layout. The planning director shall approve the layout of each mobilehome park based on the 
following criteria: 

(i) Ail of the requirements set forth in Section 26-88- 100(f); 

(ii) The maximum permitted residential density set out in subsection (a) of this section; 
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(iii) The minimum distance for the séparation of a mobilehome from a permanent building, 
excluding storage cabinets, shall comply with the requirements of Part 21, commencing with 
Section 18200 of the Health and Safety Code or its successors and any administrative 
régulation adopted pursuant thereto. 

(7) Setbacks for ail structures and mobiiehomes shall be provided in accordance with the requirements 
set forth in Section 26-88- 100(h). 

(8) Païking shall be provided in accordance with the requirements set forth in Section 26-88-100(i). 

(9) Each mobilehome park that accommodâtes twenty-fîve (25) or more mobiiehomes shall contain 
a minimum of one hundied (100) square feet of récréation space per mobilehome site; except, that 
when children are allowed, an additional three hundred (300) square feet per site shall be added, 
but in no case shall the total récréation space be less than five thousand (5,000) square feet in area 
nor less than two thousand five hundred (2,500) square feet for any one (1) récréation area. 
Récréation space design and location shall be ^proved by the planning director. 

(10) Ail utility distribution facilities shall conçly with the requirements set forth in Section 26-88- 
100(k). 

(11) Storage Facilities, Garbage Collection. The total floor area of storage cabinets shall not exceed 
the maximum permitted by Part 21, commencing with Section 18200 of the Health and Safety 
Code or its successors and any administrative régulation adopted pursuant thereto. Adéquate trash 
enclosures and garbage collection shall be provided. AU refuse collection areas shall comply with 
the requirements set foith in Section 26-88-100(1). 

(12) Accessory uses shall comply with the requirements set forth in Section 26-88- lOO(m). 

(13) The use of travel trailers for permanent occupancy in a mobilehome park, for storage by permanent 
occupants, or for ovemight use of spaces is subject to compliance with the requirements set forth 
in Section 26-88-100(n). 

(14) Walls, fences, etc., are subject to conrpliance with the requirements set forth in Section 26-88- 
lOO(o). 

(15) Landscaping shall be provided in accordance with the requirements set forth in Section 26-88- 
100(p). 

(16) Signage shall comply with the requirements set forth in Section 26-88-100(q). 

(17) Ail streets shall be located and improved pursuant to the standards set forth in Part 21, commenc- 
ing with Section 18200 of the Health and Safety Code or its successors and any administrative 
régulation adopted pursuant thereto. 
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(18) AU mobilehome park developments shall comply with the circulation requirements set forth in 
Section 26-88-100(s). 

(19) Ail pertinent state and county régulations conceming the development and opération of 
mobilehome paiks shall be observed. Nothing contained in this section shall be constraed to 
abrogate, void or minimize such other pertinent régulations. 

(h) Design review approval shall be required in the manner provided in Article 82, for ail mobilehome park 
developments, inciuding expansions and modifications of existing mobilehome paiks. (Ord. No. 4774 
§ 1(B), 1994.) 

Sec 26-81-040. Procédures for dosure, cessation of use or conversioii of a mobilehome park. 

Closure, cessation of use of a parcel or parcels as a mobilehome park, or conversion of a mobilehome park 
to an alternative land use, shall require approval of a use permit, as provided for in Section 26-81-020(b). 
(Ord. No. 4774 § 1(B), 1994.) 
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Artide 82. 

Design Revîew. 

Sec 26-82-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: in order to cany out the objectives of this chapter and to protect values, plans for new or altered 
uses, structures and land divisions in certain zoning districts shall be reviewed by the planning director or 
his appointed design review committee. The intent of this article is not to stifie individual initiative, but to 
set f orth the minimums necessary to achieve a healthfiil community whose property values are protected from 
unplanned developments. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-S2-010. Prelimmaiy development pian requirements. 

Ail development shall be planned as a unit. Applications for design review approval shall be accompanied 
by a development plan, including the entire parcel or parcels to be developed. 

Approval of the preliminary development plan shall concentrate on the gênerai acceptability of land uses, 
open space configuration, conformity to adopted gênerai plans or area land use plans, spécifie uses and 
densities proposed and their interrelationships and relationship to the suiroundings. The preliminary 
development plan application shaU include the following: 

(a) Proposed land uses, showing gênerai location of open space, building areas and spécifie uses; 

(b) The proposed maximum densiîy for residential uses measured in units per gross acre; 

(c) The type and location of proposed major public facilities; 

(d) Topography at intervais determined by the planning director; 

(e) A tabulations of the total land area and percentage thereof designated for varions uses; 

(f) General circulation pattem indicating both public and private vehicular and pedestrian ways, including 
trail Systems where proposed; 

(g) Relationships of présent and future land uses to the surroimding area and any adopted gênerai plan, 
spécifie plan or area land use plan; 

(h) A statement of provisions for ultimate ownership and maintenance of ail parts of the development, 
including streets, structures and open space; 

(i) A preliminary report indicating provisions for storm drainage, sewage, disposai, grading and public 
utilities; 

(j) Delineation of development staging, if any; 
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(k) Significant natiiral features such as trees, rock outcroppings and bodies of water; 

(1) Existing manmade features and areas where natural materials are to be deposited and removed; 

(m) Methods of preventing soil érosion or slippage; 

(n) Any other data deemed necessary by the planning director. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-82-020. Final development plans. 

Before a building permit or a zoning permit may be issued for any zoning district in which this section is 
applicable, final plans of development shall be approved by the planning director. Such final development 
plans shall include a plot plan and élévations drawn to a workable scale, depicting the foUowing: 

(a) Topography, significant natural features and trees; 

(b) Location and design of buildings and structures including materials to be used; 

(c) Location and type of landscaping, irrigation and its relationship to open spaces and existing végétation, 
and any adopted county low-water use régulations; 

(d) Location and design of off-street parking and loading facilities, and any required public roadway 
improvements; 

(e) Location and type of fences and walls; 

(f) Location of trash storage areas; 

(g) Location and design of signs and exterior night lighting; 

(h) Grading plans as necessary to meet the requirements of the Sonoma County tree protection ordinance; 

(i) Any other data deemed necessary by the planning director. 

In the case of a development of a group of commonly designed building, the planning director may limit his 
review to typical élévations. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-82-030. General development standards. 

(a) The orientation of building sites shall be such as to maintain maximum natural topography and cover. 

(b) The design of buildings, fences and other structures shall be evaluated on the basis of haimony with 
site characteristics and nearby buildings, including historic structures, in regard to height, texture, color, 
roof characteristics and setback. 
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(c) Streets shall be designed and located in such a manner as to maintain and préserve mutual topography, 
cover, significant landmarks and trees; to necessitate minimum eut and fill; and to préserve and enhance 
views and vistas on or off the subject parcel. 

(d) Horticultural groundcovers and other surfacing shall be used to prevent dust and érosion where natural 
végétation and groundcover is disturbed or removed. 

(e) Ail refuse collection areas shall be enclosed on ail sides unless, by nature of the building design, the trash 
areas are obscured from the adjacent properties and from vehicular and pedestrian traffic. Refuse enclo- 
sures shall be of six-foot (6') height with adéquate access for refuse vehicles. 

(f) Where nonresidential or high-density residential areas are adjacent to low-density residential areas (RI), 
the planning director may require six-foot (6') screening in the form of a wall or landscape planting; ex- 
cept, that screen shall be reduced to three feet (3') if within or abutting a required fi-ont setback. The height 
limit may be modified where, because of différences in ground élévation, the purposes of this section 
would be better met. The précise location and type of screening shall be determined by the planning direc- 
tor. 

(g) The color, size, height, lighting and landscaping of appurtenant signs and structures shall be elevated for 
compatibility with local architectural motif and the maintenance of view and vistas of natural landscapes, 
recognized historié landmarks, urban parks or landscaping. 

(h) A complète system of underground utilities shall be provided in accordance with public utility commission 
régulations. 

(i) AU mechanical or air-conditioning apparatus shall be screened from view and baffled for sound. 

(j) Each unit of development, as well as the total development, shall create an environment of desirability and 
stability. Every structure, when completed and in place, shall hâve a finished appearance. 

(k) A minimum of eight percent (8%) of ail parking lot areas where more than ten (10) parking spaces are pro- 
vided shall be landscaped. The landscaping shall be uniformly distributed and provision shall be made for 
. its perpétuai maintenance. 

(1) The parking layout shall confonn to the dimensions on the foUowing diagram. Where two-way traffic is 
desired, aisle widths shall be a minimum of twenty feet (20'), except where item F of the diagram requires 
a greater width. The planning director may modify the layout provided the goals of this chapter are 
achieved. Such modifications may include, but are not limited to parking at other angles than indicated, a 
combination of parking angles or a herringbone pattem. (Diagram shown at end of this section). 

(m) Circulation within a parking area shall be such that: 

(1) A car entering the parking area need not enter a street to reach another side; 
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(2) Except for parking areas accommodating three (3) or fewer vehicles, a car entering a street or high- 
way can do so by traveling in a forward direction. 

(n) Ail lighting in parking areas shall be arranged to prevent director glare or illumination onto adjacent prop- 
erties. 

(o) Off-street parking areas and driveways, exclusive of required landscaping, shall be surfaced with materials 
approved by the planning director. Paved parking areas shall be painted with lines showing parking spaces 
and with directional arrows, showing traffïc movements. 

(p) Required residential covered off-street parking facilities shall be located on the premises they are intended 
to serve, and shall not extend into a required front yard or any other required yard abutting a street. 

(q) Off-street parking for other than residential uses shall be on the premises they are intended to serve or 
within three hundred feet (300') thereof. Where parking is provided on sites other than that of the use, a 
parking easement stipulating to the peraianent réservation of the use of the site for parking, shall be re- 
corded with the county recorder and filed with the building inspector and planning director prior to the is- 
suance of building or zoning permits. 
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Sec. 26-82-040. Approval of building permits, zoning permits and land use — Status of approved 
preliminary and final development plan(s), and improvement agreements. 

(a) Compliance. No building peraiit, zoning peraiit nor land use approval shall be issued in any zoning district 
where this article is applicable until the preliminary and final development plan(s) hâve been approved by 
the planning director or other applicable décision making body. 

The planning department shall not authorize final building inspection or any level of occupancy of the 
building(s) until satisfied that: ail on-site improvements shown on the grading and utility drawings are in- 
stalled or bonded for in accordance with the site plan approved by the design review committee; the build- 
ings are constructed in accordance with the illustrative building élévation drawings, material samples and 
color samples approved by the design review committee; the landscaping and landscape irrigation System 
are installed or bonded for in accordance with the drawings approved by the design review board and that 
ail conditions of approval are met. 

(b) Expiration. The preliminary development plan shall expire two (2) years from the date of approval or for 
such additional period as may be specifîed at the time of such approval unless design review approval of 
final development plans for ail or part of the preliminary development plan area is obtained. Li order to ob- 
tain final development plan approval, the preliminary development plan may be extended for one addi- 
tional year upon written request and approval by the planning director. 

The final development plan shall expire two (2) years after approval unless project construction has com- 
menced within the two (2) year period. The final development plan may be extended for one additional 
year upon written request and approval by the authority which granted the original approval. 
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(c) Improvement Agreements. 

(1 ) If the improvement works required as a condition of an approval of a project by the design review 
committee are not satisfactorily completed before the issuance of a building pennit(s) the owner(s) 
of the property shall, prior to the issuance of such penmt(s), enter into an agreement with county, 
agreeing to hâve the work completed within the time required, and specifying that should such 
work not be satisfactorily completed within the time limit, in addition to any other remédies it may 
hâve, the county may complète ail specified improvements and be completely reimbursed for such 
improvements by the owner of the property. For puiposes of this section, "improvement works" 
means those landscape, street and drainage improvements required as a condition of design review. 
Any such improvement agreement shall be approved as to form by the county counsel and shall 
include, but not be limited to: 

(i) Construction of ail improvements works per the approved plans; provided, however, that the 
development shall not be obUgated to complète design review improvements in the event 
the developer elects not to constmct the underlying project; 

(ii) Completion of improvements within one (1) year from approval of design review. This 
completion date may be extended by the county as provided in this chapter; 

(iii) Warranty by developer that construction of on-site drainage inçrovements wiU not adversely 
affect any portion of adjacent properties; 

(iv) Payment of inspection fées in accordance with the county' s estabhshed fées and charges; 

(v) Improvement security; 

(vi) Maintenance and repair of any defects or failures and causes thereof ; 

(vii) Release and indemnifîcation of the county from ail liability incuired as a resuit of construc- 
tion associated with the development and payment of aU reasonable attoraey's fées that the 
county may incur because of any légal action arising as a resuit of construction associated 
with the development; 

(viii) Registered civil engineer's, architect's or landscape architect's written vérification to the 
county, based upon fieid inspection, that landscaping, private road and drainage improvements 
located on the property and subject to the agreement hâve been constructed in substantial 
conformance with approved pians. 

(2) Modification of Improvement Agreements. Improvement agreements may be modified to reduce 
the amount of security in récognition of the partial completion of improvements, and to allow 
changes to improvement plans as approved by the design review committee as specified under the 
terms of an existing agreement. Ail modifications of improvement agreements shall be at the 
discrétion of the county of Sonoma, upon written request by the developer. In considération of 
a modification to reduce the amount of security, the following will be required: 
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(i) Engineer's, architect's, landscape architect's or licensed contracter' s written vérification to ^B 

the county that the partially constructed landscaping, private road and drainage improvements 
located on the property and subject to the agreement hâve been completed in substantial 
confoimance with approved plans; 

(ii) Revised improvement construction estimate to reflect current improvement costs as approved 
by the responsible department; 

(iii) Revised improvement securities in accordance with revised construction cost estimâtes; 

(iv) A fee shall be paid to the county to cover the actual costs for processing the modification. 

(3) Extension of Improvement Agreements. The completion date for any improvements to be 
constructed under an improvement agreement may be extended by the coimty of Sonoma upon 
written request by the developer and the submittal of évidence to justify such extension. The 
request shall be made not less than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of the improvement 
agreement Any such extension shall be authorized in writing by the county. Any request for 
extension, at the discrétion of the county, may be denied. In considération of the extension, the 
following will be required: 

(i) In those cases where construction has not conamenced, revision of the improvement plan to 
provide the current design and constmction standards required by the responsible department; 

(ii) Revised improvement construction estimate to reflect current improvement costs as approved 
by the responsible department; 

(iii) Increase of improvement securities in accordance with revised constmction estimâtes; 

(iv) Increase in any inspection fées to reflect current fées; 

(v) The design review committee may impose additional requirements it may deem necessaiy 
as a condition to approving any time extension for the completion of improvements; 

(vi) A fee shall be paid to the county to cover the acmal costs for processing the extension. 

(4) Amount of Security to Accompany Improvement Agreement. Applicant/developer shall, prior to 
county' s exécution of the design review agreement, deUver to county the following security in a 
form satisfactory to the county counsel: 

(i) Either a cash deposit, a corporate surety bond or an instmment of crédit sufficient to assure 
county that the improvement work approved by the coimty will be satisfactorily completed. 
Nothing contained in this section shall be constraed to require duplicate security for 
improvements for which the county, as principal obUgee, is already holding security; 
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(ii) If required by coiinty, a cash deposit, corporate siirety bond, or instrument of crédit sufficient to 
assure county that wet weather construction mitigation measures wili be constructed in accor- 
dance with the approved plan. 

(5) Release of Improvement Securities. The performance security for dedicated improvements shall be 
released only upon acceptance of the improvements by the county and, if required as a condition of 
design review, approved warranty security has been filed with the county. The performance security 
for other improvements shall be released only upon satisfactory passage of final inspection by the 
county. Additional, with respect to improvements which will not be dedicated and accepted by the 
county, the applicant/developer shall comply with Section 3093 of the Civil Code and deliver forth- 
with to the planning director or the directors' appointed désignée, a copy of the notice of completion 
and the engineer's, architect's or licensed landscape architect's written vérification based upon field 
inspection of satisfactory completion as required for the landscaping, private road and drainage im- 
provements; and, if required as a condition of design review, shall deliver to the county any required 
maintenance and/or warranty agreements and security, prior to the release of the performance secu- 
rity. 

(6) Délégation to Approve Improvement Agreements. Where the board of supervisors has, by resolution, 
adopted a standard form design review agreement which conforms to the requirements of this section, 
the planning director is authorized to exécute such agreements and accept security therefore on behalf 
of the county, including any extensions or minor modification thereto which are consistent with this 
section. (Ord. No. 3707.) 

(7) The planning director may waive the requirement for an improvement agreement and securities on 
landscape and irrigation improvements when found appropriate and the applicant enters into an 
agreement with the county to hold occupancy on the project pending completion of ail required im- 
provements. In considering such a waiver, the planning director shall review the scale of the project, 
visibility of the project from adjacent roads and properties, and demonstrated prior performance of 
the applicant. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-82-050. Design review requirement. 

(a) No permit shall be issued for any project requiring design review approval unless and until drawings and 
plans hâve been approved by the design review committee or other applicable décision making body as the 
case may be. AU buildings, structures and grounds shall be deveioped in accordance with the approved 
drawings and plans. 

(b) The design review committee, composed of three (3) members appointed by the planning director, shall be 
responsible for and shall hâve the authority to approve drawings and plans within the meaning of this sec- 
tion. The committee, or other applicable decision-making body as the case may be, shall endeavor to pro- 
vide that the architectural and gênerai appearance of buildings or structures and grounds are in keeping 
with the character of the neighborhood and are not detrimental to the orderly and harmonious development 
of the county and do not impair the desirability of investment or occupation in the neighborhood. 
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(c) The planning director niay waive the above requirement for design review committee approval of a project 
in tiie following instances. In such cases, administrative design review approval shall be required as de- 
scribed in (d) below. 

( 1 ) New commercial, institutional or industrial uses pemiitted by zoning in existing buildings or uses that 
hâve been previously authorized by use permit or design review approval. Approval shall be based on 
a review of the property to assure compliance with the terms and conditions of the original authoriza- 
tion of the use. Additional conditions may be required to implement the objectives of the Sonoma 
County gênerai plan, applicable spécifie or area plans, any local area development guidelines and the 
Sonoma County Code; 

(2) Signs for residential, commercial, industrial and institutional uses permitted by this chapter, for 
which a sign program has been approved, or for appurtenant signs less than thirty-two (32) square 
feet, which are not located along a designated scenic corridor; 

(3) Minor façade changes or building additions for residential, institutional, commercial and industrial 
uses not requiring use permit approval or for such uses for which a use permit has been granted, if 
such changes or additions involve less than twenty percent (20%) of the existing floor area, do not 
exceed five thousand (5,000) square feet and are exempt from the provisions of the California Envi- 
ronmental Quality Act; 

(4) Fruit and produce stands (if exempt from CEQA); 

(5) Bed and breakfast inns (subséquent to use permit approval); 

(6) Any other project requiring design review approval as specified in this chapter which in the opinion 
of the planning director based on the small scale and the nature of the development should qualify for 
administrative design review. 

(d) Administrative design review approval shall consist of a formai written waiver speciiying conditions, if 
any. Copies of the written waiver will be distributed to the applicant and any interested persons. The ad- 
ministrative détermination is appealable to the design review committee within ten (10) calendar days fol- 
lowing the mailing date of the report. An appeal is made by filing the appropriate application and required 
fées with the county planning department. 

(e) Any interested person may appeal any décision made by the design review committee pursuant to this 
chapter to the planning commission. An appeal shall be filed in writing with the planning director within 
ten (1 0) days after the décision that is the subject of the appeal. The appeal shall specifically state the basis 
for the appeal and shall be accompanied by the required filing fee. 

(f) The design review committee may, if it deems it advisable, refer any application for design review ap- 
proval to the planning commission for its décision. (Ord. No. 5537 § 2 (b), (c), 2004; Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 
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Article 84. 
Sign Régulations. 

Sec. 26-84-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to insure the stability and safeguarding of property values; to protect the investments, both public and 
private, in buildings and land; to préserve and improve the appearance of the county as a place to live and work; 
to encourage sound signing practices as an aid to business and for the infomiation of the public; to prevent ex- 
cessive and abusive signing; to reduce hazards and confusion to motorists and pedestrians; and to promote the 
public health, safety and gênerai welfare. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-84-010. General sign provisions. 

(a) The provisions established by this section shall apply to signs in ail base zoning districts. Signs shall fur- 
ther be regulated by additional provisions which may be set forth in other sections of this chapter. In addi- 
tion, policies and criteria of the gênerai plan, and any applicable spécifie or area plan, or local area devel- 
opment guidelines shall supersede the standards herein. 

(b) Any sign or advertising structure for which no régulations or provision in such ordinance stands applicable 
may be considered by the board of zoning adjustments under the normal procédures and déterminations of 
the use permit process, and the board shall approve or deny such applications in hannony and spirit with 
the purpose and intent of thèse régulations. 

(c) No person shall erect any sign regulated by this chapter without first obtaining the written consent of the 
property owner(s) upon which such sign is located and filing such written consent with the planning de- 
partment. 

(d) No permit for any sign shall be issued and no sign shall be constructed or maintained which has less hori- 
zontal or vertical clearance from communication lines and energized electrical power Unes that prescribed 
by the laws of the state of Califomia or rules and régulations duly promulgated by agencies thereof. 

(e) Prohibited Signs. Ail signs not expressly permitted in Section 26-84-030 or exempt in this section are pro- 
hibited. Prohibited signs include, but are not limited to the following: 

(1) Signs in the form of banners, pennants, promotional flags and similar contrivances; 

(2) Signs that consist of, or include, any moving part of any flashing, blinking, animated, fluctuating or 
otherwise intemiittent light; 

(3) Illuminated signs of such brightness as to create hazardous or annoying glare viewed by the gênerai 
public; 

(4) Signs so located as to prevent free ingress and egress from any door, window or fire escape; 
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(5) Signs erected at or near intersections in such a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision, or at 
any location where by reason of the position, shape or color it may interfère with, obstruct the 
view of, or be confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal or device; 

(6) Signs attached to trees and pôles with the exception of campaign and political signs permitted in 
accordance with Section 26-84-030 and those placed by govemmental agencies for public 
information purposes. 

(f) Exempt Signs. The provisions of this chsçt&T shall not apply to the following signs, nor shall the area 
of such signs be included in the area of signs permitted for any site or use. 

(1) Any public notice or waming required by a valid and applicable fédéral, state or local law, 
régulation or ordinance; 

(2) Signs of public utility companies indicating danger or which serve as an aide to public safety or 
which show the location of underground facilities or of public téléphones; 

(3) Signs located in the interior of any building or within the enclosed lobby or court of any building 
or group of buildings, which signs are designed and located to be viewed exclusively by patrons 
of such use or uses. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-84-020. Defînitioiis. 

As used in this article: 

Appurtenant dgn means any sign which directs attention to an occupancy, business, commodity, service 
or entertainment conducted, sold or offered only from the premises where the sign is maintained. 

Area of sign means the entire area within a single continuous perimeter or géométrie form or sphère enclosing 
the extrême limits of writing, représentation, emblem or any figure or similar cfaaracter excluding the necessary 
supports or uprights on which such sign is placed. Where a sign has two (2) or more faces, except where 
two such faces are placed back to back and are at no point more than two feet (2') ftom one another, the area 
of ail faces shall be included in determining the area of a sign. When only one (1) face of the sign is to be 
used for area calculadons, the area of the sign shall be taken as the area of one (1) face if the two (2) faces 
are of equal area, or as the area of the iarger face if two (2) faces are of imequal area. 

Attached sign means any sign attached to, made a part of, or included on any building surface (also known 
as a wall sign). 

Detached sign means any sign which is not an attached sign and which is supported primarily by one or more 
columns, uprights or braces placed in or upon the ground. 

Directional sign means any structure for the purpose of fumishing direction to uses which are designated 
to accommodate tourists or other travelers, or a use which is of gênerai public interest but excluding onsite 
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infoimation signs and real esiate signs. Such signs shall indicate a point of change in travel, and shall not ^B 

exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area. 

Directly iUuminated sign means any sign designed to give forth artificial light directly or through transparent 
or translucent material from a source of light visible from the street, or abutting from property, including but 
not limited to exposed tubing néon signs. 

Height of sign means the vertical distance from the uppermost point and used in measuiing the area of a 
sign to the ground immediately below such point or to the level of the upper surface of the nearest curb of 
a Street or alley (other than a stmcturally elevated roadway) whichever measurement permits the greater 
élévation of the sign. 

Identification sign means any sign other than a bulletin board which serves to tell oniy the name, address 
and lawful uses of the premises upon which the sign is located and shall include name plates. 

Indirectiy illiiimiiated sign means any sign whose illumination is reflected from its source by the sign display 
surface to the viewer's eye, the source of light not being visible from the street or from abutting property. 

OÊf-site real estate sign means any sign advertising the saie, rental, lease or exchange of, and directions to, 
property other than that on which the sign is maintained. 

On-site real estate sign means any sign advertising the sale, rental, lease or exchange of the premises on 
which the sign is maintained, including new development and subdivision signs. 

Outdoor advertising sign means any off-site card, cloth, paper, métal, painted or wooden sign of any 
character (excluding appurtenant and directional signs) piaced for outdoor advertising puiposes, on the ground 
or onto any tree, wall, bush, rock, post, fence, building, structure or thing. The tenn "piaced," as used in this 
définition, includes erecting, constracting, maintaining, posting, painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, 
sticking, carving or otherwise fastening, affixing to, or making visible in any manner. 

Outdoor advertising structure means an off-site structure of any kind or character erected or maintained 
for outdoor advertising purposes, upon which any poster, bill, printing, painting or other advertisement of 
any kind whatsoever may be piaced for advertising purposes. The term "piaced," as used in this définition, 
includes erecting, constructing, maintaining, posting, painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, sticking, 
carving, or otherwise fastening, affixing to or making visible in any manner. 

Portable sign means any sign not permanentiy attached to the ground or other permanent structure, or a sign 
designed to be transported, including, but not limited to, signs equipped with wheels, casters or roilers. 
Advertising dispiays affixed to, or being supported by, a vehicle are portable signs. 

Reader board means any sign of permanent character, but with movable letters, words or numerals indicating 
the names of persons associated with, or events conducted upon, or products or services offered upon the 
premises upon which such sign is maintained. For purposes of this chapter, a reader board is considérée an 
appurtenant sign. 
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Sign means any visual aimounceraent, déclaration, démonstration, display, illustration or insignia used to 
advertise, identify or promote the interest of any person, product or place of business when the same is placed 
eut of doors in view of the gênerai public. 

Viticiiltiiral area sign means a sign to identify one or more wineries within an area recognized as an 
American Viticultural Area by the U.S. Department of Treasury, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(BATF). (Ord. No. 4876 § 1, 1995; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-84-030. Permitted signs. 

(a) The following signs are permitted by this chapter and subject to the folio wing régulations. Figure A, 
set out at the end of this section, smmnarizes the applicable pemiits required piior to placement of thèse 
signs. Where no permit is specified on Figure A, the applicable signs are not permitted; provided, 
however, that where the use of a parcel is a mobiiehome park, signs may be permitted which conform 
to the provisions of Section 26-81-030(q)(17), subject to design review approval pursuant to Section 
26-81-030(h), and provided fùrther, that signs advertising the sale, exchange and rental of mobilehomes 
located inside mobiiehome parks may be permitted in accordance with the provisions of state law. 

(1) On-site informational signs; 

(2) Directional signs; 

(3) Appurtenant signs; 

(4) Real estate signs; 

(5) Campaign and poUtical signs; 

(6) Outdoor advertising signs and structures. 

(b) On-site Informational Signs. On-site informational signs which meet either of the following criteria are 
permitted without prior approval of a permit: 

(1) Not more than six (6) square feet in area having no advertising message and not exceeding six 
feet (6') in height. Such signs shall bear only name, address, symbol and directing arrow to place 
of use. 

(2) Signs not exceeding two (2) square feet in area erected for the convenience of the public, such 
as signs identifying restrooms, entry/exit, public téléphones, walkways and similar feamres and 
facilities. 

On site informational signs not meeting either of the above criteria shall be treated as appurtenant signs 
and subject to Section 26-84-030(d). 
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(c) Directional Signs. Directional signs shall be subject to approval of a use pennit in the base districts ^B 
indicated on said Figure A. ^^ 

The requirement for use permits for directional signs may be waived only if such signs do not exceed 
eight (8) square feet in area. In the event of such waiver, the directional sign shall be subject to design 
review approval. In addition, the use permit requirement may be waived by the planning director for 
temporaiy (thirty (30) day) signs advertising events of community interest such as fairs, festivals, parades 
and the like. 

(d) Appurtenant Signs. Appurtenant signs shall be subject to design review approval in the base districts 
as indicated on said Figure A, and shall be subject to the following: 

(1) The number of appurtenant signs per paicel shall be limited to one (1) attached sign per building 
side which fronts onto a project access road. One (1) detached sign may be permitted in place of 
an attached sign. 

(2) A sign program shall be prepared for multiple occupancy buildings to ensure design consistency 
and to facilitate sign permit processing. 

(3) The size of appurtenant signs shall be compatible with the proposed use and suirounding land uses 
and shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. 

(4) Monument style signs with landsc^ing provided at the base are reconmaended for detached 
appurtenant signs. The maximum height of monument signs shall be six feet (6') above ground 
level. 

(5) Lighting. Intemal illumination of signs shaU be by low intensity lamps and shall be limited to 
letters and graphie éléments, with the surrounding background opaque. Where signs are extemally 
illuminated, adjacent roads and properties shall be screened from the light source. 

The design review committee may approve signs which exceed the above standards where it is deemed 
appropriate in light of topography, végétation or unique physical characteristics or design features. 

Appurtenant signs in the MP (Industrial Park) district shall be permitted pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 26-44-030. Additional appurtenant signs and sign area beyond that specified in Section 26-44- 
030 may be allowed subject to issuance of a use permit. The use permit requirement may be waived 
pursuant to Section 26-88-010(g). In the event of such waiver, additional signs or sign area shall be 
subject to approval of the design review committee. 

(e) Real Estate Signs. 

(1) On-site real estate and recorded subdivision signs which meet the following criteria are permitted 
without prior approval of a permit: 

(i) It is located entirely within the property; 
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(ii) It is unlighted; 

(iii) It is removed within fifteen (15) days after close of escrow, rental, lease or exchange has 
been accomplished; 

(iv) Such signs shall not exceed three (3) square feet for lots of less that ten thousand (10,000) 
square feet; six (6) square feet for lots of less than twenty thousand (20,000) square feet; 
twelve (12) square feet for lots less than one (1) acre; eighteen (18) square feet for lots of 
less than five (5) acres; twenty-four (24) square feet for lots less than ten (10) acres; and 
thirty-two (32) square feet for lots of twenty (20) acres or more; 

(v) A recorded subdivision shall be pennitted sixty-four (64) square feet of sign area for 
temporaiy sign use, with the provision of additional sign area available through the use 
permit procédure. One (1) sign not exceeding six (6) square feet in area shall be permitted 
advertising the sale of a model home or lot for saie. Ail model home and lot for sale signs 
shall be removed when the home or lot is sold; provided, fuither that ail signs shall be 
removed when ail homes or lots are sold in the subdivision. Prior to placing the sign on the 
property or applying for a building permit, the applicant and the recorded owner(s) of the 
property shall fumish the planning department with wiitten aiithority granting the county 
permission to enter upon the premises and remove the sign in the event the permit holder 
defaults upon the agieement to remove same. 

(2) Off-site real estate signs which are in place for no longer than three (3) days, are less than four 
(4) square feet in area, are less than four feet (4') in height, are not illmninated and are not located 
along a designated scenic corridor, are permitted without prior approval of a permit. 

Otherwise, off-site real estate signs shall be subject to approval of a use permit or zoning permit 
in the base districts as indicated on said figure A. Notwithstanding said Figure A, ail off-site real 
estate signs located along a designated scenic corridor shall require a use permit. Where such signs 
require a zoning permit, they are subject to the following criteria: 

(i) No more than two (2) single faced signs, nor more than one (1) double-faced wing type sign, 
each having a maximum of sixteen (16) square feet on each face, shall be pennitted per 
parcel; 

(ii) They shall not exceed four feet (4') in height; 

(iii) They shall not be illuminated; 

(iv) They shall be removed within ten (10) days after the close of escrow, lease or exchange has 
been accomplished. For new residential, commercial and industrial developments, ail signs 
shall be removed within ten (10) days after the close of escrow for the remaining lot or unit 
in a subdivision, planned development or condominium project, or within ten (10) days after 
the lease of the remaining unit in a planned development or condominium project. In the 
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event that ail signs are not properly removed, a penalty may be imposed sufficient to cover ^B 

îhe costs of removal; 

(v) The maintenance and removal of the signs shall be the responsibility of the applicani or his 
or her représentative; 

(vi) They shall be erected in a safe manner in accordance with standards established by the 
building department; 

(vii) The zoning permit shall be subject to revocation upon failure to comply with the above 
conditions. 

(f) Campaign and Political Signs. Campaign and political signs may be pennitted in any zoning district 
upon being issued a zoning permit and are subject to the followrng criteria: 

(1) No more than two (2) sixteen (16) square foot single-faced, nor more than one (1) double faced 
or wing type, maximum sixteen (16) square feet on each face, political or campaign sign is 
pennitted, per parcel, in the RI (single family residential) districts; 

(2) In ail other zoning districts, two (2) single faced, or one (1) double faced, V-type political 
campaign sign, maximum thirty-two (32) square feet on each face is pennitted, per parcel; 

(3) Prior to the erecting or posting of any political or campaign sign on private property, the candidate, 
campaign manager or sponsor shall contact the planning department to détermine the applicable 
sign régulations. Ail signs shall be removed entirely within twenty (20) days of the close of the 
campaign- In the event that ail signs are not properly removed, a penalty may be imposed sufficient 
to cover the costs of removal; 

(4) No signs shall be erected earlier than ninety (90) days prior to the élection in which the candidate 
or measure wHl be voted upon. Signs on behalf of a political candidate who is successfùl in the 
primaiy élection may be retained for the gênerai élection, provided they are properly maintained; 

(5) The maintenance and removal of the signs is the responsibility of the candidate, campaign manager 
or sponsors; 

(6) No detached sign shall be locaied doser to a road, street or common driveway than the property 
line and may not obstmct sighting distance for vehicle traffic; 

(7) No sign shall be piaced so that the top of the sign is more than four feet (4') above the top of a 
fence, and in no case, more than seven feet (7') above the ground; 

(8) Ail sign structures shall be erected in a safe manner in accordance with standards estabhshed by 
the building department; 

(9) The zoning peraiit shall be subject to revocation upon failure to comply mth the above conditions. 
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(g) Outdoor Advertising Structures and Signs. Outdoor advertising structures and signs are subject to piior 
approval of a use permit only in the base districts as indicated on Figure A and are subject to, at a 
minimum, the foUowing criteria. The use permit requirement for temporary (30-day) outdoor advertising 
signs for events of gênerai community interest, such as fairs, festivals, parades and the like may be 
waived by the planning director. 

(1) Outdoor advertising structures or signs may be of a "V" or back-to-back type of construction and 
shall not exceed two (2) advertising displaysfacing in each direction. 

(2) No outdoor advertising structures or signs shall be erected or maintained doser than two thousand 
feet (2,000') to any historical or national monument or shiine. 

(3) Outdoor advertising stmctures and signs located along roadways which are not designated as scenic 
corridors shall meet the following spacing requirements: 

(i) Outdoor advertising structures and signs along any freeway, expressway or liraited access 
highway: no doser than one thousand feet (1,0000 f^o^^ any other outdoor advertising 
structure or sign, with the distance to be measured parallel to the centerline of such highway; 

(ii) Outdoor advertising structures and signs in a business area not located along a freeway, 
expressway or limited access highway. no doser than two hundred feet (200') to any other 
outdoor advertising structure or sign facing in the same direction, and on the same side of 
the highway; 

(iii) Outdoor advertising structures or signs in other that a business area, and not located along 
a freeway, expressway or limited access highway: no doser than five hundred feet (500') 
from any other advertising structure or sign with the distance to be measured parallel to the 
centerline of the highway. 

(4) Outdoor advertising structures and signs along designated scenic corridors shall meet, at a 
minimum, the following design criteria, in addition to criteria (1) and (2) above. 

(i) The structure or sign shall be for on-site advertising puiposes only; 

(ii) The advertising message shall be resîricted to the name and location of the business or 
service; 

(iii) The structure or sign shall not exceed ten feet (IC) in height along the Highway 101 Scenic 
Corridor or six feet (6') in height along ail other scenic corridors; 

(iv) The size of the structure or sign shall be limited to that which is necessary to aiiow passing 
motorists to identify the location; 

(v) Landscaping shall be provided at the base of the structure or sign; 
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(vi) The structure or sign shall consist of colors and mateiials which complément and blend in ^B 

the siHTOunding landscape; bright colors should be avoided; 

(vii) Outdoor advertising structures or signs shall meet the following spacîng requirements: 

(A) Along any freeway, expressway or limited access highway: no doser than two thousand 
feet (2,000') from other outdoor advertising structure or sign facing in the same 
direction and on the same side of the highway; 

(B) In a business area not locaied along a freeway, expressway or limited access highway: 
no doser than five hundred feet (5000 from any other outdoor advertising structure or 
sign facing in same direction, and on thé same side of the highway; 

(C) In other than a business area and not located along a freeway, expressway, or limited 
access highway: no doser than one thousand feet (1,CXX)') to any other outdoor 
advertising structure or sign measured parallel to the centerline of the highway. 

(h) Viticultural Signing. 



(1) Viticultural area signs shall be subjea to approval of a zoning permit in the base zoning districts 
indicated in Figure A. 

(2) The maximum height of height of the sign is to be twenty feet (20') above road grade, including 
the header. 

(3) The viticultural area signs are to be located on a six inch (6") by six inch (6") post. 

(4) Panels. No more than fifteen (15) panels with winery names are to be placed on the post. The 
panels shall not be more than one inch (1") by six inches (6'^ by thirty-six inches (36"). 

(5) Header. An oval header panel is to be locaied on top of the post with the name "Sonoma County ," 
the name of the grape growing area and with a grape logo. It is to be made of similar construction 
to the wineiy panel not more than one inch (1") by thirty inches (30") by fifteen inches (15"). 

(6) Approval of ail signs shall be conditioned on maintenance of the sign by the applicants of the 
zoning permit. If the sign is determined to be a hazard, the county may remove the sign without 
notice, hearing or compensation. 

(7) The sign shall not cause a visuai obstmction, as defîned in the state' s outdoor advertising act. (Ord. 
No. 4876 § 1, 1995; Ord. No. 4774 § 1(C), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Figure A (continued) 
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Article 86. 
Parking Régulations. 

Sec. 26-86-010. Required parking. 

Ail uses pennitted in Chapter 26 of the Sonoma County Code shall provide parking according to the followin^ 
fonnulas. 



Use 



Parking Spaces 



(a) Bicycle Parking 

Ail commercial, industrial and institutional uses 
permitted by this chapter 

(b) Residential (except as otherwise specified by this 
chapter) 

One single-family dwelling 

One duplex 

One triplex 

Hotels, motels 

Single mobile homes 

Travel trailer parks 

Condominiums and planned unit developments 

Bed and breakfast inns 

Multi-family projects 



Affordable housing projects provided pursuant to 

Section 26.89.050 (Density bonus programs) 
SRO facilities 



Home occupations 



Live/work units 



Work/Iive units 

Senior mobile home parks 



1 bicycle parking space per 5 spaces of required 
automobile parking 



1 covered space 

2 covered spaces 

3 covered spaces 

1 space/unit PLUS 1 space for manager 

1 covered space/unit 

1 space/ 10 coach sites 

1 covered space/du PLUS 1 uncovered guest space/du 

1 space/guest room PLUS 2 spaces for the résident 

family 
1 covered parking space plus V2 uncovered guest 

parking space for each dwelling unit. An additional Vi 

parking space shall be provided for each dwelling 

unit having more than 2 bedrooms. 
1 space for each studio or 1-bedroom unit; 2 spaces for 

each 2- or more bedroom unit 

1 space for every 2 SRO rooms, plus 1 space for the 
management unit or office and 1 space for each 
employée, if any, on maximum shift. 

A home occupation shall provide at least 1 parking 
space, in addition to that required by the residential 
use of the property. 

At least 1 parking space, in addition to that required by 
the residential use of the property. An additional 
parking space shall be provided for each non-resident 
employée. 

2 spaces/unit (need not be covered) 

1 space per unit PLUS 1 guest parking space for every 
3 mobile homes in accordance with Section 26-88- 
100 (Mobile home parks). 
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Use 



Parking Spaces 



Family mobile home parks 



(c) Médical offices, clinics, hospitals and other 
facilities 
Dental and médical clinics 
Veterinary hospitals and offices 
Major médical facilities; hospitals 
Group care facilities and resocialization facilities 
Médical cannabis dispensary 



(d) Schools, collèges, universities 

Kindergarten and nursery schools and day care 
centers 

Elementary and junior high schools 

Senior high schools 

Collèges, universities and institutions of higher 
leaming; business and professional schools and 
collèges; music and dancing schools 

Large family daycare 



2 spaces per unit PLUS 1 guest parking space for every 
3 mobile homes in accordance with Section 26-88- 
100 (Mobile home parks). 



1 space/200 sq. ft. of floor area whichever is greater 
1 space/250 sq. ft. floor area 

1 space/250 sq. ft. floor area 

2 covered spaces 

2 spaces, including at least 1 van-accessible space; plus 
1 additional space for every 200 square feet of gross 
floor area, plus 1 additional space for each employée 
on maximum shift; but in no case less than 5 ofif- 
street parking spaces 

1 space/employee PLUS 1 space/10 children 

1 space/employee PLUS 1 space/8 students 
1 space/employee PLUS 1 space/6 students 
1 space/employee PLUS 1 space/3 students 



At least 3 spaces which may include spaces provided 
to fulfill residential parking requirements and on- 
street parking so long as it directly abuts the site. 
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Use 

(e) Places of public assembly 

Auditoriums, community centers 

Libraries, muséums, art galleries 

Sports arenas, stadiums 

Dance halls 

Theaters 

Private clubs and lodges 

Churches, chapels 



Moituaries, crématoriums and 
columbariums 

(f) Recreational facilities 

Gymnasiums 

Skating rinks 

Bowling alleys 

Golf courses 

Golf driving ranges • 

Miniature golf courses 

Billiard and/or pool parlors 

Swimming pools - public, private 
and commercial 



Parking Spaces 



1 space/4 seats or 

1 space/75 sq. ft. floor area, 

whichever is greater 

1 space/300 sq. ft. floor area 

1 space/4 seats 

1 space/50 sq. ft. floor area 

1 space/4 seats 

1 space/100 sq. ft. floor area 

1 space/4 seats or 

1 space/75 sq. ft. floor 

area, whichever is greater 

1 space/4 seats in sanctuary 



1 space/4 fïxed seats 

1 space/100 sq. ft. floor area 

5 spaces/alley 

7 spaces/hole 

1 space/tee 

2 spaces/hole 

2 spaces/table 

1 space/100 sq. ft. pool 
area 
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Use 

Baseball parks 

Commercial stables and riding 
académies 

Auto race tracks, horse race tracks 

(g) Commercial facilities, offices 

General retail, except as otherwise 
specified 

Offices including ail comity offices, 
except as otherwise specified 

Stores selling fumiture and major 
appliances only 

Motor vehicle sales 



Auto repair shops, body and 
fender shops 

Self-serve laundries and 
dry cleaners 

Self-serve auto washes 

Barber shops, beauty and styling 



Health stodios 



Contractor's storage yards 



Nurseries, retail 



Parking Spaces 

1 space/4 seats 
1 space/3 horses 

1 space/4 seats 



1 space/200 sq. ft. floor 
area 

1 space/250 sq. ft. floor 

area with a minimum of 4 spaces 

1 space per 500 sq. ft. 
area 

1 space/500 sq. ft. floor 
area or 1 space/2000 sq. ft. 
of outdoor sales area, with 
a minimum of 4 spaces 

1 space/400 sq. ft. floor 
area 

1 space/3 washing machines 



2 spaces/stall 

3 spaces/baiber or salons 
stylist, with a minimum of 

4 spaces 

1 space/100 sq. ft. floor area 

1 space/3000 sq. ft. lot area 

1 space/2000 sq. ft. site 
area PLUS 1 15' x 30' 
loading space/acre 



(Revised 9-98) 



26-278 



§ 26-86-010 



SONOMA COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS 



§ 26-86-010 



Use 

Feed yards, fuel yards, material yards 

Banks 

Savings and loan and other financial institutions, title 

companies 
Shopping centers 

Cabinet, piumbing, heating, electrical shops 
General business and professional offices 



Parking Spaces 

1 space/2000 sq. ft. site area PLUS 1 15' x 30' loading 

space/acre 
1 space/250 sq. ft. floor area PLUS 5 tandem land 

spaces/teller or teller station 
1 space/250 sq. ft. floor area 



Antique shops, second hand sales 

Restaurants 

Outdoor markets, flea markets, etc. 



1 space/200 sq. ft. floor area 
1 space/500 sq. ft. floor area 
1 space/250 sq. ft. floor area, with a minimum of 4 

spaces 
1 space/200 sq. ft. floor area, 
1 space/60 sq. ft. dining area 
1 space/200 sq. ft. sales area, with a mmimum of 4 

spaces 
AU uses permitted in the MP (Industrial Park) District 1 space/2000 sq. ft. gross building floor area for 

warehousing 
1 space/250 sq. ft. gross building floor area for office 

space for buildings having 15,000 square feet or less 

of office space 
1 space/275 sq. ft. gross building floor area of office 

space for buildings having more than 15,000 sq. ft. of 

office space 
1 space/500 sq. ft. of area devoted to manufacturing 

(f) A portion of the above required parking spaces shall be provided for disabled persons consistent with state 
and fédéral law. 

(g) Vehicular and bicycle parking requirements for ail uses not specifîcally enumerated herein shall be deter- 
mined by the board of zoning adjustments or the planning commission. 

(h) In most cases where mixed uses are proposed, the required parking for the use with the most restrictive 
parking standard may be utilized to meet the above standards; provided, that the applicant can demonstrate 
the effectiveness of the parking plan in relation to the proposed uses, and provided that future changes in 
the use of the property are subject to review by the decision-making body so as to maintain the effective- 
ness of such plan. Otherwise, each proposed use shall be required to meet its applicable parking standard. 

(i) The above parking standards may be reduced when it has been satisfactorily demonstrated to the planning 
director or applicable decision-making body that fewer spaces will adequately serve the spécifie use or that 
the applicant has encouraged transit opportunities through one or more of the following: 

( 1 ) Participation in a comprehensive travel demand management (TDM) program including, but not lim- 
ited to, provision of flex-time, carpooling, and transit passes; 
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(2) Provision of transit stops and/or tumouts developed in coopération with and approved by Sonoma 
County Transit; 

(3) Provision of amenities for bicyclists beyond those required by this section, including, but not limited 
to shower/ locker room facilities, additional bicycle parking spaces and covered bicycle parking. 

(j) The parking standards may be increased when it is detemiined that employée parking substantially reduces 
the number of spaces needed for customer use. 

(k) The director may wai ve the requirement for parking to be covered, subj ect to administrative design review 
in accordance with Article 82, only where consistent with the neighborhood character and where either: (1) 
topographie conditions and/or small lot size make the provision of covered parking infeasible; or (2) the 
parking area will be visually screened from adjacent lots and from the common roadway(s) serving the 
property. (Ord. No. 5715 § 2, 2007; Ord. No. 5711 § 8 (Exh. I), 2007; Ord. No. 5569 §§ 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 
2005; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 88. 

General Use and Bulk Exceptions — ^Building Lines. 

Sec 26-88-010. General use provisions and exceptions. 

The use régulations specified in this chapter shail be subject to the foUowing gênerai provisions and 
exceptions: 

(a) Public Transmission and Utility Lines. Public utility, transmission and distribution lines, both overhead 
and underground, shail be pennitted in ail districts without limitation as to height and without the 
necessity of obtaining a use pennit; provided, that the routes of ail proposed transmission lines shail 
be submitted to the planning commission for review and recommandation prior îo acqziisition of rights 
of way therefore or application to the public utilities commission. 

(b) Naturel Resource Development. The development of natural resources as used within this chapter shail 
not be constraed to mean the drilling of wells or other development or improvements made for the 
production of water for domestic or irrigation purposes by a person or persons not engaged in the 
business of fumishing or developing water. 

(c) Manufactured Home Storage. Manufactured homes for whicfa zoning clearance for residential use has 
not been issued and whiçh are in excess of eight feet (8') in width and thirty feet (30') in length may 
not be stored on any lot in any district other than in the C3, Ml M2 and M3 districts in corapiiance 
with adopted régulations for such land use. 

(d) Christmas Tree Sales. Christmas tree sales may be permitted in the C, and M districts with a zoning 
permit provided, that the zoning permit is limited to a period not to exceed one month. 

(e) Landfill Opérations. Zoning permits may be issued for landfîll opérations utilizing imported material 
in any district only when the project review and advisory committee is satisfied that there has been prior 
comphance with Article 1, Chapter 22; Chapter 7; Article 7, Chapter 11 of the Sonoma County Code 
and Chapter 70 of the Uniform Building Code, or similar superseding agency, and that the fîlling will 
not be detrimental to neighboring property. 

(f) Entertainment Estabhshments. No dance hall, road house, night club, commercial club or any establish- 
ment where liquor is served, or connnercial place of amusement or récréation, or any place where 
entertainers are provided, whether as social companions or otherwise, shail be estabhshed in any district 
doser than two hundred feet (200') to the boundaiy of any residential district unless a use pennit is first 
secured in each case. 

No adult entertainment establishment shail be established except in the C3 (gênerai commercial) district 
and except subject to the folio wing limitations: 

(1) A minimum of one thousand feet (1,000') from any other adult entertainment business; 
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(2) A minimum of one thousand feet (1,000') from any residential zoning district. ^H 

(g) Minor Land Use Altérations; Grading within Waterways. Use pemait procédures for minor land use 
altérations and additions or for grading and excavation within a waterway which is also exempt firom 
Section 26A-3a(i) of the county surface mining ordinance may be waived when it is demonstrated to 
the satisfaction of the planning director that the addition/altération wiU not be detrimental to the health, 
safety or welfare of adjacent land uses or properties or when such altérations are required by another 
public agency. (Ord. No. 3436.) 

(h) Multifamily, Commercial and Industrial Uses within Cities' General Plan Boundaries. The board of 
supervisors fînds and détermines that cities hâve a spécial and important concem with respect to 
multifamily (fourplex or larger), commercial and industrial uses that might be established in unincoipo- 
rated portions of the county that lie within the boundaries of the varions city gênerai plans. It is possible 
that cities will annex at least some of such property in the future. When annexed, the development then 
existing on such property should be consistent with the particular city 's development plan for the area. 
The procedmre established in this section is intended to protect the integrity of city gênerai plans and 
to permit development that is consistent with the most appropriate development plan for the area 
involved. 

When multifamily (fourplex or larger), commercial or industrial uses are permitted uses under the 
applicable zoning district régulations, no zoning permit or building permit for any of such uses shall 
be approved unless: 

(1) The planning director sends a written notice to the afîected city stating *The Sonoma County 
Planning Department will issue a zoning permit for a (use) on this property if written appeal is 
not received within twenty (20) days from the date of this notice;'' and 

(2) The affected city does not file a written appeal with the planning director requesting a hearing 
before the board of zoning adjustments within ten (10) days from the date notice is sent. In the 
event that the affected city does file a written ^peal requesting a heaiing before the board of 
zoning adjustments within the required time period, the board of zoning adjustments shall hold 
a hearing and the décision of the board of zoning adjustments shall be based on whether the use 
requested by the application will be consistent with the varions éléments and objectives of the 
gênerai plan and will promote the public health, safety, comfort, convenience and gênerai welfare. 
Notice shall be given in the manner set foith in Section 26-92-050(a). If an appeal is taken to the 
board of supervisors, the board's décision shall be govemed by the same standard. 

This subsecnon shall apply only if both of the following conditions are met: 

(i) The property is within an existing city public sewer service area as shown on the map 
attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter and on file in the pubhc works department, 
or within an area projected to be served by public sewers by the Sonoma County local agency 
formation commission or within the area designated on those certain maps subraitted by cities 
as growth areas and adopted firom time to time by the board of supervisors entitled "City- 
County Permit Referral Maps;" 
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(ii) The existing zoning and city gênerai pian are not identical. 
(i) Outdoor Vendors. Outdoor vendors are authorized subject to the following standards: 

(1) Ali sales will take place at least twenty feet (200 ^om the nearest property Une, but in no case 
shall such sales take place within twenty feet (200 from the edge of any road right-of-way. 

(2) Parking shall be designated for a minimum of three automobiles, located at least twenty feet (200 
off the public right-of-way or twenty feet (200 from the front property line with no automobile 
nianeuvering pennitted in the pubhc right-of-way. The use pennit may require additional parking, 
depending on the nature of the saies proposed. 

(3) No freestanding signs shall be allowed. Two attached signs shall be permitted no larger than 
sixteen (16) square feet each in area and not located within twenty feet (200 of the public right-of- 
way. 

(4) The outdoor sales shall not be conduaed in a manner so as to cause a traffic hazard to passing 
motorists due to poor visibility and/or inadéquate sign distance for safe ingress and egress. 

(5) TTie area designated for outdoor vendor activities, excluding parking, shall not be greater than fîve 
hundred (500) square feet unless the board of zoning adjustments fînds that a larger area so 
designated wiU not be detrimental to the health, safety or gênerai weifare of persons residing or 
working the area. 

(6) The use permit shall remain in effect for a maximum of one (1) year, after which approval of a 
new use pennit will be required to continue. The planning director or désignée may issue the 
second and subséquent use pennit without a public hearing based upon évidence submiitted by the 
applicant that the opération was conducted in compliance with the conditions and provision of the 
préviens use pennit. Uses not authorized by a valid use permit will be subject to abatement 
proceedings. 

(7) Ail applicable permits from other county departments shall be obtained prior to operaring the 
outdoor vendor business on the premises. (Ord. No. 3348.) 

(j) Open Space Easements. The board of supervisors may require, on appeai or otherwise, and the planning 
commission or board of zoning adjustments may recommend, as a condition of approval of a develop- 
ment application, the dedication of an open space easement on ail or a portion of the property to be 
developed. Applications for development shall include, but not be limited to, applications for gênerai 
plan amendments, spécifie plan amendments, rezonings, major and minor subdivisions, use permits or 
précise development plans. Prior to requiring an open space easement or an offer of easement pursuant 
to this section, the board or commission shall make one of the findings set forth in subsections (j)(l) 
through (3) in addition to making the findings set forth in subsections 0)(4) and (5). 

(1) The area which is to be the subject of the open space easement is characterized by great natural 
scenic beauty; or 
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(2) The existing opeimess, natuial condition or présent state of use, if retained, wouid enhance the 
présent or potentiel value of abutting or suirounding urban development; or 

(3) The existing openness, natural condition or présent stâte of use, if retained, wouid maintain or 
enhance the conservation of natural or scenic resources; 

(4) The imposition of the open space easement bears a reasonable relationship to the public welfare; 

(5) The acquisition of the scenic/open space easement is consistent with the gênerai plan. 

Open space easements exacted pursuant to this section may, at the discrétion of the board or commission 
include, but not be limited to, any of the following: 

(i) A provision that the subject property shall be used only for those purposes which will 
maintain the existing open and scenic character of the property; 

(ii) A prohibition on the placing or erecting or causing the placement or érection of any new 
building, stracture or vehicle intended for himoan occupancy or commercial purposes at the 
site; 

(iii) A prohibition of any act which will materially change the gênerai topography or the natural 
forai of the subject property; 

(iv) A prohibition on the division of the subject property into two or more parcels under separate 
ownership by sale, gift, lease or otherwise except such divisions necessary for pubhc 
acquisition; 

(v) A réservation of rights to the grantors for ail uses not inconsistent with the restrictions 
specifîcally enumeraied in subsections (i) through (iv), inclusive including the right to 
prohibit entry thereon by unauthorized persons; 

(vi) A réservation of rights to the grantor to develop water sources, including springs, and to lay , 
constnict, repair and replace pipes and conduits for the transportation of water, 

(vii) A réservation of rights to the grantors to manage the land and its resources in a manner 
consistent with accepted principles of conservation practice; 

(viii) A réservation of rights to the grantor to use and develop the subject property from tirae to 
time for agricultural purposes. 

Open space easements exacted pursuant to this section shall run with the land and shall continue until 
such time as the board of supervisors, at its discrétion, abandons the county's right to the easement or, 
if the easement so provides, the easement expires in accordance with its terms. 
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Nothing contained in this section siiall be construed to limit the authority of the county to exact, as an al- 
ternative, open space easements in accordance with the provisions of Government Code Section 5 1 070 et 
seq. (Ord. No. 3606). 

(k) Reserved. 

(I) Seasonal farmworker housing shall meet the following standards: 
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(1) Seasonal farmworker housing shall be located on parcels of one and one-half (1.5) acres or more 
having an agricultural or resources and rural development gênerai plan land use désignation. Such 
parcels shall be owned by the applicant. If less than ten (10) acres, such parcels shall be located 
within one (1) mile of a minimum of twenty (20) contiguous acres of land cultivated and either 
owned or long term leased by the applicant. 

(2) Seasonal farmworker housing shall be located on parcels having direct access to a county 
maintained road. If a private road is to provide such access, the applicant shall file with the 
planning department a written agreement signed by ail of the property owners entitled to use such 
road acknowledging and agreeing to the road's use as access for the seasonal farmworker housing. 

(3) Seasonal farmworker housing located on parcels of less than ten (10) acres shall house no more 
than nineteen (19) persons, including a caretaker, at any time. 

(4) Seasonal farmworker housing and support stmctures shall be set back a minimum of fifty-five feet 
(55') from the center line of any roadway, sixty feet (600 from any other property line, forty feet 
(400 from any other stmcture, and forty feet (400 from watering troughs, feed troughs and 
accessory buildings. Seasonal faimworker housing and support stractures shall aiso be set back 
seventy-five feet (750 from bams, pens or similar quarters of livestock or poultry. 

(5) Seasonal farmworker housing shall hâve off-street parking provided at a ratio of one (1) space per 
four (4) persons housed. The parking does not need to be covered or paved, but may not be located 
within any scenic corridor setback unless screened from public view by buildings, fences, 
landscaping or terrain features. 

(6) Seasonal farmworker housing may be either one (1) or two (2) story stmctures. 

(7) Seasonal farmworker housing shall be occupied no more than one hundred eighty (180) days in 
any calendar year. The director of environmental heal& may restrict the occupancy of seasonal 
farmworker housing to one hundred thirty-seven (137) days between July Ist and November 15th 
in any calendar year for health and safety reasons. 

(8) Seasonal farmworker housing having accommodations for at least six (6) persons may hâve a single 
caretaker unit per parcel occupied year-round, provided year-round occupancy of the caretaker unit 
is authorized by the director of environmental health. 

(9) Seasonal farmworker housing shall not be located within any floodway. 

(10) Seasonal farmworker housing located within the one hundred (100) year flood élévation shall hâve 
the stmcture of the finished floor of the living quarters above the one hundred (100) year flood 
level, but may hâve a storage area before the living quarters. 

(11) Seasonal farmworker housing located within the one hundred (100) year flood élévation shall hâve 
its septic tank and disposai field at least one hundred feet (1000 removed from the ten (10) year 
flood élévation unless otherwise authorized by the director of environmental health. 
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(12) Seasonal farmworker housing shall be maintained in such a maimer so as not to constitute a zoning 
violation or a health and safety hazard. 

(13) Prior to the issuance of a building pennit for seasonai fannwoiker housing, the applicant shall 
place on file with the planning depaitment an affidavit that the seasonal farmworicer housing will 
be used to house persons employed for agricultuial purposes. Fmther, a covenant shalî be recorded, 
in a form satisfactory to county counsel, acknowledging and agreeing that park and traffic 
mitigation fées for the seasonal farmworker housing shall be waived unless and until the housing 
units are no longer used to house persons employed for agricultural purposes and fmther acknowl- 
edging and agreeing that in the event the housing units are converted to some other use, the park 
and trafïic mitigation fées existent at the time of conversion shall be immediately due and payable 
and the housing units shall be either removed or, if the new use is otherwise pennitted, brought 
into compUance with the provisions of this code and state laws in effect at the time of conversion. 



(m) Tree Protection Ordinance. 

General Provisions. Projects shall be designed to minimize the destmcùon of protected trees. With 
development permits, a site plan shall be submitted that depicts the location of ail protected trees greater 
than nine inches (9") and their protected perimeters in areas that will be impacted by the proposed 
development, such as the building envelopes, access roads, leachfields, etc. Lot line adjustments, zoning 
permits and agricultural uses are exempt from this requirement. The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to trees which are the subject of a valid timber harvesting permit ^proved by the state of 
Califomia. This section shall not be appiied in a manner that would reduce allowable density lower than 
that peimitted as a resuit of C£.Q.A. or by other county ordinances or render a property undevelopable. 
To achieve this end, adjustments may be made. 

Agricultural uses exempt from the tree protection ordinance are as follows: the raising, feeding, 
maintaining and breeding of confîned and unconfined farm animais, commercial aquaculture, conomercial 
mushroom farming, wholesale nurseries, greenhouses, wineries and agricultural cultivation. 

Constmction Standards. Applicants are encouraged to use a qualified specialist to establish tree protection 
methods- 

(1) Protected trees, their protected perimeters and whether they are to be retained or removed are to 
be clearly shown on ail improvement plans. A note shall be placed on the improvement plans that 
"Constraction is subject to requirements established by Sonoma County to protect certain trees." 

(2) Before the start of any clearing, excavation, construction or other work on the site, every tree 
designated for protection on the approved site plan shall be clearly delineated with a substantial 
barrier (steel posts and barbed wire or chain link fencing) at the protected perimeter, or hmits 
estabhshed during the permit process. The delineation markers shall remain in place for the 
duration of ail work. AU trees to be removed shall be clearly marked. A scheme shall be estab- 
lished for the removal and disposai of brush, earth and other débris as to avoid injury to any 
protected tree. 

(3) Where proposed development or other site work must encroach upon the protected perimeter of 
a protected tree, spécial measures shall be incorporated to allow the roots to obtain oxygen, water 
and nutrients. Tree wells or other techniques may be used where advisable. No changes in existing 
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ground level shall occur withiB the protected perimeter unless a drainage and aération scheme 
approved by a certified arborist is utilized. No buming or use of equipment with an open flame 
shall occur near or within the protected perimeter (except for authorized controUed bums). 

(4) No storage or dumping of oil, gasoline, chemicals or other substances that may be harmful to trees 
shall occur within the drip iine of any tree, or any other location on the site from which such 
substances might enter the drip Iine. 

(5) If any damage to a protected tree should occur during or as a resuit of work on the site, the county 
shall be proncçjtly notified of such damage. If a protected tree is damaged so that it cannot be 
preserved in a healthy state, the planning director shall require replacement in accordance with 
the arboreal value chart. If on-site replacement is not feasible, the applicant shall pay the in-lieu 
fee to the tree replacement fund. 

(6) The foUowing design standards for protected trees shall be adhered to: 

(i) Underground trenching for utilities should avoid tree roots within the protected perimeter. 
If avoidance is impractical, tunnels should be made below major roots. If tunnels are 
impractical and cutting roots is required, it shall be done by hand-sawn cuts after hand 
digging trenches. Trenches should be Consolidated to serve as many units as possible. 

(ii) Compaction within the àiip Iine or protected perimeter shall be avoided. 

(iii) Paving with either concrète or asphalt over the protected perimeter should be avoided. If 
paving over the protected perimeter cannot be avoided, affected trees shall be treated as 
removed for puiposes of calculating arboreal values. 

(iv) Wherever possible, septic Systems and/or leachlines shaU not be located on the uphill side 
of a protected tree. 

(7) Security posted for the purpose of insuring the proper constraction of public or private improve- 
ments shall also include an amount suf&cient to secure any requirements imposed pursuant to this 
section. In addition, security for potential tree damage shaU be twenty-flve percent (25%) of the 
amount posted for planned tree replacement. In lieu fées shall be paid prior to recording any maps. 
Such security shall not be released until protection requirements, including planting replacement 
trees, and any long term maintenance requirements hâve been satisfactorily discharged. The initial 
bond amount may be reduced to cover only the maintenance and replacement of trees after 
constraction is completed. 

(8) The Valley Oak-Quercus lobata shall receive spécial considération in the design review process 
to the extent that mature spécimens shall be retained to the fuUest extent feasible. Valley Oaks 
contribute greatly to Sonoma County's visual character, landscape and they provide important 
Visual relief in urban settings. On existing parcels created without the benefit of an accompanying 
blK, design review shall focus on the préservation of Valley Oaks to the fullest extent feasible. 
Where such préservation would render a lot unbuildable, partial protection with accompanying 
appropriate mitigations developed by a certified arborist shall be incorporated into the project 
design. In such cases where only partial protection can be achieved, fiill replacement in accordance 
with the arboreal value chart shall be required. 
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Arboreal Value Charts. One of the foUowing charts is to be used for determining arboreal values. 
The applicant shall indicate at dme of application which chart is to be used. Chart No. 1 requires 
anaiysis to be done only in the deveiopment areas (building envelopes, access roads, etc.) and 
requires one hundred percent (100%) replacement or in-lieu fées. Chart No. 2 requires anaiysis 
of the entire site but allows for removal of up to fifty percent (50%) of the arboreal value. 
Compensation for the loss of greater than fifty percent (50%) arboreal value will require replace- 
ment by using the chart. 

Chart No. 1: To Be Used For Measurii^ Trees Removed Only in The Development Areas. 



d.b.h.* 
(inches) 


Removed 
Trees 


Weighted 
Value 


Arboreal 
Value 


9-15 




1 




over 15-21 




2 




over 21-27 




3 




over 27-33 




4 




over 33 




5 





Total 



This value (the A.V.) is used to 
calculate the replacement number. 



Chart No. 2: Complète Site Anaiysis. 

a. To Be Used For Measuring Existing Trees On The Entire Site. 



d.b.h.* 
(inches) 



9-15 



over 15-21 



over 21-27 



over 27-33 



over 33 



Existing 
Trees 



Weighted 
Value 



1 



Existing 

Arboreal 

Value 



Total 



d.b.h. (diameter at breast heighi, four and one-half (4Vi) feet above ground) can be calculated by measuring the circumference of the 
tree and dividing by 3.14 or pi. 
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b. To Be Used For Measuring Trees To Be Removed. 



d.b.h.* (inches) 


Removed Trees 


Weighted Value 


Removed Arboreal 
Value 


9-15 1 


over 15-21 




2 




over 2 1 -27 




3 




over 27-33 




4 




over 33 




5 





Total 



* d.b.h. (diameter at breast lieight, four and one-half feet above ground) can be calculated by measuring the circumference ofthe tree and dividing by 
3.J4orpi. 

Siibtract the removed arboreal value froni the existing arboreal value. If the removed arboreal value is more 
than fifty percent (50%) ofthe existing arboreal value, the developer must replace the différence between 
removed arboreal value and fifty percent (50%) of existing arboreal value using the arboreal valuations. 

Arboreal Valuations. Ail trees to be replaced shall be the same native species as that removed unless spé- 
cifie approval has been granted by the planning director. 

1 point A.V. = six 5-gallon trees (can be existing trees on site that are below 9" d.b.h. if préservation 

methods are part ofthe development permit) 
= two 1 5-gallon trees** 
= $200 in-lieu fee*** 

2 points A.V. = 24" Box Tree** 

= $400 in-lieu fee*** 

** The large trees must corne from nurseries where they hâve been irrigated. 

They must hâve on-site irrigation to insure their survival. 
*** Annual average retail cost can be changed to reflect cost increases. 

Replacement trees may be located on residentially zoned parcels of at least one and one-half acres and on 
any commercial or industrial zoned parcel, regardless of size, where feasible. Where infeasible, they may 
be located on public lands or maintained private open space. In-lieu fées may be used to acquire and pro- 
tect stands of native trees in préserves or place trees on public lands. 

(n) Area Design Review Committees. Where development is proposed on parcels which are subject to area 
design review committees which hâve been created by resolution ofthe board of supervisors, the following 
shall apply. 

( 1 ) Prior to issuance of a building permit, the development plan will be reviewed and approved, condi- 
tionally approved, or denied by the planning director on the basis of site planning as it relates to des- 
ignated open space or design policies of adopted gênerai, spécifie or area plans or other such design 
criteria as may hâve been adopted by the board of supervisors. 
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(2) Concurrent with the submittal of the development plan to the planning director, the owner shall sub- 
mit the advisory recommendation of approval, conditional approval or déniai of the local design re- 
view committee with jurisdiction overthe parcel. 

(3) The planning director shall considerthe advisory recommendation of the local design review commit- 
tee but shall not be bound by it. 

(4) Décisions of the planning director approving, conditionally approving or denying a building permit 
pursuant to this section are appealable in accordance with Section 26-92-040. 

(o) Year-round Farmworker Housing. Year-round farmworker housing shall meet the following standards: 

( 1 ) Year-round farmworker housing shall be located on parcels of ten ( 1 0) or more acres having an agri- 
cultural gênerai plan land use désignation. Year-round farmworker housing may aiso be located on a 
parcel of ten (10) acres or more having a resources and rural development gênerai plan land use dés- 
ignation, provided the parcel is under Williamson Act contract. 

Notwithstanding the above, year-round farmworker housing may be located on a parcel five (5) acres 
or less pursuant to Government Code Section 51230.2, when such farmworker housing otherwise 
meets the provisions of this subsection and the standards of the underlying zoning district. Such par- 
cels shall be owned or leased by the applicant, unless the parcel is being subdivided pursuant to Gov- 
ernment Code Section 51230.2 in which case it shall be owned by a public entity, or by a qualified 
non-profit agency. • 

(2) Year-round farmworker housing shall be located on parcels having direct access to a county main- 
tained road. 

If a private road is to provide such access, the applicant shall file with the planning department a writ- 
ten agreement signed by ail of the property owners entitled to use such road acknowledging and 
agreeing to the road' s use as access for the year-round farmworker housing. 

(3) Year-round farmworker housing located on any parcel shall house no more than thirty-eight 
(38) persons at any time. 

(4) Year-round farmworker housing and support structures shall be set back a minimum of fifty-five feet 
(55') from the centerline of any roadway, sixty feet (60') from any other property Une, forty feet (40') 
from any other structure, and forty feet (40') from watering troughs, feed troughs, and accessory 
buildings. Year-round farmworker housing and support structures shall aIso be set back seventy-five 
feet (75') from barns, pens or similar quarters of livestock or poultry. On parcels adjacent to a resi- 
dential zoning district, year-round farmworker housing shall be set back a minimum of five hundred 
feet (500') from the property line adjacent to the residential zoning district. 

(5) Year-round farmworker housing shall hâve off-street parking provided at the ration of one ( 1) space 
per four (4) persons housed. The parking does not need to be covered, but shall be screened from 
public view by buildings, fences, landscaping or terrain features. 
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(6) Year-round farmworker housing niay be either one ( 1 ) or two (2) story structures. 

(7) Year-round farmworker housing shall not be located within any floodway. 

(8) Year-round farmworker housing located within the one hundred ( 1 00) year flood élévation shall hâve 
the structure of the finished floor of the hving quarters above the one hundred (1 00) year flood level, 
but may hâve a storage area below the living quarters. 

(9) Year-round farmworker housing located within the one hundred ( 1 00) year flood élévation shall hâve 
its septic tank and disposai field at least one hundred feet ( 1 00') removed from the ten ( 1 0) year flood 
élévation uniess otherwise authorized by the director of environmental heahh. 

( 1 0) Year-round farmworker housing shall be maintained in such a manner so as not to constitute a zoning 
violation or a health and safety hazard. 

(1 1) Prior to the issuance of a building permit for year-round farmworker housing, the applicant shall 
place on file with the planning department an affidavit that the year-round farmworker housing will 
be used to house persons employed for agricultural purposes. Further a covenant shall be recorded, in 
a form satisfactory to county counsel, acknowledging and agreeing that park and traffic mitigation 
fées for the year-round farmworker housing shall be waived uniess and until the housing units are no 
longer used to house persons employed for agricultural purposes and further acknowledging and 
agreeing that in the event the housing units are converted to some other use the park and traffic miti- 
gation fées existent at the time of conversion shall be immediately due and payable and the housing 
units shall be either removed or, if the new use is otherwise permitted, brought into compliance with 
the provisions of this code and state laws in effect at the time of conversion. 

(p) Residential use of a travel trailer or recreational vehicle shall meet the following standards: 

(1 ) Parcel shall be at least six thousand (6,000) square feet in size. 

(2) Use of the travel trailer or recreational vehicle shall be limited to residential use by (a) an ill, conva- 
lescent or otherwise disabled friend or relative needing care from the occupant of the primary rési- 
dence, or (b) a friend or relative providing necessary care for an ill, convalescent or otherwise dis- 
abled occupant of the primary résidence. The need for care shall be documented by a letter from a 
physician. 

(3) No more than two (2) people may occupy the travel trailer or recreational vehicle. 

(4) The temporary unit may only be placed on a légal parcel with an existing primary résidence. 

(5) The temporary unit shall hâve an approved connection to the existing or expanded septic System or 
sanitary sewer System. The unit shall also hâve an approved connection to the existing well or a pub- 
lic water System. 
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(6) The temporary unit shall meet zoning setback requirements, scenic resource (SR) requirements and, 
where applicable, hâve approval from board or spécifie plan designated design review committees. 

(7) The temporary unit must be currently licensed as required by the Vehicle Code of the state of Cali- 
fornia, hâve a valid state insignia and remain in a mobile condition. 

(8) The temporary unit shall not be considered a separate residential unit for the purpose of calculating 
development impact fées (sewer System, park and traffic fées, etc.). 

(9) The temporary unit shall not be rented, let or leased. 

(10) An administrative permit for residential use of a travel trailer or recreational vehicle shall be ob- 
tained. Such permits shall expire one year from the date of issuance. Permits may be renewed annu- 
ally. Permit and fenewai applications shall be accompanied by a written statement, signed by the ap- 
plicant under penalty of perjury, that the use will conform to the standards set forth in this subsection. 
RenewaI applications shall be submitted prior to permit expiration and shall include an updated letter 
from a physician. 

(11) Within sixty (60) days of cessation of the residential use described in subsection (q)(2) of this section, 
ail occupancy of the unit shall cease and the unit shall be disconnected from ail utilities and/or sew- 
age disposai Systems. (Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005; Ord. No. 5569 § 9, 2005; Ord. No. 5154 § l(a), 
1999; Ord. No. 5016 § l(q), 1997; Ord. No. 4839 § 1(F), 1994; Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-88-020. General lot area and width régulations and exemptions. 

(a) The use of land as permitted for the district in which it is located shall be permitted on a lot of less area or 
width than that required by the régulations for such district, unless the owner of such lot owns any contigu- 
ous lot, in which case such lots shall be treated as one lot; provided, however, that such lots shall not be 
treated as one (1) lot if any of the following four (4) conditions are met: 

(1) That each lot was created in compliance with applicable laws and ordinances in effect at the time of 
its création, is served by public sewer and is at least five thousand (5,000) square feet in area; 

(2) That each lot was created in compliance with applicable laws and ordinances in effect at the time of 
its création, is not served by public sewer and is at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet in area; 

(3) That each of the lots was created in compliance with applicable laws and ordinances in effect at the 
time of its création, is subject to Williamson Act Agricultural Préserve Contract, and confomis to 
minimum income requirements set forth in the Agricultural Préserve Contract; 

(4) That each of the lots was created in compliance with applicable laws and ordinances in effect at the 
time of its création, is subject to timber préserve and is eighty (80) acres or larger. 

(b) For purposes of the section, "served by public sewer" means that a governmental agency providing sewer 
service states in writing and without qualification that it will provide sewer service to the subject property. 
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(c) Contiguous parcels not conforming to subsections (a)(l), (2), (3) and (4) of this section niay be nierged 
into one(l) parcel subjecttothe provisions of Section 26-12-030 ofthe subdivision ordinance. (Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-88-030. General height régulations and exceptions. 

(a) In an AR, RR, RI , R2, R3 or K district, no fence shall hereinafter be constructed to exceed six feet (6') in 
height within any required side yard to the rear ofthe front line of any dweiling, or along any rear property 
line, nor to exceed three feet (3 ') in height within any required front yard nor within fifteen feet (15') ofthe 
Street corner nor within any required exterior side yard on any corner lot, without flrst securing a use per- 
mit in each case. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993; Ord. No. 3180, § VI.) 

Sec. 26-88-040. General yard régulations and exceptions. 

(a) In the case of a through lot abutting on two (2) streets, no building shall be located so as to encroach upon 
the front yard required on either street. This provision may be waived for swimming pools when it is dem- 
onstrated to the satisfaction ofthe planning director that the location will not be detrimental to the health, 
safety or welfare of adjacent land uses or properties. The planning director may require a use permit or sig- 
natures from adjacent property owners. (Ord. No. 3932.) 

(b) Any dweiling use to be located in any C district shall provide front, side and rear yards as required in the 
R3 district; provided, that this shall not apply to any dweiling use to be located over a commercial or indus- 
trial establishment. 

(c) Where irregular lot shapes prevent the direct détermination ofthe area and yard requirements for a lot, the 
planning director shall make such déterminations as necessary for the administration of this chapter. 

(d) In any case where an officiai plan line has been established as part ofthe street and highway plan, the re- 
quired yards on the street side shall be measured from such officiai plan line, and in no case shall the provi- 
sions of this chapter be construed as permitting any structure to extend beyond any such officiai plan line. 

(e) In any case where a building setback line or building envelope has been established by a recorded parcel 
map, final subdivision map or a spécifie plan, and such setback is différent from the setback required by 
the zoning district in which the parcel is located, the established building setback line cannot be waived by 
the planning director nor through a variance procédure. (Ord. No. 3932.) 

(f) Protect and encourage agricultural production by establishing a buffer between agricultural production on 
lands either designated in one (1) ofthe three (3) agricultural land use catégories in the gênerai plan or 
lands included within the AR zoning district, where any such lands abut a nonagricultural land use con- 
ducted on land outside the three gênerai plan land use catégories. Generally, buffers shall be defined as a 
physical séparation of one hundred (100) to two hundred feet (200'). Thèse may be modified based upon 
topographie feature, a substantial tree stand, watercourse or similar existing feature. In some circum- 
stances, a landscaped berm or other man-made feature may enhance the buffer. The requirement for buffer 
may be modified after hearing by the advisory agency following a written recommendation by the agricul- 
tural commissioner. 
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Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 94 (nonconforming uses) where the imposition of the buffer cré- 
âtes a nonconforming condition, expansion or modification of such use may be pemiitted, provided that 
encroachment into tiie setback does not exceed that of the existing structure. 

"Agriculturai production," as used herein, means either an existing agricultural opération or an agricultural 
opération that would be a reasonably anticipated use. No buffer or setback shail be created by the acquisi- 
tion of a portion of a parcel devoted to an agriculturai opération. 

The provisions of this subsection (g) of this section shall only appiy to discretionary permits which are ei- 
ther appealable pursuant to the chapter or over which the board of supervisors has original jurisdiction. 

(g) In any TP, LIA, LEA, DA, RRD, RRDWA, AR or RR district the required yard standards may be reduced 
when the planning director fmds that such reduction(s) are appropriate in light of topography, végétation or 
unique physical characteristics. In determining such fmdings, considération will also be given to visibility 
from public roads and adjacent properties. Such réduction shall not resuit in a front yard of less than ten 
feet (10') for any garage or carport opening. The planning director may require a use permit or signatures 
from adjacent property owners. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-88-050. Building lines. 

(a) Building lines may be established for the purpose of determining building locations. Such building lines 
shall be indicated on the zoning maps. 

(b) Building lines shall be measured from the property line or adopted plan lines and shall supersede the front 
yard setback requirements of the zoning district within which the particular parcel(s) is located. 

(c) Building lines shall be established in the manner provided by Article 94. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
Sec. 26-88-060. Second dwelling units. 

(a) Purpose. This section implements the requirements of Government Code Section 65852.2 and the provi- 
sions of the gênerai plan housing élément that encourage the production of affordable housing by means of 
second dwelling units. 

(b) Applicability. Second dwelling units shall be permitted only in compliance with the requirements of this 
section, and ail other requirements of the applicable zoning district, except as otherwise provided by this 
section, in the following agricultural and residential zoning districts: LIA (Land Intensive Agriculture), 
LEA (Land Extensive Agriculture), DA (Diverse Agriculture), RRD (Rural Resources and Development), 
AR (Agricultural Residential), RR (Rural Residential), RI (Low Density Residential), and R2 (Médium 
Density Residential). Second dwelling units are prohibited in the Z (second dwelling unit exclusion) com- 
bining district. 

(c) Permit Requirements. A zoning permit (Section 26-92-170) shall be required for a second dwelling unit. 
Additionally, second dwelling units must comply with ail other applicable building codes and require- 
ments, including évidence of adéquate septic capacity and water yield. 
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(d) Use. Second dwelling units may not be sold separately fîrom the main unit, but may be rented separately. 
Occupant(s) need not be related to the property owner. Units may not be rented on a transient occupancy 
basis (periods less than thirty (30) days). 

(e) Unit Type. A second dwelling unit may be attached or detached firom the primary dwelling on the site. A 
detached second dwelling unit may also be a manufactured home on a pennanent foundation, in compli- 
ance with Section 26-02-140. 

(f) Timing. A second dwelling unit allowed by this section may be constructed prior to, concurrently with, or 
after construction of the primary dwelling. 

(g) Density . As provided by Government Code Section 65 852.2(b)(5), second dwelling units are exempt from 
the density limitations of the gênerai plan, provided that no more than one (1) second dwelling unit may be 
located on any parcel. A second dwelling unit may not be located on any parcel already containing a dwell- 
ing unit that is non-conforming with respect to land use or density, or developed with a duplex, triplex, 
apartment or condominium. 

(h) Site Requirements. 

( 1 ) Water Availability. 

(i) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a second dwelling unit shall be permitted 
only in designated groundwater availability classification areas 1 or 2, or where public water is 
available. 

(ii) A second dwelling unit in a Class : groundwater availability area s hall be permitted only if: 

(A) The domestic water source is located on the subject parcel, or a mutual water source is 
available; and 

(B) Groundwater yield is sufficient for the existing and proposed use, pursuant to Section 7- 1 2 
of this code. 

(iii) Second dwelling units shall not be established within designated Class 4 groundwater availabil- 
ity classification areas except where both requirements for Class : areas, above, are met and a 
groundwater report détermines that there is no long-terai or cumulative impact to groundwater 
resources. Ail applications for a zoning permit to allow a second dwelling unit within a Class 4 
area shall be accompanied by a groundwater report containing information and analysis as 
specified by the director. Said report shall be prepared and certified by an appropriate licensed 
professional, spécifie for the subject site and the existing and proposed use, and the report must 
find and détermine that: 

(A) Water yield will be sufficient year-round to serve both the primary and the secondary resi- 
dential use; and 
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(B) The establishment and continuation of the use will not resuit in significant impacts to 
local groundwater availability or yield, nor is it expectedto hâve significant long-tenu or 
cumulative impacts. 

(2) Minimum Parcel Size. 

(i) A second dwelling unit shall be permitted only on parcels with a minimum gross lot area of at 
least two (2) acres, except as provided for below: 

(A) An exception will be made to permit an affordable second dwelling unit on a parcel with a 
minimum of 1 .5 acres in gross lot area in designated Class 1 or 2 groundwater availability 
areas, provided that an affordable housing agreement pursuant to Article 89 is executed 
and recorded, restricting the occupancy and rent of the subject unit to low- or very low- 
income households for a period of at least thirty (30) years. The agreement shall be sub- 
ject to review and approval of the county counsel and the executive director of the com- 
munity development commission. 

(B) In designated urban service areas, where the parcel is served by public sewer, second 
dwelling units shall be permitted only on parcels with a minimum gross lot area of at least 
six thousand (6,000) square feet without restriction as to tenancy or affordability. 

(C) In designated urban service areas, where the parcel is served by public sewer, second 
dwelling units shall be permitted on parcels with a gross lot area of at least five thousand 
(5,000) square feet, provided that an affordable housing agreement pursuant to Article 89 
is executed and recorded restricting the occupancy and rent of the subject unit to low- or 
very low-income households for a period of at least thirty (30) years. The agreement shall 
be subject to review and approval of the county counsel and the executive director of the 
community development commission. 

(i) Design and Development Standards. 

( 1 ) Height. In designated urban service areas, a second dwelling unit shall not exceed sixteen feet ( 1 6') in 
height except that where the unit is attached to the primary unit, or where the second dwelling unit is 
proposed to be located above a garage, carport or bam, the maximum height shall be that established 
for the primary dwelling in the underlying zoning district. In no case shall the provision of a second 
dwelling unit resuit in a substantial réduction in solar access to surrounding properties. 

(2) Design. The second dwelling unit shall be similar or compatible in character to the primary résidence 
on the site and to the surrounding résidences in ternis of roof pitch, eaves, building materials, colors 
and landscaping. Second dwelling units shall also meet ail standards set forth in any applicable com- 
bining district, spécifie plan or area plan, or local area development guidelines. 

(3) Size. A second unit shall not exceed eight hundred forty (840) sq uare feet in floor area. When the 
second dwelling unit is provided as an affordable rental unit, the size limit shall be one thousand 
( 1 ,000) square feet so long as an affordable housing agreement pursuant to Article 89 is fîrst executed 
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and recorded, restricting the occupancy and rent for the subject unit to low- or very low-income 
households for a period of at least thirty (30) years. The agre ement shall be subject to review and ap- 
proval of the county counsel and the executive director of the community development commission. 

(i) Calculating the Size of Second Dwelling Units. Floor area shall be calculated by rneasuring the 
exterior perimeter of the second dwelling unit and the length of any common walls. In the case 
of straw baie or similar construction, floor area may be calculated using interior dimensions. 
Any storage space or enclosed areas attached to the second dwelling unit shall be included in 
the size calculation, except: a) a garage, as described in subsection (i)(3)(ii) of this section; or b) 
where the second dwelling unit is constructed over or attached to an unconditioned accessory 
structure, as described in subsection (i)(3)(iii) of this secti on. 

(ii) Allowable Garage Area. An attached garage up to four hundred (400) square feet in uncondi- 
tioned floor area shall be pennitted for a second dwelling unit provided that ail required set- 
backs are met. An attached garage of up to fïve hundred (500) square feet shall be permitted if 
an affordable housing agreement pursuant to Article 89 is recorded restricting the rent to low- 
or very low-income households for a period of at least thirty (30) years. No conditioned space 
shall be allowed within the garage area. An interior access door between the attached garage 
and the second dwelling unit may be provided. A deed restriction shall be recorded limiting the 
floor area of the second dwelling unit to eight hundred forty (840) square feet, and declaring 
that no portion of the attached garage or bam area is to be utilized as a part of the conditioned 
residential space. 

(iii) Units Attached to Accessory Structures. A second dwelling unit may be located above or at- 
tached to a bam or other unconditioned, unfînished accessory structure of greater than four 
hundred (400) square feet only where the accessory structure serves the primary residential or 
agricultural use of the property. In such cases, access to the second dwelling unit shall be pro- 
vided by an exterior entrance only. An interior access door between the attached structure and 
the second unit is prohibited. A deed restriction shall be recorded limiting the floor area of the 
second dwelling unit to eight hundred forty (840) square feet, and declaring that no additional 
portion of the structure may be converted or utilized as a part of the conditioned or habitable 
space. 

(4) Lot Coverage Limitation. The total lot coverage for parcels developed with a second dwelling unit 
shall not exceed that allowed within the applicable zoning district in which the parcel is located. 

(5) Setback and Location Requirements. 

(i) A second dwelling unit and any attached or detached garage must comply with the setback re- 
quirements of the applicable zoning district in which the second dwelling unit is located, except 
that the rear yard setback for second dwelling units located in urban sei-vice areas within zone 
districts RR, RI and R2 shall be reduced to five feet (5'). Li the case of an existing légal struc- 
ture that is nonconforming with respect to setbacks, yard requirements may be reduced through 
use permit approval in order to allow the légal conversion of the existing structure for use as a 
second dwelling unit. 
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(ii) In the case of a second dwelling unit in a rural zone district that is located more than one hun- 
dred feet ( 1 00') from the primary dwelling, the second dwelling unit shall maintain minimum 
front, rear and side setbacks of sixty feet (60'), unless otherwise provided through use permit. 

(6) Access and Parking Requirements. 

(i) Driveway Access. Both the primary unit and the second dwelling unit shall be served by one 
common, all-weather surface access driveway with a minimum width of twelve feet (12'), Con- 
necting the second dwelling unit to a public or private road. The requirement for a single drive- 
way connection may be waived in each of the following instances if the director detennines that 
the waiver of the requirement would not be detrimental to the public health, safety or gênerai 
welfare: 

(A) Where an applicant seeks to convert an existing structure to use as a second dwelling unit, 
and that structure was served by an access driveway separate from the primary dwelling; 
or 

(B) Where the applicant can show that there are already two (2) legally established access 
driveways to the parcel that are available to serve the primary and secondary dwelling 
units separately; or 

(C) Where the parcel is split by a public or private road, or where the parcel has frontage on 
two (2) roads (public or private); or 

(D) Where the applicant demonstrates an alternative access design that provides an overall ré- 
duction in the expanse of driveway area is préférable. 

(ii) Parking Required. One (1) off-street parking space with an all-weather surface shall be pro- 
vided for the exclusive use of the second dwelling unit, in addition to the parking that is re- 
quired for the primary dwelling. The parking space for the second dwelling unit may not be 
provided within a required front yard setback. 

(iii) Surfaces. Wherever feasible, the use of perméable surfaces for parking, driveway and walkway 
areas is strongly encouraged. (Ord. No. 5 7 1 1 § 3 (Exh. B), 2007; Ord. No. 5569 § 3 , 2005 : Ord. 
No. 5429 § 6, 2003.) 

Sec. 26-88-070. Recycling collection and processing facilities. 

The criteria and standards for recycling collection and processing facilities are as follows: 

(a) Permits Required. 

(1) No person shall place or permit placement, construction or opération of any recycling facility, including 
reverse vending machine, large or small collection facility, or light or heavy processing facility 
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without first obtaining a use permit or design review approval pursuant to the provisions set forth in 
this section. Subject to the restrictions and requirements ot this section, recycling collection and 
processing facilities may be permitted as set forth in the following table: 



Type of Facility 

Reverse vending machine 

Smali collection facility 

Large collection facility 
Light processing facility 
Heavy processing facility 



Zones Permitted 

LC,C1,C2, C3, PF,RC,M1, 

M2, M3, PC 
LC, C1,C2, C3, PF,RC, Ml, 

M2, M3, PC 

C3,M1,M2,M3 
C3,Ml,M2,JVi:3 
M2 



Permit Required 

Administrative 
design review 

Administrative 
design review 

Use permit 

Use permit 

Use permit 



(2) A planned community (PC) district may expressly permit or prohibit recycling facilities. Where a PC 
district does not specifically address such facilities but allows uses permitted in the Cl , LC, RC, C2, 
C3, PF, Ml, M2 districts, reverse vending machines and small collection facilities may be permitted 
with an administrative design review permit. 

(3) A single administrative design review permit may be granted to allow more than one reverse vending 
machine or more than one small collection facility, even if located on différent sites, pursuant to the 
following criteria: 

(i) The operatorofeach of the proposed facilities i s the same; 

(ii) The proposed facilities are determined by the director of planning to be similar in nature, size 
and intensity of activity; 

(iii) Ail of the applicable criteria and standards set forth in this section are complied with. 

(b) Reverse Vending Machines. Reverse vending machines shall meet the following conditions: 

(1 ) Shall be established in conjunction with a commercial use, industrial or public facility use, which is 
in compliance with ail chapters of the codes of the county of Sonoma including but not limited to So- 
noma County fire code, Uniform Building Code and zoning ordinance; 
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(2) Shall, when associated with a commercial or industrial use, be located within thirty feet (30') of the 
entrance to the primary use and shall not obstruct pedestrian or vehicular circulation; 

(3) Shall be constructed and maintained with durable waterproof and rustproot material and shall be cov- 
ered; 

(4) Shall be clearly marked to identify the type of material to be deposited; 

(5) Shall hâve a sign area of a maximum of four (4) square feet and sign(s) shall be attached to the ma- 
chine; 

(6) Shall be no more than eighty (80) clibic feet in bulk and no more than eight feet (8') in height per ma- 
chine; 

(7) The operator of the reverse vending machine and the operator of the primary use, on a daily basis, 
shall remove any and ail recyclable materials or refuse which has acciimulated or is deposited outside 
the reverse vending machines; 

(8) Reverse vending machines located within a structure in which the primary use is located shall not 
require any permits under this section; 

(9) Where a reverse vending machine is located nearer than fifty feet (50') to a residential property, struc- 
ture barriers shall be provided to reduce noise impacts; 

(10) Reverse vending machine opération may be limited to the hours of opération of the host use. 

(c) Small Collection Facilities. Small collection facilities shall meet the following conditions: 

(1 ) Shall be established in conjunction with a commercial use, industrial use institutional or community 
facility public facility use which is in compliance with ail chapters of the codes of the county of So- 
noma including but not limited to the Sonoma County fire code, Uniform Building Code and zoning 
ordinance; 

(2) Containers shall be constructed and maintained with durable waterproof, rustproof and fire résistant 
material and shall be covered at ail times when not attended; 

(3) Containers shall be clearly marked to identify the type of recyclable materials which may be depos- 
ited. A sign shall be displayed stating that no materials shall be left outside designated containers; 

(4) Facilities shall be clearly marked to identify the name and téléphone number of the facility opera- 
tor; 

(5) The site shall be swept and maintained in a dust-free, litter-free condition on a daily basis; 
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(6) The facility shall be placed on a site so as not to obstruct on-site or off-site pedestrian or vehicular 
circulation, or any ioading faciiities; 

(7) The facility shall be set back at least twenty feet (200 from any street or right-of-way; 

(8) The facility shall not impair the landscaping required for any concurrent use or any permit issued 
pursuant thereto; 

(9) The noise level for the coDection facility shall not at any time exceed fifty-five (55) dBA as 
measured at the property line of any residentially zoned or residentially used property, and shall 
not exceed sixty-five (65) dBA; 

(10) The facility shall not include power-drive sorting and/or consolidation equipment such as cmshers, 
balers or bulk reverse vending machines; 

(11) Signs may be provided as follows: 

(i) Maximum sign area shall be four (4) square feet, 

(ii) No illuminated signs, and 

(iii) Signs must be consistent with the character of the location; 

(12) Use of the facility for collection or disposai of refuse or hazardous material is prohibited; 

(13) The facility shall be removed from the site no later than the date foUowing expiration of the zoning 
permit for the piimaiy use of the property or the state certification pennit, whichever expires 
earlier; 

(14) The facility shall be in opération only during the hours of opération of the primary use, unless 
permission is otfaerwise given by the operator of primary use; 

(15) The facility shall conform to ail development régulations for the zoning district in which it is 
located; 

(16) The occupation of parking spaces by the facility and by the attendant may not reduce available 
parking spaces beiow the minimum number required for the primary use unless aU of the following 
conditions exist: 

(i) The facUity is located in a convenience zone or a potential convenience zone as designated 
by the Caiifomia Department of Conservation, 

(ii) A parking study shows that existing parking capacity is not already fuUy utilized during the 
time the recycling facility will be on the site, 

(iii) The use pennit or design review approval will be reconsidered at the end of eighteen (18) 
months. 
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If the conditions set forth in subsections (c)(16)(i) through (iii) of this section exist, a réduction m^ 

in available parking spaces in an established parking facility may then be allowed as follows: ^^ 

For a priority commercial or industriai host use: 

Niunber of Available Parkmg Spaces Maximum Réduction 

0-25 

26-35 2 

36-49 3 

50-99 4 

100+ 5 

For a primaiy institutional use. A maximum five (5) spaces réduction will be allowed when not 
in conflict with parking needs of the piimaiy use; 

(17) The facility operator shall, on a daily basis, remove any and ail recyclable materials or refuse 
which has accumulated or is deposited outside the containers, bins or enclosures intended as 
réceptacles for such materials; 

(18) Small collection facilities are encouraged to accept ail types of recyclable materials including, but 
not limited to ail types of beverage and food containers made from aiuminum, nonaluminum métal, 
glass and plastic, and in appropriate circumstances the county may requiie collection of ail types 
of recyclable materials as a condition of design review approval. Small collection facilities may 
coUect newspapers and cardboard in containers constructed of nonflammable materials. 

(d) Large Collection Facilities. Large collection facilities shall meet the foUowing conditions: 

(1) The facility will be screened from the public right-of-way and adjacent properties zoned, planned 
or used for residential purposes by operating in an enclosed building or: 

(i) Will be located within an area enclosed by an opaque fence at least six feet (6') in height 
with landscaping; 

(ii) Will meet ail the noise standards set forth in subsection (d)(7) of this section. 

(2) Setbacks and landscape requirements shall be those provided for the zoning district in which the 
facility is located. 

(3) Materials stored outside shall be bailed, palletized, densifïed or in sturdy containers maintained 
in good condition. Storage containers forflammable material shall be constructed of nonflammable 
material. Oil storage must be in containers approved by the fire district, Califomia Department 
of Forestry and the Sonoma County public health department. No storage, exciuding tnick trailers 
and overseas containers, will be visible above the height of the fencing. 

(4) The site shall be maintained free of litter and any other undesiiable materials and will be cleaned 
of loose débris on a daily basis. 
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(5) Space will be provided on site for six (6) vehicles or the anticipated peak customer load, whichever 
is higher, to circulate and to deposit recyclable materials, except where the planning director 
detennines that allowing overflow traffic above six (6) vehicles is compatible with surrounding 
businesses and public safety. 

(6) In addition to the parking spaces required in subsection (d)(5) of this section, one (1) paiidng space 
will be provided for each connnercial vehicle operated by the recycling facility. Parking require- 
ments will be as provided for in the zone, except that parking lequirements for employées may 
be reduced when it can be shown that païking spaces are not necessary such as when employées 
are transported in a company vehicle to a work facility. 

(7) Noise levels shall not exceed fïfty-five (55) dB A as measured at the property line of residentially 
zoned or occupied property, and shall not otherwise exceed seventy (70) dBA. 

(8) If the facility is located where it abuts property zoned, planned or occupied for residential use, 
it shall not be in opération between 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m, 

(9) Any containers provided for donation of recyclable materials will be adequately screened from 
any property zoned or occupied for residential use and shall be of sturdy, rustproof constmction, 
shall hâve sufficient capacity to accommodate materials coUected, and shall be secure from 
unauthorized entry or removal of materials. 

(10) Unattended donation areas will be kept free of litter and any other undesirable material and the 
containers will be clearly marked to identify the type of material that may be deposited; the facility 
shall display a notice stating that no material shall be left outside the recycling containers. 

(11) The facility will be clearly marked with the name and phone number of the facility operator and 
the hours of opération. Identification and informational signs wiU meet the standards of the zone. 
Directional signs, bearing no advertising message, may be installed with the approval of the 
planning director, if necessary to facilitate traffic circulation or if the facility is not visible from 
the public right-of-way. 

(12) Power-drive processing, including aluminum foil and can compacting, bailing, plastic shredding, 
or other light processing activities necessary for efficient temporary storage and shipment of 
material, may be approved through a use permit process where noise standards can be shown to 
be complied with. 

(13) Other conditions may be required in coimection with the use permit process. 

(e) Light and Heavy Processing Facilities. A light or heavy processing opération shall meet the following 
conditions: 

(1) The facility shall be screened from the public right-of-way and adjacent properties zoned, planned 
or occupied for residential use. 

(2) Processors will operate in a whoUy enclosed building except for incidental storage, or shall operaie 
within an area enclosed on ail sides by an opaque fence or wall not less than eight feet (8') in 
height and landscaped on ail street fromages. 
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(3) Power-drive proœssing shall be permitted, provided noise level requiiements of subsection (e)(l 1) ^j^ 
of this section are met. Light processing facilities are limited to baling, briquetting, crushing, ^1^ 
compacting, grinding, shredding and soiting of source-separated recyclable materials and repairing 

of reusable materials. 

(4) A light processing facility shall be no larger than forty-five thousand (45,000) square feet and may 
not shred, compact or baie ferrons metals other than food and beverage containers. 

(5) A processing facility may accept used motor oil for recycling from the generator in accordance 
with Section 25250.11 of the Califomia Health and Safety Code. 

(6) Setbacks and landscaping requirements shall be those provided for the zoning district in which 
the facility is located. 

(7) Materials stored outside shall be baled, palletized, densified or shall be in sturdy containers 
maintained in good condition. Storage containers for flammable material shaU be constructed of 
nonflammable naaterial. Oil storage must be in containers approved by the local fïre district, 
Department of Forestry and Department of Pubhc Health. No storage excluding track trailers and 
overseas containers will be visible above the height of the fencing. 

(8) The site shall be maintained free of htter and any other undesirable materials, will be cleaned of 
loose débris on a daily basis, and will be secured from unauthorized entry and lemoval of materials 
when attendants are not présent. 

(9) Parking space shall be provided on site for the anticipated peak load of customers to circulate, park 
and deposit recyclable materials. If the facility is open to the public, space will be provided for 
a minimum of ten (10) customers except where the planning director détermines thaï a lesser 
aroount is suirounding business and public safety. 

(10) In addition to the parking required by subsection (e)(g) of this section, one (1) parking space will 
be provided for each commercial vehicie operated by the processing center. Parking requirements 
wiU otherwise be as mandated by the zone in which the facility is located. 

(11) Noise levels shall not exceed fifty-fîve (55) dBA as measured at the property line of residentially 
zoned or occupied property, and shall not exceed seventy (70) dBA. 

(12) If the facility is located within five hundred feet (5(X)0 of property zoned or planned or occupied 
for residential use, it shall not be in opération between 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a-m. The facility will 
be administered by on-site personnel during the hours the facility is open. 

(13) Any containers provided for donation of recyclable materials will be adequately screened from 
any property zoned or occupied for residential use and shall be of sturdy, rustproof construction, 
shall hâve sufficient capacity to accommodate materials coUected, and shall be secure from 
unauthorized entry or removal of materials. 

(14) Donation areas shall be kept free of htter and any other undesirable material. The containers shall 
be clearly marked to identify the type of material that may be deposited. 
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(15) Sign requirements shall be those provided for the zoiiing district in which the facility is located. 
In addition, the facility will be clearly marked with the name and phone number of the facility 
operator and the hours of opération. 

(16) No dust, fumes, smoke, vibration or odor above ambient level shall intrude on neighboring 
properties. 

(17) Other conditions may be required as part of the use permit process. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-88-080. Large family day care. 

(a) Performance Standards. Any applicant for large family day care shall provide évidence to the planning 
director at the time of application for a zoning permit of conformance to the foUowing standards: 

(1) Application. An application for a zoning permit shall be accompanied by ail information, plans, 
fées and descriptions required by the planning department to process the application. 

(2) Fencing. Any front side or rear yard areas intended for day care use shall be surrounded by a 
bairier to separaie the cfaiidren firom neighboring properties. Examples of acceptable barriers 
include hedgerows, chainlink or wood fences, walls and the like. Fences shall be installed to protect 
the children firom possible hazaids (e.g., swimming pools, ravines, vicious animais, etc.) according 
to State Social Services licensing provisions. The application shall state the type of barrier proposed 
and the area to be fenced. 

(3) Health and Safety Codes. Proposed day care homes shall comply with applicable building and fire 
code provision, with the applicable building codes, health codes, fire code standards adopted by 
the State and administered by the county fire marshal, and with Social Services Department 
licensing requirements (Califomia Administrative Code, Title 22, Division 2). 

(4) Spacing and Concentradon. Properdes used for large family day care homes may be located doser 
than three hundred feet (3000 from one another in ail directions unless there is an appeal from 
a neighbor. In no case shall a residential property be directiy abutted by large family day care on 
two (2) or more sides. 

(5) Noise. Noise emanating firom a large family day care home or child care facility site shall not 
exceed sixty (60) décibels on the A scale measured at the property line. A noise wall or other 
Sound attenuating device may be required to insure that this level of noise is not exceeded. 

(6) Circulation. Résidences located on arterial streets (as shown on the gênerai plan circulation map) 
must provide a drop-off/pick-up aiea designed to prevent vehicles firom backing onto the arterial 
roadway. An accurate circulation plan, including parking, circulation and drop-off areas, shall be 
included with the apphcation. 

(7) Parking. AU dwellings used for large family day care facilities shall provide at least three (3) 
automobile parking spaces. Thèse may include spaces already provided to fiilfill residential parking 
requirements and on-street parking so long as it abuts the site. 
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(8) Review and EnforcemenL 

(i) One (1) Year Review. The zoning permit for large family day care shall be reviewed after 
one (1) year by the director to identify and achieve mitigatioD of any adverse conditions 
related to the day care activities conformance to thèse Zoning Ordinance régulations. The 
director may mitigate problems related to noise, traffîc, parking and code violations by 
imposing new conditions, such as limiting hours of opération, requiiing installation of solid 
fencing, subséquent or periodic review, etc. at his/her discrétion. The director shaU give 
notice of this review to owners and résidents of property within one hundred feet (lOOO of 
the large family day care to allow at least ten (10) day s for comment. 

(b) Procédure for Application for Large Family Day Care. 

(1) An application for a zoniog pennit shall be accompanied by ail information, pians, fées and 
descriptions required by the planning department. Large family day care is exempt from CEQA. 

(2) After the application is submitted, it will be referred to ail interested agencies. 

(3) At least ten (10) days prior to the date upon which the zoning pennit would be issued, the planning 
department shall mail notice of the application to aU property owners within one hundred feet 
(100') of the subject property and shall post a notice on the property for at least ten (10) days 
indicating the applicant's intent to locate a large family day care on the property. The written 
notice which is mailed and posted shall state that the county intends to issue a zoning permit on 
the property imless a written protest is received by the planning department within the ten (10) 
day period. 

(4) If no written protest and fee is received within the ten (10) day period, the planning department 
may issue a zoning permit for the day care, subject to the adopted standards. 

(5) If a written protest is filed within ten (10) days of posting or publication, it must be accompanied 
by a fee in an amount set by resolution of the board of supervisors. The only grounds for a written 
protest shall be that the proposed family day care does not meet the criteria set forth in this section. 

(6) If a written protest on proper grounds and fee is received within the ten (10) day period, the 
planning department will schedule a hearing on the proposed large family day care bef ore the board 
of zoning adjustments. The board of zoning adjustments will détermine whether the proposed day 
care meets the criteria set forth in this section. 

(7) Décisions of the board of zoning adjustments are appealable to the board of supervisors within 
twelve (12) days from the date of the board of zoning adjustment's action. Appeals shall be 
accompanied by a fee to be set by resolution of the board of supervisors. The board of supervisors 
shall hear the matter de novo. 

(8) If the day care apphcation is appealed to the board of zomng adjustments or the board of 
supervisors, the appropriate board may approve, or deny or conditionally approve the permit based 
on the criteria set forth in this section. 

(9) Operators of existing large family day care homes shall hâve twelve (12) months after adoption 
of the ordinance codified in this chapter in which to appiy for a zoning permit, thereby establishing 
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the use as a légal day care facility. A fee shall be required for the zoning permit, but posting and 
standards shall be waived. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-88-090. Manufactured homes placed on permanent foundations. 

(a) Purpose. To increase the supply of housing and variety of housing types available to the public by estab- 
lishing a method for placement of manufactured homes on permanent foundations on individual lots, while 
architectural ly integrating the mobile home into the surrounding neighborhood. 

(b) Application. One (1) manufactured home per lot is pemiitted pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, 
wherever the single-family dwelling is permitted, provided that no other residential structures exist on the 
property. Additional manufactured homes, or manufactured homes which constitute additional residential 
units, may be permitted pursuant to this section where additional single-family dwellings are permitted, 
subject to obtaining a use permit or use permit waiver. 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to the J (manufactured home exclusion) or HD (historié com- 
bining) districts, nor shall thèse provisions apply to manufactured homes used to house full-time agricul- 
tural employées where not placed on a permanent foundation. Manufactured homes in the SD combining 
district will require design review. 

(c) General Requirements. 

( 1 ) Effect of Locating a Manufactured Home on a Permanent Foundation System. A manufactured home 
which has been placed on a single lot and on a permanent foundation System pursuant to this section 
shall be deemed to be a single-family dwelling, and subject to local property taxation pursuant to 
Section J 8551 of the Health and Safety Code and Section 109.7 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

(2) Construction Standards. A manufactured home shall not be located on a permanent foundation Sys- 
tem on a single lot unless: 

(i) (A) It has been certified under the National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety 
Standards Act of 1 974 and less than ten (10) years hâve elapsed between the date of manufac- 
ture of the manufactured home and the date of application for the issuance of a permit to install 
the manufactured home; or 

(B) It is factory-built housing as defined in California Health and Safety Code Section 1 997 1 ; 
and 

(ii) It has not been altered in violation of applicable codes. (Ord. No. 2985, § 2.) 

(d) Criteria. In the LIA, LEA, DA, RRD, RRDWA, TP, RR, AR, RI, R2, R3 and PC districts, manufectured 
homes placed on permanent foundations shall: 

(1) Be occupied only as a residential use type in compliance with ail applicable régulations; 
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(2) Be subject to ail provisions of this chapter applicable to residential structures; 

(3) Hâve a minimum width of twelve feet (12'), not including "expander"; 

(4) Be covered with an exterior material (including wood, stucco, masonite and horizontal "lap" siding) 
customarily used on conventional dwellings and approved by the planning director. The exterior cov- 
ering materials shall extend to the ground, except that when a solid concrète or masonry perimeter 
foundation is used, the exterior covering materials need not extend more than six inches (6") above 
fmished grade; 

(5) Hâve a roof with a pitch of not less than three inches (3") vertical rise for each twelve inches (12") of 
horizontal run and consisting of shingles or other material customarily used for conventional dwell- 
ings and approved by the planning director; 

(6) Hâve eaves of a conventional design. (Ord. No. 2985, § 2.) 
(e) Installation of Manufactured Home. 

(1) Surrender of Registration. Subséquent to applying for the required building permits and priorto oc- 
cupancy, the owner shall request a certification from the building department that a certificate of oc- 
cupancy be issued pursuant to Section 1 855 1 (b)(2) of the Califomia Health and Safety Code. There- 
after, any vehicle license plate, certificate of registration issued by a state agency is to be surrendered 
to the appropriate state agencies. Any manufactured mobile home which is permanently attached 
with underpinning or foundation to the ground must bear a California insignia or fédéral label pursu- 
ant to Section 18550(b) of the Health and Safety Code. 

(2) Compliance. The directors of building and planning shall détermine that the project is in compliance 
with ail requirements and conditions of the building permit prior to issuing final approval for occu- 
pancy. 

(3) Building Permit. Prior to installation of a manufactured home on a permanent foundation System the 
manufactured home owner or a licensed contractor shall obtain a building permit from the building 
department. To obtain such a permit, the owner or contractor shall comply with ail requirements of 
Section 1 855 l(a) of the Health and Safety Code. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-88-100. Mobile home park standards. 

(a) Design and Development Standards. AU mobile home parks where approved by a use permit in the RI , R2, 
R3 or PC district shall be developed in conformance with the minimum design and improvement standards 
in this section. 

(b) Design Review. Ail mobile home parks shall be subject to design review in accordance with Article 82. 

(c) Submittal of Plans. Development plans shall be submitted to the director at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to ap- 
plication for those permits required by Section 1 8500 of the Health and Safety Code or its successors, and 
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any other pertinent permit requirements ot the county and the Department of Housing and Community De- 
velopment of the State. 

Detailed drainage plans shall be submitted to and approved by the county water agency. (Ord. No. 1 928.) 

(d) Expansion and Staged Development. Development may be in stages so long as each stage nieets the mini- 
mum standards of this section. 

(e) Density. The maximum permitted residential density for a mobile home park shall be one hundred thirty- 
five percent (135%) of the density established on the zoning map. 

(f) Park Area. No mobile home park shall be less than three (3) acres in area within the RI Low Density Resi- 
dential Zone District, or less than two (2) acres in area within the R2 Médium Density Residential and R3 
High Density Residential Zones. 

(g) Setbacks. AH structures and mobile homes shall maintain setbacks from the exterior property lines of the 
mobile home park in accordance with the régulations of the applicable zoning district; provided, however, 
that a setback of at least twenty feet (20') shall be maintained from ail exterior public roadways, so as to al- 
low for fencing and landscaping in accordance with subsection (p) of this section. 

(h) Parking. Mobile home parks shall provide parking pursuant to Article 86, Parking. At least one (1 ) guest 
parking space shall be provided within a designated guest parking bay for every three (3) mobile homes. 
Guest parking shall be dispersed in parking bays throughout the development, and shall be in addition to 
the parking requirement which may be made for a community or recreational building commonly open to 
visitors. Where the interior streets of a mobile home park do not allow for parking on both sides, scattered 
parking bays of a minimum nine feet (9') depth and containing from three (3) to five (5) visitor parking 
spaces are required to meet fire safe accessibility standards. 

(i) Recreational Space. Each mobile home park shall provide recreational space in accordance with applicable 
zoning district régulations for residential developments of similar size. Such récréation space may be pro- 
vided as outdoor or indoor space, and may include such facilities as community swimming pools and other 
active recreational facilities, common landscaped and accessible walkways, developed recreational trails, 
parcourses, play areas and picnic areas, and indoor community gathering facilities. In no case shall crédit 
toward the required minimum recreational area be granted for roadways, fire lanes, or parking areas. Réc- 
réation space design and location shall be approved by the director. 

(j) Utilities. AU utility distribution facilities, including but not limited to electric, communication and cable 
télévision lines, installed in and for the purpose of supplying service to any mobile home park shall be 
placed underground, except as follows: equipment appurtenant to underground facilities, such as surface- 
mounted transformers, pedestal-mounted terminal boxes and meter cabinets and concealed ducts. The de- 
veloper is responsible for complying with the requirements of this subsection and shall make the necessary 
arrangements with the utility companies involved for the installation of such facilities. 

(k) Storage Facilities and Garbage Collection. A minimum three-foot (3') by five-foot (5') by five-foot (5') 
cabinet for storage shall be provided within the rear yard, or within the rear half of a side yard, on each 
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site. Adéquate trash enclosures and facilities for park résidents whicii allow for the source séparation and 
collection of household recycling and garbage collection shall be provided to the satisfaction of the direc- 
tor. 

(I) Accessory Uses. Accessory uses are those uses that are incidental to the original use, exist for the sole pur- 
pose of service to résidents, are customarily found in multiple-family development, and do not alter the 
character of the original use. Any structure used for an accessory use shall nieet ail requirements for a main 
structure. Allowable accessory uses include vending machines, a common car wash, storage areafortravel 
trailers and boats, a management facility, recreational facility, and other uses which in the opinion of the 
director are of a similar nature. 

(m) Occupancy of Recreational Vehicles (Travel Trailers). In the R2 or R3 zoning districts, and where allowed 
by the HCD license and the use permit, short-term overnight use of recreational vehicles may be permitted 
where adéquate sewer and water hook-ups, parking capacity, and compliance with ail applicable health and 
safety and building codes can be shown. In each case, such proposed use shall be included in the applica- 
tion for use permit so that compatibility may be reviewed. Ail such recreational vehicle spaces shall be 
designated on the development plan and shall be separated from permanent mobile home spaces. Overnight 
use of recreational vehicles or travel trailers in mobile home parks located within the RI or PC zoning dis- 
tricts is prohibited. 

(n) Storage of RVs, Boats, Recreational Vehicles and Travel Trailers. In the R2 or R3 zoning districts, the 
storage of RVs, boats and travel trailers owned by permanent park résidents may be permitted with a use 
permit. Any areas proposed for the storage of recreational vehicles (RVs, boats, and/or travel trailers) 
owned by permanent park résidents shall be shown on the development plan. The storage area shall be 
fully screened, shall hâve no public access, shall allow only limited access by park résidents, and shall be 
fenced and otherwise secured at ail times. 

(o) Walls, Fences, etc. A six-foot (6') wall, fence or landscape screen may be required along ail perimeter 
boundaries of the mobile home park. The décision making body shall make a détermination on the re- 
quirement for this fence on the basis of aesthetics and compatibility with surrounding proposed and exist- 
ing development. Where a screening wall is required along a public street, it shall be placed fifteen feet 
(15') from the public right of way, in order to allow buffer landscaping to be placed outside of the fence 
and adjacent to the public street. Such wall or fence, if required, shall not be less than forty-two inches 
(42") in height nor greater than six feet (6') in height. 

(p) Landscaping. Ail open or common areas, excluding mobile home sites, shall be landscaped and main- 
tained. At least forty percent (40%) of ail the open or common areas shall be landscaped with live materi- 
als. Landscaping shall include planting of trees of a five (5) gallon size along ail perimeter boundaries of 
the mobile home park, at a minimum planting rate of one (1) tree per mobile home site. Additional trees 
and more mature trees may be required where they are being utilized for screening, or in lieu of fencing 
development. Plans shall indicate the means of irrigation for ail landscaped areas, including perimeter ar- 
eas where trees or other screening landscape are provided. 
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(q) Signs. One non-illiiminated or indirectly illuminated detached appurtenant sign not exceeding ten feet ( 1 0') 
in overall height or thirty-two (32) square feet in area sinali be permitted for each mobile home park, and 
shall be integrated into the iandscape with the location and élévation approved by the director. 

(r) Access. Ail entry streets shall be paved to a minimum of twenty-fîve feet (25'), and no parking shall be 
allowed within fifty feet (50') of the intersection. Ali interior park streets shall be paved to a width of not 
less than twenty-two feet (22') from shoulder to shoulder where no on-street parking is allowed. Interior 
streets shall be thirty-three feet (33') in width if car parking is permitted on one ( 1 ) side, and forty-one feet 
(41 ') in width if car parking is permitted on both sides. 

(1) No park entry road shall be located doser than one hundred feet (100') to any public intersection 
uniess authorized by the director of transportation and public works. 

(2) A "looped" System of narrower interior roadways is encouraged in lieu of cul-de-sac streets. Where 
they are allowed, cul-de-sac streets shall hâve a minimum outside turning radius of thirty-eight feet 
(38'). 

(3) Ail interior corners shall hâve a minimum fifteen-foot (1 5') radii uniess a reduced dimension is au- 
thorized by the director or the décision maker. 

(4) Curbs and gutters shall be installed on both sides of entry and access roads. The planning commission 
may approve alternate treatment for vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle circulation where appropriate 
in cases of extrême topography or low-density developments. 

(5) Ail streets shall be adequately lighted. The placement, style and height of ail street lighting shall be 
subject to design review and shall generally not exceed a height of twelve feet (12') along interior 
streets or sixteen feet (16') along the park entry road so as to avoid lighting glare and spill-over into 
adjoining properties. Any taller light standards used, including any "cobra-head" fixtures as may be 
required along abutting streets, shall incorporate full cut-off shields to eliminate lighting glare and 
spill-over into the night sky and onto adjoining properties. 

(6) Each site shall front on an access street. Altematively, where mobile home sites are provided in clus- 
ters, no more than four (4) such clustered sites shall share a common frontage on an access street with 
a minimum ingress/egress width of twenty-four feet (24'). 

(7) Stop signs shall be provided at ail intersections with ail public streets. 

(s) Circulation. Proximity to public transit and alternative transportation modality shall be encouraged and 
accommodated. Ail mobile home park developments shall complément adjoining, existing or contemplated 
vehicle, transit and pedestrian/bicycle circulation patterns. Ail mobile home park developments shall dedi- 
cate such land adjoining public roads as may be required by the county for road widening purposes and 
improvements of the same to county standards may be required, as stipulated by the director of transporta- 
tion and public works, to offset the burden placed on the public by the génération of new traffic. 
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(t) Compliance with State Régulations and Other Régulations of the County. AU pertinent state and county 
régulations concerning the development and opération of mobile home parks shall be observed. Nothing 
contained in this section shall be construed to abrogate, void or minimize such other pertinent régulations. 
(Ord. No. 5569 § 10,2005) 

Sec. 26-88-110. Low water use landscaping. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this landscape ordinance is to effect efficient water use through proper landscape 
design and management. County decision-making bodies or the planning director niay grant exceptions 
from this code section where appropriate and justified in light of unique project circumstances or condi- 
tions. Any such exception shall be conditioned upon the applicant providing alternative means of water 
conservation. For the purpose of this chapter, "landscaped areas" shall be defmed as ornamental planted 
areas, patios, decks, walkways and natural areas (excluding creek setback zones) within that portion of the 
lot to be developed. Pools, ponds and fountains will be considered on an individual basis. 

(b) Applicability. 

(!) The landscape ordinance is applicable to ail new and rehabilitated landscaping in projects that are 
subject to county discretionary review, including common areas. When two (2) or more model homes 
are proposed in a residential complex, at least one (1) shall comply with this chapter. The low water 
use model home shall be identified with signage as water conserving. 

(2) The following projects are exempt from the landscape ordinance: 

(i) Landscaping on existing and proposed single-family lots. It is recommended but not required 
that front yard landscaping installed by developers on existing and proposed single-family lots 
comply with this chapter; 

(ii) Areas devoted to agricultural cultivation; 

(iii) Projects utilizing individual wells drawing groundwater for landscaping in water availability 
zones No. 1 and No. 2, as specified in the county gênerai plan or by the county health depart- 
ment; 

(iv) Areas utilizing reclaimed wastewater for irrigation; 

(v) Public parks, golf courses, cemeteries, school recreational areas and private active use recrea- 
tional areas where the applicant can demonstrate no other feasible alternative exists to turf 
groundcover. 

(c) Plant Sélection. Plants selected in landscaped nonturf areas shall be well suited to the climate of the région 
and require minimal water once established. Plants that are of a higher water use variety shall be grouped 
together and be irrigated separately from water conserving plants. 
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(d) Turf Sélection and Limitations. Turf shall be limited to twenty-fî ve percent (25%) (or thirty percent (30%) 
for drought tolérant turf varieties) of the projects landscaped areas. Infîll lots, corner lots and other lots 
with more than one (1) street frontage may be permitted to hâve turf up to thirty-fîve percent (35%) (or 
forty percent (40%) for drought tolérant turf varieties) of the projects landscaped areas, where necessary to 
provide consistent streetscapes. 

No turf shall be allowed: 

( 1 ) Li areas eight feet (8') wide or less; 

(2) On slopes exceeding ten percent (10%), or twenty-fîve percent (25%) where other project water- 
saving techniques can compensate for the increased runoff. A level buffer zone of eighteen inches 
(18") shall be provided between benned turf areas and any hardscape (i.e., streets, walkways, etc.). 

(e) Soil Conditioning and Mulching. 

( 1 ) A minimum one-foot ( 1 ') depth of uncompacted soil shall be available for water absorption and root 
grovv1;h in planted areas. 

(2) Soil tests for horticultural suitability shall be required at time of landscape installation. Soil shall be 
prepared and/or amended as appropriate. 

(3) A minimum of two inches (2") of mulch shall be added in nonturf areas to the soil surface after plant- 
ing. Plant types that are intolérant to mulch shall be excluded from this requirement. Nonporous ma- 
terial shall not be placed under the mulch, 

(f) Irrigation. 

(1) Ail landscaped areas shall be irrigated with an automatic System, Water-efficient Systems (drip, 
minispray, bubbler-type, etc) shall be used whenever feasible, Low gallonage type sprinkler heads 
with matched précipitation rates shall be used when spray or rotor-type heads are specified for water- 
ing shrubs and ground cover areas. LawTis shall be sized and shaped so they can be efficiently irri- 
gated. Spray or run-off onto paved areas shall be avoided. 

(2) Dual or multiprogram controllers with separated valves and circuits shall be used when the project 
contains more than one (1) type of landscape treatment (lawn, ground cover, shrub, tree areas, etc.), 
or a variety of solar aspects, Soil moisture-sensing devices and rain sensors shall be used on larger 
projects (fîfty thousand (50,000) plus square feet of landscaped area) to minimize or eliminate over- 
watering. 

(3) Watering shall be scheduled at times of minimal wind conflict and evaporation loss. 

(4) Sprinkler heads must hâve matched précipitation rates within each valve zone, 

(5) Check valves are required where élévation differential may cause low head drainage, 
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(6) Within sixty (60) days of proj ect completion, it is recommended a water audit be conducted by a cer- 
tifîed consultant to insure efficient water usage. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-88-120. Repealed by Ord. No. 5570 § 2. 

Sec. 26-88-121. Home Occupations. 

(a) Purpose. This section provides standards for home occupations. Thèse standards are intended to ensure 
that home occupations are incidental and secondary to residential use of the site, and are compatible with 
surrounding residential uses. 

(b) Limitations on Use. The following business activities are prohibited as home occupations: 



(1) Adult entertainment activities/businesses; 

(2) Animal hospitals and clinics; pet care services such as grooming, doggie day cares or kennels of any 
size; 

(3) Automotive and other vehicle sales, repair, services, painting, storage, or upholstery, or the repair of 
engines, including automobiles, boats, motorcycles, trucks, or recreational vehicles; 

(4) Boatmaking; 

(5) Commercial cabinet or fumiture making, fumiture refinishing/antique restoration and sales; 

(6) Dismantling, junk, scrap, or storage yards; 

(7) Food processing, canning, baking, etc., including catering, or motorized mobile food vendors such as 
coffee carts or taco trucks; 

(8) Gun and weapon sales or repairs, gunsmithing; 

(9) Hair salons, day spas, and other uses which generate higher water and sewer demands, and higher 
customer visits; 



• 



(10) Uses which involve médical procédures; 

(11) Uses that require the handling of any hazardous (including biologically hazardous) or toxic materials, 
substances or wastes (as defined by Califomia or fédéral law), except for small, nonreportable or un- 
regulated quantities that are used in woodworking, painting, or photography, or in the making of jew- 
elry, ceramics, pottery, and sculpture; 

(12) Uses that require explosives or highly combustible materials; 
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(13) Uses that may trigger building modifications to meet Califomia Building Code requirements related 
to Americans with Disability Act (ADA) or such that a change of occupancy classification is re- 
quired; 

(14) Welding, machine shop opérations, or métal fabricating; 

(15) Other uses that the director detennines to be similar in impact to those listed above. 

(c) Allowable Home Occupations. Allowable home occupations include, but are not limited to: 

( 1 ) Art and craft work such as ceramics, painting, photography, sculpture, woodwork, and similar cottage 
industries that do not involve reportable or regulated quantities of hazardous or flammable sub- 
stances, where such opérations will not generate noise, dust, or odors. 

(2) Office-only uses by architects, attomeys, consultants, writers and owners of electronic commerce 
businesses, and similar uses. 

(3) One-on-one services such as music, art, and dance lessons, tutors, licensed counseling and massage 
therapy. 

(4) Tailoring and sewing. 

(5) Other home occupation uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and com- 
patible nature to those uses described above. 

(d) Design and Development Standards. Each home occupation shall comply with ail of the following: 

(1) Location/Size. The home occupation shall be conducted entirely within one (1) of the following: 

(i) A portion of the dwelling which does not exceed more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the to- 
tal floor area of the dwelling; 

(ii) A garage or portion thereof, (up to a maximum of five hundred (500) square feet) which does 
not displace any required parking; 

(iii) A detached accessory structure or portion thereof (up to a maximum of five hundred (500) 
square feet). 

(2) Technical codes. A home occupation shall comply with ail of the codes adopted by référence at So- 
noma County Code Section 7-13 (including the Uniform Building Code, Uniform Plumbing Code, 
National Electrical Code, Uniform Pire Code, and Uniform Mechanical Code) and shall require 
building, septic division and other clearances as determined necessary by the director. 

(3) Utilities. The home occupation shall not require any utility services modification, other than a modi- 
fication required for normal residential use, that would be classed as commercial or industrial in load 
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or design, and in no event shall electrical current to the home résidence or home occupation exceed 
two hundred twenty (220) volts. 

(4) Exterior appearance. The home occupation shall not require any change of the residential character or 
the outside appearance of the dwelling, either by the use of colors, materials, lighting, noise, or signs 
other than signage pemiitted by this section. 

(5) Parking Requirements. Home occupations shall comply with the parking standards set forth in Sec- 
tion 26-88-0 10(g). The décision maker may modify this requirement to decrease or increase the re- 
quired parking as appropriate to allow for the reuse of existing structures with limited parking, so 
long as adéquate on-site parking for clients is demonstrated. 

(6) Signs. A home occupation shall be limited to one ( 1 ) attached, non-illuminated, two (2) square-foot 
sign. 

(e) Operating Requirements. 

(1) Employées. No person shall be employed in the home occupation other than résidents of the dwell- 
ing. 

(2) Hours of Opération. Customer visits and deliveries shall be limited to the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday, and shall not occur on state and fédéral holidays. 

(3) Number of Home Occupation Acti vities. No more than one ( 1 ) home occupation is allowed per légal 
dwelling unit on the property. 

(4) Visits and Deliveries. Not more than four (4) customers or clients shall be allowed to visit the dwell- 
ing for any service or product during any one (1) day, nor more than two (2) customers or clients at 
any one (1 ) time. Not more than a total of ten (10) deliveries and/or pickups of materials, goods, sup- 
plies or products are allowed in any one (1) week. 

(5) Commercial Vehicles. No more than one ( 1 ) single one ( 1 ) -ton or smaller commercial vehicle related 
to the business use shall be kept at the dwelling site. 

(6) Outdoor Storage/Activity. No outdoor storage of materials or equipment related to the home occupa- 
tion shall be permitted. No outdoor activity related to the home occupation shall be permitted. 

(7) Offsite Effects. No home occupation activity shall resuit in offsite dust, electrical interférence, fumes, 
gas, glare, light, noise, odor, smoke, toxic/hazardous materials, vibration, or other hazards or nui- 
sances as determined by the director. 

(8) Noise. Noise levels generated by a home occupation shall meet the requirements of the noise élément 
of the gênerai plan. 
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(9) Safety. Activities conducted and equipment or material used shall not change the fîre safety or occu- 
pancy classifications of the premises. 

(f) Signed Affidavit. The property owner and appHcant, if other than the property owner, shall sign affidavits 
agreeing to abide by and confomi to the design and development standards, operating requirements and ail 
provisions of the Sonoma County Code pertaining to the conduct of home occupations. The affidavit(s) 
shall acknowledge that the approval of the home occupation pennit shall in no way permit any activity 
contrary to the Sonoma County Code, or any activity which would constitute a nuisance under state or lo- 
cal law. The affîdavit(s) shall further acknowledge that it is the property owner' s and applicant's responsi- 
bility to ensure that the home occupation is not contrary to a covenant, code or restriction goveming the 
property. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 5 (Exh. D), 2007; Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005.) 

Sec. 26-88-122. LiveAVork Uses. 

(a) Purpose. This section provides standards for live/work uses. Thèse standards are intended to ensure that 
live/work uses are incidental and secondary to an otherwise allowed residential use of the site, and compatible 
with, surrounding residential uses. The standards of this section shall not apply to mixed use developraents, 
which are instead subject to 26-88-123 (Mixed Use). 

(b) Limitations on Uses. The following business activities are prohibited as live/work uses: 

(1) Adult entertainment activities/businesses; 

(2) Animal hospitals and clinics; 

(3) Automotive and other vehicle repair, services, painting, storage, or upholstery, or the repair of en- 
gines, including automobiles, boats, motorcycles, trucks, or recreational vehicles; 

(4) Boatmaking; 

(5) Commercial cabinet or fumiture making; 

(7) Mobile food vendors such as coffee carts, or tack trucks; 

(8) Gun and weapons sales; 

(9) Uses which involve médical procédures; 

( 1 0) Uses that require the handling of any hazardous (including biologically hazardous) or toxic, materi- 
als, substances or wastes (as defined by Califomia or fédéral law), except for small, nonreportable or 
unregulated quantities that are used in woodworking, painting, or photography, or in the making of 
jewelry, ceramics, pottery, and sculpture; 

(11) Uses that require explosives or highly combustible materials; 
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(12) Welding, machine shop opérations, or métal fabricating (except for artisan métal sculpture); and 

(13) Other uses that the director detennines to be similar in character to those listed above. 

(c) Allowable Live/Work Uses. Allowable live/work uses include, but are not limited to: 

( 1 ) Art and craft work such as ceramics, painting, photography, sculpture, woodwork, and similar cottage 
industries that may in volve minor use of hazardous or flammable substances as allowed by the de- 
partment of emergency services; or opérations which generate noise, dust, or odors provided that they 
are determined to be compatible with the surrounding land uses; 

(2) Office uses by architects, attomeys, consultants, writers and owners of electronic commerce busi- 
nesses, and similar uses; 

(3) One-on-one and group services such as music, art, and dance lessons, tutors, licensed counseling and 
massage therapy, etc.; 

(4) Tailoring and sewing; 

(5) Limited, brief, pet care services such as grooming (but not doggie daycares or kennels) located out- 
side of urban service areas; 

(6) Fumiture refinishing/antique restoration; 

(7) Hair salons, day spas and other uses which generate higher water and sevrer demands, and higher cus- 
tomer visits; 

(8) Uses that may trigger building modifications to meet Califomia Building Code requirements related 
to Americans with Disability Act (AD A) such that a change of occupancy classification is required; 

(9) Other live/work uses which in the opinion of the director are of a similar and compatible nature to 
those uses described above. 

(d) Design and Development Standards. Each live/work use shall comply with ail of the following: 

(1) Location/Size. The live/work use shall be conducted within one (1) of the following: 

(i) A portion of the dwelling which does not exceed more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the to- 
tal floor area of the dwelling; 

(ii) A garage or portion thereof which does not displace any required parking; 

(iii) A detached accessory structure or portion thereof. 
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(2) Technical Codes. A live/work use shall comply with ail of the codes adopted by référence at Sonoma 
County Code Section 7-13 (includingthe Unifomi Building Code, Uniform Plumbing Code, National 
Electrical Code, Uniform Fire Code and Unifomi Mechanical Code) and shall require building, septic 
and other clearances detemiined necessary by the director. 

(3) Utilities. The live/work use shall not require any utility services modification, other than a modifica- 
tion required for noraial residential use, that would be classed as commercial or industrial in load or 
design, and in no event shall electrical current to the home résidence or live/work use exceed two 
hundred twenty (220) volts. 

(4) Exterior Appearance. The live/work use shall not require any change of the residential character or 
the outside appearance of the dwelling, either by the use of colors, materials, lighting, noise, or signs 
other than signage permitted by this section. 

(5) Parking Requirements. Live/work uses shall comply with the parking standards set forth in Section 
26-88-0 1 0(g). The décision maker may modify this requirement to decrease or increase the required 
parking as appropriate to allow for the reuse of existing structures with limited parking or to accom- 
modate authorized employées and/or customer or client visits. Adéquate on-site parking for custom- 
ers or clients must be demonstrated. 

(6) Signs. A live/work use shall be limited to one ( 1 ) attached, nonilluminated, two (2) square-foot sign. 

(e) Operating Requirements. 

( 1 ) Employées. Up to two (2) persons other than résidents of the dwelling may be employed, unless oth- 
erwise provided by use permit 

(2) Hours of Opération. Customer visits and deliveries shall be limited to the hours or 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday, unless otherwise provided by use permit, and shall not occur on state 
and fédéral holidays. 

(3) Number of Live/Work Activities. No more than one (1) live/work use is allowed per légal dwelling 
unit on the property. 

(4) Visits and Deliveries. Not more than eight (8) customers or clients shall be allowed to visit the dwell- 
ing for any service or product during any one (1) day, nor more than four (4) customers or clients at 
any one ( 1 ) time. Not more than a total of ten (10) deliveries and/or pickups of materials, goods, sup- 
plies or products are allowed in any one (1) week unless otherwise authorized by use pennit. 

(5 ) Commercial Vehicles. No more than one ( 1 ) single one ( 1 ) -ton or smaller commercial vehicle related 
to the business activity shall be kept at the dwelling site. 

(6) Outdoor Storage/Activity. No outdoor storage of materials or equipment related to the business activ- 
ity shall be permitted. No outdoor activity related to the business activity shall be permitted. 
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(7) Offsite Effects. No live/work use activity shall resuit in offsite dust, electrical interférence, fumes, 
gas, glare, light, noise, odor, smoke, toxic/hazardous materials, vibration, or other hazardous or nui- 
sances as determined by the director. 

(8) Noise. Noise generated by live/work uses shall be consistent with the noise élément of the gênerai 
plan. 

(9) Safety. Activities conducted and equipment or material used shall not change the fire safety or occu- 
pancy classifications of the premises. 

(f) Signed Affidavit. The property owner and applicant, if other than the propérty owner, shall sign affidavits 
agreeing to abide by and conform to the conditions of the use permit and ail provisions of the Sonoma 
County Code pertaining to the conduct of live/work uses, including, but not limited to, the provisions of 
this section. The affidavit(s) shall acknowledge that the approval of the live/work use permit shall in no 
way permit any activity contrary to the Sonoma County Code, or any activity which would constitute a 
nuisance under state or local law. The affîdavit(s) shall further acknowledge that it isthe property owners' 
and applicant' s responsibility to ensure that the live/work use is not contrary to a covenant, code or restric- 
tion goveming the property. 

(g) Exercise and Duration of Live/Work Permit. Use permits for live/work uses shall be exercised only by the 
applicant and/or property owner, and shall expire upon change of tenancy or sale or transfer of the prop- 
erty. AU use permits issued for a live/work use shall include the following provision: "This use permit 
shall expire upon changé of tenancy or sale or transfer of the property." (Ord. No. 5569 § 7, 2005.) 

Sec. 26-88-123. Mixed use developments. 

(a) Purpose. This section provides standards for mixed use developments and implements the gênerai plan 
provisions related to mixed use. 

(b) Limitations on Use. 

( 1 ) A mixed use development may combine compatible residential units with commercial or other non- 
residential land uses allowed in the applicable zoning district, provided that not more than fifty per- 
cent (50%) of the total gross project floor space is in residential floor area, including residential ga- 
rages, hallways, entries and similar areas. 

(i) ]n cases where at least twenty percent (20%) of the residential floor area is provided as housing 
affordable to lower-income households pursuant to Article 89 (Affordable Housing Program 
Requirements and Licentives), the gross residential floor area may be increased up to seventy 
percent (70%) of the total project floor area pursuant to Section 26-89-050(D) (Mixed Use Pro- 
ject Density Bonuses and Incentives). 

(2) Mixed use developments shall comply with the building intensity limitations of the applicable zoning 
district. 
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(3) A mixed use shail not be established or used in conjunction with any of the foliowing activities: 

(i) Adult entertainment activities/businesses; 

(ii) Automotive and other vehicle repair, services, painting, storage, or upholstery, or the repair of 
engines, including automobiles, boats, motorcycles, trucks, or recreational vehicies; 

(iii) Welding, machining, or open flame work; 

(iv) Storage or shipping of flammable liquids or hazardous materials beyond that normally associ- 
ated with a residential use; or 

(v) Any other activity or use determined by the director to be incompatible with residential activi- 
ties and/or to hâve the possibility of adversely affecting the heaith or safety of résidents within, 
or adjacent to, a mixed use project because of the potential for the use to create excessive dust, 
glare, beat, noise, noxious gasses, odor, smoke, traffic, vibration, or other impacts, or to be un- 
reasonably hazardous because of materials, processes, products or wastes. 

(c) Location of Residential Units. Residential units may be located on any floor, provided that the first fifty 
feet (50') of the ground floor area measured perpendicular to each building face adjacent to any primary 
Street frontage shall be reserved for commercial uses. The restriction against the residential use of this fifty 
foot (50') area does not apply to entryways, access corridors or stairs. This restriction may be waived or re- 
duced where the applicant can demonstrate that ail of the foliowing criteria are met: 

(1) The provision of residential uses on the ground floor is necessary in order to provide compatibility 
with adjacent uses; 

(2) The site has an unusual lot configuration, access, or other unique circumstance such that the provi- 
sion of ground floor residential results in a superior intégration of residential and commercial uses on 
the site; and 

(3) The ground floor residential component provides a superior intégration of the commercial uses into 
the surrounding commercial area. 

(d) Design and Development Standards. 

( 1 ) Residential Open Space. A minimum of eighty (80) square feet of private usable open space shall be 
provided for each residential unit within the project. The open space requirement may be metthrough 
provision of patios, decks, or enclosed yard areas, but no private space with a dimension of less than 
eight feet (8') shall be counted toward this requirement. 

(2) Parking. Projects shal I comply with the parking standards set forth in Section 26-86-0 1 (Parking) for 
each residential and nonresidential use included in the project, except that the residential parking 
need not be covered. 
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(3) Loading and Refuse/Recycling Areas. Commercial loading areas, recycling areas, and refuse storage 
facilities for the commercial and other nonresidentiai uses shall be located away from residential 
units and shall be substantially screened from view from the residential portion of the project. Where 
appropriate, the project may provide for the shared use of recycling and refuse storage facilities. 

(4) Noise. Noise generated by mixed use projects shall be consistent with the gênerai plan noise élément. 
No new projects, additions to existing projects, or new nonresidentiai uses within existing projects 
shall be approved until an acoustical analysis report, prepared by an acoustical engineer, is provided 
describing the acoustical design features of the project required to mitigate noise impacts. 

(e) Maintenance of Common Facilities. Where there is more than one (1) property owner with shared interest 
in maintaining common facilities related to lighting, fencing, signs, landscaping, shared parking, etc., a 
joint owner' s association shall be formed, a landscape assessment district shall be established, or a mainte- 
nance agreement recorded. If a joint owner's association or a landscape assessment district is established, 
the association or district shall be obligated and responsible for maintaining common facilities in accor- 
dance with the standards and requirements of this chapter and the conditions of any applicable use permit. 
If a maintenance agreement is recorded, the agreement shall clearly identify those individuals or entities 
obligated and responsible for maintaining the common facilities in accordance with the standards and re- 
quirements of this chapter and the conditions of any applicable use permit. Each agreement, resolution or 
other document establishing ajoint owner's association, a landscape assessment district or a maintenance 
agreement shall include the county as a third party beneficiary with the right, but not the obligation, to en- 
force said agreement, resolution or other document. The agreement, resolution or other document shall be 
subject to review and approval by the county. 

(f) Design Review Approval Required. Ail new mixed use projects, additions to existing projects, or new non- 
residentiai uses in existing projects, shall be subject to design review approval in accordance with the stan- 
dards of Article 82 (Design Review). The design of mixed use projects shall demonstrate compatibility be- 
tween the différent uses and shall take into considération compatibility with adjacent properties and land 
uses, and shall include spécifie design features and screening to properly mitigate any potential impacts, 
including light impacts, or other compatibility issues. Design review of site plan and layout shall include 
considération of proximity and access to transit facilities. Project design shall ensure that privacy between 
residential units and other uses on the site is maximized. 

(g) Findings for Approval. A use permit may be approved for a mixed use development only if the décision 
maker makes ail of the findings below, in addition to the findings required for use permit approval by Sec- 
tion 26-92-080 (Use permit — Findings): 

( I ) The site is located within an existing urban service area; 

(2) Public services and infrastructure are adéquate to serve the intended uses; 

(3) The development complies with the standards and development criteria set forth in this section. Arti- 
cle 82 (Design Review), and the underlying zoning district; 
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(4) Residential and commercial uses are integrated in such as manner as to address noise, hazardous ma- 
terials, and other land use compatibility issues on site as well as off-site; 

(5) The mixed use development, as conditioned, is compatible with surrounding land uses and will not 
serve to inhibit commercial development on adjacent or nearby commercial parcels. (Ord. No. 5569 
§ 5, 2005.) 

Sec. 26-88-124. Work/live units. 

(a) Purpose. This section provides standards for the development of new work/live units and for the reuse of 
existing commercial and industrial structures to accommodate work/live opportunities where allowed by 
the applicable zoning district régulations. A work/live unit shall function predominantly as work space 
with incidental residential accommodations that meet basic habitability requirements. The standards of this 
section do not âpply to mixed use projects, which are instead subject to Section 26-88-123 (Mixed use pro- 
jects). 

(b) Limitations on Use. The nonresidential uses within a work/live project shall be limited to those commercial 
and industrial uses allowed within the applicable zoning district. In no case, however, shall a work/live unit 
be established or used for any of the following activities: 

( 1 ) Adult entertainment activities/businesses; 

(2) Automotive and other vehicle repair, services, painting, storage, or upholstery, or the repair of en- 
glues, including automobiles, boats, motorcycles, trucks, or recreational vehicles; 

(3) Welding, machining, or any open flame work; 

(4) Storage or shipping of flammable liquids or hazardous materials beyond that normally associated 
with a residential use; 

(5) Any other activity or use determined by the director to be incompatible with residential activities 
and/or to hâve the possibility of adversely affecting the health or safety of work/live unit résidents, 
because of the potential for the use to create excessive dust, glare, heat, noise, noxious gasses, odor, 
smoke, traffic, vibration, or other impacts, or to be unreasonably hazardous because of materials, 
processes, products or wastes. 

(c) Allowable Building Intensity. Work/live units shall comply with the building intensity limitations of the 
applicable zoning district. 

(d) Design and Development Standards. 

Work/live units shall be subject to review and approval of a master site plan and proposai statement dem- 
onstrating that the project meets ail of the following criteria, as well as the design standards of the applica- 
ble zoning district. 



26-329 (Révisée! 9-05) 



§ 26-88- 1 24 SONOMA COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS § 26-88- 1 24 



(J) General Prerequisites. 

(i) At the time of application approval and for the reasonably foreseeable future, the industrial site 
and surrounding area is suitable for joint residential and industrial use. 

(ii) The project is designed to provide flexible workspace in conjunction with living areas that are 
conducive to a work environment. 

(iii) Residential and industrial uses are integrated in such a manner as to address noise, hazardous 
materials, and other heaith and safety issues onsite as well as off-site. 

(2) Commercial and Industrial Space Requirements. 

(i) The project site must remain primarily in commercial or industrial use. At no time shall more 
than fifty percent (50%) of the combined floor area of ail buildings constructed on the project 
site be dedicated or used for work/live units. Ail remaining floor area on the project site shall be 
dedicated and reserved exclusively for other commercial and industrial uses allowable in the 
applicable zoning district. 

(ii) In addition, no less than fifty percent (50%) of the floor area of each work/live unit shall be des- 
ignated, reserved and regularly used as work space for commercial or industrial uses. 

(iii) Ail designated work space shall be designed to accommodate commercial Or industrial uses as 
evidenced by the provision of flooring, interior storage, ventilation, storefront windows, roll-up 
doors and/or other physical improvements of the type commonly found in exclusively commer- 
cial or industrial facilities used for the same work activity. 

(3) Intégration of Living Space. Living space shall be physically integrated into the work/live unit and 
shall not be separately rented, leased, or sold. Mezzanines and lofts within the unit may be used as 
living space subject to compliance with the other provisions of this section. 

(4) Design Review. Work/live units shall be subject to the design standards and procédures set forth in 
Article 82 and approval by the design review committee. 

(5) Parking Requirements. Work/live units shall comply with the parking standards set forth in Section 
26-88-010. The décision maker may modify this requirement to decrease or increase the required 
parking as appropriate to allow for the reuse of existing structures with limited parking or to accom- 
modate authorized employées and/or customer or client visits. 

(6) Compliance with Building and Pire Codes. Ail work/live units shall comply with ail of the codes 
adopted by référence at Sonoma County Code Section 7-13 (including the Uniform Building Code, 
Uniform Plumbing Code, National Electrical Code, Uniform Pire Code and Uniform Mechanical 
Code). If a structure contains mixed occupancies of work/live units and other nonresidential uses, oc- 
cupancies other than work/live shall meet ail applicable requirements for those uses, and proper oc- 
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cupancy séparations sliali be provided between the work/live iinits and other occupancies, as deter- 
mined by the building officiai. 

(e) Operating Requirements. 

(1) Occupancy. A work/live unit shall be occupied and used only by the operator or employée of the 
business within the unit. 

(2) Sale or Rental of Portions of Unit. The living space of the work/live unit shall not be rented, leased, 
sold or occupied separately froni the working space. No portion of a work/live unit shall, at any time, 
be rented, leased, or sold as a commercial or industrial space by any person not living in the unit. 

(3) Notice to Occupants. The owner or developer of any structure containing work/live units shall pro- 
vide written notice to ail work/live occupants and users that the surrounding area may be subject to 
levels of dust, fumes, noise, or other effects associated with commercial and industrial uses at higher 
levels than would be expected in more typical residential areas. Noise and other standards shall be 
those applicable to commercial or industrial properties in the applicable zoning district. 

(4) On-Premises Sales. On-premise sales of goods shall be limited to those produced within the 
work/live unit and shall be permitted only where such incidental sales are allowed by the zoning dis- 
trict. Ail on-premise sales of goods shall be incidental to the primary production work within the unit. 

(5) Nonresident Employées. The occupant of the work/live unit may employ up to two (2) persons who 
do not réside in the work/live unit to work in the unit, provided that adéquate parking is provided as 
determined by use permit. 

(6) Noise. Noise generated by work/live uses shall be consistent with the noise élément of the gênerai 
plan. 

(f) Changes in Use. No portion of the work/live unit designated and approved as work space shall be con- 
verted to residential use without modification of the use permit, to ensure the continuing conformance with 
the use limitations, design and development standards and operating requirements of this section. Changes 
in the nonresidential portion of the use shall also require a modification of the use permit to ensure con- 
formance with the use limitations, design and development standards and operating requirements of this 
section. 

(g) Findings for Approval. No use permit shall be approved for a work/live unit uniess the décision maker 
makes ail of the following findings, in addition to the findings required for use permit approval by Section 
26-92-080 (Use permit — Findings). 

(1) The site is located within an existing urban service area; 

(2) Public services and infrastructure are adéquate to serve the use; 

(3) The project complies with the standards and development criteria set forth in this section; 
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(4) The establishment of work/live units will not displace, confiict with or inhibit other commercial or 
industrial uses on site; 

(5) The proposed use of each work/live unit is a bona fide commercial or industrial activity consistent 
with subsection (b) (Limitations on Use) of this section; 

(6) The structure containing work/live units and each work/live unit within the structure has been de- 
signed to ensure that they will function predominantly as work spaces for commercial or industrial 
uses with incidental residential accommodations meeting basic habitability requirements in compli- 
ance with applicable régulations; 

(7) The establishment of work/live units, as conditioned, is compatible with surrounding land use and 
will not confiict with nor inhibit commercial or industrial uses on adjacent or nearby parcels; and 

(8) The exterior appearance of the structure will be compatible with adjacent commercial or industrial 
uses where adjacent land is zoned for commercial or industrial uses. (Ord. No. 5569 § 8, 2005.) 

Sec. 26-88-125. Single room occupancy (SRO) facilities. 

(a) Criteria in General. The following are the minimum criteria applicable to ail new single room occupancy 
(SRO) facilities: 

( 1 ) Ail SRO facilities are subject to design review and the granting of a use permit. 

(2) Transient occupancy of the SRO rooms shall not be allowed. SRO tenants shall not hâve an addi- 
tional residential address other than the address of the SRO facility in which the residential unit is lo- 
cated. 

(3) SRO rooms within SRO facilities shall be provided at rents affordable to persons with very low or 
extrême ly low incomes. 

(4) Proximity to transit and alternative transportation modal ity shal I be considered and encouraged in the 
siting of ail SRO facilities. 

(b) Small SRO Facilities. The following additional criteria shall apply to SRO facilities containing less than 
ten (10) SRO rooms: 

( 1 ) Occupancy. SRO rooms shall be occupied by no more than two (2) persons. No transient occupancy 
is allowed; SRO rooms shall be occupied as the primary résidence of the tenant. 

(2) Maximum Unit Size. No SRO room may exceed four hundred (400) square feet. 

(3) Common Facilities. Small SRO facilities shall provide individual or shared (common) bathing facili- 
ties, and may provide individual kitchen facilities. Any and ail common facilities shall be provided as 
fully accessible to the satisfaction of the building officiai. 
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(4) Laundry Facilities. Common laundry facilities shall be provided at a rate of not less than one (1) 
washer and one ( 1 ) dryer per facility, in addition to a laundry sink and folding area. The requirement 
for conimon on-site laundry facilities may be waived where it can be shown that a laundry facility 
open to the public is located within one-eighth of a mile from the project site. 

(5) Manager' s Office or Unit. An on-site management office or manager' s unit shall be provided. "House 
rules" shall be submitted as a part of the use pemiit application. 

(6) Parking. Off-street parking shall be provided as set forth in Section 26-86-01 (Required parking). 
Secure bicycle parking is required. 

(7) Storage for Résidents. Private, secured storage space of not less than fifty (50) cubic feet per résident 
shall be provided. Storage space may be provided in private closet(s) accessible fi*om individual SRO 
rooms; and/or as individually locked areas accessible from a common room; and/or witliin a separate 
on-site storage structure. Where storage space is provided within a separate structure, such structure 
shall provide for separate, locking storage spaces for each SRO room, and shall be of sufficient con- 
struction to protect stored items from weather. 

(c) Large SRO Facilities. The following additional criteria apply to ail SRO facilities containing ten (10) or 
more SRO rooms: 

( 1 ) Occupancy . SRO rooms shall be occupied by no more than two (2) persons. No transient occupancy 
is allowed; SRO rooms shall be occupied as the primary résidence of the tenant. 

(2) Maximum Facility Size. No SRO facility shall contain more than thirty (30) SRO rooms unless ap- 
proved as a planned community (PC) in accordance with Section 26-26-040(e)(10) (PC Planned 
community). 

(3) Maximum Unit Size. No SRO room may exceed three hundred (300) square feet. 

(4) Common Facilities. 

(i) Kitchen. Within a large single room occupancy (SRO) facility, no more than fifty percent 
(50%) of individual rooms may be provided with kitchens or kitchenettes. At least one (1) 
common (shared) kitchen/dining area shall be provided within a large SRO facility. 

(ii) Bathrooms. Private bathroom facilities shall be provided within each unit to include, at a mini- 
mum, a toilet and wash basin. Bathtubs and/or shower facilities may be provided within indi- 
vidual rooms, or may be shared. 

(iii) Accessibility. Any and ail common facilities shall be provided as flilly accessible, to the satis- 
faction of the building officiai. 
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(5) Laundry Facilities. Common laundry areas shall be provided at a rate of not less than one (1 ) washer 
and one (1) dryer for the fïrst ten (10) rooms, with one (1) additional washer and one (1) additional 
dryer provided for every flve (5) additional rooms or fraction thereof. 

(6) Manager' s Unit. An on-site, live-in manager ' s unit shall be provided. A management plan, including 
the proposed "house rules," shall be submitted as a part of the use pennit application. 

(7) Parking. Parking for SRO facilities shall be provided as set forth in Section 26.86.010, Required 
parking. Secure bicycle parking is required. 

(8) Storage for Résidents. Private, secured storage space of not less than fifty (50) cubic feet per résident 
shall be provided. Storage space may be provided in private closet(s) accessible fi-om individual SRO 
rooms; and/or as individually locked areas accessible from a common room; and/or within a separate 
on-site storage structure. Where storage space is provided within a separate structure, such structure 
shall provide for separate, locking storage spaces for each SRO room, and shall be of sufficient con- 
struction to protect stored items from weather. (Ord. No. 5569 § 6, 2005.) 

Sec. 26-88-126. Médical cannabis dispensary uses. 

(a) Purpose. This section provides the location and operational standards for any médical cannabis dispensary 
within the unincorporated county in order to promote the health, safety, and gênerai welfare of its résidents 
and businesses. 

(b) Applicability. Médical cannabis dispensaries shall be permitted only in compliance with the requirements 
of this section, and ail other applicable requirements of the underlying zoning district. 

(c) Permit Requirements. A use permit in compliance with Sections 26-92-070 and 26-92-080 shall be re- 
quired for any médical cannabis dispensary. Additionally, médical cannabis dispensaries must comply with 
ail other applicable building codes and requirements, including accessibility requirements. 

(d) Compliance with Operating Plan and Conditions Required. A médical cannabis dispensary shall submit, as 
a part of the use permit application, an operating plan that spécifies the manner in which opérations will be 
handled and security provided, and which détails the number of employées, number of patients, hours and 
days of opération allowed and approved. The operating plan shall provide that the dispensary shall require, 
at a minimum, a doctor's vmtten recommendation in compliance with state law, as well as a photo identifi- 
cation for any person entering the site. Any médical cannabis dispensary approved under this section shall 
be operated in conformance with the approved operating plan and shall meet any spécifie, additional oper- 
ating procédures and measures as may be imposed as conditions of approval to ensure that the opération of 
the dispensary is consistent with protection of the health, safety and welfare of the community, qualified 
patients, and primary caregivers, and will not adversely affect surrounding uses. 

(e) Limited Term. Use permits for médical cannabis dispensaries shall be limited-term, and shall be issued for 
a maximum period of one year. Ail use pennits issued for a médical cannabis dispensary shall contain the 
following provision: "This permit shall be a limited term permit and shall be subject to revocation or modi- 
fication following a public hearing if the approving body fînds that there has been a violation or 

(Revised 5-07) 26-332b 



• 



§ 26-88-126 SONOMA COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS § 26-88-126 



noncompliance with the operating plan or any of the use peraiit conditions, or if the use for which this 
pennit is hereby granted constitutes a nuisance." 

(f) Exercise and Renewal of Perniit. Use pemiits for médical cannabis dispensaries shall be exercised only by 
the applicant, who must be a qualified patient or primary caregiver, and shall expire upon temiination of 
the business for which it was issued, or upon sale or transfer of ownership of the médical carmabis dispen- 
sary. AU use peraiits issued for a médical cannabis dispensary shall include the following provision: "This 
use pennit shall expire upon change of tenancy or sale or transfer of the business or property." Any use 
permit that is abandoned for a period of six (6) months shall automatically expire, and shall become null 
and void with no further action required on the part of the county. A use permit renewal may be adminis- 
tratively approved by the planning director only if ail of the following fîndings are made: 

( 1 ) The use has been conducted in accordance with this section, with the dispensary' s approved operating 
plan, and with ail applicable use permit conditions of approval; 

(2) The business for which the use permit was approved has not been transferred to another owner or op- 
erator; 

(3) There are no outstanding code enforcement violations. 

Notwithstanding, a use permit approved under this section may be revoked or modifîed at any time follow- 
ing public hearing in accordance with Section 26-92-120. 

(g) Signed Affidavit. The property owner and applicant, if other than the property owner, shall sign the appli- 
cation for the use permit, and shall include affidavits agreeing to abide by and conform to the conditions of 
the use permit and ail provisions of the Sonoma County Code pertaining to the establishment and opération 
of the médical cannabis dispensary use, including, but not limited to, the provisions of this section. The af- 
fidavit(s) shall acknowledge that the approval of the médical cannabis dispensary use permit shall in no 
way permit any activity contrary to the Sonoma County Code, or any activity which is in violation of any 
applicable laws. 

(h) Location Requirements. 

( 1 ) A médical cannabis dispensary shall not be established on any parcel containing a dwelling unit used 
as a résidence, nor within one hundred feet (100') of a residential zoning district. 

(2) A médical cannabis dispensary shall not be established within one thousand feet ( l ,000') of any other 
médical cannabis dispensary, nor within five hundred feet (500') from a smoke shop or similar facil- 
ity selling drug paraphemalia. 

(3) A médical cannabis dispensary shall not be established within one thousand feet (1,000') from any 
public school, park, or an establishment, public or private, that caters to or pro vides services primar- 
ily to persons under eighteen (18) years of âge. 
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(4) Notwithstanding, the subsections (h)( 1 ) — (2) may be wai ved by the decision-maker when the appli- 
cant can show that an actual physical séparation exists between iand uses or parcels such that no off- 
site impacts could occur. 

(i) Development Standards and Operational Criteria in General. The following are the minimum development 
standards and operational criteria applicable to any médical cannabis dispensary use (Level 1 and Level 2): 

( 1 ) The building in which the dispensary is located shall comply with ail applicable local, state and féd- 
éral rules, régulations, and laws including, but not limited to, building codes and accessibility re- 
quirements; 

(2) The dispensary shall provide adéquate security on the premises, including lighting and alarms, to in- 
sure the safety of persons and to protect the premises from theft. The operational plan shall include 
the approved security measures; 

(3) The site plan, circulation, parking, lighting, facility exterior, and any signage shall be subject to de- 
sign review committee review and approval. The planning director may waive this requirement where 
the applicant can demonstrate that existing facilities, including parking, lighting and landscaping, al- 
ready meet the requirements of this section; 

(4) No exterior signage or symbols shall be displayed which advertises the availability of cannabis, nor 
shall any such signage or symbols be displayed on the interior of the facility in such a way as to be 
visible from the exterior; 

(5) A dispensary shall hâve no operators or employées who are not qualified patients or primary caregiv- 
ers meeting ail ternis and conditions of applicable law; 

(6) A dispensary may possess cannabis at its facility only in the collective amount that each qualified pa- 
tient or primary caregiver served is allowed to possess under Health and Safety Code Section 
11 362.77, as may be amended from time to time; 

(7) No person shall be allowed onto the premises unless they are a primary caregiver and/or a qualified 
patient, in strict accordance with Califomia Health and Safety Code Section 1 1362.5 et seq. No per- 
son under the âge of eighteen (18) shall be allowed on the dispensary site. Ail persons entering the 
site shall présent a photo identification and shall establish proof of doctor's recommendation. The op- 
erating plan submitted as a part of the use permit application shall specify how this provision will be 
complied with and enforced; 

(8) No dispensary shall hold or maintain a license from the State Department of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control to sell alcoholic beverages, or operate a business that sells alcoholic beverages. No alcoholic 
beverages shall be allowed or consumed on the premises; 

(9) An exhaust and ventilation System shall be utilized to prevent off-site odors; 
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(1 0) No dispensary shall conduct or engage in the commercial sale of any product, good or service unless 
otherwise approved by the use permit; 

(11) No cannabis shall be smoked, ingested or otherwise consumed on the premises. The term "premises" 
includes the actual building, as well as any accessory structures, parking areas, or other immédiate 
surroundings. 

(j) Level 1 Médical Cannabis Dispensary Additional Criteria. The following additional criteria shall apply to a 
Level 1 médical cannabis dispensary: 

(1 ) A Level 1 médical cannabis dispensary shall hâve no more than three hundred (300) total patients at 
any one time, and shall serve an average of twenty (20) or less patients per day; 

(2) The size of a Level 1 médical cannabis dispensary shall be limited, and shall not exceed one thousand 
(1,000) square feet unless specifically approved by the use permit. No dispensary may increase in 
size without amending the use permit. The size limitation shall be included in the operational plan re- 
quired by 26-88- 126(e), of this section; 

(3) Operating days and hours shall be limited to Monday through Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p. m., 
or as otherwise approved by the use permit. Operating hours may be further restricted through the use 
permit process where needed to provide land use compatibility. 

(k) Level 2 Médical Cannabis Dispensary Additional Criteria. The following additional criteria shall apply to 
any Level 2 médical cannabis dispensary: 

( 1 ) Parking must meet the requirements of Section 26-86-0 1 0. 

(2) Operating days and hours shall be limited to Monday through Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p. m., 
or as otherwise allowed by the use permit. Operating hours may be further restricted through the use 
permit process where needed to provide land use compatibility. (Ord. No. 5748 § 2, 2007; Ord. No. 
5715 §2, 2007.) 

Sec. 26-88-130. Télécommunication facilities. 

(a) The following are the minimum criteria applicable to télécommunication facilities. In the event that a pro- 
ject is subject to discretionary and/or environmental review, additional mitigation measures or other condi- 
tions may also be necessary. 

(1) Except as noted, ail télécommunication facilities shall comply with the following: 

(i) Any applicable easements or similar restrictions, including open space easements, on the sub- 
ject property. 

(ii) Any applicable gênerai plan, spécifie plan, area plan, local area development guidelines, and the 
permit requirements of any agencies which hâve jurisdiction over the project. 
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(iii) The régulations of any applicable combining district. 

(iv) The height of any freestanding facility shall include the height of any structure upon which it is 
placed. 

(v) Ail setbacks shall be measured from the base of the tower closest to the applicable property Une 
or structure. 

(vi) The facility shall be operated so that it shall not resuit in human exposure to nonionizing elec- 
tromagnetic radiation (NIER) in excess of the levels specified in the most current standard gov- 
eming human exposure to NIER utilized by the Fédéral Communications Commission (FCC) in 
its licensing décision for the applicable facility. The applicant shall be responsible for demon- 
strating that the proposed facility will comply with this standard and may do so in any one of 
the following ways: 



• 



(Rcviscd 1-08) 26-332b.4 



• 



§ 26-88- 1 30 SONOM A COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS § 26-88- 130 



(A) Provide évidence in the form of an FCC license or construction permit that tiie FCC lias 
accepted the appiicant's certification tiiat the facihty nieets the FCC standard. 

(B) Provide évidence that the FCC has categoricaliy excluded the applicant from demonstrat- 
ing compliance with the FCC standard. 

(C) Provide an independent analysis by or on behalf of the applicant which demonstrates that 
the faciiity will compiy with the FCC standard by such calculations and measurements as 
may be necessary. The calculations, measurements, and ail related methods utilized to dé- 
termine compliance shall be consistent with FCC policies and procédures. 

(vii) Replacement of aging, defective, or obsolète legally established antennas or towers is permitted 
without new zoning permit or use permit approval, provided that such replacement does not 
incrëase the height or resuit in a substantial change in the appearance of the faciiity. Pursuant to 
Section 26-94-01 0(b), a légal nonconforming faciiity may be expanded one (1) time not to 
exceed ten percent (10%) of the total existing silhouette, subject to ail other applicable 
requirements of this code. 

(viii) In the event that a proposed télécommunication faciiity does not meet the required standards or 
criteria for such faciiity in the applicable district, it may be considered as the next larger facii- 
ity, subject to the criteria therefor. For example, a minor faciiity that exceeds the allowed sil- 
houette limit may be considered as an intermediate faciiity requiring a use permit, or an at- 
tached faciiity that exceeds the allowed silhouette limit may be considered as a minor faciiity 
requiring a zoning permit. 

(2) In addition to the standards of subsection (a)( 1 ) of this section, attached commercial télécommunica- 
tion facilities shall meet, at a minimum, the following criteria: 

(i) The project description and permit shall include a specified maximum allowable silhouette of 
the faciiity. The silhouette shall be measured from the "worst case" élévation perspective, but 
shall not include supporting cables and guy wires as part of the silhouette calculation. 

(ii) A single vertical antenna not exceeding twenty-five feet (25') in height or four inches (4") in di- 
ameter may be included on a tower without being considered in the measurement of the height 
or silhouette of the faciiity. 

(iii) Antennas shall be located, designed, and screened to blend with the existing natural or built sur- 
roundings so as to minimize visual impacts and to achieve compatibility with neighboring rési- 
dences and the character of the community to the extent feasible considering the technological 
requirements of the proposed télécommunication service. 

(iv) The owner/operator of any faciiity that causes interférence with local télévision or radio récep- 
tion shall be responsible for mitigation of such interférence in accordance with the operator's 
applicable FCC license requirements. 
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(v) Approval of ail commercial facilities is subject to the decision-making body fmding that the 
proposed site results in fewer or less severe environmental impacts than any feasible alternative 
site. 

(3) In addition to the standards of subsection (a)( 1 ) ot this section, freestanding commercial télécommu- 
nication facilities shall meet, at a minimum, the following criteria: 

(i) Potential adverse visual impacts which might resuit from project related grading or road con- 
struction shall be minimized. 
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(ii) Facility towers, antennas and other structures and equipment shall be located, designed, and 
screened to biend with the existing natural or built surroundings so as to minimize visual 
impacts and to achieve conapatibility with neighboring résidences and the character of the 
community to the extent feasible considering the technological requirements of ttie proposed 
télécommunication service. 

(iii) Potential adverse impacts upon nearby public use areas such as parks or trails shall be 
minimized. 

(iv) Following assembly and installation of the facility, ail waste and débris shall be removed 
and disposed of in a lawful manner. 

(v) Significant adverse impacts on biotic resources, including any threatened, rare or endangered 
species, shall be mitigated. 

(vi) Drainage, érosion, and sédiment controls shall be required as necessary to avoid soil érosion 
and sédimentation of waterways. Structures and roads on slopes of thirty percent (30%) or 
greater shall be avoided. Erosion control measures shall be incorporaied for any proposed 
facility which involves grading or construction near a waierway or on lands with slopes over 
ten percent (10%). Natural végétation and topography shall be retained to the extent feasible. 

(vii) The project description and permit shall include a specified maximuTn allowable silhouette 
of the facility. The silhouette shall be measured from the "worst case" élévation perspective, 
but shall not include supporting cables and guy wires as part of the silhouette calculation. 

(viii) A single vertical antenna not exceeding twenty-five feet (25') in height or four inches (4") 
in diameter may be included on a tower without being considered in the measurement of 
the height or silhouette of the facility. 

(ix) Upon abandonment or termination, the entire facility, including ail equipment, towers, 
antennas, etc., shall be removed and the site restored to its pre-construction condition or other 
authorized use. 

(x) The owner/operator of any facility that causes interférence with local télévision or radio 
réception shaU be responsible for mitigation of such interférence in accordance with the 
operator's applicable FCC license requirements. 

(xi) Facilities shall be designed so as to provide adéquate waming of potential ha^rds as well 
as location and operator identification and téléphone number for public contact. Facilities 
may also be required to provide anti-chmb devices or other security measures. 

(xii) The facility operator and property owner are encouraged to make avaiiable unutilized space 
for future co-located or multiple-user télécommunication facilities, including space for those 
entities providing similar, conçeting services. 

(xiii) Ail applications for zoning permits or use permits shall include a statement or other 
documentation that ail owners of property within three hundred feet (3000 of the subject 
property hâve been provided with a written notification of the fïling of the application. 
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(xiv) An alternatives analysis (required for major freestanding facilities in ail districts and for 
intermediate freestanding facilities in tiie AR, RR, RI, R2, R3, and PC districts with a UR 
or RR land use désignation) shall include the following content: 

(A) A topographie map of the proposée local service area which identifies the local network 
of facilities with which the proposed facility will connect. 

(B) A small scale m^ of the applicable franchise area, which identifies the régional 
network of facilities with which the local network will connect. 

(G) Identification of the following on the local topographie map: 

1 . Ail other existing télécommunication facilities, including those owned or operated 
by the applicant for the same type of service, and those which provide other 
wireless services which could potentially support the proposed facility. 

2. Ail other existing structures which might provide an opportunity for attached 
facilities. 

3. Lands which are zoned for commercial or industriel use. 

4. Lands which are designated as open space. 

(D) Identification of any existing service gaps in the proposed local service area as well 
as any service gaps which may remain in the event that the proposed facility is 
approved and constructed. 

(E) Identification of at least two (2) alternative service plans which could provide compara- 
ble service to the intended service area. An explanation must be included if there are 
not at least two (2) alternative plans. Alternatives which do not produce a minimum 
quality signal, or which would substantially interfère with another service do not need 
to be included. 

(F) The alternatives should include a mix of service stratégies which incorporate existing, 
attached, and/or other freestanding facilities. The aitematives analysis for a facility 
proposed within a designated scenic resource area and/or a residential zone (AR, RR, 
RI, R2, R3, or PC with a UR or RR gênerai plan land use désignation) shall include 
any feasible aitematives outside thèse respective areas. They should also be designed 
to offer clear tradeoffs involving: 

1. The level of service provided; 

2. The number of towers; 

3. Variety in tower heights and silhouettes; 

4. Potential visual impacts; 

5. Residential proximity and compatibility; 
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6. Proximity to service area; 

1. Other applicable potential environmental impacts. 

(G) A description of each alternative, including its ancillary equipment and structures and 
associated roads and compare and contrast the alternatives using the above factors. The 
alternative plans need not be analyzed at the same level of détail as the proposed 
project, but the justification for sélection of the proposed project must be presented. 

(xv) Tower setbacks may be waived under any one (1) of the foUowing circumstances: 

(A) The facility is proposed to be co-located onto or clustered with an existing, legally 
established télécommunication facility. 

(B) AU of the owners of affected properties agrée to the reduced setback. A property is 
considered affected if its dwelling unit lies within a distance équivalent to the required 
setback for the subject tower prior to réduction and the reduced setback would resuit 
in the tower being located doser to the dwelling unit than the above setback would 
otherwise allow. 

(C) Overall, the reduced setback enables fiirther mitigation of adverse visual and other 
environmental impacts than would otherwise be possible. 

(xvi) Approval of ail commercial facilities is subject to the decision-making body finding that the 
proposed site results in fewer or less severe environmental impacts than any feasible 
alternative site. 

(b) Additional Standards for Télécommunication Facilities Pertaming to Spécifie Districts. 

(1) LIA, LEA, DA, RRD, RRDWA, TP Districts. 

(i) Attached commercial facilities may be flush-mounted on the side or roof of a stracture but 
are subject to a limit of five (5) square feet of silhouette above the structure ridgeline or 
twenty-five (25) square feet above the roof on any single stmcture and a cumulative total 
silhouette for ail attached commercial antennas on the subject lot of one hundred (100) square 
feet above the roofs of structures. The director may allow thèse silhouette limits to be 
exceeded without requiiing a zoning or use permit provided that the added silhouette would 
be efîectively unnoticeable. 

(ii) Minor fi^eestanding commercial facilities shall meet the following standards: 

(A) Towers shall be set back from the nearest offsite dwelling unit by a minimum distance 
équivalent to one hundred ten percent (110%) of the height of the facility or the yard 
requiiements of the applicable base district, whichever is more restrictive, provided that 
such setbacks may be waived pursuant to subsection (a)(3)(xv) of this section. 

(B) The cumulative total silhouettes of the towers and antennas on the subject lot shall not 
exceed one hundred sixty-five (165) square feet at fuU design capacity. 
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(iii) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial f acilîties shall meet the f ollo wing standards : 

(A) Towers shall meet the setback standards of subsection (b)(l)(ii)(A) of this section. 

(B) For any proposed major facility, an alternatives anaiysis shall be prepared by or on 
behalf of the applicant, subject to the approval of the décision making body, which 
meets the requirements of subsection (a)(3)(xiv) of this section. 

(C) A Visual anaiysis. 

(2) AR, RR, Ri, R2, and R3 Districts. 

(i) Attached commercial facilities may be flush-mounted on the side or roof of a building but 
the cmnulative total silhouette of ail attached commercial antennas on the subject lot shall 
not exceed five (5) square feet above structure ridgehnes or fifteen (15) square feet above 
the roofs of structures. The director may allow thèse silhouette limits to be exceeded without 
requiring a zoning or use permit provided that the added silhouette would be effectively 
unnoticeable. 

(ii) Minor freestanding commercial facilities shall meet the following: 

(A) Towers shall be set back firom the nearest off-site dwelling unit by a minimum distance 
équivalent to one hundred ten percent (110%) of the height of the facility or the yard 
requirements pf the applicable base district, whichever is more restrictive, provided that 
such setbacks may be waived pursuant to subsection (a)(3)(xv) of this section. 

(B) The cumulative total silhouette of the towers and anteimas on the subject lot at fiiU 
design capacity shall not exceed seventy (70) square feet in the AR and RR districts 
and shall not exceed forty-fîve (45) square feet in the RI, R2, and R3 districts. 

(iii) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial facilities are not allowed in thèse districts 
unless the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the decision-making body that there 
is no technically feasible site or method of providing the needed service on lands which are 
not zoned AR, RR, RI, R2, R3, or PC with a UR or RR land use désignation. Such 
démonstration shall be accompanied by the following: 

(A) An alternatives anaiysis which meets the requirements of subsection (a)(3)(xiv) of this 
section. 

(B) A Visual anaiysis, which may include photo montage, fîeld, mock-up, or other tech- 
niques, shall be prepared by or on behalf of the applicant which identifies the potential 
Visual impacts, at design capacity, of the proposed facility. Considération shall be given 
to views from pubhc areas as well as from private résidences. The anaiysis shall assess 
the cumulative impacts of the proposed faciUty and other existing and foreseeable 
télécommunication facilities in the area, and shall identify and include ail feasible 
mitigation measures consistent with the technological requirements of the proposed 
telecommimication service. 
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(3) CO, Cl Districts. 

(i) Attached commercial facilities may be flush-mounted on the side or roof of a building but 
the cumulative total silhouette of the antennas placed upon dwelling units on the subject lot 
shall not exceed five (5) square feet above structure ridgelines or fifteen (15) square feet 
above the roofs of residential structures. 

(ii) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial facilities fifty feet (50') or less in height shall 
meet the following: 

(A) Towers setbacks shall be the same as those for other structures in the base district. 

(B) The cumulative total silhouette of the facilities on the subject lot shall not exceed two 
hundred ten (210) square feet at full design capacity. 

(iii) Intermediate freestanding commercial facilities greater than fifty feet (50') in height shall meet 
the following: 

(A) Towers shall be set back by a minimum distance équivalent to fifty percent (50%) of the 
height of the facility from the property line of any property zoned AR, RR, RI , R2, R3, or 
PC with a UR or RR gênerai plan land use désignation or the yard requirements of the ap- 
plicable base district, whichever is more restrictive, provided that such setbacks may be 
waived pursuant to subsection (a)(3)(xv) ofthis section. 

(B) A visual analysis. 

(4) C2, C3, LC, RC, AS, K, MP, Ml , M2, and M3 Districts. 

(i) Attached commercial facilities may be flush-mounted on the side or roof of a building but 
the cumulative total silhouette of the antennas on dwelling units on the subject lot shall not 
exceed five (5) square feet above structure ridgelines or fifteen (15) square feet above the 
roofs of residential structures. 

(ii) Minor and intermediate freestanding commercial facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height 
shall meet the following: 

(A) Towers setbacks shall be the same as those for other structures in the base district. 

(B) The cumulative total silhouette of the facilities on the subject lot shall not exceed two 
hundred ten (210) square feet at full design capacity. 

(iii) Intermediate and major freestanding commercial facilities greater than eighty feet (80') shall 
meet the following: 
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(A) For intermediate facilities, towers shall be set back by a minimum distance équivalent to 
fifty percent (50%) of the height of the facility from the property line of any property 
zoned AR, RR, RI , R2, R3, or PC with a UR or RR gênerai plan land use désignation or 
the yard requirements of the applicable base district, whichever is more restrictive, pro- 
vided that such setbacks may be waived pursuant to subsection (a)(3)(xv) of this section. 

(B) For major facilities, towers shall be set back by a minimum distance équivalent to one 
hundred percent (1 00%) of the height of the facility from the property line of any property 
zoned AR, RR, RI, R2, R3, or PC with a UR or RR gênerai plan land use désignation or 
the yard requirements of the applicable base district, whichever is more restrictive, pro- 
vided that such setbacks may be waived pursuant to subsection (a)(3)(xv) of this section. 

(C) For any proposed major facility, an alternatives analysis shall be prepared by or on behalf 
of the applicant, subject to the approval of the décision making body, which meets the re- 
quirements of subsection (a)(3)(xiv) of this section. 

(D) A Visual analysis. (Ord. No. 4973 § 14, 1996.) 

Sec. 26-88-135. Small wind energy Systems. 

This section establishes standards for the sitingand opération of small wind energy Systems. This section is in- 
tended to implement the requirements of Government Code section 65892.13, while protecting the scenic and 
natural resources of the county and the health, safety and welfare of its résidents to the extent permitted by law. 

(a) Permit Requirements. Small wind energy Systems shall require either a zoning permit or use permit, de- 
pending on their location, as provided in the régulations for the base districts in which they are allowed. 
Notice for public hearings required prior to use permit approval shall comply with the requirements of Sec- 
tion 26-92-050. Use permit procédures may be waived pursuant to Section 26-88-0 10(g) for small wind 
energy Systems that hâve towers which do not exceed forty (40') feet in height and are located within a 
county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five hundred (2,500') feet of a county- 
designated urban service area. 

(b) Application Requirements. Applications for small wind energy Systems shall include ail information and 
materials required by Section 26-92-170 and the following: 

( 1 ) Standard drawings and an engineering analysis of the system's tower, showing compliance with the 
Uniform Building Code and certification by a California-licensed mechanical, structural or civil en- 
gineer. A "wet swamp" shall not be required on the drawings and analysis if the application demon- 
strates that the System is designed to meet the most stringent wind requirements (Uniform Building 
Code wind exposure D), the requirements for the worst seismic class (Unifomi Building Code Seis- 
mic 4), and the weakest soil class, with a soil strength of not more than one thousand (1,000) pounds 
per square foot; 

(2) A line drawing of the electrical components of the System in sufficient détail to allow for a détermi- 
nation that the manner of installation conforms to the National Electric Code; 
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(3) Information demonstrating that the System will be used primarily to reduce on-site consumption of 
electricity; 

(4) Evidence that the provider of electric utiHty service to the parce! on which the system is to be iocated 
has been informed ofthe applicant's intentto install an interconnected customer-owned electricity 
generator, uniess the appiicant intends, and so states in the apphcation, that the system will not be 
connected to the electricity grid; 

(5) Evidence that the height ofthe system's tower does not exceed the height recommended by the 
manufacturer or distributor ofthe system; 

(6) A preliminary title report for the parcel on which the system is to be Iocated dated no more than thirty 
(30) days prior to the filing ofthe application; 

(7) Evidence that décibel levels for the system comply with the provisions of subsection (d) of this sec- 
tion; 

(8) Color samples ofthe system's tower and any supporting structures; 

(9) Where the parcel on which the system is to be Iocated is in the SR or SD district, visual simulations 
showing the system's tower superimposed on photographs ofthe site and surroundings as viewed 
from neighboring résidences and public roads, public trails and other public areas at varying dis- 
tances, to assist the décision maker and the public in assessing the visual impacts ofthe system and 
its compliance with the provisions of this section. 

(c) Limitations on Location. Small wind energy Systems shall not be Iocated on a site that is: 

(1) Within a scenic corridor identified by the open space élément ofthe gênerai plan; 

(2) Within a spécial studies zone established in compliance with the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault 
Zoning Act; 

(3) Subject to a conservation easement established in compliance with Civil Code Section 815 et seq., 
that prohibits small wind energy Systems; 

(4) Subject to an open space easement established in compliance with Government Code Section 5 1 070 
et seq., that prohibits small wind energy Systems; 

(5) Subject to an agricultural conservation easement established in compliance with Government Code 
Section 10200 et seq., that prohibits small wind energy Systems; 

(6) Subject to a Williamson Act contract established in compliance with Government Code Section 
51200 et seq., that prohibits small wind energy Systems; or 
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(7) Listed in the National Registerof Historié Places, orthe CaliforniaRegisterof Historié Resources, in 
eompliance with Publie Resources Code Section 5024.1, or contains a structure that is so listed. 

(d) Development Standards. Small wind energy Systems shall eomply with the following standards: 

(1 ) The system's tower shall be set back a minimum distance equal to the height of the tower from ail 
pareel lines, and a minimum distance of ten ( 1 0') feet from any other structure on the parcel on which 
the System is located. On pareels of ten (10) acres or more, the parcel line setback may be redueed if 
the applicant demonstrates that: 

(i) Because of topography, strict adhérence to the setback requirement would resuit in greater visi- 
bility of the system's tower than a redueed setback, and 

(ii) The system's tower is set back a minimum distance equal to the height of the tower from any 
structure on adjoining pareels; 

(2) The system's tower and supporting structures shall eomply with any applicable fire setback require- 
ments in the fire safe standards (Chapter 13, Article V of this code); 

(3) The system's tower shall not exeeed a maximum height of forty (40') feet on a parcel of less than one 
(1) acre, a maximum of sixty-five (65') feet on a parcel of one (1) to less than five (5) acres, and 
maximum height of eighty (80') feet on a pareel of five (5) acres or more; 

(4) The system's tower shall be set back from and not project above the top of any visually prominent 
ridgeline; 

(5) The system's tower shall not signifieantly impair a scenic vista from a county-designated or state- 
designated scenic corridor; 

(6) The system's tower shall be located and screened by landforms, natural végétation or other means to 
minimize visual impacts on neighboring résidences and public roads, public trails and other public 
areas; 

(7) The system's tower and supporting structures shall be painted a single, neutral, non-refleetive, non- 
glossy (for example, earth-tones, gray, black) that, to the extent possible, visually blends the System 
with the surrounding natural and built environments; 

(8) The system's turbine shall be approved by the California Energy Commission as qualifying under the 
Emerging Renewables Fund of the eommission's Renewables Investment Plan or certified by a na- 
tional program recognized and approved by the commission; 

(9) The System shall be designed and constructed in eompliance with the Uniform Building Code and 
National Electric Code. The safety of the design and construction shall be certified by a California- 
licensed mechanieal, structural or civil engineer; 
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( 1 0) The System shall comply with ail applicable Fédéral Aviation Administration requirements, including 
Subpart B (commencing with Section 77. 11) of Part 77 of Title 14 of the Code of Fédéral Régula- 
tions regarding installations close to airports, and the State Aeronautics Act (Part 1 (commencing 
with Section 21001) of Division 9 of the Public Utilities Code); 

(11) The System shall be equipped with manual and automatic over speed controls. The conformance of 
rotor and over speed control design and fabrication to good engineering practices shall be certified by 
a California-licensed mechanical, structural or civil engineer; 

(12) The system's tower-climbing apparatus and blade tips shall be no doser than fifteen (15') feet from 
ground level unless the System is enclosed by a six (6')-foot high fence; 

(13) The system's utility lines shall be underground where economically practical; 

(14) Where végétation is removed in the construction of the System or an access road to the System, land- 
scaping shall be planted to minimize visual impacts, avoid érosion and maintain stability of soils; 

(15) The System shall be operated such that no electro-magnetic interférence is caused; 

(16) The system's maximum power shall not exceed ten (10) KW; 

(17) No more than one (1) system shall be allowed on a parcel; 

(18) Décibel levels generated by the system shall not exceed the maximum noise levels applied pursuant 
to the noise élément of the gênerai plan, except during short-term events including utility outages and 
severe wind storms; 

(19) Brand names or advertising associated with the system or the system's installation shall not be visible 
from any public place; 

(20) Signs warning of high voltage electricity shall be posted on stationary portions of the system's tower 
and any supporting structures, and at gated entry points to the site at a height of five (5') feet above 
the ground; 

(21) Upon abandonment or termination of the system's use, the entire facility, including the system's 
tower, turbine, supporting structures and ail equipment, shall be removed and the site shall be re- 
stored to its pre-construction condition or other authorized use. (Ord. No. 5435 § 2(ss), 2003: Ord. 
No. 5361 § 2(q), (r), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 6, 2002.) 

Sec. 26-88-140. Minor timberland conversions. 

(a) Ail minor timberland conversions shall require a zoning permit. Notice of the permit shall be mailed to ail 
owners of real property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll within three hundred feet (300') of 
the subject property and posted in at least three (3) public places on or near the subject property at least ten 
( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit. The notice shall include an explanation of the procédure to appeal 
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issiiance of the permit. In addition to such other plans and data as are necessary to détermine compliance 
with this chapter, tiie application for the permit shall be accompanied by ail of the following: 

(1 ) A statement of the approximate number, size, species, âge, and condition of the trees to be included 
in the minor timberland conversion, the amount of land clearing to be donc, the equipment to be used, 
the method by which slash and débris are to be removed or disposed of, and a schedule of daily op- 
érations. 

(2) A copy of the notice of conversion exemption timber opérations prepared by a registered professional 
forester and submitted to the Califomia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection for the minor tim- 
berland conversion. 

(3) A statement by the owner of subject property consenting to the minor timberland conversion, certify- 
ing that the conversion is a one-time conversion to a non-timber growing use and that there is a bona 
fide intent to undertake and complète the conversion in conformance with the provisions of this chap- 
ter, and specifying what the new non-timber growing use will be after conversion. The statement 
shall include évidence acceptable to the planning director of the bona fide intent to undertake and 
complète the conversion. Such évidence shall include, but not be limited to, a valid use pemiit, build- 
ing permit, or septic permit, approved grading plans for road construction, or an agricultural man- 
agement plan or soil capability study demonstrating the feasibility of the new non-timber growing 
use. 

(4) Any other information the planning director deems necessary to make a décision on the application. 
Such information may include, but shall not be limited to, drainage or érosion control détails and bi- 
otic studies. 
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(b) No zoning pennit shall be issued for a minor timberland conversion unless it is determined that the conver- 
sion is a one-time conversion to a non-timber growing use and that there is a bona fîde intent to undertake 
and complète the conversion in confomiance with the provisions of this chapter. The deteraiination of bona 
fide intent shall include considération of the économie feasibility of the conversion, the enviromnental fea- 
sibility of the conversion, including, but not limited to, the suitability of soils, slope, aspect, quality and 
quantity of water, and microclimate, and any other foreseeable factors necessary for successflil conversion 
to the new non-timber growing use. 

(c) Ail minor timberland conversions shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Title 14, Cali- 
fomia Code of Régulations, Section 1104.1. 

(d) Ail minor timberland conversions shall be completed and the new non-timber gi'owing use underway 
within two (2) years after the zoning permit is granted. 

(e) Ail minor timberland conversions shall minimize damage to soils, residual trees, young growth, and other 
végétation, and prevent érosion and damage to neighboring properties. 

(f) No minor timberland conversion shall be conducted during the winter period unless it is carried out in ac- 
cordance with Title 14, Califomia Code of Régulations, Section 914.7, subsections (a) and (b). 

(g) No minor timberland conversion shall be conducted without a valid on-site copy of the zoning permit is- 
sued for the conversion. 

(h) No minor timberland conversion shall include the cutting or removal of any old growth redwood unless a 
registered professional forester certifies in writing that the tree poses a serious danger to persons or prop- 
erty. (Ord. No. 4985 § l(f), 1996.) 

Sec. 26-88-150. Timberland conversions of less than three acres in the TP (timberland production) 
district. 

The planning director shall be responsible for verifying to the Califomia Department of Forestry and Fire Protec- 
tion that any proposed timberland conversion of less than three (3) acres in the TP (timberland production) dis- 
trict is in conformance with ail county regulatory requirements. (Ord. No. 4985 § l(g), 1996.) 

Sec. 26-88-160. Major timberland conversions. 

This section establishes standards for major timberland conversions. 

(a) Permitted Use, Zoning Districts. Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this section, major tim- 
berland conversions shall be a use permitted with a use permit in the RRD, RRDWA, and TP zoning dis- 
tricts, and a permitted use in ail other zoning districts. Major timberland conversions may convert timber- 
land to any permitted use or use permitted with a use permit in ail zoning districts, except for the TP zon- 
ing district. In the TP zoning district, major timberland conversions may be undertaken only to convert 
timberland to a permitted use or use permitted with a use peraiit that does not significantly detract firom the 
use of the property for, or inhibit, timber production. 
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(b) Pennit Requirement. A major timberland conversion shall require use pennit approval in compliance with 
this chapter in the RRD, RRDWA, and TP zoning districts, except for a major timberland conversion to 
convert timberland to a minor public service use or facility, which shall be a peraiitted use and shall not re- 
quire a use perniit. The minor public service use or facility itself, however, shall require use pennit ap- 
proval in compliance with this chapter. 

(c) Application Requirements. The use permit application for a major timberland conversion shall include ail 
of the information and materials required by Section 26-92-1 70, and, where the Califomia Department of 
Forestry and Pire Protection is the lead agency, the timberland conversion permit, timber harvestingplan, 
and enviromnental documents approved by that agency for the proposed major timberland conversion. 

(d) Criteria for Approval. A use permit for a major timberland conversion shall not be approved unless the dé- 
cision maker makes the findings required by Section 26-92-080, and détermines that the proposed major 
timberland conversion complies with the following standards: 

(1) The proposed major timberland conversion includes substantial public benefits that outweigh the 
long-term loss of timberland, considering both the quantity and quahty of the timberland being con- 
verted and the timberland being preserved pursuant to subsection (d)(2) of this section. 

(2) Two (2) acres of timberland with a natural slope no steeper than fîfty percent (50%) are permanently 
preserved for timber production for each acre of timberland being converted, subject to the following 
requirements: 

(i) The preserved timberland shall be subject to the review and approval of the décision maker as 
part of the use permit approval for the proposed major timberland conversion. 

(ii) The preserved timberland shall be enforceably restricted with a perpétuai protective easement 
preserving and conserving the preserved timberland for timber production, while protecting any 
riparian or other biotic resources on the preserved timberland consistent with applicable fédéral, 
State, and county statutes, ordinances, rules, and régulations. The protective easement shall be 
dedicated to the county or a public agency or qualifîed nonprofit organization approved by the 
county, and shall be recorded prior to commencement of timber opérations for the major tim- 
berland conversion. 

(iii) The preserved timberland shall be located within the county, either on the same property as the 
timberland being converted or on other property in the local area. 

(iv) The preserved timberland shall be contiguous to other timberland where contiguity is feasible 
and is necessary or désirable to better ensure the viability of the preserved timberland for timber 
production. 

(v) The preserved timberland shall hâve the same site classification or higher as the timberland be- 
ing converted. 
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(vi) Any preserved timberland that does not meet state stocking standards shall be rehabilitated in 
compliance with the following requirements: 

(A) The understocked preserved timberland shall be rehabilitated to meet state stocking stan- 
dards within five (5) years after the use perniit approval for the proposed major timberland 
conversion. The rehabilitation shall be conducted by or under the supervision of a regis- 
tered professional forester. Timber seedling planting for the rehabilitation shall be com- 
pleted and verified by the registered professional forester prior to commencement of tim- 
ber opérations for the major timberland conversion, Upon completion of the rehabilitation, 
the registered professional forester shall certify that the preserved timberland meets state 
stocking standards. 

(B) Perfonnance of the rehabilitation shall be guaranteed by a bond or other fonn of security 
acceptable to the planning director in the amount of one hundred percent ( 1 00%) of the to- 
tal estimated cost of the rehabilitation. The security shall be released upon certification by 
the registered professional forester that the preserved timberland meets state stocking 
standards. The county may redeem the security, complète the rehabilitation with its own 
forces or by contract, and use the security to offset the costs of such undertaking where 
satisfactory progress is not made toward completion of the rehabilitation in a timely man- 
ner, or where at the conclusion of the fîve (5) year rehabilitation period the preserved tim- 
berland does not meet state stocking standards. (Ord. No. 5695 § 1 , 2007: Ord. No. 565 1 
§ l(y), 2006.) 

Sec. 26-88-170. Compliance with right to farm ordinance. 

Any use subject to the provisions of this chapter shall comply with the right to farm ordinance set forth in Chap- 
ter 30 of this code. (Ord. No. 5203 § 3, 1999.) 

Sec. 26-88-180. Agricultural homesite parcels. 

A lot line adjustment approved pursuant to Chapter 25 of this code may create an agricultural homesite parcel in 
the diverse agriculture zoning district having a parcel size less than ten (10) acres if the lot line adjustment com- 
piles with ail of the following requirements: 

(a) AH of the affected parcels hâve a diverse agriculture gênerai plan land use désignation and are in the di- 
verse agriculture zoning district. No other gênerai plan and zoning désignations shall qualify, 

(b) Ail of the affected parcels are in one ownership and hâve been owned by the same owner for at least ten 
(10) years. 

(c) Ail of the affected parcels are subject to a land conservation contract entered into pursuant to the Califomia 
Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 5 1200) of Division 1 of Title 5 of 
the Government Code). 

(d) Ail of the affected parcels hâve adéquate potential for suitable water supply and sewage disposai. 
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(e) The agricultural homesite parce] contains, at the time the lot line adjustment is approved, a résidence that 
has existed on the property for at least five (5) years and is subject to Section 428 of the Revenue and 
Taxation Code. The other affected parcels shall each hâve a suitable building site or sites outside of géo- 
logie or flood hazard areas, and designated open space areas. 

(f) The lot line adjustment will not resuit in an agricultural homesite parcel that is less than one and one-half 
(1 1/2) acres in size or any other affected parcel that is less than ten (10) acres in size for type I préserves, 
forty (40) acres in size for type II préserves, or the established minimum lot size, whichever is more restric- 
tive. 

(g) No other agricultural homesite parcels shall hâve been created on the affected parcels pursuant to this sec- 
tion or Section 66474.4 of the Government Code for at least ten (10) years preceding the lot line adjust- 
ment, nor shall any other agricultural homesite parcels be created on the affected parcels pursuant to this 
section or Section 66474.4 of the Government Code for at least ten (10) years following the lot line ad- 
justment. 

(h) No subdivision of the affected parcels shall hâve occurred since the adoption of the 1989 gênerai plan. 

(i) A note shall be included on the deed creating the agricultural homesite parcel indicating that the agricul- 
tural homesite parcel is in an area of agricultural production and may be subject to agricultural nuisances in 
the forai of noise, light, spraying, odors or other conditions associated with productive agriculture. 

(j) An agricultural nuisance easement and covenant approved by the county surveyor shall be recorded con- 
currently with the deed creating the agricultural homesite parcel. The agricultural nuisance easement and 
covenant shall be in favor of the other affected parcels and shall contain, at a minimum, a restriction on the 
ability of the owner of the agricultural homesite parcel to maintain either administrative or légal proceed- 
ings for the purpose of limiting or interfering with the agricultural uses or practices on the other affected 
parcels. The agricultural nuisance easement and covenant shall also contain a provision that requires the 
owner of the agricultural homesite parcel to maintain the agricultural homesite parcel in a manner which 
prevents the breeding of pests harmfiil to agricultural opérations on the other affected parcels and which in- 
sures that the agricultural homesite parcel will not interfère with the agricultural use of the other affected 
parcels. 

(k) The agricultural homesite parcel shall be excluded firom the benefîts of the land conservation contract after 
the lot line adjustment and shall be removed from the contract either by nonrenewal or cancellation of the 
contract insofar as it applies to the agricultural homesite parcel. (Ord. No. 5082 § 1, 1997.) 
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Sec. 26-88-190. Limitations on lot Une adjiistments. 

(a) Notwithstanding any ether provision of this code, except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this 
section, ail lot line adjustments shall be subject to the following limitations: 

(1) No lot line adjustment shall resuit in increased subdivision potential for any affected parcel; 

(2) No lot line adjustment shall resuit in a greater number of developable parcels than existed prior 
to the adjustment. To be deemed a developable parcel for the puiposes of this subsection, a parcel 
shall comply with one of the following lequirements: 

(i) The parcel meets ail of the following criteria: 

(A) The parcel has légal access to a public road or right-of-way, or is served by an existing 
private road that connects to a public road or right-of-way; and 

(B) The parcel is served by public sewer, or the parcel, as determined by the plaiming 
director, is likely to meet the criteria for approval of an on-site sewage disposai System 
for a one bedroom résidence, as specifîed in Chapters 7 and 24 of this code and in the 
basin plans adopted by the apphcable régional water quality control board, without the 
use of an off-site septic easement. For the purposes of this subsection, "served by public 
sewer" shall mean either that a parcel is currentiy receiving public sewer service or that 
a public agency providing such service has stated in writing and without qualification 
that it wiîl serve the parcel; and 

(C) On parcels less than twenty-five (25) acres, the parcel is served by public water supply, 
or the parcel is located within an Area 1, 2, or 3 groundwater availability area as shown 
on Figures RC-2a to RC-2i of the gênerai plan. Where public water service is not 
available and where the parcel is located within an Area 4 groundwater availability area, 
a well or spring yield test, as defîned in Section 7-12 of this code, shall be required 
to demonstrate that an adéquate water supply is available on-site or off-site. For the 
puiposes of this subsection, "served by public water supply" shall mean either that a 
parcel is currentiy receiving public water service or that a public agency providing such 
service has stated in writing and without qualification that it will serve the parcel; or 

(ii) The parcel has an existing légal dwelling unit or had a légal dwelling unit which was 
destroyed by fire or other calamity within the last five (5) years. 

(b) The provisions of subsection (a)(2) shall not apply to any of the following: 

(1) Any lot line adjustment where ail of the affected parcels are in the CO (administrative and 
professional office). Cl (neighborhood commercial), C2 (retail business and service), C3 (gênerai 
commercial), LC (limited commercial), K (récréation and visitor-serving), MP (industrial park). 
Ml (limited urban iadustrial), M2 (heavy industrial), M3 (limited rural industrial), or PF (public 
facilities) zoning districts; 

(2) Any lot line adjustment where ail of the parcels resulting firom the lot line adjustment comply with 
the applicable density and minimum lot size requirements of this chapter and the gênerai plan; 
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(3) Any lot line adjustment where ail of the affected parcels were lawfiilly created on or after March 
1, 1967; 

(4) Any lot line adjustment where ail of the affected parcels are in the LIA (land intensive agriculture), 
LEA (land extensive agriculture), or DA (diverse agriculture) zoning districts, provided that ail 
of the parcels resulting from the lot line adjustment are a minimum of ten (10) acres in size and 
the owners of those parcels ail record covenants, in a fonn satisfactory to county counsel, 
prohibiting any new residential development on the parcels for a period of ten (10) years, except 
for agricultural employée housing, farm family housing, and seasonal and year-round fannworker 
housing, as allowed by the applicable zoning district; 

(5) Any lot line adjustment for which an application was filed and determined to be complète by the 
planning department on or before March 23, 1999, provided that the application is not thereafter 
withdrawn, denied, or substantially revised. (Ord. No. 5154 § l(b), 1999.) 
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Article 89 - Affordable Housing Program Requirements and Incentives 

Sections: 

26-89-010 -Purpose 

26-89-020 - Applicability 

26-89-030 - Administration and General Requirements 

26-89-040 - Affordable Housing Requirements for Residential Development 

26-89-045 - Worl^force Housing Program Requirements 

26-89-050 - Density Bonus Programs 

26-89-060 - Affordable Housing Incentives 

26-89-070 - Design and Construction Standards 

26-89-080 - Ownership Unit Occupancy and Long-Term Restrictions 

26-89-090 - Rental Unit Occupancy and Long-Term Restrictions 

26-89-100 - Affordable Housing Agreements 

26-89-1 10 - Spécial Needs Housing Agreements 

26-89-010 - Purpose 

The provisions of this Article are intended to: 

A. Implement the Housing Elément of the General Plan, and the requirements of State law (Govermuent Code 
Section 65915, et seq.).. 

B. Achieve a balanced community with a wide range of housing available for households of ail income levels. 

C. Increase the supply of housing units for moderate-, low-, very low- and extremely low-income and senior 
households who are most in need of housing. 

D. Increase the supply of housing for the disabled, large familles, and other households with spécial housing 
needs, as defined in the Housing Elément. 

E. Ensure that new affordable housing units are constructed in proportion to the overall increase in new hous- 
ing units. 

F. Address the need for affordable housing related to employment growth associated with new or expanded 
non-residential development. 

G. Ensure that the remaining developable land within the County is utilized in a manner consistent with the 
County's affordable housing goals, objectives, policies, and programs. 

H. Provide affordable housing units that are compatible in character and quality with their surrounding 
neighborhoods; and 

I. Maintain the physical condition and affordability of units produced through the provisions of this Article 
over time. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 4 (Exh. C), 2007: Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005) 
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26-89-020 - Applicability 

The provisions of this Article shali apply to ail proposed residential projects, unless otherwise provided in this 
Article. (Ord. 571 1 § 4 (Exh. C), 2007: Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005) 

26-89-030 - Administration and General Requirements 

A. Administrative responsibility. The requirements and procédures of this Article shall be administered by 
the Department, and the Sonoma County Community Development Commission, hereafter referred to as 
the "CDC." The Board of Supervisors shall adopt policies for the purposes of administering the Afford- 
able Housing Program which may be amended from time to time. 

B. Affordable Housing Requirements. Unless otherwise exempt under Section 26.89.040(6), any person 
who constructs one or more residential units shall provide affordable housing through either on-site con- 
struction of the required affordable units, an alternative équivalent action, or payment of an in-lieu fee, in 
accordance with Section 26.89.040. 

C. Calculation of base units, affordable or spécial needs units, and density bonus units. The following 
requirements apply to calculations performed in the administration of the provisions of this Article regard- 
ing base, affordable or spécial needs and density bonus units. 

1. When calculating the number of base dwelling units allowed on the site in compliance with this 
Zoning Ordinance, any décimal fraction shall be disregarded. 

2. Density bonus units are counted in the total when determining the number of affordable units re- ^^É 
quired in a Housing Opportunity Area Program Type A or Type C project. ^^ 

3. Density bonus units are not counted when determining the number of affordable or spécial needs 
units required in a State density bonus project, nor in determining the number of units that qualify 
the project for a State density bonus. 

4. When calculating the number of affordable or spécial needs units required, any décimal fraction 
shall be counted as a whole unit, except as specifically provided by Section 26.89.040(E). 

5 . When calculating the number of density bonus units to be granted to an applicant, a fractional unit 
shall be rounded up to the nearest whole number. 

6. A second dwelling unit shall not be considered a base unit, when performing calculations, to meet 
the affordable housing, workforce housing, or density bonus program requirements, and shall not be 
considered as an affordable unit or spécial needs unit except when meeting the affordable housing 
requirement for one (1) single-family home on one (1) single lot, as provided in Section 
26.89.040.E., or if provided under an Affordable Housing Agreement and approved as an Alterna- 
tive Equivalent Proposai pursuant to Section 26-89-040 (G) and the requirements of 26-89-070. 

D. Design and construction standards. Ail affordable and spécial needs housing units provided in compli- 
ance with this Article shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the standards in Section 
26.89.070 (Design and Construction Standards). 
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E. Affordable housing incentives. A residential project that complies with the requirements of this Article 
through the actual construction of affordable units on-site may be entitled to incentives in compliance with 
Section 26.89.060 (Affordable Housing Incentives). 

F. Density bonus available. A residential project that complies with the requirements of this Aiticle through 
the actual construction of affordable units on-site may also qualify for a density bonus pursuant to Section 
26.89.050 (Density Bonus Programs). 

G. Housing Proposai required. Applicants for residential projects shall submit, with the initial project appli- 
cation, an Affordable Housing Proposai or Spécial Needs Housing Proposai, as applicable, which shall in- 
clude a site plan and a detailed proposai statement describing how the project will comply with the provi- 
sions of this Article (i.e., provision of units, payment of in-lieu fées, or alternative équivalent action). The 
Housing Proposai shall include a listing of the number, type, size, tenure, number of bedrooms and pro- 
posed affordability level for each and every unit within the development. No application for any residen- 
tial project shall be deemed complète until the Housing Proposai is submitted. Modifications to an existing 
application shall be considered a new application. The Housing Proposai shall be considered and acted 
upon by the Décision Maker at the same time as the permit for the residential project that is the subject of 
the Proposai. Project approvals and conditions shall incorporate the provisions of the Housing Proposai, as 
approved or modifîed by the Décision Maker. 

H. Permit requirements. Implementation of the Affordable Housing Proposai or Spécial Needs Housing 
Proposai shall be ensured through the foUowing, as applicable: 

1 . Discretionary permits. Each discretionary permit authorizing a residential project, including tenta- 
tive maps, shall contain a condition detailing the actions required for compliance with this Article 
(i.e., in-lieu fées, alternative action or on-site construction of the affordable units). 

2. Final or Parcel Maps. Each Final Map or Parcel Map shall bear a note indicating the method of 
compliance with the requirements of this Article, and stating that an Affordable Housing Agreement 
or Spécial Needs Housing Agreement shall be recorded, in-lieu fées paid, or alternative action un- 
dertaken pursuant to Section 26.89.040(0) or 26.89.045(F), prior to issuance of a Building Permit 
with respect to each parcel created by the map, 

3. Building Permits. Unless the unit is exempt under Section 26.89.040(A) (Exempt Projects), no 
Building Permit shall be issued for a residential unit until the applicant has demonstrated compli- 
ance with this Article through recordation of an Affordable Housing Agreement or Spécial Needs 
Housing Agreement, through payment of the appropriate in-lieu fee, or through other alternative ac- 
tion authorized pursuant to Section 26.89.040(0). 

I. Timing of construction. Ail affordable or spécial needs dwelling units shall be constructed concurrent 
with, or before, the construction of the market rate units, except where in-lieu fées are paid or alternative 
action taken pursuant to Section 26.89.040(0). If the County approves a phased project, the required af- 
fordable or spécial needs units shall be provided within each phase of the residential project in the same 
proportion as in the project as a whole. 

J. Project Approval. A residential project for extremely low, very low, low or moderate income households 
shall be approved, or approved with conditions, as deemed appropriate by the décision maker unless any 
one of the following findings is made: 
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1 . The Housing Elément has been revised in compliance with Government Code Section 65588 and is 
in substantial compliance with the Government Code, and the development project is not needed for 
the County to meet its share of the régional housing need for very low-, low- or moderate-income 
housing; or, 

2. The development project as proposed would hâve a spécifie, adverse impact upon the public health 
or safety, and there is no feasible method to satisfactorily mitigate or avoid the spécifie adverse im- 
pact without rendering the development unaffordable to low- and moderate-income households. As 
used in this paragraph, a "spécifie, adverse impact" means a significant, quantifiable, direct, andun- 
avoidable impact, based on objective, identified written public health or safety standards, policies, 
or conditions as they existed on the date the application was deemed complète; or, 

3. The déniai of the project or imposition of conditions is required in order to comply with spécifie 
State or Fédéral law, and there is no feasible method to comply without rendering the development 
unaffordable to low- and moderate-income households; or 

4. The development project is proposed on land zoned for agriculture or resource préservation that is 
surrounded on at least two sides by land being used for agricultural or resource préservation pur- 
poses; or 

5. The proposed development does not hâve adéquate water or wastewater facilities to serve the pro- 
ject; or 

6. The development project is inconsistent with both the zoning and General Plan land use désignation 
as specified in any élément of the General Plan as it existed on the date the application was deemed 
complète, provided however that no development project shall be denied based upon this finding if 
it is proposed on a site that is identified in the General Plan Housing Elément for very low, low or 
moderate income households and is consistent with the density provided in the Housing Elément. 

K. Housing Agreement required for affordable and spécial needs units. If a residential proj ect will com- 
ply with the requirements of this Article through the actual construction of affordable or spécial needs 
housing units, the property owner shall exécute an Affordable Housing Agreement (in compliance with 
Section 26.89.1 00) or a Spécial Needs Housing Agreement (in compliance with Section 26.89. 110) prior to 
any of the following: 

1 . Any ministerial action by the County with regard to the project; 

2. Recordation of a Final Map; or 

3. Issuance of a Building Permit for any unit within the project. 

The provisions contained within an Affordable Housing Agreement or a Spécial Needs Housing Agree- 
ment shall be enforceable by the County, and any violation of such Agreements shall constitute a violation 
of this Code. (Ord. 571 1 § 4 (Exh. C), 2007: Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005) 
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26-89-040 - Affordable Housing Requirements for Residential Development 

A. Applicability and Requirements. Unless otherwise exempt under Section 26.89.040(8), any person who 
constructs or develops one or more residential units, whether a single family home, units in multifamily 
dwellings, or by condominium conversions or otherwise, shall provide affordable housing through one or 
more of the following three (3) methods: 

1 . On-site construction of the required affordable units, which shall be encouraged wherever feasible. 
Provide the required affordable unit(s) on-site, in accordance with the Section 26.89.040(C); or 

2 . Payment of in-lieu fee. Pay a fee in lieu of the construction of the required affordable units pursuant 
to Section 26.89.040(F); or 

3. Alternative équivalent actions. Perfonn an alternative équivalent action pursuant to Section 
26.89.040(0); which may be allowed to fulfill the affordable housing requirements of this Section if 
approved by the Board of Supervisors, at its sole discrétion. 

B. Exempt Projects. The affordable housing requirements of this Section shall not apply to tlie following 
exempt projects and unit types: 

1 . Proj ect with vested rights. A proj ect that demonstrates a vested right to proceed without complying 
with this Section. 

2. Affordable units. Affordable units which are subject to an Affordable Housing Agreement. 

3. Small Units. Small housing units of not more than 1,000 square feet in gross living area, second 
dwelling units, and single room occupancy units. 

4. Agricultural related housing. Farm family units, agricultural employée units, farm worker housing. 

5. Alternative housing. Homeless shelters, transitional housing, community care facilities, group 
homes, and similar state licensed care facilities. 

6. Dweïling unit destroyed by fïre or natural catastrophe. Repair, reconstruction or replacement of a 
légal dwelling unit that is destroyed by fire or natural catastrophe, provided that a building permit 
for repair, reconstruction or replacement has been issued and construction begun within ten years of 
destruction. 

7. Residential remodels and minor additions that add no more than 1 ,000 square feet. Remodels and 
additions that add no more than 1 ,000 square feet to existing, légal dwelling units that do not resuit 
in the création of an additional unit. 

8 . Replacements. Replacement of an existing, légal dwelling unit where the total living area within the 
replacement unit is no more than 1,000 SF greater than the living area within the unit being re- 
placed. 

9. Lots with Existing Affordable Units. The construction or establishment of one ( 1 ) new home on one 
(1) single lot, when the subject lot contains an existing Second Dwelling Unit, Farm Family Unit, or 
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Ag Employée Unit that is subject to an Affordable Housing Agreement to maintain long-temi af- 
fordability pursuant to 26-89-100. 

C. Number of affordable units required. 

1 . Ownership projects. At least 20 percent of ail new dwelling units in an ownership residential pro- 
ject shall be affordable, and shall be constructed and completed at the same time as the market rate 
units in the same project. 

a. Level of affordability required. At least one-half of the total number of required affordable 
units shall be provided as affordable to low-income households. The remaining affordable 
units may be provided as affordable to households with moderate or low incomes. If the 
number of required affordable units is an odd number, the number of units affordable to 
moderate income households may be one greater than the number affordable to low-income 
households, so long as at least one low-income unit is provided. 

b. Units developed within a redevelopment project area. For new or rehabilitated dwelling 
units developed by public or private entities or persons (other than a Redevelopment 
Agency), at least 1 5% of ail units must be occupied by, and provided at costs affordable to, 
persons of very low, low, or moderate income unless the Redevelopment Agency and the 
Board of Supervisors approves an Affordable Housing Plan pursuant to Section 26-89-040 
(G), Alternative Equivalent Proposais. Of the units required to be affordable, not less than 
40% shall be occupied by, and provided as affordable to, very low-income households. 

2. Rental projects. Within each rental residential project, (i) at least 15 percent of ail new dwelling 
units shall be affordable to low- and very low-income households, or (ii) at least 10 percent of ail 
new dwelling units shall be affordable to very low- and extremely low-income households. Afford- 
able units shall be constructed and completed at the same time as the market-rate units within the 
development. 

a. Level of affordability required - 15% option. At least one-half of the total number of re- 
quired affordable units shall be provided as affordable to very low-income households. The 
remaining affordable units may be provided as affordable to low- or very low-income house- 
holds. If the niimber of required affordable units is an odd number, the number of units af- 
fordable to low-income households may be one greater than the number affordable to very 
low-income households. 

b. Level of affordability required - 1 0% option. At least one-half of the total number of re- 
quired affordable units shall be provided as affordable to extremely low-income households. 
The remaining affordable units may be provided as affordable to very low-income or ex- 
tremely low-income households. If the number of required affordable units is an odd num- 
ber, the number of units affordable to very low-income households may be one greater than 
the number affordable to extremely low-income households. 

c. Units developed within a redevelopment project area. For new or rehabilitated dwelling units 
developed by public or private entities or persons (other than a Redevelopment Agency), at 
least 1 5% of ail units must be occupied by, and provided at costs affordable to, persons of very 
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low, low, or moderate income unless the Redevelopment Agency and the Board of Supervisors 
approves an Affordable Housing Plan pursuant to Section 26-89-040 (G), Alternative Equiva- 
lent Proposais. Of the units required to be affordable, not less than 40% shall be occupied by, 
and provided as affordable to, very low-income households. 

3. Condominium Conversion Projects. Within each project converting existing rental units or lots to 
condominium ownership, including common interest developments, at least thirty (30) percent of the 
converted units shall be offered for sale as affordable to low and very-low income households, as re- 
quired by Housing Elément Policy HE- 1 e or its subséquent équivalent. 

D. Affordable Housing Agreement. Upon approval of any project providing affordable housing on-site in 
accordance with this section, and prior to any ministerial action by the County conceming the project, in- 
cluding the recording of a Final Map, or the issuance of a Building Permit, the property owner shall exé- 
cute an Affordable Housing Agreement in compliance with Section 26.89.100 (Affordable Housing 
Agreements). The housing agreement shall be recorded concurrently with the Final Map, or prior to the is- 
suance of a Building Permit, whichever occurs fîrst. 

E. Fractional Calculations. If calculating the number of units required by Section C, above, results in a frac- 
tion less than 1.0 requirement, the applicant may satisfy that fractional requirement by: 

1 . Constructing an additional affordable unit; or, 

2. On qualifying agricultural parcels, construction or conversion of a unit to an affordable Farm 
Family unit, Agricultural Employée unit, or farmworker bunkhouse, pursuant to the applicable 
provisions within this Chapter and placing that unit under an Affordable Housing Agreement 
pursuant to Section 26-89-100. Fann Family and Agricultural Employée units may be con- 
structed to satisfy a fractional requirement under this Subsection only, and shall not be consid- 
ered a whole unit for the purposes of meeting the affordable unit requirements of this Article; 
or, 

3 . On parcels eligible for a Second Dwelling Unit, construction or conversion of an existing unit 
to a Second Dwelling Unit pursuant to 26-88-060. Second dwelling units may be constructed to 
satisfy the fractional requirement for one (1) new single-family home on one (1) single lot 
only, provided that a covenant is signed by the property owner and recorded to ensure that the 
unit will remain available for rent. Provision of a Second Dwelling Unit shall not otherwise be 
considered as meeting the affordable unit requirements of this Article. In cases involving the 
subdivision of property, provision of a separate Second Dwelling Unit on each lot may meet the 
affordable unit requirement of this Article only for each lot upon which a Second Dwelling Unit 
is placed and a covenant recorded to ensure that the unit will remain available for rent; or 

4. Paying a Fee. Paying an in-lieu fee in compliance with Subsection F (Affordable Housing In-Lieu 
Fee); or, 

5. Alternative Equivalent. Performing an alternative équivalent action approved by the Board of Su- 
pervisors in compliance with Subsection G (Alternative Equivalent Actions). 
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F. Affordable housing in-lieu fee. An applicant may choose to pay a fee in lieu of providing the affordable 
housing units required by this Section. 

1. Detennination of Fee. The amount and calculation of the affordable housing in-lieu fee shall be 
established by resolution of the Board of Supervisors. Thereafter, the fee shall be increased or de- 
creased annually by the percentage change in the Construction Cost Index for the San Francisco Bay 
Area for the prior year, as reflected in the third quarter Engineering News Record. The affordable 
housing in-lieu fee shall be automatically adjusted, and a new schedule published by the Director of 
PRMD on January 1 of each year, beginning on January 1 , 2007. This adjustment will offset the ef- 
fects of inflation related to construction cost increases or deflation-related cost decreases. If the 
Construction Cost index is discontinued, the Director shall use a comparable index for detennining 
the changes in the médian home costs for Sonoma County. The fee shall be periodically reviewed 
and updated at least every fîve (5) years to reflect any changes in the funding gap for a low-income 
household. 

2. Timing of payment. The in-lieu fee shall be calculated at the time of building permit application. 
The fee shall be paid at the time of issuance of the building pennit for each non-exempt residential 
unit, unless proof is provided that the required affordable housing units will be constructed on site 
or that an alternative équivalent action was previously approved in accordance with Section 
26.89.040(G). 

3. Affordable Housing Li-Lieu Fee Trust Fund Guidelines. There shall be established a separate ac- 
count for affordable housing in-lieu fées within the County Fund for Housing (CFH) as may be nec- 
essary to avoid commingling as required by law, or as deemed appropriate to further the purposes of 
the in lieu fées. The County's use of the in-lieu fées, along with any interest eamings, shall comply 
with the following requirements. 

a. Affordable housing in-lieu fées deposited in the CFH, along with any interest eamings, shall 
be allocated for uses that increase and improve the supply of housing affordable to house- 
holds of extremely low-, very low-, low-, and moderate incomes, including: 

i. The acquisition of property and property rights; and 

ii. The cost of construction including costs associated with planning, administration, and 
design, actual building or installation, development fées, on- and off-site improve- 
ments, and any other costs associated with the planning, predevelopment, permitting, 
construction and financing of affordable housing. 

b. Monies may also be used to cover actual administrative expenses incurred by the Department 
or the CDC in connection with affordable housing and not otherwise reimbursed through 
processing and other fées, including: 

i. Reasonable consultant and légal expenses related to the establishment and/or admini- 
stration of the in lieu fee account; 

ii . Reasonable expenses for administering the process of calculating, collecting, and ac- 
counting for in lieu fées authorized by this Section; and 
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iii. County and CDC administrative costs for prqject development, pemiitting, post de- 
velopment code compliance, and the ongoing monitoring of affordable housing pro- 
jects constructed with in lieu fées trust funds. 

Adéquate cost accounting procédures shall be utilized and documented for ail such expendi- 
tures. 

c. No portion of the collected in-lieu fées shall be diverted to other purposes by way of loan or 
otherwise. 

G. Alternative Equivalent Actions. The Board of Supervisors may, at its sole discrétion, approve an alterna- 
tive équivalent action to the provision of the affordable units on site or payment of the in-lieu fee, as fol- 
lows. 

1. Scope of alternative proposais. Proposais for an alternative équivalent action may include: 

a. The dedication of vacant land (see Subsection G. 5, Standards for land dedications); or, 

b. The construction of affordable rental or ovmership units on another site within the unincor- 
porated area of the county; or 

c. The acquisition and enforcement of rental or sales price restrictions on existing market rate 
dwelling units in compliance with this Article. 

2. Content of proposai. A proposai for an équivalent alternative action shall show how the requested 
alternative action will further affordable housing opportunities in the County to an equal or greater 
extent than the actual provision of the affordable housing units on site in compliance with Subsec- 
tion C (Number of affordable units required), or payment of the in-lieu housing fee in compliance 
with Subsection F (Affordable housing in-lieu fee). 

3 . Review and approval. Only the Board of Supervisors can approve an équivalent alternative action 
under this Section. A proposai for an alternative équivalent action may be approved by the Board of 
Supervisors only if the Board fînds that the alternative action will further affordable housing oppor- 
tunities in the County to an equal or greater extent than the construction of the required affordable 
units as part of the project or payment of the in lieu housing fee. 

4. Performance of Alternative Action. After approval by the Board of Supervisors of a proposai for an 
alternative action, entitlements for that alternative action must be processed concuiTent with the 
market-rate projects. If the alternative action includes construction of affordable units on another 
site or the acquisition and enforcement of rental/sales price restrictions on existing market rate units, 
an affordable Housing Agreement pursuant to Section 26.89. 100 shall be recorded for each of those 
units prior to recordation of any Final Map for, or issuance of any Building Permit within, the mar- 
ket-rate project, and the affordable units shall be constructed or acquired concurrent with, or before, 
the construction of the market rate units. 

5. Standards for land dedications. 
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a. Offers of dedication. An applicant who proposes to dedicate land located within unincorpo- 
rated Sonoma County in lieu of constructing the affordable units required by this Section 
shall offer such land dedication as a part of the initial application for project approval. The 
applicant's offer shall describe the site, shall offer it for dedication at no cost to the County, 
and shall include a site plan illustrating the feasibility of locating and constructing the num- 
ber of required affordable units for which the applicant is requesting in-lieu crédit. 

b. Site suitability and appraisal. 

i. The applicant shall provide a site suitability analysis which demonstrates that the land 
proposed for dedication is suitable for the development of affordable housing in ternis 
of size, location, gênerai plan land use désignation, availability of services, proxiinity 
to public transit, adjacent land uses, access, physical characteristics and configuration, 
and other relevant planning criteria. PRMD staff shall evaluate the site suitability 
analysis, identify the site 's projected unit capacity, and recommend to the Décision 
Maker whether the site should be accepted or conditionally accepted. An environ- 
mental évaluation may be required as a part of the site suitability analysis. 

ii. The applicant shall provide an appraisal of the land proposed for dedication. The ap- 
praisal shall be prepared by a qualified land appraiser and shall conform to the Uni- 
form Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice as adopted by the Appraisal Stan- 
dards Board of the Appraisal Foundation. 

iii. Ail County staff costs associated with the detennination of site suitability, and ail ex- 
penses incurred to detemiine légal status of site, to perform environmental assess- 
ments and to obtain an appraisal, shall be borne by the applicant. 

c. Number of units credited to dedication of land. Following review of the appraisal and site 
suitability analysis, the County shall detemiine the number of required affordable housing 
units for which the applicant will receive crédit upon dedication of the site. 

i. The County will offer to crédit the applicant for the land dedication only to the extent 
that the appraised value of the land to be dedicated equals the full development cost of 
providing the required affordable units, including both land costs and construction 
costs. 

ii. If the appraised value of the land is less than the total projected development cost for 
the number of affordable units required, the applicant will be credited with only the 
number of affordable units for which development costs are covered by the value of 
the land. 

iii. The applicant shall agrée to provide any remaining affordable units required by this 
Section on the project site, or to pay an in-lieu fee for the remaining number of re- 
quired units. 

d. Procédure for acceptance of site. The County shall not accept an offer of dedication nor ap- 
prove the proposed residential project until such time as the conditions of acceptance of the 
land, if any, hâve been completed by the applicant. The County' s formai acceptance of the 
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offer of dedication shall take place concurrently with its approval of the residential project. 
The grant deed dedicating the site to the County, or to a developer of affordable housing ap- 
proved by the County, shall be recorded prior to issuance of any Building Pemiit within the 
market rate project. (Ord. 571 1 § 4 (Exh. C), 2007: Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005) 

26-89-045 - Workforce Housing Program Requirements 

A. Applicability and Requirements. Unless otherwise exempt under Section 26-89-045(6), any person who 
constructs new or expanded non-residential development, shall contribute to the County 's affordable hous- 
ing program through one or more of the foUowing three methods: 

1 . On-site construction of the required affordable units. Provide the required affordable unit(s) on-site, 
pursuant to Section 26.89.045(C) as allowed by the underlying zoning district (i.e., mixed use, 
work/live); or 

2. Payment of in-lieu fee. Pay a fee in lieu of the construction of the required affordable units pursuant 
to Section 26.89.045(F); or 

3. Alternative équivalent actions. Perform an alternative équivalent action pursuant to Section 
26.89.045(0); which may be allowed to fulfîll the affordable housing requirements of this Section if 
approved by the Board of Supervisors, at its sole discrétion. 

B. Exempt Projects. The affordable housing requirements of this Section shall not apply to the following 
exempt projects: 

1 . Proj ect with vested rights. A proj ect that demonstrates a vested right to proceed without complying 
with this Section. 

2. Public and nonprofit projects. Public projects and nonprofit projects which provide a public benefit 
to the community. 

3 . Redevelopment areas. AU proj ects located within a County redevelopment area which already con- 
tributes tax incrément revenues to affordable housing. 

4. Small projects and additions. Small projects and additions of less than 2,000 square feet in total 
gross floor area. 

5 . Floor Area Discount. The requirements of this Section shall not apply to the first 2,000 square feet 
of non-residential floor area in ail new developments. 

6. Structures destroyed by fire or natural catastrophe. Repair, reconstruction or replacement of a légal 
non-residential structure that is destroyed by fîre or natural catastrophe, provided that a building 
permit for repair, reconstruction or replacement has been issued and construction begun within ten 
years of destruction. 

7. Non-residential replacements or remodels. Remodels or replacements to existing, légal structures 
that do not resuit in the création of additional floor area. 
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8, Projects that clearly do not contribute to the demand for affordable housing, such as umnanned util- 
ity structures, parking garages, and ag exempt structures. 

C. Number of affordable units required. An affordable housing unit requirement is established for non- 
residential development in accordance with the following Table 1 : 



• 



Table 1 


Type of Non-residential Development 


Number of New Extremely Low-, Very Low-, and 

Low-Income Households 

(per 1,000 square feet of floor area)^ ^ 


Commercial, Office, Médical, and Hotels 


' .05 


Light Industry, Warehousing, Manufacturing, Re- 
search and Development, Food and Agricultural 
Processing 


.06 


Retail, restaurants and commercial services 


.09 


Notes: 1 . For purposes of this table, the floor area excludes ail garage areas permanently allocated for employée or customer 
vehicle parking. 
2. Ail Êractional units shall be rounded up to the nearest whole number. 



a. Level of affordability required. At least one-half of the total number of required affordable 
units shall be provided as affordable to very low-income households. The remaining afford- 
able units may be provided as affordable to households with low incomes. If the number of 
required affordable units is an odd number, the number of units affordable to low-income 
households may be one greater than the number affordable to very low-income households, 
so long as at least one very low-income unit is provided. 

D. Fractional units. If calculating the number of units required by this Section results in a fractional unit re- 
quirement, the applicant may satisfy that fractional unit requirement by: 

1 . Constructing an additional affordable unit; or 

2. Paying an in-lieu fee in compliance with Subsection E (Workforce Housing In-Lieu Fee); or, 

3. Performing an alternative équivalent action approved by the Board of Supervisors in compliance 
with Subsection G (Alternative Equivalent Actions). 

E. Workforce housing in-lieu fee. An applicant may choose to pay a fee in lieu of providing the affordable 
housing units required by this Section. 

1 . Détermination of Fee. The amount of the workforce housing fee shall be established by resolution 
of the Board of Supervisors. Thereafter, begiiming on January 1, 2009, the fee shall be increased or 
decreased annually by the percentage change in the Construction Cost Index for the San Francisco 
Bay Area for the prior year, as reflected in the third quarter Engineering News Record. The work- 
force housing fee shall be automatically adjusted, and a new schedule published by the Director of 
PRMD, on January 1 of each year. This adjustment will offset the effects of inflation related to 
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construction cost increases or deflation-related cost decreases. If the Construction Cost index is dis- 
continued, the Director shall use a comparable index for detemiining the changes in the médian 
home costs for Sonoma County. The fee shall be periodically reviewed and updated at least every 
fîve (5) years to reflect any changes in the funding gap for a low-income household. 

Timing of payment. The in-lieu fee shall be calculated at the time of building perniit application. 
The fee shall be paid at the time of issuance of the building pemiit for each non-residential project, 
unless proof is provided that the required affordable housing units will be constructed on-site or that 
an alternative équivalent action was previously approved in accordance with Section 26.89.045(F). 
If the units are to be constructed on-site, no occupancy of the commercial project shall be granted 
until occupancy of the residential units is granted. Where the units are constructed on-site or with 
an alternative action, the Affordable or Spécial Needs Housing Agreement shall specify the timing 
of construction of the affordable or spécial needs housing units, and shall be recorded prior to issu- 
ance of any building pennit for the project. 

Workforce Housing In-Lieu Fee Trust Fund Guidelines. There shall be established a separate ac- 
count for workforce housing in-lieu fées within the County Fund for Housing (CFH) as may be nec- 
essary to avoid commingling as required by law, or as deemed appropriate to further the purposes of 
the in lieu fées. The County's use of the in-lieu fées, along with any interest eamings, shall comply 
with the foUowing requirements. 

a. Affordable housing in-lieu fées deposited in the CFH, along with any interest eamings, shall 
be allocated for uses that increase and improve the supply of housing affordable to house- 
holds of extremely low-, very low-, low-, and moderate incomes, including: 

i. The acquisition of property and property rights for the construction of affordable 
housing; and 

ii. The cost of construction including costs associated with planning, administration, and 
design, actual building or installation, development fées, on- and off-site improve- 
ments, and any other costs associated with the planning, predevelopment, permitting, 
construction and financing of affordable housing. 

b. Monies may also be used to cover actual administrative expenses incurred by the Department 
or the CDC in connection with affordable housing and not otherwise reimbursed through 
processing and other fées, including: 

i. Reasonable consultant and légal expenses related to the establishment and/or admini- 
stration of the in lieu fee account; 

ii. Reasonable expenses for administering the process of calculating, collecting, and ac- 
counting for in lieu fées authorized by this Section; and 

iii. County and CDC administrative costs for project development, pennitting, post- 
development code compliance, and the ongoing monitoring of affordable housing 
projects constructed with in-lieu fee trust funds. 
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Adéquate cost accounting procédures shall be utilized and documented for ail such 
expenditures. 

c. No portion of the collected in-lieu fées shall be diverted to other purposes by way of loan or 
otherwise. 

F. Alternative Equivalent Actions. The Board of Supervisors may, at its sole discrétion, approve an alterna- 
tive équivalent action to the provision of the affordable units on site or payment of the in-lieu fee, as fol- 
lows. 

1. Scope of alternative proposais. Proposais for an alternative équivalent action may include: 

a. The dedication of vacant land (see Subsection G.5, Standards for land dedications); or, 

b. The construction of affordable rental or ownership units on another site within the unincor- 
porated area of the county; or 

c. The acquisition and enforcement of rental/sales price restrictions on existing market rate 
dwelling units in compliance with this Article. 

d. Employer based programs providing direct subsidy to qualifîed employées, including mort- 
gage buy-downs or rental assistance that provides long-term affordability. 

2. Content of proposai. A proposai for an équivalent alternative action shall show how the requested 
alternative action will further affordable housing opportunities in the County to an equal or greater 
extent than the actual provision of the affordable housing units on site in compliance with Subsec- 
tion C (Number of affordable units required), or payment of the in-lieu housing fee in compliance 
with Subsection F (Affordable housing in-lieu fee). 

3 . Review and approval. Only the Board of Supervisors can approve an équivalent alternative action 
under this Section. A proposai for an alternative équivalent action may be approved by the Board of 
Supervisors only if the Board fînds that the alternative action will further affordable housing oppor- 
tunities in the County to an equal or greater extent than the construction of the required affordable 
units as part of the project or payment of the in lieu housing fee. 

4. Performance of Alternative Action. After approval by the Board of Supervisors of a proposai for an 
alternative action, entitlements for that alternative action must be processed concurrent with the 
market -rate projects. If the alternative action includes construction of affordable units on ânother 
site or the acquisition and enforcement of rental/sales price restrictions on existing market rate units, 
an affordable Housing Agreement pursuant to Section 26.89. 1 00 shall be recorded for each of those 
units prior to recordation of any Final Map for, or issuance of any Building Permit within, the mar- 
ket-rate project, and the affordable units shall be constructed or acquired concurrent with, orbefore, 
the construction of the market rate units. 

5. Standards for land dedications. 

a. Offers of dedication. An applicant who proposes to dedicate land located within unincorpo- 
rated Sonoma County in lieu of constructing the affordable units required by this Section 
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shall offer such land dedication as a part of the initial application for project approval. The 
applicant's offer shall describe the site, shall offer it for dedication at no cost to the County, 
and shall include a site plan illustrating the feasibility of locating and constructing the num- 
ber of required affordable units for which the applicant is requesting in-lieu crédit. 

b. Site suitability and appraisal. 

i. The applicant shall provide a site suitability analysis which demonstrates that the land 

proposed for dedication is suitable for the development of affordable housing in tenus 
of size, location, gênerai plan land use désignation, availability of services, proximity 
to public transit, adjacent land uses, access to streets and walkways, physical charac- 
teristics and configuration, and other relevant planning criteria. PRMD staff shall 
evaluate the site suitability analysis, identify the site' s projected unit capacity, and 
recommend to the Décision Maker whether the site should be accepted or condition- 
ally accepted. An enviromnental évaluation may be required as a part of the site suit- 
ability analysis. 

ii. The applicant shall provide an appraisal of the land proposed for dedication. The ap- 
praisal shall be prepared by a qualified land appraiser and shall confonn to the Uni- 
forni Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice as adopted by the Appraisal Stan- 
dards Board of the Appraisal Foundation. 

iii. Ail County staff costs associated with the détermination of site suitability, and ail ex- 
penses incurred to détermine légal status of site, to perfonn enviromnental assess- 
ments and to obtain an appraisal, shall be borne by the applicant. 

c. Number of units credited to dedication of land. Following review of the appraisal and site 
suitability analysis, the County shall détermine the number of required affordable housing 
units for which the applicant will receive crédit upon dedication of the site. 

i. The County will offer to crédit the applicant for the land dedication only to the extent 
that the appraised value of the land to be dedicated equals the full development cost of 
providing the required affordable units, including both land costs and construction 
costs. 

ii . If the appraised value of the land is less than the total proj ected development cost for 
the number of affordable units required, the applicant will be credited with only the 
number of affordable units for which development costs are covered by the value of 
the land. 

iii. The applicant shall agrée to provide any remaining affordable units required by this 
Section on the project site, or to pay an in-lieu fee for the remaining number of re- 
quired units. 

d. Procédure for acceptance of site. The County shall not accept an offer of dedication nor ap- 
prove the proposed non-residential project until such time as the conditions of acceptance of 
the land, if any, hâve been completed by the applicant. The County' s fonnal acceptance of 
the offer of dedication shall take place concurrently with its approval of the non-residential 
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Project. The grant deed dedicating the site to the County, or to a developer of affordable 
housing approved by the County, shall be recorded prior to issuance of any Building Permit 
within the non-residential project. (Ord. 571 1 § 4 (Exh. C), 2007: Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005) 

26-89-050 - Density Bonus Programs 

A. Applicability. A project that is proposed to provide affordable housing units or to provide land for such 
affordable housing units, and which meets or exceeds the minimum thresholds of affordability set forth be- 
low, may request a density bonus in compliance with one of the applicable density bonus programs pro- 
vided by this Section. Only one density bonus program may be applied to each project. Density bonus 
programs shall not be applied to General Plan Amendments and Rezonings, but rather may be approved 
only in conjunction with a development permit (i.e., tentative map, parcel map, use permit or design re- 
view). 

B. Application requirements. The density bonuses provided by this Section shall be granted by the County 
only after the fîling and approval of an application, as follows. 

1 . Application filing. The applicant shall file with the Department an application for a density bonus 
and other incentives in compliance with this Article either prior to, or concurrent with, the submittal 
of an application for discretionary project approval (for example, a tentative map, parcel map, or de- 
sign review). Modifications to an existing application for a density bonus shall be considered a new 
application. 

2. Application requirements. An application shall include the following information: 

a. A detailed development plan and description of the proposed project, including a Housing 
Proposai pursuant to Section 26,89. 030(G) (Housing Proposai Required) outliningthenum- 
ber, type, size, tenure, number of bedrooms and proposed affordability level for each and 
every unit within the development. 

b. The density bonus program under which the application is fîled (State density bonus pro- 
gram, Supplemental density bonus program, Mixed use project density bonus. Type A Hous- 
ing Opportunity Area Program or Type C Housing Opportunity Program). 

c. The type of density bonus incentive requested, of those listed in Section 26. 89.060 (Afford- 
able Housing Licentives). 

d. If more than one incentive is requested pursuant to Section 26.89.060(B) (Affordable Hous- 
ing Licentives: Additional Incentives), a statement of why the project is eligible for such ad- 
ditional incentives. Eligibility for the additional incentive may be shown by establishing that 
the project will provide affordable housing in the percentages set forth in Section 
26.89.060(B)(2), that the project meets other Housing Elément goals (e.g., provision of hous- 
ing for seniors, spécial housing needs individuals, and/or other goals), and/or that the 
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additional incentive is necessary to improve the fïnancial feasibility of the development and 
to allow the applicant to provide additional affordability or affordability for a longer tenn; 

e. Any alternative incentive being requested pursuant to Section 26.89.060(D) (Request for Al- 
ternative Incentive), together with a statement as to why, due to the particular characteristics 
of the project site, such alternative incentive is necessary to make the housing units eco- 
nomically feasible; and 

f. Any other infonnation deemed necessary by the Director of PRMD to allow a complète 
évaluation of the application. 

3. Considération of application. An appHcation for a density bonus shall be considered and approved 
only as an intégral part of the County's approval of a discretionary development pennit for the pro- 
ject (i.e., at the time of approval of a subdivision, use permit, design review, or other required plan- 
ning approval). The project approval shall identify the density bonus and other incentive(s) that the 
County has granted the applicant, and any waiver or modification of standards that may hâve been 
approved for the project. 

State density bonus program. In addition to the incentives provided by Section 26.89.060 (Affordable 
Housing Incentives), a residential project of five or more base units that provides affordable or senior hous- 
ing, or that provides land for construction of affordable housing, or that provides affordable housing along 
with child care facilities, ail as set forth below, shall be eligible for a density bonus to allow more dwelling 
units than otherwise allowed on the site by the applicable General Plan Land Use Map and Zoning, in ac- 
cordance with the foUowing: 

1 . Density bonus for on-site construction of very low-income housing. 

a. A 20 percent density bonus shall be granted to any housing proj ect of five or more base units 
that is constructed to pro vide at least 5 percent of the base units for very low-income house- 
holds. 

b. For each 1 percent increase in the number of base units provided as affordable to very low- 
income households above the 5 percent set forth in Subsection Cl .a, the density bonus shall 
be increased by 2.5 percent, up to a maximum of 35 percent above the maximum density 
permitted by the General Plan and Zoning, as shown in Table 2. 

2. Density bonus for on-site construction of low-income housing. 

a. A 20 percent density bonus shall be granted to any housing project of five or more base units 
that is constructed to provide at least 1 percent of the base units for low-income households. 
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STATE DENSITY BONUS PROGRAM 
Affordability and Incentive Schedule 



Table 2: Density Bonus Calculations 
Single- and Multi-Family Developments 


Low-Income Units 


% Affordable* 


%DB** 


# Incentives 


10 


20.0 




11 


21.5 




12 


23.0 




13 


24.5 




14 


26.0 




15 


27.5 




16 


29.0 




17 


30.5 




18 


32.0 




19 


33.5 




20 


35.0 


2 


30 


35.0 


3 




Very Low-Income Units | 


% Affordable* 


% DB** 


# Incentives 


5 


20.0 




6 


22.5 




7 


25.0 




8 


27.5 




9 


30.0 




10 


32.5 


2 


11 


35.0 


2 


15 


35.0 


3 



Table 3: Density Bonus Calculations 
Condos & Planned Developments 


Moderate-Income 


% Affordable* 


% DE** 


# Incentives 


10 


5 




11 


6 




12 


7 




13 


8 




14 


9 




15 


10 




16 


11 




17 


12 




18 


13 




19 


14 




20 


15 


2 


21 


16 


2 


22 


17 


2 


23 


18 


2 


24 


19 


2 


25 


20 


2 


26 


21 


2 


27 


22 


2 


28 


23 


2 


29 


24 


2 


30 


25 


3 


31 


26 


3 


32 


27 


3 


33 


28 


3 


34 


29 


3 


35 


30 


3 


36 


31 


3 


37 


32 


3 


38 


33 


3 


39 


34 


3 


40 


35 


3 



*The density bonus units shall not be included when determining the number of affordable units required 
**A11 density calculations resulting in fractional units shall be rounded up to the next whole number 
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b. For each 1 percent increase in the number of base iinits provided as affordable for low- 
income households above the 10 percent set forth in Subsection C.2.a, the density bonus 
shall be increased by 1 .5 percent, up to a maximum of 35 percent above the maximum den- 
sity permitted by the General Plan and Zoning, as shown in Table 2, above. 

3. Density bonus for on-site construction of senior housing. A 20 percent density bonus shall be 
granted to any housing project that is constructed to provide at least 35 dwelling units for senior 
households. 

4. Density bonus for construction of moderate income housing in condominium and planned develop- 
ment construction projects. 

a. A 5 percent density bonus shall be granted to any condominium project or planned develop- 
ment of five or more base units that is constructed to pro vide at least 10 percent of the base 
units for moderate-income households. 

b. For each 1 percent increase in the number of base units provided as affordable to moderate 
income households above the 10 percent set forth in Subsection C.4.a, the density bonus 
shall be increased by 1 percent up to a maximum of 35 percent above the maximum density 
permitted by the General Plan and Zoning, as shown in Table 3, above. 

c. Modifications or waivers of development standards that are approved as part of the condo- 
minium or planned development project shall be considered additional incentives pursuant to 
Section 26.89.060(8). 

5. Density bonus for provision of affordable housing in condominium conversion projects. Li the case 
of a condominium conversion, a 25 percent density bonus shall be granted, or other incentives of 
équivalent fmancial value shall be offered, if the project is constructed to provide at least: 

a. 33 percent of the base units to low- or moderate-income households; or 

b. 1 5 percent of the base units to lower-income households. 

An applicant shall be inéligible for a density bonus or other incentives in compliance with this Sub- 
section if the apartments proposed for conversion constitute a housing development for which a 
density bonus or other fmancial incentives were previously provided. 

6. Density bonus for donation of land for affordable housing. 

a. A 1 5 percent density bonus shall be granted to a residential project of five or more base units 
if the project applicant donates land to the County for development of affordable housing in 
accordance with ail of the following: 

i. The applicant shall donate and transfer the land no later than the date of approval of 
the final map, parcel map or other residential project application, whichever comes 
first. 
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ii. The developable acreage and zoning classification of the iand shall be sufficient to 
permit construction of units affordable to very low-income houseliolds in an amount 
not less than 10 percent of the number of residential units of the proposed project. 

iii. The transferred Iand shall: 

A. Be at least one acre in size or of sufficient size to permit development of at 
least 40 units; 

B. Hâve appropriate gênerai plan désignation and zoning for development of af- 
fordable housing; 

C. Be served by adéquate public facilities and infrastructure; and 

D. Hâve appropriate zoning and development standards to make the development 
of the affordable units feasibJe. 

iv. Prior to transfer of the Iand, the applicant shall obtain ail permits and approvals, ex- 
cept building permits, necessary for development of very low-income housing units in 
accordance with this Subsection. At the County's discrétion, design review may be 
delayed until after transfer of the Iand. 

V. The transferred Iand and the affordable units constructed upon it shall be subject to a 
deed restriction ensuring continued affordability in accordance with Section 
26.89.090. 

vi. The Iand shall be transferred to the County or to a developer of affordable housing 
approved by the County. The County may, at its discrétion, require the applicant to 
identity and transfer the Iand to an approved developer. 

vii. The transferred Iand shall be within the boundary of the proposed project or, with the 
approval of the County, within one-quarter mile of the boundary of the proposed de- 
velopment. 

b. For each 1 percent increase above the 10 percent Iand donation described in Subsection 
C.6.a.ii, the density bonus shall be increased by 1 percent up to a maximum of 35 percent 
above the maximum density permitted by the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance. 

7. Childcare Facilities. 

a. If a residential project that meets the minimum state density bonus requirements in Subsec- 
tions CA through C.4 includes a child care facility on the premises of or adjacent to the pro- 
ject, then the County shall grant either of the following: 

i. An additional density bonus that is an amount of square feet of residential space that 
is equal to or greater than the amount of square feet in the childcare facility; or 
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ii. An additional incentive thatcontributessignificantlytothe économie feasibilityofthe 
construction of the childcare facility. 

b. If a density bonus or additional incentive is granted pursuantto this subsection, the child care 
facility shall be required: 

i. to remain in opération for a period of time that is equal to or longer than the period of 

time during which the density bonus units are required remain affordable under this 
Section; and 

ii. to ensure that, of the chiidren who attend the child care facility, the percentage of 
children of very low-income households, low-incôme households, or moderate- 
income households equals the percentage of dwelling units required for each of those 
income catégories pursuantto Subsection CJ, Subsection C.2 or Subsection C.4, as 
applicable. 

c. For purposes of this subsection, a "child care facility" means a child care facility other than a 
family day care home, including, but not limited to, infant centers, preschools, extended day 
care facilities, and schoolage child care centers. 

8. The density bonuses set forth in Subsections Cl through C.7 may be combjned, but shall in no 
case, except as otherwise provided in this Article, resuit in an increase in density for the residential 
project above 35 percent above the maximum density permitted by the General Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance. 

D. County supplemental density bonus program. 

1 . In addition to the incentives provided by Section 26.89.060 (Affordable Housing Incentives), a resi- 
dential project of five or more base units shall be eligible for a density bonus of up to 50 percent 
above the maximum density permitted by the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance if the project pro- 
vides a total of: 

a. 1 percent or more of the base units for extremely low-income households; or 

b. 20 percent or more of the base units for very low-income households; or 

c. 30 percent or more of the base units for low-income senior households; or 

d. 30 percent or more of the base units for low-income households, with 1 percent or more of 
those base units provided as fuUy accessible units for low-income disabled households; or 

e. 30 percent or more of the base units for low-income households, with 10 percent or more of 
those base units provided as large rental units with three or more bedrooms for low-income 
households; or 

f. 40 percent or more of the base units for low-income households. 
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E. Mixed use project density bonuses. A mixed use project in compliance with Section 26.88. 1 23 (Mixed 
Use Developments) in which at ieast 20 percent of the residential floor area is provided as iiousing afford- 
able to extremely low-, very low- or low-income households, shall be eligible for an increase in tiie resi- 
dential floor area to allow the gross residential floor area to be up to a maximum of 70 percent of the total 
project floor area, provided that the overall residential density does not exceed 24 dwelling units per acre. 

F. Housing Opportunity Area Program bonuses. 

1 . Type A Housing Opportunity Area Program requirements. Only rental housing projects consisting 
of two or more base dwelling units may participate in the Type A Housing Opportunity program. 

a. Type A areas established. Type A housing opportunity areas may be established in locations 
designated by the General Plan Land Use Maps as: 

i. Urban Residential, six-to-12 dwelling units per acre, that are zoned R-2 (Médium 
Density Residential); and 

ii. Urban Residential 12-to-20 dwelling units per acre, that are zoned R-3 (High Density 
Residential). 

b. Type A project density increase. A Type A project that is allowed two or more dwelling 
units by the applicable zoning district may be constructed at up to twice the base density, 
provided that a minimum of 40 percent of the total units within the project will be provided 
as affordable for rent to very low- or low-income households, and further provided that in no 
case may the total density exceed that shown in Table 4. 

c. Type A development standards. A Type A development shall consist of rental housing, and 
shall comply with the development standards established by this Zoning Ordinance for the 
R3 (High Density Residential) Zoning District. 

2. Type C Housing Opportunity Area Program requirements. Only residential projects consisting of 
four or more base dwelling units may participate in the Type C Housing Opportunity program. 

Table 4 



Density Shown on Zoning 
Map 


Maximum AHowable Den- 
sity (Type A) 


6 units per acre 


1 2 units per acre 


7 units per acre 


14 units per acre 


8 units per acre 


1 6 units per acre 


9 units per acre 


1 8 units per acre 


10 units per acre 


20 units per acre 


1 1 units per acre 


22 units per acre 
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Density Shown on Zoning 
Map 


Maximum AUowable Den- 
sity (Type A) 


12 units peracre 


24 units per acre 


13 units peracre 


26 units per acre 


14 units peracre 


28 units peracre 


15 units peracre 


30 units peracre 


16 units peracre 


30 units per acre 


1 7 units per acre 


30 units peracre 


1 8 units per acre 


30 units per acre 


19 units peracre 


30 units per acre 


20 units per acre 


30 units per acre 



Type C areas established. Type C housing opportunity areas may be established in locations 
identified by the General Plan as Urban Residential with a density of four to six dwelling 
units per acre, and that are zoned R-1 or R-2. 

Type C Project density increase. A Type C project that is allowed four or more dwelling 
units by the applicable zoning district may be approved for development as a small-lot sub- 
division at a density of up to 1 1 dwelling units per acre if: 
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i. The site is designated by the General Plan Land Use Map with a density of four to six 
dwelling units per acre; 

ii. A minimum of 20 percent of the units are reserved for sale to very low- or low- 
income households; and 

iii. ■ The remainder of the units are reserved for sale to low- and moderate-income house- 
holds. 

Type C development standards. A Type C development shall comply with the following 
standards. 

i. Parcel configurations and sizes. The parcel configurations within a Type C develop- 
ment may include zéro lot-line lots, angled Z lots, zipper lots, flag lots, altemate 
width lots, quad lots, and motor court lots. Parcel sizes may range from 2,000 to 
6,000 square feet or more. A variety of parcel configurations and parcel sizes shall be 
provided in a development on any site larger than three acres. 

ii. AUowable floor area ratio. AUowable house size shall be based on parcel area. Actual 
house sizes, as well as parcel sizes, in a proposed development plan may vary so long 
as the averages shown in the following table are maintained. "House size" refers to 
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the gross living area of the primary dwelling only; storage sheds, garages, carports, 
covered patios, and decks are not included in the gross living area. 









Tab 


e5 












Average Parcel 
Size 


2,000 


2,500 


3,000 


3,500 


4,000 


4,500 


5,000 


5,500 


6,000 


Average House 
Size 


1,000 


1,100 


1,200 


1,300 


1,400 


1,500 


1,600 


1,700 


1,800 


Note: Ail quantities are in square feet of floor area (can be interpolated) 

How to Use the Table. First, détermine the average parcel size of the single-family parcels in the proposed develop- 
ment. Next, détermine the allowable average house size of the single-family dwellings in the proposed development. 
The average house size shall not be greater than shown in the table. 



• 



iii. Subséquent expansions or additions. Subséquent expansions or additions to dwelling 
units, if not shown on the development plan, may be allowed in the future only where 
the proposed expansion is within a designated building envelope shown on the devel- 
opment plan. 

iv. Setbackyyard requirements. Setbacks and yards shall be provided in compliance with 
the standards of the R-3 zoning district. 

(a) Setbacks for ail proposed and possible future buildings or additions shall be 
designated on the development plan. 

(b) Front yard setbacks shall be varied. 

(c) A garage or carport with an automobile entrance facing the street shall be set 
back a minimum of 20 feet from the rear of the public sidewalk, or 20 feet 
from the property or adopted street plan line, whichever is greater. 

V. Private open space requirement. Each residential unit or parcel shall be designed to 
provide a minimum of 400 square feet of usable private open space. 

vi. Maximum building height. The maximum height of buildings is 35 feet. 

vii. Maximum coverage. Maximum allowable building coverage is 65 percent. The use 
of alternative perméable surfaces is strongly encouraged for driveways, walkways, 
and patios wherever feasible in order to maintain or enhance groundwater absorption 
and recharge. 

Alternatives to development standards. An applicant for a Housing Opportunité Type C pro- 
ject may propose alternatives to the development standards in subsection F.2., provided that 
in no case shall the residential density exceed that in Subsection b. Use Permit approval 
shall be required to authorize alternative development standards. A Use Permit application 
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for alternative standards shall be processed concurrently with the required design review and 
subdivision applications. (Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005) 

26-89-060 - Affordable Housing Incentives 

A residential project that provides affordable housing on site in compliance with the affordable housing require- 
ments of Section 26.89.040 (Affordable Housing Requirements), or the requirements of a density bonus program 
under Section 26.89.050 (Density Bonus Programs), may be granted incentives in compliance with this Section. 

A. Guaranteed incentives. The following incentives are guaranteed for each residential project providing 
on-site affordable housing in accordance with Section 26.89.040(C) (Affordable Housing Requirements: 
Number of affordable units required), Section 26.89.050(C) (State density bonus program), Section 
26.89.050(D) (Supplemental density bonus program). Section 26.89.050(E) (Mixed use project density bo- 
nuses) or Section 26.89.050(F) (Housing Opportunity Area Program bonuses): 

1 . "Fast-tracking" of planning permit, subdivision, and construction permit applications for the afford- 
able housing development by ail County departments, provided that an affordable rental project 
shall hâve priority over an affordable ownership project; 

2. Concurrent processing, where projects require multiple permits or environmental review; and 

3 . Préférence to affordable housing developments in areas where growth management measures are in 
effect. 

B. Additional Incentives. 

1. In addition to the incentives guaranteed under Subsection A, the Décision Maker shall aiso grant 
one of the following incentives to each residential project providing on-site affordable housing in 
accordance with Section 26.89.040(C) (Affordable Housing Requirements: Number of affordable 
units required). Section 26.89.050(C) (State density bonus program), Section 26.89.050(D) (Sup- 
plemental density bonus program). Section 26.89.050(E) (Mixed use project density bonuses) or 
Section 26.89.050(F) (Housing Opportunity Area Program bonuses): 

a. Elimination of covered parking requirements; 

• b. A 20 percent réduction of any open space requirements; 

c. A 20 percent réduction of the minimum lot size or minimum lot width; 

d. A five-foot réduction in side yard setbacks and a 10 foot réduction in front yard setbacks, 
provided that adéquate access to light is maintained for ail units as determined by design re- 
view; and further provided that no front yard setback shall be less than 10 feet, no garage 
shall be set back less than 20 feet, and adéquate sight distance is maintained; 

e. Allowance of other regulatory incentives or measures that can be shown to resuit in identifi- 
able and actual cost réductions. 



• 



• 
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2. The Décision Mai<er shall grant two incentives under Subsection B (Additionai Incentives) to each 
residential project tliat provides: 

a. 30 percent of tiie base units for low-income households; or 

b. 15 percent of the base units for very low-income households; or 

c. 30 percent of the base units for moderate income households in a condominium project or 
planned development. 

3. The Décision Maker may grant two or more incentives under this Subsection (Additionai Incen- 
tives) if the applicant demonstrates that the development meets other Housing Elément goals (e.g., 
provision of housing for seniors or spécial housing needs individuals), or provides greater or longer 
term affordability, or a greater number of affordable units than otherwise required. Incentives pro- 
vided under this subsection shall be proportional to the extent to which the project provides for ad- 
ditionai affordable and/or spécial needs housing units and/or child care facilities. In the case of 
condominiums and planned developments, any waiver or modification of development standards 
approved for the condominium or planned development project shall be considered incentives under 
this Subsection (Additionai Incentives). 

C. Request for Spécifie Ineentive. An applicant eligible for an affordable housing incentive under this Sub- 
section may submit a request for a spécifie incentive under paragraph (B) of this Subsection and may re- 
quest a meeting with the Department to discuss that request. The Décision Maker shall grant the specifi- 
cally requested incentive uniess it finds either of the following: 

1 . The incentive is not required in order to provide for the affordable housing costs or rents as pro- 
vided in this Section; or 

2. The incentive would hâve a spécifie adverse impact, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) 
of Government Code Section 65589.5, upon public health or safety or the physical environment or 
upon any real property that is listed in the California Register of Historical Resources, and for which 
there is no feasible method to satisfactorily mitigate or avoid the spécifie adverse impact without 
rendering the project unaffordable to low- and moderate income households. 

If the Décision Maker finds that it cannot grant the specifically requested incentive, it shall grant a différent 
• incentive under paragraph (B) of this Section, which incentive it détermines wiJI best enhance the éco- 
nomie feasibility of the project or will permit greater or longer term affordability or a greater number of af- 
fordable units. 

D. Request for Alternative Incentive. An applicant eligible for an affordable housing incentive under this 
Section may, in lieu of the above incentives, submit a request for an alternative waiver or modification of 
development or zoning standards that, due to the particular characteristics of the project site, would other- 
wise inhibit the utilization of the density bonus or preclude the construction of the development at the den- 
sities or with the concessions or incentives permitted by this Section. The applicant must show that the 
waiver or modification is necessary to make the housing units economically feasible. The Décision Maker 
shall grant the request for alternative incentive uniess it finds either of the following: 
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1 . The applicant has not established that the incentive is necessary to maice the housing units economi- 
cally feasible; or 

2. The incentive would hâve a spécifie adverse impact, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) 
of Section 65589.5, upon public heaith or safety or the piiysical environment or upon any real prop- 
erty that is listed in the California Register of Historical Resources, and for which there is no feasi- 
ble method to satisfactori ly mitigate or avoid the spécifie adverse impact without rendering the pro- 
ject unaffordable to low- and moderate income households. 

If the Décision Maker fmds that it cannot grant the requested alternative incentive, it shall grant an incen- 
tive under paragraph (B) of this Section, which incentive it détermines will best enhance the économie fea- 
sibility of the project or will permit greater or longer term affordability or a greater number of affordable 
units. (Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005) 

26-89-070 - Design and Construction Standards 

Each housing unit that is constructed to provide affordable or spécial needs housing in compliance with this Ar- 
ticle shall comply with the following standards. 

A. Design and construction. 

1 . Timing of construction. Affordable or spécial needs units shall be constructed concurrently with the 
other units m the project. Where construction phasing is necessary, each phase shall provide the 
same ratio of lower-income or spécial needs units to the moderate income, market rate or other un- 
restricted units in the phase as that required for the project as a whole. 

2. Location within overall deveiopment. Affordable or spécial needs units shall be integrated into the 
overall project design and distributed throughout the deveiopment. 

3. Unit size. 

a. The average floor area of the affordable or spécial needs units shall be at least 75 percent of 
the average floor area of the other units in the deveiopment. 

b. The mix of unit sizes and numbers of bedrooms in the affordable or spécial needs units shall 
be similar to the mix of unit sizes and bedroom counts provided in the deveiopment as a 
whole; except that the affordable or spécial needs units may hâve less floor area than the 
market rate units to assist in achieving affordability provided that the units comply with the 
average floor area requirement in Subsection A. 3. a above. 

4. Amenities. 

a. Interior amenities. To assist in achieving affordability, affordable or spécial needs units may 
hâve fewer interior amenities than the market rate units in the project. 

b. Exterior appearance. Exterior appearance and quality of the affordable units shall generally 
be similar to the market-rate units, with exterior materials and appointments similar to, and 
architectural ly compatible with, the market-rate units in the deveiopment. 
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c. Upgrades. A developer shall not offer upgrades of materials to renters or buyers of afford- 
able dwelling units where the upgrades would increase the total price paid by the buyer to the 
developer, or total rent paid by the tenant, for the affordable dwelling unit to above the speci- 
fied affordable rent or sales price. (Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005) 

26-89-080 - Ownership Unit Occupancy and Long-Term Restrictions 

Each affordable or spécial needs ownership unit constructed pursuant to this Article shall comply with the re- 
quirements of this Section. 

A. Ownership unit occupancy requirements. 

1 . Eligibility requirements. An affordable or spécial needs housing unit shall be sold, and to the extent 
required by paragraph D of this section resold, only to a household certified by the CDC as ex- 
tremely-low, very low-, low-, or moderate-income, or as a spécial needs household, as designated 
by the terms of project approval, and which aiso complies with the foilowing requirements. 

a. The purchaser shall be a "first-time home buyer," as defined by the CDC and set forth in the 
Sonoma County Affordable Housing Program Homeownership Policies, available at the of- 
fices of the CDC. 

b. The purchaser shall réside in the unit as their principal résidence and may not rent the unit in 
its entirety to another party. 

2. Buyer certification and sélection. Affordable or spécial needs housing units shall be sold, and to the 
extent required by paragraph D of this section resold, only to households certified by the CDC as 
satisfying eligibility requirements listed in subsection A.l . of this Section, and in accordance with 
the foilowing procédures: 

a. Initial buyers eligible to purchase affordable or spécial needs housing units shall be selected 
by the developer in compliance with a marketing program approved, in advance, by the Ex- 
ecutive Director of the CDC. Subséquent buyers shall be selected by the CDC in compliance 
with the Sonoma County Affordable Housing Program Homeownership Policies available in 
the offices of the CDC. 

b. The marketing program shall identify and détail an équitable sélection process to be used for 
the marketing and sale of the affordable or spécial needs units. 

c. Sélection criteria may include household income and assets, household size, and the size or 
spécial needs features of the available unit(s). 

3. Préférences. Préférence in the sale of affordable or spécial needs housing units shall be given first 
to persons currently employed in the County, and then to current County résidents, to the extent 
permitted by law. 

B. Ownership Units - Initial Sales Price Restrictions. Affordable ownership units as designated in the 
terms of project approval shall be offered at initial sales priées that are considered affordable to very low-, 
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low-, or moderate-income households, as applicable, as defined in Section 26.02.140. CDC shall calculate 
initial sales priées for each of thèse inconie catégories in compliance with the Sonoma County Affordable 
Housing Program Homeownership Policies available at the offices of the CDC. 

C. Ownership Units - Spécial Needs Restrictions. Spécial needs ownership units as designated in the ternis 
of Project approval shall be offered for sale only to households with spécial needs, as defmed in Section 
26.02.140. The CDC shall détermine eligibility in compliance with Section 26.02.140 and the Sonoma 
County Affordable Housing Program Homeownership Policies available at the offices of the CDC. 

D. Option Agreement Required. 

1 . The CDC shall record an option agreement with the eligible buyer concurrently with the recording 
of each grant deed transferring title to an affordable or spécial needs unit subject to this section to an 
eligible household. The option agreement shall provide the CDC, for the term specified in subpara- 
graph 5 hereof, with a first right to purchase the unit upon resale, at its fair market value calculated 
pursuant to the Sonoma County Affordable Housing Program Homeownership Policies available at 
the offices of the CDC. 

2. The option agreement shall permit CDC to assign its rights to purchase the unit under the option 
agreement to an eligible buyer to purchase the unit. 

3 . In ail cases where the CDC exercises or assigns its option to purchase the unit at fair market value, 
the unit shall be conveyed to or purchased by an eligible buyer at an affordable price in accordance 
with the désignation of the unit in project approvals and as determined by the CDC pursuant to the 
Sonoma County Affordable Housing Program Homeownership Policies, available at the offices of 
the CDC. 

4. The option agreement shall contain provisions further restricting the resale of an affordable or spé- 
cial needs ownership unit to the extent required by the Sonoma County Affordable Housing Pro- 
gram Homeownership Policies available at the offices of the CDC. 

5. The option agreement for each affordable or spécial needs ownership unit shall reserve the unit for 
purchase by the CDC or its assignée and for resale only to eligible households, as defined by this 
section and the project approvals, for a minimum term of 30 years, or for a longer time if required 
by the project approvals, construction or mortgage financing assistance program, or mortgage insur- 
ance program. A new term shall commence on the recording date of each new option agreement re- 
corded concurrently with a grant deed transferring title of the designated unit to an eligible house- 
hold. 

E. Recapture of Share of Appréciation. The CDC shall ensure, to the greatest extent permissible by law, 
that the appropriate share of appréciation in the value of the unit is recaptured by the CDC or the County at 
the time that any owner who has received assistance or incentive under this Article sells an affordable or 
spécial needs unit. 

F. Alternative financing programs and affordability guarantees. 

J . Where the Executive Director of the CDC détermines, after consultation with County Counsel, that 
one or more fédéral, state, and/or local financing programs applicable to a project will achieve re- 
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siilts that are équivalent to, or more restrictive than the affordability, spécial needs restrictions, 
and/or fînancing requirements of this Section and tiie Sonoma County Affordabie Housing Program 
Homeownership Policies, and that such fînancing programs otiierwise comply with applicable féd- 
éral, State and local laws, the Executive Director may authorize the relevant provisions of those pro- 
grams to replace or supersede the affordability, spécial needs restrictions and/or tlnancing require- 
ments of this Section and the Sonoma County Affordabie Housing Program Homeownership Poli- 
cies. 

2. The Affordabie Housing Agreement or Spécial Needs Housing Agreement required by Section 
26.89.100 or 26.89.1 10 for a project shall incorporate the affordability, spécial needs restrictions 
and/or fmancing provisions of the relevant fédéral, state, and/or local programs authorized by the 
Executive Director of the CDC pursuant to Subsection F.l . that will replace the corresponding or 
similar requirements of this Section and the Sonoma County Affordabie Housing Program Home- 
ownership Policies. Notwithstanding this provision, the CDC shall record an option agreement pur- 
suant to Subsection D for each unit sold under this Subsection F. 

G. Administrative fées. The CDC may collect an administrative fee, as the Board of Supervisors may estab- 
lish from time to time, at close of escrow of the sale and resale of each affordabie or spécial needs owner- 
ship unit, to recover the costs of its obligation under this Section. (Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005) 

26-89-090 - Rental Unit Occupancy and Long-Term Restrictions 

Each affordabie or spécial needs rental unit constructed pursuant to this Article shall comply with the require- 
ments of this Section. 

A. Rental Unit - Occupancy Requirements. 

1. Eligibility requirements. 

a. No household shall be allowed to occupy an affordabie rental unit constructed pursuant to 
this Article uniess the annual household income, adjusted for household size, is equal to or 
less than: 

i. 30 percent of médian income for Sonoma County, for units restricted to extremely 
low-income households; 

ii. 50 percent of médian income for Sonoma County, for units restricted to very low- 
income households; and, 

iii. 80 percent of médian income for Sonoma County, for units restricted to low-income 
households. 

b. No household shall be allowed to occupy a spécial needs rental unit constructed pursuant to 
this Article uniess it meets the définition of the spécial needs household type for which the 
unit is reserved. 

2. Tenant certification and sélection. Affordabie or spécial needs rental units shall be rented only to 
households meeting the eligibility requirements of Subsection A. 1 of this Section, and in accordance 
with the following procédures. 
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a. Renters eligible to rent the affordable or spécial needs units shall be selected by the devel- 
oper or owner in compiiance with a tenant sélection and mari^eting program approved, in ad- 
vance, by the Executive Director of the CDC. 

b. At least once annually and no more often than semi-annually, owners of affordable or spécial 
needs rental units shall provide to the CDC compiiance reports on forms provided or ap- 
proved by CDC, certifying that ail tenants occupying the designated rental units are eligible 
under the ternis of this Section and the Affordable Housing Agreement or Spécial Needs 
Housing Agreement applicable to the development. 

3 . Préférences. Préférence in the rental of affordable or spécial needs housing units shall be given first 
to persons currently employed in the County, and then to current County résidents, to the extent 
permitted by law. 

B. Affordable Rental Unit Restrictions. Each affordable rental unit shall be offered at a rent level that is 
considered affordable to extremely low-, very low- or low-income households, as established annually by 
the Executive Director of the CDC based upon income limits that the U.S. Department of Housing and Ur- 
ban Development (HUD) issues annually for Sonoma County. A utility allowance will be deducted from 
the maximum affordable rent so that monthly housing costs (rent plus tenant-paid utilities) are equal to or 
less than: 

1 . For units restricted to low-income households, 30 percent of 60 percent of médian area income, as 
established annually by HUD, adjusted for assumed household size; 

2. For units restricted to very low-income households, 30 percent of 50 percent of médian area income, 
as established annually by HUD, adjusted for assumed household size; 

3. For units restricted to extremely low-income households, 30 percent of 30 percent of médian area 
income, as established annually by HUD, adjusted for assumed household size. 

C. Spécial Needs Rental Unit Restrictions. Each spécial needs rental unit shall be offered only to house- 
holds determined by the CDC to be eligible for a spécial needs unit, in accordance with this Article and the 
project approvals. 

D. Term of Rental Restrictions. The following requirements of this Article shall apply to the rental of af- 
fordable or spécial needs units: 

1 . Minimum term for continued affordability. Each required affordable rental unit shall be reserved 
for eligible extremely low-, very low- or low-income households at the applicable affordable rent 
for a minimum of 55 years, or for a longer time if required by the project approvals, construction or 
mortgage fmancing assistance program, mortgage insurance program, or rental subsidy program, or 
as otherwise allowed by law. The 55-year term shall commence on the date of issuance of the Cer- 
tificate of Occupancy for the affordable unit. 

2. Minimum term for continued spécial needs restrictions. Each required spécial needs rental unit shall 
be reserved for eligible spécial needs households for a minimum of 55 years, or a longer time if re- 
quired by the project approvals, construction or mortgage fmancing assistance program, mortgage 
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insurance program, or rental subsidy program, or as otherwise allowed by law. The 55-year term 
shall commence on the date of issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy for tlie spécial needs unit. 

E. Rental Unit Monitoring. The CDC shall monitor the rental of affordable and spécial needs units forcom- 
pliance with the Affordable Hoiising Agreement or Spécial Needs Housing Agreement and the provisions 
of this Article. On an anniial basis, the owner shall pay to the CDC a fee for monitoring each unit subject 
to the Affordable Housing Agreement or Spécial Needs Housing Agreement, which fee shall be established 
by resolution of the CDC from time to time. (Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 2005) 

26-89-100 - Affordable Housing Agreements 

The obligations assumed by an applicant or property owner in exchange for subsidies or incentives for the con- 
struction of affordable housing in compliance with this Article shall be secured by an recorded Affordable Hous- 
ing Agreement executed by the property owner and by the CDC on behalf of the County, and recorded prior to 
the recordation of a final map or issuance of a building permit, whichever occurs first. 

A. Review and approval. Subject to review and approval by County Counsel as to form, the Executive Di- 
rector of the CDC is authorized to sign and record Affordable Housing Agreements required by this Sec- 
tion and to sign and record documents subordinating Affordable Housing Agreements to acquisition, con- 
struction, bridge, and long-term permanent financing associated with the development of the project in 
which the affordable units will be located. 

B. Agreement contents. An Affordable Housing Agreement shall contain provisions that implement ail re- 
quirements of Section 2.6.89.080 (Ownership Unit Occupancy and Long-Term Affordability) or Section 
26.89.090 (Rental Unit Occupancy and Long-Term Affordability), as applicable to the spécifie project. 
The agreement shall also include the following provisions, and any additional requirements required by the 
Décision Maker. 

1 . Occupancy standards. The agreement shall include provisions that specify: 

a. Income eligibility criteria for defining housing unit affordability; 

b. The actual affordable sales priées or rents for affordable units, as detemiined by the CDC. 
The agreement shall also provide that the CDC may from time to time revise the sales priées 
and rent limits in response to changes in income limits, monthly housing costs, and the real 
estate market. Monthly housing costs for affordable ownership units shall include mortgage 
payments, property taxes, homeowners insurance and, as applicable, homeowners associa- 
tion dues and private mortgage insurance. Monthly housing costs for affordable rental units 
shall include the rent plus any tenant-paid utilities; 

c. Criteria for the certification and sélection of buyers or renters, as applicable. Sélection crite- 
ria may include the amount of household income and assets, household size, and the size or 
spécial needs features of available units; 

d. A fair and équitable marketing and buyer or tenant sélection process, submitted by the appli- 
cant and approved in advance by the Executive Director of the CDC, to ensure the sélection 
of eligible buyers or tenants. 
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2. Initial Sale, resale and rental restrictions. The agreement shall include provisions that specify: 

a. A guarantee of initial sale or rent and continuing availability of ail units designated as mod- 
erate income units to moderate income households, and a guarantee of initial sale or rent of 
affordable units and continued aftbrdability of ail units designated as affordable to low-, very 
low-, and extremely low-income households for a minimum of 30 years or s otherwise pro- 
vided by this Article, or for such other term as may be authorized by the project approvals 
and allowed by law; and 

b. A provision restricting the sale of ail affordable ownership units to "first-time home buyers" 
as defmed by the CDC and set forth in the Sonoma County Affordable Housing Program 
Homeownership Policies, available at the offices of the CDC; 

c. A provision that the sale of a dwelling designated as affordable to a moderate, low- or very 
low-income household shall include an assignable option agreement granting the CDC the 
first right of refusai to purchase the unit at the time of subséquent sale for fair market value 
as set forth in the Sonoma County Affordable Housing Program Homeownership Policies. 

3 . Subordinate Loan and Deed of Trust. For affordable ownership units, the agreement shall provide 
for the exécution by each purchaser of such units of a promissory note and deed of trust evidencing 
and securing a deferred payment subordinate loan, in accordance with Sonoma County Affordable 
Housing Program Homeownership Policies. The principle amount of the subordinate loan shall 
equal the value of the subsidies, density bonus, and other concessions provided to the developer in 
connection with the project. In addition to payment of the principal amount, the subordinate loan 
shall provide for the payment by the purchaser of one or both of the following: interest as deter- 
mined by the promissory note, and/or a share of appréciation in the value of the unit between the 
time of original purchase and the time of sale, as specified in the Sonoma County Affordable Hous- 
ing Program Homeownership Policies available at the offices of the CDC. 

4. Fées. The agreement shall include a provision that the CDC and PRMD receive ail applicable fées 
as may be established by resolution of the CDC or Board of Supervisors from time to time, includ- 
ing but net limited to monitoring fées for rental units and administrative fées at initial sale and re- 
sale of ownership units subject to this Article. 

5. Enforcement and Recovery of Costs. The agreement shall include a provision that provides for en- 
forcement of the agreement by the County and/or the CDC and that entitles the County and the CDC 
to recover reasonable attorney's fées (including County Counsel fées), investigation and litigation 
expenses, and any related staff costs associated with enforcing the agreement. (Ord. No. 5570 § 2, 
2005) 

26-89-110 - Spécial Needs Housing Agreements 

The obligations assumed by an applicant or property owner in exchange for subsidies or incentives for the con- 
struction of spécial needs housing in compliance with this Article shall be secured in a recorded Spécial Needs 
Housing Agreement that the property owner shall exécute, and the CDC shall prépare, exécute and record on 
behalf of the County, prior to recordation of the final map or parcel map, or the issuance of a use permit or build- 
ing permit, as applicable. 
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A. Review and approval. Subject to review and approval by County Counsel, as to form, the Executive Di- 
rector of the CDC is authorized to sign and record Spécial Needs Housing Agreements required by this 
Section, and to sign and record documents subordinating Spécial Needs Housing Agreements to acquisi- 
tion, construction, bridge, and long-term permanent fmancing associated with the development ot the pro- 
ject in which the spécial needs units will be located. 

B. Agreement contents. A spécial needs housing agreement shall contain provisions that implement ail re- 
quirenients of Section 26.89.080 (Ownership Unit Occupancy and Long-Term Restrictions) or Section 
26.89.090 (Rental Unit Occupancy and Long-Term Restrictions), as applicable to the spécifie project. The 
agreement shall also include the following provisions, and any additional requirements imposed by the Dé- 
cision Maker. 

1 . Occupancy standards. The agreement shall include provisions that specify: 

a. Eligibility criteria for defining spécial needs housing unit occupancy; 

b. Criteria for the certification and sélection of buyers or renters, as applicable; 

c. A fair and équitable marketing and buyer or tenant sélection process, submitted by the appli- 
cant and approved in advance by the Executive Director of the CDC, to ensure the sélection 
of eligible buyers or tenants. 

2. Initial sale, resale and rental restrictions. The agreement shall include provisions that specify: 

a. A guarantee of initial sale or rent and continuing availability of ail spécial needs units to 
households meeting the définition of the designated spécial needs household types for which 
the units are reserved, for a minimum of 30 years, or for such other term as may be author- 
ized by the project approvals and allowed by law; and 

b. A provision restricting the sale of ail spécial needs ownership units to "first-time home buy- 
ers", as defined by the CDC and set forth in the Sonoma County Affordable Housing Pro- 
gram Homeownership Policies, available at the offices of the CDC; and 

c. • A provision that the sale of a spécial needs unit shall include an assignable option agreement 

granting the CDC the first right of refusai to purchase the unit at the time of a subséquent 
sale for fair market value as set forth in the Sonoma County Affordable Housing Program 
Homeownership Policies, available in the offices of the CDC. 

3. Fées. The Agreement shall include a provision that the CDC and PRMD receive ail applicable fées 
as may be established by resolution of the CDC or Board of Supervisors from time to time, includ- 
ing but not limited to monitoring fées for rental units and administrative fées at initial sale and re- 
sale of ownership units subject to this Article. 

4. Enforcement and Recovery of Costs. The Agreement shall include a provision that provides for 
enforcement of the Agreement by the County and/or the CDC and that entitles the County and the 
CDC to recover their reasonable attomey's fées (including County Counsel fées), investigation and 
litigation expenses and any related staff costs associated with enforcing the Agreement. (Ord. No. 
5570 § 2, 2005) 
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Article 90. 
Local Area Development Guidelines. 

Sec. 26-90-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: to establish guidelines for a local area, as a subunit of a planning area, which provide a greater level of 
détail for spécifie uses or development in a local area. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-90-010. West County. 

Reserved. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-90-020. North County. 

Reserved. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-90-030. Central County. 

Reserved. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-90-031. Canon Manor West Subdivision 

Within the Canon Manor West Subdivision depicted in Figure B at the end of this section, the following actions 
shall conform with the water conservation requirements below. 

(a) Actions Requiring Compliance with Water Conservation Measures. 

(1) Connection to sewer and/or water — Compliance is required prior to connection. 

(2) A building permit for: 

(i) Construction of a new home; or 

(ii) Major rénovation (more then thirty percent (30%) increase in square footage based on linear 
footage of altered walls method, PRMD Policy 9-2-29) of an existing home (a building permit 
and inspection is required), 

Compliance is required prior to issuance of the permit(s); or 

(3) The resale of an existing home: 

(i) Prior to sale the seller shall perfonn a water System audit utilizing the approved form provided 
by PRMD and repair leaks as necessary. This is a self-monitoring process and does not require 
a building pennit or inspection; 
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(ii) Owners shall file the water System audit with the pennit and resource management department 
and the records maintained in the well and septic files for the property. 

(b) Water Conservation Requirements. 

( 1 ) Low flush toilets (1.6 gallon or less) (installation of a toilet requires a building perniit); 

(2) Low-flow showerheads (2.5 gallons per minute (gpm) or less); and 

(3) Low-flow faucet aerators (2.2 gpm or less); or 

(4) If the home is already equipped with low flush toilets, replace leaking toilet flappers as needed. 
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Sec. 26-90-040. South County. 

The following applications for properties with frontage on Highway 1 2 between Verano Avenue and Agua Cali- 
ente Road shall be evaluated in accordance with the provisions of that certain document entitled "Highway 12 
Design Guidelines," on file at the planning department: building pennits for exterior building modifications and 
ail discretionary permits. 

Such applications which are contrary to the régulations set forth in thèse guidelines may be denied on the basis 
of such conflict. Nothing in this section shall be construed to excuse compliance with requirements set forth 
elsewhere in this Chapter 26, the General Plan, or any applicable spécifie or area plan. Applications filed on or 
after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this section shall be subject to the provisions of this section. 

The Highway 12 design guidelines shall be applicable to ail those parcels having frontage on Highway 12 from 
its intersection at Verano Avenue, north, to its intersection at Agua Caliente Road. (Ord. No. 5120 § 1, 1998.) 

Sec. 26-90-041. Glen Ellen. 

The following applications within subareas I and II of the Glen Ellen Area depicted on Figure A set out at the 
end of this article, shall be evaluated in accordance with the Glen Ellen Development and Design Guidelines: on 
file in the offices of the Planning Department. 



Subarea I 


Exterior building permits, discretionary permits, 
and projects subject to administrative design. 


Subarea II 


Discretionary permits. 



Applications which are contrary to the régulations set forth in thèse guidelines may be denied on the basis of 
such conflict. Nothing in this section shall be construed to excuse compliance with requirements set forth else- 
where in Chapter 26 or in any applicable gênerai, spécifie or area plan. Discretionary applications filed on or 
after November 15, 1990 shall be subject to the provisions of this section. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-90-050. Taylor Mountain/Sonoma Mountain development guidelines. 

(a) General Provisions. 

( 1 ) Thèse guidelines shall be known and may be cited as the Taylor Mountain/Sonoma Mountain devel- 
opment guidelines. The area subject to thèse guidelines is depicted on Figure B at the end of this arti- 
cle. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, the following words and phrases, and any variants of those words 
and phrases, shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them by this subsection: 

(i) "Appurtenant structure" means a structure incidental and accessory to a single-family dwelling 
unit which is subject to thèse guidelines, including but not limited to a garage, guest house, sec- 
ond dwelling unit, or storage building. 
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(ii) "Designated scenic corridor roadway" means and includes the following designated roadways: 
Adobe Road, Petaluma Hill Road, U.S. 101 Highway between the Lakeville Highway and Col- 
lège Avenue interchanges, Bennett Valley Road, Warni Springs Road, Arnold Drive, State 
Route 12, State Route 1 1 6, and Lakeville Highway, as depicted on Figure B set out at the end of 
this article; 

(iii) "Feasible" shall mean that which is capable of being accomplished in a successful manner 
within a reasonable period of time, taking into account économie, enviromnental, social, légal 
and technical factors. 

(3) Thèse guidelines are intended to reduce the visual impact of residential and related development 
within the area subject to the Taylor Mountain/Sonoma Mountain development guidelines as seen 
from the designated scenic corridor roadways. Thèse guidelines shall apply to single-family dwelling 
units, appurtenant structures and related roadways, grading sites and utilities, except as otherwise ex- 
empt, that are or would be visible firom any of the designated scenic corridor roadways. If such a 
structure is not or would not be visible at the time of construction from such roadways, it is exempt 
from thèse guidelines. 

(4) Thèse guidelines shall be utilized by the planning department and applicable local citizen's commit- 
tees pursuant to Section 26-64-050 to evaluate building permit applications for proposed single- 
family dwelling units and appurtenant structures in the affected building site areas. 

(5) A légal single-family dwelling or appurtenant in existence as of the effective date of this section shall 
be considered to be confonning to this section. Expansions of existing single-family dwelling units 
and appurtenant structures shall conform to thèse guidelines with the following exceptions: 

(i) The remodeling and repair of an existing légal single-family dwelling or a structure appurtenant 
thereto in existence on the effective date of this ordinance and which does not comply with 
thèse guidelines; 
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(ii) The replacement or, over time, the expansion, up to twenty percent (20%) of the floor area, 
net to exceed five hundred (500') square feet of a légal unit or a structure appurtenant thereto 
that is in existence on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this section and which 
does not comply with thèse guidelines. 

(6) Nothing contained in this section shall apply to: 

(i) Accessory structures that do not require a building pennit; 

(ii) Agricultural structures or uses; 

(iii) Farm family, agricultural employée and seasonal or year round farmworker housing. 

(7) Nothing contained in this section shall apply to views of single-family dwelling units and 
appurtenant structures where viewed firom non-vehicular pedestrian, bicycle, or equestrian trails 
open to the public. 

(8) Where strict compliance with thèse guidelines would render a parcel unbuildable, the single-family 
dwelling unit and appurtenant structures, roads, driveways and utility lines shall be located where 
the least visual impact would resuit that is not in conflict with the provisions of Article 64 of this 
chapter. 

(9) Where the planning director détermines that because of soil or climatic conditions, the landscaping 
otherwise required pursuant to subsection 26-90-050(d) would not be feasible, such landscaping 
may be wai ved by the planning director provided that the single-family dwelling and/or appurtenant 
structure(s) are constructed in the least visible location on the building site. The planning director 
shall not waive the landscaping requirements unless and until the appUcant or property owner has 
(i) explored ail reasonable alternative measures to screen or otherwise reduce the visibility of the 
structures to the same degree as the landscaping requirements that would be waived, and (ii) either 
proposed such an alternative or demonstrated that none is feasible for the particular structure at 
issue. 

(10) Where a single-family dwelling unit or appurtenant structure is subject to the site planning, 
architectural and landscaping guidelines set forth in subsections (b), (c), and (d) of this section, 
compliance with said guidelines shall be a condition of approval of a permit 

(11) Where the planning director détermines that a single-family dwelling or appurtenant sdiicture which 
is subject to thèse guidelines has become substantially screened, confomaance with the architectural 
guidelines may be waived. 

(12) Nothing contained in this section shall reduce the residential density permitted under this chapter. 

(13) Where the provisions of this section conflict with any other design guideîine established under 
the gênerai plan or an applicable spécifie or area plan or this chapter, the more restrictive 
provisions shall control provided, however, that the apphcation of the more restrictive provisions 
shall be limited to only those provisions which address the constmction of single-family dwellings 
and appurtenant structures which are subject to thèse guidelines. 
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(14) The planning department shall develop and maintain a brochure to assist the public in complying 
with thèse guidehnes. Such brochure shall, at a minimum, address the issues of earth tone paints, 
low paint reflectivity values suitable to meet the architectural guidelines, and plant materials 
suitable to comply with the landscaping guidelines. 

(b) Site Planning. 

(1) Single-family dwelling units, appurtenant structures and related utility lines, access roads and 
driveways which are subject to thèse guidelines shall, to the extent feasible, be sited so as to be 
substantially screened when viewed from designated scenic corridor roadways. The temi "viewed" 
shall mean what a person of normal eyesight can see from one of the designated scenic corridor 
roadways. 

(2) The siting of single-family dwelling units, appurtenant structures and related utility lines, access 
roads and driveways pursuant to this section must be feasible based on fire, septic, drainage, 
géologie and other such constraints. Where such constraints make it infeasible to substantially 
screen such structures, they shall be located in the least visible location on the parcel, ail things 
considered, and shall be subject to the architectural and landscaping guidelines set forth in 
subsection (d), below. 

(3) Existing végétation or existing topographie features shall be used, where feasible, to substantially 
screen single-family dwelling units, appurtenant structures related utility lines and access roads 
and driveways as seen from the scenic corridor roadways. The grading and removal of woody 
végétation for the purposes of construction of a single-family dwelling unit and related non 
agricultural improvenaents should be limited to only that necessary to accommodate the construc- 
tion consistent with thèse guidelines. The applicant shall provide a site plan indicating any 
végétation or topographie features proposed to be used to substantially screen the single-family 
dwelling unit and related improveraents. 

(4) No portion of a single-family dwelling unit or appurtenant structure or any portion thereof shall 
appear against the sky when viewed from a designated scenic corridor roadway. 

(5) Where strict compliance with the provisions of thèse site planning guidelines would resuit in a 
structure which is subject to thèse guidelines being sited contrary to the provisions of Article 64 
of this chapter, the more restrictive provisions shall control. 

(6) The site planning guidelines set forth in subsection (b) do not apply in building envelopes 
previously established by way of final map or recorded open spaee or conservation easement. 

(7) The grade and aligimient of new access roads, including driveways, related to the construction of 
single family dwellings and appurtenant structures subject to thèse guidelines, shall be located and 
designed to minimize visibility of those roads and road cuts as seen from the designated scenic 
corridor roadways. 

(8) Ail exposed slopes and disturbed soil resuWng from grading of building sites for single-family 
dwellings and appurtenant structures subject to thèse guidelines, related access roads and drive- 
ways, and the installation of related utilities shall be graded so as to be gently sloping and blend 
with the natural topography. Such regraded siopes and disturbed soils shall be revegetated with 

indigenous plants or other plants of a similar character suitable to minimize soil érosion. 
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(c) Architectural Guidelines. 

(1) Single-family dwelling units and appurtenant structures shall conforai to the foUowing guidelines: 

(i) Exterior colors shall be earth tones that hâve a low reflectivity value and blend with the 
surroundings. Exterior colors may be changed to another new color, provided that the other 
new color is consistent with thèse guidelines. Building materials such as bricks, natural wood, 
or stone may be acceptable provided they hâve a low reflectivity value. 

(ii) Window glazing shall be nonreflective. 

(iii) Night lighting shall be designed to minimize visibility from the designated scenic corridor 
roadways, through the use of low wattage fixtures, motion detectors for security lighting, 
and low profile lighting of driveways, and similar other measures. 

(d) Landscaping Guidelines. 

(1) Landscaping necessary to accomplish substantial screening shall be of sufficient size and density 
to screen the structure within ten (10) years following installation. 

(2) Plant species used for any screening and revegetation required by thèse guidelines shall be 
indigenous, or of a similar character. Planting shall also conform to the fire safe standai'ds set forth 
in Chapter 13 of this code. (Ord. No. 5132 § 4, 1999.) 
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Article 92. 
Administrative and Public Hearing Procédures. 

Sec. 26-92-010. Zoning permit — When required. 

Zoningpermits shall be required for ail buildings and structures erected, constructed, altered, repaired ormoved 
in or into any district established by this chapter, and for the use of vacant land or for a change in the character of 
the use of land within any district established by this chapter. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-020. Same — Issuance. 

The zoning permit shall be issued if the proposed use or building is in conformance with the provisions of this 
chapter. If any permit is issued, by error or otherwise, where a proposed use or building is not in conformance 
with the provisions of this chapter, such permit shall be null and void. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-030. Indemniflcation of county. 

(a) At the time of submitting an application for a discretionary approval which is the subject of this chapter, 
the applicant shall agrée, as part of the application, to défend, indemnify and hold harmless the county and 
its agents, officers, attorneys and employées from any claim, action or proceeding brought against the 
county or its agents, officers, attorneys or employées to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the 
county, its advisory agencies, appeal boards of board of supervisors, which action is brought within the ap- 
plicable statute of limitations. The indemniflcation shall include damages awarded against the county, if 
any, costs of suit, attorney fées and other costs and expenses incurred in connection with such action. 

(b) In the event that a claim, action or proceeding discussed in subsection (a) is brought, the county shall 
promptly notify the applicant of the existence of the claim, action or proceeding and will cooperate fully in 
the défense of such claim, action or proceeding. Nothing set forth in this section shall prohibit the county 
from participating in the défense of any claim, action or proceeding if the county elects to bear its own at- 
torney fées and costs and défends the action in good faith. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-040. Hearings — Appeals of administrative décisions — Questions on permitted uses. 

(a) Except as provided in Section 1 -7.3 of this code, the board of zoning adjustments or the planning commis- 
sion, as appropriate, after notice as provided in this chapter, shall hear and décide on applications for use 
permits, applications for variances, and appeals from any order, requirement, permit, décision or détermi- 
nation made by any administrative officiai of the county in connection with the administration of this chap- 
ter. 

(b) Any interested person may appeal any administrative order, requirement, permit, or détermination made by 
the planning director pursuant to this chapter to the board of zoning adjustments or the planning commis- 
sion, as appropriate. An appeal shall be filed in writing with the planning director within ten ( 1 0) days after 
the décision that is the subject of the appeal; provided, however, that the county may still revoke any erro- 
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neously issued permit or entitlement even after the expiration of the ten ( 1 0)-day appeal period. The appeai 
siiali specifically state the basis for the appeal and shali be accompanied by the required fiUng fee. 

(c) In case of uncertainties by the permit and resource management department as to whether certain uses are 
permitted in certain districts, the department may refer such questions to the board of zoning adjustments 
or planning commission, as appropriate, for décision. (Ord. No. 5537 § 2(d), 2004: Ord. No. 4909 § 3, 
1995: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-050. Sam^-Notice. 

(a) At least ten (10) days' notice of ail hearings required by Sections 26-92-040 and 26-92-160 shall be given 
by the planning director through the United States mails with postage prepaid to ail persons shown on the 
last equalized assessment roll as assessed of parcels of real property within three hundred feet(300') of the 
parcel wherein the subject use is located or is to be located or by publication in a nevvspaper of gênerai cir- 
culation and posting in at least three (3) places on or near the property which is the subject of the hearing; 
provided, however, that in the event of an appeal from an administrative détermination by any officiai of 
the county of Sonoma in connection with the administration of this chapter, the planning director need only 
notice the time and place of the hearing to the appellant and applicant in manner he deems just and équita- 
ble. 

(b) At least ten (10) days notice of ail hearings required by Section 26-96-020 shall be given by the planning 
director in accordance with ail applicable laws. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993; Ord. Nos. 2684 and 2936, § VII.) 

Sec. 26-92-060. Concurrent processing of related applications. 

Where a development project requires multiple approvals from différent décision making bodies authorized to 
act under this chapter and Chapter 25 or 26C of the Sonoma County Code, notwithstanding anything else con- 
tained in this chapter and Chapter 25 or 26C to the contrary, the following administrative ruies shall be applied 
to achieve concurrent processing of related applications: 

(a) The Sonoma County planning commission may, at the same meeting that it acts upon an application within 
its jurisdiction, act on a related application which would otherwise be decided by the board of zoning ad- 
justments. 

(b) AU applications made pursuant to Chapter 25 of the Sonoma County Code which are accompanied by an 
application for a rezoning, spécifie plan amendment or gênerai plan amendment shall be heard by the plan- 
ning commission; the planning commission shall make its recommendation to the board of supervisors in 
connection with such rezoning or plan amendment and ail related applications and, after considering such 
recommendation, the board of supervisors shall be the decision-making body for ail such related applica- 
tions. 



(c) Where the board of supervisors takes original jurisdiction over an application made pursuant to Chapter 25 
it may, at the same time, assume direct jurisdiction over a related approval required pursuant to this chap- 
ter, except in those cases where state law requires the planning commission to hear and make a recommen- 
dation on such related approval. 
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(d) Applications for extensions or modifications of development projects originally approved pursuantto this 
section may be acted upon by any décision making body which would otherwise hâve jurisdiction overthe 
type of extension or modification whicii is sought. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993; Ord. No. 3753.) 

Sec. 26-92-070. Use permits — Issuance generally. 

Use permits may be issued by the board of zoning adjustments for any of the uses for wiiich such permits are 
required by this chapter, except in the PC district. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-080. Same — Findings of the board of zoning adjustments — Conditions. 

(a) In order to grant any use permit, the findings of the board of zoning adjustments shall be that the estab- 
lishment, maintenance or opération of the use or building applied for will not under the circumstances of 
the particular case, be detrimental to the health, safety, peace, comfort or gênerai welfare of persons resid- 
ing or working in the neighborhood or to the gênerai welfare of the area. 

The board of zoning adjustments may designate such conditions in accordance with the use permit, as it 
deems necessary to secure the purposes of this chapter and may require such guarantees and évidence that 
such conditions are being or will be complied with. 

(b) Subject to the right of appeal as provided in this chapter, the décision of the board of zoning adjustments 
shall be final ten (10) days after the board of zoning adjustments renders its décision. 

(c) Written findings shall be made in connection with applications for minimarts in which béer or wine is pro- 
posed to be sold. The findings shall be based on substantial évidence in view of the whole record to justify 
the décision of the board. (Ord. No. 5537 § 2(e), 2004: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-090. Mobile home park conversion, closure or cessation of use. 

In order to grant a use permit to allow the conversion of a mobile home park to an alternate land use, closure or 
cessation of use of the land as a mobile home park, the foUowing findings shall be made by the board of zoning 
adjustments/planning commission: 

(a) Finding required by Section 26-92-050(a); 

(b) ( 1 ) Adéquate replacement space in other mobile home parks is available for displaced mobile home park 

tenants and any adverse impacts of the conversion, closure or cessation of use on the ability of displaced 
mobile home park tenants to find adéquate space in a mobile home park hâve been mitigated, or 

(2) There exists land which is presently zoned and approved for development which will allow replace- 
ment housing for displaced mobile home park tenants; 

(c) A relocation plan has been submitted which mitigates the adverse impacts of the displacement of low-and 
moderate-income individuals or households for a reasonable transition period and mitigates the adverse 
impacts of long-term displacement. 
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(d) An adéquate impact report lias been prepared and fîled pursuant to Government Code, Sections 65863.7 
and 66427.4 and Civil Code Section 798 et seq. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-100. Variances generally. 

(a) Whenever, because of spécial circumstances applicable to the subject property, including size, shape, to- 
pography, location or surroundings which are unique to the subject property alone, where the strict applica- 
tion of this chapter is bound to deprive the property of privilèges enjoyed by other properties in the vicinity 
and under identical zone classification, a variance may be granted. Justification for such a variance shall be 
based solely on comparative information describing the disparities between the subject property and sur- 
rounding properties and the burden of demonstrating that the above requirements are met shall be the re- 
sponsibility of the applicant. 

(b) At the conclusion of the public hearing, the board of zoning adjustments shall make written findings of fact 
showing whether or not the requirements of subsection (a) of this section apply to the variance sought. As a 
part of such findings, the board shall set forth such conditions, if any, as are necessary to obtain compliance 
with the provision of such subsection. FoUowing the aforesaid hearings, the board of zoning adjustments 
shall make its détermination on the matter within sixty (60) days after the hearing is closed. Failure of the 
board of zoning adjustments to reach a décision on the matter within sixty (60) days after the hearing is 
closed shall constitute a déniai of the request by the Board. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-110. When décision of board of zoning adjustments to be final. 

Subject to the right of appeal as provided in this chapter, the décision of the board of zoning adjustments shall be 
final ten (JO) days after the board of zoning adjustments renders its décision. (Ord. No. 5537 § 2(f), 2004: Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-120. Revocation generally. 

(a) Whenever in the opinion of the planning director or of the board of zoning adjustments a condition of any 
permit issued pursuant to this chapter has been violated, or that the use constitutes a nuisance, the planning 
director shall cause a hearing to be held before the board of zoning adjustments on the matter of the revoca- 
tion or modification of such permit. The hearing shall be noticed in accordance with this chapter and shall 
require the owner to appear at the noticed time and place and show cause why such permit should not be 
revoked ormodified. 

(b) If, after the hearing, the board of zoning adjustments finds that there has been or will be a substantial fail- 
ure to fulfill one or more of the conditions of the permit or that exercise of the use constitutes a nuisance, 
the board may either revoke the permit or modify it in such a manner as to secure the goals of Section 26- 
92-080. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-130. Revocation for failure to use or for abandonment of use. 

In any case where a zoning permit, use permit, design review approval or variance permit has not been used 
within two (2) years after the date of the granting thereof or for such additional period as may be specified in the 
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permit, such permit shall become automatically void and of no further effect, provided, however, that upon writ- 
ten request by the applicant and payment of applicable fées prior to the expiration of the two (2) year period, the 
permit approval may be extended for not more than one (1) year by the authority which granted the original 
permit. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-140. Revocation — Notice. 

(a) At leastten(10)days' written notice of ail hearings required by Sections 26-92- 120 and 26-92-1 30 shall be 
given by the planning director through the United States mails to the owners of the property that is the sub- 
ject of the permit. 

(b) The planning director may give such additional notice as he deems necessary to secure a fair hearing. (Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-150. Permit conditions as violations of this chapter. 

It is unlawful, prohibited and a violation of this chapter to violate any term or condition of any permit or ap- 
proval granted or issued pursuant to this chapter. Any person whether as principal, agent, employée or otherwise, 
violating any such term or condition shall be subject to the sanctions provided in Section 26-92-260. (Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-155. Original jurisdiction. 

This section provides the procédures for the board of supervisors, upon its own initiative, to exercise original 
jurisdiction over applications filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(a) Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. Any member of the board of supervisors may request the board 
to exercise original jurisdiction over any application filed pursuant to this chapter, except in cases where state 
law requires a recommendation of the planning commission prior to action by the board on the matter. 

(b) Timing and Form of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction 
shall be made orally at a board of supervisors meeting, or filed in writing with the clerk of the board, prior to any 
décision by a lower level décision maker approving or denying the subject application. A request to exercise 
original jurisdiction need not state the reasons for the request. 

(c) Effect of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction shall stay any 
proceedings of lower level décision makers until the board of supervisors takes action in compliance with sub- 
section (d) of this section. 

(d) Considération of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction shall 
be considered by the board of supervisors at a public meeting. Notice of the meeting shall be given, and the 
meeting shall be conducted, in compliance with applicable law. 
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( 1 ) If the board of supervisors approves the request to exercise original jurisdiction, the board shall as- 
sume jurisdiction over the matter and take action in compliance with subsection (e) ot this section. 

(2) If the board of supervisors dénies the request to exercise original jurisdiction, the appropriate lower 
level décision maker shall résume jurisdiction over the matter and take action in compliance with ap- 
plicable law. 

(e) Hearing and Décision. Any matter that is the subject of original jurisdiction shall be heard and decided by 
the board of supervisors at a public hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be given, and the hearing shall be con- 
ducted, in compliance with applicable law. The board may approve, conditionally approve, or deny the subject 
application. 

(f) Participation by Initiator of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. Any member of the board of supervi- 
sors who initiâtes a request to exercise original jurisdiction shall hâve full participation rights in determining 
whether to approve the request and, if the request is approved, in hearing and deciding upon the matter, includ- 
ing the right to vote, unless actual bias or préjudice is otherwise shown. (Ord. No. 5537 § 2(g), 2004) 

Sec. 26-92-160. Appeals to the board of supervisors. 

(a) Any interested person may appeal any décision made by the board of zoning adjustments or the planning 
commission pursuant to this chapter to the board of supervisors. An appeal shall be filed in writing with the 
planning director within ten (1 0) days after the décision that is the subject of the appeal. The appeal shall specifi- 
cally State the basis for the appeal and shall be accompanied by the required filing fee. The board of supervisors 
shall set a date for public hearing and cause notice to be given as provided in this chapter. The board of supervi- 
sors shall render its décision within ninety (90) days after the public hearing is first opened. In the event that the 
board of supervisors fails to act within the ninety (90)-day period, the décision of the board of zoning adjust- 
ments or planning commission shall be deemed to be upheld. The ninety (90)-day time limit established by this 
subsection may be extended, with the consent of the board of supervisors, by any individual or entity having a 
fee or leasehold interest in the property subject to the appeal. 

(b) The filing of an appeal pursuant to this section shall operate as a stay on issuance, modification, or revoca- 
tion, as the case may be, of any permit with respect to which the appeal is taken. The action shall be stayed until 
the board of supervisors has entered its décision. 

(c) Any appeal filed pursuant to this section may be withdrawn where the appellant requests such withdrawal 
and the board of supervisors consents. (Ord. No. 5537 § 2(h), 2004: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-161. Direct review. 

This section provides the procédures for the board of supervisors, upon its own initiative, to review the décisions 
of lower level décision makers on applications filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(a) Request for Direct Review. Any member of the board of supervisors may request the board to review a dé- 
cision of a lower level décision maker approving or denying any application filed pursuant to this chapter. 
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(b) Timing and Form of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shaii be made oraliy at a board 
of supervisors meeting, or filed in writing with the clerk of the board, prior to the expiration of tiie appeal period 
for the décision of the lower levé! décision maker on the subject appHcation. A request for direct review need not 
State the reasons for the request. A request for direct review shall not be deemed to be an allégation of any flaw 
in or a pre-judgment of the décision of the lower level décision maker. 

(c) Effect of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall stay the décision of the lower level 
décision maker until the board of supervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (d) of this section and, 
if applicable, until the board of supervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (e) of this section. The 
stay shall not extend the time for filing an appeal of the décision of the lower level décision maker. 

(d) Considération of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall be considered by the board of 
supervisors at a public meeting. Notice of the meeting shall be given, and the meeting shall be conducted, in 
compliance with applicable law. 

(1) If the board of supervisors approves the request for direct review, the board shall assume jurisdiction 
over the matter and take action in compliance with subsection (e) of this section. 

(2) If the board of supervisors dénies the request for direct review, the décision of the lower level déci- 
sion maker shall stand unless an appeal of the décision was timely filed. 

(e) Hearing and Décision. Any matter that is the subject of direct review shall be heard and decided by the 
board of supervisors at a public hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be given, and the hearing shall be conducted, 
in compliance with applicable law. The hearing shall be de novo. The board may affirm, wholly or partly, mod- 
ify, or reverse the décision of the lower level décision maker on the subject application. 

(f) Participation by Initiator of Request for Direct Review. Any member of the board of supervisors who initi- 
âtes a request for direct review shall hâve full participation rights in determining whether to approve the request 
and, if the request is approved, in hearing and deciding upon the matter, including the right to vote, unless actual 
bias or préjudice is otherwise shown. (Ord. No. 5537 § 2(i), 2004.) 

Sec. 26-92-162. Simultaneous appeal and direct review. 

When a décision by a lower level décision maker is both appealed and jurisdiction is taken by the board of su- 
pervisors through direct review, both the appeal and the direct review shall be heard and considered concur- 
rently. (Ord. No. 5537 § 2(j), 2004.) 

Sec. 26-92-170. Application for zoning permits, use permits, variances and appeals. 

Applications for zoning permits, use permits, variances and appeals for use permits and variances shall be in 
writing on forms prescribed by the board of zoning adjustments and shall be accompanied by such plans and data 
as are necessary to détermine compliance with this chapter. If a use permit application, variance permit applica- 
tion, or mobile home zoning permit application is denied by the board of zoning adjustments. 
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planning commission or board of supervisors, reapplication for the same use cannot be made within one (1) 
year of the déniai unless the application is denied "without préjudice." (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-92-180. Fées for zoning permits, use permits, variances, appeais and design review. 

(a) Every person making an application for zoning permits, variances, design review, rezoning, appeals, 
gênerai plan amendments and spécifie plan amendments, or other related procédures, shall pay a 
processing fee prescribed by resolution of the board of supervisors. 

(b) Pemiit fées may be waived or refunded by the Sonoma County board of supervisors, board of zoning 
adjustments or planning commission upon a showing of good cause. No application fee will be required 
from the county of Sonoma or any other public agency whose directors are the Sonoma County board 
of supervisors acting as directors of the public agency. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993; Ord. No. 2269, § 1.) 

Sec 26-92-190. Enforcement of chapter. 

(a) The planning director and the director's authorized agents and/or employées are hereby authorized to 
issue citations to persons for violations of this chapter. 

(b) The planning director and the director's authorized agents or employées are authorized to issue stop 
orders to prohibit further construction or use of structures or property which are violations of this 
chapter. Such stop orders shall remain in effect until violations are eliminated. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-92-200. Compliance with chapter generaDy. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, no building shall be erected and no existing building shall 
be moved, altered, added to or enlarged, nor shall aiiy land, building or premises be used, designated 
or intended to be used for any purpose or in any manner other than one that is included among the uses 
listed in this chapter as peimîtted in the district in which such building, land or premises is located. 

(b) No building shall be erected, reconstracted or stracturally altered to exceed in height the limit designated 
in this chapter for the districts in which such building is located. 

(c) No building shall be erected, nor shall any existing building be altered, enlarged or rebuilt, nor shall 
any open area be encroached upon or reduced in any manner, except in conformity to the yard, building 
site area and building location régulations designated in this chapter for the district in which such 
building or open space is located. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-92-210. Permits and licenses to conform to chapter. 

(a) AU departments, officiais and public employées of the county which are vested witii the duty or authority 
to issue permits or licenses shall conform to the provisions of this chapter and shall issue no such permit 
or license for uses, buildings or puiposes where the same would be in conflict Mdth the provisions of 
this chapter. Such permit or license, if issued in conflict with the provisions of this chuter, shall be 
null and void. 

(b) The county may refuse to issue any discretionary or ministerial permit, license, variance or other 
entitlement, which is sought pursuant to this chapter, including zoning clearance for a building permit. 
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where the property upon whîch the use or structure is proposed is in violation of this chapter. (Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-92-220. Structure or use contrary to chapter prohibited — ^Dedared public nuisance — 
Abatement generaliy. 

Any building or structure set up, erected, constracted, altered, enlarged, conveited, moved or maintained 
contrary to the provisions of this chapter shall be, and the same is declared to be iinlawfiil and pubhc 
nuisance, and the district attomey of the county shall, on order of the board of supervisors, immediateiy 
commence action or proceedings for the abatement and removal and enjoinment thereof in the manner 
provided by law, and shall take such other steps, and shall apply to such court as may hâve jurisdiction to 
grant such relief as will abate or remove such building or structure, and restrain and enjoin any person from 
setting up, erecting, building, maintaining or using any such building or structure or using any property 
contrary to the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-230. Same — Abatement of outdoor advertising structures and signs. 

(a) If any outdoor advertising stracture, sign or s^purtenant sign is erected, constracted or maintained in 
any district contrary to the provisions of this chapter, the board of zoning adjustments shall set a time 
and place for hearing and serve upon the owner of the structure, and the owner of the real property upon 
which it is situated, an order to show cause why the board of zoning adjustments should not cause the 
structure to be summarily abated and removed from the real property. For purpose of this chapter, such 
owner of record shall be deemed to be the owner as shown by the last equalized assessment roU of the 
county, and the address of such owner of record shall be deemed to be that as disclosed by the 
assessment roU. Such order to shown cause shall be served upon the owner of record of the real property 
and upon the owner of the stracture by registered or certified mail at least thirty (30) days before the 
date of the hearing. If the address of the owner of such stracture is unknown, the order to show cause 
shall be deemed to be the owner as shown by the last equalized assessment roU of the county, and the 
address of such owner of record shall be deemed to be that as disclosed by the assessment roU. Such 
order to show cause shall be served upon the owner of record of the real property and upon the owner 
of such stracture is unknown, the order to show cause shall be mailed to him in care of the real property. 
A copy of the order to show cause shall also be posted on the real property on or near the outdoor 
advertising stracture, sign or appurtenant sign. 

(b) If, after heaiing, the board of zoning adjustments detennines that the outdoor adverdsing structures, signs 
or appurtenant sign should be summarily abated, it may order the road commissioner to remove the same 
and store it in the nearest county corporation yard. Thereafter, the owner of the stracture may claim 
the same upon payment of the expenses of the road conmiissioner in coimection with such removal. 
If such outdoor advertising stmcture; sign or appurtenant sign is not reclaimed within a period of six 
(6) months, the road commissioner may make such disposition thereof as he deems proper. (Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-92-240, Repealed by Ord. No. 4909. 

Sec. 26-92-250. Remédies to be cumulative. 

The remédies provided for in this chapter shall be cumulative and not exclusive. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-92-260. Penalty for violation of chapter — Continuing violations. 

Any person, firm or corporation or agency, or employée of any person, firm or corporation or agency who vio- 
lâtes or i<nowingly permits violation ot any regulatory provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a public of- 
fense. The first and each subséquent conviction shall be a misdemeanor punished by a fine of not more than one 
thousand dollars ($1 000.00) or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. Each person, firm or corporation or agency or employée thereof shall be guilty of a 
separate offense for each day, or any portion thereof, during which any violation of this chapter is committed or 
permitted and shall be punished accordingly. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-92-270. Tolling of development timelines. 

The period of time during which any zoning permit, use permit, variance, précise development plan, design re- 
view approval or other entitlement issued pursuant to this chapter would normally be effective may be tolled 
pursuant to the provisions of this section. Requests for a stay may be made where a lawsuit is brought in a court 
of compétent jurisdiction involvingthe approval or conditional approval of any of the foregoing permits orenti- 
tlements. The following shall apply to requests for a stay: 

(a) A stay may not be granted until the county is served with the initial pétition or complaint. If the county is 
not a party to the litigation, the county must be served with a courtesy copy of the initial pleading. 

(b) Stays will only be granted where the litigation is brought by opponents of the development to attack or 
overturn the development approval or its accompanying environmental document. 

(c) Stays may only be requested in connection with development approvals or any authorized extensions 
thereof, which are in effect as of or after March 1, 1991 . 

(d) A request for a stay must be made prior to the expiration of the development approval or any authorized 
extension thereof. Requests may be made on or after March 1, 1991. 

(e) A request for a stay of one (1) year or less will be automatically approved by the planning director, unless 
the litigation is collusive. 

(f) A request for a stay of more than one (1 ) year and up to three (3) years is discretionary and will be acted 
upon by the body which issued the original permit or entitlement and shall be subject to appeal in the same 
fashion as would the original permit or entitlement. 

(g) Stays shall not exceed either three (3) years or the period during which the litigation is pending, whichever 
is less. 

(h) Requests for stays shall be acted upon within (40) days. 

(i) If granted, the effective life of the permit or entitlement shall be extended for the period of the stay. (Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 93. 

Requests for Reasonable Accommodations Under 
the Fair Housing Acts 

Sec. 26-93-010. Purpose. 

This section provides a procédure to request reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities seeking 
equal access to housing under tiie Fédéral Fair Housing Act and the Caiifornia Fair Employment and Housing 
Act (the Acts) in the application of zoning laws and other land use régulations, policies and procédures. (Ord. 
No. 5429 §8, 2003.) 

Sec. 26-93-020. Applicability. 

A request for reasonable accommodation may be made by any person with a disability, or by an entity acting on 
behalf of a person or persons with disabilities to provide or secure equal access to housing, when the application 
of a zoning law or other land use régulation, policy or practice acts as a barrier to fair housing opportunities. A 
person with a disability is a person who has a physical or mental impairment that limits or substantially limits 
one or more major life activities; anyone who is regarded as having such impairment; or anyone who has a re- 
cord of such impairment. This section is intended to apply to those persons who are defined as disabled under the 
Acts. 

A request for reasonable accommodation may include a modification or exception to the rules, standards and 
practices for the siting, development and use of housing or housing-related facilitiesthat would eliminate regula- 
tory barriers and provide a person with a disability with equal opportunity to housing of their choice. Requests 
for reasonable accommodation shall be made in the manner prescribed by Section 26-93-030. (Ord. No. 5429 
§ 8, 2003.) 

Sec. 26-93-030. Application requirements. 

(a) Application. Requests for reasonable accommodation shall be submitted on an application form provided 
by the planning department, or in the form of a letter to the deputy director of planning, and shall contain 
the following information: 

(1 ) The applicant's name, address and téléphone number; 

(2) The Street address and assessor's parcel number of the property for which the request is being made; 

(3) The current actual use of the property; 

(4) The basis for the daim that the individual (or group of individuals, if application is made by an entity 
acting on behalf of a person or persons with disabilities) is considered disabled under the Acts; 

(5) The zoning law, provision, régulation or policy from which reasonable accommodation is being re- 
quested; 

(6) Why the requested accommodation is necessary to make the spécifie property accessible to the indi- 
vidual or group of individuals. 

(b) Concurrent Review. If the project for which the request for reasonable accommodation is being made aiso 
requires some other discretionary approval, then the applicant may file the request concurrently with the 
application for discretionary approval. (Ord. No. 5429 § 8, 2003.) 
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Sec. 26-93-040. Review authority and procédure. 

(a) Director. Requests for reasonable accommodation shall be reviewed by the planning director, or his/iier 
désignée, if no approval is sought other than the reasonable accommodation request. The director or his/her 
désignée shall make a written détermination within forty-five (45) days and either grant, grant with modifi- 
cations or deny a request for reasonable accommodation in accordance with Section 26-93-050. 

(b) Other Review Authority. Requests for reasonable accommodation submitted for concurrent review with 
another discretionary land use application shall be reviewed by the authority reviewing the discretionary 
land use application. The applicable review authority shall make a written détermination and either grant, 
grant with modifications or deny a request for reasonable accommodation in accordance with Section 26- 
93-050. (Ord. No. 5429 § 8, 2003.) 

26-93-050. Findings and décision. 

(a) Findings. The written décision to grant, grant with modifications or deny a request for reasonable accom- 
modation will be consistent with the Acts and shall be based on considération of the following: 

( 1 ) Whether the housing which is the subject of the request will be used by an individual or a group of 
individuals considered disabled under the Acts, and that the accommodation requested is necessary to 
make spécifie housing available to the individual or group of individuals with (a) disability(ies) under 
the Acts; 

(2) Whether there are alternative reasonable accommodations available that would provide an équivalent 
level of benefit, or if alternative accommodations would be suitable based on the circumstances of 
this particular case; 

(3) Whether the requested reasonable accommodation would impose an undue financial or administrative 
burden on the county; 

(4) Whether the requested reasonable accommodation would be consistent with the gênerai plan land use 
désignation of the property which is the subject of the reasonable accommodation request, and with 
the gênerai purpose and intent in the applicable zoning district; 

(5) Whether the requested reasonable accommodation substantially affects the physical attributes of the 
property. 

(b) Conditions of Approval. In granting a request for reasonable accommodation, the reviewing authority may 
impose any conditions of approval deemed reasonable and necessary to ensure that the reasonable accom- 
modation would comply with the findings required in Subsection (a) of this section. (Ord. No. 5429 § 8, 
2003.) 

Sec. 26-93-060. Appeal of détermination. 

A détermination by the reviewing authority to grant, grant with modifications, or deny a request for reasonable 
accommodation may be appealed pursuant to Section 26-92-040 of this code. (Ord. No. 5429 § 8, 2003.) 
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Article 94. 

Nonconforming Uses. 

Sec. 26-94-010. Continuance. 

The lawful use of land existing on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter although such use 
does not conform to the régulations specified by this chapter for the district in which such land is located, may 
be continued but shall not be enlarged or increased, nor be extended to occupy a greater area than that occupied 
by such use at the time of the adoption of said ordinance, and that if any use ceases, the subséquent use of such 
land shall be in conformance with the régulations specified by this chapter for the district in which such land is 
located provided that: 

(a) A légal nonconforming use may be replaced by a use of the same or less intensity upon obtaining a use per- 
mit or a use permit waiver; 

(b) Pursuant to policy LU-l f of the gênerai plan, a légal nonconforming use may be expanded one time not to 
exceed ten percent (10%) of the total existing floor area for any structures subject to lot coverage and set- 
back requirements and to ail other applicable requirements of the this code, and provided that such struc- 
tures are not located within a designated redevelopment project area; 

(c) A légal nonconforming use consisting of a mobile home may be replaced with a newer and larger mobile 
home in the same location, subject to Article 82. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-94-020. Reconstruction. 

If at any time any commercial or industrial use in existence on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this 
chapter, which does not conform to the régulations for the district in which it is located, is damaged or destroyed 
by fire, explosion, Act of God, tortious conduct of a third party, or act of the public enemy, to the extent of more 
than fifty percent (50%) of the replacement value of the structure, the land shall be subject to ail the régulations 
specified by this chapter or the district in which such land is located. Any légal nonconforming agricultural or 
residential structure so damaged may be rebuilt on the original foundation footprint. Additional floor area may 
be added to the structure in accordance with Section 26-94-0 1 0(b). "Replacement value," as used in this section, 
is equal to the cost of the labor and materials which would be necessary to construct the structure. (Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-94-030. Termination of use. 

If the actual opération of a légal nonconforming use ceases for a continuons period of one (1) year, unless the 
légal owner can establish valid proof to the contrary, such cessation of the légal nonconforming use shall be con- 
sidered termination; then without further action by the planning commission the use of the land shall be subject 
to ail the régulations specified by this chapter for the district in which such land is located. (Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 

Sec. 26-94-040. Repairs and maintenance. 

(a) Remodeling, ordinary maintenance and repairs may be made to any légal nonconforming industrial or com- 
mercial structures to the extent of twenty percent (20%) of the appraised value of the structure 
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during any caiendar year period; provided, that foundarion work shall be exempt itom the twenty percent 
(20%) calculation. Remcxieling, ordinary maintenance and repairs to any légal nonconfonning agricultural 
or residential structure shall not be limited except as otherwise required by this article or by other 
provisions of law. 

(b) Nonconfonning historic structures shall be exempt from the twenty percent (20%) calculation provided 
that they are either. (1) included in an historic combining district; or (2) are listed as an historic resource 
in a spécifie plan or coastal plan; and (3) hâve been certified to be an historic resource by the Sonoma 
County historic landmarks commission, or state of Califomia or in the Fédéral Register of Historic 
Places; and (4) repair or reconstmction is an authentic replica of the original stracture. (Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 

Sec 26-94-050. Waiver of covered parking. 

The director of planning may waive the requirement for covered parking when a nonconfonning structure 
is proposed for rehabilitation if topography, lot size or existing building location renders the requirement of 
covered parking unreasonable. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-94-060. Constructioii begûming prier to eSective date of ordinance. 

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be deemed to require any change in the plans, constmction or 
designated use of any building upon which actual construction was lawfiilly begun prior to the effective date 
of the ordinance codified in this chapter. "Actuai construction" is defîned to be the acmal placing of 
constmction materials in their permanent position, fastened in a permanent manner; provided, that in ail cases 
actual constmction work shall be diligently cairied on until the completion of the building or stmcmre 
involved. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-94-070. Nonconforming uses created by change in districts. 

The foregoing provisions of this article shall also apply to nonconforming uses in districts hereafter changed. 
(Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-94-080. Outdoor advertising structures and signs. 

Ail outdoor advertising stmctures, outdoor advertising signs, appurtenant signs and directional signs existing 
on or prior to December 5, 1957, or the effective date of a change in land use classification, whichever is 
iater, which do not conform to the provisions of this chuter relating to the district in which such outdoor 
advertising structures, outdoor advertising signs, appurtenant signs and directional signs are located shall be 
considered nonconforming uses. Subject to the limitations set forth in the State Outdoor Advertising Act, such 
nonconforming uses shall be removed without compensation within thirty (30) days after the expiration of 
the amortization period set forth in Business and Professions Code Sections 5412.1 and 5412.2. The 
amortization period for signs which may be amortized pursuant to Sections 5412.1 and 5412.3 shall commence 
after the adoption of the ordinance codified in this chapter and the giving of notice to the affected property 
owner. Wherever, by reason of the spacing limitations of this chapter, a greater number of outdoor advertising 
stmctures, outdoor adverdsing signs, appurtenant signs or directional signs exist in the R, LIA, LEA and DA 
districts than this chapter permits, the board of zoning adjustments shall détermine the date of establishment 
of each such outdoor advertising stmcture, outdoor advertising sign, appurtenant sign or directional sign and 
détermine which such signs are nonconforming and subject to amortization pursuant to Business and 
Professions Code Sections 5412.1 and 5412.3. Outdoor advertising signs and strucmres that were defined as 
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gênerai service boards and granted a use perniit prior to the adoption of this ordinance shall become a ^H| 

nonconforming use, if they do not meet the provisos of this chapter. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) ^^ 
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Article 96. 

Amendments. 

Sec. 26-96-010. Procédure generaliy — ^Methods of initiating. 

This chapter may be amendée by changing the boundaries of districts or by changing any other provision 
thereof whenever the public necessity and convenience and the gênerai welfare reqiiire such amendment by 
following the procédure of this article. An amendment may be initiated by: 

(a) The pétition of one (1) or more owners of property affected by the proposed amendment which pétition 
shall be filed with the planning commission; 

(b) Resolution of intention by the board of supervisors; 

(c) Résolution of intention by the planning commission. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-96-020. Public hearing — ZouiTig and intérim zoning. 

The planning conamission shall hold at least one (1) public hearing after notice as provided in this chapter, 
prior to taking any action on any proposai to amend this chapter; provided, that if the planning commission, 
or the department of planning, in good faith is conducting or intends to conduct studies within a reasonable 
time for the purpose of, or holding a hearing for the purpose of , or has held a hearing and has recommended 
to the board of supervisors of the county the adoption of any zoning ordinance or amendment or addition 
thereto, the board of supervisors, to protect the public health, safety and welfare, may adopt as an urgency 
measure a temporaiy zoning ordinance, in accordance with Iitle 7, Chapter 4 of the Government Code of 
the State, placing the area which is the subject of such smdies or hearing in an S district (smdy district). (Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-96-030. Action by planning commission. 

Following a public hearing, the planning commission shall make a report of its fïndings and recommendations 
with respect to the proposed amendment and shall file with the board of supervisors an attested copy of such 
report within ninety (90) days after the notice of the first of the hearings; provided, that such time limit may 
be extended upon the mumal agreement of the parties having an interest in the proceedings. Failure of the 
plarming commission to report within ninety (90) days without the aforesaid agreement, shall be deemed to 
be approval of the proposed amendment by the planning commission. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-96-040. Action by board of supervisors — ^Abandonment or withdrawal of amendatory 
proceedings. 

Upon receipt of a report from the planning commission or upon the expiration of the ninety (90) days as 
aforesaid, the board of supervisors shall set the matter for hearing and shall give notice thereof by one (1) 
publication within the county at least ten (10) days prior to such hearing. After conclusion of the hearing, 
the board of supervisors may adopt the proposed amendment or any part thereof in such form as the board 
may deem advisable. The décision of the board of supervisors, whenever practicable, shall be rendered within 
ninety (90) days after the receipt of a report and recommendation from the planning commission, except that 
after a four-fifths (4/5) vote, the board of supervisors may render its décision after ninety (90) days but within 
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a reasonable time. Upon the consent of the planning conamission, any pétition for an amendment may be 
withdrawn upon the written application of a majority of ail the persons who signed such pétition. The board 
of supervisors or the planning commission, as the case may be, may by resolution abandon any proceeding 
for an amendment initiated by its own resolution of intention; provided, that such abandonment may be made 
only when such proceedings are before such body for considérable; and provided that any hearing of which 
public notice has been given shall be held. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Article 98. 
Development Fées. 

Sec. 26-98-005. Purpose. 

Purpose: the purpose of this article is to provide a place in the Sonoma County zoning ordinance for the codifica- 
tion of development fee ordinances which accompany spécifie plans adopted by the board of supervisors. Such 
codifications are intended to assist both staff and developers in locating development fee ordinances which apply 
to parcels located within certain spécifie plan areas in the county. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-98-010. Sonoma Valley development fee. 

lii order to implement the goals and objectives of the gênerai plan, including the circulation and transit élément 
of that gênerai plan, and to mitigate the traffic impacts caused by new development in the Sonoma Valley devel- 
opment fee impact area, and to implement the results of the Sonoma Valley traffic study, certain public roadway 
improvements must be constructed to insure a safe and efficient level of service. The board of supervisors has 
determined that a development impact fee is needed in order to finance thèse public improvements and to pay for 
the development' s fair share of the construction cost of thèse improvements. In establishing the fee described in 
the following sections, the board of supervisors has found the fee to be consistent with its gênerai plan and, pur- 
suant to Government Code Section 65913.2, has considered the effects of the fee with respect to the county' s 
housing needs as established in the housing élément of the gênerai plan. (Ord. No. 4815 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-98-020. Sonoma Valley development fee impact area. 

(a) The Sonoma Valley development fee impact area is shown on the map attached to Ordinance No. 48 1 5 as 
Exhibit A, and is on file with the permit and resource management department, and is incorporated herein. 

(b) There is created in the office of the county auditor-controller and the county treasurer a spécial interest- 
bearing separate capital facilities account or fund complying with the requirements of Government Code 
§ 66006(a) entitled "Sonoma Valley Roadway Improvement Fund." Said fund shall consist of a roadway 
account. Ail amounts collected from roadway development fées in the Sonoma Valley development fee 
impact area shall be deposited in that account. Thèse fées shall be expended in accordance with the provi- 
sions of the gênerai plan and Section 26-98-010 et seq. of this code to pay the costs of the roadway facili- 
ties and improvements described in Table 1, dated September 2004, as amended (attached to the ordinance 
codified in this chapter and on file in the permit and resource management department and made a part 
hereof). Thèse funds may also be used to reimburse the developers who hâve been required or permitted to 
install roadway facilities which are oversized with supplemental size, length or capacity. (Ord. No. 5514 
§ 1,2004: Ord. No. 5419 § 1,2003: Ord. No. 5345 § 1,2002: Ord. No. 5214 § 1,2000: Ord. No. 5012 § 1, 
1997: Ord. No. 4980 §3, 1996: Ord. No. 4961 § 1, 1996: Ord. No. 4815 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-98-030. Findings and déterminations of the board of supervisors. 

(a) The purpose of the fées adopted by Section 26-98-0 1 et seq. is to pay the costs of roadway facilities and 
improvements in accordance with the provisions of the gênerai plan, including the circulation and transit 
élément, and to implement the county's gênerai plan, and to use the authority of Article Xi, Section 7 of 
the California Constitution by imposing development fées to fund the costs of certain facilities and services 
the need for which is generated by the type and level of development proposed in the Sonoma Valley de- 
velopment fee impact area. 

(b) The use to which the fées are to be put is to pay the costs of the roadway facilities and improvements iden- 
tified in Table I , dated September 2004, as amended (attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter and 
on file in the permit and resource management department and made a part hereof). 

(c) There is a reasonable relationship between the fées used and the types of development projects on which 
the fee is imposed for the reasons set forth in the gênerai plan, the Sonoma Valley traffic study and the 
January 1991, February 1992 and subséquent reports of the transportation and public works director, ail of 
which are incorporated herein by this référence. 

(d) There is a reasonable relationship between the need for the roadway facilities and improvements identified 
in Table 1, dated September 2004, as amended, and the development projects on which the fee is imposed, 
for the reasons set forth in the Sonoma County gênerai plan, the Sonoma Valley traffic study and the Janu- 
ary 1991, February 1992 and subséquent reports of the transportation and public works director, ail of 
which are incorporated herein by this référence. 

(e) The cost estimâtes in Table 1 , dated September 2004, as amended, are based upon actual current costs of 
construction as determined by the county director of transportation and public works through an analysis of 
current contracted public projects. 

(f) Without the adoption of Section 26-98-0 1 et seq., and the construction of infrastructure improvements as 
called for in Table 1 , dated September 2004, as amended, there will be decreased levels of service on cer- 
tain highways, increased congestion, decreased highway safety, increased accidents, inadéquate structural 
sections, road services deteriorating to the point where they cannot be safely maintained, lack of shoulders 
meeting basic safety standard, substandard traffic intersections and an increase in floodingpotential. (Ord. 
No. 5514 § 2, 2004; Ord. 5419 § 2, 2003: Ord. No. 5345 § 2, 2002; Ord. No. 5214 § 1, 2000: Ord. No. 
5012 § 2, 1997: Ord. No. 4980 § 4, 1996: Ord. No. 4961 § 2, 1996: Ord. No. 4815 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-98-040. Amount of roadway improvement fund. 

(a) The development fee required for roadway improvements shall be apportioned among residential, commer- 
cial, industrial and institutional use. 

(b) The development fee amount is based upon the report of the transportation and public works director dated 
January 1 99 1 (including the studies and documents and attachments to that report) and February 1992, and 
the subséquent reports, and the gênerai plan and the Sonoma Valley traffic study. 
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The development fee shall be: 

Four hundred seven dollars ($407.00) per trip for residential uses; and 

One hundred twenty-four dollars ($124.00) per trip for commercial uses; and 

One hundred fourteen dollars ($1 14.00) per trip for industrial/institutional uses. 
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(c) The total fee payable for residential, commercial and industrial/institutional uses shall be computed by 
multiplymg the number of estimated new average daily trips generated by the proposed project times 
the fee per trip. 

(d) Calculation of new average daily trips: 

(1) The mostly recently issued trip génération manual published by the Instimte of Transportation 
Engineers shall be used to detennine the average daily trips for each proposed use. 

(2) If a project alters or replaces an existimg légal project on the same parcel, the number of average 
daily trips generated by the existing légal project will be deducted to détermine the net increase 
in average daily trips. The fee assessment will be based on the net increase in average daily trips 
for a paiticuiar site. 

Exaniple: For a gênerai retaii use of four thousand (4,000) square feet, replacing existing uses 
generating twenty (20) average daily trips, the fee would be: 

48 trips/MSF X 4 MSP = +192 gross trips (MSF = Thousand Square Feet) 
20 existing trips = - 20 

31 passby trips = - 31 



Net New Trips = 141 new trips 

141 New Trips x $124yTrip = $17,484 



(e) Individual nonresidential uses permitted by land use plan other than in commercial, industrial and 
instimtional land use catégories shall hâve roadway improvement fées assigned based upon recommenda- 
tions from the county department of transportation and public works. (Ord. No. 4980 § 2,1996: Ord. 
No. 4815 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-050. Alternative method and compliance with other laws. 

(a) Sections 26-98-010 through 26-98-100, inclusive, are intended to establish a supplementaî method for 
funding the cost of certain facilities and services, the need for which will be generated by the level and 
type of development proposed in the Sonoma Valley deveiopment fee impact area. The provisions of 
thèse sections shall not be construed to limit the power of the county to impose any other fées or 
exactions, but shall be in addition to any other requirements which the county is authorized to impose, 
or has previously imposed, as a condition of approving plans, rezonings, or other entitlements within 
the Sonoma Valley development fee impact area pursuant to state and local laws. 

(b) The development fées established for this area are necessaiy for the mitigation of significanî impacts 
which will be created by future development in the Sonoma Valley development fee impact area. If, 
for any reason, any portion of this chapter is challenged in a court of compétent jurisdiction, such 
challenge may constimte new information for puiposes of CEQA which might, in mm, require additional 
environmental review of development projects. The refusai to pay fées imposed herein represents a 
failure on the part of the developer to participate in area-wide mitigation fées and may constimte the 
basis for the county 's refusai to make a statement of oveiriding considération in connection with 
cumulative environmental impacts generated by such project. 
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(c) Rezonings in the Sonoma Valley development fee impaa area are subject to the condition subséquent 
that the fées imposed by Sections 26-98-010 through 26-98-100, inclusive, will be paid. Failure to pay 
such fées shall resuit in a violation and entitle county to pursue such remédies as may be available to 
it by law. (Ord. No. 4815 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-060. Projects exonpt from fee requirements. 

The fee provisions shall not apply to public agency projects (including spécial districts) which provide public 
infrastracture within the scope of the public agency's responsibiiities. (Ord. No. 4815 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-070. Annual adjustment and reyiew of fées. 

(a) On January Ist of each year beginning in 1995, the development fées imposed by Sections 26-98-010 
through 26-98-100, inclusive, shall be adjusted by the department of transportation and public works 
by a percentage amount équivalent to the percentage change in the Engineering News Record Construc- 
tion Cost Index for the preceding twelve (12) month period. The amount of fee applicable to any permit 
shall be computed based on the fee in effect as of the date of department of permit and resource 
management' s approval of the building permit, or in those cases specified in Section 26-98-080(a)(3), 
the fee in effect at the time of the department' s discretionary approval of the permit 

(b) The board of supervisors shall review the adequacy of the development fées established herein at ieast 
once every three (3) years or, if required or appropriate, more often than once every three (3) years. 

(c) The department of îransportadon and public works and the department of permit and resource manage- 
ment shall provide an annual report to the board of supervisors which spécifies: 

(1) Any change in the fee due to automatic annual adjustments; 

(2) The status of the trast fund established to fund the development of public infrastructure in the 
Sonoma Valley development fee impact area; and 

(3) The stams of any improvement projects financed in fùU or in part by such trust funds. (Ord. No. 
4815 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-080. Timing of fee payments. 

(a) The fées imposed and required by Sections 26-98-010 through 26-98-100, inclusive, shall be paid when 
any of the following county approval or permits are required: 

( 1 ) Department of permit and resource management' s approval of building permits for ne w residentiai 
dwelling units on existing lots, including second dwelling units authorized pursuant to this chapter; 

(2) Those permits for which, prior to the issuance of a building permit, discretionary approval is 
required. Thèse permits include, but are not limited to, use permits, design review approvals and 
major or minor subdivisions; and 

(3) Those zoning permits requiring discretionary approval which do not require a building permit. 
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(b) The fées imposed and required by subsection (a) of this section shall be paid as foliows: 

(1) The fee for those approvals referred to in subsection (a)(l) of this section shall be paid to the 
county prior to department of permit and resource management' s approval of the building permit. 

(2) The fee for those permits and approvals referred to in subsection (a)(l) of this section shall be 
paid to the county prior to department of permit and resource management' s approval of a building 
permit or issuance of the building permit, whichever occurs first. At the time of the discretionaiy 
approval, the following condition shall be imposed on the development: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shall pay to the county of Sonoma those development 
fées required by Sections 26-98-010 through 26-98-100, inclusive, of the Sonoma County Code. 
Such fées shall be paid prior to issuance of a building permit." 

Where the condition set forth above is to be placed on a major or miner subdivision, the condition 
shall be placed as a notation on the final or parcel map so that subséquent purchasers of lots within 
the subdivision will be on notice that fées will be required prior to the issuance of a building 
pennit. 

(3) The fee for those permits refeired to subsection (a)(3) of this section shall be paid to the county 
within thirty (30) days after the permit is ^proved. At the time of the discretionary approval, the 
following condition shall be imposed: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shall pay to the County of Sonoma that development 
fee required by Section 26-98-010 through 26-98-100, inclusive, of the Sonoma County Code 
within tfaiity (30) days after approval of this permit Failure to make this payment within thirty 
(30) days after approval of this permit shall rèsult in said pennit being rendered null and void." 

(c) No building permit or discretionary approval for property within the Sonoma Valley development fee 
impact area shall be issued or approved unless the development fées for the property are paid as required 
by Section 26-98-010 tiirough 26-98-100, inclusive. (Ord. No. 4815 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-090. Developer construction of oversâzed fadlities. 

Whenever a developer is required, as a condition of approval of a development permit, to constmct roadway 
facilities determined by the county to hâve supplemental size, length or capacity over that needed for the 
impacts of that development, and when such construction is necessary to ensure efficient and timely 
constraction of the roadway facilities networic, a reimbursement agreement with the developer and a crédit 
against the fee, which would otherwise be charged pursuant to this chapter on the development project, shall 
be offered. The reimbursement amounts shall not include the portion of the improvement needed to provide 
services or mitigate the need for the facility or the burdens created by the development. (Ord. No. 4815 § 
1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-100. Fee adjustments. 

(a) A developer of any project subject to the fee established by Sections 26-98-010 through 26-98-100, 
inclusive, may apply to the director of the permit and resource management department for a réduction 
or adjustment to that fee, or a waiver of that fee, based upon: (1) the absence of any reasonable 
relationship or nexus between the traffic and transportation impacts of that development and either the 
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amouDt of the fee charged or the types of facilities to be fïnanced; and/or (2) the development is 
siifficiently specialized such that the fee should be specially calculated so as to maintain a reasonable 
relationship between the type of the development project and the amount of the fee. 

The application shall be made in wiiting and filed with the director of the permit and resource 
management department not later than: twenty (20) days prior to the public hearing on the development 
pennit apphcadon for the project; or if no development permit is required, at the time of the filing of 
the request for a building permit. The application shall state in détail the factual basis for the claim of 
waiver, réduction or adjustment The director of the permit and resource management depaitment in 
consultation with the director of the depaitment of transportation and public works shall consider the 
application and render a décision. If a réduction, adjustment or waiver is gianted, any change of use 
within the project shall invalidate the waiver, adjustment or réduction of the fee. 

(b) In addition to the foregoing, a developer of any project subject to the fee established by Sections 26-98- 
010 through 26-98-100, inclusive, may apply to the board of supervisors for a réduction or adjustment 
to that fee, or a waiver of that fee, otherwise due in the foUowing case: 

(1) Situations where the board of supervisors détermines that the project development is a project 
eligible for direct county funding considération and, in lieu of such funding, the board elects to 
waive or reduce the fee in an amount determined appropriate by the board in its sole discrétion. 

Any such application shall be made in writing and filed with the clerk to the board of supervisors not 

later than: ten (10) days prior to the pubhc hearing on the development permit application for the project; 

or if no development permit is required, at the time of the filing of the request for a building permit. ^^ 

The application shall state in détail the factual basis for the claim of waiver, réduction or adjustment. ^H^ 

The board of supervisors shall consider the apphcation at the public hearing on the permit application ^^ 

or at a separate hearing held within sixty (60) days after the filing of the fee adjustment application. 

The décision of the board of supervisors shall be final. If a réduction, adjustment or waiver is granted, 

any change of use within the project shall invalidate the waiver, adjustment or réduction of the fee. (Ord. 

No. 5012 § 3, 1997: Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-200. Windsor sped&c plan development fées — ^Purpose. 

(a) Purpose. The puipose of Sections 26-98-200 throogh 26-98-380, inclusive, is to establish development 
fées to provide for public services and facilities needed as a resuit of future growth within the area 
encompassed by the Windsor spécifie plan. Such aiea is set forth on that map which is attached to the 
ordinance codified in this chapter and on file in the planning department, and incorporated herein by 
référence as Exhibit A. Thèse sections are intended as an implementation tool of the goals, policies and 
criteria identified in the Windsor spécifie plan. The Windsor spécifie plan, adopted pursuant to the 
county 's gênerai plan, requires that areas chosen for uiban expansion shaU be capable of being provided, 
within a reasonable period of time, with adéquate facilities and services, including: 

(1) School facilities; 

(2) Pire protection services and facilities; 

(3) Civic facihties; and 

(4) Recreational facilities. 
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(b) The Windsor spécifie plan fiirthef requires the préparation of a plan that identifies a mechanism for 
fînancing those facilities and services necessary to serve urban development within the Windsor spécifie 
plan area. 

(c) The puipose of Sections 26-98-200 through 26-98-380, inclusive, is to implement the county's gênerai 
plan and the Windsor spécifie plan requirements and to use the authority of Article XI, Section 7 of 
the Califomia Constitution by imposing development fées to fund the costs of certain facilities and 
services the need for which is directly or indirectiy generated by the type and level of development 
proposed in the Windsor spécifie plan area. 

(d) It is the further puipose of Sections 26-98-200 through 26-98-380, inclusive, to require that adéquate 
provision is made for developer financed facilities and services within the Windsor spécifie plan area 
as a condition subséquent to any rezonings adopted through such plan and prior to approval of certain 
development applications within the area. (Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-210. Method of computation. 

(a) Residential fées for fîre protection facilities and park acquisition, shaU be computed by multiplying the 
number of dwelling units times the fee per dwelling uniL 

(b) Commercial, industrial and instimtional fées for fire protection facilities shall be computed by multiply- 
ing the number of gross acres of the parcel as identifîed on the latest county assessor's rôle times the 
fee per acre. 

(c) The computations aiiived at above are designed to implement plan policies set forth in Section 4.5 of 
the spécifie Windsor plan. (Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-220. Establishment and administration of Windsor Park development fimd. 

(a) There is created in the office of the county auditor-controller in the county treasury a spécial interest 
bearing trust fund entitled ^Windsor Spécifie Plan Park Development Fimd." AU park acquisition, 
development and frontage fées coUected pursuant to Section 26-98-200 et seq. shall be plaeed in said 
fund and shall be expended in accordance with the provision of the Windsor spécifie plan to pay the 
costs of park acquisition, development and frontage improvements associated therewith. 

(b) Amounts deposited in the fund set forth above may, upon incorporation of the Windsor area or upon 
assumption of county obligations by a spécial district, be transferred to the town of Windsor or such 
district for the purposes set forth herein. (Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-230. Establishment and administration of Windsor fîre protection improvement fund. 

(a) There is created in the office of the county auditor-controller in the county treasury two (2) spécial 
interest bearing tmst funds entitled 'Windsor Spécifie Plan Pire Protection Improvement Fund" (Rincon 
Valley Pire Protection District) and 'Windsor Spécifie Plan Pire Protection Improvement Fund" (Windsor 
Fire Protection District). AU fire protection development fées coUected pursuant to Section 26-98-200 
et seq. shall be plaeed in the respective funds and shall be expended in accordance with the provisions 
of the Windsor spécifie plan to pay the costs of fire protection facilities and services. 
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(b) Amounts deposited in the fùnds set foith above may, upon incorporation of the Windsor area or upon 
assumption of county obligations by a spécial district, be transferred to the town of Windsor or such 
district for the purposes set forth herein. (Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-310. Imposition of development fées and timing of fee payments. 

(a) The fées imposed and required by Sections 26-98-200 through 26-98-380, inclusive, shall be paid when 
any of the foUowing county approvals or permits are required: 

( 1 ) Department of permit and resource management' s approval of building permits for new residential 
dwelling units on existing lots, including second dwelling units authorized pursuant to Section 26- 
92-040 of this chapter, 

(2) Those permits for which, prior to the issuance of a building permit, discretionary approval is 
required. Thèse permits include, but are not limited to, use permits, design review approvals and 
major or minor subdivisions; and 

(3) Those zoning permits requiring discretionary approval which do not require a building permit 

(b) The fées imposed and required by subsection (a) of this section shall be paid as foliows: 

(1) The fee for those approvals referred to in subsection (a)(l) of this section shall be paid to the 
county or local district prior to department of permit and resource management' s approval of the 
building permit or issuance of the building permit, whichever occurs firsL 

(2) The fee for those permits and approvals referred to in subsection (a)(2) of this section shall be 
paid to the county or local district prior to department of permit and resource management's 
approval of a building permit or issuance of the building permit, whichever occurs fîrst. At the 
time of the discretionary approval, the foUowing condition shall be imposed on the development: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shall pay to the County of Sonoma or local district those 
development fées required by Sections 26-98-200 through 26-98-380, inclusive, of the Sonoma 
County Code. Such fées shall be paid prior to issuance of a building permit." 

Where the condition set forth above is to be placed on a major or minor subdivision, the condition 
shall be placed as notation on the final or parcel map so that subséquent purchasers of lots within 
the subdivision will be on notice that fées will be required prior to the issuance of a building 
permit. 

(3) The fee for those permits referred to subsection (a)(3) of this section shall be paid to the county 
or local district within thirty (30) days after the permit is approved. At the time of the discretionary 
approval, the following condition shall be imposed: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shaU pay to the County of Sonoma that development 
fee required by Sections 26-98-200 through 26-98-380, inclusive, of the Sonoma County Code 
within thirty (30) days after approval of this permit Failure to make this payment within thirty 
(30) days after approval of this permit shall resuit in said permit being rendered null and void." 
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(c) No building permit or discretionary approval for property within the Windsor spécifie plan area shall 
be issued or approved unless the deveiopment fées for the property are paid as required by Section 26- 
98-200 through 26-98-380, inclusive. (Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-9S-320. Annual adjustment and review of fées. 

(a) On January Ist of each year beginning in 1995, the deveiopment fées imposed by Sections 26-98-200 
through 26-98-380, inclusive, shall be adjusted by a percentage amount équivalent to the percentage 
change in the Engineering News Record Constmction Cost Index for the preceding twelve (12) month 
period. The amount of fee applicable to any permit shall be computed based on the fee in effect as of 
the date of department of permit and resource management's approval of the building permit, or in those 
cases specified in Section 26-98-3 10(a)(3), the fee in effect at the time of the department of permit and 
resource management's discretionary approval of the permit. 

(b) The board of supervisors shall review the adequacy of the deveiopment fées established herein at least 
once every three (3) years or, if it deems it appropriate, more often than once eveiy three (3) years. 

(c) The department of permit and resource management shall provide an annual report to the board of 
supervisors which spécifies: 

(1) Any change in the fee due to automatic annual adjustments; 

(2) The stams of the trast funds established to fund the deveiopment of public infiiastiucture in the 
Windsor area; and 

(3) The stams of any improvement projects financed in full or in part by such trust fimds. (Ord. No. 
4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-330. Amount of fee payment for school site acquisition. 

For those areas within the Windsor spécifie plan which are covered by frudings of overcrowding made 
pursuant to Sonoma County Code Chapter 25C: 

(a) No building permit for residential deveiopment within the Windsor spécifie plan area shall be issued 
unless and until such deveiopment complies with the requirements of Sonoma County Code Chapters 
25C and 25D; 

(b) Moneys required to be paid to the applicable school districts pursuant to Chapters 25C or 25D shall 
be paid directiy to the local school district. (Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-340. Amount of fee for park deveiopment fund. 

(a) The deveiopment fee required for park deveiopment within the Windsor spécifie pian is apportioned 
among residential land uses only. The fee amount is based on Table 4.5C of the Windsor spécifie plan 
text and assigned at seven hundred eighteen dollars ($718.00) per dwelling unit. The total fee payable 
shall be the product of the fee per dwelling unit times the total number of dwelling units. 

(b) The fee established by subsection (a) above is based on the cost of site acquisition, site deveiopment 
and frontage improvements associated therewith. (Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-98-350. Amoant of fîre protection improvement fee. 

(a) The deveiopment fee required for the acquisition, development and frontage improvements for fire 
protection facilities shall be apportioned among residential, commercial, industrial and institutional land 
uses. The fee amount is based on Table 4^D of the Windsor spécifie plan text and summarized below 
by jurisdiction and land use type: 

(1) Windsor Fire Protection Area. 

Residential: $164/dwelling unit 
Commercial/Industrial/Institutional: $l,200/acre 

(2) Rincon Valley Fire Protection District. 

Residential: $164/dwelling unit 
Commercial/Industriaiyinstitutional: $l,200/acre 

(b) The total fee payable shall be computed by multiplying the fee per residential dwelling unit or commer- 
cial^dustrial/institutional/acre times the total number of residential dwelling units or coramer- 
cial/industrial/institutional acres. (Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-370. Alternative method and compliance ^th other laws. 

(a) Sections 26-98-200 through 26-98-380, inclusive, are intended to establish a supplemental method for 
funding the cost of certain facilities and services, the need for which will be generated by the level and 
type of development proposed in the Windsor spécifie plan area. The provisions of thèse sections shaii 
not be constmed to limit the power of the county to impose any other fées or exactions, but shall be 
in addition to any other requirements which the board of supervisors is authorized to impose, or has 
previously imposed, as a condition of approving plans, rezonings or other entitiements within the 
Windsor spécifie plan area pursuant to state and local laws. In particular, in the event that the park 
acquisition, development and front^e fee is challenged by a developer, such developer shall remain 
liable for the payment of a fee pursuant to the ordinance adopted by the Sonoma County board of 
supervisors implementing the Quimby Act (Government Code Section 66477 et seq.). 

(b) The development fées established and referenced in this chapier are neeessary for the mitigation of 
significant impacts which will be created by future development in the Windsor area. If, for any reason, 
any portion of this chapter is challenged in a court of compétent jurisdiction, such challenge may 
constimte new information for purposes of CEQA régulation 15162 which might, in tum, require 
additionai enviroimiental review of development projects. The refusai to pay fées imposed herein 
represents a failure on the part of the developer to participate in area-wide mitigation fées and may 
constitute the basis for the county' s refusai to make a statement of overriding considération in connection 
with the cumulative envirorunental impacts generated by such project. 

(c) Rezonings made through the Windsor spécifie plan are subjeet to a condition subséquent that the fées 
imposed by Section 26-98-200 through 26-98-380, inclusive, will be paid. Failure to pay such fées shall 
resuit in a violation of this condition subséquent and entitie the county to pursue such remédies as may 
be avaHable to it by law. (Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-98-380. Projects exempt from fee requirements. 

(a) Projects which donate land for park, school and fire facilities may be exempt from a portion of the fées es- 
tablished by this chapter. The extent of the exemption is set forth in Section 4.5 of the Windsor spécifie 
plan. 

(b) The fee provisions shall not apply to public agency projects (including spécial districts) which provide 
public infrastructure within the scope of the public agencies' responsibilities. (Ord. No. 4818 § 1, 1994: 
Ord. No. 4643, 1993; Ord. No. 3681.) 

Sec. 26-98-400. Airport industrial area development fées. 

(a) The purpose of Sections 26-98-400 through 26-98-450, inclusive, is to establish development fées to pro- 
vide for certain improvements needed as a resuit of growth within the area described as the Sonoma 
County airport industrial area. Such area is set forth on that map which is attached to the ordinance codifîed 
in this chapter and on file in the planning department. Such improvements, as required by the Sonoma 
County airport industrial spécifie plan consist of the following: 

(1) Fire protection improvements, including a ladder truck/pumper combination and a squad. 

(b) The purpose of Sections 26-98-400 through 26-98-450, inclusive, is to require that adéquate provision is 
made for developer financed improvements within the Sonoma County airport industrial area as a condi- 
tion précèdent to the issuance of any building permits and prior to approval of certain development applica- 
fions within the area. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 6 (Exh. E), 2007.) 

Sec. 26-98-410. Method of computation and amount of fee. 

(a) The impact fee per acre will be based on the local landowners cost responsibilities pursuant to the provi- 
sions of the Sonoma County airport industrial area spécifie plan. Section VIII, entitled financing and im- 
plementation (see Section 26-98-450(a)). The development fées are as follows: 

( 1 ) Fire Protection Improvements. For ail parcels located within the Sonoma County airport industrial 
area as depicted on Exhibit A, the fee is five hundred sixty-two dollars ($562.00) per acre. 

The foregoing amounts are subject to modification pursuant to the provisions of Section 26-98-440. 

In the event of an expansion of an existing use which requires discretionary county approval, the fee shall 
be applied based on a ratio of the expansion to the total resulting developed area unless the expansion is 
fifty percent (50%) or greater in which case the entire fee shall be applied. (Ord. No. 5711 § 6 (Exh. E), 
2007.) 

Sec. 26-98-420. Administration of the Sonoma County airport industrial area improvement fund. 

(a) The development fées established pursuant to Section 26-98-400(a)( 1) for fire protection improvements 
shall be paid directly to the Rincon Valley Fire District. Ail amounts collected for development fées for 

26-367 (Revised 5-07) 



§ 26-98-420 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26-98-440 



improvements provided for in Section 26-98-400(a)(l) shall be expended to fund the improvements pro- 
vided for in the section. (Ord. No. 571 1 § 6 (Exh. E), 2007.) 

Sec. 26-98-430. Imposition of development fées and timing of fee payments. 

(a) The fées imposed by Sections 26-98-400 through 26-98-450, inclusive, shall be required when any of the 
following county approvals or pennits are required: 

(1) Those pemiits for which, prior to the issuance of a building permit, discretionary approval is re- 
quired. Thèse permits include, but are not limited to, use permits, design review approvals and major 
or minor subdivisions. 

(i) At the time of the discretionary approval, the following condition shall be imposed on the de- 
velopment: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shall pay to the County of Sonoma those develop- 
ment fées required by Sections 26-98-400 through 26-98-450 inclusive, of the Sonoma County 
Code. Such fées shall be paid prior to issuance of a building permit." 

Where the condition set forth above is to be placed on a major or minor subdivision, the condition 
shall be placed as a notation on the final or parcel map or map sheet so that subséquent purchasers of 
lots within the subdivision will be on notice that fées will be required prior to the issuance of a build- 
ing pennit. 

(b) The fées imposed and required by subsection (a)(l) of this section shall be paid as follows: 

( 1 ) The fee for those approvals referred to in subsection (a)( 1 ) of this section shall be paid to the Rincon 
Valley Fire District, and a copy of the receipt submitted to the county pennit and resource manage- 
ment department prior to approval of the building permit or issuance of the building permit, which- 
ever occurs first. 

(c) No building permit for property within the Sonoma County airport industrial area shall be issued or ap- 
proved unless the development fées for the property are paid as required by Section 26-98-430 through 26- 
98-450, inclusive. 

(d) No discretionary approval for property within the Sonoma County airport industrial area shall be approved 
unless such approval is conditioned pursuant to subsection (a)( 1) of this section, to require the payment of 
the development fées for the property as required by Sections 26-98-400 through 26-98-450, inclusive. 
(Ord. No. 571 1 § 6 (Exh. E), 2007.) 

Sec. 26-98-440. Annual adjustment and review of fées. 

(a) On January Ist of each year beginning in 1990, the development fées imposed by Sections 26-98-400 
through 26-98-450, inclusive, shall automatically be adjusted on January 1 of each calendar year, begin- 
ning January 1, 2007, by a percentage equal to the percentage change in the Engineering News Record, 
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Construction Cost Index for the twel ve (12) month period ending on November 3 of the prior year, unJess 
the amount of the fee is otherwise revised by the board by resolution. The amount of fee applicable to any 
permit shall be computed based on the fee in effect as of the date of planning department approval of the 
building pemiit. Any such adjustment shall be enacted in accordance with the provisions of Government 
Code Sections 65962, 54986 and 54992. 

(b) The board of supervisors shall review the adequacy of the development fées established herein at least once 
every three (3) years or, if it deems it appropriate, more often than once every three (3) years. 

(c) The department of public works and the department of planning shall pro vide a report to the board of su- 
pervisors when requesting any change in the fee due to proposed annual adjustments. 

(d) Application for rezoning to increase the intensity of development or use of properties within the airport 
industrial area Sonoma County will, if moved, be conditionedto require the applicant to assume a propor- 
tionate share of the improvement costs which would otherwise be the responsibility of the county pursuant 
to the provisions of the airport industrial area spécifie plan, Section VIII, entitled financing and implemen- 
tation. (Ord. No. 5711 § 6 (Exh. E), 2007.) 

Sec. 26-98-450. Amount of Sonoma County airport industrial spécifie plan fund. 

(a) The costs associated with the improvements shall be spread among ail of the properties within the area 
boundaries in accordance with the provisions of the Sonoma County airport industrial area, spécifie plan 
(as amended May 27, 1987) Section VIIIE, entitled "apportiomnent of capital improvement costresponsi- 
bilities." 

(b) Actual assessments will be made upon each individual parcel at the time of development based upon the 
number of acres approved for construction and any increase of the improvement costs. 

(c) The development fées established and referenced in this chapter are necessary for the mitigation of signifi- 
cant impacts which will be created by future development in the area described herein. The fées required 
herein are fairly apportioned within the Sonoma County airport industrial area on the basis of benefits con- 
ferred on affected properties and are consistent with the circulation éléments of the gênerai plan and the 
.airport industrial area spécifie plan. If, for any reason, any portion of this chapter is challenged in a court of 
compétent jurisdiction, such challenge may constitute new information for purposes of CEQA Régulation 
1 5 1 62 which might, in tum, require additional environmental review of development projects. The refusai 
to pay fées imposed herein represents a failure on the part of the developer to participate in area wide miti- 
gation fées and may constitute the basis for the county's refusai to make a statement of overriding consid- 
ération in connection with the cumulative environmental impacts generated by such project. (Ord. No. 
5711 §6 (Exh. E), 2007.) 

Sec. 26-98-460. Repealed by Ord. No. 5345 § 6. 

Sec. 26-98-470. Repealed by Ord. No. 5345 § 6. 



26-369 (Revised 5-07) 



§ 26-98-500 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26-98-500 



Sec. 26-98-500. Mooreland Avenue traffic impact zone. 

(a) The purpose of Section 26-98-500 through 26-98-550, inclusive, is to establish development fées to pro- 
vide for certain roadway and related shoulder and drain improvements needed as a resuit of growth within 
the area described as the Moorland Avenue Traffic Impact Zone. Such area is set forth on that map which 
is attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter and on file in the planning departinent, and incorpo- 
rated herein by référence as Exhibit A. 

(b) The purpose of Sections 26-98-500 through 26-98-550, inclusive, is to require that adéquate provision is 
made for developer finance improvements within the Moorland Avenue traffic impact zone as a condition 
précèdent to the issuance of any building permits and prior to approval of certain development applications 
within the area. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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^B Sec. 26-98-510. Method of computation and amoimt of fee. 



(a) The impact fee per residential unit will be based on the total cost of the improvements (one hundred 
ninety-two thousand dollars ($192,000.00); see Section 26-98-550(b)) times the developers share of said 
improvements (sixty (60); see Section 26-98-550(c)) divided by the residential development potential 
for ail parcels within the district (162; see Section 26-98-550(d)). The impact fee resulting from this 
computation is seven hundred eleven dollars ($711.00) per unit. This amount is subject to modification 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 26-98-540. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-520. Establishment and administration of the Mooriand Avenue trafBc impact zone 
improvement fimd. 

(a) There is created in the office of the county auditor-controller in the county treasmy a spécial interest 
bearing tmst fimd entitled the Mooriand Avenue trafRc impact improvement fund. AU amounts collected 
for development fées shall be deposited in the account and expended to ftmd roadway shoulder and drain 
improvements on Mooriand Avenue. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-530. Imposition of development fées and timing of fee payments. 

(a) The fées imposed by Sections 26-98-500 through 26-98-550, inclusive, shall be required when any of 
the following county approvals or permits are required: 

(1) Planning department approval of building permits for new residential dweliing imits on existing 
lots; 

(2) Those permits for which, prior to the issuance of a building permit, discretionary approval is 
required. Thèse permits inciude, but are not limited to, use permits, design review approvals and 
major or minor subdivisions. 

(b) The fées imposed and required by subsection (a) of this section shall be paid as foliows: 

(1) The fee for those approvals referred to in subsection (a)(l) of this section shall be paid to the 
county prior to planning department approval of the building permit or issuance of the building 
permit, whichever occurs fïrst. 

(2) The fee for those permits and approvals referred to in subsection (a)(2) of this section shall be 
paid to the county prior to planning department approval of a building permit or issuance of the 
building permit, whichever occurs firsL At the time of the discretionary approval, the following 
condition shall be imposed on the development: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shall pay to the County of Sonoma those development 
fées required by Sections 26-98-500 through 26-98-550, inclusive, of the Sonoma County Code. 
Such fées shall be paid prior to issuance of a building permit." 

Where the condition set forth above is to be placed on a major or minor subdivision, the condition 
shall be placed as a notation on the final or parcel map or map sheet so that subséquent purchasers 
of lots within the subdivision will be on notice that fées will be required prior to the issuance of 
a building permit. 
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(c) No building permit or discretionary approval for property within the Moorland Avenue traffic impact 
zone shall be issued or approved unless the development fées for the property are paid as required by 
Sections 26-98-510 through 26-98-540, inclusive. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-540. Annnal adjustment and review of fées. 

(a) On January Ist of eacfa year beginning in 1989, the development fées imposed by Sections 26-98-500 
through 26-98-550, inclusive, shall be adjusted by a percentage amount équivalent to the percentage 
change in the engineering new record construction cost index for the preceding twelve (12) month 
period. The amount of fee apphcable to any permit shall be computed based on the fee in effect as of 
the date of planning department approval of the building permit. 

(b) The board of supervisors shall review the adequacy of the development fées estabhshed herein at least 
once every three (3) years or, if it deems it appropriate, more often than once every three (3) years. 

(c) The department of public works and the department of plaiming shall provide an at^Tinal report to the 
board of supervisors which notes any change in the fee due to automadc annual adjustments. 

(d) AppUcation for rezoning to increase the residential density of properties within the impact zone will, 
if moved, be conditioned to require the applicant to assume a proportionate share of the improvement 
costs which would otherwise be the responsibility of the county. (Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-98-550. Amount of trafBc impact zone improvement fiind. 

(a) The development fee required for roadway improvements shall be apportioned among future residential 
uses. 

(b) The development fee amount is based on the 1987/1988 zone/A flood control district budget appropria- 
tion of one hundred ninety-two thousand dollars ($192,000.00) for the improvement work. 

(c) The costs associated with the improvement district shall be spread among ail of the properties within 
the area boundaries according to their development potential. Since approximaiely forty percent (40%) 
of the land vidthin the district is already developed, the county of Sonoma shall bear forty percent (40%) 
of the cost of the project, except as provided by Section 26-98-540(d). 

(d) The development potential for each parcel within the district shall be calculaied based upon the 
maximum number of units which could be developed for each parcel under existing zoning of January 
1, 1987 less the nimiber of existing units as of that date. 

(e) Actual assessments wiU be made upon each individual parcel at the time of development based upon 
the number of units approved for constmction and any increase of the improvement costs. 

(f) The development fées established and referenced in this chapter are necessary for the mitigation of 
significant impacts which will be created by future development in the area described herein. The fées 
required herein are fairly apportioned within the impact zone on the basis of benefîts conferred on 
affected properties. If, for any reason, any portion of this chapter is challenged in a court of compétent 
jurisdiction, such challenge may constimte new information for purposes of ŒQA régulation 15162 
which might, in tum, require additional environmental review of development projects. The refusai to 
pay fées imposed herein represents a failure on the part of the developer to participate in area wide 
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mitigation fées and may constitute the basis for the county's refusai to make a statement of overriding considéra- 
tion in connection with the cumulative environmental impacts generated by sucii project. (Ord. No. 4643, 1 993.) 

Sec. 26-98-600. Purpose of countywide traffîc development fee. 

In order to implement the goals and objectives of the gênerai plan, including the circulation and transit élément 
of that gênerai plan, and to mitigate the traffic impacts caused by new development m Sonoma County, certain 
public roadway improvements must be constructed to insure a safe and efficient level of service. The board of 
supervisors has determined that a countywide development impact fee is needed in order to finance thèse public 
improvements and to pay for the development' s fair share of the construction cost of thèse improvements. In 
establishing the fee described in the following sections, the board of supervisors has found the fee to be consis- 
tent with its gênerai plan and, pursuant to Government Code Section 65913.2, has considered the effects of the 
fee with respect to the county's housing needs as established in the housing élément of the gênerai plan. (Ord. 
No. 4816 § 1, 1994.) 

Sec. 26-98-605. Countywide development fee impact area. 

(a) The countywide development fee impact area shall be ail unincorporated lands within the boundary of the 
county except for those lying within the boundaries of the Sonoma Valley development fee impact area. 

(b) There is created in the office of the county auditor-controller and the county treasurer a separate capital 
facilities account or fund complying with the requirements of Government Code Section 66006(a) entitled 
"Sonoma County Countywide Roadway hnprovement Fund." Said fund sha:ll consist of a roadway ac- 
count. Ail amounts colJected from roadway development fées on account of this chapter shall be deposited 
in said account. Thèse fées shall be expended in accordance with the provisions of the gênerai plan and 
Section 26-98-600 et seq. of this code, to pay the costs of roadway facilities and improvements described in 
Table 3, dated September 2004, as amended (attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter and on file 
in the public works department and made a part hereof). Pursuant to Government Code Section 66007(b), 
thèse fées are authorized for expenditures and obligations for the spécifie purposes described in said Table 
3. Thèse funds may also be used to reimburse developers who hâve been required or permitted to install 
roadway facilities which are oversized with supplemental size, length or capacity. (Ord. No. 5514 § 3, 
2004; Ord. No. 5419 § 3, 2003: Ord. No. 5345 § 3, 2002: Ord. No. 5214 § 1, 2000: Ord. No. 5012 § 4, 
1997: Ord. No. 4816 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-98-610. Findings and déterminations of the board of supervisors. 

(a) The purpose of the fées adopted by Section 26-98-600 et seq. is to pay the costs of roadway facilities and 
improvements in accordance with the provisions of the gênerai plan, including the circulation and transit 
élément, and to implement the county's gênerai plan, and to use the authority of Article XI, Section 7 of 
the California Constitution by imposing development fées to fund the costs of certain facilities and ser- 
vices, the need for which is generated by the type and level of development proposed in Sonoma County. 

(b) The use of which the fées are to be put is to pay the costs of the roadway facilities and improvements iden- 
tified in Table 3, dated September 2004, as amended (attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter and 
on file in the permit and resource management department and made a part hereof). 
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(c) There is a reasonable relationship between the fées used and the types of development projects on which 
the fee is imposed for the reasons set forth in the gênerai plan and the January 1991, February 1992 and 
subséquent reports of the county transportation and public works directors, which are incorporated herein 
by this référence. 

(d) There is a reasonable relationship between the need for the roadway facilities and improvements identifïed 
in said Table 3, dated September 2004, as aniended, and the development projects on which the fee is im- 
posed, for the reasons set forth in the Sonoma County gênerai plan and the January 1 99 1 , February 1 992 
and subséquent reports of the county transportation and public works director, which are incorporated 
herein by this référence. 

(e) The cost estimâtes in said Table 3 , dated September 2004, as aniended, are based upon actual current costs 
of construction as determined by the county transportation and public works director through an analysis of 
current contracted public projects. 

(f) Without the adoption of Section 26-98-600 et seq., and the construction of infrastructure improvements as 
called for in said Table 3, dated September 2004, as amended, there will be decreased levels of service on 
certain highways, increased congestion, decreased highway safety, increased accidents, inadéquate struc- 
tural sections, road services deteriorating to the point where they cannot be safely maintained, lack of 
shoulders meeting basic safety standards, substandard traffic intersections and an increase in flooding po- 
tential. (Ord. No. 55 14 § 4, 2004; Ord. No. 5419 § 4, 2003: Ord. No. 5345 § 4, 2002: Ord. No. 5214 § 1, 
2000: Ord. No. 5012 §5, 1997: Ord. No. 4816 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-98-620. Amount of roadway improvement fund. 

(a) The development fee required for roadway improvements shall be apportioned among residential, commer- 
cial, industrial and institutional use. 

(b) The development fee amount is based upon the report of the transportation and public works director dated 
January 1991, February 1992, and subséquent reports, and the Sonoma County gênerai plan. 

The development fee shall be: 

Three hundred ninety-one dollars ($391 .00) per trip for residential uses; and 

One hundred nineteen dollars ($119.00) per trip for commercial uses; and 

One hundred nine dollars ($109.00) per trip for industrial/institutional uses. 

(c) The total fee payable for residential, commercial and industrial/institutional uses shall be computed by 
multiplying the number of estimated new average daily trips generated by the proposed project times the 
fee per trip. 

(d) Calculation of New Average Daily Trips. 
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( I ) The most recently issued trip génération manual published by the Institute of Transportation Engi- 
neers shall be used to détermine the average daily trips for each proposed use. 

(2) If a project alters or replaces an existing légal proJect on the same parcel, the number of average daily 
trips generated by the existing légal project will be deducted to détermine the net increase in average 
daily trips. The fee assessment will be based on the net increase in average daily trips for a particular 
site. 

Example: for a gênerai retail use of four thousand (4,000) square feet, replacing existing uses generating 
twenty (20) average daily trips, the fee would be: 

48 trips/MSF x 4 MSF = +192 gross trips (MSF = Thousand Square Feet) 
20 existing trips = - 20 

3 1 passby trips = - 3 1 

Net New Trips = 141 new trips 

141 New Trips x $1 19/Trip = $16,779 

(e) Individual nonresidential uses permitted by the land use plan other than in commercial, industrial and insti- 
tutional land use catégories shall hâve roadway improvement fées assigned based upon recommendations 
from the county department of transportation and public works. (Ord. No. 48 1 6 § 1 , 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 
1993.) 

Sec. 26-98-630. Alternative method and compliance with other laws. 

(a) Sections 26-98-600 through 26-98-680, inclusive, are intended to establish a supplemental method for 
funding the cost of certain facilities and services, the need for which will be generated by the level and type 
of development proposed in Sonoma County. The provisions of thèse sections shall not be construed to 
limit the power of the county to impose any other fées or exactions, but shall be in addition to any other re- 
quirements which the county is authorized to impose, or has previously imposed, as a condition of approv- 
ing plans, rezonings or other entitlements within Sonoma County pursuant to state and local laws. 

(b) The development fées established and referenced in this chapter are necessary for the mitigation of signifi- 
cant impacts which will be created by future development in Sonoma County. If, for any reason, any por- 
tion of this chapter is challenged in a court of compétent jurisdiction, such challenge may constitute new 
information for purposes of CEQA which might, in turn, require additional environmental review of devel- 
opment projects. The refusai to pay fées imposed herein represents a failure on the part of the developer to 
participate in area-wide mitigation fées and may constitute the basis for the county' s refusai to make a 
statement of overriding considération in connection with accumulative environmental impacts generated by 
such project. 

(c) Rezonings in Sonoma County are subject to the condition subséquent that the fées imposed by Sections 26- 
98-600 through 26-98-680, inclusive, will be paid. Failure to pay such fées shall resuit in a violation and 
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entitle the county to pursue such remédies as may be available to it by law. (Ord. No. 48 1 6 § 1 , 1 994: Ord. 
No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-98-640. Projects exempt from fee requirements. 

(a) The fee provisions shall not appiy to public agency projects (including spécial districts) which provide 
public infrastructure within the scope of the public agency' s responsibilities. 

(b) Development areas within the Sonoma Valley traffic mitigation fee ordinances shall be exempt from this 
chapter and shall instead pay the roadway development fées already established in that area. (Ord. No. 
5419 § 5, 2003: Ord. No. 5345 § 5, 2002: Ord. No. 5214 § 1, 2000: Ord; No. 4816 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 
4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-98-650. Annual adjustment and review of fées. 

(a) On January Ist of each year beginning in 1995, the development fées imposed by Sections 26-98-600 
through 26-98-680, inclusive, shall be adjusted by the department of transportation and public works by a 
percentage amount équivalent to the percentage change in the engineering news record construction cost 
index for the preceding twelve (12) month period. The amount of fee applicable to any permit shall be 
computed based on the fee in effect as of the date of department of permit and resource management's ap- 
proval of the building permit, or in those cases specified in Section 26-98-660(a)(3), the fee in effect atthe 
time for the department of permit and resource management's discretionary approval of the permit. 

(b) The board of supervisors shall review the adequacy of the development fées established herein at least once 
every three (3) years or, if required or appropriate, more often than once every three (3) years. 

(c) The department of transportation and public works and the department of permit and resource management 
shall provide an annual report to the board of supervisors which spécifies: 

( l) Any change in the fee due to automatic annual adjustments; 

(2) The status of the trust funds established to fund the development of public infrastructure in the coun- 
tywide area; and 

(3) The status of any improvement projects financed in fuU or in part by such trust funds. (Ord. No. 48 1 6 
§ 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 
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Sec. 26-98-660. Timing of fee payments. 

(a) The fées imposed and required by Sections 26-98-600 through 26-98-680, inclusive, shall be paid when 
any of the following county approval or permits are required: 

(1) Department of permit and resource management' s approval of building permits for new residential 
dwelling units on existing lots, including second dwelling units authorized pursuant to this chapter; 

(2) Those permits for which, prior to the issuance of a building permit, discretionary approval is re- 
quired. Thèse permits include, but are not limited to, use permits, design review approvals, and major 
or minor subdivisions; and 

(3) Those zoning permits requiring discretionary approval which do not require a building permit. 

(b) The fées imposed and required by subsection (a)(l) of this section shall be paid as follows: 

( 1 ) The fee for those approvals referred to in subsection (a)( 1 ) of this section shall be paid to the county 
prior to department of permit and resource management' s approval of a building permit. 
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(2) The fee for those permits and approvais referred to in subsection (a)(2) of this section shall be 
paid to the county prier to department of permit and resource management' s appro val of a building 
permit or issuance of the building permit, whichever occurs fîrst. At the time of the discretionary 
approval, the following condition shall be imposed on -the development: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shall pay to the County of Sonoma those development 
fées required by Sections 26-98-600 through 26-98-680, inclusive, of the Sonoma County Code. 
Such fées shall be paid prior to issuance of a building permit." 

Where the condition set forth above is to be placed on a major or minor subdivision, the condition 
shall be placed as a notation on the final or parcel map so that subséquent purchasers of lots within 
the subdivision will be on notice that fées vidll be required prior to the issuance of a building 
permit. 

(3) The fee for those permits referred to in subsection (a)(3) of this section shall be paid to the county 
within thiity (30) days after the permit is q)proved. At the time of the discretionary approval, the 
followÏQg condition shall be imposed: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shaU pay to the County of Sonoma that development 
fee required by Sections 26-98-600 through 26-98-680, inclusive, of the Sonoma Coimty Code 
within thiity (30) days after approval of this penniL Failure to make this payment within thirty 
(30) days after approval of this permit shall resuit in said permit being rendered nuU and void." 

(c) No building permit or discretionaiy approval for property within Sonoma Coimty shall be issued or 
approved unless the development fées for the property are paid as required by Sections 26-98-610 
through 26-98-680, inclusive. (Ord. No. 4816 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-9S-670. Developer construction of oversized facilities. 

Whenever a developer is required, as a condition of approval of a development permit, to constmct roadway 
facilities determined by the county to hâve supplemental size, length or capacity over that needed for the 
impacts of that development, and when such constmction is necessary to ensure efficient and timely 
constraction of the roadway facilities network, a reimbursement agreement with the developer and a crédit 
against the fee, which would otherwise be charged pursuant to this chapter on the development project, shall 
be offered. The reimbursement amounts shall not include the portion of the improvement needed to provide 
services or mitigate the need for the facility or the burdens created by the development. (Ord. No. 4816 § 
1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec 26-9S-680. Fee adjustments. 

(a) A developer of any project subject to the fee established by Sections 26-98-600 through 26-98-680, 
inclusive, may apply to the director of the permit and resource management department for a réduction 
or adjustment to that fee, or a waiver of that fee, based upon: (1) the absence of any reasonable 
relationship or nexus between the traffic and transportation impacts of that development and either the 
amount of the fee charged or the types of facilities to be financed; and/or (2) the development is 
sufïicientiy secialized such that the fee should be specially calculated so as to maintain a reasonable 
relationship between the type of the development project and the amount of the fee. 
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The application shall be made in writing and fïled with the diiector of the permit and resource 
management department not iater than: twenty (20) days prior to the pubic hearing on the development 
permit application for the project; or if no development permit is required, at the time of the filing of 
the request for a building permit. 

The application shall state in détail the factual basis for the claim of waiver, réduction or adjustment 
The director of the permit and resource management department in consultation with the director of the 
department of transportation and public works shall consider the application and render a décision. If 
a réduction, adjustment or waiver is granted, any change of use within the project shall invalidate the 
waiver, adjustment or réduction of the fee. 

(b) In addition to the foregoing, a developer of any project subject to the fee estabhshed by Sections 26-98- 
600 through 26-98-680, inclusive, may apply to the board of supervisors for a réduction or adjustment 
to that fee, or a waiver of that fee, otherwise due in the foUowing case: 

(1) Situations where the board of supervisors détermines that the project development is a project 
eligible for direct county fùnding considération and, in lieu of such funding, the board elects to 
waive or reduce the fee in an amount determined appropriate by the board in its sole discrétion. 

Any such application shall be made in writing and filed with the clerk to the board of supervisors not 
Iater than: ten (10) days prior to the public hearing on the development permit application for the project; 
or if no development permit is required, at the time of the filing of the request for a building permit. 
The application shaU state in détail the factual basis for the claim of waiver, réduction or adjustment. 
The board of supervisors shall consider the apphcation at the public hearing on the permit application 
or at a sepaiate hearing held within sixty (60) days after the filing of tiie fee adjustment application. 
The décision of the board of supervisors shall be final. If a réduction, adjustment or waiver is granted, 
any change of use within the project shall invalidate the waiver, adjustment or réduction of the fee. (Ord. 
No. 5012 § 6, 1997: Ord. No. 4816 § 1, 1994: Ord. No. 4643, 1993.) 

Sec. 26-98-700. Porpose of Larkfîeld area development fee. 

In order to implement the goals and objectives of the gênerai plan, inclnding the circulation and transit 
élément of that gênerai plan, and to mitigate the traffic impacts caused by new development in the 
LarkfïeldAVikiup development fee impact area, certain public roadway improvements must be constructed 
to insure a safe and efficient level of service. The board of supervisors has determined that a development 
impact fee is needed in order to finance thèse public improvements and to pay for the development' s fair 
share of the construction cost of thèse improvements. In establishing the fee described in the foUowing 
sections, the board of supervisors has found the fee to be consistent with its gênerai plan and, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65913.2, has considered the effects of the fee with respect to the county 's housing 
needs as established in the housing élément of the gênerai pian. (Ord. No. 4817, 1994.) 

Sec 26-98-710. Larkfîeld development fee impact area. 

(a) The Larkfîeld development fee impact area is shown on the map attached to Ordinance No. 4350 as 
Exhibit B, and is on file with the permit and resource management department, and is incorporated 
herein. 

(b) There is created in the office of the county auditor-controller and the county treasurer a spécial interest- 

bearing trust fiind entitled "Larkfield Roadway Improvement Fund." Said fimd shall consist of a roadway 
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account AU amounts collected from roadway development fées in the Larkfield development fee impact 
area shall be deposited in that account. Thèse fées shall be expended in accordance with the provisions 
of the gênerai plan and Sonoma County Code Section 26-98-700 et seq. to pay the costs of the roadway 
facilities and improvements described in Table 4, dated April 1997, as amended, attached and incorporat- 
ed herein. Thèse fonds may also be used to reimburse the developers who hâve been required or 
pennitted to install roadway facilities which are oversized with supplemental size, length, or capacity. 
(Ord. No. 5012 § 7, 1997: Ord. No. 4817, 1994.) 

Sec 26-98-720. Findings and determinatioiis of the board of supervisors. 

(a) The puipose of the fées adopted by Section 26-98-720 et seq. is to pay the costs of roadway facilities 
and improvements in accordance with the provisions of the Sonoma Comity gênerai plan, including the 
circulation and transit élément, and to implement the county 's gênerai plan, and to use the authority 
of Article XI, Section 7 of the Califomia Constimtion by imposing development fées to fund the costs 
of certain facilities and services the need for which is generated by the type and level of development 
proposed in the Larkfield development fee impact area. 

(b) The use to which the fées are to be put is to pay the costs of the roadway facilities and improvements 
identified in Table 4, dated April 1997, as amended (attached to this ordinance and on file in the permit 
and resource management department and made a part hereof). 

(c) There is a reasonable relationship between the fées used and the types of development projects on which 
the fee is iniposed for the reasons set forth in the Sonoma County gênerai plan, the January 1991, 
Februaiy 1992, and subséquent reports of the tiansportation and pubhc works director, ail of which are 
incorporated herein by this référence. 

(d) There is a reasonable relationship between the need for the roadway facilities and improvements 
identified in Table 4, dated April 1997 as amended, and the development projects on which the fee is 
imposed, for the reasons set forth in the Sonoma County gênerai plan, the January 1991, February 1 992, 
and subséquent reports of the transportation and public works director, ail of which are incorporated 
herein by this référence. 

(e) The cost estimâtes in Table 4, dated April 1997, as amended, are based upon acmal current costs of 
constmction as determined by the county director of transportation and public works through an analysis 
of cmrent contracted public projects. 

(f) Without the adoption of Section 26-98-700 et seq., and the constmction of infrastmcture improvements 
as called for in Table 4, dated April 1997 as amended, there will be decreased levels of service on 
certain highways, increased congestion, decreased highway safety, increased accidents, inadéquate 
stractural sections, road services deteriorating to the point where they cannot be safely maintained, lack 
of shoulders meeting basic safety standards, substandard traffic intersections, and an increase in flooding 
potential. (Ord. No. 5012 § 8, 1997: Ord. No. 4817, 1994.) 
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(a) The development fee required for roadway improvements shall be apportioned among residential, 
commercial, industrial and instimtional use. 



26-379 (Reviscd 9-9S) 



§ 26-98-730 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26-98-740 

(b) The development fee amount is based upon the report of the Sonoma County transportation and public 
Works diiector dated January 1991, Febraary 1992, and subséquent reports (including the studies and 
documents and attachments to those reports) and the Sonoma County gênerai pian. 

The development fee shall be: 

Four himdred two dollars ($402.00) per trip for residential uses, and 

One hundred nineteen dollars ($119.00) per trip for commercial uses, and 

One hundred nine dollars ($109.00) per trip for industriaL^stitutional uses. 

(c) The total fee payable for residential, commercial and industrial/institutional shall be computed by 
multiplying the number of estimated new average daily trips generated by the proposed project times 
the fee per trip. 

(d) Calculation of new average daily trips: 

(1) The most recendy issued trip génération mamial published by the Institate of Transportation 
Engineers shall be used to détermine the average daily trips for each proposed use. 

(2) If a project aiters or replaces an existing légal project on the same parcel, the number of average 
daily trips generated by the existing légal project will be deducted to détermine the net increase 
in average daily trips. The fee assessment will be based on the net increase in average daily trips 
for a particular site. 

Example: For a gênerai retail use of four thousand (4,000) square feet, replacing existing uses 
generating twenty (20) average daily trips, the fee would be: 

48 trips/MSF X 4 MSF = +192 gross trips (MSF = Thousand Square Feet) 
20 existing trips = - 20 

31 passby trips = - 31 



Net New Trips = 141 new trips 

141 New Trips x $119/Trip = $16,779 



(e) Individual nonresidential uses permitted by land use plan other than in commercial, industrial and 
institutional land use catégories shall hâve roadway improvement fées assigned based upon recorrmienda- 
tions from the county department of transportation and pubUc works. (Ord. No. 4817, 1994.) 

Sec 26-98-740. Alternative method and compliance with other laws. 

(a) Sections 26-98-700 through 26-98-790, inclusive, are intended to establish a supplemental method for 
funding the cost of certain facilities and services, the need for which will be generated by the level and 
type of development proposed in the Larkfield development fee impact area. The provisions of thèse 
sections shall not be constraed to limit the power of the county to impose any other fées or exactions, 
but shall be in addition to any other requirements which the county is authorized to impose, or has 
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previousiy imposed, as a condition of approving pians, rezonings, or other entitlements within the 
Larkfield development fee impact area pursuant to state and local laws. 

(b) The development fées established for this area are necessary for the mitigation of significant impacts 
which will be created by future development in the Larkfield development fee impact area. If, for any 
reason, any portion of this chapter is challenged in a court of compétent jurisdiction, such challenge 
may constitote new information for purposes of ŒQA which might, in tum, require additional 
environmental review of development projects. The refusai to pay fées imposed herein represents a 
failure on the part of the developer to participate in area-wide mitigation fées and may constimte the 
basis for the county's refusai to make a statement of overriding considération in connection with 
cumulative environmental impacts generated by such project. 

(c) Rezonings in the Larkfield development fee impact area are subject to the condition subséquent that 
the fées imposed by Sections 26-98-700 through 26-98-790, inclusive, will be paid. Failure to pay such 
fées shall resuit in a violation of this condition subséquent and entitle County to pursue such remédies 
as may be available to it by law. (Ord. No. 4817, 1994.) 

Sec 26-98-750. Projects exempt from fee requirements. 

The fee provisions shall not apply to public agency projects (including spécial districts) which provide public 
infrastructure within the scope of the public agency's responsibilities. (Ord. No. 4817, 1994.) 

Sec 26-98-760. Anniial adjustment and review of fées. 

(a) On January Ist of each year beginning in 1995, the development fées imposed by Sections 26-98-700 
through 26-98-790, inclusive, shall be adjusted by the department of tiansportation and public works 
by a percentage amount équivalent to the percentage change in the Engineering News Record Construc- 
tion Cost Index for the preceding twelve (12) month period. The amount of fee applicable to any permit 
shall be computed based on the fee in effect as of the date of department of permit and resom"ce 
management's approval of the building permit, or in those cases specified in Section 26-98-770(a)(3), 
the fee in effect at the time of the department of permit and resource management's discretionary 
approval of the permit 

(h) The board of supervisors shall review the adequacy of the development fées established herein at least 
once every three (3) years or, if required or appropriate, more often than once every three (3) years. 

(c) The department of transportation and public works and the department of permit and resource manage- 
ment shall provide an annuel report to the board of supervisors which spécifies: 

(1) Any change in the fee due to automatic anniial adjustments; 

(2) The status of the trust fimd established to fund the development of public infrastructure in the 
Larkfield development fee impact area; and 

(3) The status of any improvement projects financed in fiill or in part by such trust funds. (Ord. No. 
4817, 1994.) 
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Sec 26-98-770. Timing of fee payments. 

(a) The fées imposed and required by Sections 26-98-700 tbrough 26-98-790, inclusive, shall be paid when 
any of the following County approval or permits are required: 

( 1 ) Department of permit and resource management' s approval of building permits for new residential 
dwelling units on existing lots, including second dvi^elling units authorized pursuant to this chapter; 

(2) Those permits for which, prior to the issuance of a building permit, discretionary approval is 
required. Thèse pennits include, but are not limited to, use permits, design review approvals and 
major or minor subdivisions; and 

(3) Those zoning permits requiring discretionary approval which do not require a building permit. 

(b) The fées imposed and required by subsection (a) of this section shall be paid as foliows: 

(1) The fee for those ^provals referred to in subsection (a)(l) of this section shall be paid to the 
county prior to department of permit and resource management' s approval of the building permit. 

(2) The fee for those permits and approvals referred to in subsection (a)(2) of this section shall be 
paid to the county prior to department of permit and resource management' s approval of a building 
permit or issuance of the building permit, whichever occurs first At the time of the discretionary 
approval, the following condition shall be imposed on the development: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shall pay to the County of Sonoma those development 
fées required by Sections 26-98-700 through 26-98-790, inclusive, of the Sonoma County Code. 
Such fées shall be paid prior to issuance of a building permit" 

Where the condition set forth above is to be placed on a major or minor subdivision, the condition 
shall be placed as notation on ihe final or parcel map so that subséquent purchasers of lots within 
the subdivision will be on notice that fées will be required prior to the issuance of a building 
permit. 

(3) The fee for those pennits referred to subsection (a)(3) of this section shaU be paid to the county 
within thirty (30) days after the permit is approved. At the time of the discretionary approval, the 
foUowing condition shall be imposed: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shall pay to the County of Sonoma that development 
fee required by Section 26-495 through Section 26-495.9, inclusive, of the Sonoma County Code 
v^thin thirty (30) days after approval of this permit. Failure to make this payment within thirty 
(30) days after approval of this permit shall resuit in said permit being rendered null and void." 

(c) No building permit or discretionary ^proval for property within the Larkfield development fee impact 
area shall be issued or approved unless the development fées for the property are paid as required by 
Sections 26-98-700 through 26-98-790, inclusive. (Ord. No. 4817, 1994.) 
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Sec. 26-98-780. Developer construction of oversized facilities. 

Whenever a developer is required, as a condition of approvai of a deveiopment permit, to construct roadway fa- 
cilities determined by the county to hâve supplemental size, length or capacity over that needed for the impacts 
of that deveiopment, and when such construction is necessaiy to ensure efficient and timely construction of the 
roadway facilities network, a reimbursement agreement with the developer and a crédit against the fee, which 
would otherwise be charged pursuant to this chapter on the deveiopment project, shall be offered. The reim- 
bursement amounts shall not include the portion of the iraprovement needed to provide services or mitigate the 
need for the facility or the burdens created by the deveiopment. (Ord. No. 48 1 7, 1994.) 

Sec. 26-98-790. Fee adjustments. 

(a) A developer of any project subject to the fee established by Sections 26-98-700 through 26-98-790, inclu- 
sive, may apply to the director of the permit and resource management department for a réduction or ad- 
justment to that fee, or a waiver of that fee, based upon: (] ) the absence of any reasonable relationship or 
nexus between the traffic and transportation impacts of that deveiopment and either the amount of the fee 
charged or the types of facilities to be fmanced; and/or (2) the deveiopment is suffïciently specialized such 
that the fee should be spécial ly calculated so as to maintain a reasonable relationship between the type of 
the deveiopment project and the amount of the fee. 

The application shall be made in writing and filed with the director of the permit and resource management 
department not later than: twenty (20) days prior to the public hearing on the deveiopment permit applica- 
tion for the project; or if no deveiopment permit is required, at the time of the fïling of the request for a 
building permit. The application shall state in détail the factual basis for the claim of waiver, réduction or 
adjustment. The director of the permit and resource management department in consultation with the direc- 
tor of the department of transportation and public works shall consider the application and render a déci- 
sion. If a réduction, adjustment or waiver is granted, any change of use within the project shall invalidate 
the waiver, adjustment or réduction of the fee. 

(b) In addition to the foregoing, a developer of any project subject to the fee established by Sections 26-98-700 
through 26-98-790, inclusive, may apply to the board of supervisors for a réduction or adjustment to that 
fee, or a waiver of that fee, otherwise due in the following case: 

( 1 ) Situations where the board of supervisors détermines that the project deveiopment is a project eligible 
for direct county funding considération and, in lieu of such funding, the board elects to waive or re- 
duce the fee in an amount determined appropriate by the board in its sole discrétion. 

Any such application shall be made in writing and filed with the clerk to the board of supervisors not later 
than: ten (10) days prior to the public hearing on the deveiopment permit application for the project; or if 
no deveiopment permit is required, at the time of the filing of the request for a building permit. The appli- 
cation shall State in détail the factual basis for the claim of waiver, réduction or adjustment. The board of 
supervisors shall consider the application at the public hearing on the permit application or at a separate 
hearing held within sixty (60) days after the filing of the fee adjustment application. The décision of the 
board of supervisors shall be final. If a réduction, adjustment or waiver is granted, any change of use within 
the project shall invalidate the waiver, adjustment or réduction of the fee. (Ord. No. 50 12 § 9, 1 997: Ord. 
No. 4817, 1994.) 
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Sec. 26-98-800. Affordable or spécial needs housing — Déferrai of fee payment. 

(a) Development fées may be deferred on projects that provide affordable or spécial needs housing subject to 
compliance with the provisions of this section. Any such déferrai shall be directiy related to the construc- 
tion of housing units reserved for rent or sale to low-, very low-, or extremely low-income households or 
for households with spécial needs, such as the elderly or disabled. A written request for a déferrai of fées 
shall be submitted with the applicable planning application. 

(b) A fee déferrai may be approved if the director détermines, in consultation with affected departments, that 
the improvements funded by the fées can be delayed or that the fées from the project are not needed to fi- 
nance the programmed public improvements over the near-term. Prior to authorizing the fee déferrai, a 
promissory note and a deed of trust shall be executed by the developers to guarantee payment, pursuant to 
subsection (c), of development fées otherwise required to be paid at the time a building permit is issued. 

(c) Fées for rental housing may be deferred until the time permanent fmancing for the project is in place or a 
certain date specified by the promissory note, whichever occurs first. Fées for ownership housing may be 
deferred until the sale of the dwelling unit, or a certain date specified by the promissory note, whichever 
occurs first. 

(d) To secure payment of deferred fées a promissory note and a deed of trust shall be recorded against the par- 
cel on which the affordable housing is being constructed. The deed of trust may be subordinated to the pur- 
chase and construction financing. 

(e) To qualily for a déferrai of payment of fées, the dwelling unit shall be reserved for rent or sale to a low-, 
very low-, or extremely low-income household pursuant to the provisions of the gênerai plan housing élé- 
ment, including the requirement that the continued affordability of said units be secured by a recorded af- 
fordable housing agreement or spécial needs housing agreement, as applicable. In addition, in the case of 
spécial needs units, to qualiiy for a déferrai of payment of fées, at least twenty percent (20%) of the spécial 
needs units must be reserved for occupancy by very low-, low-, or extremely low-income spécial needs 
households. 

(f) The director of the Sonoma County permit and resource management department is hereby authorized and 
directed to exécute any documents on behalf of the county of Sonoma which may be required to implement 
the provisions of this section, provided such documents hâve been previously authorized by the board of 
supervisors and approved by the county counsel. In addition, said directors are authorized and directed, 
with approval of the county counsel, to make any necessary technical, nonsubstantive changes to any 
documents required to implement the provisions of this section where such documents hâve been approved 
by the board of supervisors or necessitated by the board's approval of a déferrai of fées for dwelling units 
affordable to lower or very low-income households. 

(g) The county counsel is authorized and directed to prépare or review and approve as to légal form, ail neces- 
sary légal documents, including but not limited to promissory notes, deeds of trust, any escrow instructions 
which may be necessary to implement the provisions of this section. (Ord.No. 5569 § 1 1,2005: Ord.No. 
5009 § 1(H), 1997.) 
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Article XV. Responsibility. 

iï 26A-15-010 Responsibility. 

Article XVII. Public Record. 
§26A-17-0I() Public record. 

Article XIX. Fées and Charges. 

§ 26 A- 19-010 Fées and charges . 

Article I. Purpose, Scope and Authority. 
Sec. 26A-01-010. Purpose. 

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the Sonoma County Surface Mining and Réclamation Ordinance. This 
chapter is adopted in order to comply with and implement the provisions of the Surface Mining and Réclamation Act of 1 975 
(Public Resources Code Sections 2710 et seq) as amended, and the applicable Public Resources Code (PRC) sections by 
adopting procédures for reviewing, approving and/or pennitting surface mining opérations, réclamation plans, and financial 
assurances in the unincorporated areas of Sonoma County. 

Nothing contained herein is intended to modify or abridge the provisions of that act. The définitions and provisions of the 
act and the policy régulations adopted pursuant thereto are incorporated herein and this article shall be interpreted in a man- 
ner consistent therewith. The provisions of SMARA (PRC Sec. 271 et seq.) related to surface mining and réclamation régu- 
lations, PRC Section 2207 related to annual reporting requirements, and Code of Régulations (CCR) Title 14, Division 2, 
chapter 8, subchapter 1 , Section 3500 et seq., and régulations are made a part of this chapter by référence with the same force 
and effect as if the provisions therein were specifically and fully set out herein, excepting that when the provisions of this 
chapter are more restrictive than the corrélative state provisions, this chapter shall prevail. 

The provisions of this chapter shall be liberally construed to effectuate the purposes of this chapter and shall be applied in 
a manner that ensures their constitutionality. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-01-020. Intent. 

It is the intent of the board of supervisors to protect the quality of the county's environment, to protect against land uses 
incompatible with préservation and utilization of natural resources, and to assure the community of an adéquate supply of 
thèse resources for présent and future générations. It is the further intent of the board to: 

(a) Prevent or mitigate potential adverse effects on the environment, including air quality, groundwater, water quality, 
aquatic and wildlife habitat, flooding, soil érosion, sédimentation effects, and excessive noise; 

(b) Assure progressive réclamation concurrent with mining so that mined lands are retumed to a condition adaptable for 
altemate land uses, with no residual hazards to public health or safety and with land and water resources maintained in a 
State bénéficiai to society; and 

(c) Assure that ail mining be conducted in a manner consistent with the minerai resource management policies of the 
conservation élément of the gênerai plan; 

(d) Encourage the production and conservation of minerais essential to the continued économie well-being of the county 
and to the needs of the society; 

(e) Set standards regarding operational aspects of surface mining opérations including, but not limited to: 

(1) Hours of operafions, 

(2) Noise, 

(3) Dust, 

(4) Fencing, 
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(5) Aesthetic considérations, and 

(6) The mitigation of potentiaily adverse environmental effects. (Ord. No. 5165 § I, 1999.) 

Article III. Définitions. 
Sec. 26A-03-010. Définitions. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the meaning of words or phrases shall be as defined in this section, appendix for the 1 994 
ARM Plan, and Article 2 of the State Surface Mining and Réclamation Act. 

"Aggradation" means an increase in the bed élévation of a stream channel from déposition of sédiment. 

"Area of régional significance" means an area designated by the State Mining and Geology Board which is known to con- 
tain a deposit of minerais, the extraction of which is judged to be of prime importance in meeting future needs for minerais in 
a particular région of the state within which the minerais are located and which, if prematurely developed for alternate in- 
compatible land uses, could resuit in the prématuré loss of minerais that are of more than local significance. 

"Bank" means sloping ground bordering a stream channel which normally confines the water flow. 

"Bench interval" means the différence in vertical élévation between any two consécutive benches. 

"Dégradation" means a decrease in the bed élévation of a stream channel. 

"Director" means the director of the permit and resource management department or his/her désignée. 

"Floodplain" means an area of alluvial deposits created by a stream and subject to inundation from the stream overtopping 
its banks. The area with an estimated probability of one percent (1%) of being inundated in any particular year is the "1 00- 
year" floodplain. The boundaries of the 100-year flood plain shall be assumed to be as shown as the most récent Fédéral 
Emergency Management Agency (FEM A) maps unless site-specific engineering analysis, field déterminations, and monitor- 
ing data indicate otherwise. 

Flood, Selected. "Selected flood" means the magnitude of flood to be used for establishing minimum flood profile levels 
and designafing the outer limits of the part of the flood plain to be regulated, i.e., the outer limits of the floodway (F 1 ), and 
floodplain (F2) districts. The selected flood shall be the 1 00-year flood unless the decision-making body, upon recommenda- 
tion by the chief engineer of the Sonoma County water agency, détermines otherwise. 

"Floodway" means the portion of the stream channel and the adjacent flood plain that must be reserved in order to dis- 
charge the selected flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface more than one (1) foot. The boundary of the 
floodway shall be assumed to be as shown on the most récent Fédéral Emergency Management Agency (FEM A) maps 
unless site-specific engineering analysis, field déterminations, and monitoring data indicate otherwise. 

"Gross channel" means the entire stream channel below the ordinary high water mark. 

"Instream opérations" means surface mining conducted to remove gravel and sédiment deposits which hâve accumulated 
within the gross channel of a river or stream. 

"Intermittent stream" means a stream having surface flow during wet periods of the year only. 

"Longitudinal gradienf means the slope of the stream channel parallel to the direction of water flow, as depicted by thal- 
weg élévations along the channel. 

"Low-flow channel" means that portion of stream channel which is typically still carrying flowing water during the sea- 
sonal low-flow period extending from June 1 st to November 1 st. If a stream goes dry in some years, the low flow channel 
shall be defined by either the July Ist water élévations or those channel areas not more than one (1) vertical foot above the 
thalweg. 

"Lower level décision maker" means the director or the planning commission, as appropriate. 

"Mined lands" means the surface, subsurface, and groundwater of an area in which surface mining opérations will be, 
hâve been or are being, conducted, including private roads appurtenant to the area, land excavations, workings, mining waste 
and areas in which structures, facilities, equipment, machines, tools or other materials or properly which resuit from, or are 
used in, surface mining opérations are located. 

"Mining" means the process or business oftaking minerai substances from apit, quany or excavation in the earth. Mining 
does not include grading and excavation in conjunction with other permitted construction activities or development of geo- 
thermal or water resources. 

"Ordinary high water mark" means the Une on a bank or shore of stream channel established by ordinary high water flows 
and indicated by changes in surface relief, soil, végétation and débris. 
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"Overburden" means earth materials which overlie resource deposits and which must be removed prior to resource extrac- 
tion. 

"Oversize gravel" means any stream-worked rock materials not passing a three (3) inch screen. 

"Perennial stream" means a stream having surface flow for the entire year. 

"Quarry" means a surface excavation created for the mining of bedrock géologie deposits, or soil for fill, construction or 
other purposes together with its processing and shipping. 

"Réclamation" means the combined process of land treatment that minimizes water dégradation, air pollution, damage to 
aquatic or wildlife habitat, flooding, érosion, and other adverse effects from surface mining opérations, including adverse 
surface effects incidental to underground mines, so that mined lands are reclaimed to a usable condition which is readily 
adaptable for altemate land uses and create no danger to public heaith and safety. The process may extend to affected lands 
surrounding mined lands, and may require backfïlling, grading, resoihng, revegetation, soil compaction, stabilization or other 
measures. 

"Riparian végétation" means native végétation adjacent to, associated with, or otherwise dépendent on a stream or other 
water body. 

"Skimming" means removal of sand and grave] from gravel bars in stream channels above the water level of the low-flow 
channel. 

"Slope ratio" means the ratio of change in horizontal distance to the change in vertical élévation expressed as two (2) 
numbers separated by a colon (i.e., 2:1). 

"Terrace pit" means a surface mining opération that consists of excavation of pits in stream terraces and related activities 
to recover aggregate rock, sand and gravel. 

"Thalweg" means the line or thread of a stream that constitutes the lowest or deepest part of the stream channel. On a lon- 
gitudinal profile, the thalweg is indicated by the line Connecting the lowest élévations. 

"Transverse gradient" means the slope of the gross channel bottom generally perpendicular to its downstream direction. 

"Upstream bar area" means the portion of the bar from the upstream end to a point where the bar is widest, measured 
from the low flow channel to the outer bank. (Ord. No. 5537 § 3(a), 2004; Ord. No. 5 165 § 1 , 1999.) 

Article V. Scope and Applicability. 

Sec. 26A-05-010. Exceptions. 

Except as specified in this section, no person shall conduct surface mining opérations unless a surface mining use pennit, 
a réclamation plan, and a financial assurance is approved pursuant to this chapter and the Surface Mining and Réclamation 
Act. Where an activity is granted an exception to surface mining and réclamation régulations, it may still be subject to other 
fédéral, state or local régulations, and permit and review requirements. 

The provisions of this chapter are not applicable to the following activities: 

(a) Excavations or grading conducted for farming or onsite construction or for the purpose of restoring land following a 
flood or natural disaster; 

(b) Onsite excavation and grading activities which are intégral and necessary part of a construction project and are under- 
taken to prépare a site for construction of structures, landscaping, or other land improvements provided that: 

( 1 ) The construction project is consistent with and permitted by the Sonoma County General Plan and Zoning Ordi- 
nance, 

(2) Ail required permits and approvals required for the construction hâve been obtained from public agencies, and 

(3) The county or the lead agency has considered the onsite excavation and earthmoving activities in its approval of 
the construction permit. This exception applies whether or not surplus soil or rock materials are exported from the site, how- 
ever, the export of surplus materials is exempted only if it occurs after construction work has commenced and is being ac- 
tively undertaken pursuant to approved pennits and ceases upon the conclusion of construction activities; 

(c) The extraction of minerais for commercial or prospecting purposes and/or the removal of overburden where the cu- 
mulative total amount of materials removed is less than one thousand (1,000) cubic yards and the excavation site does not 
exceed one (1) acre in size; 

(d) Opération of a plant to process minerai materials provided that: 
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(1) The plant and associated stockpiles, equipment and structures are on a property designated for industrial or 
commercial uses by the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance, 

(2) There is no onsite extraction of minerais, and 

(3) Any onsite areas disturbed by mining activities after January 1 , 1 976 hâve been fully reclaimed pursuant to an 
approved réclamation plan; 

(e) Excavations or grading for the exclusive purpose of obtaining materials for roadbed construction and maintenance 
conducted in connection with timber opérations and forest management on land owned by the same entity provided such 
activities are conducted in compliance with the provisions and restrictions set forth in Section 2714 (j) of SMARA; 

(f) Any other surface mining opérations that are categorically exempt pursuant to Sec. 27 1 4 of SMARA or Section 2758 
of the Public Resources Code or are otherwise determined to be infrequent and involving only minor surface disturbances by 
the State Mining and Geology Board or as otherwise exempted by law. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-05-020. Application procédure — Establishment of vested right and approval of 
réclamation plan. 

(a) Vested Right Defmed. A person shall be deemed to hâve vested rights if, prior to January, 1 976, he has, in good 
faith and in reliance upon a pennit or other légal authorization, if such permit or other authorization was required. 
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diligentiy commenced surface mining opérations and incurred substantial liabilities for work and materials necessary 
therefore. Expansés incurred in obtaining the enactment of an ordinance in relation to a particular opération or the 
issuance of a peraiit shall net be deemed liabilities for work or materials. 

(b) Vested Right Statement. The director shall undertake to provide reasonable notice to ail mining ojjerators of the 
requirements of this chapter; provided, however, that his failure to do so shall not exempt any operator from the 
requirements of this chapter. 

(1) A complète "statement of vested right" form provided by the county. A claim of vested right shall not be 
recognized if submission of the statement of vested right and affîdavit is not made within ninety (90) days of the 
effective date of this chapter. 

(2) An attached affidavit or déclaration certifying that the information fumished is tnie and accurate. 

(c) Détermination of Vested Rights. 

(1) Preliminary Détermination. Following the receipt of a statement of vested right, the director or the director's 
désignée shall make a preliminary detennination on each separate parcel of property of the existence and extent of the 
vested right. If the director finds that insufficient information is available to make a détermination of the existence or 
extent of each claim for vested right, the director may retum the statement to the applicant for additional information 
or clarification and/or the director may deny the applicant's claim for vested right. The burden of proving the existence 
and extent of each claimed vested right is on the applicant Notice of the détermination shall be provided in accordance 
with Section 26A-07-040. Such détermination shall be final uniess appealed by any aggrieved person in writing to the 
planning commission within thirty (30) calendar days of the date the notice of détermination is mailed pursuant to 
Section 26A-07-040. Any such appeal shall set forth with specificity the grounds, both légal and facmal, upon which 
the appeal is based. 

(2) Planning Commission Hearing. The planning commission shall hold a hearing on the appeal. The appeal shall 
be heard de novo. The hearing shall be noticed in the manner provided for a Section 26A-07-040. The burden of proof 
is on the appellant. The commission shall hâve the authority to adopt rules goveming the procédures for the hearings, 
including the authority to require évidence to be presented in the form of déclaration. The hearing may be continued 
from time to time by the conraiission, however, every effort shall be made to expedite the hearing procédures. 

(3) Planning Commission Décision. The décision of the conunission shall be final, uniess appealed by any 
aggrieved person in vmting to the board of supervisors within thirty (30) calendar days of the date the planning 
commission décision is rendered. Any such appeal shall set forth with specificity the grounds both légal and factual 
upon which the appeal is based. 

(4) Board of Supervisors Hearing. The board of supervisors shall either: 

(i) Hold a hearing on the appeal in accordance with Section 26A-07-020; or 
(ii) Appoint an administrative hearing officer. 
The burden of proof is on the applicant. The board of hearing officer shall hâve authority to adopt rules goveming 
the procédures for the hearings including the authority to require évidence to be presented in the form of déclarations. 

(5) Board of Supervisors Décision. The décision of the board of supervisors shall be fmal. 

(6) Fées. At the time of fîling an appeal to either the planning commission or the board of supervisors, the 
appellant shall pay a fee of one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00) in ordCT to defray the costs of processing and 
hearing the appeal. In the event that the appellant requests a transcript of the appeal hearing(s), the appellant shall bear 
the cost of its préparation. 

(d) Réclamation Plan. A réclamation plan for an opération with a vested right shall be fîled with the director prior 
to January 1, 1981. The réclamation plan shall provide for the réclamation of the area disturbed by surface mining 
opérations mined after January 1, 1976. No substantial changes shall be made in the opération during the period in 
which the réclamation plan is being considered for approval. The réclamation plan shall conform to the requirements 
and form of this chapter. 

(e) Director Review. The director shall review the réclamation plan within thirty (30) working days and détermine 
if it contains adéquate information to proceed to the committee. The director shall retum the réclamation plan to the 
applicant for additional information or clarification if, in his opinion, it is incomplète. 

(f) Cormnittee Review. The committee shall review the réclamation plan and shall recommend conditions, 
modifications, and monitoring procédures to the hearing officer. 

(g) Public Hearing. The hearing officer shall hold a public hearing on the réclamation plan. The hearing shall be 
noticed in accordance with Section 26A-07-040. The hearing officer may adopt rules goveming the hearing procédure 
and may continue the hearing as necessary. 
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(h) Action. The hearing ofFicer shall approve, approve with conditions, or reject the réclamation plan within twelve 
(12) months of the date of submission. In the event the hearing officer rejects the réclamation plan, he shall state the 
reasons for that rejection in writing. 

(i) Compliance. The hearing officer shall reject the réclamation plan if it does not comply with ail of the applicable 
requirements of this chapter. 

(j) Failure to Obtain Approval. Should approval of the réclamation plan not be obtained within twelve (12) months 
after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this section, ail of the subject surface mining opération shall be 
terminated and those areas mined after January 1, 1976, shall be reclaimed in a manner generally in conformance with 
this chapter, and subject to the approval of the director. (Ord. No. 5201 § 2, 1999: Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Article VII. Application Processing Procédures. 

Sec. 26A-07-010. Applications and processing. 

(a) Applications for use permits for surface mining activities and/or réclamation plan approvals shall be submitted 
in writing to the permit and resource management department (PRMD) on standard application fonns prepared by 
PRMD. The completed forms shall be accompanied with other supporting text and exhibits as is required by this chapter 
or SMARA or is otherwise found necessary by PRMD to adequately describe the proposed mining and/or réclamation 
plan and assess the environmental impacts of the proposai. A processing fee shall be submitted with each application 
in accordance with the current fee requirements adopted by the board of supervisors. PRMD shall be responsible for 
determining the completeness of each application within thirty (30) days of its submittal. PRMD may request additional 
information or clarification firom the applicant if, in the judgment of the department, the application is incomplète for 
the proposed project. 

(b) At the time of submitting an application for a discretionary approval which is the subject of this chapter, the 
applicant shall agrée, as part of the application, to défend, indemnify and hold harmless the county and its agents, 
officers, attomeys and employées from any claim, action or proceeding brought against the county or its agents, officers, 
attomeys or employées to attack, set aside, void or annul an approval of the county, its advisory agencies, appeal boards 
or board of supervisors, which action is brought within the applicable statue of limitations. The indemnification shall 
include damages awarded against the county, if any, costs of suit, attomey fées and other costs and expenses incurred 
in connection with such action. 

(1) In the event that a claim, action or proceeding discussed in subsection (a) of this section is brought, the county 
shall promptly notify the applicant of the existence of the claim, action or proceeding and will cooperate fully in the 
défense of such claim, action or proceeding. Nothing set forth in this section shall prohibit the county from participating 
in the défense of any claim, action or proceeding if the county elects to bear its own attomey fées and costs and défends 
the action in good faith. 

(c) Within thirty (30) days of acceptance of an application for a surface mining use permit and/or a réclamation plan 
as complète, PRMD shall notify the appropriate responsible agencies pursuant to Section 2770.5 of SMARA. 

(d) The final decision-making body on ail requests for surface mining permits, use permits, and/or réclamation plan 
approvals made pursuant to this chapter shall be the planning commission unless: 

(1) The mining or réclamation request requires concurrent approval of a rezoning or a pian or ordinance 
amendment, in which case the planning commission will make a recommendation and the board of supervisors shall 
be the decision-making body; 

(2) The planning commission décision is appealed to the board of supervisors pursuant to Section 26A-07-020 
(b) of this chapter, 

(3) The State Mining and Geology Board acquires original jurisdiction over the project pursuant to SMARA or 
project appeals; or 

(4) The board of supervisors, by a majority vote, décides to exercise original and immédiate jurisdiction over an 
application to décide upon it. 

(e) Prior to final approval of a réclamation plan, financial assurances (as provided in this chapter), or any amendments 
to the réclamation plan or existing financial assurances PRMD shall certify to the State Department of Conservation 

that the réclamation plan and/or financial assurance comphes with the applicable requirements of state law, and submit ^^ 

the plan, assurance, or amendments to the State Department of Conservation for review. Where the réclamation plan ^^m 

and/or financial assurances are associated with a use pennit pursuant to the requirements of this chapter, the county may ^^ 
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conditionally approve the use perniit with the condition that the approval for mining opérations shali not be issued until cost 
estimâtes for financial assurances hâve been reviewed by the department of conservation and final action has been taken on 
the réclamation plan and financial assurances. 

Pursuant to PRC Section 2774(d), the State Department of Conservation shall be given thirty (30) days to review and 
comment on the réclamation plan and forty-five (45) days to review and comment on the financial assurance. PRMD shall 
evaluate written comments received, if any, from the State Department of Conservation during the comment periods. Staff 
shall prépare a written response describing the disposition of the major issues raised by the state for the county's approval. In 
particular, when the county's position is at variance with the recommendations and objections raised in the state's comments, 
the written response shall address, in détail, why spécifie comments and suggestions were not accepted. Copies of any writ- 
ten comments received and responses prepared by the county shall be promptiy forwarded to the operator/applicant. 

(f) Prior to deciding to approve, conditionally approve, or deny a request for a surface mining permit and/or réclamation 
plan, the decision-making body shall conduct a duly noticed public hearing for purposes of hearing public testimony on the 
proposai. A hearing shall be considered duly noticed if such notice is given in the same manner set forth in Section 26A-07- 
040 of this chapter. 

(g) PRMD shall forward a copy of each approved mining permit, réclamation plan, and/or financial assurance to the 
State Department of Conservation. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-07-015. Original jurisdiction. 

This section provides the procédures for the board of supervisors, upon its own initiative, to exercise original jurisdiction 
over applications filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(a) Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. Any member of the board of supervisors may request the board to exercise 
original jurisdiction over any application filed pursuant to this chapter, except in cases where state law requires a recommen- 
dation of the planning commission prior to action by the board on the matter. 

(b) Timing and Form of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction shall be 
made orally at a board of supervisors meeting, or filed in writing with the clerk of the board, prior to any décision by a lower 
level décision maker approving or denying the subject application. A request to exercise original jurisdiction need not state 
the reasons for the request. 

(c) Effect of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction shalJ stay any proceed- 
ings of lower level décision makers until the board of supervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (d) of this sec- 
tion. 

(d) Considération of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdicfion shall be consid- 
ered by the board of supervisors at a public meeting. Nofice of the meeting shall be given, and the meeting shall be con- 
ducted, in compliance with applicable law. 

( I ) If the board of supervisors approves the request to exercise original jurisdiction, the board shall assume jurisdic- 
fion over the matter and take acfion in compliance with subsection (e) of this section. 

(2) If the board of supervisors dénies the request to exercise original jurisdiction, the appropriate lower level déci- 
sion maker shall résume jurisdiction over the matter and take action in compliance with applicable law. 

(e) Hearing and Décision. Any matter that is the subject of original jurisdiction shall be heard and decided by the board 
of supervisors at a public hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be given, and the hearing shall be conducted, in compliance 
with applicable law. The board may approve, conditionally approve, or deny the subject application. 

(f) Participation by Initiator of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. Any member of the board of supervisors who 
initiâtes a request to exercise original jurisdiction shall hâve full participation rights in deteriliining whether to approve the 
request and, if the request is approved, in hearing and deciding upon the matter, includingthe rightto vote, unless actual bias 
or préjudice is otherwise shown. (Ord. No. 5537 § 3(b), 2004.) 

Sec. 26A-07-020. Appeals. 

(a) ( 1 ) Any interested person may appeal any administrative order, requirement, or detennination made by the director 
pursuant to this chapter to the planning commission. An appeal shall be filed in writing with the director within ten ( 1 0) days 
after the décision that is the subject of the appeal. The appeal shall specifically state the basis for the appeal and shall be ac- 
companied by the required filing fee. 
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(2) Upon the filing of an appeal pursuant to this subsection, the planning commission shall set and hold a public 
hearing on the appeal. Notice of the hearing shall be given pursuant to Section 26A-07-040. The hearing shall be a hearing 
de novo. Upon conclusion of the hearing, the planning commission may sustain, modify, reject, or overrule the action of the 
director. The planning commission shall render its décision within ninety (90) days after hearing is first opened. In the event 
that the planning commission fails to act within the ninety (90)-day period, the action of the director shall be deemed upheld. 
The ninety (90)-day time limit established by this paragraph may be extended, with the consent of the planning commission, 
only upon the request of either the appellant or the applicant. 

(3) The filing of an appeal pursuant to this subsection shall operate as a stay on the administrative action with re- 
spect to which the appeal is taken. The stay shall remain in effect until the planning commission has taken final action of the 
appeal. 

(4) Any appeal filed pursuant to this subsection may be withdrawn where the appellant requests such withdrawal and 
the planning commission consents. 

(b) (1 ) Any interested person may appeal any décision made by the planning commission pursuant to this chapter to the 
board of supervisors. An appeal shall be filed in writing with the director within ten (10) days after the décision that is the 
subject of the appeal. The appeal shall specifically state the basis for the appeal and shall be accompanied by the required 
filing fee. 

(2) Upon the filing of an appeal pursuant to this subsection, the board of supervisors shall set and hold a public hear- 
ing on the appeal. Notice of the hearing shall be given pursuant to Section 26A-07-040. The hearing shall be a hearing de 
novo. Upon conclusion of the hearing, the board of supervisors may sustain, modily, reject, or overrule the décision of the 
planning commission. The board of supervisors shall render its décision within ninety (90) days after the hearing is first 
opened. In the event that the board of supervisors fails to act within the ninety (90) day period, the décision of the planning 
commission shall be deemed upheld. The ninety (90)-day time limit established by this paragraph may be extended, with the 
consent of the board of supervisors, only upon the request of either the appellant or the applicant. 

(3) The filing of an appeal pursuant to this subsection shall operate as a stay on the planning commission décision 
with respect to which the appeal is taken. The stay shall remain in effect until the board of supervisors has taken final action 
on the appeal. 

(4) Any appeal filed pursuant to this subsection may be withdrawn where the appellant requests such withdrawal and 
the board of supervisors consents. (Ord. No. 5537 § 3(c), 2004: Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-07-021. Direct review. 

This section provides the procédures for the board of supervisors, upon its own initiative, to review the décisions of lower 
level décision makers on applications filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(a) Request for Direct Review. Any member of the board of supervisors may request the board to review a décision of a 
lower level décision maker approving or denying any application filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(b) Timing and Form of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall be made orally at a board of super- 
visors meeting, or filed in writing with the clerk of the board, prior to the expiration of the appeal period for the décision of 
the lower level décision maker on the subject application. A request for direct review need not state the reasons for the re- 
quest. A request for direct review shall not be deemed to be an allégation of any flaw in or a pre-judgment of the décision of 
the lower level décision maker. 

(c) Effect of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall stay the décision of the lower level décision 
maker until the board of supervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (d) and, if applicable, until the board of su- 
pervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (e). The stay shall not extend the time for filing an appeal of the déci- 
sion of the lower level décision maker. 

(d) Considération of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall be considered by the board of supervi- 
sors at a public meeting. Notice of the meeting shall be given, and the meeting shall be conducted, in compliance with appli- 
cable law. 

(1 ) If the board of supervisors approves the request for direct review, the board shall assume jurisdiction over the 
matter and take action in compliance with subsection (e). 

(2) If the board of supervisors dénies the request for direct review, the décision of the lower level décision maker 
shall stand uniess an appeal of the décision was timely filed. 
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(e) Hearing and Décision. Any matter that is the subject of direct review shall be heard and decided by the board of su- 
pervisors at a public hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be given, and the hearing shall be conducted, in compliance with 
applicable law. The hearing shall be de novo. The board may affirm, wholly or partly, modify, or reverse the décision of the 
lower level décision maker on the subject application. 

(f) Participation by Initiator of Request for Direct Review. Any member of the board of supervisors who initiâtes a re- 
quest for direct review shall hâve full participation rights in determining whether to approve the request and, if the request is 
approved, in hearing and deciding upon the matter, including the right to vote, uniess actual bias or préjudice is otherwise 
shown. (Ord. No. 5537 § 3(d), 2004.) 

Sec. 26A-07-022. Simultaneous appeal and direct review. 

When a décision by a lower level décision maker is both appealed and jurisdiction is taken by the board of supervisors 
through direct review, both the appeal and the direct review shall be heard and considered concurrently. (Ord. No. 5537 
§ 3(e), 2004.) 

Sec. 26A-07-030. Appeals to state mining and geoiogy board. 

(a) Appeal to State Board. An applicant whose request for a pennit to conduct surface mining opérations in an area of 
statewide or régional significance, as defined in the Surface Mining and Réclamation Act, has been denied by the county 
board of supervisors, or any person who is aggrieved by an action of the board of supervisors to approve a permit to conduct 
surface mining opérations in an area of statewide or régional significance, may appeal to the state board within fifteen ( 1 5) 
calendar days of the county 's final detennination. If the state board detennines the décisions of the county are not supported 
by substantial évidence in light of the whole record, the board of supervisors shall schedule and hold a public hearing to re- 
consider its action. 

(b) Any party finding that the county has not reviewed and approved a réclamation plan or financial assurance in a timely 
fashion or has denied such approval contrary to the approval requirements or procédures set forth in SM ARA, or has failed 
to act according to due process, may appeal that action or inaction to the State Mining and Geoiogy Board. Pursuant to 
SMARA, the state board may décline to hear the appeal if it raises no new substantial issues or may accept the appeal and 
schedule a public hearing to détermine whether the subject réclamation plan or financial assurance satisfies the applicable 
requirements of SMARA. Réclamation plans or financial assurances which are found to be déficient by the state board shall 
be retumed to the applicant with a notice of the deficiencies so that they can be revised to meet the standards and resubmitted 
to the county for review and approval. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-07-040. Notice of hearing. 

(a) When a provision of this chapter requires notice of a public hearing to be given pursuant to this secfion, notice shall 
be given by the director in ail of the following ways: 

(1 ) Notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing to the owner of the 
subject property and the applicant, if différent firom the owner. 

(2) Notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing to ail owners of real 
property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll. If the 
number of owners to whom notice would be mailed or delivered pursuant to this subsection or subsection (a)( 1 ) of this sec- 
tion is greater than one thousand ( 1 ,000), the director, in lieu of mailed or delivered notice, may provide notice by placing a 
display advertisement of at least one-eighth page in at least one newspaper of gênerai circulation within the county at least 
ten (10) days prior to the hearing. 

(3) If the notice is mailed or delivered pursuant to subsection (a)(2) of this section, notice of the hearing shall also be 
published pursuant to Government Code Section 6061 in at least one newspaper of gênerai circulation within the county at 
least ten (10) days prior to the hearing. 

(4) Notice of the hearing shall be posted at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to the hearing in at least three (3) public places 
on or near the subject property. 
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(b) The notice required by this section shall inciude the date, time and place of the public hearing, the identity of the 
hearing body, a gênerai explanation of the matter to be considered, and a gênerai description, in text or by diagram, of the 
location of the subject propeily. 

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (a) above, where a hearing is to be held to consider the adequacy of an environmental 
document prepared pursuant to the Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the ten ( 1 0) day notice period shall be extended as 
necessary to comply with the notice requirements of CEQA. 
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(d) In addition to the notice required by this section, tiie director may give notice of the hearing in any other manner 
he or she deems necessary or désirable. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-07-050. Amendments. 

Proposed amendments to an approved mining permit or réclamation plan may be submitted to PRMD at any time, 
detailing the proposed changes from the original plan. Déviations from the original plan or permit shall not be 
undertaken until such amendment application has been filed with, and approved by, the county consistent with Article 
26A-07. Such amendments to réclamation plans shall be submitted to the department of conservation for its review and 
comments. The director or his/her désignée may détermine that such amendments are minor in nature, in which case 
he/she may grant approval. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Article IX. Standards for Mining Permits and Opérations. 

Sec. 26A-09-010. General standards for mining permit and opérations. 

In addition to meeting the requirements of the Surface Mining and Réclamation Act (SMARA) and related public 
resource codes and policy guidelines adopted by the state, each surface mining opération requiring a permit shall be 
conducted and designed to meet the applicable operational standards set forth in this article and in the Sonoma County 
aggregate resources management plan (ARM Plan). Conditions may be imposed on mining permits to ensure compliance 
with State and local codes, standards and guidelines. The standards applying to ail types of surface mining are set forth 
in this article, foUowed by the standards spécifie to quarry, instream and tenace mining opérations. 

(a) Use permits for surface mining shall not be approved on a parcel if the mining activity is not consistent with the 
zoning ordinance provisions set forth in Chapter 26 of this code. To be considered consistent with the Zoning 
Ordinance, the proposed mining sites must be: 

(1) Within a base zoning district where mining is permitted with a use permit; or, 

(2) An area zoned with the "MR" (Minerai Resource) combining district consistent with ARM plan policies. 
Opérations which are recognized as "vested" or légal "nonconforming" under Chapter 26 or 26A shall not require use 
permit approval as long as they operate within their légal liniits. 

Rezoning to the "MR" zoning district shall be found consistent with the ARM plan only in the foUowing cases: 
rezoning for purposes of quarry opérations are limited to the "RRD," "DA," and "LEA" base zoning districts; rezoning 
for purposes of instream opérations shall be limited to the **RRD," "DA," **LIA," and "LEA" base zoning districts; 
rezoning for purposes of terrace mining opérations shall be limited to those areas indicated in the "proposed designated 
terrace mining area" on Figure 7-11 of the ARM plan. Rezoning to the "MR" district restricts residential and other 
incompatible uses normally aiiowed by the base zoning district 

(b) Off Street Parking. Adéquate off-street parking shall be provided to accommodate the expected use from 
employées, customers, and equipment 

(c) Roads and Traffic. Ail mining opérations shall be conducted in such a manner as to minimize the adverse impacts 
of aggregate truck traffic on roads, traffic circulation, traffic congestion, and traffic safety. Mining opérations shall 
comply with the following standards: 

(1) Access Roads. AU private roads or driveways providing access to a mining site shall be adequately managed 
to prevent aggregate or other materials being drawn onto the public roads and rights-of-ways. Management techniques 
may include surfacing approach ways, installing tire grates, avoidance of over-fiUing and overwatering, covering loads, 
regular sweeping or washing of roadway and shoulders, and spill clean-up response. 

(2) Ail surface mining opérations permitted pursuant to this chapter shall be required to pay an annual traffic 
mitigation fee to the Sonoma County department of transportation and public works, pursuant to Chapter 26-98 of this 
code, to mitigate the traffic and circulation impacts the opération' s truck traffic will hâve on the county road network 
by paying a fair share of the costs for safety and circulation improvements. 

(3) Encroachment Permit The construction and/or upgrade of driveways or other altérations within the public 
right-of-way are required to obtain encroachment permits from the county or Caltrans or hâve such requirement waived, 
prior to commencement of activities in the public right-of-way. 

(4) Traffic Signs and Traffic Management Facilities. Traffic waming signs, bicycle lanes, acceleration-deceleration 
lanes, tuming lanes or other traffic management facilities shall be placed by the operator at appropriate locations as 
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detennined by either the State Department of Transportation or the Sonoma County department of public works. 

(5) Public Road Maintenance. Where public roads are used to access the mining site, provisions may be required 
in the mining peraiit and/or réclamation plan for the upgrading of such roads to a standard capable of accommodating 
the additional weight of trucks and minimizing traffîc hazards. Such provisions, if required, shall meet the approval of 
either the State Department of Transportation or the Sonoma County department of public works. 

(6) Ail surface mining opérations permitted pursuant to this chapter shall be required to pay an annual road 
mitigation fee to the Sonoma County department of transportation and public works to mitigate the wear and tear the 
operation's truck traffic will hâve on the county roads used as a haul routes by paying a fair share of the maintenance 
and improvement costs. The amount of the fee shall be determined by the department of transportation and public works 
on a case-by-case basis. 

(7) Ail operators shall be required to develop a truck driver éducation program which includes posting détails 
on preferred haul routes and informing drivers of procédures established to reduce public conflicts. Operators will also 
be required to monitor driver compliance and respond to complaints about gravel trucks. 

(8) Ail roads to be used for site access should hâve sufficient width, shoulders, pavement strength, and other 
features necessary to adequately mitigate the traffic impacts of proposed opérations. Public access roads shall meet the 
design requirements of the gênerai plan and related standards. Traffic levels on public access roads shall not exceed 
the acceptable levels identified in the gênerai plan. 

(d) Stormwater Runoff, Flood Control and Water Quality. Ail opérations shall manage earthwork and processing 
activities in such a manner as to minimize: ponding or accumulation of storm water not necessary for silt control, 
altérations to the natural drainage System, and siltation of adjacent or downstream watercourses. 

(1) Ail opérations shall incorporate the "best management practices" into the storm water pollution prévention 
plan required by the RWQCB. 

(2) Opérations along stream channels shall obtain the appropriate pennits and comply with the requirements of 
this code, including Ordinance 3836R, the Sonoma County water agency, the Régional Water Quality Control Board, 
the Cahfomia Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), the State Lands Commission, and/or the Army Corps of 
Engineers as applicable. Any of the drainage altérations, ponding or fiUing activities listed below shall be expressly 
prohibited unless approved by the applicable agencies before commencing opérations. 

(i) Impair or impede or obstruct the natural flow of storm waters, or other water running in a defîned 
chamiel, natural or man-made, or cause or permit the obstruction of any such channel or easement dedicated for 
drainage purposes. 

(ii) Deposit any material in such channel. 

(iii) AltCT the surface of land so as to reduce the capacity of such channel. 

(iv) Constnict, alter, or repair any storm water drainage structure, facility or channel without first obtaining 
a permit therefore, as h^ein provided. 

(v) Place any material along the sides of any defined channel or so close to the side of said channel as to 
cause such material to be carried away by flood waters passing through such channel. 

(vi) Constnict any structure within one hundred feet (1000 of the top of any embankment, natural or man- 
made which defines a channel, except where the flood hazard has been found to be remote in the view of the Sonoma 
County water agency. 

(vii) Deposit any material, which contains paper, bottles, cans, lumber, garbage, organic matter, or other 
material which will not readily become an intégral part of said chamiel side. 

(viiî) Deposit car bodies, concrète or asphalt construction rubble or any unsightiy material on the top or sides 
of any embankment, natural or manmade which defines a channel. 

(e) Water Quality. In order to avoid and prevent contamination or dégradation of surface or ground waters, ail 
opérations shall comply with the foUowing standards: 

(1) Any waters discharged from the site to adjacent lands, streams, or bodies of water or to any groundwater body 
shall meet ail applicable water quality standards of the Régional Water Quality Control Board and any other agency 
with authority over such discharges. Records of any water quality monitoring conducted in conjunction with the 
requirements of such agency or agencies shall be made available to the director on request. Discharges of sédiment 
laden water to designated on-site settling ponds, desilting basins in or réclamation areas shall not be deemed to be in 
violation of this part solely on the basis of sédiment content; 

(2) Excavations which may penetrate near or into usable water bearing strata shall not subject such groundwater 

basin or subbasin to pollution or contamination. 
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(f) Hazardous Materials. Ail opérations shall manage hazardous materials and hazardous wastes in compliance with 
the requirements of the Uniform Pire Code, the Uniform Building Code, the county public health department, local firè 
protection agencies, the Régional Water Quality Control Board, the California EPA and either the Northern Sonoma 
County air pollution control district or the Bay Area Air Quality Management District as applicable. Hazardous materials 
and wastes are to be removed firom ail mining areas within the lOO-year flood plain by November Ist of each year. Each 
mining site where hazardous materials are used or hazardous wastes are stored is required to hâve a spill prévention 
and countermeasure plan. 

(g) Erosion and Sédimentation. 

(1) During the period mining opérations are being conducted, and prior to final réclamation of mined lands, 
measures shall be taken to prevent érosion of adjacent lands from waters discharged from the site of mining opérations 
or the offsite discharge of sédiment. In addition, the mining operator shall be responsible for, and take whatever steps 
are necessary to prevent the érosion of lands adjacent to the district boundary into the excavated area. Such measures 
may include the construction of properly designed retarding basins, settling ponds and other water treatment facilities, 
ditches, diking and revegetation of slopes. Settiing ponds and other water treatment facilities shall be located and 
managed so that accumulated sédiment will not enter any stream or groundwater body unless such discharge is in 
accordance with the storm water pollution prévention plan (SWPPP) and best management practices (MBP's) approved 
by the RWQCB pursuant to subsection (d) of this section. 

(2) Sédiment basins, settling ponds, ditches, levées, dikes, culverts and other structures as well as érosion control 
and streambank protection measures shall be sized and designed by a civil engineer in accordance with standards set 
forth in the most current "flood control design criteria" manual published by the Sonoma County water agency and 
otherwise in accordance with acceptable engineering practices and any subséquent local, state, or fédéral régulations 
or revisions. An érosion and sédiment control plan, inciuding supporting calculations and diagrams, shall be prepared 
by a civil engineer or certified érosion and sédiment control specialist and submitted for review with new mining or 
réclamation applications. Erosion and sédiment control plans shall be designed in accordance with the most current 
"Erosion and Sédiment Field Manual" published by the Régional Water Quality Control Board. 

(3) Grades in areas being mined shall be maintained so as to avoid accumulations of water that could serve as 
breeding areas for mosquitoes or as sites of fish entrapmenL 

(h) Opération Information. Ail operators shall submit, subject to Section 26A-13, annual opération and production 
information to the county permit and resource management department and the State Department of Conversation on 
forms provided by the respective agencies. The data form is to be submitted to the county no later than March Ist of 
each year. The data form is to be submitted to the state by July Ist of each year along with any indicated fîling fées. 

(i) Noise Control. The maximum acceptable noise ievels for ail aggregate opérations shall be as set forth in the noise 
élément of the gênerai plan. 

More stringent noise standards may be required as permit conditions when particular local circumstances warrant 
additional protection of potentially affected areas. Any noise control measures prescribed as condition of a permit shall 
in no manner be interpreted as to preclude the application to the surface mining site of future noise control measures 
adopted by the county subséquent to the ^anting of the permit 

(j) Hours of Opération. Unless otherwise provided by conditions of the permit, the permit granted hereimder shall 
authorize opérations of mining, processing, and related activities as foUows: 

(1) Monday through Rriday: 6:00 a.m. through 10:00 p.m.; 

(2) Saturday: 6:00 a.m. until 4:30 pjn. Instream opérations conducted on Saturdays are limited to processing 
outside the ordinary high water mark; 

(3) Sundays and national holidays: no mining or processing unless authorized as a condition of the permit; 

(4) Exceptions to thèse time limitations may be authorized by the director upon written request of the operator 
in conjunction with spécial contracts or other circumstances which require imusual hours of opération; 

(5) In the event of emergencies involving catastrophe, or threat to public safety or propert3^ thèse time limitations 
shall not apply; 

(6) Thèse time limitations shall not apply to the normal activities relating to maintenance of stationary or mobile 
equipment and delivery of supphes. 

(k) Fencing, Posting and Security. Ail opérations shall take ail reasonable measures necessary to ensure the security 
of the site, protect the public, and prevent trespassing. The applicant shall show on the plans the location of ail fences, 
signs waming of the mining opérations, and other site hazard protection or equipment necessary to provide adéquate 
public protection. Additional hazard protection may be required by the director. Gates, lighting, site patrol or other 
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measures may aiso be required by the director in order to ensure the security of the mining site and any private access ^B[ 

routes thereto. Fencing height, type, and location and the standards for other hazard protection equipment shall also be ^^ 

subject to the approval of the director. 

(1) Sight Régulations. Provisions shall be made where practical for buffering, berming, and visual screening between 
the opération and an adjacent public street right-of-way, public uses such as schools, parks, golf courses, and other such 
public uses determined to be visually sensitive by the county. Spécial provisions for screening may be required for 
opérations in designated scenic areas or within three hundred feet (300') of a designated scenic corridor. The height and 
type of such screening shall be set by the pennit. 

(m) Slopes and Benches. 

(1) Finished slopes shall conform to the requirements of Section 26A-11-010 (d)(2). In addition, quarries shall 
be subject to the applicable slope standards set forth in Section 26A-1 1-040; terrace mining to those slope standards 
set forth in Section 26A-11-030; instream mining sites to those slope standards set forth in Section 26-11-020 of this 
chapter. 

(2) Temporary slopes steeper than the finished slopes, in areas where finished slopes are to occur, shall be 
constructed and maintained in accordance with the recommendations, as approved by the director, of a geotechnical 
engineer or a civil engineer registered in the state of Califomia or an engineering geologist registered and certified in 
the State of Califomia. Temporary slopes shall not be created or maintained in a manner that will interfère with the 
construction of finished slopes conforming to subsection (m)(l) of this section, and the geotechnical engineer, civil 
engineer or engineering geologist shall make spécifie recommendations for the conservation of such temporary slopes 
to finished slopes. 

(3) Benches shall be provided on any working slope with a vertical élévation in excess of forty feet (400 unless 
otherwise reconomended, as approved by the director, by a geotechnical engineer or civil engineer registered in the state 
of Califomia or an engineering geologist registered and certified in the state of Califomia. No benches are required for 
terrace pit slopes below the minimum water level. The bench interval shall not exceed thirty feet (300 in vertical 
distance. Benched slopes shall not be created or maintained in a manner which will interfère with the constmction of 
final reclaimed slopes. 

(n) Salvage of Topsoil. Where the réclamation plan requires resoiling of finished grade areas or offsite locations, 
topsoil shall be separately removed and stockpiled during the excavation phases for làter use in réclamation. A protective 
ground cover shall be established on topsoil stockpiles to retard érosion and runoff during the winter rainy season. 

(o) Air Quality. Ail opérations shall be conducted in accordance with applicable air pollution control standards as 
amended over time: 

(1) Mining facilities having stationaiy sources of aggregate materials extraction, and/or processing shall comply 
with ail applicable fédéral, state, and local requirements goveming the review, permitting and émission of air quality 
contaminants. Where applicable such compliance shall include, but not be limited to. Fédéral New Source Review 
(NSR), New Source Performance Standards (NSPS), State Air Toxics Control Measures (ACTMs) and any other such 
local reviews and permit requirements as determined necessary by either Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control 
District (NSCAPCD) or the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD). 

(2) Dust Suppression. Ail haul roads, driveways, and activity areas, inciuding equipment, shall be maintained as 
necessary to minimize the émission of dust. Maintenance shall be conducted as necessary to prevent fiigitive dust firom 
becoming a nuisance to adjacent properties. Maintenance procédures may include but are not limited to watering, oiling, 
paving and/or application of other appropriate dust suppressants. 

(p) Cultural Resources. Whenever there is reason to suspect significant archaeological or paieontological sites within 
the area proposed for opérations, an appropriate survey by qualified professionals shall be required. Site spécifie 
protection measures may be required where recommended by a qualified professional after site-specific field smdies. 
The appropriate parties shall be notified if any items of value are identified and the retrieval, review, and préservation 
measures estabhshed by those parties shall be implemented. Ail opérations shall implement the foUowing procédures 
for identifying and protecting items of archaeological, paieontological, and historical value: 

(1) Concurrent review of each use pennit application received by the county for quarry, instream, and terrace 
activities and réclamation plans, shall be undertaken by both the NWIC and the local Native American community 
through the Ya-Ka-Ama Indian Educational Center (Ya-Ka-Ama) which should confer with the most likely descendanL 
Results of this review shall be considered by the county for inclusion as conditions of approval for each use permit 
Recommendations may include, but are not limited to additional archivai research, field reconnaissance or site 

inspection, on-site monitoring, resource significance évaluation, and mitigation plan development and implementation. 
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Disposition of cultural resources identified during fîeld inspection or monitoring shall be detennined by the appropriate 
consultant(s). Ail archaeological and historical consultants will either be certified by the Society of Professiona] 
Archaeologists (SOPA), or will meet the fédéral standards as stated in the Code of Fédéral Régulations (36 C.F.R. 61), 
as determined by the aggregate operator. 

(2) Prior to commencing annual aggregate mining of instream, terrace, and quarry sites where there is a 
possibility of cultural resources being présent as identified through review of each use permit application, a cultural 
resources orientation will be carried out by the operator and shall meet the following minimum criteria: îo acquaint 
project personnel with the nature and importance of cultural resources potentially présent; and, set forth procédures for 
treatment of the resources when they are found. This orientation will include a program developed with input by at least 
one représentative of each of the archaeological. Native American, and historical coraraunities, as appropriate. 
Orientations to acquaint new employées with the identification and treatment procédures, shall occur as determined 
necessary through the concurrent NWIC and Ya-Ka-Ama review. 

(3) Upon the discovery of cultural resources during ground clearing, aggregate extraction, or processing acti vities, 
Company management will be immediately notifîed and will be responsible for immediately notifying the PRMD who 
will notify Ya-Ka-Ama and a qualified archaeologist of the discovery. If the discovery occurs during premining ground 
disturbing activities, then ail work will be immediately haited in the vicinity of the find until a qualified archaeologist 
and a représentative of the Native American community, as provided through Ya-Ka-Ama, hâve been given a reasonable 
opportunity to evalxwte the find and mitigate associated impacts. Discovered cultural resources shall be stored in a 
protected environment at the work site in order to prevent against vandalism, damage, or theft, until such time as they 
are examined by an archaeologist and Native American représentative, as appropriate. Written accounting on any such 
find will be provided by the archaeologist and the Native American représentative and submitted to the County, NWIC, 
Ya-Ka-Ama, and the operator. 

(4) Ail Native American artifacts discovered during aggregate extraction or processing will be tumed over to the 
Native American community through Ya-Ka-Ama which will be responsible for the disposition of thèse materials. 
Arrangements for prior archaeological study of such artifacts, which shall include a written report on study findings, 
will be developed by a qualified archaeologist and Ya-Ka-Ama prior to the final disposition of the discovered materials. 
Thèse arrangements will include time-firames for archaeological study and mechanisms for the retum of the materials 
to Ya-Ka-Ama. 

(5) If human bone, or bone not clearly hot of humàn ôrigin, is found during ground clearing or aggregate 
extraction activities, ail work mxist stop in the vicinity of the find and company management will be immediately 
contacted. Company management will be responsible for contacting the PRMD. The PRMD will be responsible for 
contacting the county coroner and ensuring that the necessary steps for appropriate treatment of any human remains are 
carried out as specified in Section 7050.5 of the Califomia Health and Safety Code. No additional work is to take place 
within the immédiate vicinity of the find until appropriate actions hâve been carried ouL 

(6) After permit approval, ail actions taken to identify, recover, store, process, curate, or reinter archaeological 
materials and human remains, shall be overseen by the PRMD. Ail associated expenses and implementation costs will 
be bom by the aggregate operator or individual permittee. The county will designate one or more PRMD staff contacts 
to deal with thèse situations. Cultural resources include Native American Indian ethnographie and spiritual sites and 
materials; historié archaeological sites and materials; human remains and associated materials; and historié architectural 
features. Impacts to cultural resources can occur at several différent stages of quarry, instream, and terrace mining 
activities, including pre-mining ground clearing, excavation, loading, hauling, piling, screening, crushing, and mixing 
of the aggregate resources. In order to avoid impacts, thèse sensitive resources must first be identified. Through 
negotiations with local archaeologists. Native Americans, and the PRMD, procédures hâve been developed to ensure 
the identification and proper treatment of thèse resources. 

(q) Night lighting shall be located and designed to minimize off-site glare. 

(r) Compliance with Other Agency and Stamtory Requirements. Operators shall obtain any and ail permits and 
approvals required by other agencies having jurisdiction over the mining opérations and provide copies to the county. 
In addition, ail aggregate opérations shall be conducted in a manner consistent with the applicable requirements imposed 
by other Fédéral and State agencies which are charged with enforcing Fédéral and State laws, including but not limited 
to: the Fédéral Endangered Species Act, (FESA), Califomia Endangered Species Act (CESA) and the Fédéral Clean 
Water Act (CWA). 

(s) The owners and operators of aggregate mining opérations and réclamation plans shall be responsible for complying 
with the requirements of the State Surface Mining and Réclamation Act, and the Sonoma County ARM Plan, and ail 
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applicable chapters of this code including, but not limited to, reimbursement of the operator's fair-share of the county 's 
costs for canying out the administration, mitigation, and monitoring activities set forth in the ARM Plan. 

(t) Williamson Act Compliance. Mining extraction and processing opérations and related uses may be conducted on 
contracted Williamson Act parcels only where consistent with the Williamson Act or where the Williamson Act contract 
has been rescinded and replaced with an open space easement or other measures as provided below. In addition, such 
opérations and uses either must hâve established vested rights or légal nonconforming status pursuant to Chapter 26 or 
26A of County Code, or ail of the foUowing applicable fmdings can be made: 

(1) The county détermines either: 

(i) Pursuant to Sections 51238.1 and 51238,2 of the Government Code, that the aggregate mining and/or 
processing opérations are compatible with, or otherwise permissible under, the agricultural, recreational, or open space 
purposes of the Wiliiamson Act contract; or 

(ii) The Williamson Act contract has been properly rescinded and replaced with an open space easement or 
other appropriate measures hâve been taken. 

(2) The proposed réclamation is in compliance with réclamation standards specified in Section 2773 of SMARA 
and Title 14, Division 2, Chapter 8, Subchapter 1, Article 9 of the Califomia Code of Régulations. 

(3) Quarry sites must be reclaimed to an agricultural use as soon as mining has ceased and ancillary uses do not 
continue beyond the mining. 

(4) Instream opérations are limiled to extraction and processing and take place only on lands not suitable for 
agriculture. 

(5) TCTrace mining sites are reclaimed to plant crops within three (3) years after the beginning of mining 
opérations or, prior to the conmaencement of mining, the Williamson Act contract on a terrace mine site is canceled 
or rescinded and replaced with an open space easement pursuant to Government Code Section 51255 or substantially 
équivalent measures, such as an agricultural conservation agreement over other land pursuant to Government Code 
Section 51256. 

(6) The site is rezoned through the "minerai resource" (MR) district 

(u) County Code. AU mining and related opérations shail comply with ail applicable building and health code 
régulations and permit requirements unless such activities are provided a codified exemption and the director or their 
désignée détermines such activities are exempt. 

(v) Wildlife Habitat Impacts. If valuable wildlife habitat would be affected by a mining opération, avoidance, 
replacement or other mitigation wili be required to reduce habitat impacts to a less-than-significant level. (Ord. No. 5165 
§ 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A'09-020. Instream mining standards. 

In addition to the gênerai mining standards set forth in Section 26A-09, the following standards shall be applied to 
instream mining opérations and related processing and stockpiling activities unless superseded by new standards adopted 
by the board of sup)ervisors based on new information and analysis arising from the ongoing instream monitoring 
activities. 

(a) Permit Time-Frames. A mining permit for instream opérations in a designated area shall be granted for a period 
not to exceed ten (10) years, at the end of which time it shall expire; provided, however, that no such permit shall be 
granted for a period of more than fïve (5) years if there hâve been significant violations of operating standards by the 
applicant on the mining site or adjacent mining sites within the past fiive (5) years. Ail mining permits for instream 
opérations in designated areas shall be subject to annual adjustment by the director in the amount of materials which 
can be extracted from the mining site based on data obtained through the monitoring program established by the 
aggregate resources management plan. 

A mining permit for instream opérations in a non-designated area shall be granted for a period not to exceed one (1) 
year, at the end of which time it shall expire; provided however, that no such permit shall be granted which would resuit 
in extraction more than once in three (3) calendar years at any mining site. 

(b) Location of Instream Mining. 

(1) Multiyear instream opérations are allowed only in "designated" portions of the Russian River, Big Sulphur 
Creek, Austin Creek, Sonoma Creek, and the Gualala River as shown in Figures 7-1 through 7-8 of the ARM Plan or 
as later amended. Multiyear instream opérations outside of the referenced designated areas shall only be allowed where 
a vested right has been established pursuant to Article 26A-05 of this chapter. 
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(2) Instream mining may only be authorized in the "nohdesignated" areas of the above streams and rivers only 
if the proposée opération qualifies for an exemption pursuant to Section 26A-05-010 of this chapter or provided that 
the following conditions are met: 

(i) The board has not adopted a moratorium on new peraiits on the subject stretch of river; 

(ii) The location is in zoning district compatible with the "MR" district pursuant to Section 26A-09-010 (a); 

(iii) The permit authorizations are consistent with the time frames restrictions set forth in subsection (a) of 
this section; 

(iv) Adverse environmental impacts are avoided, mitigated or minimized, and 

(v) A finding is made that a significant public benefit will resuit from the proposed extraction- 
Ce) Public Benefit Criteria. For purposes of determining whether a proposed mining opération in a nondesignated area 
has a public benefit, each fmding shail be made on a case-by-case basis by the hearing body after considering the 
enviromnental analysis and public testimony on the mining proposai. Public benefits may relate to flood control, bank 
protection, public water supply, fisheries, récréation, infrastructure, or riparian and aquatic habitat. 

(d) Instream Mining Season. Instream opérations are limited to the period from June Ist to November Ist, unless an 
earlier start date is acceptable to the CDFG as specified in the CDFG permit. 

(e) Setbacks. The following setbacks shall apply to the excavation, stockpiling, and processing and retailing activities 
of instream aggregate opérations. 

(1) Processing opérations, including crushing, washing, screening, stockpiling, mixing and retailing shall be set 
back a minimum of two hundred feet (2000 from the low flow channel and fifteen feet (150 ffom ordinary high water. 
No asphalt or concrète plants are allowed within the ordinary high water area. No new processing opérations shall be 
established within the floodway zone designated by the Fédéral Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for the 
subject river or stream. Stockpiles, processing opérations, and anciliary uses located within the lOO-year floodplain 
between November Ist and June Ist shall be designed and op)erated to prevent on-site and off-site damage from floods. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (e)(l) of this section, limited processing of aggregates may be authorized within 
the permitted or vested instream bar skimming areas on a temporary basis during the instream mining season subject 
to the following restrictions: 

(i) In-channel processing shall be limited to opérations where there is no other available means of processing 
or to opérations conducted for a single project; 

(ii) Ail processing on permitted bar areas shall be limited to screening and stockpiling; 

(iii) Ail equipment is portable or mobile such that it can be completely removed; 

(iv) Screening and incidental stockpiling opérations shall not be conducted within two hundred feet (200^) 
of the primary low-flow channel of any perennial or intermittent stream or fifteen feet (150 froni the ordinary high 
water mark or areas of significant riparian végétation identified for préservation in the permit approval or by the CDFG; 

(v) Screening and incidental temporary stockpiling shall be allowed only during the period when in-channel 
extraction is permitted (June Ist to November Ist of each year unless a earlier start date and/or end date is acceptable 
to the CDFG and specified in the CDFG permit) with ail equipment and stockpiles removed by November Ist of each 
year; 

(vi) The processing equipment shall be screened from résidences and canoeists to the maximum extent feasible 
as determined by the director; 

(vii) Screening and stockpiling activities on bar areas within the approved extraction areas shall be subject 
to director approval each year based upon the previous year' s satisfactory compliance with ail mining régulations and 
ail permit conditions. 

(3) Setback and area restrictions for instream opérations: Ail excavation, loading, and grading activities associated 
with instream mining opérations shall comply with the following: 

(i) Equipment shall not be operated in water except as may be necessary to construct stream crossings subject 
to the requirements of Section 26A-09-020 (i) of this chapter; 

(ii) Skimming opérations shall be set back from the low-flow channel as may be required by site-specific 
conditions of approval, the CDFG, or other regulatory agencies with jurisdiction; 

(iii) To préserve riparian habitat along existing banks or in the stream channel, skimming shall be set back 
from tiie ordinary high water mark thirty feet (300 or 2.5 times the height of the bank, whichever is greater. The edge 
of the setback shall be measured from the top of the bank toward the low- flow channel of the river. In addition, where 
significant stands of riparian végétation hâve been identified by the CDFG within the charmel, skimming and 
excavations activities shall leave such areas undisturbed; 
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(iv) Thèse standard setbacks may be determined on a site by site basis by the director or their désignée, in ^^ft 

consultation with the CDFG; ^^ 

(v) Ail setbacks and pennitted and restricted areas shall be graphically shown on exhibits accompanying each 
instream approval or subséquent adjustments. 

(f) Slope Constraints for Grave! Bar Skimming. 

(1) Instream aggregate extraction will occur through the process of grave] bar skimming. Mining will not be 
allowed below a two percent minimum crosssection slope measured from the water level at the edge of the flowing 
stream. Where two or more distinct channels exist on a site, the maximum two percent grade shall be measured from 
the water level of each channel. 

(2) Where a minimimi low water flow is not maintained in a stream or the stream goes dry in some years, the 
minimum baseline élévation and grades, below which mining is prohibited, shall remain as estabhshed in the original 
mining and/or réclamation plan approval. 

For purposes of estabiishing a minimum baseline and slope on sites where bar skinMning is proposed in a year when 
low water flow is not maintained and the stream goes dry, the minimum levels and grades shall be measured either from 
the water level on July Ist or from one foot above the thalweg. If the operators elect to measure from the water level 
on July Ist, they will be responsible for a survey tieing cross-sections to clearly marked benchmarks or survey controls 
and recording the water level and flow rate. 

(3) Cuts in gravel bars at property lines or the edge of the mining shall be no steeper than two (2) horizontal to 
one (1) vertical in slope. 

(4) Final grades for each bar skimming site shall be graphically shown on exhibits accompanying each instream 
approval and shall serve as the basehne minimum élévation which must be maintained by the bar skimming opération 
and below which no mining activities shall be allowed. 

(5) Instream bar skimming opérations shall not départ from the above slope standards except where authorized 
by vested right réclamation plans or the adopted ARM plan policies as amended over time. 

(g) Subséquent Mining Contingent on Aggradation. After extraction has taken place on a permitted site for the first 
time pursuant to a multiyear permit, extraction in subséquent years shall be limited to prevent permanent lowering of 
the chîumel bed and thalweg. The permit and resource management department, in coordination with the Sonoma County 
water agency, will détermine whether any aggradation or dégradation has taken place since the initial mining based on 
data from the required ongoing instream monitoring activities. 

Where aggradation is clearly shown to hâve occurred above the baseline minimum élévation established pursuant to 
Section 26A-09-020 (f) (4), additional mining will be allowed under the permit to remove only the amount of gravel 
deposited foUowing the previous mining. However, further mining will not be allowed in subséquent years anywhere 
within the ùnmediate mining site if the director detennines, based upon considération of ail available monitoring data, 
that either of the foliowing has occurred: 

(1) There has been signifïcant net river bed dégradation below the base élévation over the site or within four 
hundred feet (400') up or down stream of the site; or 

(2) The channel thalweg measurements show a signifïcant dégradation pattem over a period of two or more years, 
or two or more successive meander wavelengths which cannot be explained by flow levels, channel morphology and 
river fluctuation alone. 

In such cases, mining shall be halted on an intérim basis, to the extent necessary, and shall not reconomence until the 
élévation of ail affected areas of the channel within the pennitted area or four hundred feet (400') up or down stream 
bave recovered and aggradation above the established baseline minimum élévation is évident. The mining plan may be 
modified prior to recommencement as deemed necessaiy by the director in consultation with the water agency and/or 
other qualifled professionals to provide greater assurance that compliance with the baseline minimum élévation and any 
other site-specific performance standards will be attained. Modiflcations may include but not be limited to adjustments 
in the flnal grade slopes, setbacks, permitted areas, and réclamation plan. 

(h) Authorized Activities with the Riparian Setback Zones. 

(1) Separated oversize gravel used for bank armoring shall be placed in a location at or near the ordinaiy high 
water mark of the charmel in a maimer to be specified by the director in consultation with the CDFG. 

(2) Disturbance or removal of végétation above the ordinary high water mark shall not exceed the minimum 
necessary to provide access to the mining site along a road no wider than fifteen feet (15'). 

(i) Instream Crossings. The installation, maintenance and removal of ail stream crossings shall be in compliance with 
the applicable requirements of the Régional Water Quality Control Board and the CDFG. Ail stream crossings shall also 
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comply with the following: 

( 1 ) The installation, maintenance and removal of the stream crossing shall not resuit in the roiling of water in excess 
of the requirements of Article II of Chapter 23 of this code; 

(2) The installation, maintenance, and removal of the stream crossing shall not increase the turbidity of streams and 
rivers beyond accepted standards of the régional water quality control board or other regulatory agencies as amended over 
time; 

(3) The stream crossing shall be such that water flow is not impaired and upstream or downstream passage of fish is 
assured at ail times. Bottoms of temporary culverts shall be piaced at or below stream channel grade. Culverts used for this 
purpose shall hâve no openings smaller than three feet (3') in diameter; 

(4) The stream crossing and ramps shall only be built from material such as naturally occurring courser sands and 
gravels in the area which wili cause little or no siltation; 

(5) The stream crossing shall not be piaced before June 1 st and shall be removed no later than November 1 st of each 
year unless an earlier start date and/or end date is acceptable to the CDFG and specified in the CDFG permit; 

(6) The director shall be notified at least seven (7) days prior to commencement of the placement or removal of in- 
stream crossings; 

(7) On recreational navigable rivers and streams, channel crossings require the use of raised structures so that the 
bridge span is a minimum of four feet (4') above the water line and at least eight feet (8') wide. Ail crossings shall be located 
so they can be readily navigated and to hâve clear upstream approaches and downstream exits to provide safe boating condi- 
tions. Crossings shall be adequately signed upstream to infonn boaters and to identify portage options if necessary. Where 
crossings are required to pass shad, the span shall be at least twenty feet (20') long. 

(j) Rétention of Upstream Portions of Gravel Bars. Except as provided below, instream mining proposais within the 
Russian River shall leave the upstream bar area of each gravel bar unmined and undisturbed. 

(1 ) The county may approve an applicant's proposai to mine ail or a portion of the upstream bar area where a study 
indicates that the requested mining methods and practices would be a superior management approach for a particular site. 
Such a study shall be prepared at the applicant's expense by a qualified county-approved expert, shall be submitted at the 
time of application, and shall include, at a minimum, the following information: 

(i) Assessment of the proposed project site and river channel within one-quarter mile upstream and downstream 
of the site ("assessed areas") as to the présent conditions relative to low-flow channel fonn and stability, flood flow capacity, 
channel dégradation or aggradation, and latéral bank érosion; 

(ii) Identification of ail land uses along the river bànks, including mining activities or opérations, within the 
assessed areas, any érosion to outer banks which has occurred in the last five (5) years, and the potential for future érosion; 

(iii) Végétation types, sizes, and locations within the assessed areas; 

(iv) Fishery habitat characteristics and quality within the assessed areas; 

(v) Recommendations for setbacks, buffers, or other management practices needed to maintain stability of the 
low-flow channel, maintain or increase the existing flood-flow capacity, and minimize latéral bank érosion within the as- 
sessed areas; 

(vi) Comparative analysis of the level of environmental mitigation and benefît which would be achieved if the 
upstream half of each gravel bar on the project site was left intact; 

(vii) To the extent data is available, an analysis of cumulative impacts, if any, arising from the instream mining 
of the upstream half of a gravel bar within the assessed areas, which mining occurred subséquent to the adoption of the 1 994 
ARM plan. 

(k) Russian River Gravel Mitigation Fund. Ail instream opérations shall be required to contribute a fair-share amount to 
the Russian River gravel mitigation fund and/or carry out in-lieu mitigations as set forth in board of supervisor's resolution 
95-0450, adopted Aprii 1 1, 1995 or later amendments. 

(1) Approval by Other Agencies. Ail instream mining opérations shall comply with the applicable review, permit and 
approval requirements of other public agencies with jurisdiction as they may be amended over time. Thèse include, but are 
not limited to, approval of a streambed altération agreement with CDFG, a Section 404 permit from the U.S. Anny Corps of 
Engineers, a Clean Water Act Section 401 certification, waiver and/or Waste Discharge Requirements from the Régional 
Water Quality Control Board. In addition, approval by the State Lands Commission must be obtained for stream crossings on 
sovereign lands and mining on sovereign lands owned by the state. Ail crossings require approval of a county permit accord- 
ing to the requirements of Ordinance 3836R and a streambed altération agreement from CDFG. 
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(m) Groundwater Monitoring. Where multiyear instream pennits are approved or renewed along the Alexander Valley 
Reach, operators shall be required to inonitor groundwater levels as specifled in the ARM plan or by site-specific conditions 
of approval and/or fund the collection and analysis of such data through the Russian River monitoring program. 

(n) Other Streams. The annual amount to be removed from the designated portions of other streams shall be based on the 
natural gravel replenishment rate for the stream. Ail permits issued for mining in other streams shall state minimum absolute 
élévations for extraction as determined by the county in consultation with the Sonoma County water agency. 
(o) Annual Operator Monitoring Requirements. 

( 1 ) Site-Specific Topographie Data. To monitor compliance with the site-specific baseline minimum élévation and 
final slopes, the stability of, or changes to, the stream channel morphology, and monitor the level of aggradation or dégrada- 
tion occurring on a site, ail instream operators shall be required to submit spring and fall topographie cross-section data to 
the county. Cross-sections shall be prepared at a minimum of every four hundred feet (400') over the mining site and four 
hundred feet (400') up and down stream. In addition, annual cross-section data shall: 

(i) Be collected at bridge locations and at public well fields within four hundred feet (400') upstream or down- 
stream of the mining site; 

(ii) Be collected by a licensed surveyor; 
(iii) Be tied into existing survey control network; 
(iv) Be monumented at each end for use in subséquent years; 
(v) Extend fi-om top of bank to top of bank; and 
(vi) Include underwater areas and thalweg shots. 
Spring cross-section survey data shall be collected and submitted prior to July 1 st of each year. Fall survey data shall be 
collected and submitted by the end of the calendar year. Data shall be collected and presented in a format acceptable to the 
Sonoma County water agency by a licensed land surveyor. 

Alternatively, spring cross-section survey requirements may be waived or reduced by the director if comparable site- 
specific topographie data is provided by the Russian River monitoring program administered by the county, and the operator 
pays a fair-share of the monitoring program costs as determined by the county. In addition, the director may exercise such 
discrétion as authorized by the ARM plan or later amendments to increase, reduce, and/or revise the above monitoring re- 
quirements to utilize altemate means of data gathering and compliance vérification and to respond to the changing data needs 
of the monitoring and inspection program. 

(2) Ail instream opérations within the Russian River shall annual ly fund a fair-share, as determined by the county, of 
the Russian River monitoring program administered by the county pursuant to the ARM plan and Section 26A- 13-010 of this 
chapter. 

(3) Additional site-specific monitoring requirements may be required as a condition of a site-specific approval where 
the hearing body finds such additional monitoring requirements warranted in light of the site-specific environmental review. 

(p) Ail aggregate opérations shall be conducted in a manner consistent with the Fédéral Endangered Species Act (FESA) 
and the Califomia Endangered Species Act (CESA). In those instances where an aggregate mining opération conducted in 
compliance with the requirements of this chapter is found to resuit or potentially resuit in "adverse modification" of the 
"critical habitaf area of a species listed as "endangered" or "threatened" pursuant to FESA or CESA, the standards and con- 
ditions set forth in this ordinance, or in permits approved pursuant to it, may be further modified by the director of the permit 
and resource management department to the extent allowed under Secfion 26 A- 1 l-020(h), to assure thatthe mining activities 
are conducted in a manner consistent with any fédéral or state recovery plans or site-specific biological opinions prepared 
pursuant to the above acts and do not resuit in an unauthorized "take" of the species. 

(q) The director has the authority to approved proposed modifications in the standards or conditions of mining methods 
for the mining reach of Austin Creek to allow for implementation of adaptive management approach changes in consultation 
with the resource agencies with the following limitations: 

(1) The change does not expand the area of the project, 

(2) The change does not resuit in a substantial increase in activities or new activities not previously assessed, 

(3) The change does not intensify or raise new environmental impacts not previously addressed in the environmental 
review, and 

(4) The change assists the opérations to better meet any performance criteria or project objective adopted with the 
approval. 

(r) Other Standards. For the mining reach of Austin Creek, the above standards may be modified by the decision-making 
body, only where it is demonstrated to the decision-making body, through site-specific environmental or other évidence, that 
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the proposed mining methods and management practices (1) provide a superior management approach for the site and (2) 
that Project design features and mitigations requirements will avoid adverse impacts or reduce them to a level of insignifi- 
cance, while meeting ail other goais, objectives and standards of the ARM plan. (Ord. 5511 § 2(a), 2004; Ord. No. 5 1 65 § 1 , 
1999.) 

Sec. 26A-09-030. Terrace mining standards. 

In addition to the gênerai mining standards set forth in Section 26A-09-0 1 0, the following standards shall be applied to 
terrace mining opérations. 

(a) Pemiit Time Frames for Terrace Mining Opérations. 

(1) A mining permit for terrace opérations shall be granted for a period not to exceed ten (10) years, at the end of 
which time it shall expire; provided, however, that any such permit initially granted for more than tlve (5) years shall expire 
at the end of five (5) years unless prior thereto the board of supervisors finds that the opération of the réclamation pian is 
successfully retuming the subject property(ies) to productive agriculture, récréation, conservation habitat, or other use as 
specifically described in the approved réclamation plan. 

(2) Ail terrace mining activities shall cease within the ten ( 1 0) year time frame set forth in the 1 994 ARM plan, so 
that final réclamation of the sites can be completed. No pennits shall be issued which authorize mining beyond the ten ( 1 G) 
year time frame. Calculations of the time limits shall be carried out in accordance with the procédures set forth in Section 
7.6. 1 of the ARM plan. The board of supervisors shall hâve jurisdiction to hear and décide ail disputes regardingthe interpré- 
tation of this section and shalJ hâve the authority to adopt such rules as it deems necessary to implement this section. 
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(b) Acreage Restrictions on Tenace Mining. Applications for terrace mining will only be considered for approval if 
they are located within the designated "minerai resource" areas shown in Figure 7-11 of the ARM plan. The total area' 
excavated pursuant to mining pennits approved after adoption of the 1994 ARM plan shall not exceed one hundred 
(100) acres on each side of the Russian River, two hundred (200) acres in total, nor a yearly total of ten (10) acres on 
each side of the river. Acreage not mined during any year may be cairied over and mined in a subséquent year but not 
beyond the end of the ten (10) year period. The above restrictions do not apply to or include mining permits approved 
or vested mining rights recognized by the county prior to adoption of the ARM plan on November 1, 1994. 

For the purposes of applying the acreage limits stated above, the area(s) excavated in any year on any site shall be 
measured at the élévation of the top of groundwater on May Ist of that year and shall consist of the area(s) where the 
mining has removed ail earth materials above that élévation. Required above- water slopes, other mined areas above that 
élévation, and required marsh and shoal areas at or below that élévation shall not be included in the détermination of 
excavated acreage. 

(c) Screening and Setbacks. Visual screening of the terrace pits and mining equipment from public roads and uses 
will be required using shrubs and trees native to the area and berms to the extent feasible. Mining excavation and 
stockpiles of extracted aggregate are to be set back a minimum of fîfty feet (50') from the MR zone boundary, property 
boundary, and public roads. Stockpiles are also to be set back a minimum of three hundred feet (300') from the ordinary 
high water mark of the river. Screening, crushing, and other processing activities are to be set back a minimum of two 
hundred feet (200') from the MR boundary, the property boundary, and public roads and a minimum of three hundred 
feet (300') from the ordinary high water mark of the river. Mining excavation shall be set back four hundred fifty feet 
(450') from the ordinary high water mark of the river. 

(d) Ancillary Uses. With a use permit, tenace opérations may include processing and sales of raw, processed, or 
recycled earth materials and aggregate products, excluding the manufacture and batching of concrète and asphalt 
products. Importation of aggregate materials from approved sites under control of the same operator may be allowed 
with a use permit. No more than ten (10) percent of materials processed or exported from any tenace site in any 
calendar year, except materials to be recycled, shall be imponed from outside the designated tenace mining area. 

(e) Russian River Monitoring Program. Each opération shall annually fund a fair share, as detemiined by the county, 
of the Russian River monitoring program administered by the county pursuant to the ARM plan. 

(f) Tenace Mining Below the Groundwater Table. The development and réclamation of terrace pits which involve 
gravel removal below the top of the groundwater at any time shall confoim to the foUowing standards: 

(1) The maximum area of a new pit shall be limited to twenty (20) acres measured at the premining surface; 

(2) The minimum distance between the edge of any new pit and any other new or existing pit shall not be less 
than four hundred fifty (450) feet, as measured at the pre-mining surface; 

(3) A four hundred fifty foot (450') buffer shall be maintained between new pits and the Russian River. This 
setback shall be measured from the edge of pit excavation on the original ground surface to the ordinary high-water 
mark of the river; 

(4) No deep-pit tenace mining shall take place more than two thousand feet (2,0(X)') from the ordinary high-water 
mark of the river; 

(5) Gravel may be extracted to the fiill depth of the upper gravel deposit, but the blue clay layer or underlying 
strata may not be mined; 

(6) Deep-pit terrace mining shall not take place on opposite sides of the river at any point where mining sites 
are directly across from each other; 

(7) Tenace mining opérations and réclamation plans which do not meet ail of the categorical standards above 
may not be approved unless it is detennined that the proposai would not resuit in a drop in the water table at any point 
on adjacent properties of more than one foot. This detemunation shall be based upon an analysis of potential 
groundwater impacts using the MODFLOW computer model or similar model of equal or better analytical capability. 
The analysis shall assume the worst-case combination of existing and planned pit permeability, water extraction by 
agricultural and municipal wells, and cumulative effects. The four hundred fifty foot (450') setback from the river 
specified in subsection (f)(3) of this section cannot be reduced regardless of the results of MODFLOW analysis. 

(g) Handling of Top Soil. Top soil that is removed from the mining area shall be stockpiled and protected for future 
use. Ail soils shall be used to reclaim mined sites to crop production, enhance crop production on nearby lands, or 
otherwise be used in the surface treatment conducted as part of the approved réclamation plan. Each use permit 
application for tenace mining shall include a soils report and the steps that will be used to remove, store and reuse the 
soils. The application shall also include a full description of how the physical and nutrient properties of the soil will 
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be maintained and protected until it is retumed for productive use. 

(h) Flood Protection and Levées. Stockpiles, processing opérations, and ancillary uses located within the 100-year 
flood plain between November Ist and June Ist shall be designed and operated to prevent on-site and off-site damage 
from floods. A four hundred fifty foot (450') setback is required between new terrace pits and the river to minimize 
the risk of the river channel being diverted into or through the terrace pits in major floods. 

(i) Russian River Gravel Mitigation Fund. Ali terrace opérations shall be required to contribute their fair share to the 
Russian River Gravel Mitigation Fund or carry out in-Iieu mitigations as set forth in board of supervisors Resolution 
95-0450, adopted April 11, 1995, or later amendments. 

(j) Groundwater Monitoring. Each opération shall monitor groundwater levels at each terrace pit site and selected 
monitoring wells in the terrace mining area in the manner and frequency specified in the ARM plan or by site-specific 
conditions of approval and/or fund the collection and analysis of such data through the Russian River monitoring 
program. (Ord. No- 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-09-040. Quarry mining standards. 

In addition to the gênerai mining standards set forth in Section 26A-09-010, the foUowing standards shall be applied 
to quarry mining opérations. 

(a) A mining permit for quairy opérations shall be granted for a period not to exceed twenty (20) years, at the end 
of which time it shall expire; provided, however, that any such permit shall, upon written request to the coimty fîled 
prior to its expiration, be reissued for periods not to exceed twenty (20) years if the permittee can establish to the 
satisfaction of the planning conamission, or on appeal to the board of supervisors, that the use has not been conducted 
in a manner that is: 

(1) Detrimental to the environment beyond impacts anticipated at the time of permit approval; or 

(2) In violation of permit conditions. An application for reissuance shall be processed in the manner provided 
in Section 26A-07-010- 

(b) Visibility. To the extent feasible, quarry sites shall be screened visually from public roads and uses with 
topographie features, berms, shrubs and trees native to the area. 

(c) Slope Stability. The maximum ailowable working slopes of the mine face shall be approved by a certified 
engineering geologist or a registered geotechnical engineer and specifically stated in the use permit. Any variation from 
the slope requirements of section 3502 (b)(3) of the state réclamation guidelines shall be specifically justifïed in the 
réclamation plan. Benches in slopes are required every twenty-five (25) to thirty (30) vertical feet for access and 
drainage control. Working slopes must eventually conform to final reclaimed slopes and topography. Quanies in or near 
fault zones may be required to incoiporate additional geotechnical measures to insure worker and public safety. 

(d) Setbacks. Mining opérations, stockpiles, and processing opérations are to be set back a minimum of twenty-fîve 
feet (250 from the MR zone boundary, the property boundary, and road easements and rights-of-way, whichever is the 
most restrictive. The minimum allowed setback for quarry mining opérations from stream banks and critical habitat areas 
designated in the gênerai plan is one hxmdred feet (1000- A minimum two hundred foot (2000 setback is also required 
from the boundary of any gênerai plan residential land use désignations. Additional setbacks may be required as a resuit 
of site spécifie reviews in order to mitigate environmental impacts and land use conflicts. 

(e) Ancillary Activities. With approval of a use permit, quarry opérations may include the manufacture of concrète 
and asphalt products and the processing and sales of raw, processed or recycled earth materials and aggregate products. 
Importation of such materials may be included as ancillary uses allowed with the use permit Existing quarries may 
import a maximum of twenty-five percent (25%) of the aggregate materials processed or sold in each calendar year 
without obtaining a new use jjermit. This limit does not apply to materials brought to quanies for recycling. 

(f) Water Supply. Ail quarry sites must hâve adéquate water supplies to support the opération. Sites located in 
Sonoma County Water Availability Zones IH and IV will require analysis of the proposed water use, évaluation of the 
adequacy of the water supply, and mitigation of effects on water resources and nearby water users. Quarry operators 
may be required to monitor, survey, or report on depth and grades of excavation, groundwater levels, water use, 
revegetation and other subjects. 

(g) Erosion and Sédiment Control. Drainage plans and facilities must minimize slope érosion and off-site 
sédimentation. 

(h) Use of Explosives. No explosives shall be used except as authorized by the use permit. Blasting activities shall 

be conducted by a qualified licensed blasting professional in compliance with state blasting régulations. Blasting pennits 
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shall be obtained from the Sonoma County sheriff s department. Blasting opérations shall be designed to miniraize 
adverse noise and vibration impacts on offsite residential areas. Permits may be conditioned to require notice to 
immédiate neighbors prier to blasting. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Article XI. Réclamation Standards. 

Sec. 26A-11-010. Réclamation plan requirements. 

(a) Requirement for Réclamation of Mining Sites. Ail areas disturbed by surface mining opérations after January 1, 
1976 shall require the approval, implementation, and completion of a réclamation plan. New mining permits shall not 
be approved until a réclamation plan for the mining site has been approved. 

(b) Findings for Réclamation Plan Approval. Before taking action to approve a réclamation plan the decision-making 
body shall make the following findings: 

(1) The réclamation plan complies with SMARA Sections 2772 and 2773, and any other applicable provisions; 

(2) The réclamation plan complies with applicable requirements of state régulations (CCR Section 3500-3505, 
and Section 3700-3713); 

(3) The réclamation plan will restore the mined lands consistent with the Sonoma County gênerai plan, aggregate 
resources management plan, and any other applicable spécifie plans or resource plans; 

(4) The réclamation plan has been reviewed pursuant to CEQA and the county environmental review guidelines, 
and ail signifîcant adverse impacts from the mining opération and the réclamation activities are mitigated to the 
maximum extent feasible; 

(5) The land and/or resources such as water bodies to be reclaimed will be restored to a condition that is 
compatible with, and blends in with, the surrounding natural environment, topography, and other resources, or that 
suitable off-site development will compensate for related disturbance to resource values; 

(6) Where the décision of Sonoma County decision-making body is at variance with the recommendations and 
objections raised by the State Department of Conservation, findings hâve been adopted to explain the reasons why 
spécifie comments and suggestions were not accepted. 

(c) A réclamation plan shall contain the following: 

(1) The name and address of the operator and the namés aiid addresses of any persons designated by the operator 
as agents for the service of process, and the names and address of the owners of ail surface and minerai interests in the 
subject property; 

(2) The depth, quantity and type of minerais to be mined; 

(3) The proposed dates for the initiation and termination of such opération; 

(4) A description of the gênerai setting of the aiea, including a detailed description of the geology, climate, 
groundwater, drainage, and soil characteristics of the area in which surface mining and/or réclamation is to be 
conducted; 

(5) The location, size and légal description of the lands that will be affected by such opération, a map that 
includes the boundaries and topographie détails of such lands, the location of ail streams, roads, railroads, and utility 
facilities within, or adjacent to, such lands, the location of ail proposed access roads to be constnicted in conducting 
such opération and the location of excavations, mine waste, stockpiling, processing equipment, structures and other 
appurtenances used in or disturbed by the mining opérations; 

(6) A description of and plan for the type of surface mining to be employed and a time schedule that will provide 
for the completion of surface mining on portions of the mined lands so that réclamation can be initiated at the earliest 
possible time on those portions of the mined lands that will not be subject to fiirther disturbance by the surface mining 
opération; 

(7) A description of the proposed use or potential post-mining uses of the land after réclamation and évidence 
that ail owners of a possessory interest in the land hâve been notified of the proposed use or potential uses; 

(8) A description of the manner in which réclamation, adéquate for the proposed use or potential uses will be 
accomplished, including a description of the manner in which contaminants will be controlled, and mining waste will 
be disposed; and a description of the manner in which affected streambed channels and streambanks will be protected 
and/or rehabilitated to a condition minimizing érosion and sédimentation; 

(9) Maps and/or graphie exhibits of the final grades, revegetation plans, cross sections of the mining site, and/or 
other réclamation détails proposed to be implemented; 
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(10) An assessment of the effect of implementation of the réclamation plan on future mining in the area; 

(11) A stateraent that the person submitting the plan accepts responsibility for reclaiming the mined lands in 
accordance with the réclamation plan; 

(12) Preliminary cost estimâtes for each phase and task of the réclamation plan consistent with Section 26 A- 
11-050 ofthis chapter; 

(13) Any other information which the director, planning commission, or board of supervisors may require; 

(14) Proposed criteria for evaluating the compliance or completion of réclamation tasks, such as grading final 
topography, revegetation, and sédiment and érosion control; 

(15) An Intérim Management Plan (IMP). As an optional élément, if intérim idle periods of no mining are 
anticipated, the réclamation plan may also set forth provisions to be employed during any idle period to assure that the 
site is maintained in stable condition and in compliance with SMARA. 

(d) Réclamation Plan Standards. Properties used for surface mining opération shall be reclaimed after the opération 
or an approved phase of the opération has been completed in accordance with the following standards: 

(1) Time Limitation. The initial réclamation tasks shall proceed as soon as practicable and the operator may be 
required to progressively rehabilitate the site as the excavation opération or approved phase is completed. Réclamation 
on instream bar skimming sites shall be completed by each mining season on November Ist, except where spécifie 
authorization to work beyond this date has been granted by the director in consultation with the CDFG; 

(2) Final Reclaimed Slopes, Final reclaimed slopes, abandoned spoil piles, topsoil or overburden stockpiles, and 
the entire mining site shall be graded and smoothed as necessary so as to control érosion, prevent the création of 
potentially dangerous areas, présent a natural appearance, and comply with any minimimi or maximum slope standards 
set forth and required in the réclamation plan approval in order to leave the site in an acceptable condition adaptable 
to the stated post mining land use; 

(3) Resoiling. Mined slopes shall hâve soil added where needed to support the approved type of revegetation. 
Topsoil, overburden, aggregate processing sédiment, and other native earth materials from the site and suirounding area 
shall be used to the maximum extent feasible in this process; 

(4) Revegetation. 

(i) Réclamation of mining sites shall include revegetation of denuded areas in a maimer consistent with the 
intended post-mining use of the site. Revegetation methods shall be appropriate for the topographical, soil, and climatic 
conditions présent at the site and shall incorporate shnibs and trees native to the area. The natural regrowth of riparian 
végétation shall be encouraged on disturbed areas adjacent to streams and water bodies. 

(ii) The revegetation standards contained in the 1992 Revegetation Technical Report available at the permit 
and resource management department will be applied where applicable. Unless site spécifie végétation performance 
standards are established in the réclamation plan approval, revegetation standards shaU be considered met once the 
estabiished plantings hâve been in place at least five (5) years, are capable of self-regeneration, and hâve met the 
quantified measurements for a period of two (2) years without human intervention such as watering, weeding, fertilizing, 
replanting, etc.; 

(5) Grading, BackfîUing and Cleanup. Réclamation plans shall make provisions to ensure that the mining site is 
left in a final condition after opérations are complète, that is: 

(i) Safe with stable waste piles, eut slopes, fill slopes and with the élimination of steep-sided pits and holes, 

(ii) Free of derelict machinery, waste materials, mining waste and scrap, 

(iii) Revegetated where necessary for soil stabilization, 

(iv) Free of drainage problems, 

(v) No toxic substance shall be used as fill material, 

(vi) Coordinated with présent and potential future land use, topography and the gênerai environment of 
surrounding property, 

(vii) The person responsible for réclamation shall practice effective mosquito control measures, and 

(viii) Access routes not intended for public use in the réclamation plan shall be secured so that adjacent 
property owners are not imnecessarily subjected to trespass or vandalism; 

(6) Drainage, Erosion and Sédiment Control. 

(i) Grading pians shall be designed and carried out to minimize érosion, provide for drainage to natural 
outlets or interior basins designed for water storage, and to eliminate potholes and similar catchments that could serve 
as breeding areas for mosquitoes, sites of fîsh entrapment, or threats to public safety. 

(ii) Silt basins which will store water during periods of surface ninoff shall be equipped with sédiment control 
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and removal facilities and protected spillways designed to minimize érosion when such basins hâve outlet to lower ground. 

(iii) Sédiments accumulated in any détention basin, pond, or other facility shall be periodically removed. Such 
removal shall take place at least once within fourteen (14) days of and no later than November Ist of each year. 

(iv) Final grading and drainage shall be designed in a manner to prevent discharge of sédiment above natural 
levels existent prior to mining opérations. 

(v) Upon réclamation, no condition shall remain which will or could lead to the dégradation of water quality 
below applicable standards of the régional water quality control board or any other agency with authority over water quality. 

(vi) Measures undertaken for slope protection, érosion and sédiment control, shall conform to the requirements 
of Sections, 26A-09-010 (d), (e) and (g). 

(vii) Overburden, waste mud, silt, and other sédiments generated by the mining opération shall be stored in such 
a manner that allows their recovery for use in réclamation. 

(viii) Levées and other bank protection measures shall conform to the standards of the Sonoma County water 
agency consistent with the requirements of Section 26A-090-010(g). Plans for the maintenance of such measures or struc- 
tures shall be included in the réclamation plan; 

(7) Financial Assurances. AU mining operators and owners responsible for the réclamation of mined lands shall 
submit effective financial assurances to the county to ensure the completion of approved réclamation activities as set forth in 
Section 26A-1 1-050. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-1 1-020. Réclamation of instream mining sites. 

In addition to the standards set forth in Section 26A-] 1-010, réclamation of instream mining sites shall comply with the 
following: 

(a) After mining has been completed, ail bars shall be revegetated through natural reseeding and regrowth processes with 
native plants in the area. Réclamation plans for instream opérations shall describe where and how plantings using shrubs and 
trees native to the area will supplément the natural revegetation process along banks, on haul roads, and in processing areas; 

(b) The streambed above the low flow channel shall be graded in such a manner that no pools or dépressions exist where 
fish entrapment might occur. Grading opérations shall be completed at the conclusion of each year's extraction; 

(c) Oversize gravel separated during extraction and/or processing opérations may be placed in or near the ordinary high 
water mark of the channel, along the bank, or over the surface of the graded bar to provide additional armoring in a manner 
to be specified by PRMD in consultation with the CDFG. Particiilar attention shall be given to areas where access routes 
traverse the ordinary high water mark; 

(d) Extraction, grading, screening and placement of oversize gravel and ail other activities associated with instream min- 
ing opérations shall be concluded and equipment removed from the mining site no later than November Ist of each year. 
Stream crossing used in mining opérations shall be removed no later than November 1 st each year except where earlier start 
date or end date is acceptable to the CDFG and is specified in the CDFG permit; 

(e) Where processing opérations other than the screening of oversize gravel take place within two hundred feet (200') of 
the banks of any navigable stream as defined by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, provisions shall be made in the réclama- 
tion plan for visual screening between such opérations and the stream channel; 

(f) At the conclusion of skimming activities each season, the affected bars shall be left in a condition free of equipment, 
stock piles, coarse blade or equipment marks and shall exhibit a slope and élévation which is no less than the approved 
slopes and minimum baseline élévations approved for the site. Subexcavation below approved slopes or élévations and/or 
back filling with other material to achieve minimum baseline élévations is prohibited; 

(g) Notwithstanding the above, any bank restoration, stream restoration and enhancement or revegetation tasks included 
in the site-specific réclamation approvals shall be executed and completed in a manner consistent with the terms and re- 
quirements of the approval. 

(h) The director has the authority to approve proposed modifications to the standards or conditions of mining methods 
for the mining reach of Austin Creek to al low for implementation of adaptive management approach changes in consultation 
with the resource agencies with the following limitations: 

(1 ) The change does not expand the area of the project, 

(2) The change does not resuit in a substantial increase in activities or new activities not previously assessed, 

(3) The change does not intensif/ or raise new enviromnental impacts not previously addressed in the environmental 
review, and 
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(4) The change assists the opérations to better meet any performance criteria or project objective adopted with the 
approval. 

(1) Other Standards. Notwithstanding the preceding instream réclamation requirements, for the mining reach of Austin 
Creek the standards may be modified or waived by the decision-mai<er only where it is demonstrated through suppiementai 
site-specific environmentai or other évidence that the proposed réclamation methods provide a superior management ap- 
proach for the site and that project mitigations and design features will avoid adverse impacts or reduce them to a level of 
insignificance, while leaving the site suitable for the intended post-mining bénéficiai uses as defîned by an approved récla- 
mation plan. (Ord. No. 551 1 § 2(b), 2004; Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26 A-1 1 -030. Réclamation of terrace pits. 

In addition to the standards set forth in Section 26A-1 1-010, réclamation of terrace pits shall comply with the following 
standards: 

(a) Maximum Benefit. Réclamation plans submitted to the county shall provide the maximum public benefit consistent 
with the approved post-mining use and the highest feasible level of production, value, or effectiveness relative to the pro- 
posed post-mining land use; 

(b) Revision of Infeasible Plans. Where an approved réclamation plan is found to be infeasible by the county, a revised 
plan must be approved before any mining résumes on the site, and the originally approved financial assurances shall be 
maintained until the revised réclamation plan and new financial assurances are submitted and accepted; 

(c) The operator shall submit an annual progress report on ail activities related to the implementation of the réclamation 
plan. The progress report shall be due at the same time as the annual production reports required in Section 26A-09-0 1 0(h); 

(d) Filling of Pits. Where a terrace pit is to be reclaimed to a land-based use, i.e., agriculture, by refilling a pit with proc- 
essing sédiments or fill from off-site sources, the following standards shall apply: 

(1) The fill material shall not resuit in contamination of the groundwater based on fédéral and state drinking water 
quality standards, 

(2) The fill opération shall be approved by the RWQCB, 

(3) Environmentai reviewshall be conducted of the removal, transport, storage, and déposition of off-site earth ma- 
terials used for refill, 

(4) No significant impact will occur to the levels of nearby groundwater and wells based upon use of the MOD- 
FLOW computer model or similar model of equal or better analytical capability, 

(5) Ponding of surface water shall not occur after periods of flooding. 

For purposes of the above, minor filling of pits in order to provide shoals, marsh, and flat wooded thickets for habitat pur- 
poses, as required elsewhere in this chapter, shall not be subject to subsecfions (d)(4) and (d)(5) of this section. 

(e) Unfilled Pits. Unless the approved post-mining use provides otherwise, réclamation of the any terrace pit which does 
not call for refilling the pit but will leave the pit as an open water body, the following standards shall apply: 

(1) The potential for levée failure and/or diversion of the river channel into the pit shall be minimized, 

(2) No pollution or contamination of groundwater quality shall occur based upon fédéral and State drinking water 
standards, 

(3) No significant impact shall occur to the levels of nearby groundwater and wells based upon use of the MOD- 
FLOW computer model or sùnilar model of equal or better analytical capability, 

(4) Sédimentation from érosion of adjacent slopes shall be minimized, 

(5) Human uses of a reclaimed pit shall be minimized in and adjacent to wildlife areas such as marsh and riparian 
habitat, 

(6) Pit slopes below the water level shall be no steeper than one (1) horizontal to one (1) vertical, 

(7) Dikes, levées, ditches, sédiment basins, or other earth structures shall be graded such that side slopes are no 
steeper than two (2) horizontal to one (I) vertical, 

(8) Mapping and Profiling of Pits. Terrace opérations shall provide to the county topographie mapping of, and pro- 
files through, the bottom topography of terrace pits in the manner and frequency specified in the ARM plan or by site- 
specific condifions of approval and/or fund the collection and analysis of such data through the Russian River monitoring 
program; 
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(f) Post-Mining Land Uses. Réclamation plans shall seek to restore the pre-mining use of the land on the terrace mined 
site. However, teirace mined sites may be reclaimed to altemate land uses which provide a public benefït including, but not 
limited to: wildlife habitat, agriculture, récréation, public water supply, aquaculture, and wastewater storage; 

(g) Completion. Réclamation plans for terrace mining sites shall be designed to complète réclamation activities concur- 
rently with the mining activities to the maximum extent feasible. Grading of final slopes and placement of soil shall take 
place at the end of the mining season in areas where mining is complète. Planting of végétation and other activities in the 
approved réclamation plan shall be completed within one (1) year of the cessation of mining; 

(h) Wildlife Habitat. Where réclamation to wildlife habitat is proposed, the réclamation plan shall set forth the spécifie 
types of habitat, describe how revegetation will take place, and présent the other methods that will be utilized to enhance 
terrestrial and aquatic habitat. The margins and slopes of the pit shall be graded and contoured pursuant to the following 
standards unless the habitat restoration plan présents évidence that a différent configuration is needed to achieve a desired 
habitat condition and the change is approved by the county following consultation with CDFG or unless it is not feasible to 
grade an existing pit in the required manner. 

(1) Areas above groundwater should be graded to a slope of no steeper than three (3) horizontal to one (I) vertical 
except that areas along the margin of the pit équivalent to at least ten percent (10%) of the open water area 
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should be graded flat to allow cottonwood and willow thickets to fomi on the land and/or freshwater marsh to fonn in 
the water. Thèse zones should be firom fîve (5) feet below to five (5) feet above early spring water level and should 
occupy ail corners and coves of the water surface. 

(2) An additional area offshore équivalent to at least ten percent (10%) of the open water area should be five (50 
to fifteen feet (150 below early spring water level and hâve some surface irregularity and changes in depth. Gravel 
shoals should be developed in thèse areas to create additional fish spawning habitat. The flat marsh/wooded thicket areas 
along the pit margin should drop abruptly to a depth of five feet (50 or more. Along other portions of the pit margin 
not adjacent to marsh and thicket areas, the underwater surface shall drop to five feet (50 or more within fifteen feet 
(150 of the shore. The aquatic environment shall provide proper food, cover, température, oxygen and other conditions 
for successful fishery habitat. 

(3) Ail plantings of shrubs and trees should consist of native stock derived from areas along the Russian River 
in Sonoma County, preferably from within five (5) miles of the area to be reclaimed. Réclamation plans shall specify 
the native species to be used in the restoration plan. The revegetation program shall account for the fluctuation of the 
groundwater table in the grading of the site and the sélection and location of plant materials. The revegetation 
performance standards shall be considered met once the estabhshed plantings hâve been in place at least five (5) years 
and are capable of self régénération and hâve met the quantified measurements for a period of two (2) years without 
human intervention such as watering, weeding, f^tilizing, replanting, etc. 

(4) Ali grading and site préparation shall be timed to allow revegetation to be completed during the optimal 
planting season. The habitat restoration plan shall contain spécifie measures to incorporate the available topsoil from 
the site into the design as needed for végétation survival. Ail slopes, benches, and berms shall be graded to the final 
slopes set forth in the habitat restoration plan with no more than one (1) foot variation in relief. Slopes below the water 
level will meet the minimum standards set forth in the State Réclamation Guidelines. 

(5) The habitat restoration plan shall contain provisions to control érosion of slopes and sédimentation of the pit. 
It shall address how drainage from adjacent areas will be controUed and how ail slopes will be benched, terraced, or 
otherwise protected. There shall be no gully wash or rill érosion allowed on graded slopes. Ail planting areas previously 
packed down by mining equipment or vehicles shall be ripped and scarifïed prior to resoiling or replanting; 

(i) Agricultuial Uses. Where terrace mining sites are to be reclaimed to agriculture, top soil removed during 
excavation shall be saved and stockpiled for redistribution over the proposed crop areas in a manner which seeks to 
enhance crop productivity. The réclamation plan shall consider faaors affecting the viability of agricultural opérations 
such as: climatic conditions, water supply, site drainage, ground water élévations, soil type, and spécifie crop 
requirements. Each réclamation plan proposing agricultural réclamation shall include a business plan and analysis of 
économie feasibility, which contains the criteria for determining the successful completion of the réclamation effort. 
Déterminations regarding final réclamation shall be dépendent upon the written approval of the Sonoma County 
agricultural commissioner; 

(j) Récréation Facilities. Where terrace pits cannot be reclaimed to the pre-mining use, réclamation to a condition 
adaptable to recreatiônal uses shall be considered a viable alternative land use where the proposed recreational uses are 
either permitted by the area zoning or are otherwise déterminée to be feasible and désirable by the Sonoma County 
régional parks department. Where récréation is proposed as a post-mining land use, the operator shall enter in a 
mémorandum of understanding and/or written agreement with the county setting forth the responsibilities of each party. 
The director's détermination regarding the completion of the réclamation plan shall be dépendent upon the written 
approval of the Sonoma County régional parks department; 

(k) Water Supply. Réclamation plans must consider and avoid impacts on wells in the area by adhering to the 
groundwater protection standards set forth in Section 7.6.2 of the ARM plan related to maximum pit area, the minimum 
pit séparation, and the maximum allowable change in groundwater élévations as deteimined using the MODFLOW 
computer simulation analysis. If additional mitigation is required, an additional setback between the pit and the wells 
or transfer of ownership or control of the pit to the owner of the wells after mining may be required. Impacts on 
groundwater and/or agriculture may be partially offset by providing an additional water source or storage réservoir for 
nearby users and water Systems and/or transfer the post-mining ownership of the site to the owners of those properties 
or to an irrigation district or other independent entity. Before the approval of any terrace réclamation plan which 
proposes such a transfer of ownership or any off-site use of the water in the pit by parties other than the mining 
operator and site owner, ail affected parties must agrée in writing to the légal arrangements and water quality protection 
proposed in the réclamation plan; 

(1) Aquaculture. Réclamation to aquaculture shall only be permitted where it is: 

26A-25 (Reviscd 2-00) 



§ 26A-1 1-030 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26A- 1 1-050 

(1) Consistent with ARM plan policies, 

(2) Compatible with the surrounding reclaimed and existing land uses, and 

(3) Clearly demonstrated to be technically and economically feasible. Project design shall control surface drainage 
and groundwater flow into and out of the pits, including flood overflow from the river, to protect the aquaculture 
opération, water quality, natural existing fisheries, and adjacent properties. The réclamation plan must include a complète 
description of the related processing, storage, transportation, and other land-based features of the aquaculture opération 
and any nonaquacultural uses proposed. Réclamation will be deemed completed when the aquaculture opération has been 
fully of>erational for two (2) years; 

(m) Wastewater Storage. Reclaimed terrace mining sites may not be used for storage or disposai of effluent from 
public sewage treatment Systems unless the board of supervisors finds that it is an existing condition recognized by the 
ARM plan, or that the proposed wastewater storage is the enviromnentally superior alternative being considered, will 
meet applicable water quality standards enforced by the Régional Water Quality Control Board, and will avoid 
significant impacts on nearby groundwater and surface water. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-11-040. Réclamation of quarries. 

In addition to the standards set forth in Section 26A- 11-010, réclamation of quarries shall comply with the following 
standards: 

(a) Post-Mining Uses. Post-mining uses of quarry sites shall be consistent with the zoning and the gênerai plan 
désignation applied to the site. A use pennit and réclamation plan may allow importation, processing, recycling, and 
sale of aggregate materials to continue as post-mining land uses. However, where the quarry site is located on lands 
imder Williamson Act contract and the Williamson Act allows the quarry, the réclamation plan must provide for 
réclamation of the site to agricultural use; 

(b) Slopes. The grades of final reclaimed slopes shall be no steeper than one and one-half (1 1/2) horizontal to one 
(1) vertical unless a steeper angle of repose is recommended as safe and self-supporting by a registered geotechnical 
engineer or civil engineer qualifîed in the field of soils engineering and soil mechanics. When benched slopes are 
proposed, the entire slope shall be no steeper than one and one-half (1 1/2) horizontal to one (1) vertical from the top 
of the eut to the base of the slope and no bench shall be greater in width than one-half (1/2) of the bench interval. 
Where slopes are foimed by fill, the maximum slope shall not exceed 2:1 ratio unless an engineering analysis indicates 
that a steeper slope would be stable. 

A geotechnical analysis by a certified engineering geologist or registered geotechnical engineer, based on the 
requirements set forth in the State Réclamation GuideHnes, is required to demonstrate the long-term stability of ail final 
slopes and the slope configuration needed to ensure the safety and revegetation appropriate to the end use of the mined 
land. As the slopes are eut, periodic inspections shall be undertaken to observe the rock material exposed and adjust 
the final réclamation contours as needed; 

(c) Revegetation. Quarry sites shall be reclaimed and revegetated with planting grass mixtures approved by the Soil 
Conservation Service and with shrubs and trees native to the area. Mining activities shall be planned so that réclamation 
is an ongoing activity, thus shortening the duration of habitat loss. Slopes and benches shall be regraded and hâve soil 
added as necessary to the surface to restore pre-existing conditions as much as possible. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-11-050. Financial assurance requirements. 

(a) In order to assure the county that each mining site for which a réclamation plan has been approved will actually 
be reclaimed in substantial accordance with the county approved réclamation plan, each operator must submit a fmancial 
assurance to the county in the manner and form set forth in this section. Financial assurances shall be made payable 
to: **the County of Sonoma, or the C^fomia Department of Conservation." The mine operator shall maintain the 
financial assurance throughout the life of the mining opération, idle periods, and extended monitoring periods until the 
réclamation is determined to be complète by the pOTcnit and resource management department. The operator shaD submit 
proof of a new, renewed, or existing financial assurance to the covmty PRMD and the State Department of Conservation 
annually; 

(b) Upon applying for réclamation plan approval, the applicant shall submit a preliminary cost estimate of the 
proposed réclamation costs to PRMD which may be used to establish the amount of the required financial assurance. 
The PRMD shall forward a copy of the cost estimate and documentation to the Department of Conservation for a forty- 
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five (45) day review and comment period to review the adequacy of the financial assurance amount. If the amount is 
found to be inadéquate, the state shall identify the deficiencies in writing to the applicant, and the county. If the amount 
is found to be adéquate, the county shall consider the above estimate, and set forth the amount of the fmancial assurance 
to be required in the conditions of approval for the réclamation plan. The operator shall not commence mining until such 
time that a fmancial assurance mechanism is submitted to, and has been approved in writing by the director; 

(c) The cost estimate may be prepared by the mine operator, a licensed engineer, or other professional experienced 
in the réclamation of mined lands. The cost estimate shall itemize ail of the various physical tasks or activities required 
to implement the réclamation plan and indicate the projected costs the county would incur if it were to carry out the 
work via a third party contract. The estimate shall describe the tasks in commonly accepted units and indicate the cost- 
per-unit used to arrive at the total cost. The estimate shall include the costs associated with equipment use, labor, and 
materials. The cost of wages shall be based on prevailing wage rate provided by the Califomia Department of Industrial 
Relations. The estimate shall also include an amount to cover contingency costs ten percent (10%) and administrative 
costs; 

(d) The amount of the financial assurance shall be reviewed annually by the director and, if necessary, may be 
adjusted to reflect changes in: 

(1) The cost of réclamation (as reflected in the Construction Cost Index or other generally used indices), 

(2) Lands reclaimed in the previous year, or 

(3) New lands to be disturbed in the next year. 

Adjustments or changes in the financial assurance must be reviewed and approved by the State in the same manner 
as new financial assurances. Financial assurances shall be released or redeemed as set forth by SMARA; 

(e) In order to comply with the financial assurance requirements set forth in this section, an operator may choose one 
of the foUowing types of mechanisms or instruments: 

(1) Certificates of deposit, 

(2) Surety bonds, 

(3) Irrévocable letters of crédit, 

(4) Trust funds, 

(5) Other financial assurance mechanisms specified by the State Mining and Geology Board; 

(f) The term of the financial assurance may be for the life of the mining opération or a shorter period of time which 
is renewed as needed, provided that the time period is not léss than one year. Ail financial assurance mechanisms shall 
provide one hundred twenty (120) days notice to the director and the Department of Conservation prior to cancellation; 

(g) After notice and hearing conducted in accordance with applicable law, the county or the Department of 
Conservation may pursue rédemption of the financial assurance moneys if: 

(1) The final réclamation does not meet the performance standards, 

(2) Satisfactory progress is not made towards completing the réclamation in a timely manner, or 

(3) The applicant is financially incapable of carrying out the réclamation. (Qrd. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-11-060. Intérim management pians. 

(a) Intermittent Opération. Whenever surface mining opérations are conducted on an intermittent basis, with one (1) 
or more years between operating periods, the operator shall submit an intérim management plan (IMP) for review and 
approval by the director and shall implement the intérim management measures set forth in the IMP during the period 
the mine is inactive. The IMP shall set forth intérim management measures to be carried out to assure compliance with 
ail permit and site conditions and maintain the site in a stable condition, taking into considération public health and 
safety, the protection of adjacent properties, and environmental resources. 

(b) Opérations with an IMP. If an opération subject to intermittent shut-downs of one year or more has an intérim 
management plan (IMP) approved for the site, the operator shall notiiy the director of his intention to close down 
opérations at least thirty (30) days prior to such action. The director shall inspect the site to verify compliance with the 
requirements of the IMP and require the operator to take any appropriate actions to assure compliance. Operators sfaall 
also notify the director at least thirty (30) days before starting up inoperative mining opérations to détermine if ail 
requirements for permit commencement are satisfied. 

(1) During the period of inactivity, operator shall continue to be responsible for annual reports, financial 
assurances, and site spécifie monitoring and administration costs as though the opération were active unless otherwise 
modified through the idle mine's IMP. Réclamation need not be conraienced during the time that the opération is in 
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idie status as long as the IMP is being implemented. The county shall continue to conduct annual inspections at idle 
mines. 

(2) The IMP may remain in effect for a period not to exceed five years, at which time the director may 
administratively renew the IMP for another period not to exceed five years, or require the surface mining operator to 
commence réclamation in accordance with its approved réclamation plan. 

(c) Opérations without an IMP: Where an intérim management plan (IMP) has not previously been approved for a 
mining site, the operator shall submit to the director a proposed intérim management plan (IMP) within ninety (90) days 
of a surface mining opération becoming idle. The proposed IMP shall fiilly comply with the requirements of SMARA, 
and shall be administratively processed and approved by the director as an amendment to the réclamation plan. IMP' s 
shall not be considered a project for the purposes of environmental review under the Califomia Environmentaî Quality 
Act. 

(1) Upon receipt of a complète proposed IMP, the director shall forward the IMP tp the State Department of 
Conservation for review. The IMP shall be submitted to the State Department of Conservation at least thirty (30) days 
prior to approval by the director. 

(2) Within sixty (60) days of receipt of the proposed IMP, or a longer period mutually agreed upon by the 
director and the operator, the director shall review and approve, conditionally approve, or deny the proposed IMP in 
accordance with this chapter. If denied, The operator shall hâve thirty (30) days, or a longer period mutually agreed 
upon by the operator and the director, to submit a revised IMP. The director shall approve or deny the revised IMP 
within sixty (60) days of receipt. If the IMP is still denied, the operator may appeal that action to the planning 
commission, pursuant to Section 26A-07-020 (b) of this chapter. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Article Xlil. Monitoring and Inspection. 

Sec. 26A-1 3-010. Monitoring program. 

The Sonoma County permit and resource management department (PRMD) and qualified personnel under their 
direction and supervision shall be responsible for monitoring surface mining opérations in the county and their effects 
on the environmenL The scope of monitoring activities shall include mitigation monitoring, compliance inspections, data 
collection, and analysis, enforcement actions and related administration activities required by SMARA, the ARM plan, 
or the board of supervisors. The costs of the monitoring and inspection shall be paid by mining operators pursuant to 
Section 26A-09-010 (u). 

(a) Intent. The intent of monitoring activities shall be conducted to: 

(1) Provide data on aggregate supply and demand which can be considered when making policy and permit 
décisions related to aggregate resources; 

(2) Assure that permit requirements and regulatory standards and procédures are adhered to; and 

(3) Monitor the effect of surface mining activities on river systenïs, groundwater aquifers, biotic resources, trafîîc, 
etc., so that any environmental impacts are recognized and the ARM plan's mitigation standards and the site-specific 
mitigation requirements can be evaluated and revised if necessary. 

(b) Production reports and data on individual opérations submitted pursuant to Section 26A-09-010 (h) will be 
considered and handled as proprietary, confidential information consistent with the handiing, storage, and disclosure 
guidelines formally adopted by the board of supervisors pursuant to Section 26-17-010 of this chapter. 

(c) Monitoring Compliance with Permit and Réclamation Requirements. Compliance with opération standards, permit 
conditions, and approved réclamation plans will be monitored during announced and/or unannounced site inspections 
of each mining opération by the PRMD staff or qualified professionals under the direction of PRMD. Bach active quarry 
opération will be inspected at least once every ninety (90) days during the mining season. Each active instream and 
terrace opération will be inspected at least once every sixty (60) days during the mining season. PRMD records the 
findings of an annual inspection at each site on a state approved inspection fonn which and shall forward a copy of the 
inspection report form to the operator and State Department of Conservation. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-1 3-020. Minerai resource protection. 

(a) Minerai resource areas that hâve been classified by the State Department of Conservation's Division of Mines 

and Geology, designated by the State Mining and Geology Board, or designated in the Sonoma County ARM plan, as 
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well as existing surface mining opérations that remain in compliance with the provisions of this chapter, shall be 
protected from intrusion by incompatible land uses that may impede or preclude minerai extraction or processing, to 
the extent possible for consistency with the Sonoma County gênerai pian. 

(b) In accordance with PRC Section 2762, the ARM plan will be updated to reflect minerai information (classification 
and/or désignation reports) within twelve (12) months of receipt from the State Mining and Geology Board of such 
information. Land use décisions within Sonoma County's unincorporated areas will be guided by information provided 
on the location of identified minerai resources of régional significance. Conservation and potential development of 
identifîed minerai resource areas will be considered and encouraged. Recordation on property titles of the présence of 
important minerai resources within the identified minerai resource areas may be encouraged as a condition of approval 
of any development project in the impacted area. Prior to appjroving a use that would otherwise be incompatible with 
minerai resource protection, conditions of approval may be applied to encroaching development projects to minimize 
potential conflicts. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Sec. 26A-1 3-030. Enforcement. 

(a) As set forth in Section 26A- 13-010, the director shall monitor surface mining opérations for compliance with their 
permit and/or réclamation plan requirements and county and state operating standards and reporting requirements. 
Whenever the director becomes aware that responsible parties are not complying with thèse requirements or conditions 
of approval, staff shall notify the responsible parties. 

(b) Where compliance has not been secured within thirty (30) days following notice, or such altemate time frame as 
is deemed reasonable, the director, or the appropriate county décision making body, shall foUow the procédures set forth 
in Public Resources Code, Sections 2774.1 and 2774,2 conceraing violations and penalties and/or the procédures 
established in Chapter 1 and/or Chapter 26 of this code for revocation or modification of use permits, abatement of 
nuisances, and issuing stop-work orders, and/or assessing penalties for violations. In addition, the director or the 
appropriate county decision-making body may, in his, her, or its discrétion, seek any civil remédies or penalties available 
under law, which are necessary or appropriate under the circumstances. Ail such costs incuired by the county in 
obtaining compliance through the above measures shall be recorded and billed to the owner or operator as appropriate. 

(c) PRMD may arrange for correction of deficiencies by a third party and charge the total costs of such correction 
to the responsible parties and/or their fînanciîQ assurances. Ùpon making a finding of public danger or emergency or 
serions threat to life and property, the director shall require the operator to stop work until such conditions no longer 
exist. The amount of fines imposed for noncompliance should reflect the amounts of aggregate and profit gained from 
the violation and/or the signifrcance of the related enAÔronmental impacts. 

(d) The imposition of a penalty for any violation of this chapter shall not excuse the violation or permit it to continue; 
ail such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such violation within a reasonable time; and when not otherwise 
sf)ecified in any notice of violation, each day or portion thereof during which such violation is committed or permitted 
shall constitute a separate violation. 

(e) Expenses. The director shall keep a record of al! necessary expenses in carrying out any such project or activity, 
including a reasonable charge for the services performed by the county personnel and equipment and for any material 
used thereof. 

(f) Liability. The director shall notify the operator and his surety by order stating the amount of necessary expansé 
incurred in correcting the deficiencies and a notice that the amount is due and payable to the county by the operator 
and the surety. If the amount specified in the order is not paid within thirty (30) days after receipt of the notice, the 
county may bring an action in a court of comï)etent jurisdiction to collect the amount. The surety shall be liable to the 
county to the extent of the bond. Any additional amount owed to the county shall be recovered by claim against the 
operator or the property owner and shall be a lien on the land upon which opérations are being conducted. 

(g) Revocation. In addition to other liability and remédies provided by law, failure to commence action to rectify 
deficiencies within thirty (30) days after notification by the director or failure to complète réclamation satisfactorily and 
timely on any segment of the permit area in conformance with the réclamation plan therefore shall constitute sufficient 
grounds for revocation of a permit and refusai to issue another permit to the delinquent operator until such deficiencies 
are corrected. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 
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Article XV. Responsibilîty. 

Sec. 26A-1 5-010. Responsibilîty. 

(a) Responsibilîty. The permittee, operator, property owner, their authorized agents, or any other person in control 
of the opération, individually or coliectively, shall be responsibie for the observation and compliance with ail the 
provisions of this chapter. Such responsibilîty shall include the correction of any unsafe condition and the construction 
and maintenance of ail fences and other protective devices required by the approved permit and/or réclamation pian. 
(Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Article XVII. Public Record. 

Sec. 26A-1 7-010. Public record. 

(a) Identification of Proprietary Information. Réclamation plans, reports, appUcations and other documents submitted 
pursuant to this chapter are public records unless it can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the county that the release 
of such information, or part thereof, would reveal production, reserves or rate of depletion or other financial information 
entitied to protection as proprietary information. The county shall identify such proprietary information as a separate 
part of each application. 

(b) Protection of Proprietary Information. Any information identified as "proprietary" in subsection (a) of this section 
shall be treated consistent with the handiing, storage, and disclosure guidelines set forth in board Resolution #96-1361, 
adopted October 8, 1996, or as may be amended by later board actions. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 

Article XIX. Fées and Charges. 

Sec. 26A-1 9-010. Fées and charges. 

(a) Fées. The board of supervisors by resolution shall establish a schedule of fées and charges following the 
procédures required by law to recover the reasonable costs of providing services, enforcing régulations, processing of 
mining permits and réclamation plans, inspection of mining opérations and for modification of any mining pennits or 
réclamation plans. 

Processing fées shall be paid by applicants at the time of filing for a permit or plan approval. Annual monitoring, 
mitigation, administration, and inspection charges shall be paid by aggregale operators by the due date of such billings 
issued by the county. (Ord. No. 5165 § 1, 1999.) 
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CHAPTER 26C 

COASTAL ZONING RESOURCE DISTRICTS 

Article I. In General. 

§ 26C-1 Purpose of cliapter. 

§ 26C-2 Composition ofzoning ordinance. 

§ 26C-3 Numeiical références and headings. 

§ 26C-4 Zoning permits relative to the gênerai plan and coastal plan. 

§ 26C-5 Applicability of chapter to govemmental units. 

§ 26C-6 Acquisition of open space interests relative to gênerai plan conformity. 

§ 26C-7 Base districts enumerated. 

§ 26C-8 Combining districts enumerated. 

§ 26C-9 Establishment of districts generally. 

§ 26C-10 Interprétation of district boundaries. 

§ 26C-1 1 Officiai zoning database. 

§26C-12 Définitions. 

Article II. LIA — Land Intensive Agriculture District. 

§ 26C-20 Purpose. 

§ 26C-2 1 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

§ 26C-22 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-23 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article III. LEA — Land Extensive Agriculture District. 

§ 26C-30 Purpose. 

§ 26C-3 1 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control. 

§ 26C-3 1 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-32 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article IV. DA — Diverse Agriculture District. 

§ 26C-40A Purpose. 

§ 26C-41 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

§ 26C-41 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-42 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article V. RRD — Resources and Rural Development. 

§ 26C-50A Purpose. 

§ 26C-5 1 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-52 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article VI. RRDWA — Resources and Rural Development (Agricultural Préserve) District. 

§ 26C-60A Purpose. 

§ 26C-60 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 
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§ 26C-61 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-62 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article VII. TP — Timberland Production District. 

§ 26C-70A Purpose. 

§ 26C-70 Permitted uses subject to site development and érosion controi standards. 

§ 26C-71 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-72 Zone change to timber production zone (TPZ). 

§ 26C-73 Division of timber production zone. 

§ 26C-74 Bulle and parking standards. 

Article VIII. AR — Agriculture and Residential District. 

§26C-80A . Purpose. 

§ 26C-80 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion controi standards. 

§ 26C-8 1 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-82 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article IX. RR— Rural Residential District. 

§26C-90A Purpose. 

§ 26C-90 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion controi standards. 

§ 26C-9 1 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-92 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article X. R1— Low Density Residential District. 

§26C-100A Purpose. 

§ 26C-100 Permitted uses subject to site development and érosion controi standards. 

§ 26C-101 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C- 1 02 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article XI. R2 — Médium Density Residential District. 

§26C-110A Purpose. 

§ 26C-1 10 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion controi standards. 

§ 26C-1 1 1 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-1 12 Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

Article XII. PC — Planned Community District. 

§26C-120A Purpose. 

§26C-120 Application. 

§ 26C- 1 2 1 Preliminary development plan. 

§ 26C-122 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion controi standards. 

§ 26C-123 Uses permitted with précise development plan (précise development plan is synonymous with "use permit"). 

§ 26C- 1 24 Précise development plan. 

§ 26C-125 Residential density, building intensity and development criteria. 
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Article XIII. CS— Rural Services District. 

§ 26C-130A Purpose. 

§ 26C-1 30 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

§ 26C- 1 3 1 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C- 1 32 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article XIV. CT— Commercial Tourist District 

§ 26C-140A Purpose. 

§ 26C-140 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

§ 26C- 1 4 1 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C- 1 42 Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

Article XV. C2 — Community Commercial District 

§ 26C-150A Purpose. 

§ 26C-150 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

§ 26C- 151 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C- 1 52 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article XVI. AS — ^Agricultural Services District. 

§ 26C-160A Purpose. 

§ 26C-160 Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

§ 26C-161 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-162 Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

Article XVII. CF — Commercial Fishing District 

§ 26C-170A Purpose. 

§ 26C-170 Permitted uses subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

§ 26C- 171 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C- 1 72 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article XVIII. PF— Public Facilities District 

§ 26C-180A Purpose. 

§ 26C-180 Applicability as a combining district. 

§ 26C- 1 8 1 Applicability as a base district 

§ 26C- 1 82 Permitted uses. 

§ 26C- 1 83 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C- 1 84 Building intensity and development criteria. 

Article XIX. S— Study District. 

§ 26C-190A Purpose. 

§ 26C-190 Permitted uses. 

§ 26C- 1 9 1 Uses requiring a use permit. 
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Article XX. FI — Floodway Combining District. 

§ 26C-200A Purpose 

§ 26C-200 Location, boundaries. 

§ 26C-201 Uses within floodway. 

§ 26C-202 Development standards for floodways. 

Article XXI. F2 — Floodpiain Combining District. 

§ 26C-210A Purpose. 

§ 26C-2 1 Lxjcation, boundaries. 

§ 26C-2 1 1 Uses within floodpiain. 

§ 26C-212 Development standards for floodplains. 

Article XXII. SR — Scenic Resources Combining District 



§ 26C-220A 
§ 26C.220 
§ 26C-221 
§ 26C-222 



Purpose. 

Development criteria. 
Scenic landscape units. 
Scenic corridors. 



Article XXIII. BR — Biotic Resource Combining District. 



§ 26C-230A 
§ 26C-230 
§ 26C-231 
§ 26C-232 



Purpose. 

Development criteria. 
Critical habitat area 
Riparian corridors. 



Article XXIV. HD — Historic Combining District 

§ 26C-240A Purpose. 

§ 26C-240 Désignation of historic structures and historic districts. 

§ 26C-241 Altérations of designated historic structures and new construction within a historic district. 

§ 26C-242 Standards goveming décisions of county landmarks commission. 

§ 26C-243 Appeal to planning commission and/or board of supervisors. 

Article XXV. G — Géologie Hazard Area Combining District 



§ 26C-250A 
§ 26C-250 
§26C-251 
§ 26C-252 



Purpose. 

Location, boundaries. 
Permitted uses. 
Géologie reports required. 



Article XXVI. MR — Minerai Resource Combining District 

§ 26C-260A Purpose. 

§ 26C-260 Permitted uses, subject to site development & érosion control standards. 

§ 26C-261 Uses requiring a use permit. 

§ 26C-262 Permitted résidentiel density and development criteria. 
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Article XXVII. Z — Second Unit Exclusion Combining District. 

ij 26C-27()A Purpose. 

§ 26C-27() Pennitled uses. 

Article XXVIII. B— Combining Districts. 

§ 26C-280A Purpose. 
§ 26C-280 Generally. 

Article XXIX. Design Review. 

§ 26C-290 Purpose. 

§ 26C-290 Preliminary development plan requirements. 

§ 26C-291 Final development plans. 

§ 26C-292 General development standards. 

§ 26C-293 Approval of building permits, zoning permits, and land use — Status of approved preliminary and tlnal development plan(s), 

and improvement agreements. 

§ 26C-294 Design review requirement. 

Article XXX. Sign Régulations. 

§ 26C-300 Purpose. 

§ 26C-300 General sign provisions. 

§ 26C-30I Définitions. 

§ 26C-302 Permitted signs. 

Article XXXI. Parking Régulations. 

§ 26C-3 10 Required parking. 

Article XXXII. General Use and Bulk Exceptions; Building Lines. 

§ 26C-320 General use provisions and exceptions. 

§ 26C-321 General lot area and width régulations and exemptions. 

§ 26C-322 General height régulations and exceptions. 

§ 26C-323 General yard régulations and exceptions. 

§ 26C-324 Building Unes. 

§ 26C-:325.I Second dwelling units. 

§ 26C-325.2 Recycling collection and processing facilities. 

§ 26C-325.3 Large family day care. 

§ 26C-325.4 Manufactured homes placed on pennanent foundations. 

§ 26C-325.5 Mobile home park standards. 

§ 26C-325.6 Low water use landscaping. 

§ 26C-325.7 Télécommunications facilities. 

§ 26C-325.8 Small vvind energy Systems. 

§ 26C-326 Affordable housing; requirements for long-temi affordability and design and construction. 

§ 26C-326. 1 Affordable housing; density bonus. 

§ 26C-326.2 Affordable housing; housing opportunity areas. 

§ 26C-326.3 Affordable housing; déferrai of payment of development fées. 

§ 26C-327 Minor timberland conversions. 
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§ 26C-327.5 Conformance. 

§ 26C-328 Limitations on lot line adjiistments. 

Article XXXIII. Administrative and Public Hearing Procédures. 

§ 26C-33() Zoning pemiit — When required. 

§26C-330.1 Same — Issuance. 

§ 26C-330.2 Coastal permits. 

§ 26C-33 1 Hearings — Appeals of administrative décisions — Questions on permitted uses. 

§ 26C-33 1 . 1 Same— Notice. 

§ 26C-331.2 Concun-ent processing of reiated applications. 

§ 26C-332 Use pemiits — Issuance generally. 

§ 26C-332.1 Same — Findings of the board of zoning adjustments — Conditions. 

§ 26C-332.2 Mobile home park conversion, closure, or cessation of use. 

§ 26C-333 Variances generally. 

§ 26C-334 When décision of board of zoning adjustments to be final. 

§ 26C-335 Revocation generally. 

§ 26C-335.1 Revocation for failure to use or for abandonment of use. 

§ 26C-335.2 Revocation — ^Notice. 

§ 26C-335.3 Permit conditions as violations of this chapter. 

§ 26C-335.5 Original jurisdiction. 

§ 26C-336 Appeals. 

§ 26C-336.1 Direct review. 

§ 26C-336.2 Simultaneous appeal and direct review. 

§ 26C-337 Application for coastal pennits, zoning permits, use permits, variances, appeals, etc. 

§ 26C-3.37.1 Fées for zoning permits, use permits, variances, appeals, design review, etc. 

§ 26C-338 Enforcement of chapter. 

§ 26C-338. 1 Compliance with chapter generally. 

§ 26C-338.2 Permits and licenses to conform to chapter. 

§ 26C-338.3 Structure or use contrary to chapter — Prohibited — Declared public nuisance, abatement generally. 

§ 26C-338.4 Same — Abatement of outdoor advertising structures, signs, etc. 

§ 26C-338.5 Repealed by Ordinance No. 4909. . 

§ 26C-338.6 Remédies to be cumulative. 

§ 26C-338.7 Penalty for violation of chapter — Continuing violations. 

§ 26C-339 Tolling of development timelines. 

Article XXXIV. Coastal Permit Régulations. 

§ 26C-340A Purpose. 

§ 26C-340 Application. 

§ 26C-340.1 Exemptions and categorical exclusions. 

§ 26C-340.2 Action on coastal permit. 

§ 26C-341 Standards for application review. 

§ 26C-34 1 . 1 Administrative coastal permit. 

§ 26C-34 1 .2 Emergency coastal permit. 

§ 26C-343 Public hearing and comment. 

§ 26C-344 Notice. 

§ 26C-345 Conditions. 

§ 26C-346 Findings. 

§ 26C-347 Appeals. 

§ 26C-348 Expiration of permits. 

§ 26C-349 Permit amendment. 
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Article XXXV. Nonconforming Uses. 

§ 26C-35() Continuance. 

i} 26C-35 1 Reconstruction. 
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§ 26C-352 Temiination of Use. 

§ 26C-353 Repairs and maintenance. 

§ 26C-354 Waiver oFcovered parking. 

§ 26C-355 Construction beginning prior to elTective date ol'ordinance. 

§ 26C-356 Nonconibrming uses created by change in districts. 

§ 26C-357 Outdoor advertising structures, signs, etc. 

Article XXXVI. Amendments. 

§ 26C-360 Procédure generally: methods ofinitiating. 

§ 26C-361 Public hearing: zoning, intérim zoning. 

§ 26C-362 Action by planning commission. 

§ 26C-363 Action by board of supervisors: abandonment or withdrawal of amendatory proceedings. 

Article XXXVII. Development Fées. 

§ 26C-370A Purpose. 

§ 26C-370 Purpose of countywide traffic development fee. 

§ 26C-371 Countywide development fee impact area. 

§ 26C-372 Findings and déterminations of the board of supervisors. 

§ 26C-373 Amount of roadway improvemenl fund. 

§ 26C-374 Alternative method and compliance with other laws. 

§ 26C-375 Projects exempt from fee requirements. 

§ 26C-376 Annual adjustment and review of fées. 

§ 26C-377 Timing of fee payments. 

§ 26C-378 Developer construction of oversized facilities. 

§ 26C-379 Fee adjustments. 

Article XXXVIII. Site Development and Erosion Controi Standards. 

§ 26C-380A Purpose. 

§ 26C-380 Application. 

§ 26C-381 Exceptions. 

§ 26C-382 Site development standards. 

§ 26C-383 Erosion controi. 

Article XXXIX. Requests for Reasonable Accommodations under the Pair Housing Acts. 

§ 26C-390 Purpose. 

§ 26C-391 Applicability. 

§ 26C-392 Application requirements. 

§ 26C-393 Review authority and procédure. 

§ 26C-394 Findings and décision. 

§ 26C-395 Appeal of détermination. 
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Article I. In General. 

Sec. 26C-1 . Purpose of chapter. 

This chapter is adopted to promote and protect the public health, safety, peace, comfort, convenience, and gênerai welfare. It 
is aiso adopted for the following specified purposes: 

(a) To ensure that the Coastal Act of ] 976 (Division 20 of the Public Resources Code) is implemented in accordance 
with the coastal program of Sonoma County. 

(b) To provide for the orderly and bénéficiai land use of the coastal zone of Sonoma County. 

(c) To protect the character and social and économie stability of agricultural, residential, commercial, industrial, and 
other communities within the coastal zone of Sonoma County. 

(d) To protect the public safety and welfare by regulating the location and uses of ail structures and land. 

(e) To protect and conserve the scenic, recreational and natural resource characteristics of the county. 

(f) To provide for the orderly and timely processing of development projects as anticipated by the Califomia Permit 
Streamlining Act. Development projects do not include rezonings, plan amendments or other applications accompanied by a 
request for a rezoning or plan amendment. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § l, 200 1 ) 



Sec. 26C-2. Composition of zoning ordinance. 



(a) The coastal zoning ordinance hereby establishes the CC combining district pursuant to the Coastal Act of 1 976. Ail 
lands within the coastal zone are hereby and shall be zoned CC, in combination with the applicable zoning districts below. 
Rezonings do not become effective until certified by the coastal commission. AU development in the coastal zone shall be 
subject to the requirements of this ordinance and the coastal administrative manual. 

(b) The coastal zoning ordinance also establishes various districts within the coastal zone of the county and désignâtes 
lawful permitted uses, and uses which may be approved through the use pennit process. Within thèse districts (1) it shall be 
unlawful to erect, construct, alter or maintain certain buildings or to carry on certain trades or occupations or to conduct cer- 
tain uses of land or buildings, (2) the height and bulk of future buildings shall be limited, and (3) certain open areas shall be 
required around future buildings. The various districts also consist of appropriate régulations to be enforced in such district, 
ail as set forth in this chapter. 

(c) Principal permitted uses: 

The coastal act requires définition of principal pennitted uses which clearly carry out the intent and purpose of each zon- 
ing district utilized in the coastal zone. Any development that is not designated as a principal pennitted use is appealable to 
the coastal commission. 

Principal pennitted uses are those uses listed under the heading "Uses permitted subject to site development and érosion 
control standards" within each zoning district., with the following exceptions: 

LIA Land Intensive Agriculture: Sec. 26C-20(c) 

LEA Land Extensive Agriculture: Sec. 26C-30(c) 

DA Divers Agriculture: Sec. 26C-40(c) 

RRD ResQvirces and Rural Development: Sec. 26C-50(c) 

RRDWA Resources and Rural Development (Ag Préserve): Sec. 26C-60(c) 

TP Timber Production: Sec. 26C-70(c) 

AR Agriculture and Residential: Sec. 26C-80(c) 

RR Rural Residential: Sec. 26C-90(d), (e) 

R] Low Density Residential: Sec. 26C-100(c) 

R2 Médium Density Residential: Sec. 26C-110(c), (d) 

Notwithstanding the above, additional dwellings beyond one single-family dwelling on parcels zoned LIA, LEA, DA, 
RRD, RRDWA, and TP, AR, RR, RI , and R2 are not considered to be principal pennitted uses. 

(d) In conformance with the open space and public safety éléments of the gênerai plan, the county of Sonoma déclares 
that the following articles of this chapter constitute its open space zoning pursuant to Government Code Section 65910: 
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Article XX 


FI Floodway Combining District 


Article XXI 


F2 Floodplain Combining District 


Article XXVII 


B Districts 


Article XXIV 


HD Historié Combining District 


Article XXII 


SR Scenic Resource Combining District 


Article XXIII 


BR Biotic Resource Combining District 


Article XXV 


G Géologie Hazard Combining District 



(Ord. No. 5318§ 1,2001.) 



Sec. 26C-3. 



Numerical références and headings. 



The director of the permit and resource management department or his or her désignée, without foUowing the procédures 
necessary to amend the provisions of this chapter, may periodically renumber or reletter the sections of this chapter so long 
as no text changes are made. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 



Sec. 26C-4. 



Zoning permits relative to the gênerai plan and coastal plan. 



No ministerial or discretionary pennit, such as, but not limited to, rezonings, use permits, variances, building or zoning 
permits for any use in any district, shall be issued if said rezoning or permit is inconsistent with the Sonoma County General 
Plan, or the coastal plan, except that issuance of a pennit for a second dwelling unit pursuant to Section 26C-325.1 is exempt 
from gênerai plan and coastal plan density restrictions. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 



Sec. 26C-5. 



Applicability of chapter to governmental units. 



Provisions of this chapter shall apply to cities, spécial districts, the county of Sonoma, and state or fédéral govemments or 
any agency of such governmental units, to the extent legally permissible. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 



Sec. 26C-6. 



Acquisition of open space interests relative to gênerai plan conformity. 



Prior to the public acquisition of open space interests in real property located in the unincorporated area by the Sonoma 
County Agricultural Préservation and open space district, the board of directors of the open space authority shall make the 
gênerai plan conformity reports required by Government Code Section 65402. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 



Sec. 26C-7. 



Base districts enumerated. 



The districts established by this chapter are as follows: 



RR Districts 


Rural Residential Districts 


RI Districts 


Low Density Residential Districts 


R2 Districts 


Médium Density Residential Districts 


C2 Districts 


Community Commercial Districts 


PC Districts 


Planned Community Districts 


PF Districts 


Public Facilities Districts 


TP Districts 


Timberland Production Zone Districts 


LIA Districts 


Land Intensive Agriculture Districts 


LEA Districts 


Land Extensive Agriculture Districts 


DA Districts 


Diverse Agriculture Districts 


RRD Districts 


Resources and Rural Development Districts 


RRDWA Districts 


Resources and Rural Development (Agricultural Préserve) Districts 


AR Districts 


Agriculture and Residential Districts 


AS Districts 


Agricultural Services Districts 
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es Districts 


Rural Services Districts 


CT Districts 


Commercial Tourist Districts 


CF Districts 


Commercial Fishing Districts 



(Ord. No. 5318 § 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-8. Combining districts enumerated. 

In addition to the districts enumerated above, the following combining districts are established as set forth in this chapter: 



FI 


Floodway Combining District 


F2 


Floodplain Combining District 


J 


Manufactured Home Exclusion Combining District 


SR 


Scenic Resource Combining District 


BR 


Biotic Resource Combining District 


HD 


Historié Combining District 


G 


Géologie Hazard Combining District 


MR 


Minerai Resource Combining District 


Z 


Second Unit Exclusion Combining District 


B 


B Combining District 



(Ord. No. 5318 § 1,2001.) 



Sec. 26C-9. 



Establishment of districts generally. 



The districts indicated in Section 26C-7 and 26C-8 are hereby established or may be established by progressive amend- 
ments to this chapter. The désignations, locations, and boundaries thereof are set forth and indicated in the officiai zoning 
database. Such database, and ail notations, références, data, and other information shown therein are hereby made apart of 
this chapter by the progressive amendment thereto. (Ord. No. 5740 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 



Sec. 26C-10. 



Interprétation of district boundaries. 



Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of any of the districts, the board of supervisors, upon written application or 
upon its own motion, shall détermine the boundaries of such district. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 



Sec. 26C-11. 



Officiai zoning database. 



The officiai zoning database shall consist of an electronic database which shall contain zoning data for properties under 
provisions of Section 26C-9, and shall be available at the Sonoma County permit and resource management department. 
(Ord. No. 5740 § 1, 2007: Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 



Sec. 26C-12. 



Définitions. 



For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall hâve the meanings respectively ascribed to them 
by this section: 

"Accessory use" means a use of land or a building that is related to and subordinate to the primary use of the land or 
building located on the same lot. 

"Adult entertainment establishmenf means an adult entertainment establishment is any place of business at which one or 
more of the following activities is conducted: 
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(a) Adult bookstore: An establishment that dévotes more than fïfty percent (50%) of the total display, shcif, rack, table, 
stand or floor area utilized for the display of books and periodicals to the display and sale of the following: 

( 1 ) Books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, or photographs, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, 
slides, tapes, records or other forms of visual or audio représentations which are characterized by an emphasis upon the de- 
piction or description of "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas"; or 
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(2) Instruments, devices or paraphemaiia which are désignée for use in connection with "specified sexual 

activities." 

An adult bookstore does not include an establishment that sells books or periodicals as an incidental or accessory part of its 
principal stock-in-trade and does not dévote more than fifty (50%) percent of the total floor area of the establishment to the 
sale of books and periodicals. 

(b) Adult motion picture theater. An establishment, whether open or closed, where, for any form of considération, 
films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or similar photographie reproductions are shown, and in which a substantial 
portion of the total présentation time is devoted to the showing of material which is distinguished or characterized by an 
emphasis upon the depiction or description of "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas" for observation by 
patrons. A "substantial portion of the total présentation time" shall mean the présentation of activities described above for 
viewing for more than fifty percent (50%) of the operating trnie. 

(c) Adult motion picture arcade. Any place to which the public is permitted or invited wherein coin or slug-operated 
or electronically, electrically or mechanically controlled still or motion picture machines, projectors, or other image- 
producing devices are maintained to show images, in which a substantial portion of the total présentation time of the images 
so displayed are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis for depicting or describing "specified sexual activities" or 
"specified anatomical areas." A "substantial portion of the total présentation time" shall mean the présentation of activities 
described above for viewing on more than fifty percent (50%) of the operating time. 

(d) Adult cabaret. A nightclub, bar, restaurant or similar establishment which during a substantial portion of the total 
présentation time features live performances which are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on "specified sexual 
activities" or by exposure of "specified anatomical areas" and/or feature films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or 
other photographie reproductions which are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis upon the depiction or description 
of "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas" for observation by patrons. A "substantial portion of the total 
présentation time" shall mean the présentation of activities described above for viewing for more than fifty percent (50%) of 
the operating time. 

(e) Adult theater. A theater, concert hall, auditorium or similar establishment either indoor or outdoor in nature, 
which, for any form of considération, regularly features live performances, a substantial portion of the total présentation time 
of which are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on "specified sexual activities" or by exposure of "specified 
anatomical areas" for observation by patrons. A "substantial portion of the total présentation time" shall mean the 
présentation of activities described above for viewing for more than fifty percent (50%) of the operating time. 

(f) Massage establishment. 

(1) An establishment where, for any form of considération, massage, alcohol rub, fomentation, electric or magnetic 
treatment, or similar treatment or manipulation of the human body is administered, unless such treatment or manipulation is 
administered by a médical practitioner, chiropractor, acupuncturist, physical therapist or similar professional person licensed 
by the state of Califomia. This définition does not include an athletic club, health club, school, gymnasium, reducing salon, 
spa or similar establishment where massage or similar manipulation of the humîm body is offered as an incidental or 
accessory service. 

(2) A massage establishment which provides only specialized massage services and is operated in accordance with 
the following provisions shall not be considered an adult entertainment establishment. The applicant shall submit proof of 
proficiency in the specialized field of practice. Proficiency may be established by proof of actual practice in the field of 
specialization for a period of three years or completion of a course of instruction in the specialized field of practice at a 
school authorized to provide such instruction by the state of Califomia. The period of practice shall be attested to, in writing, 
by no less than three persons who meet the educational qualifications described in this paragraph or are members of a 
professional organization which is incorporated in the state of Califomia which fosters or promotes the specialized field of 
practice. 

(g) Other businesses. Any business not otherwise herein defined or identified which involves "specified sexual 
activities" or display of "specified anatomical areas". 

"Affordable housing project" means a project which is granted a density bonus or increase, or other concession or 
incentive in exchange for the provision of affordable housing. 

"Affordable ownership housing" means home ownership housing which costs not more than thirty percent (30%) of the 
maximum income as established by the U.S. Department of Housmg and Urban Development for very low, lower, and 
moderate income households, adjusted for household size; assuming that household size will equal the number of bedrooms 
contained in the unit, plus one. 
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"Affordable rental housing" means rental housing which costs not more than thiity percent (30%) of sixty percent (60%) 
of médian area income as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for a lower 
income household, adjusted for household size, and, not more than thirty percent (30%) of fifty percent (50%) of HUD 
médian area income for a very-low income household, adjusted for household size; assuming that the household size will 
equal the number of bedrooms contained in the unit, plus one (1). 

"Aggrieved person" means any person who, in person or through a représentative, appeared at a public hearing or by 
other appropriate means prior to action on a coastal permit informed the county of his concems about an application for such 
permit, or, who for good cause was unable to do either, and who objects to the action taken on such permit and wishes to 
appeai such action to a higher authority. 

"Agricultural cultivation" means the act of preparing the soil for the raising of agricultural crops. 

"Agricultural lands" means land designated in the gênerai plan within an agricultural land use category. 

"Agricultural processing" means the act of changing an agricultural product from its natural state to a différent form, as 
grapes to wine, apples to juice or sauce, etc. 

"Agricultural production" means production of food, fiber and plant materials, including, but not limited to, growing, 
harvesting, crop storage, and milking, etc., but not including agricultural support services, processing and visitor-servmg 
uses. 

"Agricultural service use" means the providing of services that directly support agricultural uses on the same property or 
on neighboring agricultural lands such as spraying, pruning or harvesting. 

"Agricultural support service" means processing services, maintenance and repair of farm machinery and equipment, 
veterinary clinics, custom farming services, agricultural waste handling and disposai services, and other similar services. 

"AUey" means any public thoroughfare which affords only a secondary means of access to abutting property. 

"Antenna" means the transmitting and/or receiving device, including wires, rods, dises, or similar devices, that transmits 
or receives electromagnetic signais. 

"Antenna, vertical" means a vertical type antenna with no horizontal components other than a small radial élément at its 
base. 

"Apartment buildings" means any structure containing more than two dwelling units. 

"Arboreal value" means a mathematical évaluation of the arboreal component of a site for the purposes of establishing a 
plan for tree préservation. 

"Attached commercial télécommunication faciiity" means a conmiercial télécommunication antenna which is affixed, 
fastened, or joined to a résidence, business, or similar structure, other than another télécommunication faciiity, and which 
does not include a tower. 

"Automobile court or motel" means a group of two or more detached or semi-detached buildings containing guest rooms 
or apartments with automobile storage space servûig such rooms or apartments provided in connection therein which group 
is designed and used primarily for the accommodation of transient automobile travelers. 

"Automobile wrecking yard." See "Junk yard." 

"Bed and breakfast inn" means a bed and breakfast inn is any building or portion thereof containing no more than five (5) 
guest rooms used, let or hired out for occupancy of one (1) or more guests. No restaurant is permitted. Food service is 
limited to breakfast served to ovemight inn guests only. 

"Biotic resources" means unique or significant plant or animal conmiunities including estuaries, fresh and sait water 
marshes, tideland resources, riparian corridors, and certain terrestrial communities as set forth in the gênerai plan. 

"Boarding house" means a dwelling other than a guest ranch, iim, hôtel, residential community care or resocialization 
faciiity as herein defined, where lodging and meals for three (3) or more unrelated persons are provided for compensation. 

"Building." See "Structure." 

"Building, accessory" means a subordinate building, the use of which is incidental to that of the main building on the 
same lot or building site. Unless provided herein to the contrary, accessory buildings shall not be constructed in advance of 
main permitted buildings. 

"Building envelope" means a defined location or locations on a lot. 

"Building, main" means a building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot or building site on which it is 
situated. 

"Building site area" means an area of land which may be smaller than a recorded lot or parcel occupied or to be occupied 
by a main building and its accessory buildings, or by a dwelling group and its accessory buildings, together with such open 
areas as are required by the terms of this chapter. 



(Revised6-02) 26C-12 



§26C-12 COASTAL ZONING §26C-12 



"Business area" means property contiguous to a highway that (a) upon one side of which highway, for a distance of six 
hundred feet (600'), fifty percent (50%) or more of the contiguous property fronting thereon is occupied by a permanent 
business use, or (b) upon both sides of which highway, collectively, for a distance of three hundred feet (300'), fifty percent 
(50%) or more of the contiguous property fronting thereon is so occupied. A business area may be longer than the distances 
specified in this section if the above ratio of land in use for business to the length of the highway exists. 

"Business, retail" means the retaii sale of any article, substance, or commodity for profit or livelihood, conducted within a 
building, but not including the sale of lumber or other building materials or the sale of used or secondhand goods or materi- 
als of any kind, with the exception of antique stores. 

"Business, wholesale" means the wholesale handiing of any article, substance or commodity for profit or livelihood, but 
not including the handiing of lumber or other building materials or the open storage or sale of any material or commodity 
and not including the processing or manufacture of any product or substance. 

"Camp car" means a vehicle defined as a camp car under the provisions of Division XIII, Part 2, of the state health and 
safety code. 

"Campground" means land or premises which are used or intended to be used, let or rented for occupancy by campers. 

"Carport" means an accessible and usable covered space not less than ten feet (10') by twenty feet (20') open on two (2) 
or more sides for the storage of automobiles. Such structure shall be located on the lot so as to meet ail the requirements of 
this chapter for accessory buildings, or if made as part of the main building it shall meet ail the requirements of this chapter 
for the main building. 

"Certified arborisf means any person who has a current certificate from the International Society of Arboriculture. 

"Childcare facility" means a facility which provides non-medical care to children under eighteen ( 1 8) years of âge in need 
of Personal services, etc. on less than a twenty-four (24) hour basis. Child day care facility includes day care center and fam- 
ily day care homes. 

"Change of use" means the replacement of an existing use by a new use, or a change in the nature of an existing use, but 
not including a change of ownership, tenancy, or management where the previous nature of the use, line of business or other 
function is substantially unchanged. 

"Coastal commission" means the Califomia Coastal Commission. 

"Coastal permif means a letter or certificate issued by the county of Sonoma in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter, approving a project in the CC combining district as being in conformance with the coastal program. A Coastal Per- 
mit includes ail application materials, plans and conditions on which the approval is based. 

"Coastal plan" means the Sonoma County Coastal Plan certified by the Califomia Coastal Commission on December 2, 
1980, and as may be subsequently amended. 

"Coastal program" means the county' s land use plans, zoning ordinances, zoning maps and implementing actions certified 
by the coastai commission as meeting the requirements of the Califomia Coastal Act of 1976. 

"Coastal zone" means the portion of the coast, as established by the Coastal Act of 1976 and as officially mapped by the 
coastal commission, and as it may subsequently be amended, which lies within the county of Sonoma. 

"Co-located télécommunication facility" means a télécommunication facility which is comprised of a single tower con- 
taining a combination of antennas owned or operated by more than one public or private entity. 

"Combining districts" means a district whose régulations may supplément any other district except another combining 
district; for example, RR combined with SR (RR SR) adds the requirements of the scenic resource combining district. 

"Condominium" means an estate in real property consisting of an undivided interest in common in a portion of a parcel of 
real property, together with a separate interest in space in a residential, commercial, or industrial building on such property 
(See Civil Code Section 783.) A condominium may also include a separate interest in other parts of the real property. For 
purposes of this chapter, and to the extent reasonably feasible, the term condominium apartment building and a stock coop- 
érative, as each are defined by Sections 1 103-4 of the business and professions code. The création of two or more condo- 
miniums may be termed a condominium project. 

"Condominium conversion" means the subdivision of real property containing an apartment building or buildings or 
dwelling group into a condominium project, a planned unit development project, a community apartment project, or a stock 
coopérative project. 

"Contractor's yard" means any land and/or building(s) used primarily for the storage of equipment, vehicles, machinery, 
whether new or used, and for building materials, paints, pipe, or electrical components, any of which is used by the owner or 
occupant of the premises in the conduct of any building trades or building craft. 

"County boundary" means the boundary of the county, or the boundary of any city in the county. 

"County-designated urban service area" means an urban service area designated in the gênerai plan use élément. 
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"Cultural events" means periodic spécial events such as parades, concerts, festivals, races and gatherings which attract, 
either by direct participation, or as spectators, a large gathering of people. 
The following are not cultural events for the purposes of this chapter: 

a) Events conducted entirely within dedicated rights-of-way where event sponsors hâve secured necessary en- 
croachment or other pennits from the county surveyor and, if applicable, the Califomia Department of Transportation; 

b) Events conducted entirely within a building for which ail necessary county permits hâve been secured, provided 
that the events are within the scope of the use for which the building was permitted; 

c) Events conducted at fairgrounds or events conducted at outdoor spectator facilities for which a use permit has 
been obtained, provided that the outdoor event is within the scope of the use permit; 

d) An event which has ail of the following characteristics: 

(1) Has no live amplified music; 

(2) Does not involve an admission fee either for participants or spectators; 

(3) Is a one-day event conducted between the hours of seven a.m. and eleven p. m.; 

(4) Does not involve overnight sleeping of participants or spectators; 

(5) Is not conducted more than one calendar day in a thirty (30) day period; 

(6) Is not accompanied by newspaper, radio, or télévision advertising or printed leaflets distributed to the public 
at large; and 

(7) does not involve the sale of food or beverages. 

"Damage to a protected tree" means significant injury to the root System or other parts of a tree including buming, appli- 
cation of toxic substances, damaging through contact with equipment or machinery or compacting the soil within the drip 
line, changing the natural grade, interfering with the normal water requirements of the tree, trenching or excavating within 
the drip line, or removing more than one third of the live wood. 

"Day care center" means a facility other than a family day care facility which provides nonmedical care except as an ac- 
cessory use, to chiidren under eighteen ( J 8) years of âge in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for 
sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of the individual. Day care centers include infant centers, pre- 
schools, extended day care facilities, and the like. 

"Diameter at breast height" or "d.b.h." means trunk diameter measured at four and one half feet (4 Yi') above ground. For 
trees which are multi-stemmed at this height, the d.b.h. measurement equals the total diameter of trunks which, if combined, 
are equal to or greater than the minimum size stipulated. 

"Density bonus" means a density increase of at least twenty-five percent (25%) over the otherwise maximum allowable 
residential density under the applicable zoning ordinance and land use élément of the gênerai plan. In the coastal zone, the 
otherwise maximum allowable residential density shall mean the maximum density determined by applying ail site-specific 
environmental constraints applicable under the coastal plan and coastal zoning ordinance certified by the coastal commission 
(see "residential density"). 

"Density bonus unif means a dwelling unit within a residential development, which has been granted to the developer in 
exchange for having met the requirements of this chapter. 

"Disabled household" means a household with at least one (1 ) person who has a physical or mental impairment that sub- 
stantially limits one or more major life activities, such as caring for one's self, performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, 
hearing, speaking, breathing, leaming, and working. 

"Development means, on and, in or under water, the placement or érection of any solid material or structure; discharge 
or disposai of any dredged material of any gaseous, liquid, solid, or thermal waste; grading, removing, dredging, mining, or 
extraction of any materials; change in the density or intensity of use of land, including, but not limited to, subdivision pursu- 
ant to the Subdivision Map Act (commencing with Section 66410 of the Government Code), and any other subdivision of 
land, change in the intensity of use of water, or of access thereto; construction, reconstruction, démolition, or altération of the 
size of any structure, including any facility of any private, public, or municipal utility; and the removal or harvesting of ma- 
jor végétation other than for agricultural purposes, kelp harvesting and timber opérations which are in accordance with a 
timber harvesting plan submitted pursuant to the provisions of the Z'berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973 (commencing 
with Section 45 1 1 ). 

"Development incentive" means waiver or réduction of impact/mitigation fées, parkiand dedication, open space provi- 
sions, parking standards, off-site public improvements or other development requirements determined by the permit and re- 
source management department to be of équivalent fmancial value to the density bonus based upon proof submitted by the 
applicant with vérification by certified appraisal or financial analysis. 
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"Development permit" means a discretionary permit or approval including, butnot limited to; subdivisions, use permits, 
précise development plans, lot Une adjustments, variances, design review, and zoning permits. Ministerial building permits 
not accompanied by any other type of discretionary review or approval are exempt from this définition. 

''District" means a portion of the county within which certain uses of land and buildings are permitted or prohibited and 
within which certain yards and other open areas are required and certain height limits are established for buildings, ail as set 
forth and specified in this chapter. 

"Domestic animais" means animais normally maintained in the home as pets. 

"Drip line" means the area identified by extending a vertical line from the outermost portion of the limb canopy to the 
ground with its axis parallel to the trunk. 

"Dweliing groups" means a group of two or more detached or semi-detached, one family duplex or multiple dwellings 
situated upon a permanent foundation, occupying a parcel of land having any yard, court, or area in common. 

"Dweliing, three family or triplex or apartment house" means a building or portion thereof used and designed as a rési- 
dence for three or more familles living independentJy of each other, and doing tlieir own cooking in the building, including 
apartment houses, apartment hôtels, hôtels and flats, but not including automobile courts. 

"Dweliing, two family or duplex" means a single building containing not more than two kitchens, designed or used to 
house not more than two familles, living independently of each other, including ail necessary employées of each such family. 

"Dweliing unif means a permanent building or portion thereof including manufactured and mobile homes designated or 
used exclusively as the résidence, sleeping room or quarters with kitchen facilities which constitutes an independent house- 
keeping unit, for one or more persons. Dweliing unit does not include a tent, travel traiter, recreational vehicle, or similar 
vehicle or structure. 

"Dweliing unit, second" means an attached or detached residential dweliing unit provided in compliance with Sections 
26-88-060 and26C-325.1, which unit provides complète independent living facilities for one (1) or more persons, and in- 
cludes separate permanent provisions for entry, living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation on the same parcel as a sin- 
gle-family dweliing (Government Code § 65852.2). A second dweliing unit may also be provided as an efficiency dweliing 
unit (Health & Safety Code § 1 7958. 1 ) and/or a manufactured home (Health & Safety Code § 1 8007), as defined in this sec- 
tion. 

"Efficiency dweliing unif means a small, self-contained dweliing unit of not less than two hundred twenty (220) square 
feet of floor area. An additional one hundred (100) square feet of floor area shall be provided for each occupant of such a 
unit in excess of two (2). An efficiency dweliing unit not provided as a part of an. SRO or similar living arrangement, as pro- 
vided by ordinance, must include the following facilities (2001 CBC 310.6.3): 

(a) A separate closet; 

(b) A separate bathroom, containing a water closet, lavatory, and bathtub or shower; and 

(c) Kitchen facilities, including a sink, cooking appliance and refi-igeration facilities. 

"Emergency" means a sudden, unexpected occurrence demanding immédiate action to prevent or mitigate loss or damage 
to life, health, property, or essential services. 

"Emergency homeless shelter" means a building, structure or group of structures under single management that pro vide 
temporary, short-term emergency housing for individuals or familles. An emergency homeless shelter is typically managed 
by a non-profit or group of non-profits, a church or group of churches, by other agencies, by volunteers or by a combination 
thereof On-site services may be provided. Beds in an emergency shelter are generally provided dormitory-style, and meals 
are typically served and eaten as a group. The length of stay is generally not more than thirty (30) days, and is typically less. 

"Ethanol production" means the process of distilling ethyl alcohol into fuel. 

"Excavation" means the mechanical removal of earth material. 

"Exotic animal" means any wild animal which the Califomia Fish and Game Commission has declared to be a prohibited 
wild animal and the importation, transportation, or possession of which is unlawful except under authority of a revocable 
peraiit issued by the Califomia Department of Fish and Game. 

"Family day care home" means a home which regularly provides care, protection and supervision to twelve (12) or fewer 
children, in the provider' s own home, for periods of less than twenty-four (24) hours per day, while the parents or guardians 
are away, and includes the following: 

(a) Large family day care home: A home which provides family day care to seven (7) to twelve (12) children, inclu- 
sive, including children under the âge of twelve (12) who réside at the home; 

(b) Small family day care home: A home which provides family day care to six (6) or fewer children, including 
children under the âge of twelve (12) who réside at the home. 
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"Fann animal" means any animal, other than wild or exotic, customarily kept or raised by iiumans for companion and/or 
commercial purposes. 

"Fann family dwelling" means an additional single family dwelling incidental to the main dweiling in tenns of size, loca- 
tion and architecture which is not leased, subleased, rented or sub-rented separately from the main dwelling nor divided by 
sale, and which is inhabited by a member of the fann operator's family. 

"Feed yard/lot" means corrals or holding areas for the primary purpose of holding or feeding animais for market and not 
incidental to a fann or ranch. 

"Fill" means a deposit of imported material placed by artificial means, including movement of materials from one (1) 
portion of a site to another and pilings in a submerged area. 

"Final inspection" means the same meaning as described in the Unifonn Building Code, as modified and adopted in 
Chapter 7 of this code. 

"Flood proof structure" means a structure which in the opinion of the chief engineer of the Sonoma County Water Agency 
and the county building inspector is designed and constructed to resist flotation, destruction or major damage by the maxi- 
mum flood predicted for the structure site. 

"Flood, selected" means the magnitude of flood to be used for establishing minimum flood profile levels and designating 
the outer limits of the part of the flood plain to be regulated, i.e., the outer limits of the floodway (FI) and floodplain (F2) 
districts. The selected flood shall be detennined by the planning commission and the board of supervisors upon recommen- 
dation by the chief engineer of the Sonoma County Water Agency. 

"Floodway" means the portion of the stream channel and the adjacent flood plain that must be reserved in order to dis- 
charge the selected flood without cumulative ly increasing the water surface more than one (!') foot. 

"Free-standing commercial télécommunication facility" means a télécommunication facility which is operated in whole or 
part for commercial purposes such as mobile radio services, cellular téléphone services, tv and radio broadcast, personal 
communication services, but which is not affixed, fastened, orjoined to a résidence, business, or similar structure. A facility 
which includes an antenna(s) placed upon a tower which is attached to a structure is considered to be a Iree-standing facility. 
télécommunication facilities operated in whole or part by public agencies are included in this category. However, a télé- 
communication facility installed by a public utility for the sole purpose of monitoring and protecting its gas and electric fa- 
cilities shall not be considered a télécommunication facility and shall be exempt from the télécommunication standards of 
this ordinance. 

"Major Facility" means such facility which involves a combination of towers and antennas greater than one hundred thirty 
feet(I30')inheight. 

"Intermediate facility" means such facility which involves a combination of towers and antennas greater than forty feet 
(40') and less than or equal to one hundred thirty feet (130') in height. 

"Minor facility" means such facility which involves a combination of towers and antennas less than or equal to forty feet 
(40') in height. 

"Freeway" means any expressway or limited access highway, as those terms are defined by the streets and highways code 
of the State. 

"Garage" means an accessible and usable covered parking space of not less than ten feet by twenty feet (10' X 20')for 
storage of automobiles, such garage to be located on the lot so as to meet the requirements of this chapter for an accessory 
building. 

"Gasoline service station" means a gasoline service station is a commercial business which is characterized by the retail 
sale of gasoline and related petroleum and incidental vehicular products. Where the term auto service station or automobile 
service station is referenced in Chapter 25, such terms shall be construed to mean a gasoline service station as defmed in this 
paragraph. 

"Grading" means any excavating or filling or combination thereof. 

"Guest house" means an accessory building which consists of a detached living area of a pennanent type of construction 
with no provisions for appliances or fixtures for the storage and/or préparation of food, including, but not limited to, relrig- 
eration, dishwashers or cooking facilities. The building shall not be leased, subleased, rented or sub-rented separately from 
the main dwelling. The floor area of a guest house shall be a maximum of six hundred forty (640) square feet. Floor area 
shall be calculated by measuring the exterior perimeter of the guest house and the length of any common walls. In the case of 
straw baie or similar construction, floor area may be calculated using interior dimensions. For the purpose of calculating the 
maximum size of a guest house, any storage area attached to the guest house, excluding garage, shall be included. A guest 
house shall be located doser to the primary dwelling on the subject lot than to a primary dwelling on any adjacent lot. The 
guest house shall not be located more than one hundred feet (100') from the primary dwelling on the subject lot, except 



• 



(Revised 5-04) 26C-16 



• 



§ 26C- 1 2 COASTAL ZON TNG § 26C- 1 2 



where the planning director détermines that a greater setbacic is appropriate in light of topography, végétation or unique 
physical characteristics. 

"Hardrock quarry opérations" means processed or crushed rock opérations which entail tiie extraction, stockpiiing, proc- 
essing, and sale of bedrock géologie deposits. 

"Height of buildings" means height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the 
highest and lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof Where this re- 
quirement conflicts with the height, sight, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, for those properties 
listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

"Hog or pig farms, commercial" means the keeping of more than six (6) adult swine (i.e. boars and sows) on the premises. 

"Home occupation" means any activity which results in a product or service not used in its entirety by the family group 
and which is carried on in a résidence and which meets ail of the following criteria: 

(a) The use is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dweiiing for dwelling purposes; 

(b) The use is conducted entirely within a dwelling and is carried on by the inhabitants thereof; 

(c) The use does not appreciably change the character of the dwelling or adversely affect the use pennitted in a resi- 
dential district. No home occupation shall be pennitted when the same is objectionable due to noise, dust, smoke, odor, or 
other causes; 

(d) Not more than eight (8) customers or clients shall come to the dwelling unit for service or products during any 
one (1) day, nor will the use create substantial additional traffic or require additional parking spaces; 

(e) No persons are employed other than those necessary for domestic purposes; 

(f) Not more than one quarter of the total floor space of the dwelling is used for such use; 

(g) The entrance to the space devoted to such use is from within the building and no internai or external altérations 
or construction features not customarily found in dwellings is involved. 

(h) Signing shall be limited to one attached, non-illuminated, two (2) square foot sign. 

(i) No commercial vehicle used shall be un-garaged except that a single one ton or smaller truck may be un-garaged 
so long as signs on the truck are limited in size to normal logos found on business vehicles. 

Each person proposing to conduct a home occupation shall submit a zoning permit application for a home occupation to 
the permit and resource management department which describes the nature and extent of the proposed home occupation. 
The director of the permit and resource management department may require the written consent of adjacent property owners 
or a use permit where it is determined that the proposed home occupation might be incompatible with the particular 
neighborhood. 

"Hôtel, guest ranch, inns" means any building or portion thereof containing six (6) or more guest rooms each used, de- 
signed or intended to be used, let or hired out for occupancy for one ( I ) or more guests. Guest ranches and/or inns may pro- 
vide dining to ovemight guests. Guest ranches and/or inns may provide dining to a limited number of patrons, other than 
ovemight guests, with a use permit in accordance with the provisions of the applicable base district. 

"Housing opportunity area" means a parcel or parcels of land whereon a project is proposed that provides affordable 
housing pursuant to gênerai plan Housing Elément Policy HE-2g as modified by the coastal plan. Section VII. 

"Incidental use" means a secondary use of land or a building that is developed or conducted so as to not significantly 
change the character, appearance or opération of the principal use of the building or property located on the same lot. 

"Incentive" means a modification of zoning code requirements (e.g. minimum open space, minimum lot size, setbacks, 
parking standards); or, an allowance of other regulatory incentives or measures which can be shown to resuit in construction 
cost réductions, without compromising public policy. 

"Infill development" means a dwelling group, consisting of detached single family dwellings or manufactured homes, on 
a single parcel located in an RI low density residential district. The number of dwelling units within such dwelling group 
shall not exceed the maximum residential density permitted by the gênerai plan land use élément. 

"Institution use" means any use, commonly consisting of offices, churches, public buildings, financial institutions, etc., 
whose function does not involve direct on-site sales of products or personal services. 

"Instream opérations" means sand and gravel opérations which entail the extraction and sale of sand and gravel from 
stream and river channels. 

"Junk yard" means any land or lot where more than one hundred ( 1 00) square feet of the area or where any portion of that 
land or lot which adjoins any public or private street or road is used for the storage of junk, including scrap metals, salvage 
or other scrap materials, or for the dismantling or wrecking of automobiles or other vehicles or machinery, whether for sale 
or storage. 
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"Kennels" means any lot or premises on which five (5) or more dogs or cats at least four (4) months of âge are kept, 
boarded or trained, whether or not in spécial buildings and runways. 

"Large collection facility" means a large collection facility occupies more than five hundred (500) square feet and in- 
cludes bins, boxes, cans, kiosk-type units, reverse vending machines, and other containers or réceptacles. 

"Livestock" means animais maintained as a source of food or clothing, including bovine and equine animais. 

"Local area development guidelines" means design and other guidelines for development that apply to a specified com- 
munity or local area, as a subunit of a planning area, and which provide a greater level of détail or relate spécial circum- 
stances for use in that area. 

"Lof means a légal ly defmed parcel or contiguous group of parcels in single ownership or under single control, usually 
considered a unit for purposes of development. 

"Lot, corner" means a lot, two or more adjacent sides of which abut upon a street. 

"Lot coverage" means the percentage of a lot encumbered by structures and areas devoted to vehicular traffic or parking. 
Driveways surfaced with perméable materials, uncovered decks less than thirty inches (30") in height, and roof overhangs 
less than one foot (1') wide may be excluded. 

"Lot, frontage" means the linear measurement of the front lot line. 

"Lot, key" means an interior lot adjacent to a corner lot, the side hne of which is contiguous with the rear lot line of the 
corner lot. 

"Lot Unes" means the property lines bounding the lot. 

"Lot line, front" means any of the following: 

(1 ) Each Street lot line of an interior or through lot; 

(2) Either one or the other of the two (2) street lot lines of a corner lot. 

"Lot line, rear" means the lot line opposite and most distant from the front line, where such lot line is not also a street lot line. 

"Lot line, side" means any lot line other than a front or rear lot line. A side lot line separating a lot from a street is called a 
side street lot line. A side lot line separating a lot from another lot or lots is called an interior side lot line. 

"Lot of record" means a lot that is designated upon a map showing the lot, block and tract as indicated on a final map, as 
such map is filed in the county recorder's office, or as a lot shown on a recorded parcel map. 

"Lot width" means the least distance between the side lot lines, measured at points midway between the front and rear lot 
lines. In the case of triangular lots, or lots that are bounded by more than four (4) straight lines, or that hâve curvilinear side 
lines, the director of the permit and resource management department shall détermine the lot width. 

"Low income household" means a household whose gross annual income is between fifty-one (5 1 %) percent and eighty 
(80%) percent of the médian income for the county, as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, adjusted for household size. (Compare to "lower income household") 

"Lower income household" means a household whose gross annual income is not more than eighty percent of the médian 
income for Sonoma County as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, adjusted for house- 
hold size. 

"Lower level décision maker" means the director of the permit and resource managing department, the project review and 
advisory committee, the design review committee, the board of zoning adjustments, or the planning commission, as appro- 
priate. 

"Major energy facility" means any energy facility as defined by Public Resources Code Section 30107 and exceeding one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) in estimated cost of construction. 

"Major médical facility" means a state-licensed institution which provides intensive professional supervision and/or 
medically supervised treatment to patients. 

"Major public works project" means any public works project as defined by Public Resources Co'de Section 301 14 and 
exceeding one hundred thousand dollars ($ 1 00,000.00) in estimated cost of construction. 

"Manufactured home" means a dwelling unit including mobile homes and factory-built housing as defined in Sections 
18210.5 and 19971, respectively, of the Calitbmia Health and Safety Code. 

"Médian income" means the médian income as established annually and periodically revised by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) figure for the standard metropolitan statistical area, if available. 

"Mini-mart" means a commercial business which is characterized by the retail sale of gasoline and related petroleum 
products in combination with the retail sale of food, beverages, or other non-vehicular related items. A mini-mart does not 
include gasoline service stations which are solely combined with five (5) or fewer coin-operated, self-serve vending ma- 
chines which dispense prepackaged food or beverages. 
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"Minor development" means a development which a local govemment détermines satisfîes ail of the foUowing 
requirements: 

(1) Is consistent with the certified local coastal program, as defmed in Section 30108.6 of the coastal act. 

(2) Requires no discretionary approvals other than a coastal development permit; 

(3) Has no adverse effect either individually or cumulatively on coastal resources or public access to the shoreline or 
along the coast. 

"Minor timberland conversion" means the conversion of less than three (3) acres of timberland not zoned TP (timberland 
production), whether or not the timberland is a portion of a larger parcel, to a non-timber growing use. Minor timberland 
conversion shall not include the conversion of timberland for the purpose of constructing a structure in accordance with a 
valid building permit, provided the conversion only involves the cutting or removal of the minimum amount of timber 
necessary to accommodate the structure. 

"Mobile home" means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a permanent châssis and is 
designed to be used as a dwelling unit with or without a permanent foundation. Mobile home does not include a recreational 
vehicle or factory-built housing as defined in Section 19971 of the Califomia Health and Safety Code. 

"Mobile home park" means any area or tract of land used to accommodate ten (10) or more mobile homes. 

"Moderate income household" means a household whose gross annual income does not exceed one hundred twenty 
percent (120%) of the médian income for Sonoma County as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, adjusted for household size. 

"Motel" means a group of two (2) or more detached or semi-detached buildings containing guest rooms or apartments and 
associated parking used primarily for the accommodation of transient automobile travelers. 

"Multiple-user télécommunication facility" means a télécommunication facility which is comprised of multiple towers 
containing a combination of antennas owned or operated by more than one public or private entity. 

"Non-commercial télécommunication facility" means a télécommunication facility which is operated solely for personal 
use and not for commercial purposes. 

"Non-conforming use" means a lawfiil use existing on the effective date of a zoning ordinance restriction and continuing 
since that date in non-conformance to the zoning ordinance restriction. 

"Non-operative motor vehicle" means any motor vehicle which cannot be moved under its own power, or cannot be 
operated lawfiilly on a public street or highway within this state, due to removal of, damage to, or détérioration of, or 
inoperative condition of any component part or the làck of an engine, transmission, wheels, tires, doors, windshield or any 
other component part necessary for such movement or lawfiil opération. Non-operative motor vehicle shall not include 
"vehicles of historié value" as defined by the Califomia Vehicle Code which hâve current spécial identification plates as 
provided herein. 

"Non-operative motor vehicle storage yard" means the placing on any lot or parcel or contiguous lots or parcels of land 
one (1) or more non-operative motor vehicles for a period exceeding fifteen (15) days. 

"Old growth redwood" means any redwood tree over two hundred (200) years old. 

"Open areas" means those areas suitable for common recreational use or which provide visual relief to developed areas, 
exclusive of flood control channel rights-of-way, areas devoted to parking, vehicular traffic, or private use, and any other 
area which does not significantly lend itself to the overall benefit of either the particular development or surrounding 
environment, Open areas may include areas in private lot ownership, provided that such areas are not fenced. The 
boundaries of open areas shall be treated as property lines in determining required rear and side yard setbacks. 

At least fifly percent (50%) of the required open area shall be contained as a single visually identifiable area exclusive of 
Connecting corridors or pathways, and in no case be less than fifty feet (50') in width nor five thousand (5,000) square feet in 
area. 

"Outdoor advertising sign" means any card, cloth, paper, métal, painted, or wooden sign of any character (excluding 
appurtenant and directional signs) placed for outdoor advertising purposes, on the ground or onto any tree, wall, bush, rock, 
post fence, building, structure or thing. The term placed, as used in this définition, includes erecting, constructing, 
maintaining, posting, painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, sticking, carving, or otherwise fastening, affixing to, or 
making visible in any manner. 

"Outdoor advertising structure" means a structure of any kind or character erected or maintained for outdoor advertising 
purposes, upon which any poster, bill, printing, painting, or other advertisement of any kind whatsoever may be placed for 
advertising purposes. The term placed, as used in this définition, includes erecting, constructing, maintaining, posting, 
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painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, sticking, carving, or otherwise fastening, affixing to, or making visible in any ^B 

manner. ^^ 

"Outdoor vendor" means the sale of articles and agricultural or horticultural commodities on a small scale for profit or 
livelihood, not conducted within a building, but not including the sale of lumber or other building material. 

"Parking spaces" means usable off-street area with independent access, not included within established front-yard 
setback, at least nine feet by twenty feet (9' X 20') for diagonal or perpendicular vehicle parking, or at least eight feet by 
twenty-two feet (8' X 22') for parallel vehicle parking. 

"Permit, use" means a permit issued after public hearing by the board of zoning adjustments or planning commission as 
the case may be, that authorizes the récipient to make use of property in accordance with the requirements of this chapter. 

"Permit, zoning" mezins a permit issued by the director of the permit and resource management department, that 
authorizes the récipient to make use of property in accordance with the requirements of this chapter. 

"Planned developments" means a real estate development other than a community apartment project, a stock coopérative, 
or a coopérative, or a condominium and which is more particularly defined in Sections 1 1 003 and 1 1 003 . 1 of the Califomia 
Business and Professions Code and subséquent amendments thereto, and having either or both of the folio wing features: 

(a) Any contiguous or noncontiguous lots, parcels or areas owned in common by the owners of the separately owned lots, 
parcels or areas consisting of areas or facilities the bénéficiai use and enjoyment of which is reserved to same or ail of the 
owners of separately owned lots, parcels or areas; 

(b) Any power existing to enforce any obligation in connection with membership in the owners association, or any 
obligation pertaining to the bénéficiai use and enjoyment of any portion of, or any interests in, either the separately or 
commonly owned lots, parcels or areas by means of a levy or assessment which may become a lien upon the separately 
owned lots, parcels or areas of defaulting owners or members, which said lien may be foreclosed in any manner provided by 
law for the foreclosure of mortgages or deeds of trust, with or without a power of sale. 

"Prime soils" means soils classified by the United States Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service as Class I 
or Class II. 

"Principal permitted use" mezins principal permitted uses are those uses so labeled which are listed under the heading 
"Uses permitted subject to site development and érosion control standards" within each zoning district, except those as 
specified in each zoning district. Notwithstanding the above, additional dwellings beyond one single-family dwelling on 
parcels zoned LIA, LEA, DA, RRD, RRDWA, and TP are not considered to be principal permitted uses. 

"Processing services" means support services which are related to and necessary for agricultural processing activities. 

"Processing, timber" means initial on-site activities and mill activities which transform the resource to a finished product. 

"Professional offices" means buildings, structures or establishments for the purpose of establishing or maintaining offices 
for doctors, attomeys, registered engineers or architects, licensed surveyors, accountants or realtors, but not including 
barbers, beauticians, cosmetologists or other service establishments. 

"Protected perimeter" means the tree drip line. 

"Protected tree" means Big Leaf Maple (Acer macrophyllum), Black Oak {Quercus kelloggii), Blue Oak (Quercus 
douglasii), Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia), Interior Live Oak (Quercus wislizenii), Madrone (Arbutus menziesiî). Oracle 
Oak (Quercus morehus), Oregon Oak (Quercus garryand), Redwood (Séquoia sempervirens), Valley Oak (Quercus lobatd), 
Califomia Bay (umbellularia california), and their hybrids. 

"Protected tree of spécial significance" means Valley Oak (Quercus lobatd). 

"Public garage" means any premises, except those herein defined £is a private or storage garage, used for the storage or 
care of motor vehicles or where any such vehicles are equipped for opération or repair or kept for rémunération, hire or sale. 

"Public service use or facility" means a use operated or used by a public body or public utility in coimection with any of 
the following services: water, waste water management, pubUc éducation, parks and récréation, fire and police protection, 
solid waste management, utilities, hospitals, or other public service uses. 

"Quasi-public use or facility" means a use operated by a private nonprofit, educational, religious, charitable or médical 
institution, having the primary purpose of serving the gênerai public, and including uses such as churches, private schools 
and universities, community, youth and senior citizen recreational facilities, private hospitals and the like. 

"Recreational vehicle (RV) travel trailer" means a motorized vehicle fit for human habitation and licensed by the 
department of motor vehicles, commonly known but not limited to house cars, campers, motor homes, travel trailers, camp 
trailers, andcoaches. 
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"Recreational vehicle (RV) park" means any area or tract of land where one ( 1 ) or more lots accommodate owners or us- 
ers of travel trailers or motor vehicles used for travel or recreational purposes and where occupancy by any one ( 1 ) individ- 
ual does not exceed ninety (90) consécutive days in any one (I) calendar year. 

"Recyclable material" means recyclable material is reusable material including but not limited to aluminum, glass, plastic, 
and paper which are intended for reuse, remanufacture, or reconstruction in altered form. Recyclable material includes used 
motor oil collected and transported in accordance with Section 25250.1 1 and 25143.2(b)(f) of the Califomia Health and 
Safety Code. 

"Recycling facility" means recycling facility is a center for collection and/or processing of recyclable materials. 

"Recycling collection facility" means recycling collection facility is a center for the acceptance of recyclable materials 
and includes reverse vending machines, small collection facilities and large collection facilities. 

"Recycling processing facility" means recycling processing facility is a building or enclosed space used for the collection 
and processing of recyclable material, and/or used motor oil, by such means as flattening, sorting, compaction, bailing, 
shredding, grinding and crushing. Processing shall include the foUowing: 

(a) Light processing facilities hâve up to forty-five thousand (45,000) square feet of gross collection. A light proc- 
essing facility shall not shred, compact, or baie ferrons metals other than food and beverage containers; 

(b) Heavy processing facilities are ail other processing facilities other than a light processing facility. 
"Registered professional forester" means a registered professional forester as defmed in Title 14, Califomia Code of 

Régulations, section 895.1. 

"Rental control" means a mechanism by which affordable rental units will be maintained in the low and moderate income 
rental housing stock over time. 

"Resale control" means a mechanism by which affordable units will be maintained in the low and moderate income hous- 
ing stock over time. 

"Residential community care facility" means a home licensed by the state which is regularly used as a community care 
facility, health facility, care facility for the elderly, or alcoholism recovery facility (as defmed by the Califomia Health and 
Safety Code); or facilities for the mentally disordered, handicapped persons, or dépendent and neglected children (as defmed 
by the Califomia Welfare and Institutions Code). 

(a) Small residential community care facility: A residential care facility serving six (6) or fewer persons; 

(b) Large residential community care facility: A residential care facility serving seven (7) or more persons. 
"Residential density" means the number of dwelling units per acre or the number of acres per dwelling unit as shown in 

the coastal plan. 

"Resocialization facility" means a facility, including but not limited to a single family résidence which provides adult 
supervision and résidence services to six (6) or less individuals who are not related to the résident household, and who are 
mentally handicapped and may be receiving some case work services from psychiatrie social workers or welfare workers. A 
resocialization facility may be a licensed or un-licensed home for persons who are placed in or referred to the facility by a 
State agency. 

"Rest home" means a structure for housing ambulatory guests and requiring a license from another agency. 

"Reverse vending machine" means a mechanical device which accepts and temporarily stores one (l) or more types of . 
empty beverage containers, including aluminum cans, glass and plastic bottles and cartons and issues a cash refund or re- 
deeiTiable crédit slip with a value not less than the container's rédemption value. 

"Riparian corridor" means a line or belt of végétation foUowing the course of a river or stream on the immédiate banks 
and appearing visually and structurally separate from the surrounding landscape. 

"River terrace opération" means sand and gravel opérations which entail the extraction, stockpiling, processing, and sale 
of sand and gravel from terrace floodplain deposits. 

"Roof means the exterior surface on the top of a building or structure, as shown in the accompanying illustration. 

"Rooming house" means a dwelling other than a hôtel, residential community care facility, or resocialization facility 
where lodging, but not meals, for three (3) or more unrelated persons is provided for compensation. 

"Scenic conidor" means as designated on Figure OS-2 of the gênerai plan open space élément, and the coastal plan, a 
strip of land of high visual quality along a certain roadway. 

"Scenic highway" means those roadways in Sonoma County that hâve been so designated by the state of Califomia. 

"Seasonal farm worker housing" means any housing accommodation or stmcture of a temporar)/ or pennanent nature used 
as housing for farm workers for not more than one hundred eighty ( 1 80) days in any calendar year and approved for such use 
pursuant to Title 25 of the Califomia Code of Régulations. 
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"Secondaiy use" means a use of land or a building that is subordinate to, but may be différent from the primary use of the 
land or building located on the same lot. 

"Silhouette" means a calculation of the exposed surface area of the towers and antennas associated with a télécommunica- 
tion facility, as seen from an élévation perspective, as shown in the accompanying illustration. 

"Sludge" means solid material produced through sewage treatment processes. 

"Small collection facility" means a small collection facility which occupies an area of not more than five hundred (500) 
square feet and includes: 

(a) Reverse vending machines occupying more than fifty (50) square feet; 

(b) Bins, boxes, cans, kiosk-type units and other containers or réceptacles; and/or 

(c) A properly licensed automobile, truck, trailer or van. 

"Small-scale homeless shelter" means a residential or mixed-use structure which provides temporary or transitional hous- 
ing for up to ten (1 0) persons, and may include support services for the résidents. 

"Small wind energy System" means a wind energy conversion System consisting of a wind turbine, a tower, and associ- 
ated control or conversion electronics, which has a rated capacity that does not exceed the allowable rated capacity under the 
Emerging Renewables Fund of the Renewables Investment Plan administered by the Califomia Energy Commission and 
which will be used primarily to reduce onsite consumption of utility power. 

"Stable, commercial" means housing for horses owned and used by someone other than the occupant or owner of the 
résidence and including related shows, lessons, clinics and similar activities. 

"Streef ' means a public or private thoroughfare which affords principal means of access to abutting property, including 
avenue, place, way, drive, land, boulevard, highway, road and any other thoroughfare except an alley as defmed herein. 

"Street line" means the boundary between a street and property. 

"Structure" means anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location on the ground attachinent to some- 
thing having location on the ground. 

"Structure ridgeline" means the long, narrow crest at the top of the juncture of two (2) or more surfaces making up the 
roof of a building or structure, as shown in the accompanying illustration. 

"Structural altérations" means any change in the supporting members of a building such as bearing walls, columns, beams 
or girders. 

"Tasting room" means a facility in which agriculturai products grown or processed in the county may be tasted and sold. 

"Télécommunication facility" means a facility that sends and/or receives electromagnetic signais, including antennas and 
towers to support receiving and/or transmitting devices along with accessory structures, and the land on which they are ail 
situated. 

"Timber" means group A commercial species of trees as defmed in Title 14, Califomia Code of Régulations, Section 912. 

"Timberland" means land which is available for, and capable of, growing timber. 

"Timberland conversion" means the conversion of timberland to a non-timber growing use. 

"Tower" means the support structure, including guyed, monopole and lattice types, upon which antennas are located as 
part of a télécommunication facility or upon which a wind turbine (or other mechanical device) is mounted as part of a small 
wind energy System. 

"Tower height" means the height above grade of the fixed portion of the tower, excluding any télécommunication anten- 
nas or a wind energy System or its blades. 

"Transitional housing" means housing for persons or familles in transition from a homeless shelter to permanent housing. 

"Travel trailer" means a vehicle, other than a motor vehicle or mobile home which is designed or used for human habita- 
tion and for travel or recreational purposes, which is not more than eight feet (8') in width and is less than forty feet (40') in 
length, and which may be moved upon a public highway without spécial permit or chauffeur's license or both, without vio- 
lating any provision of the vehicle code of the state. 

"Travel trailer park or recreational trailer park" means any area or tract of land where one (1 ) or more lots accommodate 
owners or users of travel trailers used for travel or recreational purposes wherein occupancy by any one ( 1 ) individual does 
not exceed ninety (90) consécutive days in any one calendar year. 

"Tree" means a healthy living large woody plant which ordinarily has a central trunk and at maturity exceeds a height of 
fourteen feet ( 1 4'). 

"Truck or equipment terminal or depof means a space, area, or building designed, equipped or maintained for the parking 
or storage of two (2) or more trucks, vehicles or equipment other than private automobiles or farm vehicles or equipment 
used incidental to agriculturai uses on the premises. 
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"Urban service area" means an area designated in the gênerai pian witiiin wliicii tiie fuii range of pubiic services and in- 
frastructure, sucli as sewer, water, police and fire protection, roads and transit, and otiier services necessary for urban devel- 
opment are available or planned to be available. The area bounded by an urban service boundary. 

"Urban service boundary" means a designated limit to the urban development of cities and unincorporated communities 
of the county. 

"Use, accessory" means a use incidental and accessory to the principal use of a lot or a building located on the same lot. 

"Very low income household" means a household whose gross annual income is not more than fifty percent (50%) of the 
médian income for Sonoma County as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, adjusted for 
household size. 

"Veterinary clinic" means afacility for the provision of médical services for animais, uniess otherwise specified, includ- 
ing incidental retail sales of pharmaceuticals for the heaith care of the animais. Animais may be kenneled on site. 

"Wind energy conversion system" means a machine used to convert the kinetic energy of the wind into a usable form of 
electrical energy, including wind turbine generators, rotors, and blades. 

"Wind energy system heighf means the height above grade of the fixed portion of the tower including the vertical length 
of any extensions such as the rotor blade. 

"Yard" means an open space other than a court on the same lot with a building, which open space is unoccupied and un- 
obstructed from the ground upward, except as otherwise pennitted in this chapter. 

"Yard, fronf means a yard extending across the front of the lot between the inner side yard Unes and measured fi^om the 
front line of the lot to the nearest lines of the building: provided, that if any building Une or officiai plan line bas been estab- 
lished for the Street upon which the lot faces, then such measurement shall be taken from such building line or officiai plan 
line to the nearest line of the building. 

"Yard, rear" means a yard extending across the full width of the lot and measured between the rear line of the lot and the 
nearest line of the main building. 

"Yard, side" means a yard between the line of the lot and the nearest line of the building and extending from the front line 
of the lot to the rear yard. 

"Year-round farm worker housing" means any housing accommodation or structure of a temporary or permanent nature 
used as housing for farm workers for more than one hundred eighty ( 1 80) days in any calendar year and approved for such 
use pursuant to Title 25 of the Califomia Code of Régulations. 

"Zoning districf means a portion of the county within which certain uses of land and buildings are specified and within 
which certain yards and other open areas are required and certain height limits are established for buildings, ail as set forth 
and specified in this chapter. (Ord. No. 5537 § 4(a), 2004; Ord. No. 5436 § 2(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 § 2, 2003; Ord. No. 
5343 § 2, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Article II. LIA — Land Intensive Agriculture District. 

Sec. 26C-20. Purpose. 

To enhance and protect lands best suited for permanent agricultural use and capable of relatively high production per acre 
of land; and to implement the provisions of the land intensive agriculture land use category (Section 2.7.2) of the gênerai 
Plan and the policies of the agricultural resources élément. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-21. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The following uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai pian or coastal plan in which case a use permit is required. Only those uses permitted in (a) and (b) 
are considered principal pennitted uses, except that additional dwellings beyond one ( 1 ) single-family dwelling are not con- 
sidered to be principal pennitted uses. Ail clearing végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction in association with 
thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control standards. 

(a) Principal uses: 

(I) On parcels exceeding five (5) acres, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of farm animais. When such 
farming involves animais which are continuously confmed, such as veal calves, poultry, hogs and pigs, dairy cows, or similar 
livestock which may resuit in concentrations of animal waste, the use shall be subject to issuance of a zoning permit based 
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upon written approval of the public health department and the applicable régional water quality control board of a confined 
animal management plan. Horses, goats, sheep and similar farm animais are not considered to be confïned animais for pur- 
poses of this chapter. The plan shall include provisions for: 

a. Containment of waste to the site; 

b. Reuse or disposai of waste in accordance with health and/or water quality régulations; 

c. Mitigation of potential water quality impacts due to surface runoffof waste; 

d. Control of vectors; 

In the event that the confmed animal use is proposed within flve hundred feet (500') of a non-agricultural land use cate- 
gory, it shall require prior approval of a use permit. 

(2) On parcels of five (5) acres or less, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one (1) of the 
following per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

a. Five (5) hogs or pigs; 

b. One (1) horse, mule, cow, or steer; 

c. Five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais; 

d. Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl; 

e. Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais. 

f The above limitations may be modified by the director of the pennit and resource management department 
upon submittal of a proposai statement which describes the extent of the domestic farming use and which is signed by the 
owners of ail property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property. The director of the permit and resource man- 
agement department may require the applicant to obtain a use pennit if the director détermines that the project mightbe det- 
rimental to surrounding uses. 

g. 4-H and FF A animal husbandry projects are pennitted without limitation of parcel size, provided that the 
parce! contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided fiarther a letter of project authorization is first 
submitted by the project advisor. The director of the pennit and resource management department may require the applicant 
to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to surrounding uses. 

(3) Beekeeping. 

(4) The growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and similar 
food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be pennitted in 
the following areas: 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank of the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank of designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank of designated "upland riparian corridors." 
Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in subsections a. — c. above upon approval of a management plan which includes 

appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by the direc- 
tor of the permit and resource management department or by use pennit pursuant to Section 26C-2 1 (b)(l ). 

(5) Agricultural support services involving no more than one employée and occupying no more than one-half acre of 
land and subject, at a minimum to the criteria of gênerai plan policies AR-5c and AR-5d. Such services may include inciden- 
tal sales of products related to the support service use but shall not include additional walk-in, over-the-counter retail sales. 

The following factors shall be considered in detennining an agricultural support service to be "clearly subordinate to 
on-site agricultural production" as provided in above policy AR-5c: 

a. The géographie area of the lot devoted to the support service use in comparison to that remaining in agricul- 
tural production; 

b. Whether or not new structures or significant expansion of existing structures are needed to accommodate the 
support service use; 

c. The relative number of employées devoted to the support service use in comparison to that needed for agri- 
cultural production. 

(6) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing and similar préparation of crops which are grown on the 
site, but not including agricultural processing. 

(7) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion and incidental storage of crops which are grown or animais which 
are raised on the site. 

(8) Ranch roads. 
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(b) Residential uses include the following: 

( 1 ) Single family detached dwelling unit(s) in accordance witii the residential density permitted by the gênerai pian 
land use élément, or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. In the event that more than one (1) 
such dwelling unit is placed on a single lot, the additional dwellings shall be clustered with the primary dwelling in order to 
minimize roads, drives, and utility extensions. The additional dwellings shall also be subject to design review approval. 
Thèse unit(s) may be manufactured homes, but only one ( 1 ) may be a manufactured home without a permanent foundation. 

A manufactured home without a permanent foundation shall require prior approval of a zoning permit, notice of which 
shall bepostedat leastten (lO)days prior to issuance, during which an appeal may befiledandprocessed pursuantto Sec- 
tion 26C-33 1 . Issuance of the zoning permit shall be subject, at a minimum, to the following conditions: 

a. The manufactured home shall be at least twelve feet ( 1 2') in width except those that are owned and occupied 
on the effective date of this ordinance; 

b. The manufactured home shall be skirted. Ail skirting shaJl be of a type approved by the state of Cali- 
fornia; 

c. The manufactured home shall hâve one ( 1 ) patio awning with a minimum dimension of nine feet by twenty 
feet (9' X 20') and either a garage, carport, or awning with a minimum dimension of ten feet by twenty feet (10' x 20') for 
covered parking; 

d. Ail manufactured home sites shall be landscaped; and 

e. The manufactured home shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the owner. 

(2) One (1 ) detached farm family dwelling unit per lot provided that a Williamson Act contract is in effect and that 
the following requirements are met: 

a. An agricultural easement having a term equal to the useful life of the structure, but in no event less than 
twenty (20) years, shall be offered to the county at the time of application. 

b. A covenant shall be recorded, in a form satisfactory to county counsel, which acknowledges that, in the 
event that the agricultural use is terminated on the property, the farni family dwelling shall become a nonconfonning residen- 
tial use. 

(3) One ( 1 ) dwelling unit for full-time agricultural employées for each of the following agricultural uses conducted 
on the site: 

a. At least fifty (50) mature cows or one hundred ( 1 00) beef cattle; 

b. At least twenty (20) acres of grapes, apples, pears, prunes; 

c. At least twenty thousand (20,000) broilers, fifteen thousand (1 5,000) egg-layers, or three thousand (3,000) 
turkeys; 

d. At least two hundred fifty (250) sheep or goats, fifty (50) dairy goats or hogs; 

e. At least thirty (30) mature horses; 

f Wholesale nurseries with a minimum of either one ( 1 ) acre of propagating greenhouse or outdoor containers 
or three (3) acres of field-grown plant materials; 

g. Any other agricultural use which the director of the pemiit and resource management department détermines 
to be of the same approximate agricultural value and intensity as a. through f. above. 

Said dwelling unit(s) may be conventionally built homes or manufactured homes (with or without pennanent foundations) 
provided that manufactured homes without a permanent foundation shall require a zoning permit approved in the manner 
described in Section 26C-20(b)(l ). Prior to the issuance of building or zoning permits for said employée unit(s), the property 
owner shall place on file with the permit and resource management department an affidavit that said unit(s) will be used to 
house persons employed on the premises for agricultural purposes. Further, a covenant shall be recorded, in a fonn satisfac- 
tory to county counsel, which acknowledges that in the event that the agricultural use is terminated on the property, the agri- 
cultural employée dwelling shall become a nonconfonning residential use. 

(4) Self-contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons solely employed on the site for agri- 
cultural purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the permit and resource management department, stating that said 
recreational vehicle and/or travel trailer will only be used to house persons solely employed on the site of a bona fide agricul- 
tural enterprise. A bona fide agricultural enterprise is defmed for this purpose as an opération which dérives its primary and 
principal income fl^om agricultural production. The recreational vehicle or trailer shall be immediately removed from the site 
when it is no longer occupied by persons who are solely employed on the site. 
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(5) Seasonal farm worker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26C-320(j). Seasonal farni worker 
housing shall aiso conforin to sucii public health, building and fire safety criteria as may be established by resolution or ordi- 
nance of the board of supervisors. 

(6) Year-round farm worker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26C-320(n). Year-round farm 
worker housing shall aIso conform to such public health, building, and fire safety criteria as may be established by resolution 
or ordinance of the board of supervisors. 

(7) One (I ) guest house per lot. 

The following non-agricultural uses, provided that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a local need, avoids 
conflict with agricultural activities and is consistent with Objective AR-4. 1 and Policy AR-4a of the agricultural resources 
élément. 

(1) Boarding of horses which are not owned by the occupant or owner of the property subject to issuance of a zoning 
pemiit, but not including shows, lessons, clinics or similar related activities. 

(2) Home occupations. 

(3) Small residential community care facilities. 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten (lO)days from the date of this notice." isposted on the property at leastten (10) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested per- 
son, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1. 

(5) Management of land for watershed, for fish and wildlife habitat, fish rearing ponds, hunting and fishing, where 
thèse uses are incidental to the primary use. 

(6) Small family day care. 

(7) Non-commercial kennels for up to ten (10) dogs. 

(8) Public parks which do not interfère with the primary purpose of the coastal plan land use désignation. 

(9) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior notification is 
given to the Califomia Highway Patrol and that adéquate off street parking is provided. 

(10) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(11) Minor free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 26C-325.7, and subject to approvaJ of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a 
site plan and one élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 33 has been 
received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above 
article. 

( 1 2) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325.7. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a 
ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 33 has been received from any 
interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above article. 

(13) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

(14) One (I ) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply for the sec- 
ond dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class 1, 2 or 3 groundwater availability area. Second units 
may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only where a hydro-geotechnical report, as defmed, certifies 
that the establishment and continuation of the secondary residential use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or 
cumulative groundwater availability or yield. 

(d) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may be con- 
structed on vacant parcels of two acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant parcels less than two acres, 
accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred twenty ( 1 20) square feet or as incidental to an existing 
agricultural use. 
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(e) Minor timberland conversions, subject to compliance requirements of Section 26C-327. 

(f) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-20. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(b), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 
§ 3(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(a), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-22. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses. 

(1) Permitted uses listed in Section 26C-20 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill, or construction when located in a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, scenic corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Agricultural uses. 

( I ) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved pursuant to 
Section 26C-20(a)(4). 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank of the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank of designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-flve feet (25') from the top of the bank of designated "upland riparian corridors." 

(2) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards. 

(3) Commercial mushroom farming. 

(4) Commercial stables not permitted under Section 26C-20(c)( 1 ), riding académies, equestrian riding and driving 
clubs, and hunting clubs. 

(5) Commercial aquaculture, provided that, at a minimum, the use does not adversely affect biotic resources and 
does not take place on prime soils. 

(6) Agricultural support services with more than one ( 1 ) and a maximum of three (3) employées or occupying more 
than one half acre of land, but otherwise subject to the same criteria as Section 26C-20(a)(5). 

(7) Préparation of agricultural products which are not grown on site, processing of agricultural product of a type 
grown orproduced primarily on site or in the local area, storage of agricultural products grown or processed on site, and bot- 
tling or canning of agricultural products grown or processed on site, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan 
policies AR-5e and AR-5f 

(8) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards which serve agricultural 
production in the local area and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan policies AR-5e and AR-5f 

(9) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site. 

( 10) Tasting rooms and other temporary, seasonal or year-round sales and promotion of agricultural products grown 
or processed in the county subject to the minimum criteria of gênerai plan policies AR-6d and AR-6g. This subsection shall 
not be interpreted so as to require a use permit for uses allowed by Section 26C-20(a)(7). 

(11) Promotional or marketing accommodations for private guests, provided that the use, at a minimum, meets ail of 
the following criteria: 

a. The use promotes or markets agricultural products grown or processed on the site; 

b. The scale of the use is appropriate to the production and/or processing use on the site; 

c. The use complies with gênerai plan policies AR-6d and AR-6g; 

d. No commercial use of private guest accommodations is allowed. 

(12) Dwelling unit(s) for flill time agricultural employées which are transferred from another lot within this district 
and which is under the same ownership as the subject property. The other lot need not be a lot within the coastal zone. The 
number of units allowed shall be detennined by the standards in Section 26C-20(b)(3). The units shall be located on the re- 
ceiving parcel such that they are doser to the primary dwelling unit than to the property line. 

(13) Farm labor camps not permitted by Section 26C-20(b). 

The following nonagricultural uses, provided that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a local need, avoids con- 
flict with agricultural activities and is consistent with objective AR-4. 1 and Policy AR-4a of the agricultural resources élément. 

(1) Game préserves and refuges. 

(2) Public schools, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General Plan Policy LU-6e. 
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(3) Private nursery, primary or secondary schools, and churches, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General 
Plan Policy LU-6t: 

(4) Cemeteries. 

(5) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, and related parking lots 
which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(6) Intermediate and major Iree-standing commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the ap- 
plicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(7) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(8) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(9) Application of sludge from wastewater treatment plants to agricultural land, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria 
of gênerai plan policies PF-2q and PF-2r. 

( 1 0) Art studios and arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. A use permit for such uses may be 
granted only when the use is conducted within an existing abandoned agricultural building feasible for such use. 

(1 1) Granges and similar community service facilities which do not adversely impact agriculture in the area. 

(12) Large residential community care facility. 

(13) Day care center. 

(14) Large family day care. 

(15) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year. 

(1 6) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(d) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the pennit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-2 1 . (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(c), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 
§ 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(i), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 2001 .) 

Sec. 26C-23. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Density: Residential density shall be between twenty (20) and one hundred ( 1 00) acres per dwelling unit as shown in 
the gênerai plan land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. However, dwelling 
units described in Section 26C-20(b)(2) through (7) inclusive may be pennitted in addition to the residential density, pro- 
vided that no more than four (4) residential units shall be approved per parcel. 

(b) Minimum lot size: The mimmum lot size for création of new parcels shall be six hundred forty ( 640) acres, unless a 
différent area is permitted by any B combining district, provided that it shall also meet the criteria of General Plan Policy 
AR-8C. 

(c) Minimum lot width: The minimum average lot width within each lot is one hundred twenty-flve feet (125'). 

(d) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 

(1) West of Highway I : Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet ( 1 6') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four percent (24%) 
in accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 
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(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: fifty feet (50'). 

(6) Agricuiturai structures: fifty feet (50'). However, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from coastal 
roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaciies; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1, up to a maximum of twenty-four percent 
(24%), may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet ( 1 6') above the 
corridor route grade directiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring 
properties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway I up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four percent (24%) above the corridor route grade 
directiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is 
compatible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
1, 1 980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such struc- 
tures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remode I or repair, or 
the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new défini- 
tion of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to 
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exceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Thirty fïve percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the director of the 
permit and resource management department for commercial greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard requirements: 

(1) Front yard: Ten percent (10%) of the depth of the lot, but not more than seventy-five fèet(75'). 

(2) Side yard: Ten percent (10%) of the width of the lot, but not more than twenty feet (20'). 

(3) Rearyard: Twenty feet (20'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of farm animais and 
accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel animais shall be located at least fifty feet (50') 
from the front property line, twenty feet (20') from any side or rear property line, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on 
the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20')from any exterior property 
line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same zoning 
district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average 
of the front yards of the such garages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than ten feet 
( 1 0'). Further the director of the permit and resource management department may require a use permit if the réduction might 
resuit in a traffic hazard. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces, other cantilevered portions of structures, and similar 
architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum length of the projections shall not 

occupy more than of the total length of the wall on which it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes, or landing places 

may extend six feet (6') into any required front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same zoning 
district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the 
front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of Section 26C-22(f)(5). 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot, provided that such 
building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. Such accessory buildings shall not 
be located doser than ten feet (10') to the main buildings on the same or adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3) 
shall be maintained between the wall of a pool and the rear and side property Unes, and accessory equipment (pump, filters, 
etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. 

(9) The yard requirements of ( 1 ) or (2) above may be reduced up to fifty percent (50%) for agricultural buildings and 
structures if necessary for efficient farming opération. 

(10) Additional setbacks may be required within sensitive areas, riparian corridors, scenic corridors, critical habitat 
areas, or unique features designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(g) Environmentai and Hazards Requirements. 

(1) Environmentai protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1 , Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) AU development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate site 
is available. 

(h) Access dedication. 

( 1 ) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An ofier of dedication is required if 
an access way is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description of each 
access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected even if no 
access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types ofaccess may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 
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a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
access way should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area begiiming at the bluff edge extending approxùnately twenty-five feet (25*) inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A corridor 
easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet (15') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary for the 
placements of improvements. 

(i) Design requirements: 

(1) Ail new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource reconmiendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the Coastal Administrative Manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines, 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view rating 
maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would hâve 
a more significant environmental effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article III. LEA — Land Extensive Agriculture District 

Sec. 26C-30A. Purpose. 

To enhance and protect lands best suited for permanent agricultural use and capable of relatively low production per acre 
of land; and to implement the provisions of the land extensive agriculture land use category (Section 2.7.2) of the gênerai 
plan and the policies of the agricultural resources élément. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-30. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control. 

The foUowing uses are permitted except withm a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan in which case a use permit is required. Only those uses permitted in (a) and 
(b) are considered principal permitted uses, except that additional dwellings beyond one single-family dwelling are not 
considered to principal permitted uses.. AU clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fiU or construction in association 
with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control standards, 
(a) Principal uses: 

(1) On parcels exceeding five (5) acres, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of farm animais. When such 
farming in volves animais which are continuously confined, such as veal calves, poultry, hogs and pigs, dairy cows, or similar 
livestock which may resuit in concentrations of animal waste, the use shall be subject to issuance of a zoning permit based 
upon written approval of the Sonoma County Public Health Department and the applicable régional water quality control 
board of a confined animal management plan. Horses, goats, sheep, and similar farm animais are not considered to be 
confined animais for purposes of this chapter. The plan shall include provisions for: 

a. Contaiimientof waste to the site; 

b. Reuse or disposai of waste in accordance with health and/or water quaUty régulations; 

c. Mitigation of potential water quality impacts due to surface runoff of waste; 

d. Control ofvectors; 

In the event that the confined animal use is proposed within five hundred feet (500') of a non-agricultural land use 
category, it shall require prior approval of a use permit. 

(2) On parcels of five (5) acres or less, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one of the 
foUowmg per twenty-thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

a. Five (5) hogs or pigs; 

b. One (1) horse, mule, cow, or steer; 

c. Five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais; 
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d. Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl; 

e. Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais. 

f. The above limitations may be modified by the director of the permit and resource management department 
upon submittal of a proposai statement which describes the extent of the domestic farming use and which is signed by the 
owners of ail property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property. The director of the permit and resource man- 
agement department may require the applicant to obtain a use permit if the director détermines that the project might be det- 
rimental to surrounding uses. 

g. 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are permitted without limitation of parcel size, provided that the 
parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided further a letter of project authorization is first 
submitted by the project advisor. The director of the permit and resource management department may require the applicant 
to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to surrounding uses. 

(3) Beekeeping. 

(4) The growing and harvesting bf shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and similar 
food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be permitted in 
the following areas: 

a. Within one hundred feet (1 00') from the top of the bank of the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank of designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank of designated "upland riparian corridors." 
Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in subsections (a)(4)(a) through (a)(4)(c) of this section upon approval of a man- 
agement pian which includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan 
may be approved by the director of the pennit and resource management department or by use permit pursuant to Section 
26C-3l(b)(l). 

(5) Agricultural support services involving no more than one employée and occupying no more than one half acre of 
land and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan policies AR-5c and AR-5d. Such services may include inci- 
dental sales of products related to the support service use but shall not include additional walk-in, over-the-counter retail 
sales. 

The following factors shall be considered in detemiining an agricultural support service to be "clearly subordinate to on- 
site agricultural production" as provided in above policy AR-5c: 

a. The géographie area of the lot devoted to the support service use in comparison to that remaining in agricul- 
tural production; 

b. Whether or not new structures or significant expansion of existing structures are needed to accommodate the 
support service use; 

c. The relative numberbf employées devoted to the support service use in comparison to that needed for agri- 
cultural production. 

(6) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing and similar préparation of crops which are grown on the 
site, but not including agricultural processing. 

(7) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion and incidental storage of crops which are grown or animais which 
are raised on the site. 

(8) Ranch roads. 

(b) Residential uses include the following: 

( 1 ) Single family detached dwelling unit(s) in accordance with the residential density permitted by the gênerai plan 
land use élément, or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. In the event that more than one such 
dwelling unit is placed on a single lot, the additional dwellings shall be clustered with the primary dwelling in order to 
minimize roads, drives, and utility extensions. The additional dwellings shall also be subject to design review approval. 
Thèse unit(s) may be manufactured homes, but only one may be a manufactured home without a permanent foundation. 

A manufactured home without a permanent foundation shall require prior approval of a zoning permit, notice of which 
shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to issuance, during which an appeal may be filed and processed pursuant to Sec- 
tion 26C-33 1. Issuance of the zoning permit shall be subject, at a minimum, to the following conditions: 

a. The manufactured home shall be at least twelve feet (12') in width except those that are owned and occupied 
on the effective date of this ordinance; 

b. The manufactured home shall be skirted. Ail skirting shall be of a type approved by the state of Califomia; 
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c. The manufactured home shall hâve one patio awning with a minimum dimension of nine feet by twenty feet 
(9' X 20') and either a garage, carport, or awning with a minimum dimension of ten feet by twenty feet ( 1 0' x 20') for covered 
parking; 

d. Ail manufactured home sites shall be landscaped; and 

e. The manufactured home shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the owner. 

(2) One detached farm family dwelling unit per lot provided that the following requirements are met: 

a. An agricultural easement having a term equal to the usefui life of the structure, but in no event less than 
twenty (20) years, shall be offered to the county at the time of application; 

b. A covenant shall be recorded, in a form satisfactory to county counsel, which acknowledges that, in the 
event that the agricultural use is terminated on the property, the farm family dwelling shall become a nonconforming residen- 
tial use. 

(3) One dwelling unit for full-time agricultural employées for each of the following agricultural uses conducted on 



the site: 



turkeys; 



a. At least fifty (50) mature cows or one hundred (100) beef cattle; 

b. At least twenty (20) acres of grapes, apples, pears, prunes; 

c. At least twenty thousand (20,000) broilers, fifteen thousand (1 5,000) egg-layers, or three thousand (3,000) 



d. At least two hundred fifty (250) sheep or goats, fifty (50) dairy goats or hogs; 

e. At least thirty (30) mature horses; 

f. Wholesale nurseries with a minimum of either one ( 1 ) acre of propagating greenhouse or outdoor containers 
or three (3) acres of field-grown plant materials; 

g. Any other agricultural use which the director of the permit and resource management department detemiines 
to be of the same approximate agricultural value and intensity as subsections (b)(3)(a) through (b)(3)(f) of this section. 

Said dwelling unit(s) may be conventionally built homes or manufactured homes (with or without permanent foundations) 
provided that manufactured homes without a permanent foundation shall require a zoning permit approved in the manner 
described in Section 26C-30(b)( I ). Prior to the issuance of building or zoning permits for said employée unit(s), the property 
owner shall place on file with the permit and resource management department an affidavit that said unit(s) will be used to 
house persons employed on the premises for agricultural purposes. Further, a covenant shall be recorded, in a fomi satisfac- 
tory to county counsel, which acknowledges that in the event that the agricultural use is terminated on the property, the agri- 
cultural employée dwelling shall become a nonconforming residential use. 

(4) Self-contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons solely employed on the site for agri- 
cultural purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the permit and resource management department, stating that said 
recreational vehicle and/or travel trailer will only be used to house persons solely employed on the site of a bona fide agricul- 
tural enterprise. A bona fide agricultural enterprise is defmed for this purpose as an opération which dérives its primary and 
principal income from agricultural production. The recreational vehicle or trailer shall be immediately removed from the site 
when it is no longer occupied by persons who are solely employed on the site. 

(5) Seasonal farm worker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26C-320(j). Seasonal farm worker 
housing shall also conform to such public heaith, building and fire safety criteria established by resolution or ordinance of 
the board of supervisors. 

(6) Year-round farm worker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26C-320(n). Year-round farm 
worker housing shal I also confonn to such public heaith, building, and fire safety criteria as may be established by resolution 
or ordinance of the board of supervisors. 

(7) One ( 1 ) guest house per lot. 

(8) One (1 ) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply for the sec- 
ond dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class 1 , 2 or 3 groundwater availability area. Second units 
may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only where a hydro-geotechnical report, as defined, certifies 
that the establishment and continuation of the secondary residential use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or 
cumulative groundwater availability or yield. 

(c) The following non-agricultural uses, provided that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a local need, 
avoids conflict with agricultural activities and is consistent with objective AR-4. 1 and policy AR-4a of the agricultural re- 
sources élément. 
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( 1 ) Boarding of horses which are not owned by the occupant or owner of the property subject to issuance of a zoning 
pennit, but not including shows, lessons, clinics or similar related activities. 

(2) Home occupations. 

(3) Sinall residential community care facilities. 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department wiil issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten ( 1 0) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten ( 1 0) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested per- 
son, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(5) Management of land for watershed, for fish and wildlife habitat, fish rearing ponds, hunting and fishing, where 
thèse uses are incidental to the primary use. 

(6) Small family day care. 

(7) Noncommercial kennels for up to ten (10) dogs. 

(8) Public parks which do not interfère with the primary purpose of the coastal plan land use désignation. 

(9) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior notification is 
given to the Califomia Highway Patrol and that adéquate off street parking is provided. 

( 1 0) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities which meet the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(11) Minor fi-ee-standing commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 26C-325.7, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a 
site plan and one élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 33 has been 
received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above 
article. 

( 1 2) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325.7. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a 
ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 33 has been received from any 
interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above article. 

( 1 3) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

(d) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may be con- 
structed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant parcels less than two 
(2) acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to 
an existing agricultural use. 

(e) Minor timberland conversions, subject to compliance with the requirements of Section 26C-327. 

(f) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the permit and resource management director are of a similar and 
compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-30. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(d), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 § 3(a), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5362 § 2(b), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-31. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

(1) Permitted uses listed in Section 26C-30 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill, or construction when located in a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, scenic corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Agricultural uses: 

( 1 ) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved pursuant to 
Section 26C-30(a)(4): 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank of the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 
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b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank of designated "flatland riparian con-idors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the baniv of designated "upiand riparian corridors." 

(2) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards. 

(3) Commercial mushroom farming. 

(4) Commercial stables not pennitted under Section 26C-30(c)( 1 ), riding académies, equestrian riding and driving 
clubs, and hunting clubs. 

(5) Commercial aquaculture, provided that, at a minimum, the use does not adversely affect biotic resources and 
does not take place on prime soils. 

(6) Agricultural support services with more than one ( I ) employée or occupying more than one half acre of land, but 
otherwise subject to the same criteria as Section 26C-30(a)(5). 

(7) Préparation of agricultural products which are not grown on site, processing of agricultural products of a type 
grown or produced primarily on site or in the local area, storage of agricultural products grown or processed on site, and bot- 
tling or canning of agricultural products grown or processed on site, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan 
policies AR-5e and AR-5f. 

(8) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards which serve agricultural 
production in the local area and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan policies AR-5e and AR-5f 

(9) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site. 

(10) Tasting rooms and other temporary, seasonal or year-round sales and promotion of agricultural products grown 
or processed in the county subject to the minimum criteria of gênerai plan policies AR-6d and AR-6g. This subsection shall 
not be interpreted so as to require a use permit for uses allowed by Section 26C-30(a)(7). 

(11) Promotional or marketing accormnodations for private guests, provided that the use, at a minimum, meets ail of 
the following criteria: 

a. The use promotes or markets agricultural products grown or processed on the site; 

b. The scale of the use is appropriate to the production and/or processing use on the site; 

c. The use compiles with gênerai plan policies AR-6d and AR-6g; 

d. No commercial use of private guest accommodations is allowed. 

(12) Dwelling unit(s) for fiill time agricultural employées which are transfened from another lot within this district 
and which is under the same ownership as the subject property. The other lot need not be a lot within the coastal zone. The 
number of units allowed shall be determined by the standards in Section 26C-30(b)(3). The units shall be located on the re- 
ceiving parcel such that they are doser to the primary dwelling unit than to the property line. 

(13) Farm labor camps not permitted by Section 26C-30(b). 

(c) The following nonagricultural uses, provided that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a local need, 
avoids conflict with agricultural activities and is consistent with objective AR-4.1 and policy AR-4a of the agricultural re- 
sources élément. 

(1) Game préserves and refuges. 

(2) Public schools, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General Plan Policy LU-6e. 

(3) Private nursery, primary or secondary schools, and churches subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General 
Plan Policy LU-6f 

(4) Campgrounds with a maximum of thirty (30) sites provided that the subject area is not under a Williamson Act 
contract, and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General Plan Policy AR-6e. 

(5) Cemeteries. 

(6) Private landing strips. 

(7) One ( 1 ) bed and breakfast inn, of five (5) or fewer rooms per définition, on land not under Williamson Act con- 
tract and subject to design review. Article XXIX, or Landmarks Commission Article 24, and subject, at a minimum, to the 
criteria of General Plan Policy AR-6e. No restaurant is permitted, food service is limited to breakfast served to inn guests 
only, and ail public health requirements must be met. No accessory structures shall be used for rental occupancy. A bed and 
breakfast inn shall hâve an owner and/or operator in résidence within the structure. Nonamplified music lawn parties, wed- 
dings or similar outdoor activities may be allowed where specifically included in the use permit. A bed and breakfast inn is 
ancillary to the agricultural use. Before a use permit is granted, a finding must be made and conditioning must insure that the 
bed and breakfast use is not detrimental to surrounding agricultural opérations. 

(8) Guest ranches and country inns not exceeding thùty (30) units and which are not located within designated vil- 
lage commercial areas in the coastal plan and further provided that any use permit granted to an operator of a guest ranch/inn 
to serve food to other than ovemight guests is subject to the following limitations: 
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a. Dining for other than overnight guests may be allowed only in conjunction with a guest ranch/inn with a 
minimum of six (6) overnight guest rooms; 

b. The number of overnight rooms plus the number of outside dining patrons cannot exceed thirty (30); 

c. The number of outside dining guests allowed will be determined at the time of use permit considération 
based on the formula list in subsection b above. Guest ranch/inn proprietors may serve one ( I ) meal only per day to the es- 
tablished allowable number of outside patrons. Such dining arrangements must be made by réservation only; 

d. Dining for other than overnight guests may be allowed only in conjunction with guest ranches/inns located 
east of Highway 1. 

e. Advertising of dining facilities to serve patrons other than overnight guests at guest ranches/inns shall be 
prohibited. 

f. Approved on-site signs for guest ranches/inns may include no référence to dining facilities. 

g. Nonamplified music, lawn parties, weddings or similar activities may be allowed where specifically in- 
cluded in the use permit. 

(9) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution Unes and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted), including but not Jimited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, and related parking lots 
which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(10) Intermediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities subject at aminimum to the ap- 
plicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(11) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 1 2) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

( 1 3) Application of sludge from wastewater treatment plants to agricultural land subject, at a minimum, to the crite- 
ria of gênerai plan policies PF-2q and PF-2r. 

(14) Art studios and arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. A use permit for such uses may be 
granted only when the use is conducted within an existing abandoned agricultural building feasible for such use. 

(15) Granges and similar community service facilities which do not adversely impact agriculture in the area. 

(16) Large residential community care facility. 

(17) Day care center. 

(18) Large family day care. 

(1 9) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year. 

(20) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(d) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-3 1. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(e), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 
§ 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(i), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-32. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Density: Residential density shall be between sixty (60) and three hundred twenty (320) acres per dwelling unit as 
shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. However, 
dwelling units described in Sections 26C-30(b)(2) through (7) inclusive, may be permitted in addition to the residential den- 
sity, provided that no more than four residential units shall be approved per parcel. 

(b) Minimum lot size: The minimum lot size for création of new parcels shall be six hundred forty (640) acres, unless a 
différent area is provided by a B combining district, provided that it shall also meet the criteria of gênerai plan policies AR- 
8c and AR-3b. 

(c) Minimum lot width: The minimum average lot width within each lot is one hundred twenty-five feet (125'). 

(d) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 
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( 1 ) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet ( 1 6'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet ( 1 6') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four percent (24%) 
in accordance with subsection (d)(7) of this section. 

(4) East of Highway I and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway I and not visible from designated scenic roads: fifty feet (50'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: fifty feet (50'). However, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from coastal 
roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1, up to a maximum of twenty-four percent 
(24%), may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (16') above the 
corridor route grade directiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring 
properties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body fmds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four percent (24%) above the corridor route grade 
directiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is 
compatible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be folio wed. 

(9) A légal single faraily dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
1 , 1 980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such struc- 
tures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or 
the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new défini- 
tion of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent ( 1 0%) of floor area and not to ex- 
ceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Thirty five percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the director of the 
permit and resource management department for commercial greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard requirements: 

(1) Front yard: Ten percent (10%) of the depth of the lot but not more than seventy-five feet percent (75%). 

(2) Side yard: Ten percent (10%) of the width of the lot, but not more than twenty feet (20'). 

(3) Rear yard: Twenty feet (20'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of farm animais and 
accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel animais shall be located at least fifty feet (50') 
from the front property line, twenty feet (20') from any side or rear property line, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on 
the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any exterior prop- 
erty line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same 
zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the 
average of the front yards of the such garages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than 
ten feet ( 1 0'). Further the director of the pennit and resource management department may require a use pennit if the réduc- 
tion might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces, other cantilevered portions of structures, and similar archi- 
tectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum length of the projections shall not occupy 

more than of the total length of the wall on which it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes or landing places may 

extend six feet (6') into any required front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 
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(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same zoning 
district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the 
front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of Section 26C-32(f)(5). 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot, provided that such 
building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. Such accessory buildings shall not 
be located doser than ten feet (10') to the main buildings on the same or adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') 
shall be maintained between the wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and accessory equipment (pump, filters, 
etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions). Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. 

(9) The yard requirements of subsections ( 1 ) or (2) above may be reduced up to fifty percent (50%) for agricultural 
buildings and structures if necessary for efficient farming opération. 

( 1 0) Additional setbacks may be required within sensitive areas, riparian corridors, scenic corridors, critical habitat 
areas, or unique features designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, 
(g) Environmental and Hazards Requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 21, Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identifîed "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) AU development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(h) Access Dedication. 

(1) Each permit niust conform tô Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is 
required if an access way is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description 
of each access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected 
even if no access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two (2) types ofaccess may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the fïrst public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
access way should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

(i) Design requirements: 

( 1 ) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view 
rating maps on fUe in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 
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Article IV. DA — Diverse Agriculture District. 

Sec. 26C-40A. Purpose. 

To enhance and protect those land areas where soil, climate, and water conditions support farming but where small 
acreage intensive farming and peut-time farming activities £ire prédominant, but where feirming may not be the principal 
occupation of the farmer; and to implement the provisions of the diverse agriculture land use category (Section 2.7.3) of the 
gênerai plan and the policies of the agricultural resource élément. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C^0. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The foUowing uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plein or coastal plan in which case a use permit is required. Only those uses permitted in (a) and (b) 
are considered principal permitted uses, except that additional dwellings beyond one single-family dwelling are not 
considered to be principal permitted uses. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction in association 
with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control standards, 
(a) Principal uses: 

(1) On parcels exceeding five (5) acres, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of farm animais. When such 
farming in volves animais which are continuously confined, such as veal calves, poultry, hogs and pigs, dairy cows, or similar 
livestock which may resuit in concentrations of animal waste, the use shall be subject to issuance of a zoning permit based 
upon written approval of the Sonoma County Public Health Department and the applicable régional water quality control 
board of a confined animal management plan. Horses, goats, sheep, and sùnilar farm jmimals are not considered to be 
confined animais for purposes of this chapter. The plan shall include provisions for: 

a. Containmentof waste to the site; 

b. Reuse or disposai of waste in accordance with health and/or water quality régulations; 

c. Mitigation of potential water quality impacts due to surface runoffof waste; 

d. Control of vectors. 

In the event that the confined animal use is proposed within five hundred feet (500') of a non-agricultural land use 
category, it shall require prior approval of a use permit. 

(2) On parcels of five (5) acres or less, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one of the 
foUowing per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

(a) Five (5) hogs or pigs; 

(b) One (1) horse, mule, cow or steer; 

(c) Five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais; 

(d) Fifty (50) chickens or sùnilar fowl; 

(e) Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais; 

(f) The above limitations may be modified by the director of the permit and resource management department 
upon submittal of a proposai statement which describes the extent of the domestic farming use and which is signed by the 
owners of ail property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property. The director of the permit and resource 
management department may require the applicant to obtain a use permit if the director détermines that the project might be 
detrimental to surrounding uses; 

(g) 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are permitted without limitation of parcel size, provided that the 
parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided further a letter of project authorization is first 
submitted by the project advisor. The director of the permit and resource management department may require the applicant 
to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to surrounding uses. 

(3) Beekeeping. 

(4) The growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fiiiits, vegetables, hay, grain, and similar 
food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be permitted in 
the foUowing areas: 

(a) Within one hundred feet (100') fi-om the top of the bank of the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

(b) Within fifty feet (50') fi-om the top of the bank of designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

(c) Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank of designated "upland riparian corridors." 
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Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in subsections (a) through (c) above upon approval of a management plan which 
includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by 
the director of the permit and resource management department or by use permit pursuant to Section 26C-4 1 (b)( I ). 

(5) Agricultural support services involving no more than one employée and occupying no more than one half acre of 
land and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan policies AR-5c and AR-5d. Such services may include inci- 
dental sales of products related to the support service use but shall not include additional walk-in, over-the-counter retail 
sales. 

The following factors shall be considered in determining an agricultural support service to be "clearly subordinate to on- 
site agricultural production" as provided in above policy AR-5c: 

a. The géographie area of the lot devoted to the support service use in comparison to that remaining in agricul- 
tural production; 

b. Whether or not new structures or significant expansion of existing structures are needed to accommodate the 
support service use; 

c. The relative number of employées devoted to the support service use in comparison to that needed for agri- 
cultural production; 

(6) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing and similar préparation of crops which are grown on the 
site, but not including agricultural processing; 

(7) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion and incidental storage of crops which are grown or animais which 
are raised on the site; 

(8) Ranch roads. 

(b) Residential uses include the following: 

( 1 ) Single-family detached dwelling unit(s) in accordance with the residential density pemiitted by the General Plan 
land use élément or pennitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. In the event that more than one ( I ) 
such dwelling unit is placed on a single lot, the additional dwellings shall be clustered with the primary dwelling in order to 
minimize roads, drives, and utility extensions. The additional dwellings shall aiso be subject to design review approval. 
Thèse unit(s) may be manufactured homes, but only one ( 1 ) may be a manufactured home without a permanent foundation. 

A manufactured home without a permanent foundation shall require prior approval of a zoning permit notice of which 
shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to issuance, during which an appeal may be filed and processed pursuant to Sec- 
tion 26C-332. Issuance of the zoning permit shall be subject, at a minimum, to the following conditions: 

a. The manufactured home shall be at least twelve feet ( 12') in width except those that are owned and occupied 
on the effective date of this ordinance; 

b. The manufactured home shall be skirted. Ail skirting shall be of a type approved by the state of Califomia; 

c. The manufactured home shall hâve one patio awning with a minimum dimension of nine feet by twenty feet 
(9' X 20') and either a garage, carport, or awning with a minimum dimension of ten feet by twenty feet (1 0' x 20') for covered 
parking; 

d. Ail manufactured home sites shall be landscaped; and 

e. The manufactured home shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the owner. 

(2) One (1) dwelling unit for full-time agricultural employées for each of the following agricultural uses conducted 



on the site: 



a. At least fifty (50) mature cows or one hundred (100) beef cattle; 

b. At least twenty (20) acres of grapes, apples, pears, prunes; 

c. At least twenty thousand (20,000) broilers, fifteen thousand ( 1 5,000) egg-layers, or three thousand (3,000) 



turkeys; 



d. At least two hundred fifty (250) sheep or goats, fifty (50) dairy goats or hogs; 

e. At least thirty (30) mature horses; 

f. Wholesale nurseries with a minimum of either one ( 1 ) acre of propagating greenhouse or outdoor containers 
or three (3) acres of field-grown plant materials; 

g. Any other agricultural use which the director of the permit and resource management department detemiines 
to be of the same approximate agricultural value and intensity as subsections (a) through (f) above. 

Said dwelling unit(s) may be conventionally built homes or manufactured homes (with or without permanent foundations) 
provided that manufactured homes without a permanent foundation shall require a zoning permit approved in the manner 
described in Section 26C-40(b)( I ). Prior to the issuance of building or zoning permits for said employée unit(s), the property 
owner shall place on file with the permit and resource management department an affidavit that said unit(s) will be used to 
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house persons employée! on the premises for agricultural purposes. Further, a covenant shall be recorded, in a fonn satisfac- 
tory to county counsel, which acknowledges that in the event that the agricultural use is tenninated on the property, the agri- 
cultural employée dwelling shall become a nonconforming residential use. 

(3) Self-contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons solely employed on the site for agri- 
cultural purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the permit and resource management department, stating that said 
recreational vehicle and/or travel trailer will only be used to house persons solely employed on the site of a bona fide agricul- 
tural enterprise. A bona fide agricultural enterprise is defmed for this purpose as an opération which dérives its primaiy and 
principal income from agricultural production. The recreational vehicle or trailer shall be immediately removed from the site 
when it is no longer occupied by persons who are solely employed on the site. 

(4) Seasonal farm worker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26C-320(j). Seasonal farni worker 
housing shall also conform to such public health, building and fire safety criteria as may be established by resolution or ordi- 
nance of the board of supervisors. 

(5) Year-round farm worker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26C-320(n). Year-round farm 
worker housing shall also confonn to such public health, building, and fire safety criteria as may be estabhshed by resolution 
or ordinance of the board of supervisors. 

(6) One (1) guest house per lot. 

(7) One (1) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply for the sec- 
ond dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class 1, 2 or 3 groundwater availability area. Second units 
may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only where a hydro-geotechnical report, as defmed, certifies 
that the establishment and continuation of the secondary residential use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or 
cumulative groundwater availability or yield. 

(c) The following non-agricultural uses, provided that the applicant must demonstrate that the use meets a local need, 
avoids conflict with agricultural activities and is consistent with objective AR-4.1 and policy AR-4a of the agricultural re- 
sources élément. 

(1 ) Boarding of horses which are not owned by the occupant or owner of the propeity subject to issuance of a zoning 
permit, but not including shows, lessons, clinics or similar related activities. 

(2) Home occupations. 

(3) Small residential community care facilities. 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten ( 1 0) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26-33 1 has been received from any interested person, 
and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building inspec- 
tion and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1. 

(5) Management of land for watershed, for fish and wildlife habitat, fish rearing ponds, hunting and fishing, where 
thèse uses are incidental to the primary use. 

(6) Small family day care. 

(7) Non-commercial kennels for up to ten (10) dogs. 

(8) Public parks which do not interfère with the primary purpose of the coastal plan land use désignation. 

(9) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior notification is 
given to the Califomia Highway Patrol and that adéquate off street parking is provided. 

(10) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities which meet the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325(7). 

(1 1 ) Minor free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 26C-325(7), and subject to approval of a zoning perniit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a 
site plan and one élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the pemiit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 47 has been 
received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above 
article. 

(12) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325(7). Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a 
ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
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ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 47 has been received from any 
interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shail be held pursuant to the above article. 

( 1 3) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

(d) Minor timberland conversions, subject to compliance with requirements of Section 26C-327. 

(e) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the pennitted uses. Accessory buildings may be con- 
structed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant parcels less than two 
(2) acres, accessoiy buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to 
an existing agricultural use. 

(f) Other nom'esidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-40. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(f), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 
§ 3(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(c), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-41. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

(1) Pennitted uses listed in Section 26C-40 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill, or construction when located in a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, scenic corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Agricultural uses: 

( 1 ) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved pursuant to 
Section 26C-40(a)(4): 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 

(2) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards. 

(3) Commercial mushroom farming. 

(4) Commercial stables not permitted under Section 26C-4 1 (c)(l), riding académies, equestrian riding and driving 
clubs, and hunting clubs. 

(5) Commercial aquaculture, provided that, at a minimum, the use does not adversely affect biotic resources and 
does not take place on prime soils. 

(6) Agricultural support services with more than one (1) employées or occupying more than one half acre of land, 
but otherwise subject to the same criteria as Section 26C-40(a)(5). 

(7) Préparation of agricultural products which are not grown on site, processing of agricultural products of a type 
grown or produced primarily on site or in the local area, storage of agricultural products grown or processed on site, and bot- 
tling or canning of agricultural products grown or processed on site, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan 
policies AR-5e and AR-5f 

■ (8) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards which serve agricultural 
production in the local area and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan policies AR-5e and AR-5f 

(9) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site. 

( 1 0) Tasting rooms and other temporary, seasonal or year-round sales and promotion of agricultural products grown 
r processed in the county subject to the minimum criteria of gênerai plan policies AR-6d and AR-6g. This subsection shall 
not be interpreted so as to require a use permit for uses allowed by Section 26C-40(a)(7). 

(11) Promotional or marketing accommodations for private guests, provided that the use, at a minimum, meets ail of 
the following criteria: 

a. The use promotes or markets agricultural products grown or processed on the site. 

b. The scale of the use is appropriate to the production and/or processing use on the site. 

c. The use compiles with gênerai plan policies AR-6d and AR-6g. 

d. No commercial use of private guest accommodations is allowed. 

(12) Dwelling unit(s) for full time agricultural employées which are transferred from another lot within this district 
and which are under the same ownership as the subject property. The other lot need not be a lot within the coastal zone. The 
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nuinber of units allowed shall be determined by the standards in Section 26C-40(b)(2). The units shail be located on the re- 
ceiving parce! such that tiiey are doser to the primary dwelling unit than to the property line. 

(13) Farm labor camps not permitted by Section 26C-40(b)(c). 
(c) The following nonagricultural uses, provided that the appMcant must demonstrate that the use meets a local need, 
avoids conflict with agriculturai activities and is consistent with objective AR-4. 1 and Policy AR-4a of the agricultural re- 
sources élément. 

( 1 ) Game préserves and refuges. 

(2) Public schools, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General Plan Policy LU-6e. 

(3) Private nursery, primary or secondary schools, and churches subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General 
Plan Policy LU-6f 

(4) Campgrounds with a maximum of thirty (30) sites provided that the subject area is not under a Williamson Act 
contract and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General Plan Policy AR-6e. 

(5) Cemeteries. 

(6) Private landing strips. 

(7) One bed and breakfast inn, of five or fewer rooms per définition, on land not under Williamson Act contract and 
subject to design review. Article XXIX, or landmarks commission, Article 24, and subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of 
General Plan Policy AR-6e. No restaurant is permitted, food service is limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and ail 
public heaith requirements must be met. No accessory structures shall be used for rental occupancy . A bed and breakfast inn 
shall hâve an owner and/or operator in résidence within the structure. Nonamplified music lawn parties, weddings or similar 
outdoor activities may be allowed where specifically included in the use permit. A bed and breakfast inn is ancillary to the 
agricultural use. Before a use permit is granted, a finding must be made and conditioning must insure that the bed and break- 
fast use is not detrimental to surrounding agricultural opérations. 

(8) Guest ranches and country inns not exceeding thirty (30) units and which are not located within designated vil- 
lage commercial areas in the coastal plan and further provided that any use permit granted to an operator of a guest ranch/inn 
to serve food to other than ovemight guests is subject to the following limitations: 

a. Dining for other than overnight guests may be allowed only in conjunction with a guest ranch/inn with a 
minimum of six (6) ovemight guest rooms. 

b. The number of ovemight rooms plus the number of outside dining patrons cannot exceed thirty (30). 

c. The number of outside dining guests allowed will be determined at the time of use permit considération 
based on the formula list in subsection b above. Guest ranch/inn proprietors may serve one ( I ) meal only per day to the es- 
tablished allowable number of outside patrons. Such dining arrangements must be made by réservation only. 

d. Dining for other than overnight guests may be allowed only in conjunction with guest ranches/inns located 
east of Highway 1. 

e. Advertising of dining facilities to serve patrons other than ovemight guests at guest ranches/inns shall be 
prohibited. 

f. Approved on-site signs for guest ranches/inns may include no référence to dining facilities. 

g. Nonamplified music lawn parties, weddings or similar outdoor activities may be allowed where specifically 
included in the use permit. 

(9) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommunica- 
tions facilities excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, small 
power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, and related parking lots which, 
at a minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(1 0) Intennediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minhnum to the ap- 
plicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7 

(11) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7 

( 1 2) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compafible with surrounding land uses. 

(13) Application of sludge from wastewater treatment plants to agricultural land subject, at a minimum, to the crite- 
ria of gênerai plan policies PF-2q and PF-2r. 

( 1 4) Art studios and arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. A use pemiit for such uses may be 
granted only when the use is conducted within an existing abandoned agricultural building feasible for such use. 

(15) Granges and similar community service facilities which do not adversely impact agriculture in the area. 
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( 1 6) Large residential community care facility. 

( 1 7) Day care center. 

( 1 8) Large family day care. 

(19) Commercial wood yards, including wood splitting. 

(20) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year. 

(2 1 ) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(d) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-40. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(g), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 
§ 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(k), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 200 L) 

Sec. 26C-42. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Density: Residential density shall be between ten ( 1 0) and sixty (60) acres per dwelling unit as shown in the gênerai 
plan land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. However, dwelling units de- 
scribed in Section 26C-40(b)(2) through (b)(7), inclusive may be permitted in addition to the residential density, provided 
that no more than four residential units shall be approved per parcel. 

(b) Minimum lot size; The minimum lot size for création of new parcels shall be one hundred sixty ( 1 60) acres, unless a 
différent area is permitted by a B combining district. 

(c) Minimum lot width: The minimum average lot width within each lot is one hundred twenty-five feet (125'). 

(d) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 

(1 ) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet ( 1 6'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet ( 1 6') height limit except that in major developments up to fïfteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway I and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are twenty 
four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Fifty feet (50'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Fifty feet (50'). However, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from coastal 
roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this Article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet ( 1 6') above the corridor 
route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring proper- 
ties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than twenty four feet (24') above the corridor route grade di- 
rectly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is com- 
patible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
1 , 1 980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such struc- 
tures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or 
the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 
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Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with tiie new défini- 
tion of height measureinent as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (1 0%) of floor area and not to ex- 
ceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Thiity fïve percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the director of the 
permit and resource management department for commercial greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard requirements: 

(1) Ten percent (10%) of the depth of the lot but not more than seventy-five feet (75'). 

(2) Side yard: Ten percent (10%) of the width of the lot, but not more than twenty feet (20'). 

(3) Rear yard: Twenty feet (20'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of farm animais and 
accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel animais shall be located at least fifty feet (50') 
from the front property line, twenty feet (20') from any side or rear property Une, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on 
the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') fi-om any exterior prop- 
erty line, except that where twenty-fïve percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same 
zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the 
average of the front yards of the such garages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than 
ten feet (10'). Further the director of the pennit and resource management department may require a use pennit if the réduc- 
tion might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces, other cantilevered portions of structures, and similar archi- 
tectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum length of the projections shall not occupy 

more than of the total length of the wall on which it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes, or landing places may 

extend six feet (6') into any required front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-fi ve percent (25%)) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same zoning dis- 
trict hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the front 
yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of Section 26C-42(f)(5). 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot, provided that such 
building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%)) of the width of any rear yard. Such accessory buildings shall not 
be located doser than ten feet (1 0') to the main buildings on adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools 
may occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained 
between the wall of a pool and the rear and side property Unes, and accessory equipment (pump, filters, etc.) shall be exempt 
from setback restrictions). Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. 

(9) The yard requirements of subsection (f)(l) or (2) of this section may be reduced up to fifty percent (50%) for 
agricultural buildings and structures if necessary for efficient farming opération. 

( 1 0) Additional setbacks may be required within sensitive areas, riparian corridors, scenic corridors, critical habitat 
areas, or unique features designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(g) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastail plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 21, Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the General Plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty (30%) percent, unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 
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(h) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is 
required if an access way is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description 
of each access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected 
even if no access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types of access maybe required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-fîve feet (25') wide 
access way should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

(i) Design requirements: 
( 1 ) Ail new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the Coastal Administrative Manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view 
rating maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental efifect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Article V. RRD — Resources and Rural Development. 

Sec. 26C-50A. Purpose. 

To implement the provisions of the resources and rural development land use category (Section 2.8.1) of the gênerai plan, 
namely to provide protection of lands needed for commercial timber production, geothermal production, aggregate resources 
production; lands needed for protection of watershed, fish and wildlife habitat, biotic resources, and for agricultural 
production activities that are not subject to ail of the policies contained in the agricultural resources élément of the gênerai 
plan. The resources and rural development district is also intended to allow very low density residential development and 
recreational and visitor-serving uses where compatible with resource use and available public services. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 
2001) 

Sec. 26C-50. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The folio wing uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, area of critical habitat, or a unique 
feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan in which case a use permit is required. Only those uses permitted in 
subsections (a) and (b) are considered principal permitted uses, except that additional dwellings beyond one single- family 
dwelling are not considered to be principal permitted uses. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or 
construction in association with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control standards, 
(a) Principal uses: 

(1) On parcels of five (5) acres or less, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one of the 
following per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

a. Five (5) hogs or pigs; 

b. One(l)horse, mule, cow, orsteer; 

c. Five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais; 

d. Fifty (50) chickens or simDar fowl; 

e. Fifly (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais; 
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f. The above limitations may be modifiée! by the director of the permit and resource management department 
upon submittal of a proposai statement which describes the extent of the domestic farming use and which is signed by the 
owners of ail property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property. The director of the permit and resource 
management department may require the applicant to obtain a use permit if the director détermines that the project might be 
detrimental to surrounding uses. 

g. 4-H £ind FF A animal husbandry projects are permitted without limitation of parcel size, provided that the 
parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided fiirther a letter of project authorization is first 
submitted by the project advisor. The director of the permit and resource management department may require the applicant 
to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to surrounding uses. 

(2) On parcels exceeding five (5) acres: Raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of horses, cattle, sheep, goats, 
and similar animais. 

(3) Boarding of horses which are not owned by the occupant or owner of the property subject to issuance of a 
zoning permit, but not including shows, lessons, clinics or similar, related activities. 

(4) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, finits, vegetables, hay, grain, and 
similar food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be 
permitted in the foUowing areas: 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty (50') fi-om the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-fîve (25') fi"om the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 
Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in subsections a. through c. above upon approval of a management plan which 

includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by 
the director of the permit and resource management department or by use permit pursuant to Section 26C-50(b)(3). 

(5) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, finits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fiber crops, provided that the greenhouse or similar structure for indoor growing is less than one thousand 
(1,000) square feet. 

(6) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing, or similar préparation of crops which are grown on the 
site, but not including agricultural processing. 

(7) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion, and incidental storage, of crops or fiiel wood which are grown on 
the site. 

(8) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion of livestock which hâve been raised on the site. 

(9) Management of lands and forests for the use of commercial production and harvest of trees, including 
controUed bums. 

(10) Removal of timber and fiiel wood, including uses integrally related to growing, harvesting, and on-site 
processing of forest products including, but not limited to roads, log landings, log storage areas, and incidental logging 
camps. 

(11) Timber management, including planting, raising, harvesting and incidental milling for non-commercial 
purposes of trees and logs for lumber or fiiel woods, subject to requirements of Califomia Department of Forestry and Pire 
Protection. 

(12) Contractor equipment storage incidental to the on-site growing and harvesting of forest products, including 
parking, repairing and storage of equipment so used. Construction of permanent structures will be subject to Article XXIX 
(Design Review). 

(13) Management of land for watershed, for fish and wildlife habitat, fish rearing ponds, huntmg and fishing, 
beekeeping and grazing, where thèse uses are incidental to the primary use. 

(14) Beekeeping. 

(b) Residential uses include the following: 

( 1 ) Single family detached dwelling units in accordance with the residential density shown in the gênerai plan land 
use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. In the event that more than one (1) such 
dwelling unit is placed on a single lot, the additional dwellmgs shall be clustered with the primary dwelling in order to 
minimize roads, drives, and utility extensions. The additional dwellings shall also be subject to design review approval. 
Thèse unit(s) may be manufactured homes, but only one (1 ) may be a manufactured home without a permanent foundation. 
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A manufacturée! home without a permanent foundation shall require prior approval of a zoning permit notice of which siiall 
be posted at least ten (10) days prior to issuance, during which an appeal may be filed and processed pursuant to Section 
26C-33 1 . Issuance of the zoning permit shall be subject, at a minimum, to the following conditions: 

a. The manufactured home shall be at least twelve feet ( 1 2') in width except those that are owned and occupied 
on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter; 

b. The manufactured home shall be skirted. Ail skirting shall be of a type approved by the state of Califomia; 

c. The manufactured home shall hâve one patio awning with a minimum dimension of eight feet by twenty feet 
(8' X 20') and either a garage, carport, or awning with a minimum dimension of ten feet by twenty feet ( 1 0' x 20') for covered 
parking; 

d. AH manufactured home sites shall be landscaped; 

e. The manufactured home shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the owner. 

(2) One manufactured home for the housing of full-time agricultural employées may be pennitted in the same man- 
ner provided in Section 26-50(b)(l) for each of the following agricultural uses conducted on the site: 

a. at least fifty (50) mature cows or one hundred (100) beef cattle; 

b. at least twenty (20) acres of grapes, apples, pears, prunes; 

c. at least twenty thousand (20,000) broilers, fifteen thousand (15,000) egg-layers, or three thousand (3,000) 
turkeys; 

d. at least two hundred fifty (250) sheep or goats, fifty (50) dairy goats or hogs; 

e. at least thirty (30) mature horses; 

f Wholesale nurseries with a minimum of either one ( 1 ) acre of propagating greenhouse or outdoor containers 
or three (3) acres of fleld-grown plant materials; 

g. Any other agricultural use which the director of the permit and resource management department détermines 
to be of the same approximate agricultural value and intensity as subsections (2)(a) through (f) above. 

Prior to issuance of zoning permits for such manufactured homes, the property owner shall place on file with the permit 
and resource management department an affidavit that said manufactured home(s) will be used to house persons employed 
on the premises for agricultural purposes and that the manufactured home(s) will be immediately removed from the site 
when said persons are no longer employed on the premises. 

(3) Self-contained recreational vehicles and/or travel tràilers to house persons solely employed on the site for agri- 
cultural or resource-related purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the permit and resource management department, stating that said 
recreational vehicle and/or travel trailer will only be used to house persons solely employed on the site of a bona fide agricul- 
tural enterprise. A bona fide agricultural enterprise is defined for this purpose as an opération which dérives its primary and 
principal income from agricultural production. The recreational vehicle or trailer shall be immediately removed from the site 
when it is no longer occupied by persons who are solely employed on the site. 

(4) Seasonal farm worker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26C-320(i). Seasonal fami worker 
housing shall also conform to public such public health, building and fire safety criteria as may be established by resolution 
or ordinance of the board of supervisors. 

(5) One (1 ) guest house per lot. 

(6) One ( 1 ) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply for the sec- 
ond dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class 1 , 2 or 3 groundwater availability area. Second un its 
may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only where a hydro-geotechnical report, as defmed, certifies 
that the establishment and continuation of the secondary residential use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or 
cumulative groundwater availability or yield. 

(c) Other uses, unless such uses are in conflict with agriculture or timber production: 

(1) Geotechnical studies involving no grading or construction of new roads or pads. 

(2) Home occupations. 

(3) Small residential community care facility. 

(4) Small family day care. 

(5) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26C- 
325.3. 

(6) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten ( 1 0) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten ( 1 0) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested per- 
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son, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(7) Noncominercial kennels for up to ten ( 1 0) dogs. 

(8) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior notification is 
given to the Califomia Highway Patrol and that adéquate off street parking is provided. 

(9) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(10) Minorfree-standing commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 26C-325.7, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a 
site plan and one (I) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the 
subject property at least ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 33 has 
been received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the 
above article. 

(11) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325.7. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a 
ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 33 has been received from any 
interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above article. 

(12) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may be 
constructed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant parcels less than 
two acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to 
an existing agricultural use. 

(13) Minor timberland conversions, subject to compliance with requirements of Section 26C-327. 

(14) Ranch roads. 

( 1 5) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

(16) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management depart- 
ment are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-50. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(h), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5429 § 3(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(d), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-51 . Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses. 

(1 ) Pennitted uses listed in Section 26C-50 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Resource management uses. 

(1 ) Farm labor camps not permitted by Section 26C-50(b). 

(2) The raising, feeding, maintaining, and breeding of pouitry, fowl, rabbits, fiir-bearing animais, or animais such as 
veal calves, dairy cows, pigs, hogs, and the like, which are continuously confmed in and around bams, corrals and similar 
areas for other than domestic purposes. Incidental processing and temporaiy or seasonal sales and promotion of such animais 
which are raised on site. This subsection shall not be interpreted so as to require a use pennit for animais allowed by Section 
26C-50(a). 

(3) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas for which a management plan has not been approved pursuant to 
Section 26C-50(a)(4): 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 

(4) Indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and similar 
food and fiber crops in greenhouses or similar structures of one thousand (1,000) square feet or more. 

(5) Processing of any agricultural product of a type grown or produced on site or in the immédiate area, storage of agricul- 
tural products grown or processed on site, and bottling or canning of any agricultural product grown or processed on site. 
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(6) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards. 

(7) Commercial aquaculture, provided that, at a minimum, the use does not adversely affect biotic resources and 
does not take place on prime soils. 

(8) Commercial wood yards, including wood splitting and sales of off-site fuel woods. 

(9) Contractor equipment storage for off-site growing and harvesting of forest products, including packing, repairing 
and storage of equipment so used. Construction of permanent structures will be subjectto Article XXIX (Design Review). 

(10) Commercial mushroom farming. 

(11) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards, which serve agricultural 
production in the immédiate area. 

(12) Lumber, planing, and logging mills, mi H ponds and associated uses. 

(1 3) The development of natural resources with appurtenant structures, including exploration and development of 
geothermal resources, oil and gas wells, and biomass energy projects. Geothermal energy wells, pipelines, transmission fa- 
cilities, and associated grading and construction, when conducted within the primary KGRA. Fiardrock quarry opérations 
may be permitted only if they meet the criteria below: 

a. The opération is consistent with the purpose(s) of the resources and rural development district. 

b. The opération involves fïve (5) acres of land or less. 

c. The opération results in armual production of five thousand (5,000) cubic yards or less. 

d. The quarry does not include crushing, screening, or batching opérations. 

e. The opération is subject to payment of fées and other mitigation measures as may be found consistent with 
the aggregate resources management plan. 

f The opération must hâve an approved réclamation plan. 

g. The opération is located at least four (4) miles from the nearest approved source of aggregate materials. 
Other aggregate mining opérations are not permitted uniess excepted by Section 26A-05-010 of the Sonoma County 
Code. 

( 1 4) One manufactured home for the housing of full-time employées of resource related uses conducted on the site, 
(c) Other uses, uniess such uses are in conflict with agriculture or timber production. 

(1) Game préserves and refuges. 

(2) Geotechnical studies which involve grading or construction of open roads or pads. 

(3) Home occupations with one ( 1 ) nonresident employée, but which otherwise meet the définition of home occupa- 
tion in Section 26C-12. 

(4) Noncommercial clubs and lodges, golf courses, and driving ranges, but not including miniature golf courses. 

(5) Public schools subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General Plan Policy LU-6e. 

(6) Private nursery, primary or secondary schools and churches subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General Plan 
Policy LU-6f. 

(7) Commercial and industrial uses permitted under Section 26-50 which involve significant quantities (over 100 
kg/month) of hazardous materials as defined by Title 22, CAC. 

(8) Private landing strips. 

(9) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums, and crématoriums. 

( 1 0) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted) including, but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power and transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, and parking lots which, at a 
minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(11) Intermediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities subject at aminimum to the ap- 
plicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 1 2) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(13) Large residential community care facility. 

( 1 4) Day care center. 

(15) Large family day care. 

( 1 6) Bed and breakfast inn of five (5) or fewer rooms, per définition, subject to design review, Article XXIX (Land- 
marks Commission); and Article 24. No restaurant is permitted, food service is limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, 
and ail public heaith requirements must be met. No accessory structures shall be used for rental occupancy. A bed and break- 
fast inn shall hâve an owner and/or operator in résidence within the structure. Nonamplified music lawn parties, weddings or 
similar outdoor activities may be allowed where specifically included in the use permit. 
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( 1 7) Application of municipal sludge, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan policies PF-2q and PF- 
2r. 

(18) Art studios, arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. Such uses may be permitted only 
when conducted within an existing building. 

(19) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year. 

(20) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site. 

(21) Tasting rooms for agricultural products which are grown or processed on site. 

(22) Veterinary clinics for farm animais and livestock, but not for companion and exotic animais. 

(23) Commercial stables not permitted under Section 26C-50(a)(3), riding académies, equestrian riding and driving 
clubs, and hunting clubs. 

(24) Recreational vehicle parks, tent camps or campgrounds, lodging and other recreational or visitor serving uses 
which do not interfère or detract from the purposes of this district. 

(25) Guest ranches and country inns not exceeding thirty (30) units and which are not located within designated vil- 
lage commercial areas in the coastal plan and further provided that any use permit granted to an operatorof aguestranch/inn 
to serve food to other than ovemight guests is subject to the following limitations: 

a. Dining for other than overnight guests may be allowed only in conjunction with a guest ranch/inn with a 
minimum of six (6) ovemight guest rooms. 

b. The number of overnight rooms plus the number of outside dining patrons cannot exceed thirty (30). 

c. The number of outside dining guests allowed will be determined at the time of use permit considération 
based on the formula list in subsection b. above. Guest ranch/inn proprietors may serve one (1) meal only per day to the es- 
tablished allowable number of outside patrons. Such dining arrangements must be made by réservation only. 

d. Dining for other than overnight guests may be allowed only in conjunction with guest ranches/inns located 
east of Highway 1. 

e. Advertising of dining facilities to serve patrons other than ovemight guests at guest ranches/inns shall be 
prohibited. 

f Approved on-site signs for guest ranches/inns may include no référence to dining facilities. 
g. Nonamplified music, lawn parties, weddings, or similar outdoor activities may be allowed where specifi- 
cally included in the use permit. 

(26) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(27) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management depart- 
ment are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-5 1 . (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(i), 2003; Ord. No. 
5429 § 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(1), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-52. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Density: Residential density shall be between twenty (20) and three hundred twenty (320) acres per dwelling unit as 
shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive, provided 
that no more than four residential units shall be approved per parcel. 

(b) Minimum lot size shall be six hundred forty (640) acres, unless a différent area is permitted by a B combining dis- 
trict. 

(c) Minimum lot width: The minimum average lot width within each lot is one hundred twenty-five feet (125'). 

(d) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 

(1) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet ( 1 6'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen foot ( 1 6') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four (24') feet in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 
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(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Fifty feet (50'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Fifty feet (50'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1, up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') 
feet, may be approved if the appropriate review body fmds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (16') above the 
corridor route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring 
properties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') feet above the corridor route grade 
directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is 
compatible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
1, 1980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair, and remodeling of such 
structures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, 
or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new 
définition of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to 
exceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Thirty five percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the director of the 
permit and resource management department for commercial greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard requirements: The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR 
or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to thê requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

( 1 ) Front yard: Ten percent ( 1 0%) of the depth of the lot, but not more than one hundred feet ( 1 00') nor less than 
thirty feet (30'). 

(2) Side yard: Ten percent (10%) of the width of the lot, but not more than fifty feet (50). 

(3) Rearyard: Fifty feet (50). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of farm animais, and 
accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of keimel animais shall be located at least fifty (50) feet 
from the front property Une, twenty feet (20') from any side or rear property Une, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on 
the adjacent property. 

• (5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any exterior 
property line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the 
same zoning district hâve been impro ved with garages or carports, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to 
the average of the front yards of the such garages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less 
than ten feet (10'). Further the director of the permit and resource management department may require a use permit if the 
réduction might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces, other cantilevered portions of structures, and similar 
architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum length of the projections shall not 

occupy more than of the total length of the waU on which it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes, or landing places 

may extend six feet (6') into any required front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same zoning 
district hâve been impro ved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the 
front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of Section 26C-52(f)(5). 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot, provided that such 
building(s) shall not occupy more than thhty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. Such accessory buildings shall not 
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be located doser than ten feet ( 1 0') to the main buildings on adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools ^^B 

may occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained ^^ 

between the wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and accessory equipment (pump, fîlters, etc.) shall be exempt 
from setback restrictions. Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. 

(9) Additional setbacks may be required within sensitive areas, riparian corridors, scenic corridors, critical habitat 
areas, or unique features as designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 
(g) Parking requirements: 

(1) On-site parking shall be provided for a minimum of two (2) vehicles for each dwelling unit. 

(2) On-site parking shall be screened from view from public roadways by natural végétation, landscaping, natural 
topography, fencing or structures. 

(3) On-site parking shall not block emergency vehicle access ways or tumarounds. 

(4) Any other use shall provide parking in accordance with the standards in Article XXXI. 
(h) Envirormiental and hazards requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contamed in the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 21, chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) AU development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(i) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An ofifer of dedication is 
required if an access way is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description 
of each access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected 
even if no access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types of access may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
access way should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shovm in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

(j) Design requirements: 

(1) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view 
rating maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 
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Article VI. RRDWA— Resources and Rural Development (Agricultural Préserve) District 
Sec. 26C-60A. Purpose. 

To implement the provisions of the resources and rural development land use category (Section 2.8. 1) of tiie gênerai plan 
in a manner consistent with the provisions of Section 5 1200 et. seq. of the Government Code and the Land Conservation Act 
of 1965. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-60. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The foUowing uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, area of critical habitat, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. Only those uses permitted in (a) and 
(b) are considered principal permitted uses, except that additional dwellings beyond one single-family dwelling are 
considered to be principal permitted uses. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction in association 
with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control standards, 
(a) Principal uses: 

(1) On parcels of five (5) acres or less, raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one of the 
following per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

a. five (5) hogs or pigs; 

b. one (1) horse, mule, cow, or steer: 

c. five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais; 

d. fîfty (50) chickens or similar fov^^l; 

e. fîfly (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais. 

f. The above limitations may be modifîed by the dh-ector of the permit and resource management department 
upon submittal of a proposai statement which describes the extent of the domestic farming use and which is signed by the 
owners of ail property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property. The director of the permit and resource 
management department may require the applicant to obtain a use permit if the director détermines that the project might be 
detrimental to surrounding uses. 

g. 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are peniiitted without limitation of parcel size, provided that the 
parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided further a letter of project authorization is first 
submitted by the project advisor. The director of the permit and resource management department may require the applicant 
to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to surrounding uses. 

(2) On parcels exceeding five (5) acres; raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of horses, cattle, sheep, goats, 
and similar animais. 

(3) Boarding of horses which are not owned by the occupant or owner of the property subject to issuance of a 
zoning permit, but not including shows, lessons, clinics or similar, related activities. 

(4) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and 
similar food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be 
permitted in the following areas: 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 
Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in subsections a. through c. above upon approval of a management plan which 

includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by 
the director of the permit and resource management department or by use permit pursuant to Section 26C-61(b)(3). 

(5) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fiber crops, provided that the greenhouse or similar structure for mdoor growing is less than one thousand 
(1,000) square feet. 

(6) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing, or similar préparation of crops which are grown on the 
site, but not including agricultural processing. 

(7) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion, and incidental storage, of crops or fiiel wood which are grown on 
the site. 
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(8) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion of livestock which hâve been raised on the site. 

(9) Management of lands and forests for the use of commercial production and harvest of trees, including 
controlled bums. 

( 1 0) Removal of timber, including uses integrally related to growing, harvesting, and on-site processing of forest 
products including, but not limited to roads, log landings, log storage areas, and incidental logging camps. 

(11) Timber management, including planting, raising, harvesting and incidental milling for non-commercial 
purposes of trees and logs for lumber or fuel woods, subject to requirements of Califomia Department of Forestry and Pire 
Protection. 

( 1 2) Contractor equipment storage incidental to the on-site growing and harvesting of forest products, including, 
parking, repairing and storage of equipment so used. Construction of permanent structures will be subject to Article XXDC. 

(13) Management of land for watershed, for fîsh and wildlife habitat, fish rearing ponds, hunting and fishing, 
beekeeping and grazing, where thèse uses are incidental to the prùnary use. 

(14) Beekeeping. 

(b) Residential uses include the following: 

( 1 ) Single family detached dwelling units in accordance with the residential density shown in the gênerai plan land 
use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive, hi the event that more than one (1 ) such 
dwelling unit is placed on a single lot, the additional dwellings shall be clustered with the primary dwelling in order to 
minimize roads, drives, and utility extensions. The additional dwellings shall also be subject to design review approval. 
Thèse unit(s) may be manufactured homes, but only one (1) may be a manufactured home without a permanent foundation. 
A manufactured home without a permanent foundation shall require prior approval of a zoning permit notice of which shall 
be posted at least ten (10) days prior to issuance, during which an appeal may be filed and processed pursuant to Section 
26C-331. Issuance of the zoning permit shall be subject, at a minimum, to the following conditions: 

a. The manufactured home shall be at least twelve feet (12') in width except those that are owned and occupied 
on the effective date of this ordinance; 

b. The manufactured home shall be skirted. AU skirting shall be of a type approved by the state of Califomia; 

c. The memufactured home shall hâve one patio awning with a minimum dimension of eight feet by twenty feet 
(8' X 20') and either a garage, carport, or awning with a minimum dimension of ten feet by twenty feet (10' x 20') for covered 
parking; 

d. AU manufactured home sites shall be landscaped; 

e. The manufactured home shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the owner. 

(2) One manufactured home for the housing of fuU-time agricultural employées may be permitted in the same 
manner provided in Section 26C-60(b)(l) for each of the following agricultural uses conducted on the site: 

a. At least fifty (50) mature cows or one hundred (100) beef cattle; 

b. At least twenty (20) acres of grapes, apples, pears, prunes; 

c. At least twenty thousand (20,000) broUers, fifteen thousand (15,000) egg-layers, or three thousand (3,000) 
turkeys; 

d. At least two hundred fifty (250) sheep or goats, fifty (50) dairy goats or hogs; 

e. At least thirty (30) mature horses; 

f . Wholesale nurseries with a minimum of either one ( 1 ) acre of propagating greenhouse or outdoor containers 
or three (3) acres of field-grown plant materials; 

g. Any other agricultural use which the director of the permit and resource management department détermines 
to be of the same approximate agricultural value and intensity as in subsections a. through f. above. 

Prior to issuance of zoning permits for such manufactured homes, the property owner shall place on file with the permit 
and resource management department an affîdavit that said manufactured home(s) will be used to house persons employed 
on the premises for agricultural purposes and that the manufactured home(s) will be immediately removed from the site 
when said persons are no longer employed on the premises. 

(3) Self-contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons solely employed on the site for 
agricultural or resource-related purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affîdavit to the permit and resource management department, stating that said 
recreational vehicle and/or travel trailer will only be used to house persons solely employed on the site of a bona fide 
agricultural enterprise. A bona fide agricultural enterprise is defined for this purpose as an opération which dérives its 
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primary and principal income from agricultural production. The recreational vehicle or trailer shail be immediately removed 
from the site when it is no longer occupied by f)ersons who are solely employed on the site. 

(4) Seasonal farm worker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26-320()). Seasonal farm worker 
housingshall also conform to such public health, building and fire safety criteria as maybeestablishedby resolution or ordi- 
nance of the board of supervisors. 

(5) Year-round farm worker housing which meets the standards set forth in Section 26C-320(h). Year-round farm 
worker housing shall also conform to such public health, building, and fire safety criteria as may be established by resolution 
or ordinance of the board of supervisors. 

(6) One ( 1 ) guest house per lot. 

(c) Other uses, unless such uses are in conflict with agriculture or timber production: 

(1) Geotechnical studies involving no grading or construction of new roads or pads. 

(2) Home occupations. 

(3) Small residential community care facility. 

(4) Small family day care. 

(5) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten (10) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested per- 
son, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(6) Noncommercial kennels for up to ten (10) dogs. 

(7) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior notification is 
given to the Califomia Highway Patrol and that adéquate off street parking is provided. 

(8) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(9) Minor free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 26C-325.7, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a 
site plan and one élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 33 has been 
received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above 
article. 

(1 0) Noncommercial Télécommunication Facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325.7. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a 
ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 33 has been received from any 
interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above article. 

(1 1 ) Accessory buildings and uses appartenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may be 
constructed on vacant parcels of two acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant parcels less than two 
acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to an 
existing agricultural use. 

(12) Minor timberland conversions subject to compliance with the requirements of Section 26C-327. 

(13) Ranch roads. 

(14) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning perniit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

(15) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management depart- 
ment are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-60. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(j), 2003; Ord. No. 
5362 § 2(e), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-61. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses. 

(1) Pennitted uses listed in Section 26C-60 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 
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(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Resource management uses. 

(1) Farm labor camps not permitted under Section 26C-60(b). 

(2) The raising, feeding, maintaining, and breeding of poultry, fowl, rabbits, fur-bearing animais, or animais such as 
veal calves, dairy cows, pigs, hogs, and the like, which are continuously confmed in and around bams, corrals and similar 
areas for other than domestic purposes. Incidental processing and temporary or seasonal sales and promotion of such animais 
which are raised on site. This subsection shall not be interpreted so as to require a use permit for animais allowed by Section 
26C-60(a). 

(3) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas for which a management plan has not been approved pursuant to 
Section 26C-60(a)(4): 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 

(4) Indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay grain, and similar 
food and fiber crops in greenhouses or similar structures of one thousand (1 ,000) square feet or more. 

(5) Processing of any agricultural product of a type grown or produced on site or in the immédiate area, storage of 
agricultural products grown or processed on site, and bottling or canning of any agricultural product grown or processed on 
site. 

(6) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards. 

(7) Commercial aquaculture, provided that, at a minimum, the use does not adversely affect biotic resources and 
does not take place on prime soils. 

(8) Commercial mushroom farming. 

(9) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards, which serve agricultural 
production in the immédiate area. 

(1 0) The development of natural resources with appurtenant structures, including exploration and development of 
geothermal resources, oil and gas wells, and biomass energy projects. Geothermal energy wells, pipelines, transmission fa- 
cilities, and associated grading and construction, when conducted within the primary KGRA. 

(11) One ( 1 ) manufactured home for the housing of full-time employées of resource related uses conducted on the 
site. 

(c) Other uses, uniess such uses are in conflict with agriculture or timber production: 
(1 ) Game préserves and refuges. 

(2) Geotechnical studies which involve grading or construction of open roads or pads. 

(3) Home occupations with one ( 1 ) nonresident employée, but which otherwise meet the définition of home occupa- 
tion in Section 26C-12. 

(4) Noncommercial clubs and lodges, golf courses, and driving ranges, but not including miniature golf courses. 

(5) Commercial and industrial uses permitted under Section 26C-60 which in volve significant quantities (over 1 00 
kg/month) of hazardous materials as defined by Title 22, CAC. 

(6) Private landing strips. 

(7) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums and crématoriums. 

(8) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted) including, but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power and transfonner stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, and parking lots which, at a 
minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(9) Tntermediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the ap- 
plicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 1 0) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(11) Large residential community care facility. 

(12) Day care center. 

(13) Large family day care. 

( 1 4) Application of municipal sludge, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of gênerai plan policies PF-2q and PF-2r. 
(\5) Art studios, arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. Such uses may be permitted oniy 
when conducted within an existing building. 
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(16) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales day per year. 

( 1 7) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site. 

(18) Tasting rooms for agricultural products which are grown or processed on site. 

( 1 9) Commercial stables not permitted under Section 26C-60(a)(2), riding académies, equestrian riding and driving 
clubs, and hunting clubs. 

(20) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(2 1 ) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management depart- 
ment are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-61 . (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(k), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5362 § 2(m), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-62. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Density: Residential density shall be between twenty (20) and three hundred twenty (320) acres per dwelling unit as 
shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive, provided 
that no more than four residential units shall be approved per parcel. 

(b) Minimum lot size shall be six hundred forty (640) acres, unless a différent area is permitted by a B combining dis- 
trict. 

(c) Minimum lot width. The minimum average lot width within each lot is one hundred twenty-five feet (125')- 

(d) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 

(1) West of Highway 1: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
(24') feet. 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet (1 6') height limit exceptthat in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (1 5%) of the units may éxceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (J6'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (d)(7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Fifty feet (50'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Fifty feet (50'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from coastal 
roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body fmds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (1 6') above the corridor 
route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring proper- 
ties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body fïnds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') feet above the corridor route grade 
directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is 
compatible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building perniit was issued after December 
1 , 1 980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such struc- 
tures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or 
the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new défini- 
tion of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to ex- 
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ceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Thirty-five percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the director of the 
pennit and resource management department for commercial greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard requirements: The following shall apply except that if the subject propeity adjoins land which is zoned AR or is 
designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

( I ) Front yard: Ten percent ( 1 0%) of the depth of the lot, but not more than one hundred feet ( 1 00') nor less than 
thirty feet (30'). 

(2) Side yard: Ten percent (] 0%) of the width of the lot, but not more than fifty feet (50'). 

(3) Rear yard: Fifty feet (50'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, and accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of farm animais, 
accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel animais shall be located at least fifty feet (50') 
from the front property Une, twenty feet (20') from any side or rear property Une, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on 
the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any exterior prop- 
erty line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same 
zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the 
average of the front yards of the such garages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than 
ten feet (10'). Further, the director of the perniit and resource management department may require a use permit if the réduc- 
tion might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces, other cantilevered portions of structures, and similar archi- 
tectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum length of the projections shall not occupy 

more than of the total length of the wall on which it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes, or landing places may 

extend six feet (6') into any required front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one ( I ) block or portion thereof in the same zoning 
district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the 
front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of Section 26C-26C-62(f)(5). 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot, provided that such 
building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. Such accessory buildings shall not 
be located doser than ten feet (10') to the main buildings on the same or adjacent lots. Notwithstandingthe foregoing, swim- 
ming pools may occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be 
maintained between the wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and accessory equipment (pump, filters, etc.) 
shall be exempt from setback restrictions. Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. 

(9) Additional setbacks may be required within sensitive areas, riparian corridors, scenic comdors, critical habitat 
areas, or unique features as designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(g) Parking requirements: 

(1) On-site parking shall be provided for a minimum of two (2) vehicles for each dwelling unit. 

(2) On-site parking shall be screened from view from public roadways by natural végétation, landscaping, natural 
topography, fencing or structures. 

(3) On-site parking shall not block emergency vehicle access ways or tumarounds. 

(4) Any other use shall provide parking in accordance with the standards in Article XLIIT 
(h) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

(1 ) Enviromnental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, chapter 3, and land use 
recommendafions 20 and 21, chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 
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(3) No development or grading shali occur on slopes gréater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(i) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is 
required if an access way is siiown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description 
of each access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected 
even if no access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two (2) types ofaccessmaybe required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
access way should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

(j) Design requirements: 

( 1 ) Ail new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view 
rating maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article VII. TP— Timberland Production District. 

Sec. 26C-70A. Purpose. 

To provide for timberland zoning, a yield tax imposed at the time of harvest, and the conservation and protection of land 
capable of producing timber and forest products. The compatible uses specified in this section will be included in this zone 
and are consistent with the Forest Taxation Reform Act of 1976. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-70. Pemtitted uses subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The following uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, area of critical habitat, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. Only those uses permitted in (a) and 
(b) are considered principal permitted uses, except that additional dwelUngs beyond one single-family dwelling are not 
considered to be principal permitted uses. AU clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fiU or construction in association 
with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control standards. 

Notwithstanding those uses listed in Section 26C-70 and 7 1 , no use shall be permitted contrary to Califomia Government 
Code, Chapter 6.7, Article 1, Sections 51 100 through 51 155. 
(a) Principal uses: 

( 1 ) Management of lands and forests for the primary use of commercial production and harvest of trees, including 
controUed bums. 

(2) Removal of timber and fuel wood, including uses integrally related to growing, harvesting and on-site 
processing of forest products including, but not limited to, roads, log landings, log storage areas and incidental logging 
camps. 

(3) Recreational and educational uses, with or without fee, not requiring any permanent improvement of the land or 
interfering with the primary use (swinmiing, hunting, fishing, occasional camping, etc.). 

26C-59 (Revised 6-02) 



§ 26C-70 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26C-70 

(4) Management of land for watershed, for fish and wildlife habitat, fish rearing ponds, hunting and fishing, 
grazing, where thèse uses are incidental to the primary use. 

(5) The érection, construction, altération or maintenance of gas, electric, water or communication generating and 
transmission facilities, including necessary structures. 

(6) Contracter equipment storage incidental to the on-site growing and harvesting of forest products, including 
parking, repairing and storage of equipment so used. Construction of permanent structures will be subject to Article XXEX. 

(7) The production and harvesting of miscellaneous compatible forest products. (Christmas tree farms and 
greenery). 

(8) Timber management, including planting, raising, harvesting and incidental milling for non-commercial 
purposes of trees and logs for lumber or fuel woods, subject to requirements of Califomia Department of Forestry and Pire 
Protection. 

(9) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion, and incidental storage of fuel wood which is grown on site. 

(b) Residential Uses: 

(1) One single family dwelling unit with accessory buildings. 

(2) Additional detached single family dwelling units, not to exceed four (4) dwellings on a single ownership, 
provided that the density does not exceed one (1) single family dwelling unit per one hundred sixty (160) acres, or that 
density shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or that density permitted by a B combining district, whichever is the most 
restrictive. In the event that more than one (1) such single family dwelling unit is placed on a single lot, the additional 
dwellings shall be clustered with the primary dwelling m order to minimize roads, drives, and utility extensions. The 
additional dwellings shall also be subject to design review approval. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(c) Other uses, unless such uses are in conflict with agriculture or timber production: 
( 1 ) One ( 1 ) guest house per lot. 

(2) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a 
written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date if this notice.", is posted on the property at least ten (10) 
days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested 
person, and provided that approval is secured from the folio wing departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building 
inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(3) Small family day care. 

(4) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26C- 
325.3. 

(5) Small residential community care facility. 

(6) Non commercial kennels for up to ten (10) dogs. 

(7) Beekeeping. 

(8) Ail non-residential uses not requiring a use permit in the RRD district, but only on those portions of parcels 
which are not subject to timber production régulations. 

(9) Ranch roads. 

( 1 0) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(11) Minor free-standing commercial teleconmiunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in 
Section 26C-325.7, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which notice, including 
a site plan and one (1) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the 
subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 33 has 
been received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the 
above article. 

(12) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to 
approval of a ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 33 has been 
received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above 
article. 
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(13) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
fîve hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

( 1 4) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director are of a similar and compatible nature to 
those uses described in Section 26C-70. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(1), 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(f), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 4, 2002; 
Ord.No. 5318§ 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-71 . Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

(1) Pennitted uses listed in Section 26C-70 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Resource management uses: 

(1) Saw mills, planer mills, pulp mills, particle board plants, log ponds, earth-filled dams and lumber yards, with 
associated uses. 

(2) Development and utilization of natural resources with appurtenant structures. Hardrock quarry opérations may be 
pennitted only if they meet the criteria below: 

a. The opération is consistent with the purpose(s) of the resources and rural development district; 

b. The opération involves five (5) acres of land or less; 

c. The opération results in annual production of five thousand (5,000) cubic yards or less; 

d. The quarry does not include crushing, screening, or batching opérations; 

e. The opération is subject to payment of fées and other mitigation measures as may be found consistent with 
aggregate resources management plan; 

f. The opération must hâve an approved réclamation plan; 

g. The opération is located at least four (4) miles from the nearest approved source of aggregate materials. 
Other aggregate mining opérations are not pennitted unless excepted by Section 26A-05-010 of the this code. 

(4) Contractor equipment storage for off-site growing and harvesting of forest products, including packing, repairing 
and storage of equipment so used. Construction of permanent structures will be subject to Article XXIX. 

(5) Commercial wood yards, including wood spiitting and sales of off-site fuel woods. 

(c) Other uses, unless such uses are in conflict with agriculture or timber production: 

(1) Aircraft landing facilities incidental to pennitted forestry and récréation related uses. 

(2) Permanently located and improved private and public campgrounds, resorts and "organized camps." 

(3) Such use which does not significantly detract from the use of the property for, or inhibit, growing and harvesting tim- 
ber. Any facilities constructed for such use would not be pennanent résidences, except as provided in other portions of Article VIT. 

(4) Ali nonresidential uses permitted with a use permit in the RRD district, but only on those portions of parcels not . 
subject to timber production régulations. 

. (5) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(6) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand flve 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. (Ord. No. 
5436 § 2(m), 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(n), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-72. Zone change to timber production zone (TPZ). 

(a) Property contiguous to and under the same ownership as an existing timber production zone. 
(1) Minimum acreage: No minimum required. 

(b) Timberlands not described in Section 26C-72(a) shall meet the following criteria for inclusion in the timber produc- 
tion district. 

( 1 ) Minimum acreage: 

a. Sites I and II - Forty (40) acres. 
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b. Ail other sites - Eighty (80) acres. 

(2) Applicant shall submit a plan for forest management, whose content shall be prepared or approved, by a licensed 
professional forester. Such plan shall provide for the eventual harvest of the timber within a reasonable period of time, as 
detemiined by the préparer of the plan. 

(3) The parcel shall meet the current timber stocking standards and forest practice ruies set forth by the board of 
forestry for the forest district or the coastal commission spécial treatment area or any other established by the board of for- 
estry and pertinent to this county. 

a. If the parcel does not meet current stocking standards as determined by the Califomia Department of For- 
estry and Pire Protection, the owner must sign an agreement with the board of supervisors to meet such stocking standards 
and forest practice ruIes by the fifth (5th) anniversary of the signing of such agreement; 

b. If such stocking standards and forest practices are not met by the fifth (5th) anniversary date, the board of 
supervisors shall immediately rezone the parcel pursuant to Government Code Section 51121. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-73. Division of timber production zone. 

(a) In the coastal zone, the minimum parcel size for création of new lots is six hundred forty (640) acres. (Ord. No. 53 18 
§ 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-74. Bulk and parking standards. 

(a) Yard requirements: 

The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR or is designated as agricul- 
tural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f): 

(1) Front yard: Ten percent (10%) of the depth of the lot, but not more than one hundred feet (100') nor less than 
thirty feet (30'). 

. (2) Side yard: Ten percent (10%) of the width of the lot, but not more than fifty feet (50'). 

(3) Rear yard: Fifty feet (50'). 

(4) Additional setbacks may be required within sensitive areas, riparian corridors, scenic corridors, areas of critical 
habitat, or unique feature areas as designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Height limits: Height for al! structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof. 

( 1 ) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet ( 1 6'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet (16') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet( 1 6'). The Sereno 
Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in accordance 
with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Fifty feet (50'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Fifty feet (50'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from coastal 
roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C-325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the sfructure is no higher than sixteen feet (16') above the corridor 
route grade directiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring proper- 
ties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body fmds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade di- 
rectiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is com- 
patible with community character. 
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Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements ôf Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single familydwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building pemiitwas issued after December I, 1980, 
shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such structures 
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shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or the 
building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shalJ comply with the new 
définition of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (1 0%) of floor area and not to 
exceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(c) Parking: 

(1) On-site parking shall be provided for a minimum of two (2) vehicles for each dwelling unit. 

(2) On-site parking shall be screened from view from public roadways by natural végétation, landscaping, natural 
topography, fencing or structures. 

(3) On-site parking shall not block emergency vehicle access ways or tumarounds. 

(d) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

(1) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1, Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "Potentially 
Sensitive," "Conservation," "Sanctuary Préservation," and "Geologically Unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the poUcies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(e) Access dedication. 

( l ) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is required if 
an access way is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description of each 
access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected even if no 
access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types ofaccessmaybe required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the fîrst public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-fîve feet (25') wide 
access way should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-fîve feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A corridor 
easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary for the 
placements of improvements. 

(f) Design requirements: 

(1) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view rating 
maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution Unes shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would hâve 
a more significant environmental effect than an overhead Une. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1, 2001) 
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Article VIII. AR— Agriculture and Residential District 
Sec. 26C-80A. Purpose. 

To provide lands for raising crops and farm animais in areas designated primarily for rural residential use pursuant to 
Section 2.2.2, Objective LU-6.6, and Policy LU-6d of the gênerai plan. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-80. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The foUowing uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. Only those uses permitted in (a) and 
(b) are considered principal permitted uses. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction in association 
with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control standards. 

(a) Principal Uses: 

(1) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and 
similar food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below agricultural cultivation shall not be 
permitted in the foUowing areas: 

a. Within one hundred feet (lOC) of the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-fîve (25') of the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 
Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in subsections a. through c. above upon approval of a management plan which 

includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by 
the director of the permit and resource management department or by use permit pursuant to Section 26C-81(b)(2). 

(2) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fiber crops, provided that the greenhouse or similar structure for indoor growing is less than one thousand 
(1,000) square feet. 

(3) On parcels of five (5) acres or less, the raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one of the 
foUowing per twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of area: 

a. Five (5) hogs or pigs; 

b. One (1) horse, mule, cow, or steer; 

c. Five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais; 

d. Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl; 

e. Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais. 

f The above limitations may be modifîed by the director of the permit and resource management department 
upon submittal of a proposai statement which describes the extent of the domestic farming use and which is signed by the 
owners of ail property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property, The director of the permit and resource 
management department may require the applicant to obtain a use permit if the director détermines that the project might be 
detrimental to surrounding uses. 

g. 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are permitted without limitation of parcel size, provided that the 
parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided fiirther a letter of project authorization is first 
submitted by the project advisor. The director of the permit and resource management department may require the appUcant 
to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to surrounding uses. 

(4) On parcels exceeding five (5) acres; raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of horses, cattle, sheep, goats, 
and similar animais. 

(5) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing, or similar préparation of crops which are grown on site, 
but not including agricultural processing. 

(6) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion, and incidental storage, of crops which are grown on site. 

(7) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion of livestock which hâve been raised on site. 

(8) Boarding of a maximum of five (5) horses which are not owned by the occupant or owner of the property 
subject to issuance of a zoning permit but not including shows, lessons, clinics or similar related activities. 

(9) Beekeeping. 

(b) Residential Uses. 

(Revised 6-02) 26C-64 



• 



§ 26C-80 COASTAL ZONING § 26C-80 



( 1 ) Single-family detached dwelling units, in accordance with residential density shown in tiie gênerai plan land use 
élément or pennitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. In the event that more than one such dwelling 
unit is placed on a single lot, the additional dwellings shali be clustered with the primary dwelling in order to minimize 
roads, drives, and utility extensions. The additional dwellings shall aiso be subject to design review approval. Thèse unit(s) 
may be manufactured homes, but only one may be a manufactured home without a permanent foundation. 

A manufactured home without a permanent foundation shall require prior approval of a zoning permit notice of which 
shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to issuance, during which an appeal may be filed and processed pursuant to Sec- 
tion 26C-33 1 . Issuance of the zoning permit shall be subject, at a minimum, to the following conditions: 

a. The manufactured home shall be at least twelve feet ( 1 2') in width except those that are owned and occupied 
on the effective date of the ordinance codified herein; 

b. The manufactured home shall be skirted; ail skirting shall be of a type approved by the state of Califomia; 

c. The manufactured home shall hâve one (1) patio awning with a minimum dimension of nine feet by twenty 
feet (9' X 20') and either a garage, carport or awning with a minimum dimension of ten feet by twenty feet (1 0' x 20') for cov- 
ered parking; 

d. The manufactured home sites shall be landscaped; and 

e. The manufactured home shall be occupied by the owner of the property or a relative of the owner. 

(2) One ( 1 ) guest house per lot. 

(3) Self contained recreational vehicles and/or travel trailers to house persons solely employed on the site for agri- 
cultural purposes for less than ninety (90) days, subject to the following: 

The property owner must submit a written affidavit to the permit and resource management department, stating that said 
recreational vehicle and/or travel trailer will only be used to house persons solely employed on the site of a bona fide agricul- 
tural enterprise. A bona fide agricultural enterprise is defmed for this purpose as an opération which dérives its primary and 
principal income from agricultural production. The recreational vehicle or trailer shall be immediately removed from the site 
when it is no longer occupied by persons who are solely employed on the premises site. 

(4) One ( 1 ) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply for the sec- 
ond dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class 1 , 2 or 3 groundwater availability area. Second units 
may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only where a hydro-geotechnical report, as defmed, certifies 
that the establishment and continuation of the secondary residential use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or 
cumulative groundwater availability or yield. 

(c) Other uses: 

(1) Home occupations. 

(2) Small residential community care facility. 

(3) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten (10) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested per- 
son, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(4) Small family day care. 

(5) Accessory buildings and uses appurtenant to the opération of the pennitted uses. Accessory buildings may be 
constructed on vacant parcels of two acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant parcels less than two 
(2) acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to 
an existing agricultural use. 

(6) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26C- 
325.3. 

(7) Noncommercial kennels for up to ten (10) dogs. 

(8) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior notification is 
given to the Califomia Highway Patrol and that adéquate off street parking is provided. 

(9) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities which meet the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325.7. 

( 1 0) Minor free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 26C-325.7 and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a site 
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plan and one ( I ) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 47 has been 
received from any interested person. in the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above 
article. 

(Il) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325.7. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a 
ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten ( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 47 has been received from any 
interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above article. 

( 1 2) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

(d) Minor thriberland conversions subject to compliance with the requirements of Section 26C-327. 

(e) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the pennit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-80. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(n), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 
§ 3(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(g), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-81. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

(1 ) Pennitted uses listed in Section 26C-80, when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique t^ature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Resource management uses: 

( 1 ) The raising, feeding, maintaining, and breeding of poultry, fowl, rabbits, fur-bearing animais, or animais such as 
veal calves, pigs, hogs, and the like, which are continuously confined in and around bams, corrals and similar areas for other 
than domestic purposes. Incidental processing of such animais which are raised on site. This subsection shall not be inter- 
preted so as to require a use permit for animais allowed by Sections 26C-20a. 

(2) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved by the direc- 
tor of the permit and resource management department pursuant to Section 26C-80(a)(l): 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') of the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 

(3) Indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and similar 
food and fiber crops in greenhouses or similar sfructures of one thousand (1,000) square feet or more. 

(4) Commercial mushroom farming. 

(5) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(c) Other uses: 

( l) One bed and breakfast inn, of five (5) or fewer rooms per définition, subject to design review Article XXIX, or 
landmarks commission Article 24. No restaurant is pennitted, food service is limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, 
and ail public heaith requirements must be met. No accessory structures shall be used for rental occupâncy. A bed and break- 
fast inn shall hâve an owner and/or operator in résidence within the structure. Nonamplified music, lawn parties, weddings or 
similar outdoor activities raay be allowed where specifically included in the use permit. A bed and breakfast inn is ancillary 
to the agricultural use. Before a use permit is granted, a finding must be made and conditioning must insure that the bed and 
breakfast use is not detrimental to surrounding agricultural opérations. 

(2) Noncommercial clubs and lodges. 

(3) Golf courses and driving ranges (only if located in Bodega Bay or Valley Ford), but not including miniature golf 
courses. 

(4) Home occupations with one ( 1 ) nonresident employée, but which otherwise meet the définition of home occupa- 
tion in Section 26C-12. 



(Revised 5-04) 26C-66 



§ 26C-81 COASTAL ZONING § 26C-82 



(5) Public schools, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General Plan Policy LU-6e. 

(6) Private nursery, primary, and secondary schools and churches subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General 
Plan Policy LU-6f. 

(7) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums, and crématoriums. 

(8) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted) including, but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power and transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, and parking lots which, at a 
minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(9) Large residential community care facility. 

(10) Commercial aquaculture. 

(1 1) Guest ranches, country inns, which are not located within designated village commercial areas in the coastal 
plan and further provided that any use permit granted to an operator of a guest ranch/inn to serve food to other than ovemight 
guests is subject to the following limitations: 

a. Dining for other than overnight guests may be allowed only in conjunction with a guest ranch/inn with a 
minimum of six (6) ovemight guest rooms. 

b. The number of overnight rooms plus the number of outside dining patrons cannot exceed thirty (30). 

c. The number of outside dining guests allowed will be determined at the time of use permit considération 
based on the formula list in subsection 2 above. Guest ranch/inn proprietors may serve one (1) meal only per day to the es- 
tablished allowable number of outside patrons. Such dining arrangements must be made by réservation only. 

d. Dining for other than overnight guests may be allowed only in conjunction with guest ranches/inns located 
east of Highway 1. 

e. Advertising of dining facilities to serve patrons other than ovemight guests at guest ranches/inns shall be 
prohibited. 

f Approved on-site signs for guest ranches/inns may include no référence to dining facilities. 
g. Nonamplified music, lawn parties, weddings, or similar outdoor activities may be allowed where specifi- 
cally included in the use permit. 

(12) Day care center. 

(1 3) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year. 

(14) Retail nurseries involving crops/plants which are not grown on the site. 

(15) Veterinary clinics for farm animais but not for companion and exotic animais. 

(1 6) Commercial stables not pemiitted under Section 26C-80(a)(8) académies, equestrian riding and driving clubs, 
and hunting clubs. 

(17) Game préserves and refuges. 

(18) Intermediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the ap- 
plicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(1 9) Noncommercial Télécommunication Facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to 
the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(20) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(d) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the planning director of the pennit and resource management de- 
partment are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-81 . (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(o), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5429 § 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(o), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-82. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and the coastal plan shall 
supersede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan standards. 

(a) Residential density shall be between one (1 ) and twenty (20) acres per dwelling unit as shown in the gênerai plan 
land use élément or as permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. 
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(b) Minimum lot size shali be 1.5 acres unless public water serves the lot, in which case the minimum shall be one (1) 
acre. In such cases where lots are clustered, a protective easement shall be applied to the remaining large parcels which indi- 
cates that density has been transferred to the clustered area. 

(c) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 

(1) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16')- Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet ( 1 6') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible fi"om designated scenic roads: Thirty-five feet (35'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Thirty-fïve feet (35'), however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body flnds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (1 6') above the corridor 
route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring proper- 
ties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body fmds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the conidor route grade di- 
rectly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is com- 
patible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building pennit was issued after December 
1 , 1 980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such struc- 
tures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or 
the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new défini- 
tion of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to ex- 
ceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(d) Minimum lot width: The minimum average lot width within each lot is eighty feet (80'). 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Thirty-five percent (35%). Lot coverage limitations may be waived by the planning director 
of the permit and resource management department for greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard requirements: 

( 1 ) Front yard: Thirty feet (30') except that in no case shall the setback be less than fifty-five feet (55') from the cen- 
terline of any public road, street or highway. 

(2) Side yard: Minimum ten feet ( 1 0'). 

(3) Rear yard: Twenty feet (20'). 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs, accessory buildings used for the housing or maintenance of farm animais, and 
accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel animais shall be located at least fifty feet (50') 
from the front property Une, twenty feet (20') from any side or rear property line, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on 
the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any exterior prop- 
erty line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same 
zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the 
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average of the front yards of the such garages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than 
ten feet. Further the planning director of the permit and resource management department may require a use permit if the 
réduction might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

(6) Cornices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, firepiaces, othercantiievered portions of structures, and similar archi- 
tectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum length of the projections shall not occupy 

more than of the total length of the wall on which it is located. Uncovered porches, tire escapes, or landing places may 

extend six feet (6') into any required front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same zoning dis- 
trict hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the front 
yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of Section 26C-82(f)(5). 

(8) Accessory building(s) may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot, provided that such 
building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. Such accessory buildings shall not 
be located doser than ten feet (10') to the main buildings on the adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming 
pools may occupy more than thirty percent (30%)) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be main- 
tained between the wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and accessory equipment (pump, fllters, etc., shall be 
exempt from setback restrictions). Additional setbacks may be required under the Uniform Building Code. 

(9) Additional setbacks may be required within sensitive areas, riparian corridors, scenic corridors, critical habitat 
areas and unique feature areas as designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(g) Parking: 

(1) On-site parking shall be provided for a minimum of two (2) vehicles for each dwelling unit. 

(2) On-site parking shall be screened from view from public roadways by natural végétation, landscaping, natural 
topography, fencing or structures. 

(3) On-site parking shall not block emergency vehicle access ways or tumarounds. 
(h) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1 , chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or gradmg shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%)), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(i) Access dedication. 

(1 ) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is required 
if an access way is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description of each 
access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected even if no 
access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types of access may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new de- 
velopment between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide ac- 
cess way should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be re- 
quired to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A cor- 
ridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary for 
the placements of improvements. 

(j) Design requirements: 
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( 1 ) Ail new development shall confonn with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the Coastal Administrative Manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view rat- 
ing maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution Unes shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Article IX. RR— Rural Residential District. 

Sec. 26C-90A. Purpose. 

To préserve the rural character and amenities of those lands best utilized for low density residential development pursuant 
to Section 2.2.2 of the gênerai plan. Rural residential uses are intended to take precedence over permitted agricultural uses, 
but the district does not allow agricultural service uses. The rural residential district may also be applied to lands in other 
land use catégories where it is désirable to use zoning to limit development. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-90. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The following uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. Only those uses permitted in (a) and (b) 
are considered principal pennitted uses. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction in association 
with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control standards. 

(a) Principal uses: 

(1) One single family dwelling unit on permanent foundation per lot; 

(2) One ( 1 ) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Section 26-88-060, provided that the water supply for the sec- 
ond dwelling unit is proposed to be located within a designated Class 1, 2 or 3 groundwater availability area. Second units 
may be established within designated Class 4 water-scarce areas only where a hydro-geotechnical report, as defined, certifies 
that the establishment and continuation of the secondary residential use will not hâve significant adverse impacts on local or 
cumulative groundwater availability or yield. 

(b) Agricultural uses: 

(1) Raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one of the following per twenty thousand (20,000) 
square feet of area. If the subject parcel is at least five (5) acres, additional animais may be approved by use permit pursuant 
to Section 26C-91: 

a. Five (5) hogs or pigs; 

b. One (1) horse, mule, cow, or steer; 

c. Five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais; 

d. Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl; 

e. Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (1 00) rabbits or similar animais. 

f 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are pennitted without limitation of parcel size, provided that the 
parcel contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided further a letter of project authorization is first 
submitted by the project advisor. The director of the permit and resource management department may require the applicant 
to obtain a use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to surrounding uses. 

(2) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, trees, flowers, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain and 
similar food and fiber crops. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be permitted in the following areas: 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') of the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five (25') of the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 
Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in subsections a. through c. above upon approval of a management plan which 

includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by 
the director of the permit and resource management department or by use permit pursuant to Section 26C-91(c)(3). 
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(3) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and 
similar food and fiber crops, provided that the greenhouse or simiiar structure for indoor growing is less than five hiundred 
(500) square feet. 

(4) Beekeeping. 

(c) Other uses: 

( 1 ) One guest house per lot. 

(2) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at leastten (10) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested per- 
son, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(3) Small family day care. 

(4) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail perfonnance standards listed in Section 
26C325.3. 

(5) Home occupations. 

(6) Small residential community care facility. 

(7) Craft sales and garage sales not exceeding two (2) sales days per calendar year provided that prior notification is 
given to the Califomia Highway Patrol and that adéquate off street parking is provided. 

(8) Accessory buildings, and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may be 
constructed on vacant parcels of two (2) acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant parcels less than 
two (2) acres, accessory buildings may only be constructed if less than one hundred twenty ( 1 20) square feet or as incidental 
to an existing agricultural use. 

(9) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities which meet the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 1 0) Minor free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Sec- 
tion 26C-325.7, and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a 
site plan and one élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject 
property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 47 has been 
received from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above 
article. 

(11) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325.7. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a 
ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 47 has been received from any 
interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above article. 

(12) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325. 8. 

(d) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-90. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(p), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 
§ 3(a), 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(h), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 4, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-91 . Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive Area Uses: 

(1) Pennitted uses listed in Section 26C-90, when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Residential Uses: 
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( I ) Additional single family detached dwelling units on pennanent foundation in accordance with residential density 
shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or that density permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. 
Development shall comply with gênerai plan policies. 

(2) Planned developments, and condominiums. Densities will be pemiitted in accordance with the densities shown in 
the General Plan land use élément or a B combining district whichever is more restrictive, also considering that which could 
be accommodated following conventional subdivision design, acknowledging topographical variations and permitted con- 
ventional lot areas. Compatibility with adjacent development, unique characteristics, innovation and the provision of ameni- 
ties will be the primary criteria utilized in evaluating such development. The lot size, setback and coverage requirements of 
Section 26C-92 shall not apply to planned developments or condominiums. 

(c) Agricultural Uses: 

( 1 ) Raising, feeding, maintaining, and breeding of animais in excess of the Jimits set forth in Section 26C-90(b)( l), 
provided that the subject parcel is at least five (5) acres in size. 

(2) One stand for the sale of agricultural products grown on the site, subject to design review approval. 

(3) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved by the direc- 
tor of the permit and resource management department pursuant to Section 26C-90(b)(2): 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') of the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 

(4) Kennels for dogs or cats with boarding for breeding only. 

(d) OtherUses: 

(1 ) Swimming clubs, tennis clubs, noncommercial clubs and lodges, and golf courses, but not miniature golf courses 
(only if located in Bodega Bay or Valley Ford). 

(2) Driving ranges, provided that they shall not be operated during night time hours and that associated facilities 
include only those necessary to serve the driving range use, such as equipment rental and snack bar and not restaurants, retail 
sales, and similar facilities. 

(3) Public schools, subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General Plan Policy LU-6e, and which are located in 
Bodega Bay or Valley Ford. 

(4) Art, craft, music, and dancing schools, business, or ti-ade schools, public playgrounds, parks, community centers, 
libraries, muséums, and similar uses which are located in Bodega Bay or Valley Ford, and which serve no more than the resi- 
dential community in which they are located and which do not adversely affect the various agricultural communities within 
Sonoma County. 

(5) Private nursery, primary or secondary schools and churches which are located in Bodega Bay or Valley Ford and 
which are subject, at a minimum, to the criteria of General Plan Policy LU-6f 

(6) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums, and crématoriums. 

(7) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission distribution lines and télécommuni- 
cations facilities excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power and transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and parking lots which, at a 
minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(8) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(9) Large residential community care facility (only if located in Bodega Bay or Valley Ford). 

(10) One bed and breakfast inn, of five or fewer rooms per définition, on parcels of at least one (1 ) acre, subject to 
design review. Article XXIX and/or landmarks commission. Article 24, and provided the parcel is serviced by both sewer 
and water. No restaurant is permitted, food service is limited to breakfast served to inn guests only, and ail public health re- 
quirements must be met. No accessory structures shall be used for rental occupancy. A bed and breakfast inn shall hâve an 
owner and/or operator in résidence within the structure. 

(11) Day care center. 

( 1 2) Art studios and arts and crafts centers not involving retail or wholesale sales. A use permit for such uses may be 
granted only when the use is conducted within an existing abandoned agricultural building feasible for such use. 

(13) Craft sales and garage sales involving three (3) or four (4) sales days per year. 

(14) Intermediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunications facilities subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 
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( 1 5) Noncommercial télécommunications faciiities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to 
the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 1 6) Minor timberland conversions on parcels of five (5) acres or more, subject to compliance with the requirements 
of Section 26C-327. 

( 1 7) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(e) Other nonresidentiaj uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-91 . (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(q), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 
§ 3, 2003; Ord. No. 5362 § 2(p), 2002; Ord. No. 5342 § 5, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-92. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this ordinance and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Residential density shall be between one (1) and twenty (20) acres per dwelling unit as shown in the gênerai plan 
land use élément or pemiitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. 

(b) Minimum lot size: On lands designated "Urban Residential" on the General Plan land use map, minimum lot size 
shall be twenty thousand (20,000) square feet. On lands designated "rural residential" on the gênerai plan land use map. 
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minimum lot size shall be one point five (1.5) acres unless public water serves the lot, in which case the minimum shall be 

one (1) acre. 

(c) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest 
and lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof. 

( 1 ) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet ( 1 6'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 

feet(24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet (16') height limit except that in major developments up to 

fifteen percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Thirty-five feet (35'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Thirty-five feet (35'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this Article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1, up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') 
feet, may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (16') feet above 
the corridor route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or 
neighboring properties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than twenty four feet (24') above the corridor route grade 
directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is 
compatible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be folio wed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
1, 1980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such 
structures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, 
or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new 
définition of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent ( 1 0%) of floor area and not to 
exceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is.greater. 

(d) Minimum lot width: The minimum average lot width required within each lot is eighty feet (80'). 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Thirty-five percent (35%). Lot coverage may bewaivedby the directorofthe permit and 
resource management department for greenhouses and swimming pools. 

(f) Yard requirements: The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR 
or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26-323(f). 

( 1 ) Front yard: Not less than thirty feet (30') provided, however, that no structure shall be located doser than fifty- 
five feet (55') to the centerUne of any public road, street, or highway. 

(2) Side yard: Minimum ten feet (10'). 

(3) Rearyard: Twenty feet (20') minimum. 

(4) Watering troughs, feed troughs accessory buildings and runs used for the housing or maintenance of kennel 
animais shall be located at least fifty (50) feet from the front property line, twenty feet (20') from any side or rear property 
line, and thirty feet (30') from any dwelling on the adjacent property. 

(5) No garage or carport opening facing the sfreet shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any exterior 
property line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any block or portion thereof in the same 
zoning district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the 
average of the front yards of the such garages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than 



26C-73 (Revised 6-02) 



§ 26C-92 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26C-92 

ten feet. Further, the director of the permit and resource management department may require a use permit of the réduction 
might resuit in a traffic hazard. 

(6) Notwithstanding the above, if a résidence is elevated to meet flood requirements, the space undemeath the 
structure may be utiHzed for a garage or carport if it will meet building codes, even if the ten foot (10') to twenty foot (20') 
setback cannot be met, subject to approval of administrative design review. 

(7) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces, other cantilevered portions of structures, and similar 
architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum length of the projections shall not 

occupy more than of the total length of the wall on which it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes, or landing places 

may extend six feet (6') into any required front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(8) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one block or portion thereof in the same zoning 
district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the 
front yards of the improved lots, subject to the limitations of Section 26C-92(f)(5). 

(9) Accessory building(s) may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot, provided that 
such building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. Such accessory building(s) 
shall not be located doser than ten feet (IC) to the main buildings on adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
swimming pools may occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') 
shall be maintained between the wall of a pool and the rear and side property Unes, and from the main building on the same 
lot. Conventional pool accessory equipment (pump, fîlters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. Additional 
setbacks may be required under the uniform building code. 

(10) Additional setbacks may be required within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, scenic corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature, designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(g) Parking requh-ements: 

(1) On-site parking shall be provided for a minimum of two (2) vehicles for each dwelling unit. 

(2) On-site parking shall be screened from view from public roadways by natural végétation, landscaping, natural 
topography, fencing or structures. 

(3) On-site parking shall not block emergency vehicle access ways or tumarounds. 
(h) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3 , and land use 
recommendations 20 zmd 21, Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identifîed "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) AU development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the poUcies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and steuidards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and poUcies shaU apply. Development shall comply with Coastal Plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shaU occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(i) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is 
required if an access way is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description 
of each access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected 
even if no access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types ofaccess may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
access way should be dedicated. If a bluff top frail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 
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b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A cor- 
ridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with siope easements plus the additional area necessary for 
tiie placements of improvements. 
(i) Design requirements: 

( I ) Ail new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view rat- 
ing maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution Unes shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1, 2001 .) 

Article X. R1 — Low Density Residential District. 

Sec. 26C-1 OOA. Purpose. 

To stabilize and protect the residential characteristics of the district and to promote and encourage a suitable environment 
for family life. The RI district is intended for single family homes in low density residential areas, as provided in Section 
2.2.1 of the gênerai plan, which are compatible with existing neighborhood character. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-1 00. Permitted uses subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The following uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. Only those uses permitted in (a) and (b) 
are considered principal permitted uses, except that additional dwellings beyond one single-family dwelling are not consid- 
ered principal pennitted uses. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction in association with thèse 
uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control standards. 

(a) Principal uses: 

(1) One (1) dwelling unit on permanent foundation per lot. 

(2) Housing opportunity type C projects that satisfy ail of the applicable requirements of the gênerai plan housing 
élément and the coastal plan housing section, including the design and development criteria set forth in Section 26C-326.2 of 
the coastal zoning ordinance for type C housing opportunity areas located in low density residential four (4) dwelling units 
per acre areas depicted on the coastal plan land use maps . Thèse design and development criteria shall prevail over any con- 
flicting criteria specified below in section 26C-102. Compliance with thèse criteria for type C housing opportunity areas 
shall be determined by the décision making body. Nothing herein shall limit the ability of the décision making body to either 
deny or to apply conditions to the approval of a housing opportunity type C project. 

(3) Transitional housing subject to compliance with the requirements Housing Elément Policy HE-4p. 

(4) One (1) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Sections 26-88-060 and 26C-325.1. 

(5) Density bonus projects for affordable housing pursuant to Section 26C-326. 1 . 

(b) OtherUses: 

(1) Home occupations. 

(2) Small residential community care facility. 

(3) Accessory buildings and uses incidental and appurtenant to any permitted use. 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten ( 1 0) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested per- 
son, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(5) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and 
similar food and fiber crops. 

(6) Small family day care. 



26C-75 (Revised 5-04) 



§ 26C- 1 00 SONOM A COUNTY CODE § 26C- 1 1 



525. 



(7) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26C- 

(8) Beekeeping. 

(9) One (1) guest house per lot. 

(10) Hobby greenhouses up to five hundred (500) square feet in floor area. 

(11) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities which meet the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(12) Minor free-standing commercial facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7 and 
subject to approval of a zoning pennit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a site plan and one (1) 
élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received 
from any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section. 

(13) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325.7. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a 
ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 47 has been received from any 
interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above article. 

(c) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department 
are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C- 1 00. (Ord. No. 5429 § 4(b), (c), 2003; Ord. No. 
5318 § 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-1 01 . Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

(1 ) Permitted uses listed in Section 26C-1 00 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fillor construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Residential uses: 

(1) Planned developments and condominiums. Compatibility with adjacent development, unique characteristics, 
innovation, provision of amenities, and the provision of housing which is affordable pursuant to the requirements of Housing 
Elément Sections 3. 1 and 3.1.1 are additional criteria which will be utilized in evaluating such development. Condominium 
conversion shall be subject to the requirements of Housing Elément Policy HE-3i. 

(2) Housing opportunity area type C projects based on alternative design and development criteria to those set forth 
in the coastal zoning ordinance for type C housing opportunity areas located in low density residential 4 dwelling units per 
acre areas, or, as applicable, section 26C-102 below. A use permit for such project shall not be approved unless the project 
meets ail other requirements of the gênerai plan and the coastal plan for type C projects. Nothing herein shall limit the ability 
of the décision making body to either deny or to apply conditions to the approval of a housing opportunity type C project. 

(3) Infill development subject to the requirements of the gênerai plan housing élément. 

(c) Other Uses: 

( 1 ) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums, and crématoriums. 

(2) Non-commercial clubs and lodges. 

(3) Swimming clubs, tennis clubs, golf courses but not including miniature golf courses. 

(4) Public and private nonprofit elementary schools, junior high schools, and collèges. 

(5) Churches. 

(6) Public playgrounds, parks, community centers, libraries, muséums, and similar uses and buildings. 

(7) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted) including, but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power and transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, and parking lots which, at a 
minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(8) Exploration and development of low température geotherraal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(9) Large residential community care facility. 
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( 1 0) Day care center. 

(11) Intermediate free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimmn to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(12) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities greaterthan eighty feet(80') in height subject at a minimum to 
the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(13) Small-scale homeless shelters serving ten (10) persons or less, subject to design review. 

(d) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department 
are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-101 . (Ord. No. 5429 § 4(c), 2003; Ord. No. 
5318§ 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-102. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Residential density shall be between one (1) and six (6) dwelling units per acre as shown in the gênerai plan land use 
or housing élément or as permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive, provided however, that for a 
housing opportunity area type C project which meets ail of the requirements of Section 26C- 1 00(a)(5), or where a use permit 
for such project is approved pursuant to Section 26C- 1 1 (b), the maximum residential density shall be eleven (11) dwelling 
units per acre. 

(b) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 

(1) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen foot (16') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24') and fifteen feet (15') for accessory buildings. 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Thirty-five feet (35') for the main building 
and fifteen feet (15') for accessory buildings. 

(6) Agricultural structures: Thirty-five feet (35'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') , 
may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (16') above the corridor 
route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring proper- 
ties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-fîve feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body fmds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade di- 
rectly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is com- 
patible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
1 , 1 980, shall be considered to be contbrming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such struc- 
tures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or 
the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new défini- 
tion of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (1 0%) of floor area and not to ex- 
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ceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(c) Minimum lot size: Six thousand (6,000) square feet. 

(d) Minimum lot width: The minimum average lot width required within each lot is sixty feet (60'). 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Forty percent (40%). Lot coverage may be waived by the director of the permit and resource 
management department for swimming pools. 

(f) Yard requirements: The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR or 
designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

( I ) Front yard: Not less than twenty feet (20') provided, however, that no structure shall be located doser than forty- 
flve feet (45') to the centerline of any public road, street or highway. 

(2) Side yard: Not less than five feet (5') except where the side yard abuts a street in which case such yard shall be 
the same as the front yard. On lots where access is gained to an interior court by way of a side yard or where an entrance to a 
building faces the side line, said side yard shall be not less than ten feet (10'). 

(3) Rear yard: Not less than twenty feet (20'). 

(4) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any exterior prop- 
erty line, except that where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any block or portion thereof in the same zoning 
district hâve been improved with garages or carports, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average 
of the front yards of garages or carports. However, in no case shall the front yards be reduced to less than ten feet (1 0'). Fur- 
ther, the Permit and resource management department director may require a use permit if the réduction might resuit in a 
fraffic hazard. 

(5) Notwithstanding the above, if a résidence is elevated to meet flood requirements, the space undemeath the struc- 
ture may be utilized for a garage or carport if it will meet building codes, even if the ten foot (1 0') to twenty foot (20') set- 
back cannot be met, subject to approval of administrative design review. 

(6) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fïreplaces, other cantilevered portions of structures, and similar archi- 
tectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum length of the projections shall not occupy 

more than of the total length of the wall on which it is located. Uncovered porches, fïre escapes, or landing places may 

extend six feet (6') into any required front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(7) Where twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one ( I ) biock or portion thereof in the same zoning 
district hâve been improved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the 
front yards of the improved lots, subject to the restrictions of Section 26C-102(f)(4). 

(8) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot, provided that such 
building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. Such accessory buildings shall not 
be located doser than ten feet (10') to the main buildings on adjacent lots. Notwithstanding the foregoing, swimming pools 
may occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. A minimum of three feet (3') shall be maintained 
between the wall of a pool and the rear and side property lines, and from the main building on the same lot. Conventional 
pool accessory equipment (pump, filters, etc.) shall be exempt from setback restrictions. Additional setbacks may be required 
under the uniform building code. 

(9) Additional setbacks may be required within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, scenic corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature, designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(g) Parking requirements: 

(1 ) Residential uses: Require one (1 ) covered off-street parking space and one (1) screened parking space per dwell- 
ing unit. The requirements for covered parking may be waived by the director of the permit and resource management de- 
partment where topographie conditions and/or small lot size make the provision of covered parking difficult. Factors to be 
considered shall be compatibility with the neighborhood and safety of access onto public sfreets. Landscaping and/or fencing 
may be required where appropriate. 

(2) Other uses shall confomi to parking régulations, 
(h) Small lot subdivision standards for single-family detached dwelling unit subdivisions. The following standards may 
be utilized in place of those in Sections 26C-102(c) through (f), provided that additional usable common open area is pro- 
vided based upon the following: 

Average Lot Area Open Area Per Lot 

5500-6000 square feet 1 10 square feet 

5000-5500 square feet 200 square feet 
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(1 ) Minimum lot width: Fifty feet (50') to be measured at front building set back line twenty feet (20') behind front 
property line). 

(2) Average lot width: M/A. 

(3) Minimum lot area: four thousand five hundred (4500) square feet. 

(4) Average lot area: five thousand (5000) square feet. 

(5) Minimum side yard setback: five feet (5'). 

(6) Minimum front yard setback: twenty feet (20') to garage, fifteen feet (1 5') to house. 

(7) Average front yard setback: twenty-two feet (22') to garage, seventeen feet ( 1 7') to house. 

(8) Minimum rear yard setback: twenty feet (20'). 

(9) Minimum corner lot side setback: fifteen feet (15'). 

(10) Minimum front élévation surface area: flve hundred (500) square feet. 

(11) Average front élévation surface area: six hundred fifty (650) square feet. 

(12) Maximum amount of two-story homes: two-thirds of project. 

(13) Minimum parking requirements: space length equals eighteen feet (18'). 

An additional one and one-half feet (1-1/2') on street parking spaces per lot to be provided in driveway and/or on street 
(one (1) space on or adjacent to lot; one-half space within project boundary but not on school/park frontage). 
( 1 4) Corner lots: Only one ( 1 ) or one and one-half (1-1/2) story houses. 
(15) Sidewalk/curb configuration: 

a. Sidewalks contiguous to curb allowed along internai residential streets; 

b. Landscaped parkway strip ("street trees") between curb and sidewalk required for project "collector" or "ar- 
terial" streets. 

(i) Where planned developments and condominiums are proposed, dwelling units may be attached; common walls will 
be pennitted. The lot size, coverage and setback requirements of Sections 26C-102(c) through (g) shall not apply to thèse 
planned developments and condominiums. 

(j) Environmental and Hazards Requirements. 

(1 ) Environmental Protection and Hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1 , Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) AH development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on sJopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(k) Access Dedication. 

(1) Each perniit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is required 
if an access way is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description of each 
access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected even if no 
access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types of access may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new de- 
velopment between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide ac- 
cess way should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be re- 
quired to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A cor- 
ridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary for 
the placements of improvements. 

(1) Design Requirements. 
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( 1 ) Ali new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landfonn and végétation catégories included in the coastal administi'ative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view rat- 
ing maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead line. 

(m) Inclusionary Housing Requirements. 

(1) In housing projectsofeleven(l I) or more units, a minimum offifteen percent (1 5%) of thèse units shall beaf- 
fordable to very low, low or moderate income households, unless the conditions delineated in the coastal land use plan apply. 

(2) In housing projects of five (5) to ten (10) units, either fifteen percent (15%) of the units shall be affordable to 
very low, low or moderate income households, or a six percent (6%) in lieu fee shall be paid to a coastal zone site acquisition 
and development fund to be administered by the county housing authority. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Article XI. R2 — Médium Density Residential District. 

Sec. 26C-1 1 0A. Purpose. 

To préserve as many of the désirable characteristics of one-family residential districts as possible while pemiitting higher 
densities, and to implement the provisions for médium density residential development in Section 2.2. 1 of the gênerai plan. 
(Ord. No. 5318 § 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-110. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The following uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. Only those uses permitted in (a) and (b) 
are coiisidered principal permitted uses, except that additional dwellings beyond one single-family dwellings are not consid- 
ered principal pennitted uses. AH clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction in association with thèse 
uses shall confonn to the site development and érosion control standards. 

(a) Principal uses: 

(1 ) Dwelling units on permanent foundations in accordance with the residential density shown in the gênerai plan 
land use élément or that density permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. Development shall com- 
ply with coastal plan policies. 

(2) One (1) second dwelling unit per lot, pursuant to Sections 26-88-060 and 26C-325.I. 

(3) Housing opportunity area type A or type C projects that satisfy ail of the applicable requirements of the gênerai 
plan housing élément and the coastal plan housing section, including the design and development criteria set forth in Section 
26C-326.2 of the coastal zoning ordinance for type A housing opportunity areas located in médium density residential seven 
to eight (7-8) dwelling units per acre areas and for type C located in the médium density residential five to six (5-6) dwelling 
units per acre areas depicted on the coastal plan land use maps. Thèse design and development criteria shall prevail over any 
conflicting criteria specified below in Section 26C-1 12. Compliance with thèse criteria for such type A and C housing oppor- 
tunity areas shall be determined by the décision making body. Nothing herein shall limit the ability of the décision making 
body to either deny or to apply conditions to the approval of such a housing opportunity type A or C project. 

(4) Transitional housing subject to compliance with the requirements of Housing Elément Policy HE-4p. 

(5) Density bonus projects for affordable housing pursuant to Section 26C-326.1. 

(b) Other uses: 

(1) Home occupations. 

(2) Small residential community care facility. 

(3) Accessory buildings and uses incidental and appurtenant to the primary use. 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten ( 1 0) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten (10) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested per- 
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son, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(5) Small family day care. 

(6) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26C- 
325.3. 

(7) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and 
similar food and fiber crops. 

(8) Beekeeping. 

(9) Hobby greenhouses up to five hundred (500) square feet in floor area. 

( 1 0) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities which meet the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(11) Minor free-standing commercial facilities, subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7 and 
subject to approval of a zoning pennit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a site plan and one élé- 
vation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten 
( 1 0) days prior to issuance of the pennit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from 
any interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section. 

(12) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325.7. Facilities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a 
ministerial zoning permit for which notice is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 47 has been received fi*om any 
interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above article. 

(c) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of director of the permit and resource management department are of 
a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Sections 26C-1 1 0. (Ord. No. 5429 § 4(a), 2003; Ord. No. 53 1 8 
§ 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-1 1 1 . Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

( 1 ) Pennitted uses listed in Section 26C- 1 1 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Residential uses: 

( 1 ) Planned Developments and Condominiums. Compatibility with adjacent development, unique characteristics, 
innovation, provision of amenities and the provision of housing which is affordable pursuant to the requirements of housing 
élément Sections 3. 1 and 3. 1 . 1 to very low and low income households are additional criteria which wilj be utilized in evalu- 
ating such development. Condominium conversion shall be subject to the requirements of Housing Elément Policy HE-3i. 
The lot size, coverage, and yard requirements of Section 26C-1 12 shall not apply to planned developments or condomini- 
ums. 

(2) Mobile home parks and recreational vehicle parks combined therewith, subject to the provisions of Article 26C- 
325.5. 

(3) Closure, cessation of use, or conversion of a mobile home park to an altemate land use provided that the criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-332.2 are met. 

(4) Housing opportunity area type A or type C projects based on alternative design and development criteria to those 
set forth in Section 26C-326.2 of the coastal zoning ordinance or, as applicable. Section 26C-1 1 2 below for type A housing 
opportunity areas located in médium density residential seven to eight (7-8) dwelling units per acre and for type C located in 
the médium density residential five to six (5-6) dwelling units per acre areas depicted on the coastal plan land use maps. A 
use permit for such project shall not be approved unless the project meets ail other requirements of the gênerai plan and the 
coastal plan for such type A or C projects. Nothing herein shall limit the ability of the décision making body to either deny or 
to apply conditions to the approval of such a housing opportunity type A or C project. 

(c) Other uses: 

(I) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums and crématoriums. 
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(2) Swimming clubs, tennis clubs, noncommercial clubs and lodges, golf courses, but not including miniature golf 
courses. 

(3) Public and private nonprofit elementary schools, junior high schools and collèges. 

(4) Churches. 

(5) Public playgrounds, parks, community centers, libraries, muséums, and similar uses and buildings. 

(6) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and parking lots which, 
at a minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(7) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(8) Large residential community care facility. 

(9) Day care center. 

(10) Intermediate free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the applicable 
criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(11) Non-commercial Télécommunication Facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to 
the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(12) Small-scale homeless shelters serving ten (10) persons or less, subject to design review. 

(d) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department 
are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Sections 26C-1 1 1. (Ord. No. 5429 § 4, 2003; Ord. No. 5318 
§1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-1 12. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Residential density shall be between six (6) and twelve (12) dwelling units per acre as shown in the gênerai plan land 
use or housing élément or that density permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive, provided however 
that for a housing opportunity area type A project which meets ail of the requirements of Section 26C- 1 1 0(a)(5), or where a 
use permit for such project is approved pursuant to Section 26C-1 01(b), the pennitted residential density may be increased 
one hundred percent ( 1 00%) above the mapped désignation in the gênerai plan to a maximum of twenty-four (24) dwelling 
units per acre. Ail applications for a discretionary approval shall be designed to meet at a minimum, the density requirements 
shown in the gênerai plan land use élément or on the sectional district maps, whichever is more restrictive, provided how- 
ever, that a lesser density may be approved if the body deciding the application détermines that such a réduction in density is 
necessary to mitigate a particular significant effect on the environment and that no other spécifie mitigation measure or alter- 
native would provide a comparable lessening of the significant impact. Nothing set forth in this section shall be construed to 
prohibit the construction of one single family dwelling on a single lot of record. 

(b) Height Limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 

(1) Coastal: 

a. West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). Commercial height limits are twenty- 
four feet (24'). 

b. Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet (16') height limit except that in major developments up to 
fifteen percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

c. East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet ( 1 6'). There 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

d. East of Highway J and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 
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e. East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: See standard height limits below. 

f. An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (16') above the corridor 
route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring 
properties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body fmds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade 
directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is 
compatible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be foUowed. 

g. A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after 
December 1 , 1 980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of 
such structures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or 
repair, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expîinsions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new 
définition of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent ( 1 0%) of floor area and not to 
exceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater, 

h. Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(2) Standard: 

a. For main structures, where an R2 district abuts an RI or RR district, for each four feet (4') of building height 
in excess of fifteen feet (15') the side yard setback shall be increased by one foot ( 1 '). In ail cases, where the side yard abuts 
a north, northwesterly, or northeasterly property Une and the proposed main building exceeds fifteen feet ( 1 5') in height, the 
applicant shall submit at the time of application, évidence to show that the proposed building shall not cîist a shadow greater 
than ten percent (10%) of the solar collection absorption area on the adjacent lot at any one (1) time between the hours of 
nine am to three p.m. on December 21st local standard time. Accessory structures shall not exceed one (1) story. 

(c) Minimum lot size: six thousand (6000) square feet. 

(d) Minimum lot width: The minimum average lot width required within each lot is sixty feet (60'). 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Forty percent (40%), including ail structures, driveways, and parking areas, except that up 
to ten percent ( 1 0%) additional coverage may be allowed for projects providing at least three (3) units per acre inclusionary 
housing. 

(f) Yard requirements: The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR 
or designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

(1) Front yard: Not less than twenty feet (20') provided, however, that no structure shall be located doser than 
forty-five feet (45') from the centurion of any public road, street, or highway. Front yard requirements may be reduced up to 
five feet (5') in order to obtain an average of twenty feet (20'). 

(2) Side yard: Not less than five feet (5') except where the side yard abuts a street in which case such yard shall be 
the same as a front yard. On lots where access is gained to an interior court by way of a side yard, or where an entrance to a 
building faces the sideline, said side yard shall be not less than ten feet (10'). 

(3) Rear yard: Not less than twenty feet (20'). 

(4) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any street, 
property line, or less than twenty-four feet (24') from any interior property Une. 

(g) Parking requirements: 

(1) Residential use: 

a. Not less than one (1) covered parking space for each dwelling unit; 

b. Not less than one-half uncovered guest parking space for each dwelling unit in a garden apartment or 
dwelling group involving four (4) or more dwelling units; 

c. Developments containing nine (9) or more dwelling units shall provide an additional one-half uncovered 
guest parking space for each dwelling unit having two (2) or more bedrooms. 

(2) Any other use shall provide off-street parking in accordance with the standards established in Article XXXI. 
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(h) Small lot subdivision standards for single family detached dwelling unit subdivisions: The foUowing standards 
may be utilized in place of those in Section 26C-1 12(c) through (f), provided that additional usable common open area is 
provided based upon the following: 



Average Lot Area Open Area per Lot 

5500 - 6000 square feet 1 1 square feet 

5000 - 5500 square feet 200 square feet 



( 1 ) Minimum lot width: fifty feet (50') width to be measured at front building set back line twenty feet (20') behind 
front property line 

(2) Average lot width fifty feet (50'). 

(3) Minimum lot area: four thousand five hundred (4500) square feet. 

(4) Average lot area: five thousand (5000) square feet. 

(5) Minimum side yard setback: five feet (5'). 

(6) Minimum front yard setback: twenty feet (20') to garage, fîfteen feet (15') to house. 

(7) Average front yard setback: twenty-two feet (22') to garage, seventeen feet (17') to house. 

(8) Minimum rear yard setback: twenty feet (20'). 

(9) Minimum corner lot side setback: fifteen feet (15'), 

(10) Minimum front élévation surface area: five hundred (500) square feet. 

(11) Average front élévation surface area: six hundred twenty-five (625) square feet. 

(12) Maximum amount of 2-story homes: two-thirds of project. 

(13) Minimum parking requirements: spacelengthequalseighteenfeet(18'). 

An additional one and one half (1-1/2) on sfreet parking spaces per lot to be provided in driveway and/or on street one (1) 
space on or adjacent to lot; one-half space within project boundary but not on school/park frontage). 

(14) Corner lots: only one (1) or one and one half (1-1/2) storyhouses. 

(15) Sidewalk/curb configuration. 

a. Sidewalks contiguous to curb allowed along intemal residential streets. 

b. Landscaped parkway strip ("sfreet frees") between curb and sidewalk required for project "coUector" or 
"arterial" sfreets. 

(i) Where planned developments and condominiums are proposed, dwelling units may be attached; common walls will 
be permitted. The lot size, coverage and setback requirements of Section 26C-112 shall not apply to thèse planned 
developments and condominiums. 

(j) Development standards for dwelling groups and/or multi-family structures involving three (3) or more dwelling 
units: 

( 1 ) Ail utility distribution facilities (including but not limited to electric, communication and cable télévision lines) 
installed in and for the purpose of supplying service to any residential development shall be placed underground, except 
equipment appurtenant to underground facilities, such as surface-mounted transformers, pedestal-mounted terminal boxes 
and meter cabinets, and concealed ducts. The subdivider is responsible for complying with the requirements of this section, 
and shall make the necessary arrangements with the utility companies involved for the installation of said facilities. 

(2) Landscaping shall be provided and perpetually maintained in ail required yards. 

(3) Installation of improvements to assure adéquate drainage shall be required. 

(4) AU refiise collection areas shall be enclosed on at least three (3) sides by a five foot (5') high wall, said wall to 
be constructed of masonry or other material as specifîcally approved by the director of the permit and resource management 
department. Altemate methods of refiise storage and screening thereof may be approved by the director of the permit and 
resource management department. 

(5) To the extent possible ail off-sfreet parking areas shall be screened from view of surrounding résidents by a 
fence not less than four feet (4') in height, or by landscape materials having a normal two (2) year growth of not less than 
four feet (4') in height. 

(6) Ail points of vehicular access and vehicular circulation to and from off-street parking areas, and driveways onto 
public rights of way, shall be approved by the director of public works. 

(7) Ail off-street parking areas shall be paved with asphalt or équivalent and shall conform to the off-street parking 
design standards of Article XXXI. 
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(8) Public utilities and easements therefor shall be provided as required by applicable public utilities and agencies. 

(9) The placement of main buildings on any lot or parcel of land in the R2 (médium density residential) district 
shall conform to the foUowing: 

a. Parallel buildings front to front or arranged around an open court: thirty-five feet (35') or one-story buildings 
or fr)rty feet (40') for two-story buildings. Driveways shall not be located within said building séparation. 

b. Parallel buildings front to rear or front to side: twenty feet (20') for one-story buildings or twenty-five feet 
(25') for two-story buildings. 

c. Parallel buildings rear to rear or rear to side: fifteen feet (15') for one-story buildings plus two and one-half 
(2-1/2) feet for each additional story of each building in excess of one story. 

d. Parallel buildings side to side: ten feet (10') for one-story buildings plus two and one-half (2-1/2) feet for 
each additional story of each building in excess of one story. No enfries shall be permitted for such séparation between 
building placed side to side. 

e. For obliquely aligned buildings, the distances hereinbefore specified may be decreased by five feet (5') at one 
building corner if increased by an equal or greater distance at the other corner. 

(10) The placement of garages and non-dwelling accessory buildings on any lot or parcel of land in the R2 
(médium density residential) district shall conform to the following: 

a. On the rear third of an interior or corner lot, the side yard and rear yard shall be not less than three feet (3') in 
width. In the case of a corner lot, ail buildings shall observe the required side yard on the street side. 

b. On any lot where the garage opens directly to a sfreet, same shall be set back not less than twenty feet (20') 
from the property line. 

c. The distance between main buildings and non-dwelling accessory buildings shall be not less than eight feet 

(8'). 

(11) In developments of more than eight (8) units, a landscaped, unified usable open recreational and leisure area 
totaling at least three hundred (300) square feet for each dwelling unit is required. Said areas shall be conveniently located 
and readily accessible to each dwelling unit. 

(12) The following areas shall not be considered as contributing to required recreational and leisure areas: 

a. Any required front, side or rear yard. 

b. Any area used for parking or vehicular circulation. 

c. Areas reserved for private family use, such as patios, except that for each unit with six hundred (600) square 
feet or more of such private area, the recreational and leisure area may be reduced by three hundred (300) square feet. 

(k) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1 , Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development and érosion confrol standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(1) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is required 
if an access way is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description of each 
access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected even if no 
access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two (2) types ofaccess may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
access way should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
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required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-fîve feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessaiy to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

(m) Design review: Design review and site plan approval shall be required for ail dwelling groups and apartment 
developments featuring four (4) or more dwelling units in the manner provided in Article XXIX. 

( 1 ) Ail new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view 
rating maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead line. 

(n) Inclusionary housing requirements. 

(1) In housing projects of eleven (1 1) or more units, a minimum of fifteen percent (15%) of thèse units shall be 
affordable to very low, low, or moderate income households unless the conditions delineated in the coastal land use plan 
apply. 

(2) In housing projects of five (5)to ten (10) imits, either fifteen percent (15%) of the units shall be affordable to 
very low, low, or moderate income households, or a six percent (6%) in lieu fee shall be paid to a coastal zone site 
acquisition and development fimd to be administered by the county housing authority. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Article XII. PC — Planned Communlty District. 

Sec. 26C-120A. Purpose. 

To implement the provisions of Section 2.3 of the gênerai plan land use élément which provide for mixed residential and 
commercial use and to implement the provisions of Section 2.2 of the gênerai plan. Planned communities are intended to 
allow diversification in the relationship of various uses, buildings, structures, lot sizes and open spaces while insuring 
substantial compliance with adopted gênerai plans and with the intent of this ordinance in requiring adéquate standards 
necessary to satisfy requirements of public health, safety and gênerai welfare. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-120. Application. 

(a) Applications to rezone lands to planned community shall be accompanied by a preliminaiy development plan that 
meets the requirements of Section 26C-121. 

(b) Except for uses permitted by Section 26C-122, applications for building and zoning permits and the land division 
approvals required by the Sonoma County Subdivision Ordinance shall be preceded by the approval of a précise 
development plan that meets the requirements of Section 26C-124. 

(c) The précise development plan shall be noticed, heard and determined by the planning commission or the board of 
supervisors in the manner provided for use permits in Article 33. 

(d) The sectional district maps for planned community district shall reflect the preliminary development plan by showing: 

(1) The précise areas and anticipated square footage of commercial use, where applicable. 

(2) The précise areas and number of résidences, where applicable. 

(3) A référence to any resolution of intent adopted by the planning commission or board of supervisors at the time of 
recommendation or adoption of the sectional district maps. (Ord. No, 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-121. Preliminary development plan. 

The preliminary development plan shall be a graphie représentation of the applicant's intended development showing: 
(a) The entire proposed planned community. 
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(b) If used in the "limited commercial," "récréation and visitor serving commercial", or "gênerai commercial" land 
use category, the proposed land uses precisely divided between residential and commercial. 

(c) A preliminary circulation pattem. 

(d) A preliminary site plan for ail residential areas including the size of each area. 

(e) The proposed number of dwelling units and size of each unit. 

(f) The anticipated square footage and building intensity for commercial development in each area. 

(g) The type and location of proposed public facilities located on site, 
(h) General delineation of those units to be constructed in progression. 

(i) Topography at contour intervais determined by the director of the permit and resource management department. 

(j) The relationship of the planned community to its surroundings and the gênerai plan. 

(k) Other information deemed necessary by the director of the permit and resource management department. 
Revision(s) to the preliminary development plan may be approved in the same manner as provided in Article 33, except that 
permit expiration provisions shall be automatically waived. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-122. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The foUowing uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. AU clearing of végétation, grading, 
excavation, fiU or construction in association with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control 
standards. 

(a) Uses consistent with an approved précise plan. 

(b) One (1) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot provided that the lot contains not less than six thousand 
(6,000) square feet of area and is at least sixty feet (60') m width. 

(c) Home occupations. 

(d) Small residential community care facility. 

(e) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a 
written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten (10) 
days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received Ifrom any interested 
person, and provided that approval is secured from the foUowing departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building 
inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(f) SmaU family day care. 

(g) Large family day care provided that the applicant shaU meet aU performance standards listed in Section 26C-325 .3 . 
(h) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities which meet the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 

325.7. 

(i) Minor free-standing commercial teleconmiunication faciUties, subject to the appUcable criteria for such facilities in 
the RR district set forth in Section 26C-325.7 and subject to approval of a zoning permit, including environmental review, 
for which notice, including a site plan and one (1) élévation with dimensions for such facility, is mailed to adjacent property 
owners and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal 
pursuant to Article 47 has been received from any mterested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall 
be held pursuant to the above Section. 

(j) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the appUcable criteria set 
forth in Section 26C-325.7. FacUities between forty feet (40') and eighty feet (80') in height are subject to approval of a 
ministerial zoning permit for which notice is maUed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least 
ten (10) days prior to issuance of the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Article 47 has been received from any 
interested person. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above article. 

(k) On lands designated as "rural residential" on the gênerai plan land use map, the foUowing additional uses: 

(1) Raising, feeding, maintaining and breeding of not more than one of the foUowing per twenty thousemd (20,000) 
square feet of area: If the subject parcel is at least five (5) acres, additional animais may be approved by use permit pursuant 
to Section 26C-123. 

a. Five (5) hogs or pigs; 

b. One (1) horse, mule, cow, or one steer; 
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c. Five (5) goats, sheep, or similar animais; 

d. Fifty (50) chickens or similar fowl; 

e. Fifty (50) ducks or geese or one hundred (100) rabbits or similar animais; 

f. 4-H and FFA animal husbandry projects are permitted without limitation of parcel size provided that the parcel 
contains at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and provided fiirther a letter of project authorization is first submitted 
by the project advisor. The director of the permit and resource management department may require the appliceint to obtain a 
use permit when the director détermines that the project might be detrimental to surrounding uses. 

(2) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, trees, flowers, vines, finits, vegetables, hay grain and 
similar food and fiber crops. Except as noted below, agricultural cuhivation shall not be permitted in the foUowing areas: 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') of the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 
Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in subsections a. through c. above upon approval of a management plîm which 
includes appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be approved by 
the director of the permit and resource management department or by use permit pursuant to Section 26C-123(a). 

(3) Accessory buildings, and uses appurtenant to the opération of the permitted uses. Accessory buildings may be 
constructed on vacant parcels of two acres or more in advance of a primary permitted use. On vacant parcels less than two 
acres, accessory building may only be constructed if less than one hundred twenty (120) square feet or as incidental to an 
existing agricultural use. 

(4) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and 
similar food and fiber crops, provided that the greenhouse or similar structure for indoor growing is less than five hundred 
(500) square feet. 

(5) One(l)guesthouseperlot. 

(6) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department 
are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C- 122. 

(1) On lands designated as "urban residential" on the gênerai plan land use map, the foUowing additional uses: 

(1) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and 
similar food and fiber crops. 

(2) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department 
are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C- 12.2(1). 

(m) On lands designated as "limited commercial" or "gênerai commercial" on the gênerai plan land use map: 

( 1 ) Intermediate free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities fifty feet (50') or less in height subject to the 
applicable criteria for such facilities in the CS District set forth in Section 26C-325.7 and subject to approval of a zoning 
permit, including environmental review, for which notice, including a site plan and one élévation with dimensions for such 
facility, is mailed to adjacent property owners and posted on the subject property at least ten (10) days prior to issuance of 
the permit and provided that no appeal pursuant to Section 26-92-040 has been received from any interested person. In the 
event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to the above section. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-123. Uses permitted with précise development pian (précise development plan is synonymous 
with "use permit"). 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

( 1 ) Permitted uses listed in Section 26- 1 22 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, 
or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) On lands designated as "rural residential" on the gênerai plan land use map, those uses permitted with a use permit in 
the RR district (Section 26C-91) except Section 26C-91(b)(3) (second dwelling units). 

(c) On lands designated as "rural residential" on the gênerai plan land use map, intermediate and major free-standing 
commercial teleconununication facilities subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth for such facilities in the RR 
district in Section 26C-325.7 and only if the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the decision-making body that there 
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is no technically feasible alternative site(s) or strategy which would provide the needed service on lands which are not zoned 
AR, RR, RI, R2, R3, or PC with a UR or RR land use désignation. 

(d) On lands designated as "urban residential" on the gênerai plan land use map, those uses permitted with a use permit in 
the RI (low density residential) or R2 (médium density residential), (Sections 26C-101 & 1 1 1 respectively) whichever is 
applicable. 

(e) On lands designated as "urban residential" on the gênerai plan land use map, intermediate free-standing commercial 
télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth for such facilities in the RI district in 
Section 26C-325.7 and only if the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the decision-making body that there is no 
technically feasible alternative site(s) or strategy which would provide the needed service on lands which are not zoned AR, 
RR, RI , R2, R3, or PC with a UR or RR land use désignation. 

(f) Golf courses, boarding of horses and commercial stables, and similar récréation facilities. 

(g) Accessory buildings and uses. 

(h) On lands designated as "limited commercial", or "gênerai commercial" on the gênerai plan land use map, the 
following uses provided that they are necessary or désirable and are not detrimental to surrounding areas: 

(1) Any generally recognized retail business which supplies conmiodities on the premises, such as groceries, méats, 
dairy products, baked goods or other foods, drugs, dry goods, clothing, notions or hardware. 

(2) Any personal service establishment which performs services on the premises for persons residing in adjacent 
residential areas, such as shoe repair, dry cleaning, tailoring, beauty parlors, or barber shops, or any service establishment of 
an office-showroom or workshop nature. 

(3) Restaurants or other places serving foods or beverages. 

(4) Professional, administrative and gênerai business offices. 

(5) Gasoline service stations and mini-marts. 

(6) Other similar commercial uses which the planning commission détermines are consistent with the provisions of 
Sections 2.3.1, 2.3.2, 2.3.3 and 2.3.4 of the gênerai plan land use élément. 

(7) Additional dwelling units on permanent foundations as part of a mixed conmiercial/residentiail development 
provided that they are secondary to and compatible with an existing or proposed commercial use according to the following 
criteria; 

a. The combined floor area of ail of the residential units on the site must be less than fifty percent (50%) of the 
combined floor area of the commercial development unless the project is located in a designated Redevelopment Project 
Area, in which case the residential floor area must only be less than the floor area of the commercial development. 

b. The maximum sizeofany residential unit isonethousand (1000) square feet. 

(i) On lands designated as "limited commercial" or "gênerai commercial" on the gênerai plan land use map, 
intermediate free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities greater than fifty feet (50') in height subject at a 
minimum to the criteria for such facilities in the CS district set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

0) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and 
télécommunications facilities excepted) including, but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, 
téléphone exchanges, small power and transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, 
and parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise 
exempt by state law. 

(k) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80*) in height subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(1) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development 
purposes provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(m) Day care center. 

(n) Large residential community care facility. 

(o) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management 
department are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-123. 

(p) Lodging on parcels designated "récréation and visitor-serving" in the gênerai plan. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 
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Sec. 26C-124. Précise development plan. 

For uses and subdivisions not satisfying the minimum requirements of Section 26C-122, a précise development plan (use 
permit) must précède the filing of an application for tentative map or zoning permit. 

(a) The précise development plan shall be a précise, graphie and written représentation of the applicant's intended 
development describing: 

(1) Location and description of ail buildings. 

(2) Vehicular circulation. 

(3) Pedestrian circulation. 

(4) Parking. 

(5) Topography at contour intervais determined by the director of the permit and resource management department. 

(6) Drainage plan. 

(7) Building élévations. 

(8) Landscaping and maintenance provisions therefore. 

(9) Gross area, lot area and open areas calculated to the nearest tenth of an acre. 

(10) Delineation of those subunits to be constructed in progression. 

(11) Signage. 

(12) Other information deemed necessary by the director of the permit and resource management department. 

(b) The maintenance of and perpétuai existence of required open areas shall be guaranteed by création of entities and the 
imposition of real conditions, co venants and restrictions as required by county counsel. 

(c) In the event that a subdivision map is not required for approval of the entirety of any gênerai or précise plan of 
planned community, such approval shall not become effective until conveyances for any required public easements, streets, 
rights of way, or other public areas shall hâve been filed with the county surveyor and accepted by the board of supervisors. 
Where any land is to be conveyed for public use, a title report issued by a title Insurance company in the name of the owner 
of the land, issued to or for the benefit and protection of the county of Sonoma showing ail parties whose consent is 
necessary and the nature of their interest therein, shall be filed with the conveyances of such land. 

Where public improvements are to be constructed or where improvements are to be made upon lands to be conveyed to 
the county of Sonoma, the landowner shall exécute and file an agreement between himself and the county providing for the 
installation of such improvements at the landowner' s cost and expense, and in accordance with the approved development 
improvement agreement and bonds provided for herein shall be considered in a like manner as are requirements upon 
improvement agreements and bonds under régulations for subdivisions. Such improvement agreement and bonds shall be 
deemed to include and cover the installation of landscaping and planting as required by an approved plan thereof whether 
such landscaping and planting shall be upon public or private lands. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-125. Residential density, building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall 
supersede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plein policies. 

(a) Residential density for lands in residential land use catégories shall be as shown in the gênerai plan land use 
élément or that density permitted by a B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. Development shall comply with 
coastal plan policies. 

(b) Building intensity: The maximum building intensity of the use of a site for lands in commercial land use 
catégories shall be determined by multiplying the maximum building height Irniit and the maximum lot coverage. The 
specified height or lot coverage limits may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity 
is not exceeded. 

(c) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest 
and lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof. 

( 1 ) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet ( 1 6'). Conraiercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet (16') height limit except that in major developments up to 
fifteen percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 
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(3) Eeist of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). There 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: thirty-fîve feet (35'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: thirty-five feet (35'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sbcteen feet (16') above the corridor 
route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring 
properties anâ is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade 
directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is 
compatible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
1, 1980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such 
structures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, 
or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new 
définition of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to 
exceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(d) Minimum lot size: six thousand (6,000) square feet or as indicated on the approved précise development plan. 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: 

(1) Percentage: Thirty-five percent (35%) for lots in excess of six thousand (6,000) square feet in size or forty 
percent (40%) for lots six thousand (6,000) square feet or smaller or as indicated on the approved précise development plan, 
provided however that for a mixed commercial and residential development, pursuant to Section 26C-123(h), the maximum 
lot coverage shall not exceed fifty (50) percent subject to Section 26C-125(b). Lot coverage Umitation may be waived by the 
director of the permit and resource management department for swimming pools. 

(2) Building mass: Whereas this section permits, in effect, single- family dwellings with no side yards between, 
there shall be no more than six (6) dwellÎDg units nor a length of more than one hundred fifty feet ( 1 50'), whichever is less, in 
any contiguous group or in any one building, unless specifically approved otherwise by the Sonoma County Planning 
Commission. 

(f) Yard requirements: The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR 
or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

( 1 ) Front yard required: Twenty feet (20') or as shown on the approved précise development plan, provided that no 
garage opening may be located doser than twenty feet (20') from any road, right of way or common driveway. A variation in 
setbacks shall be encouraged. 

(2) Side or rear yards required: As required by the RI District or as indicated on the approved précise development 
plan, provided that at least ten feet (10') must be maintained between ail detached buildings. Smaller side and rear yard 
setbacks may be allowed by the director of the permit and resource management department when abutting dedicated 
common open space or open areas. Approval of the applicable homeowner's association and signatures of neighbors shall be 
required. 

(3) Spécial yards required for dwelling groups according to the provisions of Section 26C-1 I2(i). 

(g) Parking requirements: 

(l) Residential: Garage space or parking space. 
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a. Not less than two (2) covered off-street parking spaces per dwelling unit. The requirements for covered 
parking may be waived for single-family dwellings if the lot on which the dwelling is to be placed is of such size, shape or 
location that the areas devoted to automobile parking will be visually screened from adjacent lots and from the common 
roadway(s) serving the property, provided that site plan approval in accordance with Article XLI is first secured. 

b. Multi-family dwellings and dwelling groups: One (l)uncovered guest parking space per dwelling unit. 
(2) Any other use shall provide parking in accordance with the standards in Article XXXI. 

(h) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 21, Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(i) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is 
required if an access way is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description 
of each access way and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected 
even if no access way is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two (2) types ofaccess may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mzmdatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availabiïity of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-fïve feet (25') wide 
access way should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bliiff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extendmg approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

(j) Design review approval: AU uses in the PC district are subject to design review approval with the exception of the 
uses in Section 26C-122. 

( 1 ) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, appUcable scenic view 
protection poUcies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view 
rating maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead Une. 

(k) Inclusionary housing requirements. 

(1) In housing projects of eleven (1 1) or more units, a minimum of fifteen percent (15%) of thèse units shall be 
affordable to very low, low, or moderate income households unless the conditions delineated in the coastal land use plan 
apply. 

(2) In housing projects of five (5) to ten (10) units, either fifteen percent (15%) of the units shall be affordable to 
very low, low, or moderate income households, or a six percent (6%) in Ueu fee shall be paid to a coastal zone site 
acquisition and development fund to be administered by the county community development conmiission. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 
1,2001) 
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Article XIII. CS — Rural Services District. 

Sec. 26C-130A. Purpose. 

To implement Sections 2.3.1 and 2.3.2 of the gênerai plan land use élément by providing areas witliin the coastal zone 
which permit various retail business, service and professional activities only within rural community and urban service 
boundaries designated in the coastal plan. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001 .) 

Sec. 26C-130. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The following uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, 
excavation, fiU or construction in association with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control stan- 
dards. 

(a) Retail and personal service uses: 

(1 ) Neighborhood retail businesses which supply household commodities on the premises such as groceries, méats, 
dairy products, baked goods or other foods, drugs, notions or hardware; personal service establishments which perform ser- 
vices on the premises for persons residing in adjacent residential areas such as shoe repair, dry cleaning shops, tailor shops, 
beauty parlors, barber shops and the like. Ail retail sales and service uses shall be conducted entirely within a building. 
Maximum building gross floor area is three thousand (3,000) square feet. 

(2) Plant and garden supply stores, nurseries and similar outdoor sales uses. 

(3) Appliance repair, TV and electronic repair. 

(4) Restaurants, bars and cocktail lounges, provided that no live entertainment and dancing is allowed. Maximum 
building gross floor area is three thousand (3,000) square feet. 

(5) Financial institutions such as banks and savings and loan offices, provided the facility is limited to three thou- 
sand (3,000) square feet of gross floor area. 

(6) Professional, administrative, and gênerai business offices. 

(7) Health clinics. 

(8) Health care offices. 

(b) Other uses: 

( I ) Accessory buildings and uses normally incidental to any permitted use. This shall not be construed as permitting 
any commercial use or occupation other than those specifically permitted. 

(2) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 26C- 
325.2. 

(3) Small family day care. 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten (10) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning pennit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received fi^om any interested per- 
son, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(5) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26C- 
325.3. 

(6) Small residential community care facility. 

(7) Beekeeping. 

(8) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(9) Minor and intermediate free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities fifty feet (50') or less in height 
subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 1 0) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height subject to the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(11) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 
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(c) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are of a 
simiiar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C- 1 30. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(r), 2003; Ord. No. 5343 § 3, 2002; 
Ord.No. 5318§ 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-131. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

( 1 ) Permitted uses listed in Section 26C- 1 30 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Retail and personal service uses: 

(1 ) Retail sales uses described in Section 26C- J 30(a)(l ) which exceed three thousand (3,000) square feet gross floor 
area. 

(2) Produce stands and feed store. 

(3) Art galleries, antique stores, second hand sales, and auction studios. 

(4) New and used passenger vehicle, truck, trailer, farm implement, boat, recreational vehicle sales and rental. 

(5) Vehicle parts and accessories sales, and tire sales. 

(6) Outdoor sales yards, auction yards, and flea markets. 

(7) Gasoline service stations and mini-marts. 

(8) Art, craft, music and dancing schools. 

(9) Business, professional or trade schools and collèges. 

(10) Restaurant, bars and cocktail lounges which include live entertainment and/or dancing, or which exceed three 
thousand (3,000) square feet gross floor area. 

(11) Drive-in and take-out restaurants. 

(12) Landscape materials yards and building material yards. 

(13) Commercial firewood yards including wood splitting. 

( 1 4) Financial institutions described in Section 26C-26(a)(3) and which exceed three thousand (3,000) square feet 
gross floor area. 

( 1 5) Passenger and recreational vehicle maintenance services including service stations, washing and waxing, brake 
muffler, and tire repair. 

(16) Passenger and recreational vehicle repair, body work, upholstery, and painting. 

(17) Truck maintenance and repair. 

(18) Animal hospitals, shelters, kennels, and veterinary clinics. 

(19) Equipment rental yards. 

(20) Minor agricultural services which serve the immédiate vicinity including blacksmithing, weiding, sraall ma- 
chinery repair, and the like. 

(c) Recreational uses: 

( 1 ) Hotels, motels, inns, and guest ranches which are not located within designated village commercial areas in the 
coastal plan. 

(2) One (1) bed and breakfast inn, of five or fewer rooms per définition, subject to design review, Article XXIX, 
and/or landmarks commission Article 24. No accessory structures shall be used for rental occupancy. A bed and breakfast 
inn shall hâve an owner and/or operator in résidence within the structure. Nonamplified music, lawn parties, weddings, or 
simiiar outdoor activities may be allowed where specifically included in the use permit. 

(3) Commercial récréation facilities including theaters, gymnasiums, swimming centers, skating rinks, tennis clubs, 
racquetball and handball facilities. 

(4) Recreational vehicle parks, subject to Section 26C-325.5. 

(d) Residential uses: 

(1) One (I) dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot, subject, at a minimum, to the following criteria and 
provided that no commercial use may be permitted uniess the dwelling unit is removed or converted to another use in accor- 
dance with this district: 

a. The property has constraints or is of such a size as to make it infeasible to develop with commercial uses 
allowed by zoning. 

b. The unit compiles with setbacks, building heights, and other standards of the applicable zoning district. 
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c. The unit meets other conditions which may resuit from the application review process. 

(2) One dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot, if compatible with and secondary to an existing or pro- 
posed commercial use, and provided that the property has not otherwise been developed with a dwelling unit. 

(3) Additional dwelling units on permanent foundations provided that they are secondary to and compatible with an 
existing or proposed commercial use according to the foUowing criteria: 

a. The combined floor area of ail of the residential units on the site must be less than fifty percent (50%) of the 
combined floor area of the commercial development. 

b. Ail residential units shall be attached units and each unit or group of units shall be attached to the commer- 
cial structure. 

c. The maximum size of any residential unit is one thousand (1000) square feet. 

(e) Other uses: 

(1) Wholesale warehouses and storage warehouses. 

(2) Fleet storage yards and equipment storage yards. 

(3) Fuel yards. 

(4) Cabinet shops; electrical, plumbing and heating shops; weldirig, sheet métal and machine shops. 

(5) Recycling centers for household paper, glass. 

(6) Public and private elementary schools, junior high schools, high schools and collèges. 

(7) Public playgrounds, parks, community centers, libraries, muséums and similar uses. 

(8) Cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums, and crématoriums. 

(9) Noncommercial clubs and lodges. 

(10) Churches. 

(11) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utihty uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transfonner stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, and parking lots which, 
at a minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2(s) and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

( 1 2) Intermediate free-standing télécommunication commercial facilities greater than fifty feet (50') in height subject 
at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 1 3) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to 
the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 1 4) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(15) Large residential community care facility. 

(16) Major médical facilities, small médical offices and clinics. 

(17) Outdoor vendors. 

(18) Recycling centers for household paper, glass, metals. 

(19) Day care center. 

(20) Commercial planned developments and commercial condominiums. Compatibility and provision of amenities 
shall be required and unique characteristics, design innovation and creativity shall be additional criteria utilized in evaluating 
such development. The lot size and requh-ed yards of Section 26C-132 shall not apply to such development. 

(2 1 ) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand fïve 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(f) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department 
are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-131. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(s), 2003; Ord. No. 
5318 § 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-132. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Building intensity: The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be determined by multiplying the maxi- 
mum building height limit and the maximum lot coverage. The specified height or lot coverage lirnits may be modified if a 
use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not exceeded. 
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(b) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof. 

(1) West of Highway 1: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet ( 1 6') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway I in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway J and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway I and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Thirty-five feet (35'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Thirty-five feet (35'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1, up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body fmds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet ( 1 6') above the corridor 
route grade directiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring proper- 
ties and is compatible with community character, and does not exceed the allowed building intensity. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body fmds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade di- 
rectiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is com- 
patible with community character, and does not exceed the allowed building intensity. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building pennit was issued after December 
1 , 1980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such struc- 
tures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or 
the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new défini- 
tion of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to ex- 
ceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(c) Minimum lot size: 

( 1 ) Where both public sewer and public water services are provided or where public sewer service alone is provided, 
ten thousand (10,000) square feet. 

(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one (1) acre. 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one point five (1 .5) acre. 

(d) Maximum lot coverage: Fifty percent (50%)) provided that additional lot coverage may be permitted subject to Sec- 
tion 26C-132(a). 

(e) Yard requirements: The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR or 
designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

(1) Front yard: None, except where the frontage of a block is partially in an R District, in which case the front yard 
shall be not less than twenty feet (20'). 

(2) Side yard: None, except where the side of a lot is next to any R district, in which case the side yard shall be not 
less than ten feet (10'). 

(3) Rear yard: None, except where the rear of a lot abuts on an R district, in which case the rear yard shall be not less 
than ten feet (10'). 

(4) Greater yards may be required in order to meet the standards of design review. 
(t) Parking requirements: 
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( 1 ) Not less than two (2) covered off-street parking spaces per dwelling unit The requirements for covered parking 
may be waived for single-family dwellings if the lot on which the dwelling is to be placed is of such size, shape, or location 
that the areas devoted to automobile parking will be visually screened from adjacent lots and from common roadways 
serving the property, provided that site plan approval in accordance with design review is fîrst secured. 

(2) Multi-family dwellings and dwelling groups: one ( 1 ) covered space plus one ( 1 ) uncovered guest parking space 
per dwelling unit. 

(3) Any other use shall provide parking in accordance with the standards in parking régulations, 
(g) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

(1) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 21, Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identifïed "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(h) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is 
required if an accessway is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description 
of each accessway and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected 
even if no accessway is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two (2) types of access may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the fîrst public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
accessway should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet (15') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

(i) Design review: Design review approval shall be required for ail permitted uses in the manner provided in Article 
XXDC. 

( 1 ) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, appUcable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coîistal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process fmal view 
rating maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant enviromnental effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Article XIV. CI— Commercial Tourist District. 

Sec. 26C-140A. Purpose. 

To encourage a compatible blend of récréation and tourist-conmiercial uses in such a way as to perpetuate Sonoma 
County's coastal recreational resources in the manner provided in Section 2.3.4 of the gênerai plan. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 
2001) 
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Sec. 26C-140. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The following uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, 
excavation, fiU or construction in association with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control 
standards. 

(a) Tourist Commercial Uses. 

( 1 ) Hotels, motels, inns, resorts, and guest ranches up to fifteen ( 1 5) units which are not located within designated 
village commercial areas in the coastal plan. 

(2) Retail shops which principally serve tourists, including sale of resort apparel, curios, souvenirs, fihn, and 
magazines, with a combined total size of less than three thousand (3,000) square feet. 

(3) Restaurants, including drive-in and take-out, and cocktail lounges accessory to restaurants or ovemight 
accommodations, less than two thousand (2,000) square feet in size. 

(4) Art galleries and antique studios less tihan three thousand (3,000) square feet in size. 

(5) One bed and breakfast inn, of five or fewer rooms per defmition, subject to design review. Article XXDC, and 
Landmarks Commission Article 24. No accessory structures shall be used for rental occupancy. A bed and breakfast inn 
shall hâve an owner and/or operator in résidence within the structure. Non-amplified music, lawn parties, weddings, or 
similar outdoor activities may be allowed where specifically included in the use permit. 

(6) Visitor information center. 

(b) Otheruses. 

( 1 ) One ( 1 ) dwelling unit or living quarter as an accessory use only, provided it is occupied by the owner, operator, 
or caretaker of the principal uses conducted on the property. 

(2) Home occupations. 

(3) The outdoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, fruits, vegetables, hay, grain, and 
similar food and fiber crops. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be permitted in the following areas: 

(a) Within on hundred feet (100*) of the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

(b) Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

(c) Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank in designated "upland riparian corridors." 
Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in subsections a. through c. above upon approval of a management plan which 

includes either appropriate mitigations for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be 
approved by the director of the permit and resource management department or by use permit pursuant to Section 26C- 
141 (a). 

(4) Small residential community care facility. 

(5) Accessory uses and buildings incidental and appurtenant to the primary use. 

(6) Small family day care. 

(7) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail performance standards listed in Section 26C- 
325.3. 

(8) Professional, administrative and gênerai business offices provided that the site is within an urban service area 
designated in the gênerai plan and that the use is primarily intended to serve tourist commercial and recreational needs. 

(9) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a 
written appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten (10) 
days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested 
person, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building 
inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(10) Public parks. 

(11) Beekeeping. 

( 1 2) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(13) Minor and intermediate free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in 
height subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 
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(14) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height which meet the applicable crite- 
ria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 1 5) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

(c) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the pennit and resource management department are of a 
similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C- 140. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(t), 2003; Ord. No. 5343 § 3, 2002; 
Ord.No. 5318§ 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-141. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

(1 ) Permitted uses listed in Section 26C-140 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, 1111 or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Tourist commercial uses: 

(1) Tennis and racquet clubs. 

(2) Marinas, including yacht clubs, fueling docks and incidental boat storage sales. 

(3) Recreational vehicle parks, tent camps or campgrounds, including incidental retail sales of groceries, drugs, and 
supplies. 

(4) Noncommercial clubs and lodges, country clubs and golf courses, including miniature golf courses. 

(5) Commercial récréation facilities and uses such as indoor and outdoor sports facilities, athletic clubs, amusement 
parks and health resorts, subject to the limitations on lodging facilities contained in Section 26C-141(b)(6). 

(6) Hotels, motels, inns, resorts, and guest ranches of sixteen ( 1 6) or more units which are not located within village com- 
mercial areas in the coastal plan and subject, at a minimum, to a limit of two hundred (200) rooms in designated urban service ar- 
eas, one hundred (100) rooms in rural areas which are serviced by public sewer, and a limit of frfty (50) rooms otherwise. 

(7) Retail shops which principally serve tourists, including sale of resort apparel, curios, souvenirs, film, and maga- 
zines with a combined size in excess of three thousand (3,000) square feet. 

(8) Restaurants, including drive-in and take-out and cocktail lounges accessory to restaurants or overnight accom- 
modations in excess of two thousand (2,000) square feet in sizè. 

(9) Art galleries and antique studios in excess of three thousand (3,000) square feet in size. 

(10) Shooting and archery ranges. 

(11) Professional, administrative and gênerai business offices. 

(12) Automobile service stations and gasoline sales. 

(13) Bars and cocktail lounges, including those which provide live entertainment and dancing. 

(14) Theaters. 

(15) Open air theaters, and similar establishments involving large assemblages of people. 

(c) Other uses: 

• (1) Bus terminais. 

(2) Taxi terminais. 

(3) Commercial parking facilities. 

(4) Héliports. 

(5) Art, craft, music, and dancing schools. 

(6) Business, professional or trade schools and collèges. 

(7) Churches. 

(8) Public playgrounds, private parks, community centers, libraries, muséums and similar public uses and buildings. 

(9) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transformer stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards and parking lots which, 
at a minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(1 0) Intermediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in 
height subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 
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(11) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 1 2) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(13) Large residential community care facility. 

(14) Day care center. 

(J 5) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas, for which a management plan has not been approved by the di- 
rector of the permit and resource management department pursuant to Section 26C-140(b)(3). 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') of the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') of the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') of the top of the bank in designated ''upland riparian corridors." 

(16) Gymnasiums, health clubs spas and similar uses. 

(17) Amplified live music. 

( 1 8) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(d) Other nonresidential uses which, in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department, 
are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-141. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(u), 2003; Ord. No. 
5318 § 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-142. Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Building intensity: The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be detemiined by multiplying the maxi- 
mum building height limit and the maximum lot coverage. The specified height or lot coverage limits may be modified if a 
use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not exceeded. 

(b) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof. 

(1) West of Highway 1: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet ( 1 6') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (1 5%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). There 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway l and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Thirty-five feet (35'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Thirty-five feet (35'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C-325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (1 6') above the corridor 
route grade directiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring proper- 
ties and is compatible with community character, and does not exceed the allowed building intensity. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade di- 
rectiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is com- 
patible with community character, and does not exceed the allowed building intensity. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be foUowed. 
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(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 1 , 
1 980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such sti'uctures 
shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or the 
building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 
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Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply witli the new 
définition of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to 
exceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(c) Minimum lot size: 

(1) Where both public sewer and public water services are provided or where public sewer service alone is 
provided, ten thousand (10,000) square feet. 

(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one (1) acre. 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one point five (1.5) acres. 

(d) Minimum lot width: The minimum average lot width within each lot is eighty feet (80'). 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Sixty percent (60%) provided that additional lot coverage may be permitted subject to 
Section 26C-142(a). 

(f) Yard requirements: The foUowing shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR 
or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

( 1 ) Front yard: None, except where the frontage in a block is partially in an R district, in which case the front yard 
shall be not less than twenty feet (20'). 

(2) Side yard: None, except where the side of a lot is next to any R district, in which case the side yard shall be not 
less than ten feet (10'). 

(3) Rear yard: None, except where the rear of a lot abuts on an R district, in which case the rear yard shall be not 
less than ten feet (10'). 

(4) Greater yards may be required in order to meet the standards of design review. 

(g) Pîirking Requirements. 

(1) Parking shall be provided in accordance with the standards established in parking régulations, 
(h) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained m the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1 , Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) AU development shall be subject to site development zmd érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(i) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An ofifer of dedication is 
required if an accessway is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description 
of each accessway and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected 
even if no accessway is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two (2) types ofaccess may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water' s edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
accessway should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet (1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

G) Design review: Design review approval shall be required for ail permitted uses in the manner provided in Article 
XXIX. 
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( 1 ) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view ^B 

protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, ^^ 

or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view 
rating maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution Unes shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead Une. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XV. C2 — Commun ity Commercial District. 
Sec. 26C-150A. Purpose. 

The community commercial district is intended to implement the provisions of the Sonoma County General Plan, Section 
LU-2.3 . 1 to provide areas which permit a fuU range of retail goods and services for a residential and business community as 
a whole rather than a local neighborhood and to implement the objectives of adopted redevelopment plans within 
redevelopment project areas in the gênerai plan. This district provides for comparison retail shopping and direct consumer 
service uses which are usually sought on occasion, rather than daily. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-150. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The foUowing uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. AU clearing of végétation, grading, 
excavation, fiU or construction in association with thèse uses shaU conform to the site development and érosion control 
standards. AU uses requiring a coastal permit are appealable. 

(a) Commercial uses: 
( 1 ) Retail stores supplying conraiodities for résidents of the county such as bakeries, ice cream, grocery and Uquor 

stores, news stands, fumiture, hardware, and appliance stores, department stores, stationery stores, sporting goods stores, pet 
shops, florist shops, automobile accessoiy stores îind the like. Retail nurseries. 

(2) Repair and service uses such as laundry and dry cleaning establishments, barber shops, beauty parlors, shoe 
repair and tailor shops, photography studios, radio and TV repair shops, and the like. 

(3) Restaurants serving alcohol, bars, cocktail lounges, provided that no Uve entertainment or dancing is allowed. 

(4) Pharmacies, including retail sales of drugs, opticians and orthopédie supplies, cards, books, film and variety 
items. 

(5) Fumiture, carpet and drapery stores, including incidental repair; paint and waU covering stores. 

(6) Plant and garden supply stores, florist shops entirely enclosed within a building. 

(7) Travel agencies. 

(8) Téléphone answering services, computer services, crédit services, 

(9) Indoor commercial récréation facUities including theaters, gynmasiums, swim centers, skating rinks, tennis 
clubs, health clubs, racquetball and handball facilities, and bowling alleys. 

(10) Art gaUeries, and antique studios. 

(b) Otheruses: 

(1) Financial institutions such as banks and savings and loan offices, professional administrative and gênerai 
business offices. 

(2) Business, professional and trade schools or collèges. 

(3) Small coUection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 26C- 
325.2. 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department wiU issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a 
written appeal is not received within ten (10) days fi-om the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten (10) 
days prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received fi-om any interested 

person, and provided that approval is secured from the foUowing departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building ^^ 

inspection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . ^^Ê 
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(5) Small family day care. 

(6) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail perfonnance standards listed in Section 26C-325.3. 

(7) Small residential community care facility. 

(8) Beekeeping. 

(9) Attached commercial télécommunication faciiities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 
( 1 0) Minor and intermediate free-standing coiiunercial télécommunication faciiities eighty feet (80') or less in height 

subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(11) Noncommercial télécommunication faciiities eighty feet (80') or less in height which meet the applicable crite- 
ria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(12) Small-scale homeless shelters serving up to ten ( 1 0) persons, subject to design review, within designated urban 
service areas. 

(13) Emergency homeless shelters with up to fifty (50) beds, subject to design review, within designated urban ser- 
vice areas. 

( 1 4) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

(c) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the pennit and resource management department are of a 
similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C- 1 50. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(v), 2003; Ord. No. 5429 § 5, 2003; 
Ord. No. 5343 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-151. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

(1) Permitted uses listed in Section 26C-1 50 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or.unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Commercial uses: 

(1 ) Hotels, motels, guest ranches, inns, churches, clubs and lodges, which are not located within designated village 
commercial areas in the coastal plan. 

(2) Second hand sales and auction studios. 

(3) New and used automobile and recreational vehicle sales, service and repair establishments. 

(4) Takeout food, live entertainment, amplified live music. 

(5) Gasoline service stations, gasoline sales, car washes, public garages and mini-marts. 

(6) Animal hospitals, veterinary clinics and kennels. 

(7) Outdoor commercial récréation faciiities including tennis clubs, swimming centers, amusement park rides and 
games, miniature golf, boat rentals and launching faciiities, skateboard parks, and outdoor skating faciiities. 

(8) Business support services including copying and printing. 

(9) Household goods rental store. 

(10) Outdoor sales yards and flea markets, outdoor vendors. 

(11) Retail sales of automobile parts, accessories and tires including installation, auto upholstery shops. 

(12) Bed and breakfast inn, per définition. No accessory structure shall be used for rental occupancy. A bed and 
breakfast inn shall hâve an owner and/or operator in résidence within the structure. Nonamplified music, lawn parties, wed- 
dings, or similar outdoor activities may be allowed where specifically included in the use permit. 

(13) Commercial planned developments and commercial condominiums. Compatibility and provision of amenities 
shall be required and unique characteristics, design innovation and creativity shall be additional criteria utilized in evaluating 
such development. The minimum lot size and required yards of Section 26C-152 shall not apply to such development. 

(14) Automobile rental agencies. 

(15) Bus terminais. 

(16) Commercial parking faciiities. 

(17) Taxi tenninals. 

(18) Héliports. 

(c) Other uses: 
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( 1 ) One dwelling unit on a permanent foundation per lot subject, at a minimum, to the following criteria, and pro- 
vided that no commercial use may be permitted uniess the dwelling unit is removed or converted to another use in accor- 
dance with this district. 

a. The property has constraints or is of such a size as to make it infeasible to develop with the commercial uses 
allowed by zoning. 

b. The unit compiles with setbacks, building heights, and other standards of the applicable zoning district. 

c. The unit meets other conditions which may resuit from the application review process. 

(2) Additional dwelling units on permanent foundations provided that they are secondary to and compatible with an 
existing or proposed commercial use according to the following criteria: 

a. The combined floor area of ail of the residential units on the site must be less than fifty percent (50%) of the 
combined floor area of the commercial development. 

b. Ail residential units shall be attached units and each unit or group of units shall be attached to the commer- 
cial structure. 

c. The maximum size of any residential unit is one thousand (1000) square feet. 

(3) Day care center. 

(4) Large residential community care facility. 

(5) Major médical facilities. 

(6) Public playgrounds, parks, community centers, libraries, muséums, and similar uses. 

(7) Mortuaries, cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums, and crématoriums. 

(8) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted), including but not limited to réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transfomier stations, fire and police stations and training centers, and service yards and parking lots 
which at a minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(9) Intermediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in 
height subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

( 10) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(11) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(12) Amplified live music. 

(13) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(d) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C- 151. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(w), 2003; Ord. No. 53 1 8 
§ 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-152. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. 

(a) Building intensity: The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be determined by multiplyingthe maxi- 
mum building height limit and the maximum coverage of the lot in square feet. The specified height or lot coverage limits 
may be modified if a use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not exceeded. 

(b) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 

(1) West of Highway I : Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet ( 1 6') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway I in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). There 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 
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(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway I and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Thirty-five feet (35'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Thirty-five feet (35'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 
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(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 

325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (16') above the corridor 
route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring 
properties and is compatible with community character, and does not exceed the allowed building intensity. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body fmds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade 
directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is 
compatible with community character, and does not exceed the allowed building intensity. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be folio wed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
1, 1980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such 
structures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, 
or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new 
définition of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to 
exceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(c) Maximum lot coverage: Fifty percent (50%) provided that additional coverage may be permitted subject to 
Section 26C-152(a). 

(d) Minimum lot size: Ten thousand (10,000) square feet. Commercial planned developments and condominiums; 
minimum project size shall be one (1) acre. 

(e) Yard requirements: The foUowing shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR 
or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

( 1 ) Front yard: None, except where the frontage in a block is partially in an R district, in which case the front yard 
shall be not less than twenty feet (20'). 

(2) Side yard: None, except where the side of a lot abuts upon the side of a lot in an R district, in which case the 
side yard shall be not less than five feet (5'). 

(3) Rear yard: None, except where the rear of a lot abuts on an R district, in which case the rear yard shall be not 
less than five feet (5'). 

(4) Greater yards may be required in order to meet the standards of design review. 

(f) Parking spaces: AU uses shall fiimish parking as required by Article XXXI. 

(g) Environmental and Hazards Requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3 , and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1 , Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development sind érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), uinless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(h) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is 
required if an accessway is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description 
of each accessway and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected 
even if no accessway is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two (2) types ofaccess may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 
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a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the fïrst public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
accessway should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

(i) Design review: Design review approval shall be required for ail permitted uses in the manner provided in Article 
XXXIX. 

(1) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view 
rating maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environment effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Article XVI. AS — Agricultural Services District 

Sec. 26C-160A. Purpose. 

This district is intended to implement Section 2.3.2 of the gênerai plan by limiting the uses in the limited commercial land 
use category to those necessary to support local agricultural production. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-160. Permitted uses, subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The foUowing uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, 
excavation, fiU or construction in association with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control 
standards. AU uses requiring a coastal permit are appealable. 

(a) Principal uses: 

(1) Agricultural support services with a maximum of one employée and occupying no more than one-half acre of 
land. 

(2) The growing and harvesting of shrubs, plants, flowers, trees, vines, finits, vegetables, hay, grain, and similar 
food and fiber crops, including wholesale nurseries. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be permitted in 
the foUowing areas: 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') fi-om the top of the bank of the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') fi-om the top of the bank of designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') fi-om the top of the bank of the designated "upland riparian corridors." 
Agricultural cultivation may be allowed in subsections a. - c. above upon approval of a management plan which includes 

appropriate mitigation for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impact. This plan may be approved by the director 
of the permit and resource management department or by use permit pursuant to Section 26C-161(a). 

(3) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing, and sùnilar préparation of crops which are grown on 
the site, but not including agricultural processing. 

(4) Tasting rooms and other sales and promotion, and incidental storage, of agricultural products grown or 
processed in the local area and subject to the provisions of Article XXXI. 

(5) Beekeeping. 

(b) Residential uses: 

(1) One (1) dweUing unit on a permanent foundation per lot. 
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(c) Other uses: 

(1) Home occupations. 

(2) Small residential community care facility. 

(3) Accessory buildings and uses incidental and appurtenant to any permitted use. 

(4) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten ( 1 0) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten ( 1 0) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested per- 
son, and provided that approval is secured from the following departments: sheriff, public heaith, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 . 

(5) Small family day care. 

(6) Large family day care provided that the applicant shall meet ail perfonnance standards listed Section 26C-325.3. 

(7) Noncommercial kennels for up to ten (10) dogs. 

(8) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

(9) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management depart- 
ment are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-1 60. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(x), 2003; Ord. 
No. 5343 § 3, 2002; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-161 . Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

( 1 ) Permitted uses listed in Section 26C- 1 60 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Principal uses: 

(1 ) Livestock feed yards, animal sales yards. 

(2) Commercial mushroom farming. 

(3) Retail nurseries which involve products not grown on the site. 

(4) Agricultural support services with more than one employée or occupying more than one-half acre of land. 

(5) Slaughterhouses, animal processing plants, rendering plants, fertilizer plants or yards which serve agricultural 
production in the local area. 

(6) Processing, storage, bottling, canning, or similar activities involving agricultural products of a type grown, pro- 
duced, or processed in the local area. 

(7) Production or marketing services related to agricultural production in the local area. 

(8) Farm equipment sales and repair. 

(c) Residential uses: 

(1 ) One ( 1 ) caretaker unit per lot in rural areas as defmed in the gênerai plan. 

(d) Other uses: 

(1) Large residential community care facility. 

(2) Day care center. 

(3) Amplified live music. 

(4) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution Unes and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted) including, but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power and transformer station, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, and parking lots which, at a 
minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(5) Intermediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities subject at a minimum to the ap- 
plicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(6) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 
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(7) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(8) Agricultural cultivation in the following areas for which a management plan has not been approved pursuant to 
Section 26C-325.7: 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') fi^om the top of the bank of the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank of designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank of the designated "upland riparian corridors." 

(9) Granges and similar community service facilities which do not adversely impact agriculture in the area. 

( 1 0) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(e) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are 
ofa similar and compatible nature tothose uses described in Section 26C-1 61. (Ord.No. 5436 § 2(y), 2003; Ord. No. 5318 
§1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-162. Permitted building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the gênerai régulations of this ordinance, and 
the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and coastal plan shall su- 
persede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Building intensity: The maximum building intensity of the use ofa site shall be detemiined by multiplying the maxi- 
mum building height limit and the maximum lot coverage. The specified height or lot coverage limits may be modified if a 
use permit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not exceeded. 

(b) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 

(J) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential : Sixteen feet (16') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). There 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Thirty-five feet (35'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Thirty-five feet (35'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C-325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body flnds that the sfructure is no higher than sixteen feet ( 1 6') above the corridor 
route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring proper- 
ties and is compatible with community character, and does not exceed the allowed building intensity. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade di- 
rectly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is com- 
patible with community character, and does not exceed the allowed building intensity. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
forthose properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building pennit was issued after December 
1, 1980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such struc- 
tures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or 
the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 
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Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new défini- 
tion of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to ex- 
ceed four hundred (400) square feet, sliali be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(c) Minimum lot size: 

(1) Where both public sewerand public water services are provided orwhere public sewer service alone is provided, 
eight thousand (8,000) square feet. 

(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one (1) acre. 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, 1 .5 acres. 

(d) Maximum lot coverage: Fifty percent (50%) provided that additional lot coverage may be permitted subject to Sec- 
tion 26C-I62(a). 

(e) Yard requirements: The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR or 
designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

(1 ) Front yard: None, except where the frontage of a block is partially in an R district, in which case the front yard 
shall be the same as required in such R district. 

(2) Side yard: None, except where the side of a lot abuts upon the side of a lot in an R district, in which case the side 
yard shall be not less than ten feet (10')- 

(3) Rear yard: None, except where the rear of a lot abuts on an R district, in which case the rear yard shall be not less 
than ten feet (10'). 

(f) Parking spaces: Parking shall be provided in accordance with the standards established in Article XXXI. 

(g) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

(1) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1 , Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified ''potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence o'ver thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(h) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is required 
if an accessway is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description of each 
accessway and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected even if no 
accessway is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types of access may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new de- 
velopment between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide ac- 
cessway should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be required 
to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no case shall 
the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A cor- 
ridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet (15') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary for 
the placements of improvements. 

(i) Design review: Design review approval shall be required for ail permitted uses in the manner provided in Article XXIX. 
( I ) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landfonn and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 
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(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view rat- 
ing maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more signiflcant environmental effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Article XVII. CF — Commercial Fishing District 

Sec. 26C-170A. Purpose. 

To create areas for resource support facilities for the commercial fishing industry within the gênerai plan's "limited indus- 
trial" land use catégories as provided in General Plan Policy LU-lOi. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-170. Permitted uses subject to site development and érosion control standards. 

The following uses are pennitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature des- 
ignated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use pennit is required. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, excava- 
tion, fill or construction in association with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control standards. 

(a) Fishing commercial uses: 

(1) Fish buying and selling facilities. 

(2) Fishing supply stores, including bait and tackle stores. 

(3) Warehouses for storage of fishing gear, boats, and trailers. 

(b) Other uses: 

(1) Accessory buildings and uses normally incidental to any pennitted use. 

(2) Occasional cultural events, provided that a written notice stating "The Sonoma County Permit and Resource 
Management Department will issue a zoning permit for a cultural event (state nature and duration) on this property if a writ- 
ten appeal is not received within ten (10) days from the date of this notice." is posted on the property at least ten (10) days 
prior to issuance of a zoning permit, and no appeal pursuant to Section 26C-33 1 has been received from any interested per- 
son, and provided that approval is secured irom the following departments: sheriff, public health, fire services, building in- 
spection and public works. In the event of an appeal, a hearing on the project shall be held pursuant to Section 26C-331. 

(3) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(4) Minor and intermediate free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height 
subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(5) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height which meet the applicable criteria 
set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(6) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand 
five hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in 
Section 26C-325.8. 

(c) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the pennit and resource management department are of a 
similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-170. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(z), 2003; Ord. No. 5343 § 3, 2002; 
Ord. No. 5318 § 1,2001.) 

Section 26C-171 . Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

(1 ) Permitted uses listed in Section 26C-1 70 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fiU or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
conidor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Fishing commercial uses: 

(1) Large and heavy merchandise sales related to fishing industry needs includingboatmachinery, parts, and hard- 
ware sales incidental thereto. 
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(2) New and used boat sales. 

(3) Fuel sales. 

(4) Marinas. 

(5) Dry cleaning and laundering services. 

(6) Business support offices related to the fishing industry including security services and harbor administration. 

(7) Boat repair and maintenance facilities. 

(8) Contractors' shops related to fishing activities, including welding, small machinery repair and the like. 

(9) Fishing support facilities including ice and blowers, fish off-loading, gear loading, boat haul-out and hoisting, 
pump-out, berthing and docks, boat launching, marine chandieries, and the like. 

(10) Boat and fishing related equipment rentals. 
(il) Storage yards for pennitted uses. 

(12) Fuel yards. 

( 1 3) Manufacturing, assembling or testing of devices, equipment and Systems of an electrical, electronic or electro- 
mechanical nature related to harbor or marine activities. 

(14) Marine testing laboratories, research and development facilities. 

(15) Fish processing plants. 

(c) Other uses: 

( 1 ) One ( 1 ) mobile home or dwelling unit, as an accessory use only, to be used as the résidence of the owner, opera- 
tor, or caretaker of the permitted use. 

(2) Restaurants, bars and cocktail lounges with or without live entertainment and dancing necessary to serve the CF 
district. 

(3) Campgrounds and recreational vehicle and travel trailer parks (including incidental retail sales of groceries, 
drugs, and supplies). 

(4) Commercial aquaculture. 

(5) Necessary sea walls, breakwaters, and other shoreline structures as permitted by Coastal Act Section 30235. 

(6) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission, distribution lines and télécommu- 
nications facilities excepted), including but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, 
small power stations, transfomier stations, fire and police stations and training centers, and service yards and parking lots 
which, at a minimum, meet the criteria of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are not otherwise exempt by state law. 

(7) Intermediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in 
height subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(8) Non-commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to the 
applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(9) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development pur- 
poses provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(10) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(d) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department 
are of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C-171. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(aa), 2003; Ord. No. 
5318 § 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-172. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of the ordinance codi- 
fied in this chapter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan 
and coastal plan shall supersede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Building intensity: The maximum building intensity of the use of a site shall be determined by multiplying the maxi- 
mum building height limit and the maximum coverage of the lot in square feet. The specified height or lot coverage limits 
may be modified if a use pennit is first secured and if the maximum building intensity is not exceeded. 

(b) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 



26C-111 (Revised 5-04) 



§ 26C-172 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26C-1 72 



( I ) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet ( 1 6')- Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet ( 1 6') height limit except that in major developments up to fifteen 
percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway I in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway I and visible irom designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Twenty-four feet (24'). 

(6) Agricuîtural structures: Twenty-four feet (24'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

(7) Maximum height for télécommunication facilities is subject to the provisions of this article and Section 26C- 
325.7. 

(8) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (1 6') above the corridor 
route grade directiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring proper- 
ties, is compatible with community character, and does not exceed the allowed building intensity. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway I up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade di- 
rectiy across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is com- 
patible with community character, does not exceed the allowed building intensity, and there are overriding considérations. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(9) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
l, 1980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such struc- 
tures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or 
the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new défini- 
tion of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to ex- 
ceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(c) Minimum lot size: (More than one building may be located on each lot) 

( 1 ) On lands designated "Limited Industrial" on the gênerai plan land use map where both public sewer and public 
water services are provided, or where public sewer service alone is provided, ten thousand (10,000) square feet. 

(2) Where public water service alone is provided, one ( 1 ) acre. 

(3) Where neither public sewer service nor public water service is provided, one and five-tenths (1.5) acres. 

(d) Yard requirements: 

The following shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR or is designated as agricuî- 
tural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

( 1 ) Front yard: None, except where the frontage in a block is partially in an R district, in which case the front yard 
shall be the same as required in such R district. 

(2) Side yard: None, except where the side of a lot abuts on an R district, in which case the side yard shall not be less 
than ten feet (10'). 

(3) Rear yard: None, except where the rear of a lot abuts on an R district, in which case the rearyard shall be not less 
than ten feet (10'). 

(4) Greater yards may be required in order to meet the standards of design review. 

(e) Maximum lot coverage: Fifty percent (50%) provided, however, that additional coverage may be permitted subject to 
Section 26C-172(a). 

(f) Parking and loading requirements: Parking shall be required in accordance with Article XXXT 

(g) Environmental and Hazards Requirements. 



(Revised 5-04) 20-112 



• 



§26C-172 COASTAL ZONING §26C-I80 



( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Ciiapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1 , Chapter 7, shail be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentialiy 
sensitive," "conservation," "'sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development and érosion controj standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), uniess no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(h) Access Dedication. 

( I ) Each perniit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is required 
if an accessway is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V m the coastal plan for a description of each 
accessway and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected even if no 
accessway is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types of access may be required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new de- 
velopment between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, uniess the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide ac- 
cessway should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be required 
to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no case shall 
the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet ( 1 0') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access from the public roadway to the shoreline. A cor- 
ridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet (15') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary for 
the placements ofimprovements. 

(i) Design review: Permitted uses shall be subject to design review in the manner provided in Article XXIX. 

(1 ) Ail new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landfonn and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view rat- 
ing maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution Unes shall be undergrounded, except when such underground ing would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead Une. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Article XVIII. PF— Public Facilities District 

Sec. 26C-1 80A. Pu rpose. 

To provide sites which serve the community or public need and to protect thèse sites from encroachment of incompatible 
uses. The PF district shall be applied as a base zoning district to identify existing public facilities consistent with the provi- 
sions of Section 2.5 of the gênerai plan land use élément. The PF district shall be applied as a combining district to generally 
indicate those areas in which a fiiture public facility is needed. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001.) ' 

Sec. 26C-180. Applicability as a combining district. 

Development of properties where PF is applied as a combining district shall comply with the régulations established by 
the applicable base district. Development entitlements may be subject to provision of a contribution to public service or in- 
frastructure needs identified in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 
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Sec. 26C-1 81 . Applicability as a base district. 

Development of properties where PF is applied as a base district siiali compiy with the provisions of Sections 26C-182 
through 26C- 1 84, inclusive. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-182. Permitted uses. 

The following uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature desig- 
nated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, in which case a use permit is required. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill 
or construction in association with thèse uses shall confonn to the site development and érosion control standards. 

(a) Any facilities owned and operated by a city or the county. 

(b) Facilities for the production, génération, storage, or transmission of water by a spécial district. 

(c) Facilities for the production or génération of electrical energy by a spécial district. 

(d) Spécial district electrical substation facilities receiving less than one hundred thousand (100,000) volts. 

(e) Spécial district facilities approved subject to Section 12808.5 of the public utilities code (electrical transmissions and 
distribution lines). 

(f) Incidental on-site administrative offices, vehicle and equipment storage and repair related to the above uses. 

(g) Small collection facilities as an accessory use to any permitted use subject to the provisions of Section 26C-325.2. 
(h) Attached commercial télécommunication facilities subject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 
(i) Minor and intermediate free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height sub- 
ject to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(j) Noncommercial télécommunication facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height which meet the applicable criteria set 
forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(k) Small wind energy Systems not located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to zoning permit approval and the standards in Sec- 
tion 26C-325.8. 

(I) Other nonresidential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are of a 
similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C- 1 82. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(bb), 2003; Ord. No. 5343 § 3, 2002; 
Ord. No. 5318 § 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-183. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

(1 ) Pennitted uses listed in Section 26C- 1 82 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fiU or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Elementary schools, junior high schools, high schools and collèges. 

(c) Community centers, libraries, muséums, and similar cultural uses. 

(d) Government offices and public safety facilities (including law enforcement and fire protection). 

(e) Park and recreational facilities, including publicly owned golf courses. 

(f) Churches, cemeteries, mausoleums, columbariums, and crématoriums. 

(g) Public utility buildings and public service or utility uses, including but not limited to electrical substations receiving 
more than one hundred thousand (1 00,000) volts, service yards, parking lots, and sewage and wastewater treatment, storage, 
and disposai facilities. 

(h) Administrative offices, vehicle and equipment storage and repair. 

(i) Caretaker unit. 

(j) Exploration and development of low température geothermal resources for other than power development purposes 
provided that at a minimum it is compatible with surrounding land uses. 

(k) Day care center. 

(I) Large residential community care facility. 

(m) Intermediate and major free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities greater than eighty feet (80') in height 
subject at a minimum to the applicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 
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(n) Noncommercial télécommunication faciiities greater than eighty feet (80') in height subject at a minimum to tiie ap- 
plicable criteria set forth in Section 26C-325.7. 

(o) Small wind energy Systems located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five hun- 
dred feet (2,500') of a county-designated urban service area, subject to the standards in Section 26C-325.8. 

(p) Other nonresidential uses of a similar and compatible nature to those uses described in Section 26C- 1 83. (Ord. No. 
5436 § 2 (dd), 2003; Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-184. Building intensity and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article, the applicable régulations of the ordinance codi- 
fied in this chapter, and the provisions of any district which is combined herewith. Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan 
and coastal plan shall supersede the standards herein. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(a) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest and 
lowest point of that portion of the lot covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof. 

(1 ) West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet ( 1 6'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet (24'). 
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(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet (16') height lirait except that in major developments up to 
fïfteen percent (15%) of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible from designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Thirty-five feet (35') for the main building 
and fifteen feet (15') for accessory buildings. 

(6) Agricultural structures: Thirty-five feet (35') for the main building and fifteen feet (15') for accessory 
buildings; however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and 
beaches; and structures shall be sited to minmiize visual impacts. 

(7) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1, up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (16') above the corridor 
route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring 
properties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade 
directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is 
compatible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be folio wed. 

(8) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
1, 1980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement Repair and remodeling of such 
structures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the rémodel or repair, 
or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new 
définition of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent ( 1 0%) of floor area and not to 
exceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(b) Minimum lot size: Six thousand (6000) square feet unless additional area is required by any B combining district. 

(c) Minimum lot width: The minimum average lot width within each lot is sixty feet (60'). 

(d) Maximum lot coverage: Forty percent (40%). 

(e) Yard requirements: The foUowing shall apply except that if the subject property adjoins land which is zoned AR 
or is designated as agricultural land, the use is subject to the requirements of Section 26C-323(f). 

(1) Front yard: Not less than twenty feet (20') provided, however, that no structure shall be located doser than 
forty-five feet (45') to the centerline of any public road, street or highway. 

(2) Side yard: Not less than five feet (5') except where the side yard abuts a street in which case such yard shall be 
the same as the front yard. 

(3) Rear yard: Not less than twenty feet (20'). 

(4) No garage or carport opening facing the street shall be located less than twenty feet (20') from any exterior 
property line. 

(5) Comices, eaves, canopies, bay Windows, fireplaces, other cantilevered portions of structures, and similar 
architectural features may extend two feet (2') into any required yard. The maximum length of the projections shall not 

occupy more than of the total length of the wall on which it is located. Uncovered porches, fire escapes, or landing places 

may extend six feet (6') into any required front or rear yard and three feet (3') into any required side yard. 

(6) Where twenty-fi ve percent (25%) or more of the lots on any one ( 1 ) block or portion thereof in the same zoning 
district hâve been ùnproved with buildings, the required front yard may be reduced to a depth equal to the average of the 
front yards of the improved lots, subject to the restrictions of Section 26C-184(e)(4). 

(7) Accessory buildings may be constructed within the required yards on the rear half of the lot, provided that such 
building(s) shall not occupy more than thirty percent (30%) of the width of any rear yard. Such accessory buildings shall not 
be located doser than ten feet (10') to the main buildings on the same or adjacent lots. 
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(f) Parking requirements: Parking shall be provided in accordance with the standards established in Article XXXI. 

(g) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3 , and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1 , Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) AU development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. Development shall comply with coastal plan policies. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(h) Access dedication. 

(1) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions of the coastal plan. An offer of dedication is 
required if an accessway is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description 
of each accessway and procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected 
even if no accessway is shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types of access maybe required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
accessway should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top ezisement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area begiiming at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access firom the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet (1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

(i) Design review: Permitted uses shall be subject to design review in the manner provided in Article XXDC. 
( 1 ) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, applicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view 
rating maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution Unes shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Article XIX. S— Study District. 
Sec. 26C-190A. Purpose. 

To permit the conduct of studies and hearings by the planning conmiission and board of supervisors of the coimty with a 
view to the adoption of a zoning ordinance, or amendment or addition thereto, by increasing control over uses during the 
period necessary for such studies and hearings in order to prevent the establishment of uses which will not be in harmony 
with the ordinance which may be adopted at the conclusion of such studies and hearings. To that end, S district régulations 
shall be deemed to be combining in nature, supplementary and in addition to ail other zoning régulations which may be 
applicable to lands when they are placed within an S district. At such time as such studies and hearings hâve been concluded 
by the adoption of the zoning ordinance contemplated at the time the S district classification became applicable to the land, 
such S district classification shall cease to be applicable to the lands embraced within the zoning change effected by the 
ordinance. Ordinances imposing S district provisions shall hâve no further force and effect after the expiration of the time 
limits imposed by Section 65858 of the Government Code of the state or any successor thereto (not more than two (2) years). 
(Ord.No.5318§ 1,2001) 
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The following uses shall be permitted in an S district without obtaining a use permit, unless the ordinance imposingthe S 
district classification specifically provides otherwise: 

(a) The érection, construction, moving, altération or use of one single-family dwelling per lot; 

(b) Home occupations; 

(c) Accessory buildings and uses clearly incidental to any permitted residential use; 

(d) Ail agricultural uses permitted in Section 26C-90(b) (RR district) and which are also permitted in the base district 
with which this district is combined; 

(e) Agricultural accessory buildings and uses clearly accessory or incidental to any permitted agriculttiral use, such as 
bams, stables, and other farm outbuildings. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-191. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) The érection, construction, moving or altération of any buildmg or structure for any use other than those listed in Sec. 

26C-190. 

(b) The use of any land or existing building or structure for any use allowed in the applicable base district other than 
those listed in Sec. 26C-190. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XX. FI— Floodway Combining District. 
Sec. 26C-200A. Purpose 

To provide land use régulations for properties situated in floodways, to safeguard against the effects of bank érosion, 
channel shifts, increased runoff or other threats to life and property and to implement the provisions of the gênerai plan 
public safety élément. The application of this district shall be based upon data Ifrom the Fédéral Emergency Management 
Agency. Additional more detailed engineering analysis of flooding, érosion, or other conditions may be necessary so as to 
prevent property damage and safeguard the health, safety and gênerai welfare of people. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-200. Location, boundaries. 

The F 1 district shall be applied to properties which lie within the floodway as shown on the most récent FEMA maps and 
accompanying report. The boundaries of the floodway as indicated on the zoning maps should be considered approximate. 

The provisions of this Article may be waived by the décision making body where it is demonstrated through engineering 
analysis, field déterminations or other appropriate data, that the précise floodway boundary differs from that shown on the 
FEMA maps, and provided fiirther, that FEMA approval and sign-off is first secured. No use shall be approved within the 
floodway that will signifîcantly increase the flood hazard or significantly affect the carrying or storage capacity of the 
floodway. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-201. Uses within floodway. 

Ail uses allowed within the base district with which this district is combined shall be permitted subject to the provisions 
of Sec. 26C-202, except that no new permanent structure nor structure intended for human occupancy shall be permitted 
within the floodway. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-202. Development standards for floodways. 

The décision mziking body shall be guided by the following standards in administering the FI district: 

(a) The placement and type of materials used in bank stabilization shall be complementary to surrounding 
development and natural conditions and shall not be depreciative of surrounding property values. 
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(b) Where, in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department or other décision making 
body, topographie data, engineering studies or other studies are needed to détermine the effects of bank érosion on a 
proposed structure or the effect of the structure, including bank stabilization activities, on the floodway and natural 
végétation, the applicant may be required to submit such data. 

(c) Temporary structures such as floating docks and moorage facilities may require issuance of a use permit. 

(d) Except as specifîcally aliowed in this article, no building or structure shall be constructed, erected, moved, 
converted, altered or enlarged in the floodway, nor shall any other condition be aliowed which would tend to cause 
significant stream channel altération or adversely afifect the carrying or storage capacity of a floodway, or otherwise 
constitute a threat to life and property. Ordinary maintenance and repair of existing non-conforming structures shall be 
permitted subject to the provisions of Article XXXV. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXI. F2— Floodplaln Combining District. 

Sec. 26C-210A. Purpose. 

To provide for the protection from hazards and damage which may resuit from flood waters. This district shall be 
combined with other districts as provided in this chapter. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-210. Location, boundarles. 

The F2 district shall be applied to properties which lie within the 1 OO-year flood hzizard area as shown on the most récent 
FEMA maps and accompanying report. The boundaries of the 1 OO-year floodplain as indicated on the zoning maps should 
be considered approximate. The provisions of this article may be waived by the décision making body where it is 
demonstrated through engineering analysis, field déterminations or other appropriate data, that the précise 1 OO-year 
floodplain boundary differs from that shown on the FEMA maps, and provided ftirther, that FEMA approval and sign-off is 
first secured. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 ) 

Sec. 26C-211. Uses within floodplain. 

AU uses aliowed within the base district with which this district is combined shall be permitted subject to the provisions 
of Section 26C-212. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-212. Development standards for floodplalns. 

The décision making body shall be guided by the foUowing standards, the purpose of which is to prevent the 
encroachment of flood waters on adjacent properties as well as preventing undue increase in flood heights and danger to life 
and property within this district and adjoining districts: 

(a) Any structure permitted shall be constructed in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 7B of the Sonoma 
County Code. 

(b) Where, in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department, or other décision making 
body, topographie data, engineering studies or other studies are needed to détermine the effects of flooding on a proposed 
structure, or the effect of the structure on the floodway, the applicant may be required to submit such data or studies prepared 
by compétent engineers or other technicians. 

(c) In combining the F2 district with one ( 1 ) or more other zoning districts, new residential, commercial and industrial 
structures will be permitted, if designed, constructed and utilized so that appréciable damage will not occur from the selected 
flood and provided that such structures comply with the flood protection régulations established in Chapter 7B of the 
Sonoma County Code. On parcels not being subdivided nor involving more than a one (1) acre development site, the 
Sonoma County Water Agency will assist applicants for building permits in locating the flood profile levels. Subdivisions 
will be aliowed, provided that ail of the area to be subdivided is fiUed to the élévation of the selected flood profile level prior 
to platting. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 
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Article XXII. SR— Scenic Resources Combining District 

Sec. 26C-220A. Purpose. 

To préserve the visual character and scenic resources of lands in the county and to implement the provisions of Sections 
2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 of the gênerai plan open space élément. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-220. Development criteria. 

Maximum building heights, minimum lot areas and lot widths, yard requirements and maximum percentages of lot 
coverage shall comply with the requirements for the districts with which the SR régulations are combined unless otherwise 
providedherein.(Ord.No.5318 § 1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-221. Scenic landscape units. 

(a) AU structures located within scenic landscape units illustrated on figures 0S-5a through 0S-5i, inclusive, of the 
gênerai plan open space élément and included within the SR district, shall be subject to the foUowing criteria: 

(1) Structures shall be sited below exposed ridge Unes. 

(2) Structures shall use natural landforms and existing végétation to screen them from view from public roads. On 
exposed sites, screening with native, fire retardant plants may be required. 

(3) Cuts and fills are discouraged, and where practical, driveways are screened from public view. 

(4) Utilities are placed underground except when such undergrounding would hâve a more significant effect than an 
overhead line. 

The above criteria shall not apply to agricultural accessory structures which do not require a use permit in the district with 
which this district is combined. 

In the event that compliance with thèse standards would make a parcel unbuildable, structures shall be sited where 
mmimum visual impacts would resuit. 

(b) In addition to the criteria listed in Sec. 26C-22 l(a), the foUowing standards shall apply to subdivisions within scenic 
landscape units and included within the SR district unless otherwise provided herein: 

(1) BuUding envelopes shall be established for structures. Use of the height Umitations should be considered if 
necessaiy to further mitigate visual impacts. 

(2) Clustering shall be used to reduce visual impact where consistent with the applicable base district. 

(3) Building sites and roadways shall be located to préserve trees and tree stands as provided in Section 26C-320(k) 
of the ordinancecodified in this chapter. 

(c) Where development occurs on parcels located both within scenic landscape units ïind adjacent to scenic corridors, the 
more restrictive provisions set forth in this article shall apply. 

(d) Additional or varied development may be aUowed in designated scenic landscape units in accordance with General 
Plan Policy 0S-2c. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-222. Scenic corridors. 

The foUowing provisions shall apply to properties along scenic corridors illustrated on figures 0S-5a through OS-5i, 
inclusive, of the gênerai plan open space élément unless otherwise provided herein: 

(a) AU structures located within scenic corridors established outside of the urban service area boundaries shown on 
Figures LU-5a through LU-5i, inclusive, of the gênerai plan land use élément shall be subject to the setbacks of thirty 
percent (30%) of the depth of the lot to a maximum of two hundred feet (200')from the centerline of the road. Development 
within the setback shall be prohibited with the foUowing exceptions, where such uses are allowed by the base district with 
which this district is combined: 

( 1 ) New bams and similar agricultural support structures which are added to existing farm complexes provided that 
such structures proposed within a state scenic highway or where local design review exists by community choice in an 
adopted spécifie or area plan are subject to design review. 



26C- 119 (Revised 6-02) 



§ 26C-222 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26C-23 1 

(2) New bams and similar agricultural support structures which do not require a use permit in this chapter 
provided, however, that such structures proposée within a state scenic highway or where local design review exists by 
community choice in an adopted spécifie or area plan are subject to design review. 

(3) Maintenance, restoration, reconstruction, or minor expansion of existing structures. 

(4) Other new structures provided they are subject to design review and 

a. They are associated with existing structures; 

b. There is no other reasonable location for the structure; 

c. The location within the setback is necessary for the use; or 

d. Existing végétation and topography screen the use. 

(5) Compliance with the setback would render the parcel unbuildable. 

(6) Satellite dishes which are not visible from the roadway. 

(b) Where development occurs on parcels located both within scenic landscape units and adjacent to scenic corridors, 
the more restrictive provisions set forth in this article shall apply. 

(c) Where scenic corridor policies of the coastal plan are more restrictive than the above requirements, the coastal plan 
policies shall be met. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXIII. BR— Biotic Resource Combining District 
Sec. 26C-230A. Purpose. 

To protect biotic resource communities including critical habitat areas and riparian corridors for their habitat and 
environmental value and to implement the provisions of Sections 3.1 and 3.2 of the gênerai plan open space élément. (Ord. 
No. 5318 §1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-230. Development criteria. 

Maximum building heights, minimum lot areas anâ lot widths, yard requirements and maximum percentages of lot 
coverage shall comply with the requirements for the districts with which the BR régulations are combined unless otherwise 
provided herein. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-231. Critical habitat area. 

The foUowing provisions shall apply to properties within the BR district which are designated as critical habitat areas on 
Figures OS-5a through OS-5i, inclusive of the gênerai plan open space élément. 

(a) A biotic resource assessment to develop mitigation measures may be required where the director of the permit and 
resource management department détermines that a discretionary project could adversely impact a designated critical habitat 
area. 

(b) Building envelopes which avoid critical habitat areas shall be required on tentative maps accompanying major or 
minor subdivisions. 

(c) Building permits shall require a minimum setback of fifty feet (50') from the edge of any wetlands which are 
within a designated critical habitat area, with the following exceptions: 

(1) Existing farm buildings are exempt and may be expanded or modified, provided that such expansion or 
modification shall not encroach fiirther into any wetland. 

(2) The director of the permit and resource management department may waive the setback if, after préparation of a 
biotic resource assessment, it is determined that either: 

a. Appljdng the setback makes an otherwise buildable parcel un-buildable; or 

b. The structure is a noncommercial agricultural building and must be located adjacent to an existing farm 
complex for efficient farm opération. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 
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Sec. 26C-232. Riparian corridors. 

The following provisions shall apply to properties within the BR district which are designated as riparian corridors on 
figures 0S-5a through OS-5i, inclusive, of the gênerai plan open space élément. Thèse provisions are intended to be 
protective measures along selected streams which balance the need for agricultural production, urban development, timber 
and mining opérations, and flood control, with préservation of riparian values. 

Définitions: Riparian corridors designated in the gênerai plan are defined as follows for purposes of this chapter: 

(1) "Urban riparian corridors" include those portions of designated corridors within urban residential, commercial, 
industrial, or public/quasi-public land use catégories. 

(2) "Russian River Riparian Corridor" includes the corridor adjacent to any part of the Russian River which is neither 
located within the above urban riparian corridor nor within the jurisdiction of a city. 

(3) "Flatland riparian corridors" include the corridors adjacent to any streatns which flow through predominantly flat 
or very gently sloping land, generally with alluvial soil. This classification excludes areas covered by subsections (1) and 
(2) above. 

(4) "Upland riparian corridors" include the corridors adjacent to streams not included in the above three (3) catégories. 

(a) The BR district shall be applied to streamside conservation areas along designated riparian corridors. The 
outermost boundaries of streamside conservation areas within the BR zoning district as indicated on the zoning maps should 
be considered approximate in order to allow for parcel spécifie déterminations of the appropriate classification of a riparian 
corridor as a flatland or upland corridor based upon more detailed analysis of the parcel topography, and for the purpose of 
this section, shall be measured fi-om the top of the higher bank as determined by the Sonoma County Water Agency, for 
designated riparian corridors as follows: 

(1) Urban riparian corridors - Fifly feet (50'). 

(2) Russian River Riparian Corridor - Two hundred feet (200'). 

(3) Flatland riparian corridor - One hundred feet (100'). 

(4) Upland riparian corridor - Fifty feet (50'). 

(b) Except as allowed by Sec. 26C-232(c), structures, roads, utility lines, parking lots, plaeting of lawns, grading, 
fin, or excavation shall be prohibited within any streamside conservation area. This prohibition may be waived if 

(1) It makes a lot un-buildable and végétation removal is minimized; 

(2) No significant disturbance of riparian habitat would occur; or 

(3) The use involves only the maintenance, restoration or minor expansion of an existing structure. 

The director of the permit and resource management department may require a biotic resource assessment prior to waiver 
of this prohibition so that any potentially significant adverse effects on riparian habitat can be avoided or mitigated. 

(c) The following uses where allowed by the base district with which this district is combined shall be considered 
within any streamside conservation area. Such uses are also subject to the requirements of the base district: 

(1) Timber opérations conducted in accordance with an approved timber harvest plan. 

(2) Streamside maintenance carried out by or under the authorization of responsible flood control agencies or 
pursuant to a permit issued by said responsible agencies. 

(3) Road crossings and street crossings, utility Une crossings. 

(4) Mining opérations conducted in accordance with the county surface mining and réclamation ordinance. 

(5) Permitted summer dams. 

(6) Grazing and similar agricultural production activities not involving structures or cultivation, except as 
defined by subsection (7) below, 

(7) Agricultural cultivation: 

a. Located no doser than one hundred feet (100') fi-om the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian 
Corridor." 

b. Located no doser than fifty feet (50') fi-om the top of the bank in "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Located no doser than twenty-five feet (25') fi-om the top of the bank in "upland riparian corridors." 

d. The setbacks of subsections (7)a, b, and c above may be reduced through the use permit process or through 
a plan approved by the director of the permit and resource management department provided the owner includes appropriate 
mitigations for potential érosion, bemk stabilization and biotic impacts. 

(8) Sélective végétation removal as part of an integrated pest management program administered by the 
Agricultural Commissioner. 



26C-121 (Revised 6-02) 



§ 26C-232 SONOMA COUNTY CODE § 26C-250A 



(9) Creekside bikeways, trails and parks within urban riparian corridors. 

(10) Development authorized by waiver under Section 26C-232(b). (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXIV. HD — Historic Combining District. 

Sec. 26C-240A. Purpose. 

To protect those structures, sites, and areas that are remainders of past eras, events and persons important in local, state, or 
national history, or which provide significant examples of architectural styles of the past, or which are unique and 
irreplaceable assets to the county and its communities. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-240. Désignation of historic structures and historic districts. 

Pursuant to the normal zoning procédures: 

(a) An individual structure or an integrated group of structures on a single lot or lots having a spécial historical, 
architectural or aesthetic interest or value as a historic structure may be designated; and 

(b) An area having spécial historical, architectural, or aesthetic interest or value as a historic district may be 
designated. Before creating a historic district the advice of local citizens and committees may be sought. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 
2001) 

Sec. 26C-241. Altérations of designated historic structures and new construction within a historic 
district. 

No zoning permit authorizing altérations (including démolition) in the exterior of a structure within the boundaries of a 
historic district and no zoning permits authorizing construction of a new building within the boundaries of a historic district 
shall be granted unless approval has been granted by the county landmarks commission. In ail cases where the request for a 
zoning permit involves démolition alone, however, the county landmarks commission shall take action on such request 
within six months of the date of application for the permit. It is not intended by this ordinance to grant the county landmarks 
commission jurisdiction over zoning or use permit matters other than in the area of design review. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 ) 

Sec. 26C-242. Standards governing décisions of county landmarks commission. 

In determining whether to approve or to disapprove an application for a zoning permit required by Section 26C-24 1 , the 
county landmarks commission shall apply the standards: 

(a) Described in the purpose of this article, and 

(b) Such additional standards as may be specifically delineated upon the particular sectional district map establishing 
the historic zoning district for a particular area. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-243. Appeal to planning commission and/or board of supervisors. 

Any interested person(s) may appeal the décision of the county landmarks commission under this article to the Sonoma 
county planning commission in the manner required by Section 26C-33 1. 

Any interested person(s) may appeal the décision of the planning commission under this article to the Sonoma County 
Board of Supervisors in the manner requh-ed by Section 26C-331. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXV. G— Géologie Hazard Area Combining District 
Sec. 26C-250A. Purpose. 

To reduce unnecessary exposure of people and property to risks of damage or injury from earthquakes, landslides and 
other géologie hazards in the Alquist-Priolo Spécial Studies Zone and to implement the provisions of Section 2.3 of the 
gênerai plan public safety élément. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 
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Sec. 26C-250. Location, boundaries. 

The G district may be applied to properties which are located within the Alquist-Priolo Spécial Studies Zone. (Ord. No. 
5318 § 1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-251. Permîtted uses. 

Al! uses permitted within the respective district with which the G district is combined shall be permitted, except that no 
structure intended for human occupancy or otherwise defrned as a "project" in the Alquist-Priolo Spécial Studies Zone Act, 
shall be permitted to be placed across the trace of an active fault or within fifty feet (50') of the surface trace of any fault. 
(Ord. No. 5318 § 1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-252. Géologie reports required. 

Géologie reports shall be required for development of properties within the G district and shall describe the hazards and 
shall include mitigation measures to reduce risks to acceptable levels. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXVI. MR-— Minerai Resource Combining District 

Sec. 26C-260A. Purpose. 

To conserve and protect land that is necessary for fiiture minerai resource production. The MR district is intended to be 
applied only where consistent with the aggregate resources management plan and combined with base zoning within the 
gênerai plan's land intensive agriculture, land extensive agriculture, diverse agriculture and resources and rural development 
land use catégories. This zone allows mining with the issuance of a surface mining use permit and the approval of a 
réclamation plan, but restricts residential and other incompatible uses. Its uses supersede those aliowed in the applicable 
base district. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-260. Permitted uses, subject to site development & érosion control standards. 

The foUowing uses are permitted except within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan in which case a use permit is required. Ail clearing of végétation, grading, 
excavation, fill or construction in association with thèse uses shall conform to the site development and érosion control 
standards. 

(a) Resource management uses: 

(1) Geotechnical studies involving no grading or construction of new roads or pads. 

(2) Timber management including planting, raising, and harvesting of trees and logs for lumber or fuel woods subject 
to requirements of Califomia Department of Forestry and Pire Protection. 

(3) Raising, grazing, maintaining and breeding of horses, cattle, sheep, goats and similar animais. 

(4) The outdoor growing and harvesting of plants, flowers, fruits, vegetables, shrubs, vines, trees, hay, grain and other 
similar food and fiber crops. Except as noted below, agricultural cultivation shall not be permitted in the foUowing areas: 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank in the "Russian River Riparian Corridor," 

b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank on designated "upland riparian corridors." 
Agricultural cultivation may be aliowed in subsections subsections a. through c. above upon approval of a management 

plan which includes appropriate mitigation for potential érosion, bank stabilization, and biotic impacts. This plan may be 
approved by the director of the permit and resource management department or by use permit pursuant to Section 26C- 
261(b)(8). 

(5) The indoor growing and harvesting of shrubs, vines, trees, hay, grain and similar food and fiber crops provided 
that the greenhouse or similar structure for indoor growing is less than eight hundred (800) square feet. 

(6) Incidental cleaning, grading, packing, polishing, sizing or similar préparation of crops which are grown on the site 
but not including agricultural processing. 
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(7) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion, and incidental storage of crops or fuel woods which are grown on the 
site. 

(8) Temporary or seasonal sales and promotion of livestock which hâve been raised on the site. 

(9) Beekeeping. 

(b) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses listed in Section 26C-260. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-261. Uses requiring a use permit. 

(a) Sensitive area uses: 

(1) Permitted uses listed in Section 26C-260 when located within a sensitive area, riparian corridor, critical habitat 
area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Any clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill or construction when located within a sensitive area, riparian 
corridor, critical habitat area, or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(b) Resource management uses: 

(1) Minerai extraction and production as described below. In addition to meeting the requirements of this chapter, 
every use permit issued hereunder shall meet the requirements for a surface minmg permit under the surface mining and 
réclamation ordinance, Chapter 26A of the Sonoma County Code and as such, when approved, shall constitute the surface 
mining permit requh-ed by Chapter 26A-3. 

a. Hardrock quarry opérations; defined as processed or crushed rock opérations which entail the extraction, 
stockpiling, processing and sale of bedrock géologie deposits. 

1 . Asphalt batch plants incidental to hardrock quarries; 

2. Cément concrète batch plants incidental to hardrock quarries; 

3. Equipment storage yards incidental to resource management, including packing, repairing and storage of 
equipment so used; 

4. Accessory structures, offices, or other uses incidental to hardrock qusary opérations. 

b. River terrace opérations, defined as sand and gravel opérations which entail the extraction, stockpiling, 
processing and sale of sand and gravel from terrace floodplain deposits. 

1 . Sand and gravel opérations which entail the extraction, stockpiling, processing and sale of sand, gravel, over- 
burden, and topsoil; 

2. Equipment storage yards incidental to resource management, including parking, repairing and storage of 
equipment so used; 

3. Accessory structures, offices or other uses incidental to river terrace opérations. 

c. histream opérations; defined as sand and gravel opérations which entail the extraction and sale of sand, gravel, 
and overburden from streams and rivers. Processing shall be limited to the removal and placement of oversized (more than 
three inches (3")) particles. 

(2) The raising, feeding, maintaining, and breeding of poultry, fowl, rabbits, fur-bearing animais, or animais such as 
veal calves, pigs, hogs, and the like, which are continuously confîned in and around bams, corrals and similar areas for other 
than domestic purposes. hicidental processing of such animais which are raised on site. This subsection shall not be 
interpreted so as to require a use permit for animais allowed by Section 26C-260(a). 

(3) Geotechnical studies which mvolve grading or construction of new roads or pads. 

(4) Commercial harvesting and sales of off-site fuel woods not subject to the requirement of the Califomia 
Department of Forestry and Pire Protection. 

(5) ControUed bums undertaken for purposes of fuel load management and wildlife habitat enhancement. 

(6) Oil and gas wells. 

(7) Water conservation dams and ponds. 

(8) Agricultural cultivation in the foUowing areas, for which a management plan bas not been approved pursuant to 
Section 26C-260(a)(4). 

a. Within one hundred feet (100') from the top of the bank m the "Russian River Riparian Corridor." 

b. Within fifty feet (50') from the top of the bank in designated "flatland riparian corridors." 

c. Within twenty-five feet (25') from the top of the bank on designated "upland riparian corridors." 

(c) Other uses: 
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(1) Unpaved private landing strips. 

(2) Accessory structures, or uses incidental and appurtenant to any use for which a use permit has been granted or is 

required. 

(3) Minor public utility buildings and public service or utility uses (transmission and distribution Unes excepted) 
including, but not limited to, réservoirs, storage tanks, pumping stations, téléphone exchanges, small power and transformer 
stations, fire and police stations and training centers, service yards, and parking lots which, at a minimum, meet the criteria 
of General Plan Policy PF-2s and which are otherwise exempt by state law. 

(4) Game préserves and refuges. 

(d) Other non-residential uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are 
of a similar and compatible nature to those uses listed in Sec. 26C-261. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-262. Permitted residential density and development criteria. 

The use of land and structures within this district is subject to this article and the applicable régulations of this ordinance. 
Policies and criteria of the gênerai plan and any applicable spécifie or area plan or local area development guidelines shall 
supersede the standards herein. 

(a) Density: Residential density shall be as shown in the gênerai plan land use élément, or that density permitted by a 
B combining district, whichever is more restrictive. There shall be no minimum lot size for inclusion into the MR district. 

(b) Minimum yard requirements for uses other than minerai extraction and production: 

(1) Front yard required: Ten percent (10%) of the depth of the lot, but not more than one hundred feet (100') nor 
less than thirty feet (30'). 

(2) Side yard required: Ten percent (10%) of the width of the lot, but not more than fifty feet (50'). 

(3) Rear yard required: Fifty feet (50'). 

(c) Height limits: Height for ail structures is measured as the vertical distance from the average level of the highest 
and lowest point of that portion of the lot at natural grade covered by the building to the topmost point of the roof 

(l)West of Highway 1 : Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). Commercial height limits are twenty-four 
feet(24'). 

(2) Bodega Bay Core Area residential: Sixteen feet (16') height limit except that in major developments up to 
fifteen (15%) percent of the units may exceed the height limit. 

(3) East of Highway 1 in the Sereno Del Mar Subdivision: Residential height limits are sixteen feet (16'). The 
Sereno Del Mar Architectural Review Committee may grant a higher structure to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24') in 
accordance with subsection (7) below. 

(4) East of Highway 1 and visible fi-om designated scenic roads: Residential and commercial height limits are 
twenty-four feet (24'). 

(5) East of Highway 1 and are not visible from designated scenic roads: Fifty feet (50'). 

(6) Agricultural structures: Fifty feet (50'); however, structures shall not obstruct views of the shoreline from 
coastal roads, vista points, récréation areas, and beaches; and structures shall be sited to minimize visual impacts. 

• (7) An increase in height for residential structures west of Highway 1 , up to a maximum of twenty-four feet (24'), 
may be approved if the appropriate review body fînds that the structure is no higher than sixteen feet (16') above the corridor 
route grade directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring 
properties and is compatible with community character. 

An increase in height for structures east of Highway 1 up to a maximum of thirty-five feet (35') may be considered if the 
appropriate review body finds that the structure is no higher than twenty-four feet (24') above the corridor route grade 
directly across from the building site, will not block coast views from the corridor route or neighboring properties and is 
compatible with community character. 

Where thèse requirements conflict with the height, site, and bulk criteria in Appendix B (Bane Bill) of the coastal plan, 
for those properties listed, the requirements of Appendix B shall be followed. 

(8) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 
1, 1980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such 
structures shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, 
or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 
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Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new 
définition of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to 
exceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

(d) Parking requirements: 

(1) On-site parking shall be screened where practical from view from public roadways by natural végétation, 
landscaping, natural topography, fencing or structures. 

(2) On-site parking shall not block emergency vehicle accessways and tumarounds. 

(e) Environmental and hazards requirements. 

( 1 ) Environmental protection and hazards recommendations contained in the coastal plan, Chapter 3, and land use 
recommendations 20 and 2 1 , Chapter 7, shall be applied to development projects within or affecting identified "potentially 
sensitive," "conservation," "sanctuary préservation," and "geologically unstable" areas on open space and hazards maps. 

(2) Ail development shall be subject to site development and érosion control standards. Thèse standards are to be 
used as the minimum standards for development in the coastal zone. Where both thèse standards and the policies of the 
coastal plan apply to a development, the policies of the coastal plan shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. 

(3) No development or grading shall occur on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%), unless no feasible altemate 
site is available. 

(f) Access dedication. 

( 1 ) Each permit must conform to Chapter V access provisions. An ofifer of dedication is required if an accessway 
is shown on the property in the access plan. Consult Chapter V in the coastal plan for a description of each accessway and 
procédural requirements for dedication. In addition, existing prescriptive rights must be protected even if no accessway is 
shown in the access plan. 

(2) Two types of access maybe required: Latéral and/or vertical. 

a. Latéral access refers to access paralleling the water's edge, either on the beach or the bluff. For ail new 
development between the first public road and the océan, granting of latéral easements to allow for public access along the 
shoreline shall be mandatory, unless the project has no direct or cumulative impact on the availability of public access to the 
coast. When there is a bluff, beach access to the toe of the bluff should be dedicated. If not, a twenty-five feet (25') wide 
accessway should be dedicated. If a bluff top trail is shown in the access plan, a bluff top easement dedication shall be 
required to be described as an area beginning at the bluff edge extending approximately twenty-five feet (25') inland. In no 
case shall the dedicated easement be required to be doser than ten feet (10') to a residential structure. 

b. Vertical access dedications are necessary to provide access fi-om the public roadway to the shoreline. A 
corridor easement should be a minimum of fifteen feet ( 1 5') in width with slope easements plus the additional area necessary 
for the placements of improvements. 

(g) Design requirements: 

( 1 ) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource recommendations, ^plicable scenic view 
protection policies and policies related to landform îuid végétation catégories included in the coastal administrative manual, 
or subsequently approved area design guidelines. 

(2) Design review to be required in accordance with the procédures described on the review process final view 
rating maps on file in the permit and resource management department and incorporated by référence. 

(3) New extensions of utility distribution lines shall be undergrounded, except when such undergrounding would 
hâve a more significant environmental effect than an overhead line. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXVII. Z — Second Unit Exclusion Combining District. 

Sec. 26C-270A. Purpose. 

The purpose of this district is to pro vide for the exclusion of second units in the foUowing areas: 

(a) Areas where there is an inadéquate supply of water for drinking or firefighting purposes; 

(b) Areas where there are inadéquate sewer services or danger of groundwater conteunination; 
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(c) Areas where the addition of second units would contribute to existing traffic hazards or increase the burden on 
heavily impacted streets, roads or highways; and 

(d) Areas where, because of topography, access or végétation, there is a significant fire hazard. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 

2001) 

Sec. 26C-270. Permitted uses. 

Ail uses permitted in the respective district with which the Z district is combined shall be permitted in the Z district, 
except for the establishment, placement or construction of a second unit otherwise authorized by the applicable base district 
and Sec. 26C-325.1. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXVIII. B— Combining Districts. 
Sec. 26C-280A. Purpose. 

To specify residential density and/or minimum parcel or lot size for a particular parcel, lot or area. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 
2001) 

Sec. 26C-280. Generally. 

The following régulations shall apply to the respective B districts: 

Combining 

District: Requirements: 

B6 The adopted zoning maps shall specify the maximum permitted density, determined by gross acreage 

for ail residential uses. Where the B combining district provides two (2) numbers, the first number 
indicates the average allowable residential density, and the second number indicates the minimum 
parcel size for création of new parcels. Where only one (1) number is provided, the number indicates 
the average allowable density for création of new parcels, while the coastal zoning district indicates 
the minimum parcel size. Minimum front, side and rear yard requirements and the minimum parcel or 
lot size, if not otherwise specifîed, shall conform to the base district with which the B6 district is 
combined unless specifically approved otherwise by the planning commission. 

B7 Minimum parcel or lot size shall be as specifîed on the recorded final or parcel maps and the parcels 

or lots shall not be fiirther subdivided. The B7 combining district signifies that the lot has been frozen 
in order to restrict fiuther subdivision of large remaining parcels lefl afler approval of a clustered sub- 
division as provided in General Plan Policy LU-6c. A lot line adjustment may be applied for, pro- 
cessed, and approved pursuant to Chapter 25 of the Sonoma County Code and this chapter. Minimum 
front, side and rear yard requirements shall conform to the base district with which the B7 district is 
combined unless specifically approved otherwise by the planning commission. 

B8 Minimum parcel or lot size shall be as specifîed on the recorded final or parcel map and the parcels 

or lots shall not be fiirther subdivided. The B8 combining district signifies tliat the lot has been frozen 
for one of the following reasons: 

1 . The property is designated "rural residential" on the gênerai plan land use map, but is subject to a Williamson Act 
contract. 

2. The property lies within the designated urban service boundaiy surrounding a city where the county intends to limit 
urban development until annexation or similar occurrence pursuant to a gênerai plan area policy. 

3 . The property is subject to a coastal plan policy where the county intends to limit urban development for the reasons 
set forth in that plan. 
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A lot line adjustment may be applied for, processed, and approved pursuant to Chapter 25 of the Sonoma County Code 
and this chapter. Minimum front, side, and rear yard requirements shall conform to the base district with which the B8 
district is combined unless specifically approved otherwise by the planning commission. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXIX. Design RevIew 

Sec. 26C-290A. Purpose. 

In order to carry out the objectives of this chapter and to protect values, plans for new or altered uses, structures and land 
divisions in certain zoning districts shall be reviewed by the director of the permit and resource management department or 
his appointed design review committee. The intent of this article is not to stifle individual initiative, but to set forth the 
minimums necessary to achieve a healthful community whose property values are protected from unplanned developments. 
(Ord. No. 5318 §1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-290. Preliminary development pian requirements. 

Ail development shall be planned as a unit. Applications for design review approval shall be accompanied by a 
development plan, including the entire parcel or parcels to be developed. 

Approval of the preliminary development plan shall concentrate on the gênerai acceptability of land uses, open space 
configuration, conformity to the gênerai plan and coastal plan, spécifie uses and densities proposed and their 
interrelationships and relationship to the surroundings. The preliminary development plan application shall include the 
following: 

(a) Proposed land uses, showing gênerai location of open space, building areas and spécifie uses; 

(b) The proposed maximum density for residential uses measured in units per gross acre; 

(c) The type and location of proposed major public faciiities; 

(d) Topography at intervais determined by the director of the permit and resource management department; 

(e) A tabulations of the total land area and percentage thereof designated for varions uses; 

(f) General circulation pattem indicating both public and private vehicular and pedestrian ways, including trail 
Systems where proposed; 

(g) Relationships of présent and future land uses to the surrounding area and any adopted gênerai plan, spécifie plan, 
or area land use plan; 

(h) A statement of provisions for ultimate ownership and maintenance of ail parts of the development, including 
streets, structures and open space; 

(i) A preliminary report indicating provisions for storm drainage, sewage, disposai, grading and public utilities; 

(j) Delineation of development staging, if any; 

(k) Significant natural features such as trees, rock outcroppings and bodies of water; 

(1) Existing man-made features and areas where natural materials are to be deposited and removed; 

(m) Methods of preventing soil érosion or slippage; 

(n) Any other data deemed necessary by the director of the permit and resource management department. (Ord. No. 
5318 §1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-291. Final development plans. 

Before a building permit or a zoning permit may be issued for any zoning district in which this section is applicable, final 
plans of development shall be approved by the director of the permit and resource management department. Such final 
development plans shall include a plot plan and élévations drawn to a workable scale, depicting the following: 

(a) Topography, significant natural features and trees; 

(b) Location and design of buildings and structures including materials to be used; 

(c) Location and type of landscaping, irrigation and its relationship to open spaces and existing végétation, and any 
adopted county low-water use régulations; 

(d) Location and design of off-street parking and loading faciiities, and any required public roadway improvements; 

(e) Location and type offences and walls; 
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(f) Location of trash storage areas; 

(g) Location and design of signs and exterior night lighting; 

(h) Grading plans as necessary to meet the requirements of the Sonoma County Tree Protection Ordinance; 
(i) Any other data deemed necessary by the director of the permit and resource management department. 
In the case of a development of a group of commonly designed buildings, the director of the permit and resource 
management department may limit his review to typical élévations. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-292. General development standards. 

(a) Proposed structures are designed and situated so as to retain and blend with natural végétation and land forms of the 
site and to ensure adéquate space for light and air to itself and adjacent properties; 

(b) Where grading is necessary for the construction of structures and paved areas, it blends with adjacent land forms 
through the use of contour grading rather than harsh cutting or terracing of the site and does not create problems of drainage 
or érosion on its site or adjacent property; 

(c) Streams and other natural drainage Systems are not altered so as to affect their character and thereby causing problems 
of drainage, érosion or flooding; 

(d) Structures are located outside flood zones, drainage channels, and other areas subject to inundation; 

(e) Trees and other végétative land cover are removed only where necessary for the construction of structures or paved 
areas in order to reduce érosion and impacts on natural drainage channels and maintain surface runoff at acceptable levels; 

(f) A smooth transition is maintained between development and adjacent open areas through the use of natural 
landscaping and plant materials which are native or appropriate to the area; 

(g) Views are protected by the height and location of structures and through the sélective pruning or removal of trees and 
végétative matter at the end of view corridors; 

(h) Structures are set back from the edge of bluffs and cliffs to protect views from scenic areas below; 

(i) Varying architectural styles are made compatible through the use of similar materials and colors which blend with the 
natural setting and surrounding neighborhood; 

(j) The design of the structure is appropriate to the use of the property and is in harmony with the shape, size and scale of 
adjacent buildings in the community; 

(k) Overhead utility linés are placed underground where appropriate to reduce the visual impact in open and scenic areas. 

(1) The number, location, size, design, lighting, materials, and use of colors in signs are compatible with the architectural 
style of the structure they identify and harmonize with their surroundings; 

(m) Paved areas are integrated into the site, relate to their structure, and are landscaped to reduce visual impact from 
residential areas from roadways; 

(n) The orientation of building sites shall be such as to maintain maximum natural topography and cover; 

(o) The design of buildings, fences and other structures shall be evaluated on the basis of harmony with site 
characteristics and nearby buildings, including historié structures, in regard to height, texture, color, roof characteristics and 
setback; 

(p) Streets shall be designed and located in such a manner as to maintain and préserve mutual topography, cover, 
significant landmarks and trees; to necessitate minimum eut and fill; and to préserve and enhance views and vistas on or ofT 
the subject parcel; 

(q) Horticultural ground covers and other surfacing shall be used to prevent dust and érosion where natural végétation 
and ground cover is disturbed or removed; 

(r) Ail refuse collection areas shall be enclosed on ail sides unless, by nature of the building design, the trash areas are 
obscured from the adjacent properties and from vehicular and pedestrian traffic. Refuse enclosures shall be of six-foot 
height with adéquate access for refuse vehicles; 

(s) Where non-residential or high-density residential areas are adjacent to low-density residential areas (RI), the director 
of the permit and resource management department may require six foot (6') screening in the form of a wall or landscape 
planting; except, that screen shall be reduced to three feet (3') if within or abutting a required front setback. The height limit 
may be modifîed where, because of différences in ground élévation, the purposes of this section would be better met. The 
précise location and type of screening shall be determined by the director of the permit and resource management 
department; 
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(t) The color, size, height, lighting and landscaping of appurtenant signs and structures shall be elevated for compatibility 
with local architectural motif and the maintenance of view and vistas of natural landscapes, recognized historié landmarks, 
urban parks or landscaping; 

(u) A complète System of underground utilities shall be provided in accordance with public utility commission 
régulations; 

(v) Ail mechanical or air-conditioning apparatus shall be screened from view and baffled for sound; 

(w) Each unit of development, as well as the total development, shall create an environment of desirability and stability. 
Every structure, when completed and in place, shall hâve a fmished appearance; 

(x) A minimum of eight percent (8%) of ail parking lot areas where more than ten ( 1 0) parking spaces are provided shall 
be landscaped. The landscaping shall be uniformly distributed and provision shall be made for its perpétuai maintenance; 

(y) The parking layout shall conform to the dimensions on Exhibit A. Where two-way traffic is desired, aisle widths 
shall be a minimum of twenty feet (20*), except where item F of the diagram requires a greater width. The director of the 
permit and resource management department may modify the layout provided the goals of this chapter are achieved. Such 
modifications may include, but are not limited to, parking at other angles than indicated, a combination of parking angles or 
a herringbone pattem; 

(z) Circulation within a parking area shall be such that: 

(1) A car entering the parking area need not enter a street to reach another side. 

(2) Except for parking areas accommodating three (3) or fewer vehicles, a car entering a street or highway can do so 
by traveling in a forward direction. 

(aa) Ail lighting in parking areas shall be arranged to prevent direct glare or illumination onto adjacent properties. 

(bb) OfiF-street parking areas and driveways, exclusive of required landscaping, shall be surfaced with materials 
approved by the director of the permit and resource management department. Paved parking areas shall be painted with lines 
showing parking spaces and with directional arrows, showing traffic movements. 

(ce) Required residential covered off'-street parking facilities shall be located on the premises they are intended to 
serve, and shall not extend into a required fi-ont yard or any other required yard abutting a street. 

(dd) Off'-street parking for other than residential uses shall be on the premises they are intended to serve or within 
three hundred feet (300') thereof. Where parking is provided on sites other than that of the use, a parking easement 
stipulating to the permanent réservation of the use of the site for parking, shall be recorded with the county recorder and filed 
with the building inspector and director of the permit and resource management department prior to the issuance of building 
or zoning permits. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-293. Approval of building permits, zoning pennits, and land use; status of approved 
preliminary and final development plan(s), and improvement agreements. 

(a) Compliance. No building permit, zoning permit nor land use approval shall be issued in any zoning district where 
Article XXDC is applicable until the preliminary and final development plan(s) hâve been approved by the director of the 
permit and resource management department or other applicable décision making body. 

The permit and resource management department shall not authorize final building inspection or any level of occupancy 
of the building(s) until satisfied that: ail on-site improvements shown on the grading and utility drawings are installed or 
bonded for in accordance with the site plan approved by the design review committee; the buildings are constructed in 
accordance with the illustrative building élévation drawings, material samples and color samples approved by the design 
review committee; the landscaping and landscape irrigation System are installed or bonded for in accordance with the 
drawings approved by the design review board and that ail conditions of approval are met. 

(b) Expiration. The preliminary development plan shall expire two (2) years fi-om the date of approval or for such 
additional period as may be specified at the time of such approval unless design review approval of final development plans 
for ail or part of the preliminary development plan area is obtained. In order to obtain final development plan approval, the 
preliminary development plan may be extended for one additional year upon written request and approval by the director of 
the permit and resource management department. 

The final development plan shall expire two years after approval unless project construction has commenced within said 
two (2) year period. The final development plan may be extended for one additional year upon written request and approval 
by the authority which granted the original approval. 

(c) Improvement agreements: 
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( 1 ) If the improvement works required as a condition of an approval of a project by the design review committee are 
not satisfactorily completed before the issuance of a building permit(s) tlie owner(s) of the property shall, prior to the 
issuance of such permit(s), enter into an agreement with the county, agreeing to hâve the work completed within the time 
required, and specifying that should such work not be satisfactorily completed within the time limit, in addition to any other 
remédies it may hâve, the county may complète ail specified improvements and be completely reimbursed for such 
improvements by the owner of the property. For purposes of this section, "improvement works" shall mean those landscape, 
Street, and drainage improvements required as a condition of design review. Any such improvement agreement shall be 
approved as to form by the county counsel and shall include, but not be limited to: 

a. Construction of ail improvements works per the approved plans; provided, however, that the development shall 
not be obligated to complète design review improvements in the event the developer elects not to construct the underlying 
project; 

b. Completion of improvements within one year from approval of design review. This completion date may be 
extended by the county as provided in this chapter; 

c. Warranty by developer that construction of on-site drainage improvements will not adversely affect any portion 
of adjacent properties; 

d. Payment of inspection fées in accordance with the county 's established fées and charges; 

e. Improvement security; 

f. Maintenanceandrepairof any defects or failures and causes thereof; 

g. Release and indemnification of the county from ail liability incurred as a resuit of construction associated with 
the development and payment of ail reasonable attomey's fées that the county may mcur because of any légal action arising 
as a resuit of construction associated with the development; 

h. Registered civil engineer's, architect's, or landscape architect's written vérification to the county, based upon 
field inspection, that landscaping, private road, and drainage improvements located on the property and subject to the 
agreement hâve been constructed in substantial conformance with approved plans. 

(2) Modification of improvement agreements. Improvement agreements may be modified to reduce the amount of 
security in récognition of the partial completion of improvements, and to allow changes to improvement plans as approved 
by the design review committee as specified under the terms of an existing agreement. AU modifications of improvement 
agreements shall be at the discrétion of the county of Sonoma, upon written request by the developer. In considération of a 
modification to reduce the amount of security, the foUowing will be required: 

a. Engineer's, architect's, landscape architect's, or licensed contractor's written vérification to the county that the 
partially constructed landscaping, private road and drainage improvements located on the property and subject to the 
agreement hâve been completed in substantial conformance with approved plans; 

b. Revised improvement construction estimate to reflect current improvement costs as approved by the responsible 
department; 

c. Revised improvement securities in accordance with revised construction cost estimâtes; 

d. A fee shall be paid to the county to cover the actual costs for processing the modification. 

(3) Extension of improvement agreements. The completion date for any improvements to be constructed under an 
improvement agreement may be extended by the county of Sonoma upon written request by the developer and the submittal 
of évidence to justify such extension. The request shall be made not less than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of the 
improvement agreement. Any such extension shall be authorized in writing by the county. Any request for extension, at the 
discrétion of the county, may be denied. In considération of the extension, the foUowing will be required: 

a. In those cases where construction bas not commenced, revision of the improvement plan to provide the current 
design and construction standards required by the responsible department; 

b. Revised improvement construction estimate to reflect current improvement costs as approved by the responsible 
department; 

c. Increase of hnprovement securities m accordance with revised construction estimâtes; 

d. Increase in any inspection fées to reflect current fées; 

e. The design review committee may impose additional requirements it may deem necessary as a condition to 
approving any time extension for the completion of improvements; 

f. A fee shaU be paid to the county to cover the actual costs for processing the extension. 

(4) Amount of security to accompany improvement agreement. Applicant/developer shaU, prior to county's exécution 
of the design review agreement, deliver to the county the foUowing security in a form satisfactoiy to the county counsel: 
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a. Either a cash deposit, a corporate surety bond, or an instrument of crédit sufficient to assure the county that the 
improvement work approved by the county will be satisfactorily completed. Nothing contained in this section shall be 
construed to require duplicate security for improvements for which the county, as principal obligée, is akeady holding 
security; 

b. If required by the county, a cash deposit, corporate surety bond, or instrument of crédit sufficient to assure county that 
wet weather construction mitigation measures will be constructed in accordance with the approved plan. 

(5) Release of improvement securities. The performance security for dedicated improvements shall be released only 
upon acceptance of the improvements by the county and, if required as a condition of design review, approved warranty 
security has been filed with the county. The performance security for other improvements shall be released only upon 
satisfactory passage of final inspection by the county. Additionally, with respect to improvements which will not be 
dedicated and accepted by the county, the applicant/developer shall comply with Section 3093 of the civil code and deliver 
forthwith to the director of the permit and resource management department or the directors' appointed désignée, a copy of 
the notice of completion and the engineer's, architect's, or licensed landscape architect's written vérification based upon 
field inspection of satisfactory completion as required for the landscaping, private road and drainage improvements; and, if 
required as a condition of design review, shall deliver to the county any required maintenance and/or warranty agreements 
and security, prior to the release of the performance security. 

(6) Délégation to approve improvement agreements. Where the board of supervisors has, by resolution, adopted a 
standard form design review agreement which conforms to the requirements of this section, the director of the permit and 
resource management department is authorized to exécute such agreements and accept security therefore on behalf of the 
county, including any extensions or minor modifications thereto which are consistent with this section. 

(7) The director of the permit and resource management department may waive the requirement for an improvement 
agreement and securities on landscape and irrigation improvements when found appropriate and the applicant enters into an 
agreement with the county to hold occupancy on the project pending completion of ail required improvements. In 
considering such a waiver, the director of the permit zuid resource management department shall review the scale of the 
project, visibility of the project from adjacent roads and properties, and demonstrated prior performance of the applicant. 
(Ord.No. 5318 § 1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-294. Design review requirement. 

(a) No permit shall be issued for any project requiring design review approval unless and until drawings and plans hâve 
been approved by the design review committee or other applicable décision making body as the case may be. AU buildings, 
structures, and grounds shall be developed in accordance with the approved drawings and plans. 

(b) The design review committee, composed of three (3) members appointed by the director of the permit and resource 
management department, shall be responsible for and shall hâve the authority to approve drawings and plans withm the 
meaning of this section. The committee, or other applicable décision making body as the case may be, shall endeavor to 
provide that the architectural and gênerai appearance of buildings or structures and grounds are in keeping with the character 
of the neighborhood and are not detrimental to the orderly and harmonious development of the county and do not impair the 
desirability of investment or occupation in the neighborhood. 

(c) The director of the permit and resource management department may waive the above requirement for design review 
committee approval of a project in the following instances. In such cases, administrative design review approval shall be 
required as described in subsection (d) below. 

(1) New commercial, institutional or industrial uses permitted by zoning in existing buildings or uses that hâve been 
previously authorized by use permit or design review approval. Approval shall be based on a review of the property to 
assure compliance with the terms and conditions of the original authorization of the use. Additional conditions may be 
required to implement the objectives of the Sonoma County General Plan, coastal plan, or the Sonoma County Code. 

(2) Signs for residential, commercial, industrial and institutional uses permitted by this chapter, for which a sign 
program has been approved, or for appurtenant signs less than thirty-two (32) square feet, which are not located along a 
designated scenic corridor. 

(3) Minor façade changes or building additions for residential, institutional, commercial and industrial uses not 
requiring use permit approval or for such uses for which a use permit has been granted, if such changes or additions involve 
less than twenty percent (20%) of the existmg floor area, do not exceed five thousand (5,000) square feet and are exempt 
fi-om the provisions of the Califomia Environmental Quality Act. 
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(4) Fruit and produce stands (if exempt from CEQA). 

(5) Bed and breakfast inns (subséquent to use permit approval). 

(6) Any other project requiring design review approval as specified in this chapter which in the opinion of the direc- 
tor of the permit and resource management department based on tiie smail scale and the nature of the development should 
quaUfy for administrative design review. In the coastai zone, the waiver of design review shail aiso be subject to the follow- 
ing criteria: 

a. Requirements and concerns of other responsible public agencies are met; 

b. The immédiate neighbors are not il! affected; 

c. The requirements of the CaUfomia Environmentai Quaiity Act of 1970 are fully complied with; 

d. The proposed use or activity is of such an intensity that no discernable public purpose would be served by 
requiring a permit; 

e. That applicable perfomiance standards are met. 

(d) Administrative design review approval shall consist of a fonnal written waiver specifying conditions, if any. Copies 
of the written waiver will be distributed to the applicant and any interested persons. The administrative détermination is ap- 
pealable to the design review committee within ten (1 0) calendar days foUowing the mailing date of the report. An appeal is 
made by filing the appropriate application and required fées with the county permit and resource management department. 

(e) Any interested person may appeal any décision made by the design review committee pursuant to this chapter to the 
planning commission. An appeal shall be filed in writing with the planning director within ten (10) days after the décision 
that is the subject of the appeal. The appeal shall specifically state the basis for the appeal and shall be accompanied by the 
required filing fee. 

(f) The design review committee may, if it deems it advisable, refer any application for design review approval to the 
planning commission for its décision. (Ord. No. 5537 § 4(b), (c), 2004; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Article XXX. Sign Régulations. 

Sec. 26C-300A. Purpose. 

To insure the stability and safeguarding of property values; to protect the investments, both public and private, in build- 
ings and land; to préserve and improve the appearance of the county as a place to live and work; to encourage sound signing 
practices as an aid to business and for the information of the public; to prevent excessive and abusive signing; to reduce haz- 
ards and confiasion to motorists and pedestrians; and to promote the public health, safety and gênerai welfare. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 
§ 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-300. General sign provisions. 

(a) The provisions established by this section shall apply to signs in ail base zoning districts. Signs shall flirther be regu- 
lated by additional provisions which may be set forth in other sections of this chapter. In addition, policies and criteria of the 
gênerai plan, and any applicable spécifie or area plan, or local area development guidelines shall supersede the standards 
herein. 

(b) Any sign or advertising structure for which no régulations or provisions in said ordinance stands applicable may be 
considered by the board of zoning adjustments under the normal procédures and detenninations of the use permit process, 
and said board shall approve or deny such applications in harmony and spirit with the purpose and intent of thèse régulations. 

(c) No person shall erect any sign regulated by this ordinance without first obtaining the written consent of the property 
owner(s) upon which such sign is located and filing such written consent with the permit and resource management depart- 
ment. 

(d) No permit for any sign shall be issued and no sign shall be constructed or maintained which has less horizontal or 
vertical clearance from communication Unes and energized electrical power lines than prescribed by the laws of the state of 
California or ruies and régulations duly promulgated by agencies thereof. 

(e) Prohibited signs: Ail signs not expressly permitted in Section 26C-302 or exempt in Section 26C-300(f) are prohib- 
ited. Prohibited signs include, but are not limited to the following: 

(I) Signs in the form of banners, pennants, promotional flags and similar contrivances. 
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(2) Signs that consist of, or include, any moving part of any flashing, blinking, animated, fluctuating or otherwise 
intermittent light. 

(3) Illuminated signs of such brightness as to create hazardous or annoying giare viewed by the gênerai public. 

(4) Signs so located as to prevent free ingress and egress from any door, window or fire escape. 

(5) Signs erected at or near intersections in such a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision, or at any location 
where by reason of the position, shape or color it may interfère with, obstruct the view of, or be confused with any author- 
ized traffic sign, signal or device. 

(6) Signs attached to trees and pôles with the exception of campaign and political signs pemiitted in accordance with 
Section 26C-302 and those placed by govemmental agencies for public information purposes. 

(f) Exempt signs: The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to the following signs, nor shall the area of such signs be 
included in the area of signs permitted for any site or use. 

(1) Any public notice or waming required by a valid and applicable fédéral, state or local law, régulation or ordi- 
nance. 

(2) Signs of public utility companies indicating danger or which serve as an aide to public safety or which show the 
location of underground facilities or of public téléphones. 

(3) Signs located in the interior of any building or within the enclosed lobby or court of any building or group of 
buildings, which signs are designed and located to be viewed exclusively by patrons of such use or uses. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1, 
2001.) 

Sec. 26C-301. Définitions. 

(a) "Sign" means any visual announcement, déclaration, démonstration, display, illustration or insignia used to advertise, 
identify or promote the interest of any person, product or place of business when the same is placed out of doors in view of 
the gênerai public. 

(b) "Area of sign" means the entire area within a single continuous perimeter or géométrie form or sphère enclosing the 
extrême limits of writing, représentation, emblem, or any figure or similar character excluding the necessary supports or up- 
rights on which such sign is placed. Where a sign has two or more faces, except where two such faces are placed back to 
back and are at no point more than two feet (2') from one another, the area of ail faces shall be included in determining the 
area of a sign. When only one face of the sign is to be used for area calculations, the area of the sign shall be taken as the 
area of one face if the two (2) faces are of equal area, or as the area of the larger face if two (2) faces are of unequal area. 

(c) "Height of sign" means the vertical distance from the uppermost point and used in measuring the area of a sign to the 
ground immediately below such point or to the level of the upper surface of the nearest curb of a street or alley (other than a 
structurally elevated roadway) whichever measurement permits the greater élévation of the sign. 

(d) "Appurtenant sign" means any sign which directs attention to an occupancy, business, commodity, service or enter- 
tainment conducted, sold or ofifered only from the premises where the sign is maintained. 

(e) "Attached sign" means any sign attached to, made a part of, or included on any building surface (also known as a 
wall sign). 

(f) "Detached sign" means any sign which is not an attached sign and which is supported primarily by one or more col- 
umns, uprights or braces placed in or upon the ground. 

(g) "Directional sign" means any structure for the purpose of furnishing direction to uses which are designated to ac- 
commodate tourists or other travelers, or a use which is of gênerai public interest but excluding onsite infonnation signs and 
real estate signs. Such signs shall indicate a point of change in travel, and shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area. 

(h) "Directiy illuminated sign" means any sign designed to give forth artificial light directly or through transparent or 
translucent material from a source of light visible from the street, or abutting from property, including but not limited to ex- 
posed tubing néon signs. 

(i) "Identification sign" means any sign other than a bulletin board which serves to tell only the name, address and law- 
ful uses of the premises upon which the sign is located and shall include name plates. 

(j) "Indirectly illuminated sign" means any sign whose illumination is reflected from its source by the sign display sur- 
face to the viewer's eye, the source of light not being visible from the street or from abutting property. 

(k) "Off-site real estate sign" means any sign advertising the sale, rental, lease or exchange of, and directions to, property 
other than that on which the sign is maintained. 

(1) ''Onsite real estate sign" means any sign advertising the sale, rental, lease or exchange of the premises on which the 
sign is maintained, including new development and subdivision signs. 
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(m) "Outdoor advertising sign" means any off site card, cloth, paper, métal, painted, or wooden sign of any character 
(excluding appurtenant and directional signs) placed for outdoor advertising purposes, on the ground or onto any tree, walI, 
bush, rock, post, fence, building, structure or thing. The term placed, as used in this définition, includes erecting, 
constructing, maintaining, posting, painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, sticking, carving, or otherwise fastening, 
affixing to, or making visible in any manner. 

(n) "Outdoor advertising structure" means an offsite structure of any kind or character erected or maintained for outdoor 
advertising purposes, upon which any poster, bill, printing, painting, or other advertisement of any kind whatsoever may be 
placed for advertising purposes. The term placed, as used in this définition, includes erecting, constructing, maintaining, 
posting, painting, printing, tacking, nailing, gluing, sticking, carving, or otherwise fastening, affixing to, or making visible in 

any manner. 

(o) "Portable sign" means any sign not permanently attached to the ground or other permanent structure, or a sign 
designed to be transported, including, but not lùnited to, signs equipped with wheels, casters or rollers. Advertising displays 
affixed to, or being supported by, a vehicle are portable signs. 

(p) "Reader board" means any sign of permanent character, but with movable letters, words or numerals indicating the 
names of persons associated with, or events conducted upon, or products or services offered upon the premises upon which 
such sign is maintained. For purposes of this chapter, a reader board is considered an appurtenant sign. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 
2001) 

Sec. 26C-302. Permitted signs. 

The foUowing signs are permitted by this chapter and subject to the following régulations. Figure A summarizes the 
applicable permits required prior to placement of thèse signs. Where no permit is specified on Figure A, the applicable signs 
are not permitted. 

On site information signs 

Directional signs 

Appurtenant signs 

Real estate signs 

Campaign and political signs 

Outdoor advertising signs and structures 

(a) Onsite informational signs: 

On site informational signs which meet either of the following criteria are permitted without prior approval of a permit: 

(1) Not more than six (6) square feet in area having no advertising message and not exceeding six feet (6') in 
height. Such signs shall bear only name, address, symbol and directing arrow to place of use. 

(2) Signs not exceeding two (2) square feet in area erected for the convenience of the public, such as signs 
identifying restrooms, entry/exit, public téléphones, walkways and similar features and facilities. 

On site informational signs not meeting either of the above criteria shall be treated as appurtenant signs and subject to 
Section 26C-302(c). 

(b) Directional signs: 

Directional signs shall be subject to approval of a use permit in the base districts indicated on Figure A. 

The requirement for use permits for directional signs may be waived only if such signs do not exceed eight (8) square feet 
in area. In the event of such waiver, the directional sign shall be subject to design review approval. In addition, the use 
permit requirement may be waived by the director of the permit and resource management department for temporary (thirty 
(30) day) signs advertising events of communlty interest such as fairs, festivals, parades and the like. 

(c) Appurtenant signs: 

Appurtenant signs shall be subject to design review approval in the base districts as indicated on Figure A, and shall be 
subject to the following: 

(1) The number of appurtenant signs per parcel shall be limited to one (1) attached sign per building side which 
fronts onto a project access road. One (1) detached sign may be permitted in place of an attached sign. 

(2) A "sign program" shall be prepared for multiple occupancy buildmgs to ensure design consistency and to 
facilitate sign permit processing. 

(3) The size of appurtenant signs shall be compatible with the proposed use and surrounding land uses and shall not 
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. 
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FIGURE A 
PERMITTED SIGNS BY TYPE AND BASE ZONING DISTRICT 
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(4) Monument style signs with landscaping provided at the base are recommended for detached appurtenant signs. 
The maximum height of monument signs shall be six feet (6') above ground level. 

(5) Lighting: Internai illumination of signs shall be by low intensity lamps and shall be limited to letters and 
graphie éléments, with the surrounding background opaque. Where signs are extemally illuminated, adjacent roads and 
properties shall be screened from the light source. 
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The design review committee may approve signs which exceed the above standards where it is deemed appropriate in 
light of topography, végétation or unique physical characteristics or design features. 

(d) Real estate signs: 

( 1 ) On site real estate and recorded subdivision signs which meet the following criteria are pemiitted without prior 

approval of a permit: 

a. It is located entirely within the property; 

b. It is unlighted; 

c. It is removed within fifteen ( 1 5) days after close of escrow, rental, lease, or exchange has been accomplished; 

d. Such signs shall not exceed three (3) square feet for lots of less that ten thousand ( 1 0,000) square feet; six (6) 
square feet for lots of less than twenty thousand (20,000) square feet; twelve (12) square feet for lots less than one (1) acre; 
eighteen (1 8) square feet for lots of less than five (5) acres; twenty-four (24) square feet for lots less than ten (1 acres); and 
thirty-two (32) square feet for lots of twenty (20) acres or more; 

e. A recorded subdivision shall be permitted sixty-four (64) square feet of sign area for temporary sign use, with 
the provision of additional sign area available through the use permit procédure. One sign not exceeding six (6) square feet 
in area shall be permitted advertising the sale of a model home or "lot for sale." Ail "model home" and "lot for sale" signs 
shall be removed when the home or lot is sold, provided further that ail signs shall be removed when ail homes or lots are 
sold in the subdivision. Prior to placing the sign on the property or applying for a building permit, the applicant and the 
recorded owner(s) of the property shall fiimish the permit and resource management department with written authority 
granting the county permission to enter upon the premises and remove the sign in the event the permit holder defaults upon 
the agreement to remove same. 

(2) Off site real estate signs which are in place for no longer than three (3) days, are less than four (4) square feet in 
area, are less than four feet (4') in height, are not illuminated and are not located along a designated scenic corridor, are 
permitted without prior approval of a permit. 

Otherwise, off site real estate signs shall be subject to approval of a use permit or zoning permit in the base districts as 
indicated on Figure A. Notwithstanding Figure A, ail offsite real estate signs located along a scenic corridor designated in 
the gênerai plan shall require a use permit. Where such signs require a zoning permit, they are subject to the following 
criteria: 

a. No more than two (2) single faced signs, nor more than one (1) double-faced wing type sign, each having a 
maximum of sixteen (16) square feet on each face, shall be permitted per parcel; 

b. They shall not exceed four feet (4') in height; 

c. They shall not be illuminated; 

d. They shall be removed within ten (10) days after the close of escrow, lease or exchange has been 
accomplished. For new residential, commercial and industrial developments, ail signs shall be removed within ten ( 1 0) days 
after the close of escrow for the remaining lot or unit in a subdivision, planned development or condominium project, or 
within ten (10) days after the lease of the remaining unit in a planned development or condominium project. In the event that 
ail signs are not properly removed, a penalty may be imposed sufficient to cover the costs of removal; 

e. The maintenance and removal of the signs shall be the responsibility of the applicant or his or her 
représentative; 

f They shall be erected in a safe manner in accordance with standards established by the building department; 
g. The zoning permit shall be subject to revocation upon failure to comply with the above conditions. 

(e) Campaign and political signs: 

Campaign and political signs may be permitted m any zoning district upon being issued a zoning permit and are subject to 
the following criteria: 

( 1 ) No more than two (2) sixteen (16) square foot single faced, nor more than one ( l ) double faced or wing type, 
maximum sixteen (16) square feet on each face, political or campaign sign is pemiitted, per parcel, in the RI (single family 
residential) districts; 

(2) In ail other zoning districts, two (2) single faced, or one (l) double faced, V-type political campaign sign, 
maximum thirty-two (32) square feet on each face is permitted, per parcel; 

(3) Prior to the erecting or posting of any political or cïimpaign sign on private property, the candidate, campaign 
manager or sponsor shall contact the permit and resource management department to détermine the applicable sign 
régulations. AU signs shall be removed entirely within twenty (20) days of the close of the campaign. In the event that ail 
signs are not properly removed, a penalty may be imposed sufficient to cover the costs of removal; 
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(4) No signs shall be erected earlier than ninety (90) days prior to the élection in which the candidate or measure 
will be voted upon. Signs on behalf of a political candidate who is successful in the primary élection may be retained for the 
gênerai élection, provided they are properly maintained; 

(5) The maintenance and removal of the signs is the responsibility of the candidate, campaign manager or sponsors; 

(6) No detached sign shall be located doser to a road, street or common driveway than the property line and may 
not obstruct sighting distance for vehicle traffic; 

(7) No sign shall be placed so that the top of the sign is more than four feet (4') above the top of a fence, and in no 
case, more than seven (7) feet above the groirnd; 

(8) Ail sign structures shall be erected in a safe manner in accordance with standards established by the building 
department; 

(9) The zoning permit shall be subject to revocation upon failure to comply with the above conditions, 
(f) Outdoor advertising structures and signs: 

Outdoor advertising structures and signs are subject to prior approval of a use permit only in the base districts as indicated 
on Figure A and are subject to, at a minimum, the foUowing criteria. The use permit requirement for temporary (30 day) 
outdoor advertising signs for events of gênerai community interest, such as fairs, festivals, parades, and the like may be 
waived by the director of the permit and resource management department . 

(1) Outdoor advertising structures or signs may be of a "V" or back-to-back type of construction and shall not 
exceed two (2) advertising displays facing in each direction. 

(2) No outdoor advertising structures or signs shall be erected or maintained doser than two thousand feet (2,000') 
to any historical or national monument or shrine, 

(3) Outdoor advertising structures and signs located along roadways which are not designated as scenic corridors 
shall meet the foUowing spacing requirements: 

a. Outdoor advertising structures and signs along any freeway, expressway or limited access highway: no doser 
than one thousand feet (1,000') from any other outdoor advertising structure or sign, with the distance to be measured 
parallel to the centerline of such highway; 

b. Outdoor advertising structures and signs in a business îirea not located along a freeway, expressway, or 
limited access highway: no doser than two hundred feet (200') to any other outdoor advertising structure or sign facing in 
the same direction, and on the same side of the highway; 

c. Outdoor advertising structures or signs in other that a business area, and not located along a freeway, 
expressway, or limited access highway: no doser than five hundred feet (500') from any other advertising structure or sign 
with the distance to be measured parallel to the centerline of the highway; 

(4) Outdoor advertising structures and signs along designated scenic corridors shall meet, at a minimum, the 
foUowing design criteria, in addition to the criteria in subsections (1) and (2) above. 

a. The structure or sign shaU be for on-site advertising purposes only. 

b. The advertising message shall be restricted to the name and location of the business or service. 

c. The structure or sign shaU not exceed six feet (6*) in height along ail scenic corridors. 

d. The size of the structure or sign shall be limited to that which is necessary to allow passmg motorists to 
identify the location. 

e. Landscaping shall be provided at the base of the structure or sign. 

f. The structure or sign shall consist of colors and materials which complément and blend in the surrounding 
landscape; bright colors should be avoided. 

g. Outdoor advertising structures or signs shall meet the foUowing spacing requirements: 

1 . Along any freeway, expressway or limited access highway: no doser than two thousand feet (2,000') from 
other outdoor advertising structure or sign facing in the same direction and on the same side of the highway. 

2. In a business area not located along a freeway, expressway, or limited access highway: no doser than five 
hundred feet (500') from any other outdoor advertising structure or sign facing in same direction, and on the same side of the 
highway. 

3 . In other than a business area and not located along a freeway, expressway, or limited access highway: no 
doser than one thousand feet (l ,000') to any other outdoor advertismg structure or sign measured paraUel to the centerUne of 
the highway. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 
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Article XXXI. Parking Régulations. 



Sec. 26C-310. Required parking. 



Ail uses permitted in Chapter 26C of the Sonoma County Code shall provide parking according to the following 
formulas: 



General Use 


Use Type 


Parking Spaces 


(a) Bicycle parking 


Ail commercial, indwelling unitstrial 

and institutional uses permitted by 

this chapter 


One (1) bicycle parking space per 

five (5) spaces of required automobile 

parking 


(b) Residential (except as otherwise 
specified by this chapter) 


One single-family dwelling 


One (1) covered space 


One dwelling unitplex 


Two (2) covered spaces 


One triplex 


Three (3) covered spaces 


Four (4) through eight (8) dwelling 
units 


One (1) covered space/dwelling unit 

plus one-half uncovered guest 

space/dwelling unit 


Nine (9) or more dwelling units 


One (1) covered space/dwelling unit plus 
one-half uncovered guest space per one- 

bedroom unit and one (1) uncovered 

guest space/dwelling unit with two (2) or 

morebedrooms 


Hotels, motels 


One (1) space/iiinit plus one (1) space 
for manager 


Single mobile homes 


One (1) covered space/unit 


Mobile home parks 


One (1) covered space/unit plusone-half 

uncovered guest space/unit and one- 

fourth storage space/unit 


Travel trailer parks 


One (1) space/ten (10) coach sites 


Condominiums and planned unit 
developments 


One (1) covered space/dwelling unit 

plus one (1) uncovered guest 

space/dwelling unit 


Bed and breakfast inns 


One (1) space/guest room plus two 
(2) spaces for the résident family 


(c) Médical ofiBces, clinics, hospitals 
and other facilities 


Dental and médical clinics 


One (1) space/two hundred (200) 

square feetoffloor 

area whichever is greater 


Veterinary hospitals and offices 


One (1) space/two hundred fifty (250) 
square feet floor area 


Major médical faciUties; hospitals 


One (1) space/two hundred fifty (250) 
square feet floor area 


Group care facilities and 
resocialization facilities 


Two (2) covered spaces 


(d) Schools, collèges, universities 


Kindergarten and nursery schools and 
and day care centers 


One (1) space/employee plus one (1) 
space/ten (10) children 


Elementary and junior high schools 


One (1) space/employee plus one (1) 
space/eight (8) students 


Senior high schools 


One (1) space/employee plus one (1) 
space/six (6) students 
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General Use 


Use Type 


Parking Spaces 




Collèges, universities and institutions 

of higher leaming; business and 

professional schools and collèges; 

music and dancing schools 


One (1) space/employee plus one (1) 
space/three (3) students 


Large family daycare 


At least three (3) spaces which may 

include spaces provided to ftilfill 

residential parking requirements and 

on-street parking so long as it directly 

abuts the site. 


(e) Places of public assembly 


Auditoriums, community centers 


One (1) space/4 seats or one (1) 

space/seventy-five (75) square feet 

floor area, whichever is greater 


Libraries, muséums, art galleries 


One (l) space/three hundred (300) 
square feet floor area 


Sports arenas, stadiums 


One (1) space/four (4) seats 


Dance halls 


One (l) space/fifty (50) square feet 
floor area 


Theaters 


One (1) space/4 seats 


Private clubs and lodges 


One (l) space/one himdred (100) 
square feet floor area 


Churches, chapels 


One (1) space/4 seats or 

space/seventy-five (75) square feet 

floor area whichever is greater 


Mortuaries, crématoriums and 
columbariums 


One (1) space/four (4) seats in 
sanctuary 


(f) Recreational facilities 


Gymnasiums 


One (l) space/four (4) fixed seats 


Skating rinks 


One (1) space/one hundred (100) 
square feet floor area 


Bowling alleys 


Five (5) spaces/alley 


Golf courses 


Seven (7) spaces/hole 


Golf driving ranges 


One (1) space/tee 


Miniature golf courses 


Two (2) spaces/hole 


Billiard and/or pool parlors 


Two (2) spaces/table 


Public, private and conmiercial 
swimming pools 


One (l) space/one hundred (100) 
square feet pool area 


Baseball parks 


One (l) space/four (4) seats 


Commercial stables and riding 
académies 


One (1) space/three (3) horses 


Auto race tracks, horse race tracks 


One (1) space/4 seats 


(g) Commercial facilities, offices 


General retail, except as otherwise 
specified 


One (1) space/two hundred (200) 
square feet floor area 


Offices including ail county offices, 
except as otherwise specified 


One (1) space/two hundred fifty (250) 
square feet floor area with a 
minimum of four (4) spaces 


Stores selling fumiture and major 
appliances only 


One (1) space per five hundred (500) 
square feet floor area 
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General Use 



Use Type 



Parking Spaces 



Motor vehicle sales 



One (1) space/fîve hundred (500) 
square feet floor area or one (1) 

space/two thousand (2000) square 

feet of outdoor sales area, with a 

minimum of four (4) spaces 



Auto repair shops, body and fender 
shops 



Self-serve laundries and dry cleaners 



Self-serve auto washes 



Barber shops, beauty and styling 
salons 



Health studios 



Contractor's storage yards 



Nurseries, retail 



Feed yards, fuel yards, material yards 



Banks 



Savings and loan and other financial 
institutions, title companies 



Shopping centers 



Cabinet, plumbing, heating, electrical 
shops 



General business and professional 
offices 



Antique shops, second hand sales 



Restaurants 



Outdoor markets, flea markets, etc. 



One (I) space/four hundred (400) 
square feet floor area 



One (1) space/three (3) washing 
machines 



Two (2) spaces/stall 



Three (3) spaces/barber or stylist, 
with a minimum of four (4) spaces 



One (1) space/one hundred (100) 
square feet floor area 



One (1) space/thre thousand (3000) 
square feet lot area 



One (1) space/two thousand (2000) 

square feet site area plus one (1) 

fifteen by thirty foot (15'x30') loading 

space/acre 



One (1) space/two thousand (2000) 

square feet. site area plus one (1) 

fifteen by thirty foot 

(15'x30') loading space/acre 



One (1) space/two hundred fifty (250) 

square feet floor area plus five (5) 

tandem land spaces/teller or teller 

station 



One (1) space/two hundred fifty (250) 
square feet floor area 



One (1) space/two hundred (200) 
square feet floor area 



One (1) space/fîve himdred (500) 
square feet floor eu-ea 



One (1) space/two hundred fifty (250) 

square feet floor area, with a 

minimum of four (4) spaces 



One (1) space/two hundred (200) 
square feet floor area 



One (1) space/sixty (60) square feet 
dining area 



One (1) space/two hundred (200) 
square feet sales area, with a 
minimum of four (4) spaces 



(h) A portion of the above required parking spaces shall be provided for disabled persons consistent with state and 
fédéral law. 

(i) Vehicular and bicycle parking requirements for ail uses not specifically enumerated herein shall be determined by the 
board of zoning adjustments or the planning commission. 
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(j) In most cases where mixed uses are proposée, the required parking for the use with the most restrictive parking 
standard may be utilized to meet the above standards, provided that the applicant can demonstrate the effectiveness of the 
parking plan in relation to the proposed uses, and provided that fiiture changes in the use of the property are subjectto review 
by the décision making body so as to maintain the effectiveness of such plan. Otherwise, each proposed use shall be 
required to meet its applicable parking standard. 

(k) The above parking standards may be reduced when it has been satisfactorily demonstrated to the director of the 
permit and resource management department or applicable décision making body that fewer spaces will adequately serve the 
spécifie use or that the applicant has encouraged transit opportunities through one or more of the following: 

1. Participation in a comprehensive travel demand management (TDM) program including, but not limited to, 
provision of flex-time, car pooling, and transit passes; 

2. Provision of transit stops and/or tumouts developed in coopération with and approved by Sonoma County Transit; 

3. Provision of amenities for bicyclists beyond those required by this section, including, but not limited to 
showerAocker room facilities, additional bicycle parking spaces and covered bicycle parking. 

(1) Tlie parking standards may be increased when it is determined that employée parking substantially reduces the 
number of spaces needed for customer use. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXXII. General Use and Bulk Exceptions; Building Lines. 

Sec. 26C-320. General use provisions and exceptions. 

The use régulations specified in this chapter shall be subject to the following gênerai provisions and exceptions: 

(a) Public transmission and utility Unes. Public utility, transmission and distribution lines, both overhead and 
underground, shall be pennitted in ail districts without limitation as to height and without the necessity of obtaining a use 
permit; provided, that the routes of ail proposed transmission lines shall be submitted to the planning commission for review 
and recommendation prior to acquisition of rights of way therefore or application to the public utilities commission. 

(b) Natural resource development. The development of natural resources as used within this chapter shall not be 
construed to mean the drilling of wells or other development or improvements made for the production of water for domestic 
or irrigation purposes by a person or persons not engaged in the business of fumishing or developing water. 

(c) Manufactured home-storage. Manufactured homes for which zoning clearance for residential use has not been 
issued and which are in excess of eight feet (8') m width and thirty feet (30') in length may not be stored on any lot in any 
district in compliance with adopted régulations for such land use. 

(d) Christmas tree sales. Christmas tree sales may be permitted in the AS and C districts with a zoning permit 
provided that the zoning permit is limited to a period not to exceed one month. 

(e) Landfîll opérations. Zoning permits may be issued for landfîll opérations utilizing imported material in any district 
only when the project review and advisory committee is satisfied that there has been prior compliance with Article I, Chapter 
22; Chapter 7; Article 7, Chapter 1 1 of the Sonoma County Code and Chapter 70 of the Uniform Building Code, or similar 
superseding agency, and that the fiUing will not be detrimental to neighboring property. 

(f) Entertainment establishments. No dance hall, road house, night club, commercial club or any establishment where 
liquor is served, or commercial place of amusement or récréation, or any place where entertainers are provided, whether as 
social companions or otherwise, shall be established in any district doser than two hundred feet (200') to the boundary of 
any residential district uniess a use permit is &st secured in each case. 

No adult entertainment establishment shall be established except in the C3 (gênerai commerfcial) district and except 
subject to the following limitations: 

(1) A minimum of one thousand feet (1,000') from any other adult entertainment business. 

(2) A minimum of one thousand feet (1,000') from any residential zoning district. 

(g) Minor land use altérations, grading within waterways. Use permit procédures for minor land use altérations and 
additions, or for grading and excavation within a waterway, which is also exempt from Section 26A-3a(I) of the county 
surface mining ordinance, may be waived when it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of the director of the permit and 
resource management department that said addition/altération will not be detrimental to the health, safety or welfare of 
adjacent land uses or properties or when such altérations are required by another public agency. 

(h) Outdoor Vendors. Outdoor vendors are authorized subject to the following standards: 
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( 1 ) Ail sales will take place at least twenty feet (20') from the nearest property line, but in no case shall such sales 
take place within twenty feet (20') from the edge of any road right-of-way. 

(2) Parking shall be designated for a minimum of three automobiles, located at least twenty feet (20') off the public 
right-of-way or twenty feet (20') from the front property line with no automobile maneuvering permitted in the public right- 
of-way. The use permit may require additional parking, depending on the nature of the sales proposed. 

(3) No free standing signs shall be allowed. Two attached signs shall be permitted no larger than sixteen (16) 
square feet each in area and not located within twenty feet (20') of the public right-of-way. 

(4) The outdoor sales shall not be conducted in a manner so as to cause a traffic hazard to passing motorists due to 
poor visibility and/or inadéquate sign distance for safe ingress and egress. 

(5) The area designated for outdoor vendor activities, excluding parking, shall not be greater than five hundred 
(500) square feet unless the board of zonmg adjustments finds that a larger area so designated will not be detrimental to the 
health, safety, or gênerai welfare of persons residing or working the area. 

(6) The use permit shall remain m effect for a maximum of one year, after which approval of a new use permit will 
be required to continue. The director of the permit and resource management department or désignée may issue the second 
and subséquent use permit without a public hearing based upon évidence submitted by the applicant that the opération was 
conducted in compliance with the conditions and provision of the previous use permit. Uses not authorized by a valid use 
permit will be subject to abatement proceedings. 

(7) AU applicable permits from other county departments shall be obtained prior to operating the outdoor vendor 
business on the promises. 

(i) Open space easements. The board of supervisors may require, on appeal or otherwise, and the planning 
commission or board of zoning adjustments may recommend, as a condition of approval of a development application, the 
dedication of an open space easement on ail or a portion of the property to be developed. Applications for development shall 
include, but not be limited to, applications for gênerai plan amendments, spécifie plan amendments, rezonings, major and 
minor subdivisions, use permits or précise development plans. Prior to requiring an open space easement or an offer of 
easement pursuant to this section, the board or commission shall make one of the findings set forth in paragraphs ( 1 ) through 
(3) in addition to making the fmdings set forth in paragraphs (4) and (5). 

( 1 ) The area which is to be the subject of the open space easement is characterized by great natural scenic beauty; 
or 

(2) The existing openness, natural condition, or présent state of use, if retained, would enhance the présent or 
potential value of abutting or surrounding urban development; or 

(3) The existing openness, natural condition, or présent state of use, if retained, would maintain or enhance the 
conservation of natural or scenic resources. 

(4) The imposition of the open space easement bears a reasonable relationship to the public welfare. 

(5) The acquisition of the scenic/open space easement is consistent with the gênerai plan. 

Open space easements exacted pursuant to this section may, at the discrétion of the board or commission include, but not 
be limited to, any of the foUowing: 

a. A provision that the subject property shall be used only for those purposes which will maintain the existing 
open and scenic character of the property. 

b. A prohibition on the placing or erecting or causing the placement or érection of any new building, structure, 
or vehicle intended for human occupancy or commercial purposes at the site. 

c. A prohibition of any act which will materially change the gênerai topography or the natural form of the 
subject property. 

d. A prohibition on the division of the subject property into two or more parcels under separate ownership by 
sale, gift, lease or otherwise except such divisions necessary for public acquisition. 

e. A réservation of rights to the grantors for ail uses not inconsistent with the restrictions specifically 
enumerated in paragraphs (a) through (d), inclusive, including the right to prohibit entry thereon by unauthorized persons. 

f A réservation of rights to the grantor to develop water sources, including springs, and to lay, construct, repair 
and replace pipes and conduits for the transportation of water. 

g. A réservation of rights to the grantors to manage the land and its resources in a manner consistent with 
accepted principles of conservation practice. 

h. A réservation of rights to the grantor to use and develop the subject property from time to time for agricultural 
purposes. 
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Open space easements exacted pursuant to this section shall run with the land and shall continue until such time as the 
board of supervisors, at its discrétion, abandons the county's right to the easement or, if the easement so provides, the 
easement expires in accordcince with its terms. 

Nothing contauied in this section shall be construed to Hmit the authority of the county to exact, as an alternative, open 
space easements in accordance with the provisions of Government Code Section 51070 et seq. 
(j) Density bonus. See Section 26C-326.1 
(k) Seasonal farm worker housing shall meet the following standards: 

(1) Seasonal farm worker housing shall be located on parcels of one point five (1.5) acres or more having an 
agricultural or resources and rural development gênerai plan land use désignation. Such parcels shall be owned by the 
applicant. If less than ten (10) acres, such parcels shall be located within one (1) mile of a minimum of twenty (20) 
contiguous acres of land cultivated and either owned or long term leased by the applicant. 

(2) Seasonal farm worker housing shall be located on parcels having direct access to a county maintained road. If a 
private road is to provide such access, the applicant shall file with the permit and resource management department a written 
agreement signed by ail of the property owners entitled to use such road acknowledging and agreeing to the road' s use as 
access for the seasonal farm worker housing. 

(3) Seasonal farm worker housing located on parcels of less than ten (10) acres shall house no more than nineteen 
(19) persons, including a caretaker, at any time. 

(4) Seasonal farm worker housing and support structures shall be set back a minimum of fifty-five feet (55*) from 
the center line of any roadway, sixty feet (60') from any other property line, forty feet (40') from any other structure, and 
forty feet (40') from watering troughs, feed troughs, and accessory buildings. Seasonal farm worker housing and support 
structures shall also be set back seventy-fîve feet (75') from bams, pens, or similar quarters of livestock or poultry. 

(5) Seasonal farm worker housing shall hâve off-street parking provided at a ratio of one (1) space per four (4) 
persons housed. The parking does not need to be covered or paved, but may not be located within any scenic corridor 
setback unless screened from public view by buildings, fences, landscaping, or terrain features. 

(6) Seasonal farm worker housing may be either one (1) or two (2) story structures. 

(7) Seasonal farm worker housing shall be occupied no more than one hundred eighty (180) days in £iny calendar 
year. The director of environmental health may restrict the occupancy of seasonal farm worker housing to one hundred 
thirty-seven (137) days between July 1 and November 15 in any calendar year for health and safety reasons. 

(8) Seasonal farm worker housing havmg accommodations for at least sbc (6) persons may hâve a single caretaker 
unit per parcel occupied year-round provided year-round occupancy of the caretaker unit is authorized by the director of 
environmental health. 

(9) Seasonal farm worker housing shall not be located within any floodway. 

(10) Seasonal farm worker housmg located within the one hundred-year flood élévation shall hâve the structure of 
the fînished floor of the living quarters above the one hundred-year flood level, but may hâve a storage area before the Uving 
quarters. 

(11) Seîisonal farm worker housing located withm the one hundred-year flood élévation shall hâve its septic tank 
and disposai fîeld at least one hundred feet (100') removed from the one hundred-year flood élévation unless otherwise 
authorized by the director of environmental health. 

(12) Seasonal farm worker housing shall be mamtained in such a manner so as not to constitute a zoning violation 
or a health and safety hazard. 

(13) Prior to the issuance of a building permit for seasonal farm worker housing, the applicant shall place on file 
with the permit and resource management department an affidavit that the seasonal farm worker housing will be used to 
house persons employed for agricultural purposes. Further, a covenant shall be recorded, in a form satisfactory to county 
counsel, acknowledging and agreeing that park and fraffic mitigation fées for the seasonal farm worker housing shall be 
waived unless and until the housing units are no longer used to house persons employed for agricultural purposes and fiirther 
acknowledging and agreeing that in the event the housing units are converted to some other use the park and traffic 
mitigation fées existent at the time of conversion shall be immediately due and payable and the housmg units shall be either 
removed or, if the new use is otherwise permitted, brought into compliance with the provisions of this code and state laws in 
effect at the time of conversion. 

(1) Tree protection. 
General provisions. 
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Projects shall be designed to minimize the destruction of protected trees. With development permits, a site plan shall be 
submitted that depicts the location of ail protected trees greater than nine inches (9") and their protected perimeters in areas 
that will be impacted by the proposed development, such as the building envelopes, access roads, leach fields, etc. Lot line 
adjustments, zoning permits and agricultural uses are exempt from this requirement. The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to trees which are the subject of a valid timber harvesting permit approved by the state of Califomia. This section shall 
not be applied in a manner that would reduce allowable density lower than that permitted as a resuit of C.E.Q. A. or by other 
county ordinances or render a property undevelopable. To achieve this end, adjustments may be made. 

Agricultural uses exempt from the tree protection ordinance are as follows: The raising, feeding, maintaining, and 
breeding of confined and unconfmed farm animais, commercial aquaculture, commercial mushroom farming, wholesale 
nurseries, greenhouses, wineries and agricultural cultivation. 

Construction standards. 

Applicants are encouraged to use a qualified specialist to establish tree protection methods. 

(1) Protected trees, their protected perimeters and whether they are to be retained or removed are to be clearly 
shown on ail improvement plans. A note shall be placed on the improvement plans that "Construction is subject to 
requirements established by Sonoma County to protect certain trees." 

(2) Before the start of any clearing, excavation, construction or other work on the site, eveiy tree designated for 
protection on the approved site plan shall be clearly delineated with a substantial barrier (steel posts and barbed wire or chain 
link fencing) at the protected perimeter, or limits established during the permit process. The delineation markers shall 
remain in place for the duration of ail work. AU trees to be removed shall be clearly marked. A scheme shall be established 
for the removal and disposai of brush, earth and other débris as to avoid injury to any protected tree. 

(3) Where proposed development or other site work must encroach upon the protected perimeter of a protected tree, 
spécial measures shall be incorporated to allow the roots to obtain oxygen, water and nutrients. Tree wells or other 
techniques may be used where advisable. No changes in existing ground level shall occur within the protected perimeter 
unless a drainage and aération scheme approved by a certifîed arborist is utilized. No buming or use of equipment with an 
open flame shall occur near or within the protected perimeter (except for authorized controUed bums). 

(4) No storage or dumping of oil, gasoline, chemicals, or other substances that may be harmful to trees shall occur 
within the drip line of any tree, or any other location on the site from which such substances might enter the drip line. 

(5) If any damage to a protected tree should occur during or as a resuit of work on the site, the county shall be 
promptly notified of such damage. If a protected tree is damaged so that it cannot be preserved in a healthy state, the director 
of the permit and resource management department shall require replacement in accordance with the arboreal value chart. If 
on-site replacement is not feasible, the applicant shall pay the in-lieu fee to the tree replacement fimd. 

(6) The foUowing design standards for protected trees shall be adhered to: 

a. Underground trenching for utilities should avoid tree roots within the protected perimeter. If avoidance is 
impractical, tunnels should be made below major roots. If tunnels are impractical and cutting roots is required, it shall be 
done by hand-sawn cuts after hand-digging trenches. Trenches should be Consolidated to serve as many units as possible. 

b. Compàction within the drip line or protected perimeter shall be avoided. 

c. Paving with either concrète or asphalt over the protected perimeter should be avoided. If paving over the 
protected perimeter cannot be avoided, affected trees shall be treated and removed for purposes of calculating arboreal 
values. 

d. Wherever possible, septic Systems and/or leach lines shall not be located on the uphill side of a protected tree. 

(7) Security posted for the purpose of insuring the proper construction of public or private improvements shall also 
include an amount sufiRcient to secure any requirements imposed pursuant to this section. In addition, security for potential 
tree damage shall be twenty-five (25%) of the amount posted for planned tree replacement. In lieu fées shall be paid prior to 
recording any maps. Such security shall not be released until protection requirements, including planting replacement trees, 
and any long term maintenance requirements hâve been satisfactorily discharged. The initial bond amount may be reduced 
to cover only the maintenance and replacement of frees after construction is completed. 

(8) The Valley Oak, Quercus lobata, shall receive spécial considération in the design review process to the extent 
that mature spécimens shall be retained to the fiiUest extent feasible. Valley oaks contribute greatly to Sonoma County' s 
Visual character, landscape and they pro vide important visual relief in urban settings. On existing parcels created without the 
benefit of an accompanying EIR, design review shall focus on the préservation of valley oaks to the fuUest extent feasible. 
Where such préservation would render a lot unbuildable, partial protection with accompanying appropriate mitigations 
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developed by a certified arborist shall be incorporated into the project design. In such cases where only partial protection ^^É 
can be achieved, full replacement in accordance with the arboreal value chart shall be required. ^^ 

Arboreal value charts. 

One of the following charts is to be used for determining arboreal values. The applicant shall indicate at time of 
application which chart is to be used. Chart 1 requires analysis to be done only in the development areas (building 
envelopes, access roads, etc.) and requires one hundred percent (100%) replacement or in-lieu fées. Chart 2 requires analysis 
of the entire site but allows for removal of up to fifty percent (50%) of the arboreal value. Compensation for the loss of 
greater than fifty percent (50%) arboreal value will require replacement by using the chart. 

Chart No. 1. To be used for measuring trees removed only in the development areas. 



d.b.h.* 


Removed Trees 


Weighted Value 


Arboreal Value 


9"- 15" 




1 




Over 15"-21" 




2 




Over21"-27" 




3 




Over27"-33" 




4 




Over 33" 




5 





Total 



This value (the A.V.) is used to calculate the replacement number 



Chart No. 2. Complète Site Analysis 
(a) To be used for measuring existing trees on the entire site. 



Existing d.b.h.* Existing Trees Weighted Value 


Existing Arboreal 
Value 


9"-l5" 1 


Over 15"-2l" 2 


Over 21 "-27" 3 


Over27"-33" 4 


Over 33" 5 


Total 




(b) To be used for measuring trees to be removed. 




Removed d.b.h.* Removed Trees Weighted Value 


Removed Arboreal 
Value 


9"- 15" 1 


Over 15"-21" 2 


Over 21 "-27" 3 


Over27"-33" 4 


Over 33" 5 



• 



Total 



Subtract the removed arboreal value from the existing arboreal value. If the removed arboreal value is more than fifty 
percent (50%) of the existing, the developer must replace the différence between removed arboreal value and fifty percent 
(50%) of existing arboreal value using the arboreal valuations. 

*d.b.h. (diameter at breast height, four and one half feet (4 1/2') above ground) can be calculated by measuring the 
circumference of the tree and dividing by three point one four (3.14) or pi. 

Arboreal valuations. 
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Ail trees to be replaced shall be the same native species as that removed unless spécifie approval bas been granted by 
the director of the permit and resource management department. 
One (1) point arboreal value equals: 

(a) six (6) five (5) gallon trees (can be existing trees on site that are below nine inches (9") d.b.h. if préservation 
methods are part of the development permit); or 

(b) two (2) fifteen (15) gallon trees (the large trees must corne from nurseries where they hâve been irrigated and they 
must hâve on-site irrigation to insure their survival); or 

(c) two hundred dollar ($200.00) in-lieu fee (annual average retail cost can be changed to reflect cost increases). 
Two points arboreal value equals: 

(a) twenty-four inch (24") box tree (the large trees must corne from nurseries where they hâve been irrigated and they 
must hâve on-site irrigation to insure their survival); or 

(b) four hundred dollar ($400.00) in-lieu fee (annual average retail cost can be changed to reflect cost increases). 
Replacement trees may be located on residentially zoned parcels of at least one and one half (1-1/2) acres and on any 

commercial or industrial zoned parcel, regardless of size, where feasible. Where infeasible, they may be located on public 
lands or maintained private open space. In-lieu fées may be used to acquire and protect stands of native trees in préserves or 
place trees on public lands. 

(m) Lot line adjustment. Lot line adjustment applications made pursuant to Chapter 25 of the Sonoma County Code 
(subdivision ordinance) which propose to add land to an existing parcel for the purpose of increasing its subdivision potential 
shall be deemed contrary to the provisions of this chapter. 

(n) Area design review committees. Where development is proposed on parcels which are subject to area design 
review committees which hâve been created by resolution of the board of supervisors, the following shall apply. 

(1) Prior to issuance of a building permit, the development plan will be reviewed and approved, conditionally 
approved, or denied by the director of the permit and resource management department on the basis of site planning as it 
relates to designated open space or design policies of adopted gênerai, spécifie or area plans or other such design criteria as 
may hâve been adopted by the board of supervisors. 

(2) Concurrent with the submittal of the development plan to the director of the permit and resource management 
department, the owner shall submit the advisory recommendation of approval, conditional approval or déniai of the local 
design review contunittee with jurisdiction over the parcel. 

(3) The director of the permit and resource management department shall consider the advisory recommendation of 
the local design review committee but shall not be bound by it. 

(4) Décisions of the director of the permit and resource management department approving, conditionally 
approving, or denying a building permit pursuant to this section are appealable in accordance with Section 26C-33 1 . 

(o) Year-round fann worker housing. Year-round farm worker housing shall meet the following standards: 

(1) Year-round farm worker housing shall be located on parcels of ten (10) acres or more having an agricultural 
gênerai plan land use désignation, but may be located on parcels of ten (10) acres or more having a resources a rural 
development gênerai plan land use désignation provided the parcel is under a Williamson Act contract. Such parcels shall be 
owned by the applicant. 

(2) Year-round farm worker housing shall be located on parcels having direct access to a county maintained road. 
If a private road is to provide such access, the applicant shall file with the permit and resource management department a 

written agreement signed by ail of the property owners entitled to use such road acknowledging and agreeing to the road's 
use as access for the year-round farm worker housing. 

(3) Year-round farm worker housing located on any parcel shall house no more than thirty-eight (38) persons at any 
time. 

(4) Year-round farm worker housing and support structures shall be set back a minimum of fifty-five feet (55') 
from the centerline of any roadway, sixty feet (60') from any other property line, forty feet (40') from any other structure, and 
forty feet (40') from watering froughs, feed froughs, and accessory buildings. Year-round farm worker housing and support 
structures shall also be set back seventy-five feet (75') from bams, pens or similar quarters of livestock or poultry. On 
parcels adjacent to a residential zoning district, year-round farm worker housing shall be set back a minimum of five hundred 
feet (500') from the property line adjacent to the residential zoning district. 

(5) Year-round farm worker housing shall hâve ofif-sfreet parking provided at the ration of one (l) space per (4) 
persons housed. The parking does not need to be covered, but shall be screened from public view by buildings, fences, 
landscaping, or terrain features. 
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(6) Year-round farm worker housing may be either one (1) or two (2) story structures. 

(7) Year-round farm worker housing shall not be located within £uiy floodway. 

(8) Year-round farm worker housing located within the one hundred-year flood élévation shall hâve the structure of 
the finished floor of the living quarters above the one hundred-year flood level, but may hâve a storage area belowthe living 
quarters. 

(9) Year-round farm worker housing located within the one hundred-year flood élévation shall hâve its septic tank 
and disposai field at least one hundred feet (100') removed from the one hundred-year flood élévation unless otherwise 
authorized by the director of environmental health. 

(10) Year-round farm worker housing shall be maintained in such a manner so as not to constitute a zoning 
violation or a health and safety hazard. 

(11) Prior to the issuance of a building permit for year-round farm worker housing, the applicant shall place on file 
with the permit and resource management départaient an afSdavit that the year-round farm worker housing will be used to 
house persons employed for agricultural purposes. Further a covenant shall be recorded, in a form satisfactory to county 
counsel, acknowledging and agreeing that park and trafSc mitigation fées for the year-round farm worker housing shall be 
waived unless and until the housing units are no longer used to house persons employed for agricultural purposes and further 
acknowledging and agreeing that in the event the housing units are converted to some other use the park and traffic 
mitigation fées existent at the time of conversion shall be immediately due and payable and the housing units shall be either 
removed or, if the new use is otherwise permitted, brought into compliance with the provisions of this code and state laws in 
effect at the time of conversion. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-321. General lot area and wîdth régulations and exemptions. 

(a) The use of land as permitted for the district in which it is located shall be permitted on a lot of less area or width than 
tiiat required by the régulations for such district, unless the owner of such lot owns any contiguous lot, m which case such 
lots shall be treated as one lot; provided, however, that such lots shall not be treated as one lot if any of the folio wing four 
conditions are met: 

(1 ) That each lot was created in compliance with applicable laws and ordinances in effect at the time of its création, is 
served by public sewer and is at least five thousand (5,000) square feet in area. 

(2) That each lot was created in compliance with applicable laws and ordinances in effect at the time of its création, is 
not served by public sewer and is at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet in area. 

(3) That each of the lots was created in compliance with applicable laws and ordinances in effect at the time of its 
création, is subject to Williamson Act Agricultural Préserve Contract, and conforms to minimum income requirements set 
forth in the agricultural préserve contract. 

(4) That each of Âe lots was created in compliance with applicable laws and ordinances in effect at the time of its 
création, is subject to timber préserve and is eighty (80) acres or larger. 

(b) For purposes of the section, "served by public sewei^' means that a govemmental agency providing sewer service 
States in writing and without qualification that it will provide sewer service to the subject property. 

(c) Contiguous parcels not conforming to Sections 26C-32 1 (a)( 1 ), (2), (3), and (4) may be merged into one parcel subject 
to the provisions of Section 25-62 of the subdivision ordinance. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-322. General height régulations and exceptions. 

(a) In an AR, RR, RI , R2, or PC district, no fence shall heremafler be constructed to exceed six feet (6') in height within 
any required side yard to the rear of the fi-ont Une of any dwelling, or along any rear property line, nor to exceed three feet 
(3') in height within any required fi-ont yard nor within fifleen feet (15') of the street corner nor within any required exterior 
side yard on any corner lot, without first securing a use permit in each case. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-323. General yard régulations and exceptions. 

(a) In the case of a through lot abutting on two streets, no building shaU be located so as to encroach upon the fi-ont yard 
required on either street. This provision may be waived for swimming pools when it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
the director of the permit and resource management department that the location will not be detrimental to the health, safety 
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or welfare of adjacent land uses or properties. The director of the permit and resource management department may require a 
use permit or signatures from adjacent property owners. 

(b) Any dwelling use to be located in any C district shail provide front, side and rear yards as required in the R2 district; 
provided, that this shail not appiy to any dwelling use to be located over a commercial or industrial establishment. 

(c) Where irregular lot shapes prevent the direct détermination of the area and yard requirements for a lot, the planning 
director of the permit and resource management department shail make such déterminations as necessary for the administra- 
tion of this chapter. 

(d) In any case where an officiai plan line has been established as part of the street and highway plan, the required yards 
on the Street side shail be measured from such officiai pian line, and in no case shail the provisions of this chapter be con- 
strued as permitting any structure to extend beyond any such officiai plan line. 

(e) In any case where a building setback line or building envelope has been established by a recorded parcel map, final 
subdivision map, or the coastal plan, and said setback is différent from the setback required by the zoning district in which 
the parcel is located, the established building setback line cannot be waived by the director of the permit and resource man- 
agement department nor through a variance procédure. 

(f) Protect and encourage agricultural production by establishing a buffer between agricultural production on lands either 
designated in one of the three agricultural land use catégories in the gênerai plan or lands included within the AR zoning 
district, where any such lands abut a non-agricultural land use conducted on land outside the three gênerai plan land use 
catégories. Generally, buffers shail be defined as a physical séparation of one hundred feet (100') to two hundred feet (200'). 
Thèse may be modified based upon topographie feature, a substantial tree stand, water course or similar existing feature. In 
some circumstances, a landscaped berm or other man-made feature may enhance the buffer. The requirement for buffer may 
be modified after hearing by the advisory agency following a written recommendation by the agricultural commissioner. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 26C-350 (non-conforming uses) where the imposition of the buffer créâtes a 
non-conforming condition, expansion or modification of such use may be permitted provided that encroachment into the 
setback does not exceed that of the existing structure. 

Agricultural production as used herein means either an existing agricultural opération or an agricultural opération that 
would be areasonably anticipated use. No buffer or setback shail be created by the acquisition of a portion of a parcel de- 
voted to an agricultural opération-. 

The provisions of this secfion shail only apply to discretionary permits which are either appealable pursuant to the chapter 
or over which the board of supervisors has original jurisdiction. 

(g) In any TP, LIA, LEA, D A, RRD, RRDWA, AR or RR district the required yard standards may be reduced when the 
director of the permit and resource management department finds that such reduction(s) are appropriate in light of topogra- 
phy, végétation, or unique physical characteristics. In determining such findings, considération will aiso be given to visibility 
from public roads and adjacent properties. Such réduction shail not resuit in a front yard of less than ten feet for any garage 
or carport opening. The director of the permit and resource management department may require a use pennit or signatures 
from adjacent property owners. (Ord. No. 5318 § I, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-324. Building Unes. 

(a) Building lines may be established for the purpose of determining building locations. Such building lines shail be in- 
dicated on the zoning maps. 

(b) Building lines shail be measured from the property line or adopted plan lines and shail supersede the front yard set- 
back requirements of the zoning district within which the particular parcel(s) is located. 

(c) Building lines shail be established in the manner provided by Article XCIV. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001 .) 

Sec. 26C-325.1. Second dwelling units. 

(a) Purpose. This section implements the requirements of Government Code Section 65852.2 and the provisions of the 
gênerai plan housing élément that encourage the production of affordable housing by means of second dwelling units. 

(b) Applicability. Second dwelling units shail be permitted only in compiiance with the requirements of this section, and 
ail other requirements of the applicable zoning district, except as otherwise provided by this section, in the following agricul- 
tural and residential zoning districts: LIA (Land Intensive Agriculture), LEA (Land Extensive Agriculture), DA (Diverse 
Agriculture), RRD (Rural Resources & Development), RR (Rural Residential), AR (Agricultural Residential), RI (Low 
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Density Residential), R2 (Médium Density Residential) and R3 (High Density Residential). Second dwelling units are pro- 
hibited in tiie Z (second dwelling unit exclusion) combining district. 

(c) Perniit Requirements. A zoning permit (Sections 26-92- 1 70 and 26C-330 — zoning/coastal permit) shall be required 
for a second dwelling unit. Additionally, second dwelling units must comply with ail other applicable building codes and 
requirements, including évidence of adéquate septic capacity and water yield. 

(d) Use. Second dwelling units may not be sold separateiy from the main unit, and may be rented. Occupant(s) need not 
be related to the property owner. Units may not be rented on a transient occupancy basis (periods less than thirty (30) days) 
uniess a use permit is first secured. 

(e) Unit Type. A second dwelling unit may be attached or detached from the primary dwelling on the site. A detached 
second dwelling unit may also be a manufactured home, in compliance with Sections 26-02-140 and 26C-325.4. 

(f) Timing. A second dwelling unit allowed by this section may be constructed prior to, concurrently with or after con- 
struction of the primary dwelling. 

(g) Density. As provided by Government Code Section 65852.2(b)(5), second dwelling units are exempt fi"om the density 
limitations of the gênerai plan, provided that no more than one (1) second dwelling unit may be located on any parcel. A 
second dwelling unit may not be located on any parcel already containing a dwelling unit that is non-conforming with re- 
spect to land use or density, or developed with a duplex, triplex, apartment or condominium. 

(h) Site Requirements. 

(1) Water Availability. 

(i) Except as provided in subsection (h)( 1 )(ii) of this section, a second dwelling unit shall be permitted only in 
designated groundwater availability classification areas 1 or 2, or where public water is available. 

(ii) A second dwelling unit in a Class 3 groundwater availability area shall be permitted only if: 

(A) The domestic water source is located on the subject parcel, or a mutual water source is available; and 

(B) Groundwater yield is sufficient for the existing and proposed use, pursuant to Section 7-12 of this code, 
(iii) Second dwelling units shall not be established within designated Class 4 groundwater availability classifica- 
tion areas except where both requirements for Class 3 areas, above, are met and a hydro-geotechnical report detennines that 
there is no long-term or cumulative impact to groundwater resources. AH applications for a zoning pennit to allow a second 
dwelling unit within a Class 4 area shall be accompanied by a hydro-geological report containing information and analysis as 
specified by the director. Said report shall be prepared and certified by an appropriate licensed professional, spécifie for the 
subject site and the existing and proposed use, and the report must fmd and détermine that: 

(A) Water yield will be sufficient year-round to serve both the primary and the secondary residential use; 
and 

(B) The establishment and continuation of the use will not resuit in significant impacts to local groundwa- 
ter availability or yield, nor is it expected to hâve significant long-term and/or cumulative impacts. 

(2) Minimum Parcel Size 

(i) A second dwelling unit shall be permitted only on parceis with a minimum gross lot area of at least two (2) 
acres, except as provided for below: 

(A) An exception will be made to permit a second dwelling unit on a parcel with a minimum of 1 .5 acres in 
gross lot area in designated Class 1 or 2 groundwater availability areas, provided that an affordable housing agreement pur- 
suant to Sections 26-88- 1 20 and 26C-326 is executed and recorded, restricting the occupancy and rent of the subject unit to 
low or very low income households for a period of at least thirty (30) years. The agreement shall be subject to review and 
approval of the county counsel and the executive director of the community development commission. 

(B) Where the parcel is served by both public sewer and water, second dwelling units shall be permitted 
only on parceis with a minimum gross lot area of at least six thousand (6,000) square feet without restriction as to tenancy or 
affordability. 

(C) Where the parcel is served by both public sewer and water, second dwelling units shall be permitted on 
parceis with a gross lot area of at least five thousand (5,000) square feet, provided that an affordable housing agreement pur- 
suant to Section 26-88- 1 20 is executed and recorded restricting the occupancy and rent of the subject unit to low or very low 
income households for a period of at least thirty (30) years. The agreement shall be subject to review and approval of the 
county counsel and the executive director of the community development commission. 

(i) Design and Development Standards. 

(I) Height. The second dwelling unit shall not exceed sixteen (16') feet in height except that where the unit is at- 
tached to the primary unit, or where the second dwelling unit is proposed to be located above a garage, carport or bam, the 
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maximum height shall be that established for the underlying zoning district. In no case shali the provision of a second dwell- 
ing unit resuit in a substantial réduction in solar access to surrounding properties. 

(2) Design. The second dwelling unit shall be similar or compatible in character to the primary résidence on the site 
and to the surrounding résidences in terms of roof pitch, eaves, building materials, colors and landscaping. second dwelling 
units shall aiso meet ail standards set forth in any applicable combining district, spécifie plan or area plan or local area de- 
velopment guidelines. 

(3) Size. A second unit shall not exceed eight hundred foity (840) square feet in floor area. When the second dwell- 
ing unit is provided as an affordable rental unit, the size limit shall be one thousand ( 1 ,000) square feet so long as an afford- 
able housing agreement pursuant to Sections 26-88- 1 20 and 26C-26 is first executed and recorded, restricting the occupancy 
and rent for the subject unit to low or very low income households for a period of at least thirty (30) years. The agreement 
shall be subject to review and approval of the county counsel and the executive director of the community development 
commission. 

(i) Calculating the Size of Second Dwelling Units. Floor area shall be calculated by measuring the exterior pe- 
rimeter of the second dwelling unit and the length of any common walls. In the case of straw baie or similar construction, 
floor area may be calculated using interior dimensions. Any storage space or enclosed areas attached to the second dwelling 
unit shall be included in the size calculation, except: a) a garage, as described below; or b) where the second dwelling unit is 
constructed over a bam or garage serving only the primary home. 

(ii) Allowable Garage Area. A garage up to four hundred (400) square feet in unconditioned floor area shall be 
pennitted for a second dwelling unit provided that ail required setbacks are met. A garage up to five hundred (500) square 
feet shall be permitted if an affordable housing agreement pursuant to Sections 26-88-120 and 26C-326 is recorded restrict- 
ing the rent to low or very low income households for a period of at least thirty (30) years. No conditioned space shall be 
allowed within the garage area. A deed restriction shall be recorded declaring that the garage or bam area is not to be utilized 
as a part of the conditioned residential space. 

(4) Lot Coverage Limitation. The total lot coverage for parcels developed with a second dwelling unit shall not ex- 
ceed that allowed within the applicable zoning district in which the parcel is located. 

(5) Setback and Location Requirements. 

(i) A second dwelling unit and any attached or detached garage must comply with the setback requirements of 
the applicable zoning district in which the second dwelling unit is located, except that the rearyard setback for second dwell- 
ing unit located in urban service areas within zone districts RR, RI , R2 and R3 shall be reduced to five (5') feet. In the case 
of an existing légal structure that is nonconforming with respect to setbacks, yard requirements may be reduced through use 
perniit approval in order to allow the légal conversion of the existing structure for use as a second dwelling unit. 

(ii) In the case of a second dwelling unit in a rural zone district that is located more than one hundred (1 00') feet 
from the primary dwelling, the second dwelling unit shall maintain minimum front, rear and side setbacks of sixty (60') feet, 
uniess otherwise provided through use permit. 

(6) Access and Parking Requirements. 

(i) Driveway Access. Both the primary unit and the second dwelling unit shall be served by one common, all- 
weather surface access driveway with a minimum width of twelve (12') feet, Connecting the second dwelling unit to a public 
or private road. The requirement for a single driveway connection may be waived in each of the following instances if the 
director détermines that the waiver of the requirement would not be detrimental to the public heaith, safety or gênerai wel- 
fare: 

(A) Where an applicant seeks to convert an existing structure to use as a second dwelling unit, and that 
structure was served by an access driveway separate from the primary dwelling; or 

(B) Where the applicant can show that there are already two (2) legally established access driveways to the 
parcel that are available to serve the primary and secondary dwelling units separately; or 

(C) Where the parcel is split by a public or private road, or where the parcel has frontage on two (2) roads 
(public or private); 

(D) Where the applicant demonstrates an alternative access design that provides an overall réduction in the 
expanse of driveway area is préférable. 

(ii) Parking Required. One ( 1 ) off-street parking space with an all-weather surface shall be provided for the ex- 
clusive use of the second dwelling unit, in addition to the parking that is required for the primary dwelling. (Ord. 5429 § 6, 
2003.) 
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Sec. 26C-325.2. Recycling collection and processing facllitles. 

The criteria and standards for recycling collection and processing facilities are as follows: 

(a) Pemiits required. 

( I ) No person shall place or perniit placement, construction, or opération of any recycling facility, including reverse 
vending machine, large or small collection facility, or light or heavy processing facility without first obtaining a use permit 
or design review approval pursuant to the provisions set forth in this section. Subject to the restrictions and requirements of 
this section, recycling collection and processing facilities may be pennitted as set forth in the following table: 

Type of Facility Zones Permitted Permit Required 

Reverse Vending Machine CS, CT, C2, CF, Administrative 

PF, PC, AS Design Review 

Small Collection Facility CS, CT, C2, CF, Administrative 

PF, PC, AS Design Review 

Large Collection Facility CF Use Pennit 

Light Processing Facility CF Use Pennit 

Heavy Processing Facility CF Use Perniit 

(2) A planned community (PC) district may expressly permit or prohibit recycling facilities. Where a PC district 
does not specifically address such facilities but allows uses permitted in the CS, CT, C2, CF, PF, AS districts, reverse vend- 
ing machines and small collection facilities may be pennitted with an administrative design review permit. 

(3) A single administrative design review permit may be granted to allow more than one reverse vending machine or 
more than one small collection facility, even if located on différent sites, pursuant to the following criteria: 

a. The operator of each of the proposed facilities is the same; 

b. The proposed facilities are determined by the director of the pennit and resource management department to 
be similar in nature, size and intensity of activity; 

c. Ail of the applicable criteria and standards set forth in this section are complied with. 

(b) Reverse vending machines. Reverse vending machines shall meet the following conditions: 

(1) Shall be established in conjunction with a commercial use, industrial or public facility use, which is in compli- 
ance with ail chapters of the codes of the county of Sonoma including but not limited to Sonoma County Fire Code, unifonn 
building code and zoning ordinance. 

(2) Shall, when associated with a commercial or industrial use, be located within thirty feet (30') of the entrance to 
the primary use and shall not obstruct pedestrian or vehicular circulation. 

(3) Shall be constructed and maintained with durable waterproof and rustproof material and shall be covered. 

(4) Shall be clearly marked to identify the type of material to be deposited. 

(5) Shall hâve a sign area of a maximum of four (4) square feet and sign(s) shall be attached to the machine. 

(6) Shall be no more than eighty (80) cubic feet in bulk and no more than eight feet (8') in height per machine. 

(7) The operator of the reverse vending machine and the operator of the primary use, on a daily basis, shall remove 
any and ail recyclable materials or refuse which has accumulated or is deposited outside the reverse vending machines. 

(8) Reverse vending machines located within a structure in which the primary use is located shall not require any 
pennits under this section. 

(9) Where a reverse vending machine is located nearer than fifty feet (50') to a residential property, structure barriers 
shall be provided to reduce noise impacts. 

(10) Reverse vending machine opération may be limited to the hours of opération of the host use. 

(c) Small collection facilities. Small collection facilities shall meet the following conditions: 

( l ) Shall be established in conjunction with a commercial use, industrial use institutional or community facility pub- 
lic facility use which is in compliance with ail chapters of the codes of the county of Sonoma including but not limited to the 
Sonoma County Fire Code, Uniform Building Code and zoning ordinance. 

(2) Containers shall be constructed and maintained with durable waterproof, rustproof, and fire résistant material and 
shall be covered at ail times when not attended. 

(3) Containers shall be clearly marked to identify the type of recyclable materials which may be deposited. A sign 
shall be displayed stating that no materials shall be left outside designated containers. 
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(4) Facilities shall be clearly marked to identify the name and téléphone number of the facility operator. 

(5) The site shall be swept and maintained in a dust-free, litter-free condition on a daily basis. 

(6) The facility shall be placed on a site so as not to obstruct on-site or off-site pedestrian or vehicular circulation, or 
any loading facilities. 

(7) The facility shall be set back at least twenty feet (20') from any street or right-of-way. 

(8) The facility shall not impair the landscaping required for any concurrent use or any permit issued pursuant 
thereto. 

(9) The noise level for the collection facility shall not at any time exceed fifty-fïve (55) dBA as measured at the 
property line of any residentially zoned or residentially used property, and shall not exceed sixty-five (65) dBA. 
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( 1 0) The facility shall not include power-drive sorting and/or consolidation equipment such as crushers, baiers, or 
bulk reverse vending machines. 

(11) Signs may be provided as foUows: 

a. Maximum sign area shall be four square feet; 

b. No illuminated signs; and 

c. Signs must be consistent with the character of the location. 

(12) Use of the facility for collection or disposai of refuse or hazardous material is prohibited. 

(13) The facility shall be removed from the site no later than the date foUowing expiration of the zoning permit for 
the primary use of the property or the state certification permit, whichever expires earlier. 

( 1 4) The facility shall be in opération only during the hours of opération of the primary use. Unless permission is 
otherwise given by the operator of primary use. 

(15) The facility shall conform to ail development régulations for the zoning district in which it is located. 

( 1 6) The occupation of parking spaces by the facility and by the attendant may not reduce available parking spaces 
below the minimum number required for the primary use unless ail of the foUowing conditions exist: 

a. The facility is located in a convenience zone or a potential convenience zone as designated by the Califomia 
Department of Conservation; 

b. A parking study shows that existing parking capacity is not ah-eady fiilly utilized during the time the recycling 
facility will be on the site; 

c. The use permit or design review approval will be reconsidered at the end of eighteen (18) months. 

If the conditions set forth in subsections a through c exist, a réduction in available parking spaces in an established 
parking facility may then be allowed as foUows: 



a priority commercial or mdustrial host use: 




Number of Available Parking Spaces 


Maximum Réduction 


0-25 





26-35 


2 


36-49 


3 


50-99 


4 


100 + 


5 



For a primary institutional use: A maximum five (5) spaces réduction will be allowed when not in conflict with parking 
needs of the primary use. 

(17) The facility operator shall, on a daily basis, remove any and ail recyclable materials or refuse which has 
accumulated or is deposited outside the containers, bins, or enclosures intended as réceptacles for such materials. 

(18) Small collection facilities are encouraged to accept ail types of recyclable materials including, but not limited 
to ail types of beverage and food containers made from aluminum, non-aluminum métal, glass, and plastic, and m 
appropriate circumstances the county may require collection of ail types of recyclable materials as a condition of design 
review approval. Small collection facilities may collect newspapers and cardboard in containers constructed of non- 
flammable materials. 

(d) Large collection facilities: Large collection facilities shall meet the foUowing conditions: 

(1) The facility will be screened from the public right-of-way and adjacent properties zoned, planned, or used for 
residential purposes by operating in an enclosed building or: 

a. Will be located within an area enclosed by an opaque fence at least six feet (6') in height with landscaping; 

b. Will meet ail the noise standards set forth in subsection (d)(7). 

(2) Setbacks and landscape requirements shall be those provided for the zoning district in which the facility is 
located. 

(3) Materials stored outside shall be bailed, palletized, densified or in sturdy containers maintained in good 
condition. Storage containers for fiammable material shall be constructed of non-flammable material. Oil storage must be in 
containers approved by the fïre district, Califomia Department of Forestry and the Sonoma County Public Health 
Department. No storage, excluding truck trailers and overseas containers, will be visible above the height of the fencing. 

(4) The site shall be mamtained free of litter and any other undesirable materials and will be cleaned of loose débris 
on a daily basis. 
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(5) Space will be provided on site for six (6) vehicles or the anticipated peak customer load, whichever is higher, to 
circulate and to deposit recyclable materials, except where the director of the permit and resource management department 
détermines that allowing overflow traffîc above six (6) vehicles is incompatible with surrounding businesses and public 
safety. 

(6) In addition to the parkmg spaces required in paragraph 5, one (1) parking space will be provided for each 
commercial vehicle operated by the recycling facility. Parking requirements will be as provided for in the zone, except that 
parking requirements for employées may be reduced when it can be shown that parking spaces are not necessary such as 
when employées are transported in a company vehicle to a work facility. 

(7) Noise levels shall not exceed 55 dBA as measured at the property line of residentially zoned or occupied 
property, and shall not otherwise exceed seventy (70) dBA. 

(8) If the facility is located where it abuts property zoned, planned or occupied for residential use, it shall not be in 
opération between seven p.m. and seven a.m.. 

(9) Any containers provided for donation of recyclable materials will be adequately screened from any property 
zoned or occupied for residential use and shall be of sturdy, rustproof construction, shall hâve sufficient capacity to 
accommodate materials collected, and shall be secure from unauthorized entry or removal of materials. 

( 1 0) Unattended donation areas will be kept free of litter and any other undesirable raaterial and the containers will 
be clearly marked to identify the type of material that may be deposited; the facility shall display a notice stating that no 
material shall be left outside the recycling containers. 

(11) The facility will be clearly marked with the name and phone number of the facility operator and the hours of 
opération. Identification and informational signs will meet the standards of the zone. Directional signs, bearing no 
advertising message, may be installed with the approval of the director of the permit and resource management department, 
if necessary to facilitate traffic circulation or if the facility is not visible from the public right-of-way. 

(12) Power-drive processing, including aluminum foil and can compacting, bailing, plastic shredding, or other Ught 
processing activities necessary for efficient temporary storage and shipment of material, may be approved through a use 
permit process where noise standards can be shown to be complied with. 

(13) Other conditions may be required in connection with the use permit process. 

(e) Light and heavy processing facilities. A light or heavy processing opération shall meet the foUowing conditions: 
( 1 ) The facility shall be screened from the public right-of-way and adjacent properties zoned, planned, or occupied 
for residential use. 

(2) Processors will operate in a whoUy enclosed building except for incidental storage, or 

a. Shall operate within an area enclosed on ail sides by an opaque fence or wall not less than eight feet (8') in 
height and landscaped on ail sfreet frontages. 

(3) Power-drive processing shall be permitted, provided noise level requirements of subsection (e)(l 1) are met. 
Light processing facilities are linùted to baling, briquetting, crushing, compacting, grinding, shredding and sorting of source- 
separated recyclable materials and repairing of reusable materials. 

(4) A light processing facility shall be no larger than forty-five thousand (45,000) square feet and may not shred, 
compact or baie ferrous metals other than food and beverage containers. 

(5) A processing facility may accept used motor oil for recycling from the generator in accordance with Section 
25250. 1 1 of the Califomia Health and Safety Code. 

(6) Setbacks and landscaping requirements shall be those provided for the zoning district in which the facility is 

located. 

(7) Materials stored outside shall be baled, palletized, densifîed or shall be in sturdy containers maintained in good 
condition. Storage containers for flanmiable material shall be constructed of non-flammable material. Oil storage must be in 
containers approved by the local fire district, department of forestry and department of public health. No storage excluding 
truck trailers and overseas containers will be visible above the height of the fencing. 

(8) The site shall be maintained free of litter and any other undesirable materials, will be cleaned of loose débris on 
a daily basis, and will be secured from unauthorized entry and removal of materials when attendants are not présent. 

(9) Parking space shall be provided on site for the anticipated peak load of customers to circulate, park and deposit 
recyclable materials. If the facility is open to the public, space will be provided for a minimum of ten (10) customers except 
where the director of the permit and resource management departtnent détermines that a lesser amount is surrounding 
business and public safety. 
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(10) In addition to the parking required by paragraph (g), one (1) parking space will be provided for each 
commercial vehicle operated by the processing center. Parking requirements will otherwise be as mandated by the zone in 
which the facility is located. 

(11) Noise levels shall not exceed fifty-five (55) dBA as measured at the property line of residentially zoned or 
occupied property, and shall not exceed seventy (70) dBA. 

( 1 2) If the facility is located within five hundred feet (500') of property zoned or planned or occupied for residential 
use, it shall not be in opération between seven p.m. and seven a.m. The facility will be administered by on-site personnel 
during the hours the facility is open. 

(13) Any containers provided for donation of recyclable materials will be adequately screened from any property 
zoned or occupied for residential use and shall be of sturdy, rustproof construction, shall hâve sufficient capacity to 
accommodate materials coUected, and shall be secure from unauthorized entry or removal of materials. 

(14) Donation areas shall be kept free of litter and any other undesirable material. The containers shall be clearly 
marked to identify the type of material that may be deposited. 

(15) Sign requirements shall be those provided for the zoning district in which the facility is located. In addition, 
the facility will be clearly marked with the name and phone number of the facility operator and the hours of opération. 

(16) No dust, fûmes, smoke, vibration or odor above ambient level shall intrude on neighboring properties. 

(17) Other conditions may be required as part of the use permit process. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-325.3 Large family day care. 

(a) Performance standards: Any applicant for large family day care shall provide évidence to the director of the permit 
and resource management department at the time of application for a zoning permit of conformance to the following 
standards: 

(1) Application: 

An application for a zoning permit shall be accompanied by ail information, plans, fées and descriptions required by the 
permit and resource management department to process the application. 

(2) Fencing: 

Any front side or rear yard areas intended for day care use shall be surrounded by a barrier to separate the children from 
neighboring properties. Examples of acceptable barriers include hedgerows, chainlink or wood fences, walls, and the like. 
Fences shall be installed to protect the children from possible hazards (e.g., swimming pools, ravines, vicious animais, etc.) 
according to state social services licensing provisions. The application shall state the type of barrier proposed and the area to 
be fenced. 

(3) Health and safety codes: 

Proposed day care homes shall comply with applicable building and fire code provision, with the applicable building 
codes, health codes, fire code standards adopted by the state and administered by the county fîre marshal, and with social 
services department licensing requirements (Califomia Administrative Code, Title 22, Division 2). 

(4) Spacing and concentration: 

Properties used for large family day care homes may be located doser than three hundred feet (300') from one another in 
ail directions unless there is an appeal from a neighbor. In no case shall a residential property be directly abutted by large 
family day care on two or more sides. 

(5) Noise: 

Noise emanating from a large family day care home or child care facility site shall not exceed sixty (60) décibels on 
the A scale measured at the property line. A noise wall or other sound attenuating device may be required to insure that this 
level of noise is not exceeded. 

(6) Circulation: 

Résidences located on arterial streets (as shown on the gênerai plan circulation map) must provide a drop-ofïïpick-up area 
designed to prevent vehicles from backing onto the arterial roadway. An accurate circulation plan, including parking, 
circulation, and drop-off areas, shall be included with the application. 

(7) Parking: 

Ail dwellings used for large family day care facilities shall provide at least three (3) automobile parking spaces. Thèse 
may include spaces already provided to fulfill residential parking requirements and on-sfreet parking so long as it abuts the 
site. 
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(8) Review and enforcement: 
a. One (1) year review. 
The zoning permit for lîirge family day care shall be reviewed after one year by the director to identify and achieve 
mitigation of any adverse conditions related to the day care activities conformance to thèse zoning ordinance régulations. 
The director may mitigate problems related to noise, traffic, parking, and code violations by imposing new conditions, such 
as limiting hours of opération, requiring installation of solid fencing, subséquent or periodic review, etc. athis/her discrétion. 
The director shall give notice of this review to owners and résidents of property within one hundred feet (100') of the large 
family day care to allow at least ten days for comment, 
(b) Procédure for application for large family day care: 

( 1 ) An application for a zoning permit shall be accompanied by ail information, plans, fées and descriptions required 
by the permit and resource management department. Large family day care is exempt from CEQA. 

(2) After the application is submitted, it will be referred to ail interested agencies. 

(3) At least ten (10) days prior to the date upon which the zoning permit would be issued, the permit and resource 
management department shall mail notice of the application to ail property ovmers within one hundred feet (100') feet of the 
subject property and shall post a notice on the property for at least ten days indicating the applicant's intent to locate a large 
family day care on the property. The written notice which is mailed and posted shall state that the county intends to issue a 
zoning permit on the property unless a written protest is received by the permit and resource management department within 
the ten (10) day period. 

(4) If no written protest and fee is received within the ten (10) day period, the permit and resource management 
department may issue a zoning permit for the day care, subject to the adopted standards. 

(5) If a written protest is filed within ten (10) days of posting or publication, it must be accompanied by a fee in an 
amount set by resolution of the board of supervisors. The only grounds for a written protest shall be that the proposed family 
day care does not meet the criteria set forth in this section. 

(6) If a written protest on proper grounds and fee is received within the ten (10) day period, the permit and resource 
management department will schedule a hearing on the proposed large family day care before the board of zoning 
adjustments. The board of zoning adjustments will détermine whether the proposed day care meets the criteria set forth in 
this section. 

(7) Décisions of the board of zoning adjustments are appealable to the board of supervisors within twelve (12) days 
from the date of the board of zoning adjustment's action. Appeals shall be accompanied by a fee to be set by resolution of 
the board of supervisors. The board of supervisors shall hear the matter de novo. 

(8) If the day care application is appealed to the board of zoning adjustments or the board of supervisors, the 
appropriate board may approve, or deny or conditionally approve the permit based on the criteria set forth in this section. 

(9) Operators of existing large family day care homes shall hâve twelve (12) months of adoption of this chapter in 
which to apply for a zoning permit, thereby establishing the use as a légal day care facility. A fee shall be required for the 
zoning permit, but posting and standards shall be waived. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-325.4. Manufacturée! homes placed on permanent foundations. 

(a) Purpose: To increase the supply of housing and variety of housing types available to the public by establishing a 
method for placement of manufactured homes on permanent foimdations on individual lots, while architecturally integrating 
the mobile home into the surrounding neighborhood. 

(b) Application: One manufactured home per lot is permitted pursuant to Section 26C-328(c), wherever the single- 
family dwelling is permitted provided that no other residential structures exist on the property. Additional manufactured 
homes, or manufactured homes which constitute additional residential units, may be permitted pursuant to this Section where 
additional single-family dwellmgs are permitted, subject to obtaining a use permit or use permit waiver. 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to the HD (historié combinmg) districts, nor shall thèse provisions apply to 
manufactured homes used to house fiill-time agricultural employées where not placed on a permanent foundation. 

(c) General requirements: 

(1) Effect of locating a manufactured home on a permanent foundation System. 

a. A manufactured home which has been placed on a single lot and on a permanent foundation System pursuant to 
this section shall be deemed to be a single-family dwelling, and subject to local property taxation pursuant to Section 1 855 1 
of the health and safety code and Section 109.7 of the revenue and taxation code. 
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(2) Construction standards. 

a. A Manufactured home shall not be located on a permanent foundation System on a single lot unless: 

1. It has been certified under the National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 
1974 and less than ten (10) years hâve elapsed between the date of manufacture of the manufactured home and the date of 
application for the issuance of a permit to install the manufactured home; or b) it is factory-built housing as defmed in 
Califomia Health and Safety Code Section 19971; and 

2. It has not been altered in violation of applicable codes. 

(d) Criteria: In the LIA, LEA, DA, RRD, RRDWA, TP, RR, AR, RI, R2, and PC districts, manufactured homes placed 
on permanent foundations shall: 

1 . Be occupied only as a residential use type in compliance with ail applicable régulations. 

2. Be subject to ail provisions of this chapter applicable to residential structures. 

3. Hâve a minimum width of twelve feet (12'), not including expander. 

4. Be covered with an exterior material (including wood, stucco, masonite, and horizontal lap siding) customarily used 
on conventional dwellings and approved by the director of the permit and resource management department. The exterior 
covering materials shall extend to the ground, except that when a solid concrète or masonry perimeter foundation is used, the 
exterior covering materials need not extend more than six inches (6") above fmished grade. 

5. Hâve a roof with a pitch of not less than three inches (3") vertical rise for each twelve inches (12") of horizontal run 
and consistmg of shingles or other material customarily used for conventional dwellings and approved by the director of the 
permit and resource management department. 

6. Hâve eaves of a conventional design. 

(e) Installation of manufactured home: 

(1) Surrender of registration. Subséquent to applying for the required building permits and prior to occupancy, the 
owner shall request a certification fi-om the building department that a certificate of occupancy be issued pursuant to Section 
1 855 l(b)(2) of the Califomia Health and Safety Code. Thereafter, any vehicle license plate, certificate of registration issued 
by a State agency is to be surrendered to the appropriate state agencies. Any manufactured mobile home which is 
permanently attached with underpinning or foundation to the ground must bear a Califomia insignia or fédéral label pursuant 
to Section 18550(b) of the health and safety code. 

(2) Compliance. The director of the permit and resource management department shall détermine that the project is in 
compliance with ail requirements and conditions of the building permit prior to issuing final approval for occupancy. 

(3) Building permit. Prior to installation of a manu&ctured home on a permanent foundation System the manufactured 
home owner or a licensed contracter shall obtain a building permit fi-om the building department, To obtain such a permit, 
the owner or contractor shall comply with ail requirements of Section 1 855 1 (a) of the health and safety code. (Ord. No. 5318 
§1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-325.5. Mobile home park standards. 

(a) Compliance with board of zoning adjustments standards generally: AU mobile home parks where approved by a use 
permit in the R2, or PC district shall be developed in conformance with minimum design and improvement standards 
adopted by the board of zoning adjustments. 

(b) Design review: AU mobUe home parks shaU be subject to design review by the director of the permit and resource 
management department in accordance with Article XLI and shall meet ail provisions of this section; provided, that when a 
change in design of any existing mobile home park is determined by the director of the permit and resource management 
department to be necessary zmd such change in design would not allow for fiiU compliance with a provision of this section, 
the director of the permit and resource management department shall hâve the authority to make such a détermination as 
necessary for the administration of this section. 

(c) MobUe home park lot Unes: 

( 1 ) MobUe home park lot Unes shall not be created, moved, shifted, or altered except as permitted by this subsection. 

(2) No mobile home park lot Unes shall be created, moved, shifted, or altered if the action will place an occupant of a 
mobile home space or lot in violation of any mobUe home séparation or space requirements of this chapter, Part 21 
(commencing with section 18200) of Division 13 of the health and safety code, or any administrative régulation adopted 
pursuant thereto. 
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(3) Applications to create, move, shift, or alter mobile home lot lines shall include the written authorization of the 
occupant or occupants, if any, of the mobile home spaces on which the lot lines will be created, moved, shifted, or altered. 
Written notice of applications shall be given to interested agencies and ail résidents of the subject mobile home park. 
Applications involving lot lines previously established through the use permit process shall be accompanied by a concurrent 
application to amend the applicable use permit and shall be acted upon by the board of zonùig adjustments at the same time 
as the amendment. 

(4) Applications not involving lot lines previously established through the use permit process may be acted upon by 
the director of the permit and resource management department if there are no written objections by interested agencies or 
résidents of the mobile home park. If there are written objections by interested agencies or résidents of the mobile home 
park, the director of the permit and resource management department shall refer the proposai to the board of zoning 
adjustments for a public hearing and décision. 

(5) In order to approve an application to create, move, shift or alter mobile home park lot lines, the finding of the 
director of the permit and resource management department or the board of zoning adjustments shall be that the proposai will 
not, under the circumstances of the particular case, be detrimental to the health, safety, peace, comfort, or gênerai welfare of 
persons residing in the mobile home park or to the gênerai welfare of the area. 

(6) In approving an application to create, move, shift, or alter mobile home park lot lines, the director of the permit 
and resource management department or the board of zoning adjustments may designate such conditions as are necessary to 
secure the purposes of this chapter and may require such guarantees and évidence that such conditions are being, or will be, 
complied with as are deemed appropriate. 

(d) Submittal of plans: Development plans shall be submitted to the director of the permit and resource management 
department at least ten (10) days prior to application for those permits required by Section 18500 of the health and safety 
code or its successors, and any other pertinent permit requirements of the county and the department of housing and 
community development of the state. 

Detailed drainage plans shall be submitted to and approved by the county water agency. 

(e) Stage development: Development may be in stages so long as each stage meets the minimum standards of this 
Section and there is no occupancy of any mobile home until at least ten mobile home lots are deveioped and improved on at 
least two (2) acres and authorized by a permit for occupancy as provided in Section 18505 of the health and safety code. 

(f) Density: The director of the permit and resource management department shall détermine the allowable density for 
each mobile home park based on the foUowing criteria: 

(1) Provisions for necessary space for compliance with this section. 

(2) Individual mobile home sites shall be a minimum of two thousand four hundred (2,400) square feet. 

(3) The maximum permitted residential density for a mobile home park shall be consistent with that established by the 
gênerai plan. 

(4) Every mobile home shall hâve a minimum ten feet ( 1 0') clearance in ail directions fi-om other structures excluding 
storage cabinets, except that when awnings, porches or cabanas are attached, the minimum clearance shall be six feet (6'). 

(g) Park area: No mobile home park shall be less than four (4) gross acres in area. 

(h) Building Imes: Ail structures and mobile homes shall hâve a setback of at least fifteen feet (15') from ail property 
lines. Ail structures and mobile homes shall hâve a setback of at least twenty feet (20') fi-om the ultimate right of way of any 
Street adjoining the mobile home park. In case a greater building setback line has been established by ordinance, such 
greater building setback line shall be observed. The setback area shall be landscaped and continually maintained. 

(i) Parking spaces: There shall be three (3) parking spaces for eveiy two (2) mobile homes within at least one ( 1 ) parking 
space on each site. Where tandem parking is utilized, one additional parking space for each ten (10) mobile homes shall be 
provided for guest parking and shall be dispersed throughout the development. 

(j) Récréation space: Each mobile home park shall contain a minimum of three hundred (300) square feet of récréation 
space per mobile home site; except, that when children are allowed, an additional three hundred (300) square feet per site 
shall be added, but in no case shall the total récréation space be less than six thousand (6,000) square feet in area not less 
than three thousand (3,000) square feet for any one récréation area. Récréation space design and location shall be approved 
by the director of the permit and resource management department. 

(k) Utilities: AU utility distribution facilities, including but not limited to electric, communication and cable télévision 
lines, installed in an for the purpose of supplymg service to any mobile home park shall be placed underground, except as 
follows: Equipment appurtenant to underground facilities, such as surface-mounted transformers, pedestal-mounted terminal 
boxes and meter cabinets and concealed ducts. The developer is responsible for complying with the requirements of this 
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subsection and shall make the necessary arrangements with the utility companies involved for the installation of such 

facilities. 

(1) Storage facilities, garbage collection: A minimum three feet by five feet by five feet (3' x 5' x 5') cabinet for storage 
shall be provided on each site; adéquate trash enclosures and garbage collection shall be provided. 

(m) Accessory uses: Accessory uses are those uses that are incidental to the original use; exist for the sole purpose of 
service to résidents, are customarily found in multiple-family development and do not alter the character of the original use. 
Any structure used for an accessory use shall meet ail requirements for a main structure. Allowable accessory uses include 
vending machines, a common car wash, storage area for travel trailers and boats, management facility, recreational facility 
and other uses which in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department are of a similar 
nature. 

(n) Travel trailers: Travel trailers shall be allowed for permanent occupancy in a mobile home park and for storage by 
permanent occupants. Ovemight use of spaces may be permitted upon first securing a use permit in each case to review 
compatibility. Travel trailer spaces shall be designated on the development plan and shall be separated from permanent 
mobile home spaces. 

(o) Walls, fences, etc. A six feet (6') wall, fence or landscape screen may be required along ail boundaries adjoining 
other properties. The director of the permit and resource management department shall make such a détermination on the 
basis of esthetics and compatibility with surrounding proposed and existing development. A solid masonry wall, fence or 
such other décorative landscaping or screening as determined suitable by the director of the permit and resource management 
department may be required fifteen feet (15') from the ultimate property line adjacent to any public or private street. If a 
wall or fence is required it shall not be less than forty-two inches (42") in height nor greater than six feet (6') in height. 

(p) Landscaping: Ail open areas, excluding mobile home sites, shall be landscaped and maintained. At least forty percent 
(40%) of ail open areas shall be landscaped with live materials. Landscaping shall include planting of trees along perimeter 
boundaries adjacent to adjoining properties of a five (5) gallon size with a minimum of one tree per mobile home site. 
Additional and more mature trees may be required where they are being utilized in lieu of fencing development. Plans shall 
indicate a means of irrigation for landscaped areas. 

(q) Signs: One ( 1 ) non-illuminated or indirectly illuminated detached appurtenant sign that shall not exceed ten feet ( 1 0') 
in overall height or thirty-two (32) square feet in area shall be permitted and shall be integrated into the landscape with the 
location and élévation approved by the director of the permit and resource management department. 

(r) Access: Ail streets shall be paved to a width of not less than twenty-fîve feet (25') from shoulder to shoulder. Access 
streets shall be thirty-three feet (33') in width if car parking is permitted on one side and forty-one feet (4 1 ') in width if car 
parking is permitted on both sides. 

(1) No access driveway shall be located doser than one hundred feet (100') to any intersection. 

(2) AU cul-de-sac streets shall hâve a minimum outside tuming radius of thirty-eight feet (38'). 

(3) AU corners shall hâve a minimum fifteen feet (15') radii. 

(4) Curbs and gutters shall be installed on both sides of ail streets. The planning conmiission may approve altemate 
treatment in cases of exfreme topography or low density developments. 

(5) AU streets shall be adequately lighted. 

(6) Each site shall front on an access street. 

(7) Stop signs shall be provided at ail intersections with ail public streets. 

(s) Circulation: AU mobile home park developments shaU complément adjoining, existing or contemplated vehicle 
circulation pattems. AU mobile home park developments shall dedicate land adjoining public roads to the county for road 
widening purposes and improvements of the same to coimty standards may be required, as stipulated by the county 
department of pubUc works, to offset the burden placed on the public by the génération of new traffic. 

(t) CompUance with state régulations and other régulations of the county: AU pertinent state and county régulations 
conceming the development and opération of mobile home parks shall be observed. Nothing contained in this section shall 
be construed to abrogate, void or mmimize such other pertinent régulations. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-325.6. Low water use landscaping. 

(a) Purpose: The purpose of this landscape chapter is to effect efficient water use through proper landscape design and 
management. County décision making bodies or the director of the permit and resource management department may grant 
exceptions from this code section where appropriate and justifîed in light of unique project circumstances or conditions. Any 
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such exception shall be conditioned upon the applicant providing alternative means of water conservation. For the purpose 
of this chapter, landscaped areas shall be defined as omamental planted areas, patios, decks, wallcways and natural areas 
(excluding creek setback zones) within that portion of the lot to be developed. Pools, ponds, and fountains will be 
considered on an individual basis. 

(b) Applicability: 

(1) The landscape chapter is applicable to ail new and rehabilitated landscaping in projects that are subject to county 
discretionary review, including common areas. When two or more model homes are proposed in a residential complex, at 
least one shall comply with this ordinance. The low water use model home shall be identifïed with signage as water 
conserving. 

(2) The foUowing projects are exempt from the landscape chapter: 

a. Landscaping on existing and proposed single family lots. It is recommended but not required that front yard 
landscaping installed by developers on existing and proposed single family lots comply with this chapter. 

b. Areas devoted to agricultural cultivation. 

c. Projects utilizing individual wells drawing groundwater for landscaping in water availability zones 1 and 2, as 
specifîed in the county gênerai plan or by the county health department. 

d. Areas utilizing reclaimed wastewater for irrigation. 

e. Public parks, golf courses, cemeteries, school recreational areas, and private active use recreational areas where 
the applicant can demonstrate no other feasible alternative exists to turf ground cover. 

(c) Plant sélection: Plants selected in landscaped non-turf areas shall be well suited to the climate of the région and 
require minimal water once estabhshed. Plants that are of a higher water use variety shall be grouped together and be 
irrigated separately from water conserving plants. 

(d) Turf sélection and limitations: Turf shall be limited to twenty-five percent (25%) (or thirty percent (30%) for drought 
tolérant turf varieties) of the projects landscaped areas. Infill lots, corner lots, and other lots with more than one street 
frontage may be permitted to hâve turf up to thirty-five percent (35%) (or forty percent (40%)) for drought tolérant turf 
varieties) of the projects landscaped areas, where necessary to provide consistent streetscapes. 

No turf shall be allowed: 

(1) In areas eight feet (8') wide or less 

(2) On slopes exceeding ten percent ( 1 0%), or twenty-five percent (25%) where other project water saving techniques 
can compensate for the increased runoff. A level buffer zone of eighteen inches (18") shall be provided between bermed turf 
areas and any hardscape (i.e. sfreets, walkways, etc.). 

(e) Soil conditioning and mulching: 

( 1 ) A minimum one foot (1') depth of uncompacted soil shall be available for water absorption and root growth in planted 
areas. 

(2) Soil tests for horticultural suitability shall be required at time of landscape installation. Soil shall be prepared and/or 
amended as appropriate. 

(3) A minimum of two inches (2") of mulch shall be added in non-turf areas to the soil surface after planting. Plant types 
that are intolérant to mulch shall be excluded from this requirement. Non-porous material shall not be placed under the 
mulch. 

(f) Irrigation: 

(1) AU landscaped areas shall be irrigated with an automatic System. Water efficient Systems (drip, mini-spray, 
bubbler-type, etc.) shall be used whenever feasible. Low gallonage type sprinkler heads with matched précipitation rates 
shall be used when spray or rotor-type heads are specifîed for watering shrubs and ground cover areas. Lawns shall be sized 
and shaped so they can be efficiently irrigated. Spray or run-off onto paved areas shall be avoided. 

(2) Dual or multi-program controUers with separated valves and circuits shall be used when the project contains more 
than one (1) type of landscape treatment (lawn, ground cover, shmb, free areas, etc.), or a variety of solar aspects. Soil 
moisture sensing devices and rain sensors shall be used on larger projects fifty thousand (50,000) square feet or more of 
landscaped area) to minimize or eliminate over watering. 

(3) Watering shall be scheduled at times of minimal wind conflict and evaporation loss. 

(4) Sprinkler heads must hâve matched précipitation rates within each valve zone. 

(5) Check valves are required where élévation differential may cause low head drainage. 

(6) Within sixty (60) days of project completion, it is recommended a water audit be conducted by a certified 
consultant to insure efficient water usage. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 
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Sec. 26C-325.7 Télécommunications facilities. 

(a) The following are the minimum criteria applicable to télécommunication facilities. In the event that a project is 
subject to discretionary and/or environmental review, mitigation measures or other conditions may also be necessary. 

(1) Except as noted, ail télécommunication facilities shall comply with the following: 

a. Any applicable easements or similar restrictions, including open space easements, on the subject property. 

b. Any applicable provisions of the gênerai plan or local coastal plan and the permit requirements of any agencies 
which hâve jurisdiction over the project. 

c. The régulations of any applicable combining district. 

d. The height of any free-standing facility shall include the height of any structure upon which it is placed. 

e. Ail setbacks shall be measured from the base of the tower closest to the applicable property line or structure. 

f. The facility shall be operated so that they shall not resuit in human éxposure to non-ionizing electromagnetic 
radiation (NIER) in excess of the levels specified in the most current standard goveming human éxposure to NIER utilized 
by the Fédéral Communications Commission (FCC) in its licensing décision for the applicable facility. The applicant shall 
be responsible for demonstrating that the proposed facility will comply with this standard and may do so in any one of the 
following ways: 

1 . Provide évidence in the form of an FCC license or construction permit that the FCC has accepted the 
applicant' s certification that the facility meets the FCC standard. 

2. Provide évidence that the FCC has categorically excluded the applicant from demonstrating compliance with 
the FCC standard. 

3. Provide an independent analysis by or on behalf of the applicant which demonstrates that the facility will 
comply with the FCC standard by such calculations and measurements as may be necessary. The calculations, 
measurements, and ail related methods utilized to détermine compliance shall be consistent with FCC policies and 
procédures. 

g. Replacement of aging, defective, or obsolète legally-established antennas or towers is permitted without new 
zoning or use permit approval, provided that such replacement does not increase the height or resuit in a substantial change 
in the appearance of the facility. A légal non-conforming facility may be expanded one time not to exceed ten percent ( 1 0%) 
of the total existing silhouette, subject to ail other applicable requirements of the Sonoma County Code. 

h. In the event that a proposed télécommunication facility does not meet the required standards for such facility in 
the applicable district, it may be considered as the next larger facility, subject to the criteria therefor. For example, a minor 
facility that exceeds the allowed silhouette limit may be considered as an intermediate facility requiring a use permit, or an 
attached facility that exceeds the allowed silhouette limit may be considered as a minor facility requiring a zoning permit. 

i. The site shall be restored to its natural state within six (6) months of termination of use or abandonment of the 
site. Applicant shall enter into a site restoration agreement subject to the approval of the director of PRMD and county 
counsel. 

As part of the agreement, the applicant shall commit to the following: where future technological advances would allow 
for reduced visual impacts resulting from the proposed wfreless communication facility, the applicant agrées to make those 
modifications that would reduce the visual impact of the proposed facility. 

(b) In addition to the standards of subsection a. above, attached commercial télécommunication facilities shall meet, at a 
minimum, the following criteria: 

(1) The project description and permit shall include a specified maximum allowable silhouette of the facility. The 
silhouette shall be measured from the "worst case" élévation perspective, but shall not include support cables and guy wires 
as part of the silhouette calculation. 

(2) A single vertical antenna not exceeding twenty-five feet (25*) in height or four inches (4") in diameter may be 
included on a tower without being considered in the measurement of the height or silhouette of the facility. 

(3) Antennas shall be located, designed, and screened to blend with the existing natural or built surroundings so as to 
minimize visual impacts and to achieve compatibility with neighboring résidences and the character of the community to the 
extent feasible considering the technological requirements of the proposed télécommunication service. 

(4) The owner/operator of any facility that causes interférence with local télévision or radio réception shall be 
responsible for mitigation of such interférence in accordance with the operator's applicable FCC license requirements. 

(5) Approval of ail conunercial facilities is subject to the decision-making body finding that the proposed site results 
in fewer or less severe environmental impacts than any feasible alternative site. 
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(c) In addition to the standards of subsection a. above, free-standing commercial télécommunication facilities shall meet, 
at a minimum, the following criteria: 

(1) Potential adverse visual impacts which might resuit from project related grading or road construction shall be 
mintmized. 

(2) Facility towers, antennas, and other structures and equipment shall be located, designed, and screened to blend 
with the existing natural or built surroundings so as to minimize visual impacts and to achieve compatibility with 
neighboring résidences and the character of the community to the extent feasible considering the technological requirements 
of the proposed télécommunication service. 

(3) Potential adverse impacts upon nearby public use areas such as parks or trails shall be minimized. 

(4) Following assembly and installation of the facility, ail waste and débris shall be removed and disposed of in a 
lawful manner. 

(5) Significant adverse impacts on biotic resources, including any threatened, rare or endangered species, shall be 
mitigated. 

(6) Drainage, érosion, and sédiment controls shall be required as necessary to avoid soil érosion and sédimentation of 
waterways. Structures and roads on slopes of thirty percent (30%) or greater shall be avoided. Erosion control measures 
shall be incorporated for any proposed facility which involves grading or construction near a waterway or on lands with 
slopes over ten percent (10%). Natural végétation and topography shall be retained to the extent feasible. 

(7) The project description and permit shall include a specifîed maximum allowable silhouette of the facility. The 
silhouette shall be measured from the "worst case" élévation perspective, but shall not include support cables and guy wires 
as part of the silhouette calculation. 

(8) A single vertical antenna not exceeding twenty-five feet (25') in height or four inches (4") in diameter may be 
included on a tower without being considered in the measurement of the height or silhouette of the facility. 

(9) Upon abandonment or termination, the entire facility, including ail equipment, towers, anteimas, etc, shall be 
removed and the site restored to its pre-construction condition or other authorized use. 

(10) The owner/operator of any facility that causes interférence with local télévision or radio réception shall be 
responsible for mitigation of such interférence in accordance with the operator's applicable FCC license requirements. 

(11) Facilities shall be designed so as to provide adéquate waming of potential hazards as well as location and 
operator identification and téléphone number for public contact. Facilities may also be required to provide anti-climb 
devices or other security measures. 

(12) The facility operator and property owner are encouraged to make available unutilized space for future co-located 
or multiple-user télécommunication facilities, including space for those entities providing similar, competing services. 

(13) Ail applications for zoning permits or use permits shall include a statement or other documentation that ail 
owners of property within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property hâve been provided with a vmtten notification of 
the filing of the application. 

(14) An alternatives analysis (requh-ed for major free-standing facilities in ail districts and for intermediate free- 
standing facilities in the AR, RR, RI , R2, and PC districts with a UR or RR land use désignation) shall include the following 
content: 

a. A topographie map of the proposed local service area which identifies the local network of facilities with which 
the proposed facility will connect. 

b. A small scale map of the applicable franchise area which identifies the régional network of facilities with which 
the local network will connect. 

c. Identification of the following on the local topographie map: 

1 . AU other existing télécommunication facilities, including those OAvned or operated by the applicant for the 
same type of service, and those which provide other wireless services which could potentially support the proposed facility. 

2. Ail other existing structures which might provide an opportunity for attached facilities. 

3. Lands which are zoned for commercial or industrial use. 

4. Lands which are designated as open space. 

d. Identification of any existing service gaps in the proposed local service area as well as any service gaps which 
may remain in the event that the proposed facility is approved and constructed. 

e. Identification of at least two (2) alternative service plans which could provide comparable service to the intended 
service area. An explanation must be mcluded if there are not at least two (2) alternative plans. Alternatives which do not 
produce a minimum quality signal, or which would substantially interfère with another service do not need to be included. 
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f. The alternatives should include a mix of service stratégies which incorporate existing, attached, and/or other free- 
standing facilities. The alternatives analysis for a facility proposed within a designated scenic resource area and/or a 
residential zone (AR, RR, RI, R2, or PC with a UR or RR land use désignation) shall include any feasible alternatives 
outside thèse respective areas. They should also be designed to offer clear tradeoffs involving: 

1. The level of service provided. 

2. The number of towers. 

3. Variety in tower heights and silhouettes. 

4. Potential visual impacts. 

5. Residential proximity and compatibility. 

6. Proximity to service area. 

7. Other applicable potential environmental impacts. 

(15) A description of each alternative, including its ancillary equipment and structures and associated roads and 
compare and contrast the alternatives using the above factors. The alternative plans need not be analyzed at the same level 
of détail as the proposed project, but the justification for sélection of the proposed project must be presented. 

(16) Tower setbacks may be waived under any one of the following circumstances: 

a. The facility is proposed to be co-located onto or clustered with an existing, legally-established 
télécommunication facility. 

b. AU of the owners of affected properties agrée to the reduced setback. A property is considered afifected if its 
dwelling unit lies within a distance équivalent to the required setback for the subj ect tower prior to réduction and the reduced 
setback would resuit in the tower being located doser to the dwelling unit than the above setback would otherwise allow. 

1 . Overall, the reduced setback enables further mitigation of adverse visual and other environmental impacts 
than would otherwise be possible. 

(17) Approval of ail commercial facilities is subject to the decision-making body finding that the proposed site results 
in fewer or less severe environmental impacts than any feasible alternative site. 

(b) Additional standards for télécommunication facilities pertaining to spécifie districts. 

(1) LIA, LEA, DA, RRD, RRDWA, AS, TP districts: 

a. Attached commercial facilities may be flush-mounted on the side or roof of a structure but are subject to a limit 
of five (5) square feet of silhouette above the structure ridge line or twenty-fîve (25) square feet above the roof of any single 
structure and a cumulative total silhouette for ail attached commercial antennas on the subject lot of one hundred (100) 
square feet above the roofs of structures. The director may allow thèse silhouette limits to be exceeded without requiring a 
zoning or use permit provided that the silhouette would be effectively unnoticeable. 

b. Minor free-standing commercial facilities shall meet the following standards: 

1 . Towers shall be set back from the nearest offsite dwelling unit by a minimum distance équivalent to one 
hundred ten percent ( 1 1 0%) of the height of the facility or the yard requirements of the applicable base district, whichever is 
more restrictive, provided that such setbacks may be waived pursuant to Section 325.7.1 .c.( 16) 

2. The cumulative total silhouette of the facilities on the subject lot shall not exceed one hundred and sixty-five 
(165) square feet at fiill design capacity. 

c. Intermediate and major free-standing commercial facilities shall meet the following standards: 

1. Towers shall meet the setback standards of Section 26C-325.7 (j)2. a. (b) 1. 

2. For any proposed major facility, an alternatives analysis shall be prepared by or on behalf of the appUcant, 
subject to the approval of the décision making body, which meets the requirements of Section 26C-450 (j) 1. c. (14). 

3. A visual analysis. 

(2) AR, RR, RI, and R2 and PC districts: 

a. Attached commercial facilities may be flush-mounted on the side or roof of a structure but the cumulative total 
silhouette of ail attached commercial antennas on the subject lot shall not exceed five (5) square feet above structure ridge 
lines or fifteen (15) square feet above the roofs of structures. The director may allow thèse silhouette limits to be exceeded 
without requiring a zoning or use permit provided that the silhouette would be effectively unnoticeable. 

b. Minor free-standing commercial facilities shall meet the following: 

1 . Towers shall be set back from the nearest offsite dwelling unit by a minimum distance équivalent to one 
hundred ten percent (1 10%) of the height of the facility or the yard requirements of the applicable base district, whichever is 
more restrictive, provided that such setbacks may be waived pursuant to Section 26C-325.7 (j) 1 • c (16). 
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2. The cumulative total silhouette of the facilities on the subject lot at fiiU design capacity shall not exceed 
seventy (70) square feet in the AR and RR districts and shall not exceed forty five (45) square feet in the RI, R2, and R3 
districts. 

c. Intermediate and major free-standing commercial facilities shall not be approved in thèse districts unless allowed 
by the base district and unless the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the decision-making body that there is no 
technically feasible alternative site(s) or strategy which would provide the needed service on lands which are not zoned AR, 
RR, RI, R2, or PC with a UR or RR land use désignation. In addition to such démonstration, the project shall meet the 
foUowing standards: 

1. An alternatives analysis shall be prepared by or on behalf of the appliccint, subject to the approval of the 
décision making body, which meets the requù-ements of Section 26C-325.7 (j) 1. c. (14) 

2. A Visual analysis, which may include photo montage, field mock up, or other techniques, shall be prepared by 
or on behalf of the applicant which identifies the potential visual impacts, at design capacity, of the proposed facility. 
Considération shall be given to views from public areas as well as from private résidences. The analysis shall assess the 
cumulative impacts of the proposed facility and other existing and foreseeable télécommunication facilities in the area, and 
shall identify and include ail feasible mitigation measures consistent with the technological requirements of the proposed 
télécommunication service. 

(3) es district: 

a. Attached commercial facilities may be flush-mounted on the side or roof of a structure but the cumulative total 
silhouette of ail attached commercial anteimas on dwelling units on the subject lot shall not exceed five (5) square feet above 
structure ridge lines or fifteen (15) square feet above the roofs of residential structures. 

b. Minor and intermediate free-standing commercial facilities fifty feet (50') or less in height shall meet the 
following: 

1. Towers setbacks shall be the same as those for other structures in the base district. 

2. The cumulative total silhouette of the facilities on the subject lot shall not exceed two hundred and ten 
(210) square feet at fiiU design capacity. 

c. Intermediate free-stïuiding commercial facilities greater than fifty feet (50') shall meet the following: 

1. Towers shall be set back by a minimum distance équivalent to fifty percent (50%) of the height of the 
facility from the property Une of any property zoned AR, RR, RI, R2, R3, or PC with a UR or RR gênerai plan land use 
désignation and shall meet the yard requirements of the applicable base district, provided that such setbacks may be waived 
pursuant to Section 26C-325.7 G) 1- c. (16). 

2. A Visual analysis. 

(4) CT, C2, and CF districts: 

a. Attached commercial facilities may be flush-mounted on the side or roof of a structure but the cumulative total 
silhouette of the antennas on dwelling units on the subject lot shall not exceed five (5) square feet above structure ridge Unes 
or fifteen (15) square feet above the roof of residential structures. 

b. Minor and intermediate free-standing commercial facilities eighty feet (80') or less in height shall meet the 
following: 

1 . Towers setbacks shall be the same as those for other structures in the base district. 

2. The cumulative total siUiouette of the facilities on the subject lot shaU not exceed two hundred and ten (2 1 0) 
square feet at fiiU design capacity. 

c. Intermediate and major free-standing commercial facUities greater than eighty feet (80') shall meet the foUowing: 

1 . For intermediate facilities, towers shall be set back by a minimum distance équivalent to fifty percent (50%) 
of the height of the facility from the property line of any property zoned AR, RR, RI , R2, or PC with a UR or RR gênerai 
plan land use désignation or the yard requirements of the applicable base district, whichever is more restrictive, provided that 
such setbacks may be waived pursuant to Section 26C-325.7 (j) 1- c (16). 

2. For major facilities, towers shall be set back by a minimum distance équivalent to one hundred percent 
(100%) of the height of the facility from the property line of any property zoned AR, RR, RI, R2, or PC with a UR or RR 
gênerai plan land use désignation or the yard requirements of the applicable base district, whichever is more restrictive, 
provided that such setbacks may be waived pursuant to Section 26C-325.7 Q)l.c. (16). 

3. For any proposed major facility, an alternatives analysis shall be prepared by or on behalf of the applicant, 
subject to the approval of the décision making body, which meets the requirements of Section 26C-325.7 Q)\.c. (14). 

4. A Visual analysis. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 26C-325.7 
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Sec. 26C-325.8. Small wind energy Systems. 

This section establishes standards for the siting and opération of small wind energy Systems. This section is intended to 
implement the requirements of Government Code section 65892. 1 3, while protecting the scenic and natural resources of the 
county and the health, safety and welfare of its résidents to the extent permitted by law. 

(a) Perniit Requirements. Small wind energy Systems shall require a coastal pennit and either a zoning permit or use 
permit, depending on their location, as provided in the régulations for the base districts in which they are allowed. Small 
wind energy Systems shall be subject to design review approval in compliance with Article XXIX of this chapter. Notice for 
public hearings required prior to use permit approval shall comply with the requirements of Section 26C-33 1 . Use permit 
procédures may be waived pursuant to Section 26C-320(g) for small wind energy Systems that hâve towers which do not 
exceed forty (40') feet in height and are located within a county-designated urban service area or within two thousand five 
hundred (2,500') feet of a county-designated urban service area. 

(b) Application Requirements. Applications for small wind energy Systems shall include ail information and materials 
required by Section 26-337 and the following: 

(1) Standard drawings and an engineering analysis of the system's tower, showing compliance with the Uniform 
Building Code and certification by a Califomia-licensed mechanical, structural or civil engineer. A "wet stamp" shall not be 
required on the drawings and analysis if the application demonstrates that the System is designed to meet the most stringent 
wind requirements (Uniform Building Code wind exposure D), the requirements for the worst seismic class (Uniform Build- 
ing Code Seismic 4) and the weakest soil class, with a soil strength of not more than one thousand (1 ,000) pounds per square 
foot; 

(2) A Une drawing of the electrical components of the System in sufficient détail to allow for a detennination that the 
manner of installation conforms to the National Electric Code; 

(3) Information demonstrating that the System will be used primarily to reduce on-site consumption of electricity; 

(4) Evidence that the provider of electric utility service to the parcel on which the System is to be located has been 
informed of the applicant's intent to install an interconnected customer-owned electricity generator, unless the applicant in- 
tends, and so states in the application, that the System will not be connected to the electricity grid; 

(5) Evidence that the height of the system's tower does not exceed the height recommended by the manufacturer or 
distributor of the System; 

(6) A preliminary title report for the parcel on which the system is to be located dated no more than thirty (30) days 
prior to the filing of the application; 

(7) Evidence that décibel levels for the System comply with the provisions of subsection (d) of this section; 

(8) Color samples of the system's tower and any supporting structures; 

(9) Where the parcel on which the system is to be located is in the SR or SD combining district, visual simulations 
showing the system's tower superimposed on photographs of the site and surroundings as viewed from neighboring rési- 
dences and public roads, public trails and other public areas at varying distances, to assist the décision maker and the public 
in assessing the visual impacts of the system and its compliance with the provisions of this section. 

(c) Limitations on Location. Small wind energy Systems shall not be located on a site that is: 
(1) Within a scenic corridor identifîed by the open space élément of the gênerai plan; 

. (2) Within a spécial studies zone established in compliance with the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act; 

(3) Subject to a conservation easement established in compliance with Civil Code Section 8 1 5 et seq., that prohibits 
small wind energy Systems; 

(4) Subject to an open space easement established in compliance with Government Code Section 5 1 070 et seq., that 
prohibits small wind energy Systems; 

(5) Subject to an agricultural conservation easement established in compliance with Government Code Section 
10200 et seq., that prohibits small wind energy Systems; 

(6) Subject to a Williamson Act contract established in compliance with Government Code Section 5 1200 et seq., 
that prohibits small wind energy Systems; or 

(7) Listed in the National Register of Historié Places, or the Califomia Register of Historié Resources, in compliance 
with Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, or contains a structure that is so listed. 

(d) Development Standards. Small wind energy Systems shall comply with the following standards: 
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(I ) The system's tower shall be set back a minimum distance equal to the height of the tower from ail parcel lines, 
and a minimum distance ot ten ( 1 0') feet from any other structure on the parce! on which the System is located. On parcels of 
ten (10) acres or more, the parcel line setback may be reduced if the applicant demonstrates that: 

(i) Because of topography, strict adhérence to the setback requirement would resuit in greater visibility of the 
system's tower than a reduced setback, and 

(ii) The system's tower is set back a minimum distance equal to the height of the tower from any structure on 
adjoining parcels; 

(2) The system's tower and supporting structures shall comply with any applicable fire setback requirements in the 
fire safe standards (Chapter 13, Article V of this code); 

(3) The system's tower shall not exceed a maximum height of forty (40') feet on a parcel of less than one (1 ) acre, a 
maximum of sixty-five (65') feet on a parcel of one ( 1 ) to less than five (5) acres, and maximum height of eighty (80') feet on 
a parcel of five (5) acres or more; 

(4) The system's tower shall be set back from and not project above the top of any visually prominent ridgeline; 

(5) The system's tower shall not significantly impair a scenic view shade area designated on the local coastal plan 
Visual resource maps; 

(6) The system's tower shall not significantly impair a scenic vista from a county-designated or state designated 
scenic corridor; 

(7) The system's tower shall be located and screened by landforms, natural végétation or other means to minimize 
Visual impacts on neighboring résidences and public roads, public trails and other public areas; 

(8) The system's tower and supporting structures shall be painted a single, neutral, non-reflective, non-glossy (for 
example, earth-tones, gray, black) that, to the extent possible, visually blends the System with the surrounding natural and 
built environments; 

(9) The system's turbine shall be approved by the Califomia Energy Commission as qualifyingundertheEmerging 
Renewables Fund of the commission 's Renewables Investment Plan or certified by a national program recognized and ap- 
proved by the commission; 

(10) The System shall be designed and constructed in compliance with the Uniform Building Code and National 
Electric Code. The safety of the design and construction shall be certified by a Califomia-licensed mechanical, structural or 
civil engineer; 

(11) The System shall comply with ail applicable Fédéral Aviation Administration requirements, including Subpart 
B (commencing with Section 77. 1 1 ) of Part 77 of Title 1 4 of the Code of Fédéral Régulations regarding installations close to 
airports, and the State Aeronautics Act (Part 1 (commencing with Section 21 001) of Division 9 of the Public Utilities Code); 

( 1 2) The System shall be equipped with manual and automatic over speed controls. The confonnance of rotor and 
over speed control design and fabrication to good engineering practices shall be certified by a Califomia-licensed mechani- 
cal, structural or civil engineer; 

(13) The system's tower-climbing apparatus and blade tips shall be no doser than fifiteen (15') feet from ground 
level unless the System is enclosed by a six (6')-foot high fence; 

(14) The system's utility Unes shall be underground where economically practical; 

(15) Where végétation is removed in the construction of the System or an access road to the System, landscaping 
shall be planted to minimize visual impacts, avoid érosion and maintain stability of soils; 

(16) The System shall be operated such that no electro-magnetic interférence is caused; 

(17) The system's maximum power shall not exceed ten ( 1 0) KW; 

(18) No more than one (1) System shall be allowed on a parcel; 

( 1 9) Décibel levels generated by the System shall not exceed the maximum noise levels applied pursuant to the noise 
élément of the gênerai plan, except during short-term events including utility outages and severe wind storms; 

(20) Brand names or advertising associated with the System or the system's installation shall not be visible from any 
public place; 

(2 1 ) Sign waming of high voltage electricity shall be posted on stationary portions of the system's tower and any 
supporting structures, and at gated entry points to the site at a height of five (5') feet above the ground; 

(22) Upon abandonment or termination of the system's use, the entire facility, including the system's tower, turbine, 
supporting structures and ail equipment, shall be removed and the site shall be restored to its pre-construction condition or 
other authorized use. (Ord. No. 5436 § 2(ee), 2003: Ord. No. 5362 § 2(q), (r), 2002; Ord. No. 5343 § 6, 2002.) 
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Sec. 26C-326. Affordable housing; requirements for long-teim affordability and design and construction. 

(a) Purpose. This section is intended to implement the provisions of Section 3.1 et seq. of the gênerai plan housing 
élément. Sections 65915 and 65916 of the Government Code, and Section VII of the local coastal plan conceming density 
bonuses. Any affordable housing project shall comply with the provisions of this section. 

(b) Affordable housing agreement required. The obligations undertaken by a developer in exchange for subsidies for 
construction of an affordable housing project authorized by state law and the housing élément shall be secured by the 
developer's exécution of an affordable housing agreement. The agreement shall include, at a minimum, provisions that the 
lots or the units thereon shall be reserved for sale or rent as the case may be to moderate, lower, or very low income 
households in accordance with the approved project and the provisions of Section 3.1 of the housing élément. The 
agreement shall be subject to review and approval by the county counsel and the executive director of the community 
development commission, and include the foUowing provisions: 

1 . Occupancy standards. 

(i) Income eligibility criteria for defining affordability. 

(ii) The actual affordable sales priées or rents for affordable units, as determined by the community development 
commission. The community development commission may from time to time revise the sales priées in response to changes 
in the real estate market, 

(iii) Certification and sélection of buyers or renters, as the case may be. One of the criteria for certification and 
sélection of buyers of ownership housing shall be that the purchaser be a first-time home buyer. 

2. Term of resale and rental restrictions; first right of refusai; silent second mortgage. 

(i) A guarantee of initial sale of ail moderate income units to moderate income households, and initial sale or rent 
and continued affordability of ail units affordable to lower and very low income households, for the longest term permitted 
by law. 

(ii) A provision that the first sale of a targeted dwelling to a lower or very low income household include an 
assignable first right of refiisal to the community development commission to purchase such unit on the occurrence of a 
subséquent sale. 

(iii) A provision that a silent second mortgage be recorded against the property at the time of transfer of a dwelling 
targeted for ownership by a low or very low income household at the time of the initial sale. 

(iv) A provision to maintain ail qualifying rental units for thirty (30) years or a longer period of time if required by 
the construction or mortgage financing assistance program, mortgage insurance program, or rental subsidy program, 
provided however, that if the county does not grant at least one (1) additional incentive pursuant to Section 26C-326.1 in 
conjunction with the grant of a density bonus, the agreement shall provide for the continued affordability for ten (10) years 
of ail qualifying units. For purposes of interpreting and implementing this section, grant of a density increase pursuant to a 
housing opportunity area policy shall be construed to be an additional incentive within the meaning of Sections 26C-326. 1 . 
The thirty (30) or ten (10) year term, as the case may be, shall commence on the date of recording of the notice of 
completion of the unit or units. 

(v) Provisions for a fair and équitable tenant sélection process to insure the sélection of eligible tenants. Sélection 
criteria may include, but not limited to, amount of household income and assets, household size, and the size of available 
units. In addition, priority may be given, first, to current résidents of Sonoma County, and second, to persons employed in 
Sonoma County. 

(vi) A provision that the community development commission receive ail applicable fées as may be established by 
resolution of said commission fi-om time to time. 

3. DomiciUary criteria; ownership units. 

(i) A provision that ail required affordable housing shall be the principal place of résidence of the purchaser. 
Principal place of résidence shall mean the place where one actually lives for the greater part of the time, or the place where 
one remains when not called elsewhere for some temporary or spécial purpose and to which one retums fi-equently and 
periodically, as fi-om work or vacation. 

(ii) A provision that préférence shall be given to current résidents of the county of Sonoma in the sale or rental of 
such affordable housing to the extent allowed by law. 

(c) Long-term affordability requirements to be junior to construction and permanent financing loans. The board of 
supervisors finds and détermines that a majority of the financial institutions and lenders which make or insure construction 
and long-term loans on affordable housing projects will not make such loans where a project is subject to locally-imposed 
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long-term affordability restrictions. Therefore, to ensure that the requirements for long-term affordability set out in this 
chapter will not impede the financing necessary to ensure the construction of new affordable housing projects, the board of 
supervisors will subordinate said requirements to construction and long-term permanent financing. 

(d) The project review and advisory committee and the design review committee shall not hâve the authority to waive 
the requirements of Section 26C-326 where such requirements are applicable to a project approved by either of thèse 
committees. 

(e) Standards for qualifying units. Qualifying units shall meet the following standards: 

1 . Design and construction. 

(i) Qualifying units shall be constructed concurrently with the other units in a residential development. Where 
the phasing of construction is necessary, each phase shall provide the required ratio of qualifying units to market-rate units. 

(ii) Qualifying units shall be integrated into the overall design and distributed throughout the development in 
which they are iocated. To assist affordability of the qualifying units, amenities of qualifying units may be fewer or of lesser 
quality than that of the market rate units. Otherwise, thèse units shall generally be of similar quality and shall hâve similar 
amenities as the market-rate units, and their exterior materials and appointments shall be architecturally compatible with the 
market-rate units in the development. The average size (in square footage) of the qualifying units shall be at least seventy- 
five percent (75%) of the average size (in square footage) of the market rate units. 

(iii) The mix of unit sizes and bedroom counts in the qualifying units may be similar to the mix of unit sizes and 
bedroom counts provided in the development as a whole. The sizes and bedroom counts of the qualifying units may, 
however, be less than that of the market rate units to assist affordability of the qualifying units (subject to the size limit in 
subsection (ii) above). 

(iv) Developers shall not offer upgrades of materials to buyers where such upgrades would increase the price of 
the dwelling above the specifîed affordable sales price. 

2. Occupancy standards for qualifying units. The affordable housing agreement shall provide that qualifying units 
are to be sold or rented only to households certified by the community development commission as very low or lower 
income. 

3. Spécifie standards for ownership qualifying units. The affordable housing agreement shall incorporate the 
following standards: 

(i) Price levels. Ownership qualifying units shall be offered at sales priées that are considered affordable to very 
low, lower or moderate income households, as established annually by the community development commission based upon 
income limits published by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

(ii) Buyer certification and sélection. Qualifying units shall be sold to households certified by the community 
development commission. Buyers eligible to purchase qualifying units will be selected by the developer in accordance with 
a marketing progrîun approved, in advance, by the director of the community development commission. The marketing 
program shall set forth an équitable sélection process to be used for the marketing of the affordable units. Sélection criteria 
may include, but not be limited to, household income and assets, household size, and the size of available units. Li addition, 
priority may be given, first, to current résidents of Sonoma County, and second, to persons employed in Sonoma County. 

(iii) Guarantee of continued affordability. The following provisions shall apply to ail dwelling units required to 
be affordable to lower or very low income households: 

(A) Silent second mortgages. A silent second mortgage shall be recorded against each parcel. 

(B) First right of refusai; notice of intended sale. An option agreement shall be recorded as part of the grant 
deed to the first eligible home buyer, which agreement shall provide the community development conraiission with a first 
right to either purchase the qualifying unit at the fair market value or assign said commission' s first right to a third party, for 
a specifîed period of tune (typically thirty (30) years) upon notice by the owner that the property will be offered for sale. 

(C) Notice of intent to exercise option. Within forty-five (45) days fi-om the date of receipt of the owner's 
notice of intent to sell the parcel, the community development commission or assignée, as the case may be, shall notify the 
owner of the property said commission's or assignee's intent to exercise the option. In the event that the commission or its 
assignée elects to exercise the option to purchase a property, such option to purchase shall be completed within ninety (90) 
days fi-om the date of receipt of the owners notice of intent to sell the property. 

(D) Exercise of option. Should the community development commission elect to exercise its option to 
purchase the parcel, the seller shall pay said commission a fee equal to two percent (2%) of the resale price. In addition, said 
commission shall receive the proceeds fi-om the silent second mortgage at the time of resale. 
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(E) Failure to exercise option. Should the commimity development commission elect not to exercise its 
option to purchase the parcel, said commission shall receive the proceeds from the silent second mortgage at the time of the 
sale of the parcel to a third party. 

4. Spécifie standards for rental qualifying units. 

(i) Rent levels. Rental qualifying units shall be offered at rent levels that are considered affordable to very low 
or lower income households, as established annually by the community development commission based upon income limits 
published by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

(ii) Tenant certification and sélection. Rental qualifying units are to be rented to households certified by the 
community development commission. Owners of rental qualifying units must make available to the authorized staff of the 
community development commission adéquate records, as determined by the community development commission in order 
to prove to the county that ail tenants occupying the designated affordable rental units are eligible under the term of Section 
26C-326 and the affordable housing agreement. 
(f) Silent second mortgages. 
The following shall apply to silent second mortgages: 

1. The term of a silent second mortgage shall generally be thirty (30) years. 

2. The silent second mortgage shall secure the repayment upon resale of any direct subsidy fimds, such as: 
community development block grant fimds, redevelopment agency housing set-asides or such other fédéral, state or local 
program fimds used in the acquisition of land for the development or construction of said unit, and any pre-development and 
construction assistance. 

(i) In no case shall the payoff amount of the silent second mortgage be less than the principal amount of the 
silent second mortgage (the différence between the appraised value of an affordable unit and the affordable sales price 
established for sale of the unit to either an eligible lower or very low income buyer) plus the value of the community 
development commission's share of the increase in equity. 

(ii) The commission's share of said increase in equity shall be the product of the total equity increase multiplied 
by the ratio of the principal amount of the silent second mortgage to the appraised value on which the silent second mortgage 
amount is based. 

3 . Notwithstanding the requirements of subsection (f)(2) above, where the repayment of a silent second mortgage 
occurs at a time when the fair market value of the dwelling is equal to or less than the market value at the time of sale, the 
repayment formula for the silent second mortgage should protect the home buyer 's original down payment amount. Under 
such circumstances, the payoff amount could be less than the original principal amount of the silent second mortgage. 

4. Use of proceeds from silent second mortgages. 

(i) AU proceeds from a silent second mortgage received by the community development commission shall be 
placed in the affordable housing trust fund and be used to fund the conservation, rehabilitation, and construction of 
permanent rental housing and/or to fimd any other housing programs authorized by the community development commission 
or the board of supervisors which is affordable to lower and very low income households. 

(ii) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (4)(i), above, where said commission elects to exercise its 
option to purchase the dwelling, or the owner locates a buyer who qualifies at the same income level as the seller originally 
qualifîed, and meets the qualifying, occupancy, and spécifie stsmdards for ownership units set forth in Section 26C-326. 1, the 
proceeds of the silent second mortgage may be applied to the sale of said unit in the form of a new silent second mortgage. 
(Ord. No. 5318 §1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-326.1 Affordable housing; density bonus. 

(a) This is an incentive program that allows developers of any one of the types of residential projects described in 
Government Code Section 65915(b), and which compiles with ail standards set forth in Government Code Section 65915, to 
build no more than twenty-five percent (25%) more units than a property's zoning would ordinarily allow. In exchange for 
this density bonus, the owners must make the units affordable for thirty (30) years if an incentive is utilized in addition to a 
density bonus specified in Government Code Section 65915(b), or for ten (10) years if a second incentive is not utilized. 

(b) The purpose of this section is to: 

1 . Increase the supply of housing units in the unincorporated area for very low and lower income and senior 
households who are most m need of housing, by offering a density bonus and other incentives to developers of new 
residential developments that include housing units for very low or lower income, or senior households; 
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2. Implement the state density bonus law (Secs. 659 1 5, 659 15.5, 659 16, and 659 1 7 of the State Government Code or 
their successors) and; 

3. Implement policy HE- le of the housing élément of the Sonoma County General Plan. 

4. Implement Section Vll-housing of the local coastal plan. 

(c) Requirements to qualify for minimum density bonus of twenty-five percent (25%) and additional incentive. In 
addition to the maximum density of residential development allowed by zoning on a given parcel, a twenty-five percent 
(25%) density bonus and at least one ( 1 ) other incentive shall be granted unless it is found that the additional incentive is not 
required in order to provide for affordable housing costs or rents. In the coastal zone, the otherwise maximum allowable 
residential density shall mean the maximum density determined by applying ail site-specific environmental development 
constraints applicable under the coastal zoning ordinances and land use élément certified by the coastal commission. The 
density bonus shall be applicable to housing development consisting of five or more units. 

(d) Any housing development approved pursuant to Government Code Section 65915 shall be consistent, to the 
maximum extent feasible and in a manner most protective of coastal resources, with ail otherwise applicable certified local 
coastal program policies and development standards. If the county approves development with a density bonus and the one 
mandatory incentive, the county must find that the development, if it had been proposed without the twenty-five percent 
(25%) density increase and the one mandatory incentive, would hâve been fully consistent with the policies and development 
standards of the certified local coastal program. If the county détermines that the means of accommodating the density 
increase and the one mandatory incentive proposed by the applicant will hâve an adverse effect on coastal resources, before 
approving a twenty-five percent (25%) density increase and the one (1) mandatory incentive, the county shall identify ail 
feasible means of accommodating the increase and the one ( 1 ) mandatory incentive and consider the effects of such means 
on coastal resources. The county shall require implementation of the means that are most protective of significant coastal 
resources. 

(e) In addition to the density bonus and incentive provided for in subsection(c) above, at least one (1) additional 
incentive, determined on a case-by-case basis, may be offered when one (1) of the foUowing requirements are met: 

1. Ten percent (10%) of the total units will be constnicted for very low income households; or 

2. Twenty percent (20%) of the total units will be constnicted for lower income households; or 

3. Fifty percent (50%) of the total units will be constnicted for senior households; 

If the county détermines that the additional development incentive requested by an applicant pursuant to this section will 
not hâve any adverse effects on coastal resources, the county may grant the requested incentive. If the county détermines 
that the requested incentive will hâve an adverse effect on coastal resources, the county shall consider ail feasible altemative 
incentives and the effects of such incentives on coastal resources. The county may grant one ( 1 ) or more of those incentives 
that do not hâve an adverse effect on coastal resources and is fiilly consistent with the policies and standards of the certified 
LCP. For the purposes of this section, "coastal resources" means any resource which is afiforded protection under the 
policies of Chapter 3 of the coastal act, Califomia Public Resources Code Section 30200 et seq., including but not limited to 
public access, marine and other aquatic resources, enviromnentally sensitive habitat, and the visual quality of coastal areas. 

(f) Incentives. At least one (1) of the foUowing incentives are guaranteed for ail projects eligible for a density bonus, 
unless it is found that the additional incentive is not required in order to provide for affordable housing costs or rents. 
Incentives shall be chosen consistent with the requirements of Section 26C-326.1(d). The incentives are as foUows: 

1 . Parking standard réduction of one (1) space per dwelling unit (for ail units in the project), 

2. A twenty percent (20%) réduction of the open space required by the zoning ordinance (if any), 

3. A twenty percent (20%) réduction of minimum lot size for ail units in the project, 

4. A twenty percent (20%) réduction of minimum lot width for ail units in the project, 

5. A five-foot (5') réduction in side-yard setbacks and a ten-foot (10') réduction in fi-ont yard setbacks for ail units in 
the project (in no event, however, shall fi-ont yard setbacks be less than ten feet (10')). 

6. Additional modification of zoning code requirements (e.g. minimum open space, minimum lot size, setbacks, 

parking standards); or, 

7. Allowance of other regulatory incentives or measures which can be shown to resuit in construction cost réductions, 
without compromising public policy (e.g. additional density bonuses, use of redevelopment fimds or powers, if any, or other 
publicly assisted financmg), or adversely affecting coastal resources. 

(g) More than one ( 1 ) of thèse additional incentives may be granted if the project applicant demonstrates that the project 
meets other housing élément goals (e.g. provision of housing for seniors, spécial housing needs individuals, etc) and is 
consistent with the requirements of Section 26C-326.1(e). 
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(h) Method of calculating the number of base, qualifying and density bonus units: 

(1) When calculating the base number of dwelling units permitted under the current coastal plan, or zoning, any 
décimal fraction shall be disregarded. 

(2) Density bonus units shall not be counted when determining the number of qualiiying units in a residential devel- 
opment. 

(3) When calculating the number of qualifying units required, any décimal fraction shall be counted as a whole unit, 
(i) Procédure for granting of density bonus and incentives; preliminary application. A developer may submit to the 

county permit and resource management department a preliminary proposai for the development of housing pursuant to this 
section prior to the submittal of any application for approval (such as a gênerai plan amendment, rezoning, tentative subdivi- 
sion map, or design review approval). Any such preliminary proposai shall include the following: 

( I ) A description of the project, specifying the total number of units, the number of units by number of bedrooms, 
and the location of the qualifying units; 

(2) The type of incentive(s), of those referenced in Section 26C-326.l(e) is being requested, if any; 

(3) A statement as to how the granting of any additionai incentive meets other housing élément goals (e.g. provision 
of housing for seniors, spécial housing needs individuals, etc.). 

(4) A statement as to how the granting of any additionai incentive will not hâve an adverse effect on coastal re- 
sources and is fully consistent with the policies and standards of the certified LCP. 

(5) A statement as to how the granting of that incentive will improve the financial feasibility of the project and assist 
the developer in providing the qualifying units. 

(6) Within sixty (60) days of receipt of a preliminary proposai, the county department of permit and resource man- 
agement shall notify the developer in writing of the manner in which the county will comply with this section. The report to 
the developer will include confirmation of the maximum density by the current zoning applicable to the subject parcel, the 
number of density bonus units that will be allowed, and which incentive, of those listed in Section 26C-326. 1 (f), will be of- 
fered by the county pending formai approval by the body deciding the application. In reviewing any such request, the permit 
and resource management department may consult with other departments and agencies. 

(7) Formai approval and granting of density bonus/incentive. The density bonus and incentive, shall be officiai ly 
granted as part of the county's formai approval of any project if consistent with ail requirements of this section (i.e. at the 
time of approval of any gênerai plan amendment, LCP amendment, coastal development perniit, rezoning, subdivision, use 
permit, design review, or any other planning permit required for the project). At the time of formai approval, the county shall 
also waive or modify any standards which hâve been offered. 

(8) Affordable housing agreement required. Upon formai approval of the project, and prior to the taking of any min- 
isterial action by the county conceming the project, including, but not limited to, the recording of a final subdivision map, or 
the issuance of building permits, the developer shail exécute an affordable housing agreement pursuant to Section 26C-326. 
Said housing agreement shall be recorded along with the final subdivision map, or prior to the issuance of building permits, 
whichever occurs first. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-326.2. Affordable housing — Housing opportunity areas. 

(a) Location. 

(1) Type A housing opportunity areas are established in "médium density residential seven (7) or eight (8) dwelling 
units per acre" areas depicted on the coastal plan land use maps which are zoned R2 (médium density residential). 

(2) Type C housing opportunity areas are pennitted in "low and médium density residential four (4) to six (6) dwell- 
ing units per acre" areas depicted on the gênerai plan land use maps which are zoned RI (low density residential) or R2 (mé- 
dium density residential). 

(b) Density Increase. An increase in the residential density is permitted subject to compliance with the affordability re- 
quirements contained in the gênerai plan housing élément, the requirements of the coastal plan, and this section. 

(c) Criteria for approval of type A and C projects. 
(1) General Requirements. 

(i) The terms of affordability shall be contained in an affordable housing agreement pursuant to Sections 
26-88-120 and 26C-326. 

(ii) Only housing developments consisting of five (5) or more dwelling units may be approved for under the 
type A and type C programs. 
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(iii) No property may be approved for an increase in density pursuant to housing opportunity type A or type C 
programs unless the project: 

a. Is adequately served by public sewer and public water, police, public transit, fire protection and schools; 

b. Compiles with the provisions of growth management policies. 

(iv) Any housing development approved shall be consistent, to the maximum extent feasible and in a manner 
most protective of coastal resources, with ail otherwise applicable certified local coastal program policies and development 
standards. The project shall not resuit in adverse impacts on coastal resources. 

(2) The residential density for a type A project may be increased one hundred percent ( 1 00%) above what is shown 
on the coastal plan land use map to a maximum of sixteen (16) dwelling units per acre for parcels located in the médium 
residential five (5) to eight (8) land use category. The maximum residential density for a type C project is eleven (II) dwell- 
ing units per acre for parcels located in the low density and médium density residential areas if the mapped parcel density is 
four (4) to six (6) dwelling units per acre. 

(3) Compliance with the provisions of this section shall be determined by the approving body. Where a project in- 
cludes both an application for design review and major subdivision, compliance shall be detennined by the body decidingthe 
major subdivision. Where the project includes both an application for design review and a minor subdivision, the such com- 
pliance wil! be determined by the body deciding the design review application. 

(4) The developer of a housing opportunity type A or type C project may propose alternatives to the development 
criteria contained in this section provided, however, that in no case shall the pennitted residential density exceed that set 
forth for in subsection (b) above. Where such alternative criteria are proposed, a use permit shall be required. Where a devel- 
oper applies for a use permit under this alternative, it shall be processed concurrently with any required design review or 
subdivision application. 

(5) Any parcel for which a use permit for a housing opportunity area project has been approved shall be listed on the 
file tracking log maintained by the permit and resource management department. Any parcel for which building permits hâve 
been issued for the construction of a housing opportunity area project shall be designated on the land use maps of the gênerai 
plan, such désignations may be accomplished by the permit and resource management department and shall not be construed 
as a gênerai plan amendment within the meaning of Section LU-1 .3 of the gênerai plan or Section 65385 of the Government 
Code. 

Nothing herein shall limit the ability of the décision making body to either deny or to apply conditions to the approval of 
a housing opportunity type A or C project. 

(d) Type A project development criteria. Ail type A projects shall comply with the development criteria established for 
an R-2 zoning district with the following exceptions: 

(1) The maximum building height for main buildings permitted without a use permit is determined by the height 
restrictions contained in the R-2 zoning district; 

(2) One off-street covered parking space shall be provided for each unit, and one-half uncovered guest space per unit 
shall be provided for multi-family housing where four (4) or more units are proposed. 

(e) Type C project development criteria. Ail type C projects shall comply with the following development criteria: 

( I ) Lot configurations and sizes required. In ail developments, lot configurations may include, but are not limited to, 
zéro lot line lots, angled Z lots, zipper lots, altemate width lots, quad lots, and motor court lots. Lot sizes may range fi-om 
two thousand (2,000) to six thousand (6,000) square feet or more. A variety of lot configurations and lot sizes are required 
for projects larger than three acres in size. 

(2) Standards for allowable unit square footage. Allowable house size shall be based on lot square footage for the 
single family lots only. Actual house sizes, as well as lot sizes, in a proposed development plan may vary so long as the av- 
erages shown in the table below are maintained. House size refers to the gross living area of the primary dwelling only (stor- 
age sheds, garages, carports, covered patios, and second dwelling units are not included in the gross living area). 
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Average 
Lot 
Size 


2000 


2500 


3000 


3500 


4000 


4500 


5000 


5500 


6000 


Average 

House 

Size 


1000 


1100 


1200 


1300 


1400 


1500 


1600 


1700 


1800 


Square feet (can be interpolated) 



HOW TO USE THE TABLE: 

The first step is to détermine the average lot size of the single-family lots in the proposed development. The next step is to 
detennine the allowable average house size of the single family dwellings in the proposed development. The average house 
size shall not be greater than shown in the above table. (Note: multiple family lots are not subject to this section.) 

(3) Subséquent Expansions or Additions. Subséquent expansions or additions to dwelling units and the construction 
of second dwelling units not shown on the development plan may be permitted by conditional use permit, approved by the 
director of community development, provided any proposed expansion is in compliance with the provisions of subsections 
(e)(4) through (e)(10) of this section. 

(4) Minimum Yard Setback Requirement. There are no minimum yard requirements except as provided in subsec- 
tion (5), below (private open space requirement). Setbacks for ail proposed and possible future buildings or possible addi- 
tions to proposed buildings shall be shown on the development plan. Front yard setbacks shall be varied. 

The garage or carport front, when the entrance faces the street, shall be not less than twenty feet (20') to the rear of the 
public sidewalk, or twenty feet (20') from the property or adopted street plan line, whichever is a greater distance from the 
edge of pavement of the street. 

(5) Private Open Space Requirement. AU single family lots shall provide a minimum of four hundred (400) square 
feet of usable private open space. 

(6) Maximum Building Height. The maximum height of main buildings and detached second dwelling units is de- 
termined by the restrictions in the RI and R2 zoning districts. 

(7) Maximum Lot Coverage. The maximum lot coverage is sixty-five (65%) percent. 

(8) Parking Requirement — Single Family Houses. 

(i) Four (4) parking spaces shall be provided for each single family house, one ( 1 ) of which must be on site and 
covered, and another of which must be on a public or private street. The remaining two (2) spaces may be on or off street, 
and may be tandem and compact. 

(ii) The planning commission by resolution may allow fewer than four (4) parking spaces for each single family 
dwelling when the development's design incorporâtes non-automobile modes of transportation as specified in the gênerai 
plan, for example, pedestrian and bicycle pathways or transit facilities. The planning commission may require more than four 
(4) parking spaces when the development's design is oriented solely toward motor vehicle transportation as determined by 
the planning commission. 

(iii) Parking Requirement — Second Dwelling Unit. One (1) additional on site parking space shall be provided for 
a second dwelling unit which may be covered or uncovered and may be tandem and compact. 

(iv) Parking Requirement — Certain Multiple Family Units. For duplexes, triplexes, and fourplexes, one and one- 
half (1-1/2) parking spaces shall be provided for each one (1) bedroom unit, one (1) of which must be covered; and two (2) 
and one-half (2-1/2) parking spaces shall be provided for each two (2) or more bedroom unit, one (1) of which must be cov- 
ered. Tandem parking or street parking may supply the uncovered spaces. (Ord. No. 5429 § 7, 2003; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 
2001.) 

Sec. 26C-326.3. Affordable housing— Déferrai of payment of development fées. 

(a) Building and development fées may be deferred subject to compliance with the provisions of Section 26C-457. Any 
such déferrai shall be subject to the availability of funds identified in subsection (b), below, and shall be directiy related to 
the construction of housing units reserved for rent or sale to low or very low-income households. A written request for a dé- 
ferrai of fées shall be submitted with the applicable planning application. 
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(b) No déferrai of fee payment shall be approved uniess there are other funds available in an amount sufficient to finance 
ioans to developers to pay for building and development fées otherwise required to be paid prior to the time that the perma- 
nent financing for the project is in place. The coinmunity development commission or the board of supervisors may from 
time to time identify funds which would be earmarked and available to implement this section. 

(c) Any loan for a déferrai of fee payment shall be subject to compliance with guidelines which may from time to time 
be adopted by the board of supervisors or the community development commission concerning the use of funds to offset the 
deferred fées, as described in subsection (b) above. 

(d) Fées for rental housing may be deferred until the time permanent financing for the project is in place or a certain date 
specifled by the promissory note, whichever occurs first. Fées for ownership housing may be deferred until the sale of the 
dwelling unit, or a certain date specifled by the promissory note, whichever occurs first. 

(e) To secure payment of deferred fées a promissory note and a deed of trust shall be recorded against the parcel on 
which the affordable housing is being constructed. 

(f) To qualify for a déferrai of payment of fées, a dwelling unit shall be reserved for rent or sale to a low- or very-low- 
income household pursuant to the provisions of sections 3.1 through 3. 1 .2 of the housing élément, including the requirement 
that the continued affordability of said units be secured by a recorded affordable housing agreement. 

(g) The county auditor-controller is hereby authorized to transfer funds to cover the amount of the deferred fées. Upon 
payment of ail required fées the auditor-controller is authorized to reimburse the original ftind. 

(h) The directors of the Sonoma County permit and resource management department and the community development 
commission are hereby authorized and directed to exécute any documents on behalf of the county of Sonoma which may be 
required to implement the provisions of this section, provided such documents hâve been previously authorized by the board 
of supervisors and approved by the county counsel. In addition, said directors are authorized and directed, with approval of 
the county counsel, to make any necessary technical, non-substantive changes to any documents required to implement the 
provisions of this section where such documents hâve been approved by the board of supervisors or necessitated by the 
board's approval of a déferrai of fées for dwelling units affordable to low or very low-income households. 

(i) The county counsel is authorized and directed to prépare or review and approve as to légal form, ail necessary légal 
documents, including but not limited to promissory notes, deeds of trust, any escrow instructions which may be necessary to 
implement the provisions of Section 26C-457. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-327. Minor timberland conversions. 

(a) Ail minor timberland conversions shall require a zoning permit. Notice of the permit shall be mailed to ail owners of 
real property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll within three hundred feet (300') of the subject property and 
posted in at least three (3) public places on or near the subject property at least ten (1 0) days prior to issuance of the permit. 
The notice shall include an explanation of the procédure to appeal issuance of the permit. In addition to such other plans and 
date as are necessary to détermine compliance with this chapter, the application for the pennit shall be accompanied by ail of 
the following: 

(1 ) A statement of the approximate number, size, species, âge, and condition of the trees to be included in the minor 
timberland conversion, the amount of land clearing to be done, the equipment to be used, the method by which slash and 
débris are to be removed or disposed of, and a schedule of daily opérations. 

(2) A copy of the notice of conversion exemption timber opérations prepared by a registered professional forester 
and submitted to the Califomia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection for the minor timberland conversion. 

(3) A statement by the owner of subject property consenting to the minor timberland conversion, certifying that the 
conversion is a one-time conversion to a non-timber growing use and that there is a bona fide intent to undertake and com- 
plète the conversion in conformance with the provisions of this chapter, and specifying what the new non-timber growing 
use will be after the conversion. The statement shall include évidence acceptable to the director of the permit and resource 
management department of the bona fide intent to undertake and complète the conversion. Such évidence shall include, but 
not be limited to, a valid use pennit, building permit, or septic pennit, approved grading plans for road construction, or an 
agricultural management plan or soil capability study demonstrating the feasibility of the new non-timber growing use. 
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(4) Any other information the director of the permit and resource management department deems necessary to make a 
décision on the application. Such information may include, but shall not be limited to, drainage or érosion control détails 
and biotic studies. 

(b) No zoning permit shall be issued for a minor timberland conversion unless it is determined that the conversion is a 
one-time conversion to a non-timber growing use and that there is a bona fide intent to undertake and complète the 
conversion in conformance with the provisions of this chapter. The détermination of bona fide intent shall include 
considération of the économie feasibility of the conversion, the environmental feasibility of the conversion, including, but 
not limited to, the suitability of soils, slope, aspect, quality and quantity of water, and micro-climate, and any other 
foreseeable factors necessary for successfiil conversion to the new non-timber growing use. 

(c) Ail minor timberland conversions shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Title 14, Califomia Code 
of Régulations, Section 1104.1. 

(d) Ail minor timberland conversions shall be completed and the new non-timber growing use underway within two (2) 
years after the zoning permit is granted. 

(e) AU minor timberland conversions shall minimize damage to soils, residual trees, young growth, and other végétation, 
and prevent érosion and damage to neighboring properties. 

(f) No minor timberland conversion shall be conducted during the winter period unless it is carried out in accordance 
with Title 14, Califomia Code of Régulations, Section 914.7, subsections (a) and (b). 

(g) No minor timberland conversion shall be conducted without a valid on-site copy of the zoning permit issued for the 
conversion. 

(h) No minor timberland conversion shall include the cutting or removal of any old growth redwood unless a registered 
professional forester certifies in writing that the tree poses a serious danger to persons or property. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 2001 ) 

Sec. 26C-327.5. Conformance. 

The director of the permit and resource management department shall be responsible for verifying to the Califomia 
Department of Forestry and Pire Protection that any proposed timberland conversion of less than three (3) acres in the TP 
(timberland production) district is in conformance with ail county regulatory requirements. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-328. Limitations on lot line adjustments. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, except as otherwise provided in subsection (b), ail lot line 
adjustments shall be subject to the following limitations: 

(1) No lot line adjustment shall resuit in increased subdivision potential for any affected parcel, 

(2) No lot line adjustment shall resuit in a greater number of developable parcels than existed prior to the adjustment 
To be deemed a developable parcel for the purposes of this subsection, a parcel shall comply with one of the following 
requirements: 

(A) The parcel meets ail of the following criteria: 

(i) The parcel has légal access to a public road or right-of-way, or is served by an existing private road that 
connects to a public road or right-of-way; and 

(ii) The parcel is served by public sewer, or the parcel, as determined by the planning director, is likely to meet 
the criteria for approval of an on-site sewage disposai system for a one bedroom résidence, as specified in Chapters 7 and 24 
of this code and in the basin plans adopted by the applicable régional water quality control board, without the use of an off- 
site septic easement. For the purposes of this subsection, "served by public sewer" shall mean either that a parcel is currently 
receiving public sewer service or that a public agency providing such service has stated in writing and without qualification 
that it will serve the parcel; and 

(iii) On parcels less than twenty-fîve (25) acres, the parcel is served by pubHc water supply, or the parcel is 
located within an area 1, 2, or 3 groundwater availability area as shovm on figures RC-2a to RC-2i of the gênerai plan. 
Where public water service is not available and where the parcel is located within an area 4 groundwater availability area, a 
well or spring yield test, as defined in Section 7-12 of this code, shall be required to demonstrate that an adéquate water 
supply is available on-site or off-site. For the purposes of this subsection, "served by public water supply" shall mean either 
that a parcel is currently receiving public water service or that a public agency providing such service has stated in writing 
and without qualification that it will serve the parcel; or 
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(B) The parcel has an existing légal dwelling unit or had a légal dwelling unit which was destroyed by fire or other 
calamity within the last five (5) years. 

(b) The provisions of subsection (a)(2) shall not apply to any of the following: 

(1) Any lot Une adjustment where ail of the affected parcels are in the CS (rural services), C2 (community 
commercial), C3 (commercial services), or CF (fishing commercial) zoning districts. 

(2) Any lot Une adjustment where ail of the parcels resulting from the lot Une adjustment comply with the applicable 
density and minimum lot size requirements of this chapter and the gênerai plan. 

(3) Any lot Une adjustment where ail of the affected parcels were lawfuUy created on or after March 1, 1967. 

(4) Any lot Une adjustment where ail of the affected parcels are in the LIA (land intensive agriculture), LEA (land 
extensive agriculture), or DA (diverse agriculture) zoning districts, provided that ail of the parcels resulting from the lot Une 
adjustment are a minimum of ten (10) acres in size and the owners of those parcels ail record covenants, in a form 
satisfactory to county counsel, prohibiting any new residential development on the parcels for a period of ten (10) years, 
except for agricultural employée housing, farm family housing, and seasonal and year-round farm worker housing, as 
allowed by the applicable zoning district. 

(5) Any lot Une adjustment for which an application was filed and determined to be complète by the plaiming 
department on or before March 23, 1999, provided that the application is not thereafter withdrawn, denied, or substantially 
revised. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXXIII. Administrative and Public Hearing Procédures. 

Sec. 26C-330. Zoning permit — ^When required. 

Zoning permits shall be required for ail buildings and structures erected, constructed, altered, repaired or moved in or into 
any district established by this chapter, and for the use of vacant land or for a change in the character of the use of land 
within any district estabUshed by this chapter. A coastal permit may be required pursuant to Article XXXTV. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 
§1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-330.1. Same — Issuance. 

The zoning permit and/or coastal permit shall be issued if the proposed use or building is in conformance with the 
provisions of this chapter. If any permit is issued, by error or otherwise, where a proposed use or building is not in 
conformance with the provisions of this chapter, such permit shall be nuU and void. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-330.2. Coastal permits. 

Development in the coastal zone is subject to Article XXXTV, in addition to the provisions of this article. (Ord. No. 5318 
§ 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-330.3. Indemnification of county. 

(a) At the time of submitting an application for a discretionary approval which is the subject of this chapter, the applicant 
shall agrée, as part of the application, to défend, indemnify, and hold harmless the county and its agents, officers, attomeys 
and employées from any claim, action, or proceeding brought against the county or its agents, officers, attomeys or 
employées to attack, set aside, void, or annul an approval of the county, its advisory agencies, appeal boards or board of 
supervisors, which action is brought within the applicable statute of limitations. The indemnification shall include damages 
awarded against the county, if any, costs of suit, attoraey fées and other costs and expenses incun-ed in connection with such 

action. 

(b) In the event that a claim, action or proceeding discussed in subdivision (a) is brought, the county shall promptly 
notify the applicant of the existence of the claim, action, or proceeding and will cooperate fiiUy in the défense of such claim, 
action or proceeding. Nothing set forth in this section shaU prohibit the county from participating in the défense of any 
claim, action or proceeding if the county elects to bear its own attomey fées and costs and défends the action in good faith. 
(Ord.'No. 5318 §1,2001) 
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Sec. 26C-331. Hearings — Appeals of administrative décisions — Questions on permitted uses. 

(a) Except as provided in Section 1-7.3 of this code, the board of zoning adjustments or the planning commission, as 
appropriate, after notice as provided in this chapter, shall hear and décide on applications for use permits, applications for 
variances, and appeals from any order, requirement, permit, décision, or détermination made by any administrative officiai of 
the county in connection with the administration of this chapter. 

(b) Any interested person may appeal any administrative order, requirement, permit, or detennination made by the direc- 
tor of the permit and resource management department pursuant to this chapter to the board of zoning adjustments or the 
planning commission, as appropriate. An appeal shall be filed in writing with the director of the permit and resource man- 
agement department within ten (10) days after the décision that is the subject of the appeal; provided, however, that the 
county may still revoke any erroneously issued permit or entitlement even after the expiration of the ten ( 1 0)-day appeal pe- 
riod. The appeal shall specifically state the basis for the appeal and shall be accompanied by the required filing fee. 

(c) In case of uncertainties by the permit and resource management department as to whether certain uses are permitted 
in certain districts, the department may refer such questions to the board of zoning adjustments or planning commission, as 
appropriate, for décision. (Ord. No. 5537 § 4(d), 2004; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-331.1. Same— Notice. 

Notice of required hearings shall be given by the director of the permit and resource management department as provided 
in Article XXXIV. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-331.2. Concurrent processing of related applications. 

Where a development project requires multiple approvals fi"om différent décision making bodies authorized to act under 
this chapter and Chapter 25 of the Sonoma County Code, notwithstanding anything else contained in this chapter and Chap- 
ter 25 to the contrary, the following administrative rules shall be applied to achieve concurrent processing of related applica- 
tions: 

(a) The Sonoma County Planning Commission may, at the same meeting that it acts upon an application within its juris- 
diction, act on a related application which would otherwise be decided by the board of zoning adjustments. 

(b) Ail applications made pursuant to Chapter 25 of the Sonoma County Code which are accompanied by an application 
for a rezoning, coastal plan amendment or gênerai plan amendment shall be heard by the planning commission; the planning 
commission shall make its recommendation to the board of supervisors in connection with such rezoning or plan amendment 
and ail related applications and, after considering such recommendation, the board of supervisors shall be the décision mak- 
ing body for ail such related applications. 

(c) Where the board of supervisors takes original jurisdiction over an application made pursuant to Chapter 25 it may, at 
the same time, assume direct jurisdiction over a related approval required pursuant to this chapter, except in those cases 
where state law requires the planning commission to hear and make a recommendation on such related approval. 

(d) Applications for extensions or modifications of development projects originally approved pursuant to this section 
may be acted upon by any décision making body which would otherwise hâve jurisdiction over the type of extension or 
modification which is sought. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-332. Use permits — Issuance generally. 

Use permits may be issued by the board of zoning adjustments for any of the uses for which such permits are required by 
this chapter, except in the PC district. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-332.1 . Same — Findings of the board of zoning adjustments — Conditions. 

(a) In order to grant any use pennit, the findings of the board of zoning adjustments shall be that the establishment, 
maintenance or opération of the use or building applied for will not under the circumstances of the particular case, be detri- 
mental to the health, safety, peace, comfort or gênerai welfare of persons residing or working in the neighborhood or to the 
gênerai welfare of the area. 
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The board of zoning adjustments may designate such conditions in accordance with the use permit, as it deems necessary 
to secure the purposes of this chapter and may require such guarantees and évidence that such conditions are being or will be 
complied with. 

(b) Subject to the right of appeal as provided in this chapter, the décision of the board of zoning adjustments shall be 
final ten (10) days after the board of zoning adjustments renders its décision. 

(c) Written findings shall be made in connection with applications for mini-marts in which béer or wine is proposed to be 
sold. The fmdings shall be based on substantial évidence in view of the whole record to justify the décision of the board. 
(Ord. No. 5537 § 4(e), 2004; Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-332.2. Mobile home park conversion, closure, or cessation of use. 

In order to grant a use permit to allow the conversion of a mobile home park to an alternate land use, closure or cessation 
of use of the land as a mobile home park, the following findings shall be made by the board of zoning adjustments/planning 
commission: 

(a) Finding required by Section 26C-332. 1 (a). 

(b) (1 ) Adéquate replacement space in other mobile home parks is available for displaced mobile home park tenants and 
any adverse impacts of the conversion, closure or cessation of use on the ability of displaced mobile home park tenants to 
find adéquate space in a mobile home park hâve been mitigated; or 

(2) There exists land which is presently zoned and approved for development which will allow replacement housing 
for displaced mobile home park tenants. 

(c) A relocation plan has been submitted which mitigates the adverse impacts of the displacement of low- and moderate- 
income individuals or households for a reasonable transition period and mitigates the adverse impacts of long-term dis- 
placement. 

(d) An adéquate impact report has been prepared and filed pursuant to Government Code, Sections 65863.7 and 66427.4 
and Civil Code Section 798 et seq. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-333. Variances generally. 

(a) Whenever, because of spécial circumstances applicable to the subject property, including size, shape, topography, 
location or surroundings which are unique to the subject property alone, where the strict application of this chapter is bound 
to deprive the property of privilèges enjoyed by other properties in the vicinity and under identical zone classification, a 
variance may be granted. Justification for such a variance shall be based solely on comparative information describing the 
disparities between the subject property and surrounding properties and the burden of demonstrating that the above require- 
ments are met shall be the responsibility of the applicant. 

(b) At the conclusion of the public hearing, the board of zoning adjustments shall make written findings of fact showing 
whether or not the requirements of subsection (a) of this section apply to the variance sought. As a part of such findings, the 
board shall set forth such conditions, if any, as are necessary to obtain compliance with the provision of such subsection. 
Following the aforesaid hearings, the board of zoning adjustments shall make its détermination on the matter within sixty 
(60) days after the hearing is closed. Failure of the board of zoning adjustments to reach a décision on the matter within sixty 
(60) days after the hearing is closed shall constitute a déniai of the request by the board. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-334. When décision of board of zoning adjustments to be final. 

Subject to the right of appeal as provided in this chapter, the décision of the board of zoning adjustments shall be final ten 
( 1 0) days after the board of zoning adjustments renders its décision. (Ord. No. 5537 § 4(f), 2004; Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1, 2001 .) 

Sec. 26C-335. Revocation generally. 

Whenever in the opinion of the director of the permit and resource management department or of the board of zoning ad- 
justments a condifion of any permit issued pursuant to this chapter has been violated, or that the use constitutes a nuisance, 
the director of the permit and resource management department shall cause a hearing to be held before the board of zoning 
adjustments on the matter of the revocation or modificafion of such permit. The hearing shall be noticed in accordance with 
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this chapter and shall require the owner to appear at the noticed time and place and show cause why such permit should not 
be revoked or modified. 

If, after the hearing, the board of zoning adjustments finds that there has been or will be a substantial failure to fulfill one 
( 1 ) or more of the conditions of the permit or that exercise of the use constitutes a nuisance, the board may either revoke the 
pennit or modify it in such a manner as to secure the goals of Section 26C-332. 1 . (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-335.1 . Revocation for failure to use or for abandonment of use. 

In any case where a zoning permit, use permit, design review approval or variance permit has not been used within two 
(2) years after the date of the granting thereof or for such additional period as may be specifïed in the permit, such permit 
shall become automatically void and of no further effect, provided, however, that upon written request by the applicant and 
payment of applicable fées prior to the expiration of the two (2) year period, the permit approval may be extended for not 
more than one ( I ) year by the authority which granted the original permit. 

Expiration of coastal permit (see Article XXXIV). (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-335.2. Revocation— Notice. 

(a) At least ten ( 1 0) days written notice of ail hearings required by Sections 26C-335 and 26C-335. 1 shall be given by 
the director of the perniit and resource management department through the United States mail to the owners of the property 
that is the subject of the permit. 

(b) The director of the permit and resource management department may give such additional notice as he deems neces- 
sary to secure a fair hearing. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-335.3. Permit conditions as violations of this chapter. 

It shall be uniawfui, prohibited, and a violation of this chapter to violate any term or condition of any pennit or approval 
granted or issued pursuant to this chapter. Any person whether as principal, agent, employée, or otherwise, violating any 
such term or condition shall be subject to the sanctions provided in Section 26C-338.7. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-335.5. Original jurisdiction. 

This section provides the procédures for the board of supervisors, upon its own initiative, to exercise original jurisdiction 
over applications filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(a) Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. Any member of the board of supervisors may request the board to exercise 
original jurisdiction over any application filed pursuant to this chapter, except in cases where state law requires a recommen- 
dation of the planning commission prior to action by the board on the matter. 

(b) Timing and Form of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction shall be 
made orally at a board of supervisors meeting, or filed in writing with the clerk of the board, prior to any décision by a lower 
level décision maker approving or denying the subject application. A request to exercise original jurisdiction need not state 
the reasons for the request. 

(c) Effect of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction shall stay any proceed- 
ings of lower level décision makers until the board of supervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (d). 

(d) Considération of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. A request to exercise original jurisdiction shall be consid- 
ered by the board of supervisors at a public meeting. Notice of the meeting shall be given, and the meeting shall be con- 
ducted, in compliance with applicable law. 

( 1 ) If the board of supervisors approves the request to exercise original jurisdiction, the board shall assume jurisdic- 
tion over the matter and take action in compliance with subsection (e). 

(2) If the board of supervisors dénies the request to exercise original jurisdiction, the appropriate lower level déci- 
sion maker shall résume jurisdiction over the matter and take action in compliance with applicable law. 

(e) Hearing and Décision. Any matter that is the subject of original jurisdiction shall be heard and decided by the board 
of supervisors at a public hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be given, and the hearing shall be conducted, in compliance 
with applicable law. The board may approve, conditionally approve, or deny the subject application. 
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(f) Participation by Initiator of Request to Exercise Original Jurisdiction. Any inember of the board of supervisors who 
initiâtes a request to exercise original jurisdiction shall hâve full participation rights in determining whether to approve the 
request and, if the request is approved, in hearing and deciding upon the matter, including the right to vote, unless actual bias 
or préjudice is otherwise shown. (Ord. No. 5537 § 4(g), 2004.) 

Sec. 26C-336. Appeals. 

Appeai procédures reiated to décisions on coastal permits are set forth in Article XXXIV. Appeal procédures on ail other 
pennits are as follows: 

(a) Any interested person may appeal any décision made by the board of zoning adjustments or the planning commission 
pursuant to this chapter to the board of supervisors. An appeal shall be filed in writing with the director of the permit and 
resource management department within ten (10) days after the décision that is the subject of the appeal. The appeal shall 
specifically state the basis for the appeal and shall be accompanied by the required filing fee. The board of supervisors shall 
set a date for public hearing and cause notice to be given as provided in this chapter. The board of supervisors shall render its 
décisions within ninety (90) days after the public hearing is fïrst opened. In the event that the board of supervisors fails to act 
within the ninety (90)-day period, the décision of the board of zoning adjustments shall be deemed to be upheld. The ninety 
(90)-day time limit established by this subsection may be extended, with the consent of the board of supervisors, by an indi- 
vidual or entity having a fee or leasehold interest in the property subject to the appeal. 

(b) The filing of an appeal pursuant to this section shall operate as a stay on issuance, modification, or revocation, as the 
case may be, of any permit with respect to which the appeal is taken. The action shall be stayed until the board of supervisors 
has entered its décision. 

(c) Any appeai filed pursuant to this section may be withdrawn where the appel lant requests such withdrawai and the 
board of supervisors consents. (Ord. No. 5537 § 4(h), 2004; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-336.1. Direct review. 

This section provides the procédures for the board of supervisors, upon its own initiative, to review the décisions of lower 
level décision makers on applications filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(a) Request for Direct Review. Any member of the board of supervisors may request the board to review a décision of a 
lower level décision maker approving or denying any application filed pursuant to this chapter. 

(b) Timing and Form of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall be made orally at a board of super- 
visors meeting, or filed in writing with the clerk of the board, prior to the expiration of the appeal period for the décision of 
the lower level décision maker on the subject application. A request for direct review need not state the reasons for the re- 
quest. A request for direct review shall not be deemed to be an allégation of any flaw in or a pre-judgment of the décision of 
the lower level décision maker. 

(c) Effect of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall stay the décision of the lower level décision 
maker until the board of supervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (d) and, if appUcable, until the board of su- 
pervisors takes action in compliance with subsection (e). The stay shall not extend the time for filing an appeal of the déci- 
sion of the lower level décision maker. 

(d) Considération of Request for Direct Review. A request for direct review shall be considered by the board of supervi- 
sors at a public meeting. Notice of the meeting shall be given, and the meeting shall be conducted, in compliance with appli- 
cable law. 

(1) If the board of supervisors approves the request for direct review, the board shall assume jurisdiction over the 
matter and take action in compliance with subsection (e). 

(2) If the board of supervisors dénies the request for direct review, the décision of the lower level décision maker 
shall stand unless an appeal of the décision was timely filed. 

(e) Hearing and Décision. Any matter that is the subject of direct review shall be heard and decided by the board of su- 
pervisors at a public hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be given, and the hearing shall be conducted, in compliance with 
applicable law. The hearing shall be de novo. The board may affirm, wholly or partly, modify, or reverse the décision of the 
lower level décision maker on the subject application. 

(f) Participation by Initiator of Request for Direct Review. Any member of the board of supervisors who initiâtes a re- 
quest for direct review shall hâve full participation rights in determining whether to approve the request and, if the request is 
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approved, in hearing and deciding upon the matter, including the right to vote, uniess actual bias or préjudice is otherwise 
shown. (Ord. No. 5537 § 4(i), 2004.) 

Sec. 26C-336.2. Simultaneous appeal and direct review. 

When a décision by a iower ievel décision maker is both appealed and jurisdiction is taken by the board of supervisors 
tiirougli direct review, botii tiie appeal and the direct review shall be heard and considered concurrently. (Ord. No. 5537 
§ 4(j), 2004.) 

Sec. 26C-337. Application for coastal permits, zoning permits, use permits, variances, appeals, 
etc. 

Applications for coastal pennits, zoning permits, use pennits, variances, and appeals for use permits and variances shall 
be in writing on forms prescribed by the board of zoning adjustments and shall be accompanied by such plans and data as are 
necessary to détermine compliance with this chapter. If a use permit application, variance permit application, or mobile 
home zoning permit application is denied by the board of zoning adjustments, planning commission or board of supervisors, 
reapplication for the same use cannot be made within one (1) year of said déniai uniess said application is denied without 
préjudice. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-337.1. Fées for zoning permits, use permits, variances, appeals, design review, etc. 

Every person making an application for coastal pennits, zoning permits, variances, design review, rezoning, appeals, gên- 
erai plan amendments, and coastal plan amendments, or other related procédures, shall pay a processing fee prescribed by 
resolution of the board of supervisors. 

Pennit fées may be waived or refiinded by the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors, board of zoning adjustments or 
planning commission upon a showing of good cause. No application fee will be required from the County of Sonoma or any 
other public agency whose directors are the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors acting as directors of the public agency. 
(Ord. No. 5318 § 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-338. Enforcement of chapter. 

(a) The director of the pennit and resource management department and the director's authorized agents and/or employ- 
ées are hereby authorized to issue citations to persons for violations of this chapter. 

(b) The director of the permit and resource management department and the director's authorized agents or employées 
are hereby authorized to issue stop orders to prohibit further construction or use of structures or property which are violations 
ofthis chapter. Such stop orders shall remain in effect until violations are eliminated. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-338.1. Compliance with chapter generally. 

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, no building shall be erected and no existing building shall be moved, al- 
tered, added to or enlarged, nor shall any land, building or premises be used, designated or intended to be used for any pur- 
pose or in any manner other than one that is included among the uses listed in this chapter as permitted in the district in 
which such building, land or premises is located. 

No building shall be erected, reconstructed or structurally altered to exceed in height the limit designated in this chapter 
for the districts in which such building is located. 

No building shall be erected, nor shall any existing building be altered, enlarged or rebuilt, nor shall any open area be 
encroached upon or reduced in any manner, except in conformity to the yard, building site area and building location régula- 
tions designated in this chapter for the district in which such building or open space is located. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1, 2001 .) 
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Sec. 26C-338.2. Permits and licenses to conform to chapter. ^^ 

(a) Ail departments, officiais and public employées of the county which are vested with the duty or authority to issue ^^ 

permits or licenses shall conform to the provisions of this chapter and shall issue no such pennit or license for uses, buildings 
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or purposes where the same would be in conflict with the provisions of this chapter. Such permit or license, if issued in 
conflict with the provisions of this chapter, shall be null and void. 

(b) The county may refuse to issue any discretionary or ministerial permit, Hcense, variance or other entitlement, which is 
sought pursuant to this chapter, including zoning clearance for a building permit, where the property upon which the use or 
structure is proposed is in violation of this chapter. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-338.3. Structure or use contrary to chapter— Prohibited: deciared public nuisance, abatement 
generally. 

Any building or structure set up, erected, constructed, altered, enlarged, converted, moved or maintamed contrary to the 
provisions of this chapter shall be, and the same is hereby deciared to be unlawftil and public nuisance, and the district 
attomey of the county shall, on order of the board of supervisons, immediately commence action or proceedings for the 
abatement and removal and enjoinment thereof in the manner provided by law, and shall take such other steps, and shall 
apply to such court as may hâve jurisdiction to grant such relief as will abate or remove such building or structure, and 
restrain and enjoin any person from setting up, erecting, building, maintaining or using any such building or structure or 
using any property contrary to the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-338.4. Same — Abatement of outdoor advertising structures, signs, etc. 

If any outdoor advertising structure, sign or appurtenant sign is erected, constructed or maintained in any district contrary 
to the provisions of this chapter, the board of zoning adjustments shall set a time and place for hearing and serve upon the 
owner of the structure, and the owner of the real property upon which it is situated, an order to show cause why the board of 
zoning adjustments should not cause the structure to be summarily abated and removed from the real property. For purpose 
of this chapter, such owner of record shall be deemed to be the owner as shown by the last equalized assessment roll of the 
county, and the address of such owner of record shall be deemed to be that as disclosed by the assessment roll. Such order to 
shown cause shall be served upon the owner of record of the real property and upon the owner of the structure by registered 
or certified mail at least thirty (30) days before the date of the hearing. If the address of the owner of such structure is 
unknown, the order to show cause shall be deemed to be the owner as shown by the last equalized assessment roll of the 
county, and the address of such owner of record shall be deemed to be that as disclosed by the assessment roll. Such order to 
show cause shall be served upon the owner of record of the real property and upon the owner of such structure is unknown, 
the order to show cause shall be mailed to him in care of the real property. A copy of the order to show cause shall also be 
posted on the real property on or near the outdoor advertising structure, sign or appurtenant sign. 

If, after hearing, the board of zoning adjustments détermines that the outdoor advertising structures, signs or appurtenant 
sign should be sunmiarily abated, it may order the road commissioner to remove the same and store it in the nearest county 
corporation yard. Thereafter, the owner of the structure may claim the same upon payment of the expenses of the Road 
Commissioner in connection with such removal. If such outdoor advertising structure; sign or appurtenant sign is not 
reclaimed within a period of six (6) months, the road commissioner may make such disposition thereof as he deems proper. 
(Ord. No. 5318 § 1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-338.5. Repealed by Ordinance No. 4909. 

Sec. 26C-338.6. Remédies to be cumulative. 

The remédies provided for in this chapter shall be cumulative and not exclusive. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-338.7. Penalty for violation of chapter — Continuing violations. 

Any person, finn, or corporation or agency, or employée of any person, firm, or corporation or agency who violâtes or 
knowingly pennits violation of any regulatory provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a public offense. The first and each 
subséquent conviction shall be a misdemeanor punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1000.00) or by 
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Each person, firm 
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or corporation or agency or employée thereof shall be guilty of a separate offense for each day, or any portion thereof, during 
which any violation of this chapter is committed, or permitted and shall be punished accordingly. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-339. Tolling of development timelines. 

The period of time during which any zoning permit, coastal permit, use permit, variance, précise development plan, 
design review approval or other entitlement issued pursuant to this chapter would normally be effective may be tolled 
pursuant to the provisions of this section. Requests for a stay may be made where a lawsuit is brought in a court of 
compétent jurisdiction involving the approval or conditional approval of any of the foregoing permits or entitlements. The 
foUowing shall apply to requests for a stay: 

(a) A stay may not be granted until the county is served with the initial pétition or complaint. ff the county is not a party 
to the litigation, the county must be served with a courtesy copy of the initial pleading. 

(b) Stays will only be granted where the litigation is brought by opponents of the development to attack or overtum the 
development approval or its accompanying environmental document. 

(c) Stays may only be requested in connection with development approvals or any authorized extensions thereof, which 
are in effect as of or after March 1, 1991. 

(d) A request for a stay must be made prior to the expiration of the development approval or any authorized extension 
thereof. Requests may be made on or after March 1, 1991 . 

(e) A request for a stay of one year or less will be automatically approved by the director of the permit and resource 
management department, unless the litigation is collusive. 

(f) A request for a stay of more than one ( 1 ) year and up to three (3) years is discretionary and will be acted upon by the 
body which issued the original permit or entitlement and shall be subject to appeal in the same fashion as would the original 
permit or entitlement. 

(g) Stays shall not exceed either three (3) years or the period during which the litigation is pending, whichever is less. 
(h) Requests for stays shall be acted upon within forty (40) days. 

(i) If granted, the effective life of the permit or entitlement shall be extended for the period of the stay. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 
1,2001) 

Article XXXiV. Coastal Permit Régulations. 

Sec. 26C-340A. Purpose. 

To establish procédures and fîndings for the issuance of development permits in the coastal zone. Where the plans, 
policies, requirements or standards of the coastal program, as applied to any project in the CC combining district, conflict 
with those of the underlying district, or other provisions of this article, the plans, policies, requirements or standards of the 
coastal program shall take precedence. The CC combining district shall be coterminous with the coastal zone of Sonoma 
County as established by the Coastal Act of 1976 and as may subsequently be amended. AU districts in the coastal zone 
shall be combined with the coastal combining district. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-340. Application. 

A coastal permit shall be required for any development occurring in the coastal zone, except as provided for in Section 
26C-340.1. Development undertaken pursuant to a coastal permit shall conform to the plans, spécifications, terms or 
conditions approved in granting the permit. 

Application for a coastal permit shall be made to the permit and resource management department on forms provided by 
the director of the permit and resource management department and shall be accompanied by such plans and data as are 
necessary to détermine compliance with this chapter. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-340.1. Exemptions and categorical exclusions. 

The Coastal Act of 1976 exempts certain activities from coastal permit requirements pursuant to public resources code 
Sections 30610 and 30106. The coastal act also allows the coastal commission, pursuant to public resources code Sections 
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30610 (d) and 30610.5 (b), to exclude from coastal permit régulations any category of development within a specifically 
defined géographie area if they find that such an exclusion will not resuit in a potential for any significant adverse effect, 
either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources or on public access or along the coast. 

(a) Exemptions: 

(1) Replacement of any légal conforming structure, destroyed by fire or acts of God, provided, however, that the 
county may establish reasonable conditions to mitigate adverse impacts on coastal resources. 

(2) Maintenance dredging of existing navigation channels or moving dredged material from such channels for disposai 
outside the coastal zone pursuant to a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permit. 

(3) The harvesting of trees for timber, and other timber management activities including road construction subject to 
an approved Califomia division of forestry timber harvesting plan. 

(4) Lot line adjustments not resulting m an mcrease in the number of lots or in allowable residential units. 

(5) Tentative subdivision maps in connection with the purchase of land by a public agency for recreational purposes. 

(6) Processing of historié district zoning on designated sites. 

(7) Repair and maintenance activities which do not resuit in an addition to or enlargement or expansion of the object 
of such activities, except as otherwise specified in Subchapter 7, Title 14, Califomia Administrative Code and any 
amendments thereafter adopted. 

(8) Activities of public utilities as specified in the repair, maintenance and utility hookup exclusion adopted by the 
coastal commission on September 5, 1978. 

(9) Improvements to existing single-family résidences provided that the structure is not located on a beach, wetland, or 
seaward of the mean high tide Ime, or within fifty feet (50') of the edge of a coastal bluff, and that the improvement does not 
exceed ten percent (10%) of the floor area of the structure. 

(10) Improvements to any structure other than a single family résidence or a public works facility, except as otherwise 
specified in Subchapter 7.5, Title 14, Califomia Administrative Code and any amendments thereafter. 

(b) Categorical exclusions: 

Several catégories of development hâve been excluded from the coastal permit requirement by the coastal commission 
under public resources code Section 30610(d) and 30610.5(b). In no case shall any categorical exclusion apply to such 
development that is proposed on tide and submerged land, beaches, and lots immediately adjacent to the inland extent of any 
beach, or of the mean high tide line of the sea where there is no beach or lands and waters subject to the public trust as 
specified in public resources code Section 30610.5(b). Refer to the coastal adminisfrative manual for the categorical 
exclusion order E-81-5 and subséquent amendments. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-340.2. Action on coastal permit. 

(a) If action on other permits or approvals is to be taken by the director of the permit and resource management 
department, the board of zoning adjustments, the planning commission, project review and advisory committee, design 
review committee, or the board of supervisors, then that person, commission or board may also act on the coastal permit. 

(b) If the project requires no discretionary county permit or approval other than a coastal permit, then the director of the 
permit and resource management department shall act on the coastal permit. 

(c) If, in accordance with paragraphs (a) and (b) above, action on a coastal permit would be taken by the director of the 
permit and resource management department but Section 26C-343 requires a public hearing, then the board of zoning 
Adjustments shall act in place of the director of the permit and resource management department. 

(d) If final action on other permits or approvals requires the recommendation of one (1) person or body to another, as in 
the case where the planning commission makes reconmiendations to the board of supervisors, then that person or body shall 
make a concurrent recommendation on the coastal permit. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-341. Standards for application review. 

The ofiRcer, commission or board acting on a coastal permit shall review the project for compliance with: ail applicable 
plans, policies, requirements and standards of the coastal program; the county gênerai plan, requirements of the underlying 
zoning district, and other provisions of this chapter. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 
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Sec. 26C-341.1. Administrative coastal permit. 

The purpose of the administrative coastal permit is to provide for the administrative issuance of coastal development 
permits for the types of projects specified below: 

(a) Any single family résidence or accessory use that is a principal permitted use within the zoning district in which the 
development site is located which does not fall within any of the following catégories: 

(1) Exemptions and categorical exclusions as listed in Section 26C-340.1. 

(2) Appealable areas as listed in Section 26C-347. 

(3) Proposais within the outstanding portion of the scenic viewshed as shown on the review process/final view rating 
maps on file in the permit and resource management department. 

(b) Any other development specifically authorized as a principal permitted use within the zoning district in which the 
development site is located which does not fall within Section 26C-341.1(a) 1, 2, and 3. 

(c) Appeal provisions are listed in Section 26C-347. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-341.2. Emergency coastal permit. 

An emergency coastal permit may be issued by the director to authorize an applicant to proceed with remédiai, 
immédiate, temporary work responding to a verified emergency as defined by the coastal act. Emergency authorization may 
be given by the director until such time as a coastal development application shall be filed. 

(a) An application shall be made in the manner described in Section 26C-340 if time allows, or in person, or by téléphone 
if time does not allow. The information to be reported at the time of the emergency shall include the following: 

(1) Nature and cause of emergency. 

(2) Location/address, assessor'sparcelnumber. 

(3) Remédiai work and method necessary to deal with the emergency. 

(4) Circumstances to justify the course of action to be taken, including conséquences of failing to take action. 

(5) Timing of emergency work (when work will be performed and for how long). 

(b) The director shall not grant an emergency permit for any development in rni area in which the coastal commission 
retains direct authority under the coastal act. 

(c) The director shall verify that the situation is in fact an emergency as defined in the coastal act, and perform a site visit 
if possible. 

(d) The director shall provide public notice of the proposed emergency action to the extent possible. Public notice shall 
be posted on the site and mailed to ail persons within one hundred feet (1 00') of the subject property, prior to the emergency 
work if time allows. If time does not allow, public notice shall be given as soon as possible. 

(e) The director may grant the emergency permit with conditions, including an expiration date and the requirement for a 
regular coastal permit application, finding that: 

(1) A verified emergency exists and work shall be completed within thirty (30) days or as otherwise specified. 

(2) Public notice has been given as time allows. 

(3) The work will be consistent with requirements of the local coastal program. 

(f) An emergency permit shall be valid for sbcty (60) days fi-om date of issuance. Prior to expiration, the applicant shall 
submit a regular coastal permit application for processing. Failure to comply with provisions of this section may resuit in 
enforcement action by the county. 

(g) The director shall report in writing to the board of supervisors at their next meeting, the grantmg of an emergency 
permit, describing the nature of the emergency and the work involved. The reporting shall be infonnational only; the 
décision to issue an emergency permit is at the discrétion of the director subject to provisions of this chapter. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 
§1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-343. Public hearing and comment. 

(a) The appropriate person or body specified in Section 26C-340.2 shall hold a public hearing prior to any action on a 
coastal permit where any of the following apply: 

(1) Action or recommendation on other permits or approvals required for the project require the holding of a public 
hearing. 
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(2) The permit is for a project appealable to the coastal commission. 

(b) A public hearing on a coastal permit may be heid concurrently with any other public hearing on the project held by 
the appropriate person or body specified in Section 26C-340.2. 

(c) Any person may submit written comment on an application for a coastal permit, or on a coastal permit appeal at any 
time prior to the close of the applicable public hearing. if no public hearing is required, written comments may be submitted 
prior to the décision date specified in Section 26C-344(b). Written comments shall be submitted to the director of the permit 
and resource management department who shall forward them to the appropriate person, commission, board or applicant. 

(d) For minor development projects, the public hearing may be waived, at the discrétion of the director, if it meets the 
criteria for minor development in Section 26C-I2. 

( I ) An application for a coastal perniit shall be made as stated in Section 26C-340. Notice shall be given in the same 
manner as in Section 26C-485. 1 (a), but stating that the county intends to waive the requirement of a hearing uniess a written 
request for a public hearing is received within fifteen (15) working days. 

(2) If no protest is received, the director may approve the application and grant the coastal development permit. 

(3) If a written protest is received, a public hearing shall be held with noticing, pursuant to Section 26C-344(a). 

(4) The notice provided pursuant to this section shall include a statement that failure by a person to request a public 
hearing may resuit in the loss of that person's ability to appeal to the coastal commission any action taken by a local gov- 
emment on a coastal development permit application. (Ord. No. 53 18 § 1 , 2001 .) 

Sec. 26C-344. Notice. 

(a) At least ten (10) calendar days prior to any public hearing notice of the hearing shall be provided by the following 
method: 

( 1 ) Mailed notice to the applicant. 

(2) Mailed notice to ail persons who hâve, in the past calendar year, requested county notice of ail coastal permits. 

(3) Mailed notice to any person who has, in writing, requested notices relating to the permit in question. 

(4) Mailed notice to ail property owners within three hundred feet (300') of the perimeter of the property on which 
the project is proposed. 

(5) Mailed notice to résidents within one hundred feet (1 00') of the perimeter of the property on which the project is 
proposed. 

(6) Mailed notice to the coastal commission. 

(7) If the matter is heard by the planning commission, one (1 ) publication of notice in a newspaper of gênerai circu- 
lation. Such notice shall include items 1 thru 7 and 9 thru 13 in Section 26C-344(c). 

(b) At least ten (10) calendar days prior to action on a coastal permit for which no public hearing is required, notice of a 
pending application and décision date shall be provided by the following method: 

(1) Mailed notice to the applicant. 

(2) Mailed notice to ail persons who hâve, in the past calendar year, requested county notice of ail coastal permits. 

(3) Mailed notice to any person who has, in writing, requested notices relating to the coastal permit in question. 

(4) Mailed notice to ail property owners and résidents within one hundred feet (100') of the property on which the 
project is proposed. 

(5) Mailed notice to the coastal commission. 

(6) Such notice shall include items 1 thru 1 3 in Section 26C-344(c). 

(c) For the purposes of this section, each notice shall contain the following, as specified in paragraphs (a) and (b): 

(1) Date of application filing. 

(2) Name of applicant. 

(3) File number. 

(4) Project location and assessor's parcel number. 

(5) Project description. 

(6) Permits requested. 

(7) Date, time and place of public hearing. 

(8) Date of décision, if no public hearing is requested. 

(9) General hearing procédural infonnation. 
(10) Method of submitting written comment. 
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(1 l)Notice that action is appealable to the county governing bodies, and to the coastal commission, if applicable. 

(I2)Metiiod of appeal and fées, if applicable. 

(13) A statement that the development is within the coastal zone. 

(d) Within seven (7) calendar days of a final local décision on an application for any development, the county shall pro- 
vide mailed notice to: 

(1) The coastal commission. 

(2) Any persons who specifically requested notice of such final action by submitting a self-addressed stamped enve- 
lope to the county. 

(3) The applicant. 

(e) Any such notice shall include conditions of project approval, written findings and procédures for appeal of the local 
décision of the coastal commission. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-345. Conditions. 

Approval of a coastal permit shall be conditioned as necessary to ensure conformance with and implementafion of the 
coastal program. The approving authority may require modification and re-submittal of project plans, drawings and spécifi- 
cations to ensure conformance with the coastal program. When modification and re-submittal of plans are required, action 
shall be deferred for a sufficient period of time to allow the director of the permit and resource management department to 
prépare a recommendation on the modified project. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1, 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-346. Findings. 

A coastal permit shall be approved only upon finding: 

(a) That the project, as described in the application and accompanying materials, is conditioned in accordance with Sec- 
tion 26C-345 and conforms with the plans, policies, requirements and standards of the Sonoma County Coastal Program. 
(Ord. No. 5318 § 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-347. Appeals. 

Development pursuant to an approved coastal permit shall not commence until ail applicable appeal periods expire, or, if 
appealed, until ail appeals, including the coastal commission, hâve been exhausted. 

Two (2) concurrent appeal periods and procédures are required due to coastal act requirements as foliows: 

(a) Local appeals. 

Action by the director of the permit and resource management department, board of zoning adjustments, planning com- 
mission, design review committee, or project review committee, or project review and advisory committee to approve, con- 
dition or deny any coastal perniit may be appealed on or before the tenth calendar day following such action. Action by the 
director of the permit and resource management department shall be appealed to the board of zoning adjustments. Action by 
the project review and advisory committee or the design review committee may be appealed only to the board of supervisors. 

Uniess the appellant can demonstrate that appeal is made in accordance with Public Resources Code Section 30603 (as 
described below), local régulations and fées will apply. 

(b) Coastal act appeals. 

Action by the director of the permit and resource management department, board of zoning adjustments, planning com- 
mission, design review committee or project review and advisory committee may be appealed without fee only for the fol- 
lowing reasons (#1-4) on or before the tenth working day following such action. Action by the director of the permit and 
resource management department shall be appealed to the board of zoning adjustments. Action by the project review and 
advisory committee or the design review committee shall be appealed to the planning commission. Action by the board of 
zoning adjustments or the planning commission may be appealed only to the board of supervisors. 

( 1 ) Developments approved by the local govemment between the sea and the first public road paralleling the sea or 
within three hundred feet (300') of the inland extent of any beach or of the mean high fide line of the sea where there is no 
beach, whichever is the greater distance. 
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(2) Developments approved by the local government not included within paragraph (1) of this section located on 
tidelands, submerged lands, public trust lands, within one hundred feet ( 1 00') of any wetland, estuary, stream or within three 
hundred feet (300') of the top of the seaward face of any coastal bluff. 

(3) Any development approved by a coastal county that is not designated as the principal permitted use under the 
zoning ordinances as defined in coastal combining district. 

(4) Any development which constitutes a major public works project or a major energy facility . The phrase "major 
public Works project or a major energy facility" shall mean any proposed public works project or energy facility as defmed 
by the coastal act, exceeding one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) in estimated cost of construction. 

(c) Coastal commission appeals. 

Action by the board of supervisors on a coastal permit may be appealed for the following reasons (1-4) to the coastal 
commission in accordance with coastal commission régulations on or before the tenth working day following receipt by the 
Califomia Coastal Commission of the notice of final action. 

( 1 ) Developments approved by the local government between the sea and the first public road paralleling the sea or 
within three hundred feet (300') of the inland extent of any beach or of the mean high tide line of the sea where there is no 
beach, whichever is the greater distance. 

(2) Developments approved by the local government not included within paragraph (1) of this section located on 
tidelands, submerged lands, public trust lands, within one hundred feet (100') of any wetland, estuary, stream or within three 
hundred feet (300') of the top of the seaward face of any coastal bluff. 

(3) Any development approved by a coastal county that is not designated as the principal pennitted use under the 
zoning ordinances as defined in coastal combining district. 

(4) Any development which constitutes a major public works project or a major energy facility. The phrase "major 
public works project or a major energy facility" shall mean any proposed public works project or energy facility as defined 
by the coastal act, exceeding one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) in esfimated cost of construction. 

(d) An appeal pursuant to Secfion 26C-347(b) may only be filed by the appiicant for the coastal pemiit in question, an 
aggrieved person, or any two members of the coastal commission. An appeal pursuant to Section 26C-347(c) may only be 
filed by the appiicant for the coastal permit in question, an aggrieved person who has exhausted local appeals, or any two (2) 
members of the coastal commission. 

Where a project is appealed by any two (2) members of the coastal commission, nofice of commissioner appeals shall be 
transmitted to the director of the permit and resource management department ànd the appeal to the commission shall be 
suspended pending a décision on the merits by the board of supervisors. If the décision of the board of supervisors modifies 
or reverses the previous décision, the commissioners shall be required to file a new appeal froiTi that décision. 

(e) An appeal pursuant to Section 26C-347(c) shall be filed with the coastal commission. (Ord. No. 5537 § 4(k), 2004; 
Ord.No. 5318§ 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-348. Expiration of permits. 

A coastal permit shall expire within two (2) years from its date of approval unless the permit has been used; provided 
however, that upon written request by the appiicant prior to the expiration of the two (2) year period, the permit approval 
may be extended for not more than one (1) year by the authority which granted the original permit. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 
2001.) 

Sec. 26C-349. Permit amendment. 

Upon application by the pennittee, a coastal pennit may be amended by the approving authority. Application for and ac- 
tion on an amendment shall be accomplished in the same manner specified in this chapter for inifial approval of a coastal 
permit. Ail secfions of this chapter shall apply to permit amendments. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 
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Article XXXV. Nonconforming Uses. 

Sec. 26C-350. Continuance. 

The lawful use of land existing on the effective date of this chapter although such use does not conform to the régulations 
specified by this chapter for the district in which such land is located, may be continued but shall not be eniarged or in- 
creased, nor be extended to occupy a greater area than that occupied by such use at the time of the adoption of this ordinance, 
and that if any use ceases, the subséquent use of such land shall be in conformance with the régulations specified by this 
chapter for the district in which such land is located provided that: 

(a) A légal nonconforming use may be replaced by a use of the same or less intensity upon obtaining a use perniit or use 
perniit waiver. 

(b) Pursuant to policy LU- 1 f of the gênerai plan, a légal nonconforming use may be expanded one ( 1 ) time not to exceed 
ten percent (1 0%) of the total existing floor area for any structures and to a maximum of four hundred (400) square feet, sub- 
ject to lot coverage and setback requirements and to ail other applicable requirements of the Sonoma County Code, and pro- 
vided that such structures are not located within a designated redevelopment project area. 

(c) A légal nonconforming use consisting of a mobile home may be replaced with a newer and larger mobile home in the 
same location, subject to Article XXIX, design review. 

(d) A légal single family dwelling or appurtenant structures for which a building permit was issued after December 1 , 
1 980, shall be considered to be conforming with regard to the height measurement. Repair and remodeling of such structures 
shall be allowed provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure prior to the remodel or repair, or the 
building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. 

Expansions of such structures which do not comply with the revised height restrictions shall comply with the new défini- 
tion of height measurement as stated above, except that the expansion, up to ten percent (10%) of floor area and not to ex- 
ceed four hundred (400) square feet, shall be allowed, provided that the height does not exceed the height of the structure 
prior to the expansion, or the building height allowed by this chapter, whichever is greater. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-351. Reconstruction. 

If at any time any commercial or industrial use in existence on the effective date of this chapter, which does not conform 
to the régulations for the district in which it is located, is damaged or destroyed by fire, explosion, act of God, tortuous con- 
duct of a third party, or act of the public enemy, to the extent of more than fifty percent (50%) of the replacement value of 
the structure, the land shall be subject to ail the régulations specified by this chapter or the district in which such land is lo- 
cated. Any légal nonconforming agricultural or residential structure so damaged may be rebuilt on the original foundation 
footprint subject to obtaining a use permit. Additional floor area may be added to the structure in accordance with Section 
26C-350(b). "Replacement value" as used in this section is equal to the cost of the labor and materials which would be nec- 
essary to construct the structure. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-352. Termination of Use. 

If the actual opération of a légal nonconforming use ceases for a continuous period of one year, unless the légal owner can 
establish valid proof to the contrary, such cessation of the légal nonconfonning use shall be considered termination; then 
without further action by the planning commission the use of the land shall be subject to ail the régulations specified by this 
chapter for the district in which such land is located. (Ord. No. 5318 § l, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-353. Repairs and maintenance. 

Remodeling, ordinary maintenance, and repairs may be made to any légal nonconforming industrial or commercial struc- 
tures to the extent of twenty percent (20%) of the appraised value of the structure during any calendar year period; provided 
that foundation work shall be exempt Irom the twenty percent (20%) calculation. Remodeling, ordinary maintenance, and 
repairs to any légal nonconforming agricultural or residential structure shall not be limited except as otherwise required by 
this article or by other provisions of law. 
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Non-conforming historic structures shall be exempt from the twenty percent (20%) calculation provided that they are ei- 
ther: ( 1 ) included in an historic combining district; or (2) are listed as an historic resource in a spécifie pian or coastal pian; 
and (3) hâve been certified to be an historic resource by the Sonoma County Historic Landmarics Commission, or state of 
CaJifomia or in the fédérai register of historic places; and (4) repair or reconstruction is an authentic replica of the original 
structure. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 
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Sec. 26C-354. Waiver of covered parking. 

The director of the permit and resource management department may waive the requirement for covered parking when a 
nonconforming structure is proposed for réhabilitation if topography, lot size or existing building location renders the 
requirement of covered parking unreasonable. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-355. Construction beginning prior to effective date of ordinance codified in this chapter. 

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be deemed to require any change in the plans, construction or designated use of 
any building upon which actual construction was lawfully begun prior to the effective date of this chapter. Actual 
construction is hereby defmed to be: the actual placing of construction materials in their permanent position, fastened in a 
permanent manner; provided that in ail cases actual construction work shall be diligently carried on until the completion of 
the building or structure involved. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-356. Nonconforming uses created by change in districts. 

The foregoing provisions of this article shall also apply to nonconforming uses in districts hereafter changed. (Ord. No. 
5318 §1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-357. Outdoor advertising structures, signs, etc. 

Ail outdoor advertising structures, outdoor advertising signs, appurtenant signs, and directional signs existing on or prior 
to December 5, 1 957, or the effective date of a change in land use classification, whichever is later, which do eot conform to 
the provisions of this chapter relating to the district in which such outdoor advertising structures, outdoor advertising signs, 
appurtenant signs and directional signs are located shall be considered non-conforming uses. Subject to the limitations set 
forth in the State Outdoor Advertising Act, such nonconforming uses shall be removed without compensation within thirty 
(30) days after the expiration of the amortization period set forth in Business and Professions Code Sections 5412.1 and 
5412.2. The amortization period for signs which may beamortizedpursuantto Sections 54 12.1 and5412.3 shall commence 
after the adoption of this chapter and the giving of notice to the afifected property owner. Wherever, by reason of the spacing 
limitations of this chapter, a greater number of outdoor advertising structures, outdoor advertising signs, appurtenant signs, 
or directional signs exist in the R, LIA, LEA, and DA districts than this chapter permits, the board of zoning adjustments 
shall détermine the date of establishment of each such outdoor advertising structure, outdoor advertising sign, appurtenant 
sign, or directional sign and détermine which such signs are non-conforming and subject to amortization pursuant to 
Business and Professions Code Sections 5412.1 and 5412.3. Outdoor advertising signs and structures that were defîned as 
gênerai service boards and granted a use permit prior to the adoption of this chapter shall become a nonconforming use, if 
they do not meet the provision of this chapter. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXXVI. Amendments. 

Sec. 26C-360. Procédure generally: methods of initiating. 

This chapter may be amended by changing the boundaries of districts or by changing any other provision thereof 
whenever the public necessity and convenience and the gênerai welfare require such amendment by following the procédure 
of this article. An amendment may be initiated by: 

(a) The pétition of one or more owners of property affected by the proposed amendment which pétition shall be fîled with 
the planning commission. 

(b) Resolution of intention by tiie board of supervisors. 

(c) Resolution of intention by the planning commission. 
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Sec. 26C-361. Public hearing: zoning, intérim zoning. 

The planning commission shall hold at least one ( 1 ) public hearing after notice as provided in this chapter, prior to taking 
any action on any proposai to amend this chapter; provided that if the planning commission, or the permit and resource 
management department, in good faith is conducting or intends to conduct studies within a reasonable time for the purpose 
of, or holding a hearing for the purpose of, or has held a hearing and has recommended to the board of supervisors of the 
county the adoption of any zoning ordinance or amendment or addition thereto, the board of supervisors, to protect the public 
health, safety and welfare, may adopt as an urgency measure a temporary zoning ordinance, in accordance with Title 7, 
Chapter 4 of the Government Code of the state, placing the area which is the subject of such studies or hearing in an S 
district (study district). (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-362. Action by planning commission. 

FoUowing a public hearing, the planning commission shall make a report of its findings and recommendations with 
respect to the proposed amendment and shall file with the board of supervisors an attested copy of such report within ninety 
(90) days after the notice of the first of the hearings; provided, that such time limit may be extended upon the mutual 
agreement of the parties having an interest in the proceedings. Failure of the planning commission to report within ninety 
(90) days without the aforesaid agreement, shall be deemed to be approval of the proposed amendment by the planning 
commission. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-363. Action by board of supervisors: abandonmentorwithdrawai of amendatory proceedings. 

Upon receipt of a report from the planning commission or upon the expiration of the ninety (90) days as aforesaid, the 
board of supervisors shall set the matter for hearing and shall give notice thereof by one (1) publication within the county at 
least ten (10) days prior to such hearing. After conclusion of the hearing, the board of supervisors may adopt the proposed 
amendment or any part thereof in such form as the board may deem advisable. The décision of the board of supervisors, 
whenever practicable, shall be rendered within ninety (90) days after the receipt of a report and recommendation from the 
planning commission, except that after a four-fifths vote, the board of supervisors may render its décision after ninety (90) 
days but within a reasonable time. Upon the consent of the planning commission, any pétition for an amendment may be 
withdrawn upon the written application of a majority of ail the persons who signed such pétition. The board of supervisors 
or the planning conmiission, as the case may be, may by resolution abandon any proceeding for an amendment initiated by 
its own resolution of intention; provided that such abandonment may be made only when such proceedings are before such 
body for considérable; and provided that any hearing of which public notice has been given shall be held. 

FoUowing approval of any amendment by the board of supervisors, it shall be forwarded to the coastal conmiission for 
review and approval, prior to becoming effective. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXXVil. Development Fées. 
Sec. 26C-370A. Purpose 

The purpose of this article is to provide a place in the Sonoma County Zoning Ordinance for the codification of 
development fee ordinances which accompany spécifie plans adopted by the board of supervisors. Such codifications are 
intended to assist both staff and developers in locating development fee ordinances which apply to parcels located within 
certain spécifie plan areas in the county. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-370. Purpose of countywide traffic development fee. 

In order to implement the goals and objectives of the Sonoma County gênerai plan, including the circulation and transit 
élément of that gênerai plan, and to mitigate the traffic impacts caused by new development in Sonoma County, certain 
public roadway improvements must be constructed to insure a safe and efficient level of service. The board of supervisors 
has determined that a countywide development impact fee is needed in order to finance thèse public improvements and to ^^ 

pay for the development's fair share of the construction cost of thèse improvements. In establishing the fee described in the ^^ 
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following sections, the board of supervisors has found the fee to be consistent with its gênerai plan and, pursuant to Govem- 
ment Code Section 659 1 3.2, lias considered the effects of tlie fee witli respect to the county's housing needs as established in 
the housing élément of the gênerai pian. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 .) 

Sec. 26C-371. Countywide development fee impact area. 

(a) The countywide development fee impact area shall be ail unincorporated lands within the boundary of the county of 
Sonoma except for those lying within the boundaries of the following development fee impact areas: Sonoma Valley, Airport 
and Larkfleld. 

(b) There is created in the office of the county auditor-controller and the county treasurer a spécial interest-bearing trust 
fund entitled "Sonoma County Countywide Roadway Improvement Fund." Said fund shall consist of a roadway account. Ail 
amounts collected from roadway development fées on account of this chapter shall be deposited in said account. Thèse fées 
shall be expended in accordance with the provisions of the gênerai plan and Sonoma County Code Section 26-98-600 et seq., 
to pay the costs of roadway facilities and improvements described in Table 3, dated September 2004, as amended (attached 
to the ordinance codified in this chapter and on file in the public works department and made a part hereof). Pursuant to Gov- 
ernment Code Section. 66007(b), thèse fées are authorized for expenditures and obligations for the spécifie purposes de- 
scribed in said Table 3. Thèse fiinds may aiso be used to reimburse developers who hâve been required or pennitted to install 
roadway facilities which are oversized with supplemental size, length or capacity. (Ord. No. 55 1 4 § 5, 2004; Ord. No. 53 1 8 
§ 1,2001.) 

Sec. 26C-372. Findings and déterminations of tlie board of supervisors. 

(a) The purpose of the fées adopted by Section 26C-370 et seq. is to pay the costs of roadway facilities and improve- 
ments in accordance with the provisions of the Sonoma County gênerai plan, including the circulation and transit élément, 
and to implement the county's gênerai plan, and to use the authority of Article XI, Section 7 of the Califomia Constitution by 
imposing development fées to fund the costs of certain facilities and services, the need for which is generated by the type and 
level of development proposed in Sonoma County. 

(b) The use of which the fées are to be put is to pay the costs of the roadway facilities and improvements identified in 
Table 3, dated September 2004, as amended (attached to the ordinance codified in this chapter and on file in the permit and 
resource management department and made a part hereof). 

(c) There is a reasonable relationship between the fées used and the types of development projects on which the fee is 
imposed for the reasons set forth in the Sonoma County gênerai plan and the January 1 99 1 , February 1 992, and subséquent 
reports of the county transportation and public work directors, which are incorporated herein by this référence. 

(d) There is a reasonable relationship between the need for the roadway facilities and improvements identified in said 
Table 3, dated September 2004, as amended, and the development projects on which the fee is imposed, for the reasons set 
forth in the Sonoma County General Plan and the January 1 99 1 , February 1992, and subséquent reports of the county trans- 
portation and public works director, which are incorporated herein by this référence. 

(e) The cost estimâtes in said Table 3, dated September 2004, as amended, are based upon actual current costs of con- 
struction as determined by the county transportation and public works director through an analysis of current contracted pub- 
lic projects. 

(f) Without the adoption of Section 26C-370 et seq., the construction improvements as called for in said Table 3, dated 
September 2004, as amended, there will be decreased levels of service on certain highways, increased congestion, decreased 
highway safety, increased accidents, inadéquate structural sections, road services deteriorating to the point where they cannot 
be safely maintained, lack of shoulders meeting basic safety standards, substandard traffic intersections, and an increase in 
flooding potential. (Ord. No. 5514 § 6, 2004; Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-373. Amount of roadway improvement fund. 

(a) The development fee required for roadway improvements shall be apportioned among residential, commercial, indus- 
trial and institutional use. 

(b) The development fee amount is based upon the report of the Sonoma County Transportation and Public Works Direc- 
tor dated January 1991, February 1992, and subséquent reports, and the Sonoma County gênerai plan. 
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The development fee shall be: 

Three hundred ninety-one dollars ($391.00) per trip for résidentiel uses; and 
One hundred nineteen dollars ($1 19.00) per trip for commercial uses; and 
One hundred nine dollars ($109.00) per trip for industrial/institutional uses. 

(c) The total fee payable for résidentiel, commercial and industrial/institutional uses shall be computed by multiplying 
the number of estimated new average daily trips generated by the proposed project times the fee per trip. 

(d) Calculation of new average daily trips. 

( I ) The most recently issued trip génération manuel published by the Institute of Transportation Engineers shell be 
used to détermine the everage daily trips for each proposed use. 

(2) If e project elters or replaces en existing legel project on the semé percel, the number of everege deily trips gen- 
ereted by the existing legel project will be deducted to detennine the net increese in average daily trips. The fee essessment 
will be besed on the net increase in everage daily trips for a particular site. 

Example for a gênerai retail use of four thousand (4,000) square feet, replecing existing uses genereting twenty (20) ever- 
ege deily trips, the fee would be: 

Gross Trips (lVISF=thousend squere feet) 

48trips/MSFx4MSF = +192 
20 existing trips = -20 

3 1 passby trips ^ -31 

Net New Trips 141 New Trips 

141 Net New Trips x $1 19/Trip = $16,779 

(e) Individuel nonresidential uses pennitted by the lend use plen other then in commerciel, industriel end institutionel 
land use catégories shell hâve roedwey improvement fées assigned besed upon recommendetions from the County depart- 
ment of trensportetion end public works. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001.) 

Sec. 26C-374. Alternative method and compliance with other laws. 

(e) Sections 26C-370 through 26C-379, inclusive, are intended to esteblish e supplementel method for fiinding the cost 
of certein facilities end services, the need for which will be genereted by the level end type of development proposed in So- 
nome County. The provisions of thèse sections shell not be construed to limit the power of the county to impose eny other 
fées or exections, but shall be in addition to eny other requirements which the county is euthorized to impose, or hes previ- 
ously imposed, as a condition of epproving plans, rezonings or other entitlements within Sonome County pursuent to stete 
end locel lews. 

(b) The development fées esteblished and referenced in this chepter ère necessary for the mitigation of significant im- 
pects which will be creeted by ftiture development in Sonome County. If, for eny reeson, eny portion of this chapter is chel- 
lenged in e court of compétent jurisdiction, such challenge mey constitute new informetion for purposes of CEQA which 
might, in turn, require edditionel environmentel review of development projects. The refusel to pay fées imposed herein 
represents e feilure on the part of the developer to participete in area-wide mitigation fées and mey constitute the besis for 
the county's refusel to meke e stetement of overriding consideretion in connection with eccumuletive enviromnental impects 
genereted by such project. 

(c) Rezonings in Sonome County ère subject to the condition subséquent thet the fées imposed by Sections 26C-370 
through 26C-379, inclusive, will be paid. Feilure to pey such fées shell resuit in a violation and entitle the county to pursue 
such remédies as may be available to it by law. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 2001 .) 

Sec. 26C-375. Projects exempt from fee requirements. 

(e) The fee provisions shell not apply to public agency projects (including spécial districts) which provide public infra- 
structure within the scope of the public agency's responsibilities. 
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(b) Development areas within the Sonoma Valley, Larkfield and Airport traffic mitigation fee ordinances shall be exempt 
from this chapter and shall instead pay the roadway development fées aheady established in those areas. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 
2001) 

Sec. 26C-376. Annual adjustment and review of fées. 

(a) On January 1 st of each year beginning in 1 995, the development fées imposed by Sections 26C-370 through 26C-379, 
inclusive, shall be adjusted by the department of transportation and public works by a percentage amount équivalent to the 
percentage change in the engineering news record construction cost index for the preceding twelve (12) month period. The 
amount of fee applicable to any permit shall be computed based on the fee in effect as of the date of department of permit 
and resource management' s approval of the building permit, or in those cases specified in Section 26C-377 , the fee in effect 
at the time for the department of permit and resource management's discretionaiy approval of the permit. 

(b) The board of supervisors shall review the adequacy of the development fées established herein at least once every 
three years or, if required or appropriate, more often than once every three (3) years. 

(c) The department of transportation and public works and the department of permit and resource management shall 
provide an annual report to the board of supervisors which spécifies: 

(1) Any change in the fee due to automatic annual adjustraents; 

(2) The status of the trust funds established to fund the development of public infrastructure in the countywide area; 
and 

(3) The status of any hnprovement projects financed in full or in part by such trust funds. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1 , 200 1 ) 

Sec. 26C-377. Timing of fee payments. 

(a) The fées imposed and required by Sections 26C-370 through 26C-379, inclusive, shall be paid when any of the 
foUowing county approval or permits are required: 

( 1 ) Department of permit and resource management's approval of building permits for new residential dwelling units 
on existing lots, including second dwelling units authorized pursuant to this chapter; 

(2) Those permits for which, prior to the issuance of a building permit, discretionary approval is required. Thèse 
permits include, but are not limited to, use permits, design review approvals, and major or minor subdivisions; and 

(3) Those zoning permits requiring discretionary approval which do not require a building permit. 

(b) The fées imposed and required by subsection (a)(l) of this section shall be paid as foUows: 

(1) The fee for those approvals referred to in subsection (a)(l) of this section shall be paid to the county prior to 
department of permit and resource management's approval of a building permit. 

(2) The fee for those permits and approvals referred to in subsection (a)(2) of this section shall be paid to the county 
prior to department of permit and resource management's approval of a building permit or issuance of the building permit, 
whichever occurs first. At the tune of the discretionary approval, the foUowing condition shall be imposed on the 
development: 

"Asa condition of the approval, applicant shall pay to the county of Sonoma those development fées required by Sections 
26C-370 through 26C-379, inclusive, of the Sonoma County Code. Such fées shall be paid prior to issuance of a building 
permit." 

Where the condition set forth above is to be placed on a major or minor subdivision, the condition shall be placed as a 
notation on the final or parcel map so that subséquent purchasers of lots within the subdivision will be on notice that fées 
will be required prior to the issuance of a building permit. 

(3) The fee for those permits referred to in subsection (a)(3) of this section shall be paid tp the county within thirty 
(30) days after the permit is approved. At the time of the discretionary approval, the foUowing condition shall be imposed: 

"As a condition of the approval, applicant shall pay to the county of Sonoma that development fee required by Sections 
26C-370 through 26C-379, inclusive, of the Sonoma County Code within thirty (30) days after approval of this permit. 
Failure to make this payment within thirty (30) days after approval of this permit shall resuit in said permit being rendered 
nuU and void." 

(c) No buUding permit or discretionary approval for property within Sonoma County shall be issued or approved unless 
the development fées for the property are paid as required by Sections 26C-372 through 26C-379, inclusive. (Ord. No. 53 18 
§1,2001) 
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Sec. 26C-378. Developer construction of oversized facilities. 

Whenever a developer is required, as a condition of approval of a development permit, to construct roadway facilities 
determined by the county to hâve supplemental size, length or capacity over that needed for the impacts of that development, 
and when such construction is necessary to ensure efficient and timely construction of the roadway facilities network, a 
reimbursement agreement with the developer and a crédit against the fee, which would otherwise be charged pursuant to this 
chapter on the development project, shall be offered. The reimbursement araounts shall not include the portion of the 
improvement needed to provide services or mitigate the need for the facility or the burdens created by the development. 
(Ord. No. 5318 §1,2001) 

Sec. 26C-379. Fee adjustments. 

(a) A developer of any project subject to the fee established by Sections 26C-370 through 26C-379, inclusive, may apply 
to the director of the permit and resource management department for a réduction or adjustment to the fee, or a waiver of that 
fee, based upon: (1) the absence of any reasonable relationship or nexus between the traffic and transportation impacts of 
that development and either the amount of the fee charged or the types of facilities to be financed; and/or (2) the 
development is sufficiently specialized such that the fee should be specially calculated so as to maintain a reasonable 
relationship between the type of the development project and the amount of the fee. 

The application shall be made in writmg and filed with the director of the permit and resource management department 
not later iban twenty (20) days prior to the public hearing on the development permit application for the project; or if no 
development permit is required, at the time of the filing of the request for a building permit. 

The application shall state in détail the factual basis for the claim of waiver, réduction or adjustment. The director of the 
permit and resource management department in consultation with the director of the department of transportation and pubUc 
Works shall consider the application and render a décision. If a réduction, adjustment or waiver is granted, any change of use 
with the project shall invalidate the waiver, adjustment or réduction of the fee. 

(b) In addition to the foregoing, a developer of any project subject to the fee established by Sections 26C-370 through 
26C-379, inclusive, may apply to the board of supervisors for a réduction or adjustment to that fee, or a waiver of that fee, 
otherwise due in the following case: 

(1) Situations where the board of supervisors détermines that the project development is a project eligible for direct 
county funding considération and, in lieu of such fimding, the board elects to waive or reduce the fee in an îmiount 
determined appropriate by the board in its sole discrétion. 

Any such application shall be made in writing and filed with the clerk to the board of supervisors not later than ten (10) 
days prior to the public hearing on the development permit application for the project; or if no development permit is 
required, at the time of the filing of the request for a building permit. The application shall state in détail the factual basis for 
the claim of waiver, réduction or adjustment. The board of supervisors shall consider the application at the public hearing on 
the permit application or at a separate hearing held within sixty (60) days after the filing of the fee adjustment application. 
The décision of the board of supervisors shall be final. If a réduction, adjustment or waiver is granted, any change of use 
within the project shall invalidate the waiver, adjustment or réduction of the fee. (Ord. No. 53 1 8 § 1, 2001) 

Article XXXVIII. Site Development and Erosion Control Standards. 
Sec. 26C-380A. Purpose. 

To préserve and protect sensitive areas through appropriate development guidelines when grading, fill, or construction is 
necessary. (Ord. No. 5318 § l, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-380. Application. 

The régulations contained in this article shall be the minmium requirements and shall apply within a sensitive area, 
riparian corridor, scenic corridor, critical habitat area or unique feature designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, and as 
defîned in this chapter. 
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Where the policies of the coastal plan apply to a development they shall take precedence over thèse standards. Where the 
policies and standards of the gênerai plan are more restrictive than those of the coastal plan or any of the standards below, 
the gênerai plan standards and policies shall apply. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-381. Exceptions. 

Site development and érosion control standards shall apply to ail new and existing uses permitted by Chapter 26C of the 
Sonoma County Code, with the following exceptions: 

(a) Altérations or additions exceeding neither twenty-five percent (25%) of the floor or site area; nor twenty-five percent 
(25%) of the market value of the structure(s) being altered or added as established by a licensed appraiser; or 

(b) Cumulative projects conducted after the effective date of this chapter that exceed the criteria in (a) above, shall be 
subject to this article. 

(c) Exceptions granted by a use permit. 

(d) Waivers, exceptions, or deletions adopted as part of the coastal plan or gênerai plan amendment approved by the 
board of supervisors. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-382. Site development standards. 

(a) Access roads, driveways, tumarounds. 

( 1 ) AU residential uses and ail other uses involving structures exceeding one thousand ( 1 ,000) square feet of floor area 
shall be served by an all-weather road or driveway adéquate to provide fire and emergency equipment access. 

(2) Ail required roads and driveways shall hâve a minimum cleared width of twelve feet (12') with an all-weather 
surface. 

(3) Required roads less than two (2) travel lanes in width shall include not less than one (1) tumout for each three 
hundred feet (300') of length. 

(4) Maximum permitted grade on required roads shall be fifteen percent ( 1 5%) providing that a variance permit may 
be issued to allow road grades up to twenty percent (20%) for distances not exceeding 250 feet in any single instance and not 
exceeding two hundred fifty feet (250') in each one thousand two hundred fifty feet (1,250) of total roadway when required 
by local topography. 

(5) Tumaround areas sufficient to accommodate fire and emergency equipment shall be provided adjacent to each 
residential structure and at the end of any dead-end roadways. Circular tumarounds shall be a minimum diameter of ninety 
feet (90*). Hsmmierhead configurations shall require minimum centerline radii of curvature of fifty feet (50'). 

(6) No required roads shall hâve a centerline radius of curvature of less than fifty feet (50'). 

(7) Ail weather surface on required roads shall utilize sufficient class I sub-base or class II base or équivalent native 
material to provide for unimpaired emergency equipment access during wet weather conditions. 

(8) Bridges and culverts shall be constructed to support a load of not less than twenty (20) tons with a surfaced travel 
land of not less than twelve feet (12'). 

(9) AU roads shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the grading, drainage, érosion and sédiment control 
standards of this chapter. 

(b) Water supply, storage, and distribution. 

( 1 ) Domestic water supply must be provided from either an approved public water System or from an indi vidual water 
supply System. 

(2) Individual water supply Systems shaU meet the following minimum standards: 

a. The water source shall yield a minimum flow of one ( 1 ) gallon per minute for a sustained period of not less than 
four (4) hours as tested between July 15th and October Ist. 

b. Individual water Systems utilizing water sources with a sustained yield of less than five (5) gallons per minute 
shaU include a minimum of four thousand (4,000) gallons of storage capacity. 

c. Water quality shall meet ail requirements of the environmental health department. 

d. Water distribution Systems shall meet the requirements of the latest édition of the uniform plumbing code 
adopted by the county. 

e. A minimum two thousand (2,000) gaUon water storage tank, swimming pool, or pond shaU be provided with two 
and one-half inch (2-1/2") National Standard thread with two and one-half inch (2-1/2") pipes, and should be accessible to 
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fire equipment. A plan for each tank must be submitted with building plans for thèse sites and installation will occur priorto 
final inspection. 

(c) Sewage disposai. 

( 1 ) Ail structures for human occupancy shall be served by a public sewage disposai System, an individual septic tank 
and leach line System, or an alternative sewage disposai System approved by the county health officer. 

(2) Proof of the availability of an approved means of sewage disposai shall be provided before the issuance of a 
building permit for any structure for human occupancy. 

(3) Septic tank and leach line Systems shall meet ail of the requirements of the county health officer and 
environmental health department adopted herein by référence. 

(d) Solid waste disposai. 

( 1 ) AU garbage, refuse, j unk, waste products, or other solid waste material shall be recycled, composted or deposited 
at an approved waste disposai site or transfer station. 

(2) Temporary storage of solid waste shall be out of view from public roads. 

(e) Toxic and flammable substances storage and handling. 

(1) Ail on-site fuel storage tanks and facilities shall be located and constructed according to the requirements of the 
applicable fire service agency. 

(2) AU pesticides, herbicides, and other agricultural chemicals shall be stored and handled in accordance with the 
requirements of the county agricultural commissioner. 

(3) Any commercial storage or use of toxic, corrosive, or flammable substances or substances issuing toxic fiimes and 
smoke upon buming shall require notification of the applicable fire service agency and adhérence to ail of the requirements 
of thèse agencies regarding storage, handling, and use of said substances. 

(4) Any commercial storage, transfer, use, or disposai of any radioactive substance excepting licensed médical 
facilities and académie institutions shall fîrst require a use permit. 

(f) Fire protection. 

(1) Ability to meet access and water supply storage and distribution standards shall be demonstrated prior to the 
issuance of any building permit. 

(2) Végétation and other flammable material shaU be cleared and maintained in accordance with ail the requirements 
of the applicable fire service agency. 

(3) Within any area designated extrême fire hazard in the gênerai plan or coastal plan, végétation and other 
combustible material clearance shall extend not less than one hundred fifly feet (150') on each side of any building or 
structure. 

(4) Every chimney or stovepipe that is attached to any fireplace, stove, or other device that bums any solid or liquid 
fuel shall be provided and maintained with an approved fire screen over the outlet. 

(5) AU buildings or structures located within areas designated as extrême fire hazards in the gênerai plan or coastal 
plan shall be constructed using fire proof or fire-resistant roofs. AU building projections including eaves, overhangs, 
canopies, balconies, decks, and unenclosed under-floor areas shall utilize suitable fire résistant constructions. 

(6) AU internai combustion engines operated in fire hazardous areas shall be equipped with approved spark arresters. 

(g) Energy conservation. 

(1) AU structures for human occupancy shall be located, sited, and oriented to achieve maximima solar exposure. 

(2) AU new residential development shall provide suitable space and clothesline faciUties to enable résidents to dry 
their clothes using the sun. Such clothesline facilities shall be convenient to washing facilities and oriented so as to receive 
sufficient sun to dry clothes throughout the day and throughout the year. 

(3) Any covenant, restriction, or condition contained in any deed, contract, security instrument, or other instrument 
affecting the transfer or sale of or any interest in real property which prohibits the instaUation or use of clotheslines in any 
residential zone is void and unenforceable. Restrictions may be placed on the location of clotheslines, so long as access to 
the sun is not restricted. 

(4) AU new swimming pool construction shall include a solar energy System as the primary means of pool heating. 

(5) Variances fi-om setback and height restrictions may be granted when shown essential for the opération of a solar 
energy system or the proper orientation of a passive solar building. 

(6) No sign or advertising structure shall be illuminated between the hours of ten p.m. and six a.m. excepting 
commercial enterprises while open for business. 

(h) Noise. 

(Revised 6-02) 26C- 1 96 



• 



• 



§ 26C-382 COASTAL ZONING § 26C-382 

Ail development shall comply with the gênerai plan noise standards and policies. 
(i) Airquality. 

( 1 ) Ail potential projects resulting in the discharge of air pollutants shall demonstrate the ability to meet the air quality 
standards of the appropriate air pollution control district prior to the issuance of any grading or building permits. 

(2) Ail required roads shall be sufficiently rocked or paved and maintained as necessary to control dust. 

(3) Non-paved roads subject to heavy traffic shall be managed so as to control dust. 
(j) Landscaping and végétation. 

(1) Native végétation shall be retained, protected, and supplemented to the maximum extent possible. 

(2) Fuel wood harvesting, except timber stand improvement, shall be conducted on a sustained yield basis. Harvested 
areas shall be protected from grazing until restocking is assured. Replanting shall be required whenever root sprouting fails 
to re-establish the initial native végétation density. 

(3) Landscaping, screening, and windbreaks shall utilize native species to the maxûnum extent possible, 
(k) Drainage and flooding. 

( 1 ) Projects which involve any of the drainage altérations, ponding, or filling activities listed below must be approved 
by the Sonoma County Water Agency before commencing opérations. Activities included are those which: 

a. Impair or impede or obstruct the natural flow of storm waters or other water running in a defined channel, natural 
or man-made, or cause or permit the obstruction of any such channel; 

b. Deposit any material in such channel; 

c. Alter the surface of land so as to reduce the capacity of such channel; 

d. Construct, alter, or repair any storm water drainage structure, facility, or channel without first obtaining a permit 
therefor, as herein provided; 

e. Impair the use of any easement dedicated for drainage purposes; 

f. Construct, alter, or repair any storm water drainage structure, facility, or channel without first obtaining a permit 
therefor, as herein provided; 

g. Impair the use of any easement dedicated for drainage purposes; 

h. Place any material along the sides of any defmed channel or so close to the side of said channel as to cause such 
material to be carried away by flood waters passing through such charmel; 

i. Construct any structure within one hundred feet ( 1 00') of the top of any embankment, natural or man-made which 
defines a channel, except structures constructed on a lot in a subdivision where the flood hazard has been found to be remote 
in the review of the Sonoma County Water Agency; 

j. Deposit any material which contains paper, bottles, cans, lumber, garbage, organic matter, or other material 
which will not readily become an intégral part of said channel side. 

(2) Dams constructed for the purpose of impounding water when designed or approved by an agency of the fédéral 
govemment or of the state of Califomia or when subject to review and approval by the State of Califomia Department of 
Water Resources, pursuant to Part 1 of Division 3 of the Califomia Water Code shall be exempt from Sonoma County Water 
Agency approval. 

(3) Sédiment basins, settling ponds, ditches, levées, dikes, cul verts, and other structures £is well as érosion control and 
streambank protection measures shall be in accordance with recommendations and standards presented in and herein adopted 
by référence: "Erosion and Sédiment Control Handbook" and "Flood Control Design Criteria" Perry Y. Amimoto, Sonoma 
County Water Agency, Califomia Division of Mines and Geology, Revised Edition, 1973, State Department of 
Conservation, 1978. 

(1) Géologie hazards. 

(1) AU uses subject to the requirements of the Alquist-Priolo Spécial Studies Zone Act for protection from fault 
rupture hazard shall demonstrate compliance prior to issuance of any use permit, building permit, or other entitlement. 

(2) Ail stmctures for human occupancy including mobile homes shall be designed and constmcted to withstand 
without major stmctural damage groundshaking resulting from the maximum crédible earthquake event for the area as 
specified in the Division of Mines and Geology Spécial Report 120 and adopted herein by référence. 

(3) No structure for human occupancy shall be placed within the Tsunami Hazard zone as specified in the Division of 
Mines and Geology Spécial Report 120. 

(4) Any stmcture for human occupancy proposed for constmction within any area designated in the Division of Mines 
and Geology Spécial Report 120 as slope stability catégories "Landslides", C or Bf shall require review and approval of ail 
grading, site préparation, drainage, and foundation plans by a registered engineering geologist. 
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(m) Riparian corridors. 

(1) Ail clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill, or construction within a riparian corridor designated in the 
gênerai plan or coastal plan shall first require a use permit. 

(2) Use permits for development within designated riparian corridors shall not be approved except when it can be 
determined that no reasonable alternative means of accomplishing the project objectives outside of the riparian corridor can 
be found. 

(3) Use permits shall specify by condition the location and extent of végétation to be disturbed, grading, filling or 
excavation permitted, roads, walkways or structures permitted, bank protection measures, érosion control measures, and 
revegetation requirements. 

(4) No building materials, abandoned vehicles, junk, garbage, or other solid waste shall be stored within any riparian 
corridor designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(5) No pesticides, liquid fuels, or other toxic substances shall be sorted or applied within any riparian corridor 
designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(6) Végétation removal in conjunction with permitted development shall be minimized and in no case shall resuit in 
the disruption of more than ten percent (10%) of the tree canopy per one hundred (100) linear feet of designated riparian 
corridor. 

(7) Grading, filling, excavation, or construction in conjunction with permitted development shall not diminish or 
divert any stream flow or resuit in any increase in bank instability or érosion. Erosion and siltation controls as reconmiended 
in the Erosion and Sédiment Control Handbook, Perry Amimoto, Division of Mines and Geology, 1978, shall be required. 

(8) Any roadway, stream crossing, walkway, or structure located within a riparian corridor designated in the gênerai 
plan or coastal plan shall be designed and constructed in accordance with ail standards and requirements of the Sonoma 
County Water Agency. No building shall be located doser to the top of the bank of any water course than a distance equal to 
two and one-half (2 1/2) times the depth of the channel plus thirty feet (30') as determined and approved by the Sonoma 
County Water Agency. 

(9) Intermittent stream crossing may be by means of culverts. Ail stream crossings shall be approved by the Sonoma 
County Water Agency and the State Department Of Fish And Game prior to the issuance of any grading or building permits. 

(10) Dams and water impoundments shall be exempt from the riparian standards of this chapter with plans prepared 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, soil conservation service, and approved by the local soil conservation district. 

(n) Wetlands. 

( 1 ) No removal of native végétation, grading, fill, excavation, dredging, construction, damming or diversion of natural 
water flow shall be permitted in any marsh or wetland designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(2) Grazing within marshes or wetlands designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan shall be prohibited except as 
conducted and managed as provided in any officiai farm plan prepared by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil 
Conservation Service, and approved by the local soil conservation district. 

(3) New development adjacent to wetlands designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan shall be designed and 
constructed to avoid any érosion or sédiment transport into the wetland. 

(4) No removal of native végétation, grading, fill, excavation, or construction of any roads or structures shall be 
permitted within one hundred feet (100') of any wetlands designated in the gênerai plan or coastal plan. 

(o) Critical habitat. 

( 1 ) AU clearing of végétation, grading, excavation, fill, or construction within a critical habitat area designated in the 
gênerai plan or coastal plan shall first require a use permit. 

(2) Use permits for development within designated critical habitat areas shall not be approved except when it can be 
determined that no reasonable alternative means of accomplishing the project objectives outside of the critical habitat area 
can be found. 

(3) Use permits shall specify by condition the location and extent of végétation to be disturbed; grading, filling or 
excavation permitted; roads, walkways, or structures permitted; érosion control measures, revegetation requirements and 
acceptable timing for each aspect of the project. 

(4) Prior to approval of a use permit for development within a designated critical habitat area, a biological or other 
scientific study may be required to détermine the tolérance of the affected species to the proposed development. 

(p) Unique Features. 

( 1 ) Ail removal of végétation, grading, fill, excavation, or construction within a unique feature area designated in the 
coastal plan shall first require a use permit. 
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(2) Use pennits for development within designated unique feature areas shall not be approved except when it can be 
determined that no reasonable alternative means of accomplishing the project objectives outside of ttie unique feature area 
can be found. 

(3) Use permits shall specify by condition the location and extent of végétation to be disturbed; grading, filling, or 
excavation permitted; roads, walkways, or structures permitted; and spécifie measures to be undertaken to protect and 
enhance the unique feature area. 

(4) Prior to approval of a use permit for development within a designated unique feature area, an archaeological or 
biological or other scientific study may be required to détermine the sensitivity of the unique feature area to disturbance and 
means of reducing or mitigating the impact of the project on the unique feature to the maximum feasible extent. 

(5) If, during development, subsurface archaeological materials are uncovered, work shall be halted temporarily and a 
qualified archaeologist contacted to evaluate the fmds. Such archaeological materials include but are not limited to milling 
equipment, obsidian or chert artifacts and waste flakes, bone, shell, human graves, structure foundations, and/or historié 
period items such as old bottles and ceramics. 

(q) Scenic corridor. 

(1) Ten (10) scenic corridors hâve been identified in the coastal plan. The extent of land visible from the scenic 
corridors hâve been mapped on the coastal visual resource maps incorporated by référence and on file in the permit and 
resource management department. 

(2) AU new development shall conform with coastal plan visual resource élément recommendations, applicable scenic 
view protection policies and policies related to landform and végétation catégories, or subsequently approved area design 
guidelines. 

(3) Design review for ail new development to be required in accordance with the procédures described in the coastal 
plan visual resource élément and coastal administrative manual. 

(4) Coastal permits for development within designated scenic corridors shall not be approved except when it can be 
determined that the development will: 

a. Create a consistent visual relationship with surrounding development and with the natural terrain and végétation; 

b. Require minimum grading and végétation removal; 

c. Not significantly obstruct existing public views; 

d. Utilize native plants for required landscaping; 

e. Utilize building material colors and textures complementaiy to the natural landscape; 

f. Harmonize with the design characteristics of surrounding development; 

g. Minimize outdoor lighting, shielding it sufficiently to assure no glare toward residential areas or roadways. 
(r) Water quality. 

(1) Ail uses shall comply with the requirements £ind régulations of the appropriate régional water quality control 
board. New uses requiring régional water quality board approval of discharge standards shall submit proof of such approval 
prior to issuance of any grading or building permits. 

(2) Storage of pesticides, herbicides, liquid fuels, and/or other potentially toxic substances shall require use of a 
containment structure capable of preventing said substances from entering into any waterway or percolating into any 
groundwater. 

(3) Subsurface disposai or reinjection of any liquid waste into the earth excepting approved septic and leach line 
Systems shall require a use permit. (Ord. No. 5318 § 1, 2001) 

Sec. 26C-383. Erosion control. 

(a) Grading. 

AU section références in this section refer to the "Erosion and Sédiment Control Handbook" adopted by référence herein. 
( 1 ) Except as indicated below, no person shall commence or perform any grading or filling or clearing of végétation 
without having first obtained a grading permit: 

a. The excavation does not exceed four feet (4') in vertical depth at its deepest point measured from the original 
surface and does not exceed two hundred (200) square feet in area. 

b. The fin does not exceed three feet (3') in vertical height at its highest point measured from the natural ground 
surface and does not cover more than two hundred (200) square feet in îu-ea. 

c. Exploratory excavations do not exceed an aggregate area of two hundred (200) square feet. 
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d. An excavation below finished grade for basements and footings of a building if authorized by a valid building 
permit. This exception does not affect the requirement of a grading permit for any fîll made with the material from such 
excavation. 

e. Clearing of végétation does not exceed one thousand (1,000) square feet in area. 

f. Use of land is for gardening primarily for home consumption. 

g. Agricultural use of land that is operated in accordance with a farm conservation plan approved by the resource 
conservation district or when it is determined by the resource conservation district that such use will not cause excessive 
érosion or sédiment losses. 

(2) Graduig opérations shall be conducted so as to prevent damaging effects of sédiment production and dust on the 
site and on adjoining properties. 

(b) Sédiment control. 

(1) Sédiment shall be retained on the site (Section 90). 

(2) Sédiment basins, sédiment traps, or similar sédiment control measures shall be installed before extensive clearing 
and grading opérations begin. 

(c) Native végétation. . 

(1) In no event shall the native végétative ground cover be destroyed, removed, or disturbed more than fifteen (15) 
days prior to grading unless otherwise approved by the engineer representing the permit-issuing authority. 

(2) When végétation must be removed, the method shall be one that will minimize the erosive effects from the 
removal (Sections 10 and 30). 

(3 ) Exposure of soil to érosion by removing végétation shall be limited to the area required for immédiate construction 
opérations. 

(d) Control ofnmoff. 
( 1 ) Provisions shall be made to control the increased runoff caused by changed soil and surface conditions during and 

after development (Sections 40 through 100). 

(2) To prevent excess runoff the rate of surface water runoff shall be structurally retarded (Sections 90 and 100). 

(3) Each applicant requesting permission to make any surface changes shall be required to: 

a. Collect on-site surface runoff and dispose of it at nonerosive velocities to a point of discharge into the common 
natural watercourse of the drainage area. 

b. Handle existing and potential off-site runoff through the development by designing for storm runoff from a fiiUy 
developed area upstream. 

c. Pay his proportionate share of the total cost of off-site érosion and sédiment control improvements to the 
common natural watercourse based on a fiiUy developed drainage area. 

d. Provide and install at his expense ail drainage, érosion, and sédiment control practices (temporary and 
permanent) required by the érosion and sédiment control handbook herein adopted by référence. 

e. Retain sédiment being transported by runoff water on-site through the use of sédiment basins, silt traps, or 
similar measures, 

(4) Concentration of surface water runoff shall only be permitted in swales or watercourses. 

(5) In order to prevent poUuting discharges from occurring, approved érosion and sédiment control devices shall be 
required for ail gradmg and filling. Control devices and measures which may be required include but are not limited to the 
following: 

a. Energy absorbing devices to reduce the velocity ofnmoff water (Section 100). 

b. Sédimentation controls such as sédiment débris basins and sédiment traps. Any trapped sédiment shall be 
removed to a disposai site approved by the perrait-issuiag authority (Section 90). 

c. Dispersai of water runoff from developed areas over large undisturbed areas. 

d. Multiple discharge points to reduce the volume ofnmoff over localized areas. 

(e) Slope construction. 

(1) Both eut and fîll slopes shall not be steeper than two-to-one (2:1) unless a thorough geological and engineering 
analysis indicates that steeper slopes are safe and érosion confrol measures are specified. 

(2) Slopes shall not be constructed so as to endanger or disturb adjoining property. 

(f) Slope surface stabilization. 

(1) Temporary mulching, seeding, or other suitable stabilization measures shall be used to protect exposed critical ^^ 

areas during construction or other land disturbance (Sections 20 and 30). ^^É 
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(2) Earth or paved interceptors and diversions shall be installed at the top of eut or fill slopes where there is a poten- 
tial for surface runoff (Section 40). 
(g) Protection ofwatercourses. 

(1) Fills shall not encroach on natural watercourses or constructed channels. 

(2) Fills placed against watercourses shall hâve suitable protection against érosion during flooding. 

(3) Grading equipment shall not cross or disturb stream channels. 

(4) Excavated materials shall not be deposited or stored in or alongside the river or watercourses where the materials 
can be washed away by high water or stonn runoff. 

(h) Disposai ofcleared végétation. 

Végétation removed during clearing opérations shall be disposed of as follows: 

(1) Chipping ail or some of the cleared végétation for use as mulch or compost on the site (Section 30). 

(2) Buming so thorough that the materials are reduced to ashes. No logs, branches, or chan-ed pièces shall be perniit- 
ted to remain. Buming shall comply with local air pollution régulations. 

(3) Disposing the balance of the material in a manner and at a location approved by the permit-issuing authority. 
()) Disposai of excavated materials. 

Excavated materials removed during grading opérations shall be disposed of as follows: 

(1) Stockpiling ail or some of the topsoil on the site for use on areas to be revegetated. 

(2) Locating stockpiled soil so that if érosion occurs it would not become a source for off-site sédiment damage. 

(3) Stockpiling soil far enough from streams or drainageways that surface runoff cannot carry sédiment downstream. 

(4) Stockpiling material from trenches and pits on the upslope side of the excavations. 

(5) Promptly backfilling and compacting stockpiled soil into trenches and pits to reduce the risk of érosion. 

(6) Applying mulch or other protective coverings on stockpiled material which will be exposed throUgh the winter 
season or which faces a high risk of intensive summer rains (Section 30). 

(7) Removal of excavated material not be used at the site to a location approved by the permit-issuing authority. 
(Ord. No. 5318§ 1,2001.) 

Article XXXIX. Requests for Reasonable Accommodations Under the Pair Housing Acts 

Sec. 26C-390. Purpose. 

This section provides a procédure to request reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities seeking equal access 
to housing under the Fédéral Fair Housing Act and the Califomia Fair Employment and Housing Act (the Acts) in the appli- 
cation of zoning laws and other land use régulations, policies and procédures. (Ord. No. 5429 § 8, 2003.) 

Sec. 26C-391 Applicability. 

A request for reasonable accommodation may be made by any person with a disability, or by an entity acting on behalf of 
a person or persons with disabilities to provide or secure equal access to housing, when the application of a zoning law or 
other land use régulation, policy or practice acts as a barrier to fair housing opportunities. A person with a disability is a per- 
son who has a physical or mental impairment that limits or substantially limits one or more major life activities; anyone who 
is regarded as having such impairment; or anyone who has a record of such impairment. This section is intended to apply to 
those persons who are defmed as disabled under the Acts. 

A request for reasonable accommodation may include a modification or exception to the rules, standards and practices for 
the siting, development and use of housing or housing-related facilities that would eliminate regulatory barriers and provide 
a person with a disability with equal opportunity to housing of their choice. Requests for reasonable accommodation shall be 
made in the manner prescribed by Section 26-93-030. (Ord. No. 5429 § 8, 2003.) 
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Sec. 26C-392. Application requirements. 

(a) Application. Requests for reasonable accommodation shall be submitted on an application fonn provided by tiie plan- 
ning department, or in the form of a letter to the deputy director of planning, and shall contain the following information: 

(I ) The applicant's name, address and téléphone number; 

(2) The Street address and assessor's parcel number of the property for which the request is being made; 

(3) The current actual use of the property; 

(4) The basis for the daim that the individual (or group of individuals, if application is made by an entity acting on 
behalf of a person or persons with disabilities) is considered disabled under the Acts; 

(5) The zoning law, provision, régulation or policy from which reasonable accommodation is being requested; 

(6) Why the requested accommodation is necessary to make the spécifie property accessible to the individual or 
group of individuals. 

(b) Concurrent Review. If the project for which the request for reasonable accommodation is being made also requires 
some other discretionary approval, then the applicant may file the request concurrently with the application for discretionary 
approval. (Ord. No. 5429 § 8, 2003.) 

Sec. 26C-393. Review authority and procédure. 

(a) Director. Requests for reasonable accommodation shall be reviewed by the planning director, or his/her désignée, if 
no approval is sought other than the reasonable accommodation request. The director or his/her désignée shall make a written 
detennination within forty-five (45) days and either grant, grant with modifications or deny a request for reasonable accom- 
modation in accordance with Section 26-93-050. 

(b) Other Review Authority. Requests for reasonable accommodation submitted for concurrent review with another dis- 
cretionary land use application shall be reviewed by the authority reviewing the discretionary land use application. The ap- 
plicable review authority shall make a written détermination and either grant, grant with modifications or deny a request for 
reasonable accommodation in accordance with Secfion 26-93-050. (Ord. No. 5429 § 8, 2003.) 

Sec. 26C-394. Findings and décision. 

(a) Findings. The written décision to grant, grant with modifications or deny a request for reasonable accommodation 
will be consistent with the Acts and shall be based on considération of the following: 

(1 ) Whether the housing which is the subject of the request will be used by an individual or a group of individuals 
considered disabled under the Acts, and that the accommodation requested is necessary to make spécifie housing available to 
the individual or group of individuals with (a) disability(ies) under the Acts; 

(2) Whether there are alternative reasonable accommodations available that would provide an équivalent level of 
benefit, or if alternative accommodations would be suitable based on the circumstances of this particular case; 

(3) Whether the requested reasonable accommodation would impose an undue financial or administrative burden on 
the county; 

(4) Whether the requested reasonable accommodation would be consistent with the gênerai plan land use désigna- 
tion of the property which is the subject of the reasonable accommodation request, and with the gênerai purpose and intent in 
the applicable zoning district; 

(5) Whether the requested reasonable accommodation substantially affects the physical attributes of the property. 

(b) Conditions of Approval. In granting a request for reasonable accommodation, the reviewing authority may impose 
any conditions of approval deemed reasonable and necessary to ensure that the reasonable accommodation would comply 
with the findings required in Subsection (a) of this section. (Ord. No. 5429 § 8, 2003.) 

Sec. 26C-395. Appeal of détermination. 

A detennination by the reviewing authority to grant, grant with modifications, or deny a request for reasonable accommo- 
dation may be appealed pursuant to Section 26-92-040 of this code. (Ord. No. 5429 § 8, 2003.) 
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HERITAGE OR LANDMARK TREES 

CHAPTER26D 
HERITAGE OR LANDMARK TREES 



§ 26D-1 Geneial Provisions. 

§ 26D-2 Définitions. 

§ 26D-3 ApidicaMIity. 

§ 26D-4 Désignation of bezitage or lanàmazk. txees. 

§ 26D-5 Pennit piocessisg procedoxes. 

§ 26D^ Exemptions. 

§ 26D-7 Enfatcement 

Sec. 26D-1. General provisions. 

This chîçter shall be known and may be cited as the Sonoma Coonty Héritage or Landma± Tree Ordinance. 
Uniess atherwix exempt under this chapter, any person or entity prqposing to remove or damage a héritage or 
landmaik tree shall obtain a irce permit (Ord. No. 3651 § 1 (part), 1986.) 

Sec. 26D-2. Définitions. 

**Circamference'' means tnmk circmnference measured at four and <x»e-half feet (4y2') above the ground. For trees which 
aie multi-stemmed above this height, measmement inclades aie circumference of two (2) or more tnmks if combined 
are eqoal to or great^ than aie minimum size stipulated. 

"Dmnage^ means signiôcant injuiy to the root System or other paxts of a tiee including buming, ^rplication of toxic 
substances, damaging tiirough ccmtact with equipment or machinery, changing the natuial grade, compacting the soil 
witiiin the diipline, int^oing with the normal water requirements of the tree, trenching or excavating wiâiin the drip 
line, or rnnoving more than one-third QM) of the live wood. 

*l>iameter^ means tnmk diameter measured at four and one-iialf feet (4^h') above the ground. 

*l>ripline'' means the area cieated by e}ctending a vertical line from the outeimost portion of tiie limb canopy to the 
ground. 

"Iferitage tree" means a tree or groye of trees so designated by the Sonoma County boaid of sqpervisors becanse of 
historical interest or signifîcance. 

*Tandmaik tree" means a tiee or grove of trees so designated by the Sonoma County board of supervisons because 
of its outstanding chaiacteristics in terms of size, âge, laiity, sh^)e or location. 

"Topping" means élimination of the upper tw«ity-five percent (25%) or more of a tree's trunk or main leader. 

'Tree" means a large woody plant which ordinarily has a central trunk and at maturity exceeds a height of fourteen 
feet (140. (Ord. No. 3651 § 1 (part), 1986.) 

Sec. 26D-3. Appficabîiity. 

This chaptsr zppUss to any person or entity in Sonoma County, including County Agencies. 
This chapter protects héritage or iandmark trees. 

No person shall remove a héritage ot landinaris: tree without obtaining a tree permit as outlined in Section 26D-5 and 
as exempted under Section 26D-6. (Ord. No. 3651 § 2, 1986.) 

Sec. 26D-4. Désignation of iierttage or landmarlc trees. 

A tree may be nominated for héritage or landmaik status by the director of the planning department Any person may 
lequest the planning director to consider any particular tree or trees for nomination. A form for this poipose is available 
at the planning dqjartment After nomination by the plaruiing director, the plarming department shall notify the property 
owner of record, as shown on the latest assessor's roll, by certified mail. 
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The planning director mnst receive written ^proval frtHn the property owner that the tree or trees may be designated 
as a héritage or landmaric tree. If the property owner accepts the désignation, staff shall make an inspection of the site 
and detennîne wtether the tTee(s) meets the criteria of héritage or landmaik status. If the criteria are met, acticHi will 
be tak&n to designate tfie tFee(s) as a héritage or landmark tiee. 

The board of siipervisors shall be the decision-making body designating Sonoma County héritage or landmaxk trees. 
A notice shall be lecorded with the Sonoma Coimty recorder's office staîing, "NOTICE OF HERITAGE OR LAND- 

MARK TREE DESIGNATION" — The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors, by Resolution 

has designated a Iferitage or Landmaik Tree on certain real propeity described below and has caused this Notice to be 
recorded with the Comity Recorder. 

L Description of Real Propwty — Officiai Record of Sonoma County Document # 

u. Owners of Real Property" 

Notice to Property Owners. To remove or damage a designated héritage or landmaik tree, a tree permit shall be 
obtained, unless otherwise exempted, as oudined in this chapto^ of the Sonoma County Code. 

If the designated tree is on land with timbCT harvest potential a copy of die boaid of supervisors' résolution shall be 
sent to the Califcmia Department of Forestry with the request that the tree be protected if a timber harvest plan is filed. 

To remove a designated héritage or landmaik tree, a tree permit ^lall be obtained, unless oûierwise ex^npted. (Ord. 
No. 3651 § 3, 1986.) 

Sec. 26D-5. Pennit processing procédures. 

(a) In any situation which requires rénovai of or posâble damage to a héritage or landmark tree or trees, including 
application for a building, grading or démolition permit, a tree permit application must be filed. 

(b) The f ollowing are the stq)s involved in obtaining such a p^mit 

(1) Formai Application. 

i. The applicant shall provîde a ccHupleted ^plication form, assessors' parcel m^, location m^ (U.S.G.S. 
m^), a site plan and three (3) photogr^hs of the héritage or landmaik tree(s) taken from différent angles. The site plan 
^lall be drawn in a scale of one inch (l'O^equals forty feet (40') or an acceptable numerically larg^ scale (ex. one inch 
(O equals fifty feet (500 ^ ^^ planning deparhnent showing the height, spedes, diameter and location of ail h^tage 
trees; 

u. The name, address and phone number of tiie applicant, and the owner of record of the land on which the 
tree cutting is prqposed; 

iii. The written consent of the owner of record of such land, if such owner is a perscMi other than such 
applicant; 

iv. The raricHiale for tiie request; 

V. If at any time in the past an ^jplication to remove any of tiie same héritage or landmark trees has been 
denied, why and wh^i and how is the présent î^lication any différent? 

(2) Application Review. On receipt of an ^jplication for a tree pennit, the planning department shall review the 
application for accuracy and compleieness and, if necessary, will make an inspection of the project site, to be within 
fifteen (15) woïking days. 

(3) The s^licant shaU be issued a summary notice to be posted on a pôle or tree or fence nearest to the front 
of the loL Copies shall be posted on each corner of the lot or site visible to the pubhc. The notice will state, "Application 
has been made to the Plaïuiing Dqjartment to eut and/or damage certain trees on this site, previously described in a Board 
of Supervisors résolution as a Landmark or Héritage Tree. A copy of the tree removal plan is on file with the Planning 
Department 

If any person has any comment or objections, they should be made to: 

Sonoma County Planning Department, 575 Administration Drive, Room 105-A, Santa Rosa, Califomia 95401-2885, 
by (date) (15 working days from day of posting pennit). AU conwnents and objections received by 
this date will be considered- This application is for Tree Permit Number ." 

The applicant shall post the copies of tiie summary notice within two (2) days after receiving the posters for the 
application for a tree permiL The notices shall not be removed for fifteen (15) working days thereafter. The applicant 
shall submit an affidavit that the posting has been done. The project may not begin until aften 
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L The fifteen (15) woridng days hâve passed; and 

ii The tree permit has been issaed; and 

iîi. The tree pennit is posted in plain view of the site before and v^iile the project is under way. 

(4) The applicant shall pay the fee established by the fee schednle (unless the applicant is a connty department 
in which case thMe is no fee) for tree pennit leview. Public agencies must also foUow the above mies; posting at the 
site of tiie proposed project and allowing for public commet etc., (except for tiees which hâve fallen ix., emergency 
tree ramoval). 

(5) Application Détermination. Based on the lequîred application information and any odier infonnation, the 
planning diiêctor shall ^jprove, condition oc daiy the application. In approving a tree pennit, the diiector shall impose 
conditions to ensme that proper preservaticMi techniques are employed. 

(c) The applicant shall be notifîed by mail of the director's décision. The décision of the director shall become final 
and effective t»i (10) calendar days af^ the date of the diiecttir's detennination letter provided no sppeai of the action 
taken has been fîled. Appeals of the detennination shall be heazd diiectïy by the Sonoma Comty boaxd of snpervisors. 
If a lecognized tree is to be lemoved, ail notices in référence to the tree shall be removed. 

(d) A tree permit allowing removal or damage of a héritage or landmaik tree shall be approved only if one or more 
of tiie following criteria are met: 

(1) That tiie tree was dead or was likely to promote tiie spread of insects or diseases; 

(2) To ensure the public safety as it relates to the heaith of the tree, potential hazard to life or piopeity, proximity 
to existing cr ^Hoposed stractures, and/or heaith and welfare of the gênerai public. 

(3) That tiie presence of the tree or trees créâtes an umeasonable négative économie impact on tiie propeity. 

(e) A fînding of any one of the following situations is grounds for déniai: 

(1) Removal or damage of a healthy tree could be avdded by: 
(ï) Reasonable ledesign of the site plan, prior to construction; 

Of) Tiimnûng, thinning, tree surgery or other reasonable treatment, as determined by the planning director. 

(2) Adéquate provisions for drainage, érosion control, land stabUity, windscreoi, buffers along the load and 
between neighbors hâve not been.made where such problems are anticipated as a resuit of the removal. 

(3) The tree to be removed contains an active bird nest of a rare and endangored spedes and relocation of the 
nest is not possible. 

(f) Any peison applying for a develoi^nrat pennit in S(Hioma Coun^ for a site that has one or more héritage or 
laudmadc trees shall attempt to protect and préserve said trees. The planning department has information available to 
aid in the préservation. Some of the measures deemed necessary may include any of the following: 

(1) Before tiie start of any clearing, excavation, constniction or other woik on the site, eveiy héritage or landmaik 
tree deemed to be endangered by said site wotk shall be securely fniced off at the protected p^imeter, which shall be 
either ihe dripline or other limits as may be established by the pennit reviewer. Such fences shall remain in place for 
duraticm of ait sadi work. A scheme shall be established for die removal and disposai of brush, earth and other débris 
as to avoid injury to any héritage or iandmaik tree. AU héritage or landmark trees to be removed shall be cieaily maiked. 

(2) Where proposed develoixnent or other site woik is to encroach upon tiie perimet^ of a héritage or landmaik 
tiee, spécial measuies shall be incoiporated to allow the roots to obtain oxygen, water and nutzients as needed. Tree 
weUs or other techniques may be used where advisable. Any excavation, cutting, fîlling or compaction of the existing 
ground surface within the pioiected perimeter shall be mimmized. No adverse significant change in existing ground level 
shall occur within the dripline of the héritage or landraaii: tree. No buming or use of equipment witii an open flame 
shall occur near ot within the protected perimeter (excq)t for anthodzed ccHitrolled bums). 

(3) No storage or dumping of oil, gas, Chemicals or otiier substances tiiat may be harmful to trees shall occur 
within the dripline of any héritage or landmaik trees, or any other location on the site Êrom ^i^ch such substances might 
enter the dripline. No construction materials shall be stored within the dripline. 

(4) If any damage to a héritage or landmark tree should occur during or as a resnlt of work on the site, the 
contractor, builder or owner shall promptly notify the department of planning of such damage. If such tree cannot be 
preserved in a healthy state, the planning department shall require replacement of any héritage or landmaik tree removed 
with another tree or trees on the same site deaned adéquate to compensate for the loss of the tree that is removed. 

(5) If any xelated penmits are denied, the tree pennit shall be withheld. 
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(6) The ^^licant shall make an efibrt to achieve a design which will acconunodate any jeopardized héritage or 
iandmaik tree or trees. 

(7) When an ^:plicadon is made to sobdiviâe a large tract on which héritage or landmaik trees grow, the site 
plan shall show ail héritage (x landmaik tiees and an attempt will be made to divide tiie lots in such a way that tiie trees 
m2sy be saved. 

(8) Road and lot grattes should not be changed to a degree that woiild jeopardize héritage or landmaik trees on 
site, when possible. 

(9) Underground trenching for utilities shall avoid major tree roots. If avoidance is impractical, tunnels shall be 
made below major roots. Trenches should be consoIidated to service as many units as possible. Avoid trenching within 
the drq)line of heâiagQ or landmari: trees when possible. 

(10) Bad£l]ing with eaith or rockaround héritage orlandmark tree trunks shall only be pennitted if ap pi op i i ate 
backfîlling standards are foUowed. 

(11) Avoid paving with either coicrete or asjdialt over the loot Systems or at least within tiie diipline when 
possible. 

(12) Significant compaction within the dripline shall be avoided when possible. 

(13) Caution shaU be used when placing a s^tic System and/or leacMine on tiie uphill side of a héritage or 
landmaric tree. (Ord. No. 3651 § 4, 1986.) 

Sec. 26D-6. Exemptions. 

The provisions of âiis chapter are not applicable to the following and no pennit or compliance is reqoired. This chuter 
does not reqoire a pomit for trimming, pnming or maintenance of héritage or landmaxk trees as long as there is no 
damage to the tree and tiiœ is no violation of any |KOvisions of this chapt^. 

(a) Trees within incoipcHated dty limits; 

(b) Commercial timb» opoaâcms on jxivate land subject to the Z'berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973. (Chapter 
8 of Division 4 of the Pablic Resources Code) Refer to Section 26D-4; 

(c) Removal of trees on lands owned by the United States of America or the state of Califcnnia; 

(d) Removal of any tree when such lemoval is authorized by the CaHfomia Department of Forestiy; 

(e) Removal of any tree when authorized by other ordinances or laws of the county of Sonoma, the state of Califomia, 
or the Urated States of America; 

(f) In the case of an em^'gency whœ a tree is in a hazardous, àang&coiis or unhealthy condition so as to endanger 
iife, prqpoty or other members of its own species, any members of the sheriffs dq)artment, fire department, county 
depaitmoit of agriculture, department of public woiks, water agoicy or aie planning éspastm&nt may authoiize lemoval 
of such trees; 

(g) Any utility ccxnpany licensed by tiie CalifOTnia Public Utilities Commission is exempt from the requirement of 
obtaining a pennit so that they or their ag^its may maintain the required clearance around power lines. (Ord. No. 3651 
§ 5, 1986.) 

Sec. 26D-7 Enforcement. 

The planning department shall enforce the provisions of thèse guidelines by responding to reports of violation. Planning 
department enforcement personnel are empowered under Section 26-92-192 to issue citations for violations of the 
prohibitions of this chapter or any condition of an ^pproved tree permit. 

Penalties include replacement or fines to be detennined by the Sonoma County board of supervisois. (Ord. No. 3651 
§ 6, 1986.) 
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CHAPTER 27 
TRANSPORT OF WATER FOR DOMESTIC USE 



Article i. 

§ 27-1 Définitions. 

§ 27-2 Permit required. 

§ 27-3 Exclusions. 

§ 27-4 Application. 

§ 27-5 Application process. 

§ 27-6 Conditions on permit. 

§ 27-7 Expiration. 

§ 27-8 Révocation. 

§ 27-9 Permit fées. 

§ 27-10 Inspection. 

§ 27- 1 1 Conflicting provisions. 

§27-12 Construction and vaiidity. 

§27-13 Violations and penalties. 



Articie i: 
Sec 27-1. Définitions. 

For the purpose of this ordinance, the foUôwing words and phrases are defined: 

(a) County means the unincorporated territory of the County of Sonoma. 

(b) Health depanment means the Sonoma County public health service. 

(c) Health offîcer means the Sonoma Coimty Public Health Of f icer or his duly appointed représentative. 

(d) Person means any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, concem, corporation, estaie, trust, business 
trust, receiver, syndicate, or any other group or combinaiion aaing as a unit. 

(e) Permit means a written authorization issued by the public health offîcer pursuant lo this article. 

(f) Transport water means haui waier in a container or tank, or by any other means not regulated pursuant to ihe pure waier 
law, California Health and Safety Code, sections 4010 et seq. 

(g) Domestic use means use for human consumption with a dwelling, household, place of empio^Tnent, or any fadlity 
patronized by the public. 

Sec. 27-2. Permit required. 

No person sfaall: 

(a) Supply water to any other persons for purposes of domestic use in the county, or 

(b) Transport water to any other persons for purposes of domestic use within the county unless a permit has been obtained as 
required by this article. 

A vaiid water suppiy permit issued under the authority of sections 4010 et seq of the California Health and Safety Code fuifills 
the permit requirements of subdivision (a). 

Sec. 27-3. Exclusions. 

This article is applicable regardless of whether the activities regulated are performed for compensation; however, it shalî net 
apply to persons providing potable water for their own single faniily dwelling units. This article is not intended to apply to bonled 
water, regulated pursuant to sections 4040 et seq. of the California Health and Safety Code. 
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Sec. 27-4. Application. 

Appiicants for a permit under this article shall file with the Health Officer on a form furnished and approved by the Health 
Officer the following information: 

(a) Firm name. 

(b) Name, business address and business phone number of owner and operator. 

(c) Home address and home téléphone nimiber of owner and operator. 

(d) Location and description of source of water to be transponed. 

(e) Name and address of iaboratory designaied to perform chemical and baaeriological tesis . 

(f) Base location of iransporting vehicies. 

(g) Vehicie make, mode!, year and license number. 

(h) Description of water containers used for transponation of water, induding materiai, shape, capacity and number. 
(i) Previous use of containers. 

(j ) Method and frequency of cleaning and disinfecting containers. 

(k) Names and addresses of any firms or entities recdving transported water, location of points of discharge and volume 
discharged at each location. 

Sec. 27-5. Application Process. 

Every application for a permit shall be processed as follows: The Health Officer shall: 

(a) For each water source, détermine: 

(1) whether the supplier of the source has a permit issued pursuant to sections 4010 et seq. of the California Health and ^^^ 
Safety Code, or whether the source meets ail standards for potable waier esiabhshed in sections 7010 through 7025 of title 17, ^^k 
California Administrative Code, and ^^ 

(2) whether it is a non-agricultural water source. 

(b) for each container used to transpon water, détermine: 

(1) whether its previous use has been limited to the transportation of water or food substances, and 

(2) whether it is of such a construction and finish as to ailow sanitization prior to use. Containers made from steei, 
stainless steei and fîberglass fulfîll this requirement. Containers constructed from other materials may be approved upon proof 
saiisfaaory to the Health Officer that no bacteriological or chemical contamination exists. 

Sec. 27-6. Conditions on permit 

The Health Officer may condition any permit which he issues. Conditions may inciude requirements for sanitizing containers, 
regular baaeriological and chemical testing in accordance with sections 7010-7025 of titie 17 of the California Administrative 
Code, record keeping, and requirements for iabeling containers. 

Sec. 27-7. Expiration. 

Every permit issued under this anicle shall automatically become null and void on December 31 si of the year of issuance. 
Sec. 27-8. Revocation. 

If the Health Officer détermines that a permitiee is vioiating any condition of his permit or any provision of this anicle, he may 
revoke the permit afier giving the permittee an opportunity for a hearing, The Health Officer shall serve notice on the permirtee 
of his intention to revoke the permit. The notice shall state that the permittee has ten (10) days within which to request a hearing 
or his permit will be revoked. The Health Officer must hold a hearing within ten (10) days of a request. 

If the Health Officer détermines that water supplied or transported pursuant to this article is polluied or contaminated in a 
manner that is imminently hazardous to public health, he may immediately revoke the permit for such water supply or transpor- 
tation facility. Within forty-eight (48) hours of revocation, he shall serve written notice of his aaion on the permittee. The 
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pennittee may appeal the décision of the Health Officer by filing a written notice with the Health Officer within ten (10) days of 
such revocation. The Health Officer shall hold a hearing within ten (10) days of receipt of the notice of appeal. 

Service shall be accomplished by depositing in the United States mail a registered or certif ied letter addressed to the permittee at 
the business address shown on his appUcation. 

Sec. 27-9. Permit fées. 

A reasonable fee as set by resolution of the "Board of Supervisors shaJl be charged to defray the costs to the county in the 
administration of this article. (Ord. No. 2159 §7.) 

Sec. 27-10. inspection. 

The Health Officer, during reasonable hours, for the purpose of enforcing or administering this ordinance, shall hâve the 
authority to enter any building or premises associated with a water supply, transportation or storage facility reguiated pur-suant to 
this article. 

Sec. 27-1 1 . Conf licting Provisions. 

This article shall prevail over any inconsistent action in the Sonoma County Code. 

Sec 27-12. Construction and validity. 

If any provision of this article shall be rendered void or unconstitùtional by judicial or other déterminations, ail other sections 
of this article which are not expressiy held to be void or unconstitùtional shall continue in fuU force and effect. 

Sec. 27-13. Violations and penaities. 

(a) Any person vioiating any provisions of this article is guilty of a misdemeanor. Every day during any ponion of which a 
violation occurs is a separate offense. 

(b) Any person vioiating section 27-2 shall be guilty of maintaining a public nuisance and it shall be the duty of the distria 
anomey of the county to bring an action to abate such public nuisance. (Ord. No. 2077 § 1 .) 
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CHAPTER28 
EMERGENCY AND PRE-HOSPUAL MEDICAL SERVICES SYSTEM 



Article 1. General. 

§ 28-1 Title. 

§ 28-1^ Geognqjhical scope. 

§28-2 Pmpose. 

§ 28-3 Définitions. 

§ 28-4 Admimstiative anthoiity. 

Article IL Ambulances. 

§ 28-5 Pennits and pemûttees. 

§ 28-53 Ambulance services not leqmxed to secme pennits. 

§ 28-6 Ambulance opeaùaa. 

§ 28-7 Otber provisions. 

Article IIL Communications and Dispatch. 

§ 28-8 Central dispatch. 

§ 28-9 Alnlity to lespcxid. 
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Article I. General. 

Sec. 28-1. TItie. 

The ordinance codifîed in this chapter shall be known as the "'Emergency and Pre-Hospital Médical Services System 
Ordinance of Sonoma County." (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 2a-1.5. Geographical scope. 

This ch^er shall apply to the area subject to the local EMS plan except as may otherwise be limited or modified 
by court order or state law. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-2. Purpose. 

(a) This chapter is to provide for the public health, safety and weifare in the use of ambulance and other |ve-hospitai 
emergency caie resources by the establishment of effective standards for aie opoation, equqnnent and perscxmel of 
ground ambulance and air ambulance services. It is intended to be consistent with and in furtherance of the public 
puiposes expressed by the législature in the Emergency Médical Services Âct and other enactments. It is intoided to 
improve the availability and quaUty of emergency médical services within the EMS area under the jurisdiction of the 
Sonoma County EMS agency. It is intended to apply to limited advanced life support services, advanced life support 
services, paramedic and emergency médical technician services, and ail emergency ambulance services, to die extent 
permitted by law. This chapter does not cover wheelchair vans, gumey cais or similar dedicated non-ambulance vehicles. 
This chapter ^plies to vehicles or aircraft requiiing an emergency vehicle license firom the Califomia Highway Patrol, 
or an air carrier opeiadng certifîcate frtmi the Fédéral Aviation AdministraticHi. This chapter shall be libeially construed 
for the accomplishment of thèse puiposes. 

(b) This chapter is not intended to increase the obligations upon publicly owned and opeiated fire department or fire 
district ambulance services beyond the obligations already established and observed between the fire department or fire 
district ambulance services and the county EMS agency on or before January 1, 1991. While fire department and fire 
district ambulance services shall not be required to secure permits, the ambulances and their personnel shall be subject 
to ail lequirements established within this chapter, the Emergency Médical Services Act, the Califomia Code of 
Régulations, and the policies, practices and procédures adopted pursuant to this chs^ter by the Sonoma County EMS 
agency. (OnL 4476 § 3, 1991; Ord. No. 4435 § 2, 1991: Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-3. Définitions. 

Unless otherwise specified, for the purposes of this chapter woids and terms are defîned as follows: 

(1) "Advanced life support (ALS)" means spécial services designed to provide pre-hospital carc as defîned in 
Health and Safety Code 1797.52 including, but not limited to, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, caidiac monitoring, cardiac 
defibrillation, advanced airway management, intravenous therapy, administration of specifîed diugs and other médicinal 
préparations, and other specified teclmiques and procédures administ^ed by certified persoimel under direct supervision 
of a base hospital. (See also: Limited advance life support) 

(2) "Advanced life support engine company" means any fire apparatus staffed and equipped to meet the minimum 
level requirements of the local EMS agency to provide nontransport advanced life support care. 

(3) "Ambulance" means any privately or publicly owned vehicle specially designed, constructed, modified or 
equipped, and used for responding to emei^ency calls, providing advanced life support services, as defined herein for 
the purpose of tiansporting sick, injured, convalescent, infirm or otherwise incaçjacitated persons. 

(4) "Ambulance personnel" means a qualified person (EMT-P, EMT-I, RN, MD) acting as an attendant responding 
to an emergency caU who occupies the patient compartment while transporting any individual in apparent need of médical 

attendon. 

(5) "Ambulance driver" means a licensed person who opérâtes an ambulance as specified by this chapter. 
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(6) **AmbiiIance service" means a private or public organization providing an ambulance for use in ALS service, 
emergency service or a situation which bas the potential of becoming an emergency. 

(7) "Base hospital" means a hospital which, upon désignation by the local EMS agency and with a written 
contractual agreement with the local EMS agency, is responsible for directing the advanced life support System or limited 
advanced life support System assignée to it or them by the local EMS agency. 

(8) "Basic life support" has the meaning as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 1797.60. Emergency first 
aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation procédures which, as a minimum, include recognizing respiratoiy and cardiac 
artest and starting the proper application of cardiopulmonary resuscitation to maintain life without invasive techniques 
until the patient may be transported or until advanced life support is available. 

(9) "Board'* means the board of supervisors, county of Sonoma. 

(10) "Certificate" means a spécifie document issued to an individual denoting compétence in tiie named area of 
pre-hospital emergency médical service. 

(11) "Class of services" means the level or levels of complexity of field emergency médical services that may 
be provided by permittee and/or certified person and will be spedfied as: 

(i) First Re^)onder— ^)CTSon di^)atched in accordance with local EMS System policies who meets minimum 
training requirements spedfied in State EMS Fiist Reqx>nder Guidelines. 

(il) Basic life support (BLS) — provided by EMT-I persoimel conforming to régulations established putsuant 
to Clalifomia Health and Safety Code, Section 1797 et seq. 

(iii) Limited advanced life support (LALS)— provided by EMT-II personnel certified by the EMS agency 
médical director. 

(iv) Advanced life siq)port (ALS) — provided by EMT-païamedic personnel certified by the EMS agency 
médical director. 

(12) "County" means the county of Scxioma, state of Califomia. 

(13) "Code 1 call" means any non-Code 3 or non-Code 2 request for ambulance service which is scheduled or 
unscheduled (i) where a physician, em^gency médical personnel, or public safety agency has determined a need for 
an ambulance because of a potential for an emergency or (ii) where ALS services aie requested en* may be required. 

(14) "Code 2 cair means any request for ambulance service in a situation designated as non-life-threatening by 
dispatch persoimel in accordance with county policy, requinng the immédiate dispatch of an ambulance without the use 
of lights and sirens. 

(15) "Code 3 call" means any request for ambulance service in a situaticxi perceived or actually life-threatening, 
as detomined by EMS di^atch persoimel, in accordance with county policy, requiring immédiate dispatch with the use 
of lights and siiens. 

(16) "Computer-aided dispatch" or ^XZAD" means c(Hnputer-aided dispatch System consisting of associated 
hardware and software to facilitate call taking, unit sélection, resource dispatch and deployment, event time stamping, 
création and real time maintenance of incident database and providing management infcvmation. 

(17) "Ccmtract compliance committee" means a committee which évaluâtes ambulance contract compliance and 
reviews levies of penalties for. noncompliance. 

(18) "EmCTgency" means any ^parent sudden or serions iUness or injury requiring, or having the potential of 
requiring, immédiate médical or psychiatrie attention under circumstances that delay in providing such services may 
aggravate the médical condition or cause the loss of life; furthermae, any case declared to be an emergency, or having 
the potential to be declared an emergency, as determined by psychiatrie observation under Welfare and Institutions Code 
Section 5150 due to the potential for an emergency. 

(19) "Emergency call" means a request for an ambulance to transport or assist a person in apparent sudden need 
of médical attention or to assist a person who has the potential for sudden need of médical attention, or in a médical 
emergency as determined by a i^ysician, to transport blood, any therapeutic device, accessory to such device or tissue 
or organ for transplant. 

(20) "Emergency médical care committee (EMCCT)" means the emergency médical care committee of Sonoma 
County appoinvsd by the Sonoma County boaid of supervisors pursuant to Califomia Health and Safety Ctode Section 
1750, et seq. 

(21) "Emergency médical services" means médical services utilized in responding to a médical emergency. 

(22) "EMS area" means ail that geographical area within and govemed by the Sonoma County EMS plan except 
as may otherwise be limited or modified by court order or state law. 
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(23) **EMS plan'" or "emergency médical services pian** means a plan for the delivoy of emergency médical 
services consistent with state guidelines addressing the components listed in Section 1797.103. 

(24) **EMS dispatch" means the emergency médical services dispatch œnter operated by the Sonoma County 
sheriff. 

(25) "Emergency médical services System" means a specially organized arrangement of lesources including, but 
not limited to, Rrst Responders and ambulances which provide the personnel, facilities and equîpment for the effective 
and cooidinated deUvery of ALS and emergency médical caxe services. 

(26) "Emergency Médical Technician-I (EMT-I)" means an individual trained in ail £acets of basic life sui^x^rt 
conforming to régulations adopted puisuant to Califrania Health and Saiety Code, Section 1797, et seq. and who has 
a valid certification issued puisuant to those régulations. 

(27) "&nergency Médical Technician-I CD)" means an individual who meets ail of the lequirements of an EMT-I 
with additional tiaining in defibrillation as approved by the local EMS agency. 

(28) "Emergency Médical Technician-II ÇEMI-W means an EMT-I with additional training in limited advanced 
life support conforming to régulations adopted puisuant to Califomia Health and Safety Code, Section 1797, et seq. and 
\^o has a valid certification issued pursuant to âiose régulations. 

(29) "Emergency Médical Technician-P (EMT-P)" means an individual who is trained in advanced life suip)it 
conforming to régulations adopted pursuant to Califomia Healâi and Safety Code, Section 1797, et seq. and who has 
a valid certification/accréditation issued puisuant to those régulations. 

(30) "Exclusive operating area" means an EMS area or subaiea for which the local EMS agency restricts opérations 
to one or more ambulance service or provider of advanced life support services. 

(31) "Rre EMS subcommittee" means a subcommittee of the Sonoma County Pire Chiefs Association. 

(32) "First Responder" means a person dispatched in accordance with local EMS system policies who meets 
minimum training requirements specifîed in state EMS First Responder guidelines. 

(33) "First Responder (D)" means a pa:son who meets ail of the requirements of a Fîist Responder and who has 
complétée an additional training program in defibrillation s^proved by the local EMS agency. 

(34) "Médical controF means the médical management of the emergency médical services system pursuant to 
the provisions of Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 1798) of the Califonia Health and Safety Code. 

(35) "Mobile intensive care nurse (MICN)" means an authorized registered nurse who has been certified by aie 
local EMS s^ency in conformation with the recommendations of the Califomia Conférence of Local EMS Agency 
Médical Directors définition of mobile intensive care nurses as qualifîed in the provisicm of em^^ency cardiac and 
noncardiac care and the issuance of emergency instmction to ENTP-IIs and EMT-P fîeld personnel. 

(36) "Patient" means a sick, injured, wounded, invalid, expectant mother, convalescent or otherwise ûicapacitated 
person. 

(37) "Permittee" means an organization which has initially been granted a permit by the board of supervisors to 
operate an ambulance service in tfie county of Sonoma. After initial approval by the board of supervisors, annual permit 
lenewals may be granted foy the local EMS ^ency. 

(38) "Person" means any individual, firm, corporation, association, or group or combination acting as a unit 

(39) "PSAP (public safety answering point)" means the primary answeiing location of an incoming 911 caU. 

(40) "Receiving facility" means a gênerai acute-care facility which has been assigned a role in the EMS system 
by the local EMS agency. 

(41) "Service" means ambulance service. 

(42) "Service area" means area of responsibility to provide pre-hospital care, may includé, but not be limited to, 
permit area, dispatch area or area included in exclusive operating area. 

(43) "Limited advanced life support (LALS)" means the services described in Health and Safety Code Section 
1797.92 (limited advanced life support defined) and in Title 22 of CCR, Section 100106 (scope of practice of Emergency 
Médical Technician - H), or successor statutes and régulations. Such services shall only be performed by a person 
certified as an Emergency Médical Technician-P (paramedic) who is performing those services in the course of 
employment by an approved EMT-P service provider. 

Incorporated by référence are ail définitions of Health and Safety Code 1797.50 et seq. (Ord. No. 4435 § 2, 1991; 
Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 
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Sec. 28-4. Administrative authority. 

This chapter shall be administered by the Sonoma County director of public health with médical direction provided 
by the EMS agency médical director and/or his/her désignée. The Sonoma County public health dq)artment is designated 
as the EMS agency for Sonoma County pursuant to the Emergency Médical Services System and Pre-hospital Emergency 
Care Peisonnel Act of 1980. (OnL No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Article II. Ambulances. 
Sec. 28-5. Permits and permittees. 

(a) Pennits. It shall be unlawfnl for any person, either an owner, agent or otherwise, to operate, conduct, advatise, 
or otherwise engage in or profess to be engaged in, the business or service of the transportation of emergency médical 
patients in the county of Sonoma without possessing a valid permit to do so from the county. A permit shall not be 
requiredfon 

(1) Fiie district or fine department owned and opeiated ambulances; 

(2) Vehicles operated as ambulances at the request of local authorities during any "state of war emergency," duly 
proclaimed "state of emergency,** or "local emergency" as defined in the Califomia Emergency Services Act (Chapter 
7 of Division 1 of Tïtle 2 of the Government Code) as amended. 

(b) Temporaiy Permit A temporary opeiating permit may be authorized by die EMS agency for ambulance SCTvices 
based outside the county and properly licensed by the Califomia Highway Patrol or Fédéral Aviation Administration 
for up to âiirty (30) days for spécial activities. Such temporary operating permit shall ccMiform to the requirements of 
Section 28-5(e) and shaU contain such additional conditions and restrictions as the EMS s^ency médical director deems 
api^opriate for tiie opération. Temporary permit fées ^lall be as deteimined by the board of superviscHS. 

(c) Nontransferable. Permits issued in conformance to this section are nontiansferable. 

(d) Duration. Pennits are valid for one (1) fiscal year (July Ist— June SOth). 

(e) Permit Fées. Permit fées shall be those sel by resolution of the boaid of supervisors, county of Sonoma. Ail permits 
shall be issued for a fîscal year from date of issuance. Upon demcMistration of fînancial hardship, permit fées may be 
waived for public agencies. 

(f) Application for a Permit or Renewal of a Permit Prerequisites for the issuance of a permit or renewal of a pomit 
for an applicant shall include filing an a|)plication in writing on approved forms which shall provide the foUowing 
minimum infonnation: 

(1) Name and description of the appUcant; 

(2) Business address and resid^ice address of record of ihe ^plicant; 

(3) Trade or fiim name, or DBA as registered with the county clerk; 

(4) If a coiporaticxi, a joint venture or a partnership or limited partnership, the names of ail parmers, or the names 
of corporate offîcers and owners, their permanent addresses and their pocentage of participation in the business; 

(5) A statement of facts showing the expérience of the operator and the opérations of an ambulance service and 
that the applicant is qualifîed to render efficient twenty-four (24) hour ambulance service. For ground ambulances, a 
photocopy of the license issued by the commissioner of the Califomia Highway Patrol to pivately owned ambulances 
in acc(xdance with Section 2501, Califomia Vehicle Code, and Titie 13, C^alifomia Code of Régulations, shall be 
appended to the application. For air ambulances, a photocopy of the air canier operating ceitifîcate issued by the Fédéral 
Aviation Administration shaU be appended to the application; 

(6) The aiqnx)ximate geographical area proposed to be served by the permittee; 

(7) A statement of facts that the applicant owns or has under his control, in good mechanical condition, requiied 
equipment to adequately conduct an ambulance service in a territorial service area for which he is applying which meets 
the requirements established by the Califomia Vehicle Code, applicable Califomia Code of Régulations, and this chapter, 
and that the applicant owns or has access to suitable and safe facilities for maintaining his ambulance in a clean and 
sanitaiy condition; 
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(8) A déclaration provided under penalty of peijiiry, amended as lequiied during the year, for any changed, 
substituted, loaned or leased vehicles, giving a complète description of each ambulance vehicle operated by the ^plicant, 
including ûic patient capacity thereof, and a copy of the most récent ambulance inspection rqport issued by the Califomia 
Highway Patrol for each vehicle; 

(9) A déclaration under penalty of perjmy, that each permitted ambulance and its appartenances conform to ail 
applicable provisions of this chuter, the Califomia Vehicle Code, and the Califomia Code of Régulations, and any other 
State or county applicable directive shall be provided to the department prior to the start or renewal date of ambulance 
opérations; 

(10) A covenant that the applicant employs sufficient c^tified personnel adequately trained to deliver emergency 
médical services of good quality at ail times at the applicant's proposed level of service; 

(1 1) A covenant amended as required during the permit year for any personnel changes for renewal applications, 
giving a description of the level of tiaining and rec(xd of ccxnpleted required annual training {(x each ambulance 
employée, and a cq)y of each certificate or license issued by the state and county establishing qualifications of such 
personnel in ambulance opérations shall be provided to the EMS agency médical director prior to the start or renewal 
of ambulance opérations; 

(12) A schedule of rates, including any spécial rates, to be charged by the pemraittee for ambulance services 
provided under this chapter: 

(13) A covenant signed by the ^plicant tiiat as a condition of the county issuing a pomit, applicant agrées to 
appear and défend ail actions against the county arising out of the exercise of said permit, and shall indemnify and save 
the county, its offîcers, employées and agents harmless fiom ail claims, demands, actions or causes of actions of every 
kind and description resulting directiy or indirectly, arising out of, or in any way connected with, the exercise of this 
permit; 

(14) Such other facts or information as the EMS agency médical director may require. 

(g) Investigation by Local EMS Agency. Upon the receipt of a completed application, the local EMS agency may 
conduct an investigation to détermine if the ^plicant meets ail the requirements of this chapter. Upon completion of 
this investigati(Hi, the direaor of public health/EMS agency médical director shall recommend to the board of supervisors 
that a permit be granted, denied or conditioned for the requested ambulance service area, as set forth below. 

(h) Issuance or Déniai of Permit 

(1) The board of supervisors may order the issuance of a permit to conduct an ambulance service in a specified 
area upon finding that the applicant meets ail requirements of this chapter. 

(2) The board of supervisors may order the déniai of a permit if the î^plicant or any parmer, ofScer or director 
thereof: 

(i) Was previously the holder of a permit issued under this chapter which pemiit has been revoked or not 
reissued and the terms or conditions of the suspensiŒi hâve not be^i fidfîlled or coirected; 

(ii) Is committing any act which if comnutted by a permittee would be ground for the suspension or revocation 
of a permit issued pursuwt to this chapter; 

(iii) Has acted in the capacity of a pennitted person or fiim under this chuter without having a permit therefor, 

(iv) Has entered a plea of guilty to, or been found guilty of , or been convicted of a felony or a crime involving 
moral turpitude, and the time for appeal has i^sed or the judgment of conviction has been affîrmed on appeal, 
irrespective of an order granting probation following such conviction suspending the imposition of sentence or of a 
subséquent order under the provisions of Section 1203.4 of the Pénal Code allowing such person to withdraw bis plea 
of guilty and to enter a plea of not guilty or setting aside the plea or verdict of guilty, or dismissing the accusation or 
infOTmation. 

(i) Corrcctive Action. The provision of ALS and emergency médical services is critical to the public health and safety. 
The puipose of corrective action under this chapter is to correct violations which may affect public health and safety; 
it is not punitive. This provision shall be construed so as to maximize the safety and welfare of patients. 

(j) Pennit Déniai, Revocation or Suspension Grounds. A permit may be revoked or suspended if the applicant 
pemiittee or its employées, parmers, officers or directors commits or has committed any of the actions listed in Health 
and Safety Code Section 1798.200 (a) through (k). In addition, a permit may be revoked or suspended for the following: 
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(1) A peison knowingly makes any false statement or fails to disclose or suppresses another firom disclosing 
material facts in an application, report or other document fumished to the local EMS agency; 

(2) In the case of an apphcant or pemiittee, said applicant or permittee is not ihe real party in inteiest in the 

business; 

(3) Is required to register as a sex ofîender under the inovisions of Section 290 of the Califomia Pénal Code; 

(4) Habitually or excessively uses or is addicted to the use of narcotics or dangerous drugs; 

(5) Habitually or excessively uses intoxicating beverages; 

(6) In the case of a driver has been culpably involved during the preceding year in any motor vehicle accident 
causing death or bodily injuring or in three (3) or more motor vehicle accidents; 

(7) Has been convicted during the preceding seven (7) yeais of any offense involving moral turpitude, including 
finaud or intentional dishonesty for person gain; 

(8) Has been convicted during the preceding seven (7) years of theft or any felony involving force, violence, threat, 
or intimidation; 

(9) Aids or abets an unlicensed person to évade compliance with provisions of this chs^ten 

(10) Permits opération of ambulance service in violatioi of any provision of this chanter or any other law, 
régulation, or policy of the county, state or fédéral govemment pertaining to the opération of an ambulance; 

(11) Knew or should hâve known of falsifîed data supptted to the county EMS agency during the course of 
opérations, including, but not limited to, dispatch data, patient report data, response time data, financial data, or 
falsification of any other data permittee is required to submit to the Sonoma County EMS agency; 

(12) Failure to maintain equipment in accordance with safe industry standards; 

(13) Failure of permittee*s onployees to conduct themselves in a professionai and courteous manner, where 
reasonable remédiai action has not been taken by permittee; 

(14) Failure to comply with any ^plicable service response time standards. ^Tailure" is defined as failure to meet 
or exceed such standards according to the terms outlined in the agreement for service; 

(15) Any other wilful acts or négligent omissions of permittee which endanger the public's healdi and safety; 

(16) When the EMS ^ency médical directeur détermines that grounds for corrective action may exist he shall 
conduct an investigaticxi. He shall notify the applicant or permittee in writing that he believes grounds may exist for 
corrective action and shall specify the nature of the grounds. He shall notify the permittee that he is investigating whether 
corrective action is necessary to presCTve public health and safety, and shall afford the permittee a reasonable qpportunity 
to be interviewed during the course of the investigation; 

(17) At the ccmclusion of the investigation the permittee shall be notified as to whether or not a violation exists 
and, if so, shall specify the nature of the violation(s). If the violation is curable in the détermination of the EMS agency 
médical diiector, a reasonable period to correct the violation shall be authorized; 

(18) If the EMS agency médical director ccHicludes that revocation, suspension or imposition of conditions is 
warranted, he shall so notify die permittee speâfying the grounds for said action. The permittee shall hâve twenty (20) 
days firom the mailing of said notice to request a hearing befoie an investigative review panel (hereinafter "IRP'O. Said 
IRP shall be comprised of a base hospital physician, a mobile intensive care nurse, and an Emergency Médical 
Technician-P. The IRP shall be aided by a nonvoting presiding officer, an attomey, who shaU consider the admissibility 
of évidence as well as preliminary questions regarding the conduct of the hearing including, but not limited to, good 
cause for postponements and extensions of time beyond the times permitted in the Califomia Code of Régulations for 
IRPs or those set forth in this chapter. Procédures related to this hearing shall be, to the extent ai^licable, identical to 
those set forth fcn: similar investigative review panels in the Califomia Code of Régulations, except that the findings 
and conclusions of the IRP shaU be or are subject to judicial review pursuant to Section 1094 J et seq. of the Code of 
Civil Procédure; 

(19) Permit Summary Action. Other corrective action notwithstanding, the EMS agency médical director shall 
hâve the power to take summary action against any permit, if it appears in the exercise of reasonable judgment by the 
EMS agency médical director that the failure to take acdon against the permit présents an immédiate threat or danger 
to the public health, safety or welfare. The EMS agency médical director shall immediately give notice to the board 
of the action and the reascxis for 11 At any lime during the effective period of the summary action, but not more than 
once during any single summaiy action effective period, the permittee may request a hearing by submitting a written 
request to the EMS agency médical director. Upon receipt of such a request, the EMS agency médical director shall 
schedule a hearing before the board of supervisors to be conducted at a régulai or spécial meeting. At the hearing, the 
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board shaU consider whether the summary action shall remain in effect pending fùll investigation and an IRP, as specified |H| 

above. The hearing shall be scheduled as soon as possible following the EMS agency médical diiector's receipt of a ^i^ 

written request, but not later than tfiiity (30) days following the receipt of request Appeai procédures for emergency 
actions of the EMS agency médical diiector aie the same as those delineated in Section 28-26 of this chuter, 
(k) Renewal of Permits. 

(1) Permits shall be lenewed annually by the EMS agency upon application of the permittee if it is detomined 
that the permit hoider has during the period of the expiring permit opeiated in conframity with the {Hiovisions of this 
chuter and adopted rules and régulations thereto and that the permittee is capable of continuing (^)aation in conformity. 

(2) Annually, or mcxe often if requested by the EMS agency médical directca-, each permittee shall submit compHled 
patient and ambulance opération information pursuant to Section 28-7(a). 

(1) Amendment of Permits. 

(1) Upon request by the permittee, the EMS ^ency may amend the conditions specified in the permit when such 
changes are in substantial compliance with the provisions of this chapter. 

(2) Such amendments shall not affect the expiration date of the existing permit 

(3) Such amendments shall not authorize a change in ownership ùom that specified in the original permit 

(4) Change in level of service shaU not be allowed unless in compliance with the Sonoma County EMS plan. 

(5) A permittee must confcnm with the requirements of the pennit unless revision is appioved by the board of 
supervisors or EMS agency médical director as may be applicable. 

(m) Conditional Opération and Temporary Variance. 

(1) In the event of a change in ownership of any kind or nature, any interruption of service of more than tw^ity- 
four (24) hours duration, or any substantial change in staffîng or equipment of the ambulance service which causes the 
ambulance service to be carried out diffœntly than specified in the current operating permit the permittee shall notify 
the EMS agency médical director inmiediately in writing, stating the facts of such change. 

(2) Upon request by the permittee, the EMS agency médical director may grant a temporary waiver firom the 
condition so specified in the original permit if he fînds that such change is in substantial compliance with the provisicm 
of this chapter and is not a threat to public health and safety. If the EMS agency médical director fînds that such change 
is not in compliance with this chapter, he may suspend or levoke the pomit In ail cases when a change of ownership 
occurs in an ambulance service, an ^plication for a new permit shall be fîled with the department within tlûrty (30) 
days. In no case shall any temporary variance be valid for more than sixty (60) days without written approval of the 
board of supovisors. 

(n) Respcxisibilities and Duties of Permittees. In addition to the other requir^nents and obligations set forth in this 
chuter, permittees shall: 

(1) Render services lequired under this chapter on a twenty-four (24) hour a day basis. Such service shall 
commence five (5) days after the issuance of a permit unless time extension is gianted by the EMS s^ency médical 
director or board of supervisors; 

(2) Not discontinue any services to the service aiea or any portion thereof without first giving written notice to 
the EMS agency at least ninety (90) days prior to the i^oposed discontinuance; 

(3) NFotify the EMS agency within five (5) days after the receipt of the results of ail vehicle inspections conducted 
by the state and of any disciplinaiy action taken by any state agency regarding any ambulance iicense; 

(4) Notify the EMS agency in writing within five (5) days after being infoimed of any disciplinary action being 
taken by the state against any ambulance driver or attendant employed by the permittee; 

(5) Notify the EMS agency médical director in writing within thirty (30) days of any other changes in the 
information set forth in any application, certification document required by this cha^r; 

(6) Notify the EMS agency and other affected public safety agencies beforehand of any known or foreseeable 
interruptions, suspensions or delays in seI^dces which may endanger the health, safety and welfare of the résidents of 
the service area or portion thereof, served by the permittee. 

(o) Bonding of Applicant Before any permit is issued under the provisions of tiiis chapter, the board shall require 
the applicant as a condition to the issuance of the permit to post with the clerk of the board a cash bond in the sum 
of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) or a surety bond in the same amount ftimished by a corporation autiiorized 
to do business in the state of Califomia, payable to the county of Soiwma. The bond shall be conditioned upon the full 
and faitiifiil performance by the permittee of his obligations under the applicable provisions of this chapter and shall 
be kept in full force and effect by the permittee throughout the iife of the permit and ail renewals thereof. The board ^^ 
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of supervisofs may by resolution establish additional or lower bond requirements. The bond requirement shall be waived 
by rcsolution of the boaid of supervisois if public need and necessity require it or the applicant has demonstrated hîs 
ability to meet the obligations of this chapter by thrce (3) or more years of providing emergency médical services in 
Sonoma County. The bonding requiiement may be instituted for cause. The bonding requirement shall be waived for 
municipal ambulance providers. The bonding requirement shall be waived for fire district or fire department ambulance 
services, 
(p) Liabiiity Insurance. 

(1) General Liabiiity for Vehicle Opération. The permittee shall obtain, and keep in force duiing the term of said 
permit, pubUc liabiiity and bodily injuiy insurance, issued by a company approved by the county of Sonoma and 
authorized to do business in the State of Califomia, insuring the owner and also naming the county as an additional 
insuied of soch ambulance against loss by reason of injury or damage that may resuit to persons or property firom 
négligent qpeiation or defective construction of such ambulance, or firom violation of this chapter or of any other law 
of the State of Califomia, or the United States. Said policy shall be in the sum of not less than one million dollars 
($1,000,000.00) combined single iimit for personal injury and property damage for each vehicle in any one accident 
Wokers' compensation insurance shall be carried covering ail employées of tiie permit holder. Copies of the policies, 
or cotificates evidencing such policies, shall be filed with the EM^ agency médical directCH* before a permit is issued. 
Ail policies shall contain a provision requiring a minimum of fifteen (15) calendar days' notice to be given to the coun^ 
pricnr to cancellation, modification or réduction in limits. The amounts of public liabiiity insurance for bodily injury or 
propoty damage shall be subject to review and adjustment by tiie board annually at the boaid's optiion. Municipal fire 
department and fire district ambulance services may submit their seif-insurance programs for review and approval by 
the county. 

(2) Médical Liabiiity. The permittee shall défend, indenuiify and hold harmless the county, its agents and 
employées, firom and against any and ail claims and actions for damages or losses to perscms or property arising out 
of or in connection with the activities of the permittee, his/her agencies or employées, in which the claim or action 
against the county is in any way derived from or vicariously based upon the activities of the permittee, hi^er agencies 
or employées. Said défense and indemiûfîcation shall include, but not be limited to, any and ail costs, expenses, attomeys' 
fées and liabiiity incuiied in défense of such claims or actions whether same proceeds to judgment or noL Permittee 
shall maintain comprehensive médical liabiiity insurance in the amount of one million dollars ($1,000,0(X).(X)) and shaU 
fumish the EMS agency médical director with a ceitificate of insurance prior to issuance or renewal of an operational 
permit Said policy shall name the county as co-insured and shaU require a minimum of fifteen (15) calendar days notice 
to be given to the county prior to cancellation, modification or reducticm in lintits. The amount of liabiiity covoage shall 
be subject to review and adjustment by the board aimually at the board's option. Fire department and fire district 
ambulance services may submit self-insurance programs for approval by Sonoma County. (Ord. No. 4435 § 2, 1991; 
Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-5.5. Ambulance services not required to secure permits. 

Fire district and fire department ambulance services shall be subject to ail the responsibilides and duties of permittees 
set forth under subsection (n) of Section 28-5. Corrective action shall be available against such ambulance services to 
the extent available under state law and to the extent the procédures herein are in adhérence to the policies and 
procédures of the local EMS agency. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-6. Ambulance opération. 

(a) Ambulance Staffing. Each ambulance being operated to render médical care shall be staffed at ail times by a driver 
who shaU at a minimum be an EMT-I, and an attendant who shall at a miiùmum be an ENTT-P. Any exceptions to this 
staffing ievel must be requested in writing to the local EMS agency. The EMS agency médical direaor will review 
requests for changes in staffing pattems and notify requesting provider within ten (10) wOTking days of his/her décision. 
The exception shall be Bodega Bay fire protection district which shall be excluded until such time as it becomes an 
advanced life support provider, and then the Bodega Bay fire protection district shall be subject to this section. The 
attendant of an ambulance responding to a call shall occupy the patient compartment while transporting a person in need 
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of médical attention. The reqiiirement need not î^ly during a **state of emergency^ ^state of war emergency,^ or '^local f^^ 

emergency" as defined in the Govemment Code of the state of Califomia. ^^ 

(b) Emergency Service Availability. Each ambulance service operatCH* shall provide emergency ambulance service on 
a condnuous twenty-four (24) hours per day basis, excluding acts of God or labor disputes. K for any leason an operatw 
stops emergency ambulance service on a continuons twenty-four (24) hour per day basis, he shall immediately stc^ any 
advertisement or any other solicitation of emerg^cy services which hâve been discontinued and immediately notify the 
EMS agency médical director. Each permittee shall maintain availability of the minimum numb^ of ambul^ces 
identified in the permit as being available for t9«renty-four hour emergency services, within the meaning of Section 28- 
9(b)(l). Transfers originating in Sonoma County ar ending in ScHioma County may be poinitted by EMS dispatch on 
a case-by-case basis. A ground ambulance assigned an emergency response area in Sonoma County may not be used 
for a transfer originating outside of Sonoma Coimty which also has a destination outside of Sonona County. 

(c) Ambulance Safety and Emergency Equipment Ambulances and safety and emergency equiimient shall be 
maintained at ail times in good mechanical rq^air and in a clean and sanitary condition. 

(1) Minimum Equipment Ail ambulances shall be equipped with ail safety and emergency equipment requiied 
for ambulances by the EMS agency médical director. This shaU not be less dian that lequired under the Califomia 
Vehicle Code and the Califomia Code of Régulations and régulations promulgated thereunder. 

(2) ALS and LALS Ambulance Equipment In addition to the equipment required under subsection (c)(l) above, 
ALS and LALS ambulances shall be equipped as required by administrative rules of the EMS agency. 

(3) Maintenance of Emergency Equipment and Supplies. Dressings, bandaging, instruments and other médical 
supplies used for care and treatment of patients will be protected so they are stérile when ready for use. Provisions shall 
be made to assure autoclaving or rest^ilization of emergency equipment when required. 

(4) Inspection. 

(i) Ambulances shall be inspected for Sonoma County and state of Califomia vehicle requirements not less 
than annually. This inspecticHi shall normally be carried out by the EMS agency and the Califomia Highway PatroL A 
record of the Califomia Highway Patrol inspection shall be presented to tiie EMS agency médical director upon demand. 
The local EMS agency shall inspect ambulances for compliance with local requirements and reserves the right to requiie 
further inspection beyond Califomia Highway Patrol criteria. 

(ii) Ambulances and aircraft shall be inspected not less than annually by the EMS agency staff. Inspection 
by the Califomia Highway Patrol shall also be carried out 

(iii) No person shall operate an ambulance in the county unless the vehicle contains a valid ambulance 
certifîcate. An ambulance certificate shall be issued by the EMS agency médical director upon the vehicle *s ccMnpliance 
with this chapter. 

(iv) Relationship to First Responders. When emergency médical services are imtially provided by 
nonambulance services, such as fîre or police agencies, transition of patient care shall include adéquate historical and 
médical information to ensuie continued appropriate services are rendered. In conjunction with an ^>proved program 
by the local EMS agency, nothing in this section shall preclude the use of non-transport ALS engine companies by fiie 
departments. 

(v) Destination of Emergency Patients. In the absence of spécifie instructions firom the patient(s), a responsible 
relative, law enforcement personnel or another responsible person, patients shall be transported to the nearest appropriate 
Califomia licensed emergency-receiving facility which is equipped, staffed and prepared to receive emergency cases 
and administer emergency médical care appropriate to the needs of die patient in accordance with a point-of-entry plan 
approved by the EMS agency médical director. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-7. Other provisions. 

(a) Data Collection and Reporting. 

(1) Each ambulance service its equipment and premises, vehicle maintenance records and records of calls shall 
be open to inspection and audit by the EMS agency during usual EMS agency hours of opération. 

(2) Ambulance service shall maintain accurate recwds of ail calls requiring ambulance services and calls responded 
to. A run report relating pertinent information, shall be prepared after the fmalization of each call responded to. EMS 
agency copies of aU lun reports shall be delivered to the EMS agency office within one (1) week of completion of the 

call. Ali foims shall be soited by date and type of call. AU related records shall be kept current and retained for a period ÉÊ^ 
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of not less than three (3) years, and shall be available at ail reasonable times for review by the EMS agency for the 
purpose of enforcing this chapter. Records shall contain information such as, but not necessarily iimited to, the following, 
and shall be prepared within seventy-two (72) hours after having received the original request for service: 

(i) Time of request; 

(il) Name and address of person requesting; 

(iii) Nature of request; 

(iv) Dispatchen if EMS dispatch give nin number, 

(v) Identification of ambulance, driver and attendant; 

(vi) Time of patient pickup; 

(vii) Time and place patient delivered; 

(viiï) Location of ambulance when dispatched to caU; 

(ix) Level of service rendered; 

(x) For Code 1 calls, the name of the physician, emergency médical personnel or public safety agency 
determining Ûiat a potential for emergency existed. U the détermination is made by an employée of an ambulance which 
is required to hâve a permit, the report shall state the reasons for the détermination; 

(xi) Oth^ information as required. 

(3) AU information required in this section shall be recorded on forms approved by tfie EMS agency médical 

director. 

(4) Any infonnation gathered in confcmnance with this section may be used as the basis for detennining 
compliance with this chapter. 

(b) Ambulance Based Outside Sonoma County. Ambulances based and properiy licensed outside Sonoma County may 
transport patients within Sonoma County without c(xnpliance with this chapter provided: 

(1) They do not operate within any of the designated exclusive operating areas within Sonoma County unless given 
ex{wess permission to do so by the board of supervisors. 

(2) The patient is being transported to a résidence or facility within Sonoma County from a résidence or facility 
outside of the county, or 

(3) The patient is being transpoted through Sonoma County to a destination outside the county, or 

(4) The patient was transported into the county by the same operator and is to be transported back to the county 
of origin, or 

(5) An agreement exists between contiguous counties for emergency médical services by ambulances. (Ord. No. 
4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Article 111. Communications and Dispatcli. 

Sec. 28-8. Central dispatch. 

(a) EMS Diqjatch Responsibility . EMS dispatch shall be responsible for ovaall coordination of emCTgency ambulance 
dispatch. Unless Section 28-10 ^plies, ail Code 2 and Code 3 ambulance calls for service shall be dispaK:hed by the 
EMS dispatch center. 

(b) Required Communication EquipmenL Each ambulance ceitiEied under this chapter shall be eqwpp&d with 
2ppropn2t& and jxoperiy maintained communications equipment approved by the EMS agency to maintain continuons 
communication with EMS dispatch. Each ambulance crew shall be equipped with a personal paging receiver to facilitate 
communication witfi EMS dispatch. Each ambulance cettified under this chapter shall be equipped with ^propriate and 
properiy maintained communications equipment to communicate with acute care hospitals. Ail communicaticN) equipment 
shall be maintained by the owner or franchisée. 

(c) Dispatch Policy Approval. Médical dispatch policies shall be reviewed by the fire EMS committee and tiie sheriff, 
and approved by the EMS agency. General dispatch policies affecting ambulance services shall be reviewed by the EMS 
agency and the fire EMS committee, and approved by the sheriff. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 
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Sec. 28-9. Abillty to respond. 

(a) EMS Dispatch Advisory. Ambulance services shall keep ENfS dispatch advised at ail times of any ciicumstances 
which may change the level of service or capability of its service to provide ema-gency lesponse. TWs includes, but 
is net limited to, changes in personnel and equipment status. 

(b) Availability of Ambulances. 

(1) An ambulance available for emergency service is one which has a ciew of at least two (2) cotifîed persons 
with the ambulance and which is leady at that time to be dispatched. An ambulance may aiso be considered available 
for emergency service when its crew is capable of reaching the ambulance and can depait to the scène wiâiin three (3) 
minutes of receiving a call firom EMS dispatch. An ambulance which is occupied by a patient is not considered available 
for emergency seivice and will not be dispatched under this policy excq>t in dire emergency when no other ambulance 
is available to be dispatched or the estimated time of arrivai to the scène by another ambulance is excessive and the 
patient's well-being will not be adversely afifected. 

(2) Each ambulance company is to immediately notify EMS dispatch every time it does not hâve at least one (1) 
ambulance available for emergency service. (OnL No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-10. City and fire district dispatch. 

Ambulances owned and operated by cities or fixe districts within the county EMS area may utîlize their own dispatch 
Systems in cowdination with Sonoma County EMS dispatch. Ail calls not received in a PSAP will be dispatched by 
Sonoma County EMS dispatch, unless writteai permission granted through the director of public health aUows for an 
altemate arrangement Ambulance personnel will maintain communication with EMS dispatch to keep tiiem infoimed 
of the call status throughout the calL If EMS dispatch is aware of ambulance lesources which are doser to a call than 
those dispatched by a city or fire district, EMS dispatch may cancel the responding unit and send the closest unit Cities 
which do not operate municipal ambulance services leceiving EMS calls through their PSAP will transfer the caU to 
EMS dispatch. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, Ï991.) 

Sec. 28-11. Code 3 opération (red light and siren). 

A décision to use Code 3 siiall be made by the ambulance attendant is conformance witfi Caiifomia Highway Patrol 
régulations. EMS dispatch shall be notified of Code 3 and any change in code level. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Article IV. EMS Personnel. 

Sec. 28-12. General. 

(a) Personnel Catégories. This article shall apply to EMS personnel catégories First Responder, First Responder (D), 
EMT-I, EMT-I (D), EMT-P and MICN. 

(b) Training Program Approval. AH EMS personnel training and testing programs for persons employed within Sonoma 
County shall be approved by the local EMS agency in conjunction with state guideiines. 

(c) Competency examination. An examination for competency shall be required in accoidance with State EMS 
Authority régulations. 

(d) Additional requirements. The local EMS agency may require additional training or qualifications which are greater 
than those required by state law and régulation for advanced life support personnel. 

(e) Certification/Accréditation. The EMS agency médical director shall issue an ^propriate certificate indicating class 
of service cîçability upon successful compietion of an approved training program and successftil passage of an approved 
final examination. 

(f) Procédures. Procédures for certification, accréditation, recertification, suspension, revocation and appeal shall be 
developed and implemented by the local EMS agency in confomiance with state régulations. 

(g) Identification. AU ambulance EMS personnel while responding to a call, shall wear a name tag during duty hours 
which indicates the name, the class of service he/she is entitled to perform and the company/organization the employée 
is affiliated with. 
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(h) Appearance and Demeanor. EMS personnel shall maintain professional appearance and demeanor at ail times on 
duty or in unifom. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-13. Ambulance driver. 

Every person responding to a call shall comply with this chapter and the Califomia Code of Régulations for ambulance 
drivers. Each ambulance permittee shall utilize an orientation program for drivers which is in conformance with the 
défensive driving section of the Califomia Highway Patrol Ambulance Service Handbook. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-14. Public safety and fire agency certification. 

Public safety agencies may certify and recertify public safety personnel as First Responders and EMT-ls. The State 
Fire Marshal may certify and recertify fire service personnel as EMT-1 and First Responders those persons who hâve 
completed a program of training approved by the State EMS Authority and the local EMS agency. (Ord. No. 4386 § 
1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-15. Fées for certification, authorization, accréditation and recertification. 

Fées may be charged for certification/accréditation authorization, and recertification of EMT-Ps, MICNs, and EMT-Is 
in accordance with a fee schedule adopted by the board of supervisors. Such fées shall not exceed the actual cost of 
opération of the certification/accréditation or recertification service. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-16. Contînuing éducation. 

Each certified/accredited authorized EMS person shall be required to successfuUy complète the minimum number of 
continuing éducation hours specified in accordance with State EMS régulations. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-17. Coopération with emergency department 

Ambulance personnel shall thoroughly familiarize themselves with the care rendered in emergency departments to 
ensure adéquate and effective procédures on their part. It shall be the responsibility of ambulance persoimel to meet 
with emergency department personnel of hospitals where they regularly deliver patients to discuss areas of concem to 
both hospital and ambulance company. If an impasse is reached in the resolution of problems, either party may request 
the EMS agency médical director to intervene and médiate différences. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-18. Briefing of hospital personnel. 

Whenever a patient is delivered to any facility, the ambulance personnel shall brief a facility staff member on the 
patient' s condition and treatment rendered, unless the patient is being delivered to a base hospital which has been 
directing treatment. The ambulance personnel shall not be available for dispatch until necessary briefing has occurred. 
In the case of an interfacility transfer, ail transfer paperwork must accompany the patient and shall be delivered to the 
receiving facility. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Article V. Médical and EMS Systems Control 

Sec. 28-19. Poiicies and procédures. 

The EMS agency médical director shall, in consultation with médical care providers and in conformance with accepted 
médical and administrative practices and state iaw, develop and iraplement poiicies and procédures for basic and advanced 
life support services within the EMS System. Thèse poiicies and procédures shall include, but not be limited to, patient 
évaluation and treatment and EMS System opération and évaluation. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 
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Sec. 28-20. Base hospitals. 

(a) The EMS agency médical director, with input from appropriate advisory committees, shall develop and implement 
criteria for the désignation, opération, monitoring and évaluation of base hospitals. 

(b) Base hospitals shall direct and be responsible for pre-hospital advanced life support on-line médical control. (Ord. 
No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-21 . Ambulance service franchise agreements. 

(a) Exclusive Operating Areas. The local EMS agency may provide for emergency LALS and/or ALS ambulance 
services under a local plan which créâtes one (1) or more exclusive operating areas. A compétitive process shall be 
utilized at periodic intervais to sélect the provider(s) of EMS for each exclusive operating area. 

(b) Compétitive Process. The EMS agency shall develop the request for proposai document. Notice of the compétitive 
process shall be mailed prior to the time set for submission of ail proposais, to each current ambulance service operator 
in the county, to ail emergency médical care committee (EMCC) members and any other interested parties who hâve 
requested in writing to the EMS agency. A pre-bid conférence will be held for qualified bidders. Only bidders who attend 
this public conférence will be able to submit proposais. Any proposai received after the time set for submission shall 
not be considered. An évaluation committee chosen by the director of public health shall review ail proposais and submit 
a written report and recommendation to the director of public health, who shall consider the évaluation committee 
recommendation. The director of public health will submit a written report and recommendation to the board of 
supervisors who will approve or disapprove any proposed contract with the winning bidder. 

In selecting an exclusive provider under this chapter, the EMS agency shall consider the comparative value of 
competing proposais, including the considération of: 

(1) The quality of the service to be provided; 

(2) The level of service to be provided; 

(3) The rates charged to the public for services provided; 

(4) The cost, if any, to the county, cities or district; 

(5) Documented évidence of ability to work effectively with local agencies; 

(6) Expérience in the provision of ambulance services; 

(7) The financial stability of service to be provided; 

(8) Labor considérations such as wages and benefits to field personnel. 

(c) Spécification of Exclusive Operating Areas. Ail ambulance service contracts shall specify the area within which 
the operator may provide ambulance services. No ambulance service operator may provide ambulance service for requests 
originating outside the area designated in the contract unless requested to do so by the central dispatch or under 
provisions outlined in written mutual aid agreements. 

(d) Effect of Chapter on Exclusive Operating Areas. This chapter is not intended to supersede or otherwise modify 
the performance standards set forth in any agreement between the county of Sonoma and the récipient of any exclusive 
operating area. 

(e) This section is intended to be consistent with and to cairy out the purposes of the Emergency Médical Services 
and Prehospital Care Personnel Act (Health and Safety Code section 1797 et seq., and in particular sections 1797.8) 
and to assist the department of health services in carrying out ils fimctions as the designated local EMS Agency. Except 
as provided in state law, nothing in this section is intended to limit the authority of the board of supervisors, including, 
but not limited to, the authority to enter into contracts. Ail références to the Sonoma County public health department 
or its director contained in this Chapter 28 shall be deemed to be références to the Sonoma County department of health 
services or its director. (Ord. No. 5173 § 2, 1999: Ord. No. 4435 § 2, 1991; Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-22. Briefmg of new employées. 

Ail new ambulance company and hospital personnel involved in the provision of pre-hospital care shall receive an 
orientation on the opérations, capabilities and constraints of the EMS System before functioning in the System. 
Responsibility for the orientation shall be that of the employing entity. Content and format of the orientation shall be 
approved by the hospital médical director and EMS agency médical director. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 
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Article Vi. Miscelianeous Provisions. 
Sec. 28-23. Emergency and disaster opérations. 

During any "state of war emergencyr **state of emergency" or "local emergency," as defined in the Califomia 
Emergency Sarice Act (ChapiCT 7 of Division 1 of Title 2 of the Govenmient Code), as amended, each ambulance 
service operator shall provide equipment, facilities, and personnel as required by tiie EMS agency médical diiector. (Ord. 
No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-24. User complaints. 

Complaints regarding emergency and ALS pre-hospital care services and/or charges shall be resolved at the lowest 
possible level. Any person who contends that hç/she has received inadéquate or inappropriate services cr excessive or 
inapprojmte charges shall be directed to attempt résolution of the dissatisfaction by meeting and discussing with the 
involved person, ag^cy or entity involved. If this effort is unsuccessful, the complainant may fîle a written complaint 
with the EMS agency médical director. The EMS agency médical director shall refer the allégations to the service 
provider or otherresponsible person for a response within ten (10) county woiidng days. If the matter cannot be resolved 
to the satisfaction of the complainant and EMS agency médical director, or if a response does not occur within ten (10) 
county working days, the EMS agency médical director shaU submit tiie matter to an ^propriately constituted 
subcommittee of the EMCC for recommendation or resolution. Hie EMCC subcommittee shall consist of an onbiased 
membership constimted to provide adéquate professional expertise and consumer protection. If the EMCC cannot résolve 
the matter to the satisfaction of all parties, the complainant most lesort to {Hivate légal resources for fiirther lesoluticNi 
of the matter. The EMCC shall provide a response within thirty (30) county woridng days. (Ord. No. 4435 § 2, 1991: 
Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-25. Suspension and revocation of permits or certificates. 

The EMS agency médical director may revdce any permit or certifîcate issued under provisions of this chuter when 
it has been found that any permittee or certifîcate holder violâtes any section of Ûàs chapter (or the ndes and régulations 
promulgated thereunder) which related to his/her permit or certifîcate. With regard to certifîcate holders, all action taken 
by the médical director of the local EMS agency will be in conformance with state guidelines, local EMS agency policy, 
and Califomia Code of Régulations Title 22. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-25.1. Subpoena power. 

Subpoenas, including subpoenas duces tecum, requiring a person to attend at a particular time and place to testify as 
a wimess, may be issued in ccmnection with any formai hearing invoiving the suspension or revocation of pomits or 
certificates issued under the provisions of this chapter. Said subpoenas shall be issued at the request of the EMS agency 
médical director, the permit/certificate holder, investigation review panel, hearing offîcer or the EMS agency director. 
A subpoena duces tecum shall be issued only upon the filing with the clerk of the board of supervisors of an affidavit 
or déclaration showing good cause for the production of the matters or things desired to be produced, setting forth in 
full détail the materiality thOTeof to the issues involved in the proceedings, and stating that the wimess has the desired 
matters or things in his or her possession or under his or her control, and a copy of such af&davit or déclaration shall 
be served in person or by certified mail, retum receipt requested, and must be served at least five (5) days before the 
hearing for which the attendance is soughL Service by certifïed mail shall be presumed complète within five (5) days 
af ter mailing. Any subpoena or subpoena duces tecum issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed 
issued by and in the name of the boaid of supervisors of tiie county of Sonoma. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 
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Sec. 28-26. Appeal procédure. 

The décision of the EMS agency médical diiector in any matter invoiving médical control or médical quality assurance 
shall be final and binding upon the pennit/certificate holder. In any matter where this chapter provides that an 
administrative hearing body or the board of supervisors shall hâve administrative authority over appeals of non-medical 
issues, the body^s or board' s décision shall be final and binding upon the permit/certificate holder on the thirtieth day 
after the décision is rendered. Said final décisions shall be subject to the provisions of Code of Civil Procédure Secticxi 
1094^ et seq. unless otherwise indicated hercin. (Ord. No. 4386 § 1, 1991.) 

Sec. 28-27. Enforcement. 

Section 1-7 of the Sonoma County Code will appiy to any and ail violations of this chaç)ter. (OnL No. 4386 § 1, 199 1.) 
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Article 1. Administrative. 



Sec. 29-1. Title. 



This chapter shall be known as the "Hazardous Materials Management Ordinance" (HMMO) of Sonoma County. (Ord. 
No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-2. Findings and puipose. 

(a) The board of supervisors, county of Scmoma, state of Califomia, finds and déclares that chemicals are widely used 
in ccHnmerce and by individuals in our society and that propeiiy controlled and utilized chemicals can be bénéficiai to 
our overall well being. However, the board further finds that onknown quantities and qualifies of chemicals exist which 
may he toxic, corrosive, irritating, sensitizing, or fiammable and which may cause seiious illness or harm to humans, 
animais, and the environment The public has a right to expect régulation of thèse mateiials. 

(b) The board forther finds and déclares that public protection fi^om hazardous matenals release or threatened release 
to the envxFonm^it is essential. This requires proper planning on the part of the community as well as those responsibie 
for hazardous matenals. 

(c) The board of supovisors finds and déclares that substantial public and pnvate coopération and éducation is essential 
for the sçpropriate understanding and control of chemicals. 

(d) The board of si^)ervisors further finds and déclares that the ability to respond to hazardous matenals emergencies 
is essential to the protection of aie public health and welfare and the environment from risks of harm by unplanned, 
threatened or actual releases of hazardous matenals. Hnandal responsibility for emergency response must be assumed 
by responsibie persons in order to préserve the cCTtified unified program agency's (CUPA's) ability to respond to 
hazardous matenals emergencies. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-3. Scppe. 

(a) It is the intent of this chapter to regulate the storage, handling, and management of hazardous matenals, whether 
in waste or non-waste form, unless specifically preempted by state or fédéral law. 

Çb) This chapter provides for the inventory and control of hazardous matenals which are stored above ground and 
underground in both the incorporated and unincorporated areas of Sonoma County to the extent permitted by law except 
in those incoiporated cities which are certîfied unified program agencies (CUPAs). The applicable statutes and régulations 
include the following: 

(1) Hazardous Materials Business Plans. This program includes Chemical and hazardous waste inventories and 
emergency response plans. Califomia Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.9, Article I and Titie 19 of the 
Califc^nia Code of Régulations. 

(2) Risk Management and Prévention Planning. This program includes facilities which handle, use, or store acutely 
hazardous matenals. Califomia Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.95, Article 2 and Titie 19 of the 
Califomia Code of Régulations. 

(3) UndCTground Storage Tank (UST) Program. This program includes ail underground storage tanks except those 
exempted under fédéral and state law. Califomia Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chuter 6.7 and Chuter 6.75, 
and Titie 23, Division 3, Chapter 16 and 18 of tiie Califomia Code of Régulations. 

(4) Hazardous Waste Generator Program/Tiered Permitting Hazardous Waste On-Site Treatment. This program 
includes facilities which generate any quantity of hazardous waste. Califomia Health and Safety Code, Division 20, 
Chîçter 6.5, Articles 1 — 13 and Titie 22, Division 4J, Chapters 10, 11, 12, 20 and 31 of the Catifomia Code of 
Régulations. 



• 



(Revised 5-97) 



29-2 



§ 29-3 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT § 29-4 

(5) Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act Spill Prévention, Contiol and Countenneasore (SPCC) Plans. This 
progiam includes faciiities which hâve aboveground storage of petroIeum products in excess of sa. hundred sixty (660) 
gallons per tank or in excess of one thousand three hundred twenty (1320) total gallons. Califomia Health and Safety 
Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.67. 

(6) Califomia Pire Code, Califomia Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Chuter 4, Part 25 commencing with 
Section 18935, Part 9 and Tîtie 24, Califomia Code of Régulations. This section of the Hre Code includes lequirements 
for the hazardous materials business plan. 

(c) This chuter provides for regulatoiy action by the county to remedy or prevent an imminent risk of hami to the 
public health, domestic livestock, wildlife, or the environment arising out of any actual or threatened disposai or release 
of a matmal; authorizes the county to remedy any actual or threatened release not coirected by the rcsponsible person, 
désignâtes the persons responsible for the cost of such actions by the county; and provides for criminal and civil penalties 
to be assessed for violations of âiis chapter. 

(d) AU définitions of tenus stated herein are found in state and fédéral régulations and statutes except those noted 
in Section 29-4, Définitions. 

(e) The CUPA shall enforce standards found in the cuiTMitly adopted Uniform Pire Code as they relate to hazardous 
matoiais business plans. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-4. Définitions. 

Unless the context indicates otherwise, fte foDowing définitions govem the construction of this chapter. 

"Abandonment^ means removing a hazardous mateiial storage facility £rom service witiiout compliance with this 
chapter. 

"Board of supervisors** ot "board" means the board of supervisors of Sonoma County. 

**Business" means an employer, self-emplpyed individual, trust, firm, joint stock company, corporation, parmership, 
or association. For purposes of âiis chuter, ''business" includes a business organized for profit and nonprofit business. 
'^Business'' aiso includes any dty, county, district, the state, any department or agency ihereot, or aie United States. 

"Business advisory group" means the CUPA advisory group cominised of a minimum of thiee (3) rq)resentatives from 
the local trade associations. 

"Cotifîed unified program agency (CUPA)** means the Sonoma County department of health services or the Sonoma 
County department of onergency services or the agricultmal commissioner or such other agencies as may be designated 
by the board of siq)ervisors. Désignées may be other county departments or agencies and such agencies or entities 
spproyed by the board of supervisors. AU désignées shall be responsible to the director of the department of emergency 
services. 

^^Environment" means navigable waters, waters of zones contiguous to any navigable waters, océans, seas, streams, 
creeks, rivers, ponds, pools, lakes, surface waters, groundwaters, dnnking water supplies, land surface or subsurface 
strata, and ambient air. 

"Facility" means: 

(1) Any one or, combination of, underground tanks used by a single business entity at a single location or site. 

(2) Contiguous land or stractures, or other appurtenances, or improvements on land used for the above ground 
storage of hazardous materials. 

(3) Any combination of subsections (1) and (2). 

"Health of&cer" means the Sonoma County public healâi officer or désignée. 

"Hearing officer" shall be a member of the Califomia Bar admitted to practice no less than five (5) years as is required 
by Government Code Section 27724. Hearing officers shail hâve those powers set forth in Sections 27721 and 27722 
of the Government Code including the power to conduct the hearing, the power to décide a matter upon which a hearing 
has be^i held, the power to make fîndings of fact and conclusions of law required for the décision, the power to issue 
subpoenas at the request of a party in interest, the power to receive évidence, the power to administer oaths, the power 
to rule on questions of law and the admissibilité of évidence, the power to continue the hearing from time to time, and 
the power to prepare a record of the proceedings. 
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"Highly toxic material" means matedal with a health hazard rating of 3 or 4 when rated in accordance with Unifonn 
Fire Code Standard No. 79-3. 

"InuninMit lisk of harm" means a reasonable likeiihood that public health, welfare, domestic lîvestock, wildlife, or 
the environment may be placed at risk in the near future. This term shall be constnied consistait with CERCLA (42 
use Section 9601, et seq., as amended) and RCRA (42 USC Section 6901 et seq., as amended.) 

**Lead agency" for hazardous materials management means the Sonoma County department of emergency services. 

"Operator" means those persons described as "operators" by the Comprehensive Enviionmental Response Compensation 
and LiabUity Act of 1980, as amended (42 USC SecticMi 9601 et seq.) and by the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act, Subtiûe I, as amended (42 USC Section 6991(2)(B)(4)). 

"Owner" means those persons described as "owners" by the Comprehensive Enviionmental Response and Liability 
Act, as amended (42 USC SecticHi 9601 et seq.) and by the Resonrce Conservation and Recovery Act, Subtitle I, as 
amended (42 USC Section 6991(2)(B)(3)). 

"Person" means an individual, business, trust, firm, joint stock company, corporation, inciuding a govemment 
corporation, parmership, and association. "Person" also includes any city, connty, district, the state, any department or 
ag^cy thereof, or the United States, to the extent authonzed by fédéral iaws. 

"Public agency" means any city, county, district, the state, any department or agency tihereof, or the United States to 
the extent anthorized by fédéral law. 

"Recovery action" means those actions taken in coimection with monitoring, assessing or evaluating a reiease or 
threatened lelease of a hazardous material or are taken in connection with attempting an amélioration or permanent 
removal of a reiease or titreatraed reiease of a hazardous material, or any action taken by any govemmental agency to 
compel the iawfui disposai of hazardous materials, the remediation of a contaminated site, the lemoval of a threatened 
reiease, or to recover costs of disposai or remediation where a govemmental agency has arranged for or accomphshed 
the remediaticHi of a threatened or actual reiease. 

"Regulatory action" means any action taken by any govenmiental agency to enforce Iaws or régulations or this chapter 
relating to the stcsage, handling, or management, of hazardous materials. 

"Substantial lepsjr or modification" means any repaîr or modification that occurs within a six (6) month period âiat ^^^ 

is equal to or greater than twenty percent (20%) of the replacement cost or results in déviation from approved plans ^^m 

and specificaticHis unless otherwise provided by law. ^^ 

**Tliieaiened reiease" means a condition creaiing an unreasonable risk of reiease. (Qrd. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-5. Certified unified program agency (CUPA). 

This chapter shall be administered by the CUPA in coopération with other agencies enforcing hazardous materials 
regulaticHis and statntes. Regulatory duplication shall be avoided where adéquate contiol of hazardous materials exists. 
(Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Article II. General Applicability. 
Sec. 29-6. Applicability. 

(a) No person shall cause, suffer, or permit the storage of hazardous materials: 

(1) In a manner which violâtes a provision of this chapter or any other local, fédéral, or state statute, code, iule, 
or régulation relating to hazardous materials; or 

(2) In a manner which causes any actual or threatened disposai or reiease of hazardous materials into the 
environment or poses a significant risk of such actual or threatened disposai or reiease. 

(b) Violations of this chapter shall be deemed to be a public or private nuisance and may be remedied through 
abatement proceedings or other regulatory action in accordance with the provisions of this ch2Ç)ter, or state or fédérai 
law, if applicable. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 
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Article ill. Pennits. 
Sec. 29-7. Consolidated permit application. 

(a) A Consolidated permit shall be required to stcoe or handle hazardous mateiials for those programs as defined in 
Title 27, Division 1, Subdivision 4, Chapter 1 of the Califomia Code of Régulations. This article does not apply to private 
households storing or handling reasonable household quantities of hazardous materials in consumer-sized containers for 
domestic use. A Consolidated permit shall be required to store any quantity of a carcinogen, used for business praposes. 

(b) Application for Consolidated pemiits required by this chuter shall be made by the owner, operaior, or handler 
on a standardized form provided by the CUPA and shall be accompanied by the appropriate fee. 

(c) Consolidated pennits issued puisuant to this chapter shall be valid for three (3) yeais. Facilities must submit 
updated information and fées annuàQy to the CUPA. The CUPA may not issue or renew a Consolidated ■permit unless 
the premises are inspected in accordance with Section 29-14 and detomined to comply with this chapter. 

(d) Additional infomiation may be required by the CUPA for piocessing a Consolidated permit ^pUcation. 

(e) Every Consolidated pemiit application shall contain a signed statement, and date of signature, under penalty of 
perjury, by the applicant that the information contained theiein is true and correct If any pemiit is issued upon the basis 
of an appUcaùon which contauis false information, the pennit shall be void and of no effect, regardless of whetho* the 
falsification is wilfnl or négligent (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-8. Consolidated permit»— Exceptions. 

(a) A CUPA may grant an exemption frcan pemiitting and inspection requiiements of the ha2ardous waste generator 
program for those facUities which générale less than five (5) gallons each of a lecyclable hazardous waste per month 
and which recycle such waste. Facilities gtanted an exemption are responsible for adhérence to al! local, state and fédéral 
hazardous waste régulations. The CUPA has the right at any time, to inspect facilities to insure compliance with thèse 
regulatiOTs. This exemption vidll be removed, if upon inspection, the CUPA détermines that the fadlity is not in 
compliance with the régulations. Ail fées will be due at that timne. 

(b) Persons who accumulate less than fi^-five (55) gallons of hazardous waste at any one time, up to a maximum 
of three hundred twenty-five (325) gallons per year, may participate in the self-audit program. The self-audit program 
includes yearly submittal of self-audit checklist and reduced fées in the foUowing years after issuance and compliance 
with the initial Consolidated pennit to the owner/operator. If such a person is f ound to be out of compliance due to Class 
I or repeated Class n violations as discovered through the audit inspection process, tiiey will lose their eligibility for 
fee réductions, and their fées will convert back to the fuD small quantity generator permit fee. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-9. Permit fées. 

(a) An application fee shall be paid to the CUPA by each person who submits an application for any pennit required 
by this chuter and for the renewal or amendment of any such permit An annual fee shall be paid to the CUPA by each 
person issued a pennit pursuant to this chapter during the term of such permit The board of supervisors shall establish 
the mounts at a level sufficient to pay the necessary and reasonable costs of services incurred in administering this 
chuter including, but not limited to, permitting and inspection responsibilities. The board may provide for the waiver 
of fées whoi a public agency ai^lies for a permit or for a renewal of a pennit to operate. 

(b) The application and annual fee shaU include a state surcharge as determined by the législature to cover the costs 
of state agencies. 

(c) There shall be added to and coUected with any pennit fee a penalty equal to ten percent (10%) of the local fee 
for ail fées that are delinquent for thirty (30) days. For each additional month or fraction thereof in which the delinquency 
continues, an additional ten percent (10%) penalty shall be collected. In no event shall the total penalty exceed one 
hundred percent (100%) of the permit fee. This penalty may be assessed in addition to any violation reinspection fee. 

(d) No refund or rebate of any permit fee or other fee required by this chuter shall be allowed by reason of the fact 
that the pennit is denied or the permittee discontinues the activity or use of a facility prior to the expiration of the term 
of that permit or that the pennit is suspended or revoked prior to the expiration of the term. 
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(e) Any person who shall commence any woik for which a pemiit is required by this chapter without first having 
obtained a permit therefor, or has failed to apply for an opeialing pennit or Êaiied to register their underground storage 
tank(s) with the lead agency prior to March 1, 1986, shall, if subsequently pemiitted to obtain a peimit, pay double the 
pennit fee for such wOTk, provided, however, that this provision shall not 2Ç)ply to emergency work in accordance with 
Secti(Mi 29-12 when it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the lead agency tiiat such woik was urgently necessary and 
that it was not practical to obtain a pennit befoie commencement of the work. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-10. Pennit transfer. 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, no person shall own or opeiate a hazardous materials storage 
£aci]ity unless a pennit application for its opération has been submitted to the CXJPA. Any person who is to assume the 
ownership of a hazardous materials storage facility from the previous owner shall complète an ^jproved form accepting 
the obligations of the permit and submit the completed form to the CUPA within thirty (30) days after the ownership 
is transferred. The CUPA may review and modify or tenninate the transfer of the permit to operaie the premises, pursuant 
to the criteiia specified in this chuter. 

(b) Any person assuming ownership of hazardous materials storage facility for which a valid operating pennit has 
been issned ^lall hâve tfiirty (30) days after the date of assumption of ownoship to zpply for an operating pennit 
pursuant to this chuter or, if accepting a transferred pennit, shall submit to the CUPA Ae completed forni accepting 
the obligations of the transfened permit as specified in subsection (a) of this section. During the penod £rom the date 
of application nntil the permit is issued or refused, the person shall not be held in violation of this section. (Qrd. No. 
5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-11. Underground storage tank permits. 

(a) A pennit must be obtained firom the CUPA for installation, modification, repair ot closure of an underground storage 
tank in accordance with state law and régulations. The pennit ^plication must be submitted along with two (2) sets 
of plan drawings, specificati(xis, and the ^propxate plan check fee. Upon approval of plans and spécifications, the CUPA 
shall issue a peimit to install, constract, modify, or close a tank, llie pennit shall be valid for up to one (1) cal^dar 
year from date of issue. A pennit shall not be raiewed or reissued for more than one (1) year. Application for extension 
of a permit ^lall be made at least thirty (30) days prior to expiration of such a permiL 

(b) The testing of underground storage tanks siuQl require a précision testing permit The ^plication shaU be made 
on forms jHOvided by the CUPA. 

(c) The CUPA may perf CHm such inspections which are necessary at the discrétion of the CUPA, to ensure compliance 
with this chsçter or other applicable laws and régulations or to protect the public health or safety or the environment 

(d) Any peimit issued for activities relating to underground storage tanks must include évidence of woiker's 
compensation insurance or other compliance with Section 3800 of the Calîfomia Labor Code. 

(e) For the puiposes of this section, hazardous materials stor^e fadlities include tanks with c^acities of one thousand 
(Hie hundred (1,100) gallons or less which are located on faims and which store motor vehicle fuel used primarily for 
agiicultural puiposes and are not for resale, as well as tanks located on farms or at personal résidences which hâve 
«qjacities of one thousand one hundred (1,100) gallons or less, and which store home heating oil for consumptive use 
on the premises where stored, where a change of use occurs in any of the foUowing: the tanks, the contents of the tanks, 
or the land. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-12. Emergency repair permit. 

The permittee may make emergency repairs to a facihiy in advance of seeking an additional peimit approval whenever 
an immédiate repair is required to prevent or contain any actual or threatened disposai or release or to protect the integriiy 
of the containmenL However, within five (5) working days after such emergency repairs hâve been staited, the permittee 
shall sedc approval pursuant to Section 29-11 by submitting drawings or other information adéquate to describe the 
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lepairs to the CUPA. The repair of items that would normally be considered a part of ongoing maintenance do not need 
a permit, e.g- leplacing a valve, coating a floor, sealing cracks, etc., even if done in response to an emergency situation. 
(Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-13. Permit suspension. 

Whenever the CUPA finds that the suspension of a permit prior to a hearing for regulatory action is necessary to protect 
the public health or safety from an immédiate threat to public health or safety, tiie CUPA may immediateiy susp^d 
any permit The CUPA shall immediateiy notify tiie pennittee or designated twenty-four (24) hour contact person of 
such susprasion by any of the following methods: (1) written notice of suspension mail ceitifîed, retum receipt requested 
to the owner or operator of the facility and to the perscxis shown on the laiest equalized coonty tax roll to be the owners 
of the real property on which the facility is located; (2) personal deUveiy of written notice of suspension served upon 
an owner ot operator of the facility; (3) posting notice of suspensicm on the property and theieafter mailing a copy of 
the notice by first class mail, postage pre-paid to the persons shown on the latest equalized county tax roll to be the 
owners of the real property. Service in thisnwmnerisdeemed complète at the timeof mailing. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Article IV. Inspections and Enforcement. 

Sec. 29-14. Inspections. 

(a) The CUPA shall inspect every hazardoos matnials stor^e facility every three (3) years unless covered by Section 
29-8(b). After an inspection, the CUPA shall prépare a compliance report detailing the inspection and shall send a copy 
of the report to the permit holder. 

G>) Any facility using hazardous materials ordy for heating or cooking purposes shall be inspected once upon inclusion 
in the program and, thereafter, must submit an annual self-inspection form supplied by the CUPA. (Ord. No. 5015 § 
1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-15. Dispute résolution. 

Médiation of disputes or peer review may be held pursuant to procédures adopted by the CUPA in concert with the 
business advisory group. The médiation process is available only for Class I hazaidous waste violations. The peer review 
process is available fw any CUPA violation except for Class I hazaidous waste violations. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-16. Notice to comply. 

Unless tiie CUPA fînds that a summaiy permit suspension is necessaiy to protect the public health or safety from 
immédiate threat, the CUPA shall issue a notice to comply for failure to comply with provisions of this chuter or any 
conditions of the pennit including payment of any fee requiied by this chuter or state law, or before instituting 
regulatory acticKn pursuant to this chapter. 

(a) The contents of the notice to comply shall: 

(1) Identify the property on which the condition exits; 

(2) Desciibe the condition to be remedied; 

(3) State tiie légal basis for issuance of the notice; and 

(4) State the time within which the conditicHi shall be remedied 

(b) The notice shall also inform the récipient that failure to remedy the condition as directed may resuit in the county 
taidng fuither regulatory action or recovery action. Such regulatory action may include, but is not limited to, suspension, 
modificatiOT, or revocation of a permit, or institution of abatement or other proceedings by the county to correct the 
condition. 

(c) The notice shall contain the définition of "responsible party" and "costs" set out in Section 29-26 of the chapter 
and shall inform the récipient that the county may recover the cost of any recovery action through a lien on the property. 
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(d) The notice shall infonn the person to whom it is direcied that he or she may hâve a right to a heaiing before a 
hearing officer regarding the issuance, déniai or modification of a permit and shall infonn the récipient how to file an 
appeal as set out in Section 29-21. 

(e) Notice shall be sent by first-class mail or hand delivered lo the permittee or violator. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Article V. Recovery Action or Regulatory Action. 
Sec. 29-17. Reporting reieases or threatened reieases. 

(a) The operator, owner, or handler shall institute and complète ail actions necessary to remedy the effects of an actoal 
or threatened release. The qpeiator, owner, or handler shall reimburse the county or city ail costs incurred by the county 
or city in lesponding to such an actual or threatened release within ihirty (30) days of submission of an invoice. This 
responsibility is not conditioned upon évidence of wilfulness or négligence of the operator, owner, or handler in causing 
or aUowing such release. 

(b) The reporting requirements of this section shall be in accordance with ^plicable state laws and regulations. (Ord. 
No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-18. Emergency response. 

(a) An emeigency is a condition cieating a leasonable caose for concem that someone or scmiething may be exposed 
to a risk of haim by a release or a threatened release of a hazardous matenal if prompt recovery action is not taken. 

(b) In the event of an emergency, the CUPA may take any investigative, regulatory action or recovery action necessary 
to identify, remedy, or prevent an imminent risk of harm. The responsible person or persons shall be jointly and severally 
liable to the county for ail costs incuired by it in taking any investigative, regulatory action or recovery action except 
as «cpressly provided in this chapter. 

(c) Where the QJPA has taken investigative, regulatory acdon or recovery action to identify, remedy, or prevent an 
inuninent risk of harm to the public health, safety or welfare, domestic iivestock, wildlife, or the environment, arising 
out of any actoal or threatened release of any hazardous material of any mount or concentration, a presumption shall 
aiise that an actual or threatened release occmred and that the regulatory action or recovery action was reasonably 
necessary to iHevent an actual or threatoied release. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-19. Administrative review. 

The CUPA shall review the permit whenever there has been an actual or threatened release or when it is determined 
that any undergroraid storage tank is unsafe. In determining whether to modify or terminale the permit, the CUPA shall 
consider the âge of the storage System, the metfaods of containment, the methods of monitoring, tiie feasibility of any 
lequiied rcpairs, the concentration of the hazardous materials stored, the severity of potential unauthorized reieases, and 
the suitabiÛty of any other long-tam preventative measures which would meet the requirements of this chuter. (Ord. 
No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-20. Regulatory action. 

(a) Regulatory action includes, but is not limited to, suspension or revocation of a permit, an order to cease 
noncompliance with the terms or conditions of a permit, an order to correct a condition, or cease a practice, or modify 

a business plan. 

(b) A permit may be subjected to regulatory action for any of the foUowing causes, arising fi-om acts or omissions 
of the permittee, either before or after a permit is issued: 

(1) Raud, wilful misrepresentation, or any wilful, inaccurate, or false statement in applying for a new or renewed 
permit; 
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(2) Fraud, wilfùl misrepresentation, or wilM, inaccurate or false statement in any report required by this chapler; 

(3) Failure to abate, conect or rectify any noncompliance witfiin tiie time specified in the notice of compliance; 

(4) Faiiure to correct conditions constituting an unreasonable risk of any actual or threatened disposai or rclease 
of hazardous mateiials within a leasonable time after notice from any govemmental entity; 

(5) Failure to abide by the regulalory action imposed by the CUPA; 

(6) Faiinre to pay fées established by this chapter. (Qrd. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Article VI. Appeals. 
Sec. 29-21. Rling an appeal. 

An appeal shall be fîled in writing with the CUPA within thirty (30) days of receipt of the notice to comply . The appeal 
must be fîled with the ŒIPA. Such s^peals shall indicate the name and address of aie p»:son or entity filing the appeal 
and aie name and addzess of aie facility involved, if applicable. The appeal shall also contain, setting fortti with 
paiticulaiity the ground or grounds for the sppeal, the pexson's attentions on appeal and a légal basis for the peison's 
contentions. The appellant shall assert any claim for trade secrets to be raised at the hearing, together with a légal 
justification for fte claim. Failure to assert such a claim in a timely fashion may be deemed by the hearing offîcer to 
constitute a waiver of the claim. If the hearing of&cer détermines that a trade secret exists, it may take any step necessaiy 
to prevent unnecessary disclosure inciuding excluding the public from that portion of the hearing. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 
1997.) 

Sec. 29-22. Notice of hearing. 

(a) (1) Subséquent to receipt of an appeal, a notice of hearing shall be served on the appellant by the CUPA, in 
writing, setting forth the time and place of the hearing, the ground or grounds upcm which the recov^ acticHi is based, 
the pertinent code secticHi or sections, and a brief statement of the factoal matters in support thereof. Tlie notice shall 
be givm at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing date which shall be not less than thirty (30) nor more than ninety 
(90) days from the date upcm which aie request for hearing was fîled. The hearing offîcer may reschednle aie hearing 
for good cause shown by either party. 

(2) A notice of hearing shall also include the names of hearing officers empowered to hear ^peals together with 
the following notice: 

"One of the individuals set forth above will be acting in the capacity of a Heaiing Officer in connection with the 
alleged hazardous materials incident for which you hâve been deemed a responsible party. If you object to having any 
one of tiiese individuals sit as a Heaiing Officer, you must advise the CUPA in writing of your objections, together 
witfi spécifie reasons why such officer could not impartially conduct the administrative abatement hearing, no later 
than ten (10) days fiom the date of tfiis letter. Failure to file a timely objection with the CUPA or failure to set forth 
good cause as to why any such individual should not serve as a Hearing Officer in cormection with your property shall 
be deemed a waiver of any rights to object to or récuse such Hearing Officer at the time of the hazardous materials 
liability appeal hearing. 

(b) Hearings shall be conducted informally according to raies or procédures established by the hearing officer. 

(c) Proceedings before the heaiing officer shall be electronically recorded. Either party may request that the 
proceedings also be recorded by a court stenogr^her, at the cost of the requesting party. Transcriptions shall be at the 
cost of the requesting party. 

(d) A hearing officer will conduct the hearing and prépare fïndings. 

(e) If no action is taken by the hearing officer within thirty (30) days of the hearing on the appeal, the appeal shall 
be deemed denied. 

(f) Costs associated with tfie hearing officer will be reimbursed by the party deemed responsible in the findings of 
the appeal, if any. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 
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Sec. 29-23. Hearing procédures. 

(a) The heaiing need not be conducted acccnding to tKJhnical mies relating to évidence and witnesses. Any relevant 
évidence diall be considered if it is the sent of évidence upon which responsible persons are accustomed to rely in the 
conduct of seiious affairs, legardless of the existence of any common law or statutory inle which might make improper 
the admission of such évidence over objections in civil actions before a court of compétent juiisdiction. Unduly 
repetitious or irrelevant évidence shall be excluded at the discrétion of the hearing offîcer. 

(b) The coimty and its officiais shall hâve the burden of producing évidence supporting the liability of the party seeking 
to be excused from hazaidous materials clean up costs. Upon such a showing, the appellant will hâve the burden of 
producing évidence in suppcxt of his/her theory that he/she dœs not bear liability for hazardous matenals cleanup costs. 

(c) Hndings shall be made upon a prépondérance of the évidence in the administrative record. 

(d) After aU of the testimony is talœn, tiie hearing offîcer shall close the public hearing unless he or she deems it 
necessaiy to continue the hearing for the receipt of additional évidence or an ordinance interprétation from the board 
of supovisors. Duiing the course of the hearing, the hearing offîcer may question any wimess and may, at aie request 
of a party in interest, allow cross examination if he ch* she deems it in the intœsts of justice to do so. 

(e) Whenever the hearing offîcer deems it necessary to take a fîeld tnp to view the site in question, public notice of 
the time and location shall be given. Unless the site visit is tape lecorded, the heaiing offîcer shaU not talk to any 
members of the public during the conduct of such site visit In the event of a site visit, the hearing offîcer shall continue 
the heaiing to a time certain on a date after that upon which the site visit will occur. At the time of the continued hearing, 
the hearing offîcer shall place into the record his or her visual observations made and the conclusions drawn as a resuit 
of such viât 

(f) Hearing offîcers may, upon good cause shown, issue subpoenas. If a party in interest lequests the issuance of a 
subpoena for the attendance of a wimess or the production of documents, such party shall bear the responsibility and 
cost of serving such subpoenas together wiâi aie reasons for requesting same shall be sent to the CUPA which will, 
in tiim, forward them to the heaiing offîcer. 

(g) Hearings shall be conducted in a manner suitable to ensure fundamental faimess to ail parties concemed, limited 
by the need to secure relevant infcimation necessary to render a décision without unnecessary delay. Appeals £nom the 
hazaidous materials hearing offîcer's décision shall be processed as provided in this chapter under Section 29-25. (Ord. 
No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-24. Disposition of appeal. 

(a) After hearing the appeal, the hearing offîcer may: (1) refer the matter back to the CUPA for a new investigation 
and décision; (2) may afÔrm or modify the décision of tiie CUPA; or (3) may direct the CUPA to issue a permit which 
may or may not contain conditions which must be met in order to obiain or maintain the permit. If the matter is referred 
back to the CUPA, the CUPA must respond within the time specified by the hearing offîcer in its refeiral. 

(b) If the hearing offîcer, after the hearing, finds that cause exists for legulatoiy action, the hearing offîcer may impose 
one (1) or more of the following: 

(1) À waming; 

(2) An oïder to correct the particular noncompliance specified in the notice issued pursuant to Section 29-16; 

(3) A revocaticHi of the permit for the faciiity; 

(4) Suspension of the permit for the faciiity for a specified period not to exceed six (6) months; 

(5) Modification or addition of conditions to the permit; 

(6) Revocation of the permit with no re^plication permitted for a specified period not to exceed three (3) years. 
If the grounds for regulatory action are based on Section 29-20(b)(3), (4), or (5), and if such grounds are limited to one 
(1) portion of the storage faciiity, the regulatory action shall be limited to that portion. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 
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Sec. 29-25. Décision of hearîng officer. 

(a) The hearing ofi5cer shall render a written décision stating the findings upon which the décision is based and the 
action taken, if any. The décision of the hearing officer is fiuial. 

(b) Judicial review of the décision of the hearing officer shall be according to the provisions of Code of Civil 
Procédure Section 1094.6- The décision of the hearing officer shall contain a statement notifying the permittee that any 
pétition for review must be filed within the time specified in that section. (Oïd. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Article Vil. Légal. 

Sec. 29-26. Liabilities and défenses. 

(a) This section shall be construed consistent with CERCLA, 42 USC Section 9601 , et seq., as amended and Califomia 
Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chuter 6.7 and Chapier 6.75 as amended. 

(b) The following described persons are considered ^'responsible persons" for the pinposes of this chapter and shall 
be jointly and severally liable to the county for ail costs incumed by it in taking any investigative, recovery or regulatory 
action or emergency response or action, in connection with an actual or threatened release of any hazaidous mateml: 

(1) Any person whose neglig^t or wilfol act or omission proximately caused any actual or threatened disposai 
or release of a iiazardous material; 

(2) Any pexson who owned or tiad dominion or control of any hazardous material at the time of such actual or 
threatened disposai or release witboot regard to fault or proximate cause; 

(3) Any person wiio owned or had dominion or control of any container which held any hazardous material at 
the time of, or immediately prior to any actual or threatened disposai or release without regard to fault or proximate 
cause; 

(4) Any **owner" as defined by this chapter, including, but not limited to, any owner of land on which a release 
of hazardous materials actually occurs or threatens to occur, any owner of a fadlity at which an actual or threatened 
release occuis, any owner of hazardous materials which are involved in an actual or threatened release; 

(5) Any "operator" as defined by this chapter, including, but not hmited to, any person who opérâtes a hazaidous 
materials facUity involved in an actual or threatened release of iiazardons material, or any person with control over the 
opération or management of a iiazardous materials facility involved in an actual or threatened release; 

(6) Any person who by contract ananged for the disposai of hazaidous material at a site involved in an actual 
or tiireatened release of a hazardous matoial which was the subject of the contract; 

(7) Any person who accepts or accqpted any hazardous material for transport to a disposai or treatment site selected 
by that person; 

(8) Any liazardous waste generalor; 

(9) Any perscm who is a triant, lessee, or sublessee of land on which an actual or threatened release of hazaidous 
materials occurs where the person possesses dominion or control over the land. 

(c) Responsibiiity is strict and is not conditioned upon évidence of wilfulness, négligence, fault, or proximate cause 
in causing or allowing such actual or tfueatened release of hazaidous substances except as expressly provided in this 
chapter. 

(d) "Costs" under this article include, but are not limited to, the reasonable costs of equipment, personnel, laboratoiy 
fées, administrative costs, court costs, witness fées, and attomeys' fées. 

(e) The foUowing constitute défenses to liability based on this section: 

(1) Défenses available to a "responsible party" pursuant to CERCLA, 42 USC Section 9601, et seq., as amended; 

(2) Défendant proves, by a preponderance of the évidence, the actual or threatened release was proximately caused 
by an act of God as defined under state or fedeial laws or régulations and that the défendant took reasonable précautions 
to avoid an actual or threatened release; 

(3) Défendant proves, by a preponderance of the évidence, the actual or threatened release was exclusi vely caused 
by an act of war; 

(4) Défendant is named as a responsible party solely by viitue of his or her ownership of land where an actual 
or threatened release occuired and défendant proves ail of the following, by a preponderance of the évidence: 
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(i) Défendant had no reason to know or suspect that an acttial or âneatened lelease of hazardous materials 
occurred or was reasonably likely to occur on tiie land, 

(ii) If the actual or ttneatened release occurred prior to defendant's purchase, défendant must prove, by a 
prépondérance of the évidence, that défendant undertook adéquate inquiiy into the uses of the land consistent with good 
commercial praciice, good customary practice, and which was reasonable under the cîrcumstances, in order to ascertain 
whether or not hazardous materials were présent on the land. In determining whether or not défendant undertook adéquate 
inquiry, the following shaU be taken into account: 

(A) The spécial knowledge or expérience of défendant, 

(B) The relationship of any purchase price to the value of comparable uncontaminated real estate, 

(C) Commorûy known or leasonable ascertainable information about aie land, 

(D) Obviousness of présence or likely présence of hazardous materials, 

(E) Defendant's ability to detect ûie présence or likely présence of hazardous mateiial by reasonable 
inquiiy or inspection; 

(5) Whine the hazardous material was placed on defendant's land subséquent to defendant's purchase of the land, 
and the défendant proves the foUowing: 

(i) Neither the landowner nor the lessees of the landowner had knowledge of the placement nor did the 
landowner nor the lessee of the landowner consent to the placement, 

(ii) The landowner did not acquiesce in the présence of hazardous materials on the land subséquent to 
placement In determining whether or not défendant acquiesced in the jnesence of a hazardous material, the following 
shall be taken into account 

(A) The landowner made reasonable inspections of the land, 

(B) The landowner had no reason to suspect a hazardous material was présent, 

(C) The landowner did not know nor hâve reason to know a hazardous mateiial was présent, 

(D) The landowner took reasonable steps to cause the removal of the hazardous materials upon discovery . 
(f) If one (1) or more responsible persons asserts that responsîbility for an actual or threatened release is c^able of 

apportionment among them, the burden of proof as to the apportiorun^it is upon each such responsible person. In order 
to show responsibility for an actual or threatened release is capable of apportionment, a responsible person must show 
that each responsible person to a divisible harm and that it is reasonable, under the circumstances, to appordon 
responsibility. Nothing in this section shall affect the imposition of joint and several liability. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-27. Penalties. 

Except where the act constituting a violation of this chapter constimtes a violation of any state or fédéral law which 
is designed to achieve the same purposes as this chapter, or where a penalty under this chapter is otherwise prohibited 
by law, violations of this chapter shall be punishable as follows: 

(a) Any owner, qjeratOT or handler or handler of a hazardous materials facility subject to this chapter shall be liable 
for a civil penalty of not less than five hundred dollars (S500.00) or more than fïve thousand dollars ($5,000.00) per 
day for any of Ihe following: 

(1) Opération witiiout an ^pn^xdate pennit 

(2) Failure to monitor the hazardous matCTials facility as requiied by the permit 

(3) Failure to report an actual or threatened release as required by Section 29-17. 

(4) Failure to properiy close an underground storage tank as required by Section 29-11. 

(b) Any owner of a hazardous materials facility shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than five hundred dollars 
($500.00) or more than five thousand dollars ($5,000,00) per day for any of the following: 

(1) Failure to obtain a pennit as specified by this chapter. 

(2) Failure to repair a hazardous materials facility in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

(3) Abandonment or improper closure of any hazardous materials facility subject to the provisions of this chapter. 
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(4) Knowing failure to take reasonable and necessary steps to assure compliance with this chuter by the owner, 
operator or handier or handier of a hazardous mateiials facility. 

(c) Any person who falsifies any monitoring records requiied by this chapter, or knowingly fails to report an actual 
or thieatened release shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not less than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) 
or more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not to exceed one 
(1) year or by boâi that fine and imprisonment. 

(d) Any person œ business who violâtes Section 29-17 of this chapter or Section 25507 of the Health and Safety Code 
shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not more than twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) for each day 
of violation, or by imjHisonment in the county jail for not more than one (1) year or by both the fine and imprisonment 
If the conviction is for a violation ccHnmitted after a first conviction under this section, the person or business shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) or more than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) 
per day of violation, or by imprisonment in the state prison for sixteen (16), twenty (20), or tw«ity-four (24) months 
or in the county jail for not more than one (1) year or by both the fine and imprisonment Furtheimore, if the violation 
results in, or significantly contributes to an emergency, including a fïre to which a public agency is required to respond, 
the person or business shall also be assessed the fiill cost of the emergency lesponse as well as the cost of cleaning up 
and disposing of the hazardous materials and any costs assodated with collecting moneys owed under this section. 

(e) In determining both the civil and criminal p^ialties imposed pursuant to this section, the court shall consider ail 
relevant drcumstances including, but not limited to, the extent of hazm or potential hann caosed by the violation, the 
nature of the violation and the period of time over which it occurred, and the frequency of past violations and the 
regulatory action, if any, taken by aie person who holds the permit 

(f) Except where piohibited by law, penalties under this section are in addition to, and do not supersede or limit any 
and ail other légal remédies and penalties. 

(g) Persons providing information wiâi respect to cotain hazardous material law violations may be eligible for a reward 
under Sections 25517 of the Health and Safety Code. 

(h) Other penalties or remédies may apply under state law. This article is not intended to be all-encompassing. (Ord. 
No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-28. Local agency assistance. 

The C^UPA may request the assistance of other govemmental agencies to remedy the effects of, and rcmove any 
hazardous material which has been released. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-29. Régulations. 

The board of supervisors may adopt by resolution, reguiations implementing and enforcing this chapter. (Ord. No. 
5015 § I, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-30. Statutory severabiiity. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this chapter is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitu- 
tional by a décision of any court of compétent jurisdiction, such décision shall not effect the validity of the remaining 
portions of the chuter. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 

Sec. 29-31. Interprétation. 

It is the intent of this chapter to regulate the storage, handling, use and management of hazardous materials or 
substances unless specificaUy preempted by state or fédéral law. This chuter is not intended, and shall not be construed, 
to apply to any substance or activity which is preempted by fédéral or state law or to the extent that such application 
would unduly interfère with the achievement of fédérai or state regulatcffy activities. It is the intention of the board of 
supervisors that this chuter shall be interpreted to be compatible with fédéral and state enactments and in furtherance 
of the public pmposes which those enactments express. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 
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Sec. 29-32. State^mandated provisions. 

Those provisions of fhis chapter which are mandated by state law may be subject to change wi^out notice or action 
by tiie county. Tliis chapter will be periodically updated to reflect such changes. (Ord. No. 5015 § 1, 1997.) 
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Article I. ^ 

Division A. Inspection and Testing of Weighing and Measuring Devices. 

Sec. 30-1 . Purpose and authority. 

The purpose of this article is to establish a System for registering commercial weighing and measuring devices and to re- 
cover the costs of inspecting and testing such devices by the County Sealer pursuant to Califomia Business and Professions 
Code Division 5, Section 12210 and to recover the cost of carrying out Section 1221 1. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-2. Définitions. 

(a) "Division of weights and measures" means the office of the agricultural commissioner-sealer of Sonoma County and 
its agents and employées duly authorized to act on behalf of said office. 

(b) "Weighing and measuring devices" means the devices specified in Section 12210 of the Business and Professions 
Code. 

(c) "Business location" has the meaning set forth in Section 12240(o) of the Business and Professions Code or its suc- 
cessor provision. 

(d) "Sealer of weights and measures" or "sealer" means the Sonoma County agricultural commissioner-sealer and his or 
her duly authorized agents. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-3. Device registration. 

No person shall use any commercial weighing or measuring device without first registering the device with the division of 
weights and measures. The registration shall be in addition to any other certificate, license, or permit which may be required 
by the county or any other public entity. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-4. Application for registration. 

Applications for device registration and renewals thereof shall be filed with the sealer upon such form as he or she may 
prescribe. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-5. Term of registration. 

A registration shall be valid for the twelve (12) month term set by the sealer. 
(Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-6. Fées. 

(a) The annual fee for registering weighing and measuring devices to be used for a fixed location throughout the term of 
the registration shall be set by the board from time to time by ordinance. 

(b) The annual fee for registering weighing and measuring devices set by the board pursuant to Section 30-6(a) shall be 
consistent with the provisions of Section 12240, Division 5, Califomia Business and Professions Code, and its successor 
provisions. 

(c) Should Section 1 2240 not be effective after January 1 , 20 1 1 , the sealer shall submit and the board of supervisors shall 
adopt by ordinance a schedule of registration fées for weighing and measures devices consistent wth the provisions of appli- 
cable law and sufficient to cover the costs of carrying out Division 5, Califomia Business and Professions Code. 

(d) The sealer may recover his or her costs for testing or re-testing devices found in violation of Section 12107, Division 
5, Califomia Business and Professions Code. 



' Prior ordinance history: Ords. 3688, 3792, 4576, 4663, 4755, 4947, 541 1 and 5475. 
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(e) The revenue from the fées charged pursuant to this section shall be placed in the gênerai fiind of the county and used 
solely for activities substantially related to inspection and testing of weighing and measuring devices, within the limits of 
applicable state law as provided in Section 12240, Califomia Business and Professions Code. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-7. Late registration fées. 

In accordance with Section 30-6, any registration fee not paid within thirty (30) days of the date when due is delinquent. 
The original fee remains due and shall be subject to a penalty of fifty percent (50%) of the original fee, and fées not paid 
within sixty (60) days past the original due date shall be subject to a penalty amount equal to one hundred percent ( 1 00%) of 
the original fee to cover the additional costs associated with late registration. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-8. Transfer of registration. 

A registration certifïcate is not transférable from one person to another, and is only valid for the spécifie devices, and, if 
the devices are to be used at a fixed location, for the location for which it is issued. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-9. Repealed by Ord. No. 5656 § 2. 

Division B. Automated Point of Sale Station Registration. 

Sec. 30-10. Purpose and authority. 

It is unlawful to charge, at the time of sale, a price that is more than the price that is advertised or posted. Pursuant to 
Califomia Business and Professions Code sections 120242, 12024.6, and 12103.5 the purpose of this chapter is to ensure that 
the advertised or posted price of a commodity is the correct price charged for that coinmodity. 

The board of supervisors fînds and détermines that it is in the public's interest to identify, register, and inspect automated 
point-of-sale Systems, commonly known as "scanners," and to monitor the accuracy of such Systems. 

This chapter: ( 1 ) establishes a System to identify, register and inspect point of sale stations in retail commodity sales; (2) 
authorizes a registration fee to offset the expense of inspection of point of sale stations; (3) authorizes a re-inspection fee, 
equal to the registration fee, to offset the expense of re-visiting and inspecting locations found out of compliance; and (4) 
provides penalties for failure to register or for late registration and for violations. 

Authority to administer this chapter shall be vested in the office of the agricultural commissioner — sealer of weights and 
measures. 

The standards for inspection and methods to gain compliance to insure accurate pricing shall be found in Division 5 of the 
Califomia Business and Professions Code and Title 4 of the Califomia Code of Régulations. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-11. Définitions. 

For the purpose of this division, the following words and phrases are defined and shall be construed as having the foUow- 
ing meaning: 

(a) "Division of weights and measures" means the office of the agricultural commissioner-sealer of Sonoma County and 
its agents and employées duly authorized to act on behalf of said office. 

(b) "Person" means any person, firm, corporation, business, or association. 

(c) "Sell" includes barter, exchange, trade, keep for sale, offer for sale or expose for sale in any of their variant forms. 

(d) "Point of sale station" means individual and separate equipment that is capable of recovering electronically stored 
price information that is used to charge consumers for the purchase of commodities. "Point of sale stations" shall include, but 
is not limited to, equipment that uses Universal Product Code scanners, price look-up codes, or any other system of com- 
merce between a retailer and consumer. 

(e) "Commercial purpose" includes any sale of a commodity or thing by a person to a consumer. "Commercial purpose" 
in this division does not include the sale of any item by a govemment entity. 

(f) "Commodity" means any article of commerce or anything that is bought or sold. 
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(g) "Advertise" means a notice to attract public attention or identify a commodity for sale, 
(h) "Term of registration" means any twelve (12) month period determined by the sealer. 
(Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-12. Registration requirements. 

It shall be unlawful for a person to use a point of sale station for commercial purposes without first registering the System 
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. Separate registration shall be required for each business location. This reg- 
istration shall be in addition to any other certificate, license, or permit which the county or any public entity may require. 
(Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-13. Duratlon — Prohibition on transfer of registration. 

(a) AH registrations shall be valid for up to one year and expire on the last day of the term of the registration. Renewal of 
a registration shall be made in a manner similar to the issuance of the original registration. Registrations not renewed thirty 
(30) days from the due date shall be considered expired until such time as the division of weights and measures has received 
the fee and the applicable penalty fee. 

(b) Registrations shall not be transférable between persons or locations. 

(c) In the case where a holder of a registration leases, sublets, subcontracts, or in any manner allows any other person or 
entity to engage in activities regulated, ail point of sale stations remain the responsibility of the registrant. Otherwise the 
other person or entity shall obtain a separate registration in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. No. 5656 
§ 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-14. Annual registration fee. 

An annual registration fee is required of each business location in the county that opérâtes a point of sale System for com- 
mercial purposes. The aimual registration fées are as foUows: 



1 to 3 Point of Sale Stations 


25 Sample Lot — $150.00 per business location 


4 or more Point of Sale Stations 


50 Sample Lot — $220.00 per business location 



(Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-15. Registration fee, penalty fee, payment and use. 

(a) The registration fées required by Section 30-14 shall be due and payable at the commencement of each term of regis- 
tration. For businesses commencing opérations during the term of registration, the fées shall be due and payable as of the 
date of commencement. Fées are not pro-rated for portions of the term of registration. 

(b) The sealer may charge a re-inspection fee, equal to the county 's cost of re- inspection or retesting, as determined by 
the board of supervisors armually by resolution, for retail establishments that fail a standard inspection as defined in Section 
13350, Division 5, Califomia Business and Professions Code and its successor provisions. 

(c) The fées coUected shall be placed in the gênerai fund of the county and used solely to recover the costs of registration 
and inspection of point of sale Systems. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Sec. 30-16. Late registration fées. 

In accordance with Sections 30-14 and 30-15, any registration or re-inspection fee not paid within thirty (30) days of the 
date when due is delinquent. The original fee remains due and shall be subject to a penalty of fifty percent (50%) of the 
original fee, and fées not paid after sixty (60) days past the original due date shall be subject to a penalty amount equal to one 
hundred percent (100%) of the original fee to cover the additional costs associated with late registration or payment. (Ord. 
No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 
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Sec. 30-16.1 Weighing and measuring device fées. 

Effective as of January 1 , 2007, the annual fee for registering weighing and measuring devices to be used for a fixed loca- 
tion throughout the term of the registration shall be as set forth below, provided, however, that in no event shall the annual 
registration fee exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for each business location: 



Device Type 


Device Code 


Effective Jan. 1, 2007 






Location Fee 


Device Fee 
per # of device 










Retail Motor Fuel 


8 


$70.00 


$14.00 










Wholesale Meter 


16 


70.00 


17.50 










Vehicle Meter 


14 


70.00 


17.50 










Retail Water Meter 


10 


70.00 


14.00 










Taxi 


12 


70.00 


14.00 










Fabric/Cord/Wire 


3 


70.00 


14.00 










Liquid Petroleum Gas 


5 


70.00 


122.50 










MHP Electric 


2 


70.00 


2.00 


MHP Vapor 


13 


70.00 


2.00 


MHP Water 


15 


70.00 


2.00 










Vehicle Scale 


28 


70.00 


175.00 










Hopper( 1 0,000 Ibs) 


22b 


70.00 


175.00 










Crâne 


20 


70.00 


105.00 










Hopper (2,000-10,000 Ibs) 


22a 


70.00 


105.00 










Monorail 


25 


70.00 


105.00 










Dormant 


21A 


70.00 


105.00 










Animal 


24c 


70.00 


105.00 










Livestock (10,000 Ibs) 


24a 


70.00 


105.00 










Livestock (2,000-10,000 Ibs) 


24b 


70.00 


70.00 










Retail Computing 


18 


70.00 


14.00 










Platform 


21B 


70.00 


14.00 
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Device Type 


Device Code 


Effective Jan. 1,2007 






Location Fee 


Device Fee 
per # of device 










Counter 


19 


$70.00 


$14.00 










Jewelers. 


26 


70.00 


14.00 










Hanging 


23 


70.00 


14.00 



For a Sonoma County certified agricultural producer who uses a weighing or measuring device solely to sell at a Sonoma 
County Farmer's Market, the annual device and registration fee for such weighing or measuring device shall be fifty percent 
(50%) of the amount shown above. 

Thèse fées shall remain in effect until changed by an ordinance adopted pursuant to Section 30-6 of the Sonoma County 
Code, as set forth in this article. Registration fées in effect as of the effective date of this Ordinance shall remain in effect 
until December 31, 2006. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 

Division C. Penalties for Violations of Registration Provisions. 
Sec. 30-17. Penalties for violations. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, or any registrant, employée, or agent thereof to violate the provisions of this 
Chapter, and specifically it shall be unlawful to use unregistered weighing and measuring devices or unregistered point of 
sale stations. 

(b) Unless otherwise provided, any person failing to comply with the registration provisions of this chapter shall be 
guilty of an infraction or misdemeanor as hereinafter specified: 

(1) A first offense shall be charged as an infraction. If convicted, the offense shall be punishable by a fine not ex- 
ceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00). Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the violation appears to be unknowing and the of- 
fender corrects the violation promptly upon notification, the sealer may, in lieu of recommending criminal prosecufion, ac- 
cept payment of the original fee and late fee charge, and the additional payment of ($100.00) additional processing fee. A 
subséquent violation will be treated as a second offense, punishable as set forth in subsection (b)(2) of this section. 

(2) Any subséquent offense shall be charged as a misdemeanor and shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00), or any other penalty imposed by a court, or 
both. 

(c) Payment of any fine or other penalty imposed by a court shall not relieve a person from the responsibility of register- 
ing a weighing or measuring device or a point of sale station and paying the applicable registration fee, as required by Sec- 
tions 30-3, 30-6, 30-12, and 30-14 of this chapter. 

(d) In addition to ail other remédies provided by this chapter or state law, the department may seek injunctive relief to 
restrain continuing violations of the provisions of this chapter. Nothing in this chapter shall preclude the sealer from seeking 
civil penalties pursuant to Business and Professions Code Sections 12015.3 or 12024.2, orpursuing any other remedy avail- 
able to the sealer under Division 5 of the Business and Professions Code. (Ord. No. 5656 § 2, 2006.) 



Article II. Right to Farm. 



Sec. 30-20. Short title. 



This article shall be known and may be cited as the Sonoma County Right to Farm Ordinance or the Right to Farm Ordi- 
nance. (Ord. No. 5203 § 5, 1999.) 
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Sec. 30-21. FJndings. 

(a) It is the declared policy of this county to conserve, protect, enhance, and encourage agricultural opérations on agri- 
cultural land within the unincorporated area of the county. Further, it is the intent of this county to provide its résidents 
proper notification of the county' s récognition and support, through this article, of the right to farm; 

(b) Where nonagricultural land uses, particularly residential and conmiercial development, extend onto agricultural land 
or exist side by side, agricultural opérations are frequently the subject of nuisance complaints. As a resuit, some agricultural 
opérations are forced to cease or curtail their opérations and many others are discouraged from making investments in im- 
provements to their opérations, ail to the détriment of adjacent agricultural uses and the économie viability of the county's 
agricultural industry as a whole. It is the purpose and intent of this article to reduce the loss to the county of its agricultural 
resources by limiting the circumstances under which properly conducted agricultural opérations on agricultural land may be 
considered a nuisance; 

(c) It is the further purpose and intent of this article to promote a good-neighbor policy by requiring notification of own- 
ers, purchasers, résidents, and users of property adjacent to or near agricultural opérations on agricultural land of the inhérent 
potential problems associated with being located near such opérations, including, without limitation, noise, odors, fumes, 
dust, smoke, insects, opération of machinery during any time of day or night, storage and disposai of manure, and ground or 
aerial application of fertilizers, soil amendments, seeds and pesticides. It is intended that, through mandatory disclosures, 
owners, purchasers, résidents and users will better understand the impact of living or working near agricultural opérations 
and be prepared to accept attendant conditions from properly conducted agricultural opérations as a normal and necessary 
aspect of living in a county with a strong rural character and an active agricultural sector; 

(d) It is the further purpose and intent of this article to carry out and advance the goals, objectives, policies, and imple- 
mentation programs of the agricultural resources élément of the gênerai plan. (Ord. No. 5203 § 5, 1999.) 

Sec. 30-22. Relationship to other laws. 

This article is not intended to, and shall not be construed or given effect in a manner that modifies or abridges fédéral law 
or régulation, or state law as set out in the Civil Code, Health and Safety Code, Fish and Game Code, Food and Agricultural 
Code, Division 7 of the Water Code, or any other applicable provision of state law relative to nuisances; instead, this article 
is only to be utilized in the interprétation and enforcement of provisions of this code and county régulations. Further, this 
article is not intended to, and shall not be construed or given effect in a manner that limits or restricts the county's authority 
to review and approve or disapprove proposais for agricultural opérations on agricultural land in accordance vsdth other pro- 
visions of this code or other laws. (Ord. No. 5203 § 5, 1999.) 

Sec. 30-23. Schedule of fées and charges. 

The board of supervisors may from time to time establish a schedule of fées and charges foUowing the procédures re- 
quired by law to recover the reasonable cost of providing services, issuing permits, recording documents, and enforcing 
régulations pursuant to this article. (Ord. No. 5203 § 5, 1999.) 

Sec. 30-24. Définitions. 

Unless the provision or context otherwise requires, the définitions contained in this section shall govem the construction 
of this article. The définition of a word or phrase applies to any of that word's or phrase's variants. 

"Adjacent to agricultural land" means within three hundred feet (300') of agricultural land. 

"Agricultural land" means ail that real property within the unincorporated area of the county designated as land intensive 
agriculture, land extensive agriculture, or diverse agriculture by the gênerai plan and zoning ordinance. 

"Agricultural opération" means and includes, but shall not be limited to, the cultivation and tillage of the soil, dairying, 
the production, irrigation, frost protection, cultivation, growing, harvesting, processing and storing of any agricultural com- 
modity, including viticulture, horticulture, timber or apiculture, the raising of livestock, fur bearing animais, fish or poultry, 
and any commercial agricultural practices performed incident to or in conjunction with such opérations, including prépara- 
tion for market, delivery to storage or to market, or delivery to carriers for transportation to market. 

"Development approval" means ail of the following: 
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(a) Any discretionary approval granted pursuant to Chapter 25, 26, or 26C of this code to allow residential or commer- 
cial development of land, including, without limitation, any approval of a zone change, tentative map, lot Une adjustment, 
use pennit, or design review. 

(b) Any building permit issued pursuant to Chapter 7 of this code to allow construction of a new single-family dwelling, 
enlargement of an existing single-family dwelling by six hundred forty (640) square feet or more of floor area, or installation 
of a manufactured home. 

"Director of permit and resource managemenf means the director of permit and resource management of the county or 
his or her authorized représentative. 

"General plan" means the Sonoma County gênerai plan. 

"Properly conducted agricultural opération" means an agricultural opération that is in confomiance with existing laws and 
régulations and proper and accepted customs and standards. 



• 
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'Treasurer/tax collector" means the treasurer/tax collecter of the county or his or her authorized représentative. 
'T^oning ordinance" means the Sonoma County zoning ordinance set forth in Chapter 26 of this code or the Sonoma 
County coastal zoning ordinance set forth in Chapter 26C of this code, as appropriate. (Ord. No. 5203 § 5, 1999.) 

Sec. 30-25. Nuisance — ^Agricultural opération. 

No agricultural opération conducted or maintained on agricultural iand in a manner consistent with proper and accepted 
customs and standards, as established and foliowed by similar agricultural opérations in the county, shall be or become 
a nuisance for purposes of this code or county régulations if it.was not a nuisance when it began, provided that such 
opération compiles with the requirements of ail applicable fédéral, state, and county statutes, ordinances, rules, 
régulations, approvals and pennits. The provisions of this section shall not apply where a nuisance results from the 
négligent or improper management or opération of an agricultural opération. (Ord. No. 5203 § 5, 1999.) 

Sec. 30-26. Dîsclosure of article to current owners. 

The treasurer/tax collector shall cause the following notice to be mailed to ail owners of real property within the county 
with the annual tax bill: 

The County of Sonoma permits the opération of properly conducted agricultural opérations on agriculmral Iand 
within the unincorporated area of Sonoma County, and has declared it County policy in the Sonoma County Right 
to Farm Ordinance (Sonoma County Code, Chapter 30, Article II) to conserve, protect, enhance, and encourage such 
opérations. Résidents or users of property located near an agricultural opération on agricultural iand may at times be 
subject to inconvenience or discomfort arising from that opération, including, without limitation, noise, odors, fumes, 
dust, smoke, insects, opération of machinery during any time of day or night, storage and disposai of manure, and 
ground or aerial application of fertilizers, soil amendments, seeds, and pesticides. One or more of thèse inconveniences 
or discomforts may occur as resuit of any properly conducted agricultural opération on agricultural Iand. The County 
of Sonoma has determined in the Sonoma County Right to Farm Ordinance that inconvenience or discomfort arising 
from a properly conducted agricultural opération on agricultural Iand will not be considered a nuisance for purposes 
of the Sonoma County Code or County régulations, and that résidents or users of nearby property should be prepared 
to accept such inconvenience or discomfort as a normal and necessary aspect of living in a county with a strong rural 
character and an active agricultural sector. For more information about the Sonoma County Right to Farm Ordinance, 
please contact the Sonoma County Agricultural Commissioner's office at 2604 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. 
(Ord. No. 5203 § 5, 1999.) 

Sec. 30-27. Disciosure of article in deveiopment approvals. 

Where a deveiopment approval is sought on or adjacent to agricultural Iand, the property owner, as part of the 
application for the deveiopment approval, shall exécute a déclaration acknowledging the right to farm. The director of 
permit and resource management shall cause the déclaration to be recorded in the office of the county recorder upon 
granting of the deveiopment approval, unless a déclaration acknowledging the right to farm has already been recorded 
for the property pursuant to this section, in which case the déclaration need not be recorded. The déclaration shall be 
in substantially the following form: 

DECLARATION ACKNOWLEDGING RIGHT TO FARM 

The undersigned do hereby certify to be the owner(s) of certain real property located in Sonoma County, Califomia, 
and more particularly described in Exhibit "A," attached hereto and incorporated herein by this référence ("the subject 
property"). 

The undersigned do hereby acknowledge that the subject property is located on or adjacent to agricultural Iand, 
as defmed in the Sonoma County Right to Farm Ordinance (Sonoma County Code, Chapter 30, Article H). The 
undersigned do hereby further acknowledge that the County of Sonoma pennits the opération of properly conducted 
agricultural opérations on agricultural Iand within the unincorporated area of Sonoma County, and has declared it 
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County policy in the Sonoma County Right to Farm Ordinance to conserve, protect, enhance, and encourage such 
opérations. The undersigned do hereby further acknowledge that if the subject property is located near an agricuitural 
opération on agricuitural land, résidents or users of the subject property may at times be subject to inconvenience or 
discomfort arising from that opération, including, without limitation, noise, odors, fumes, dust, smoke, insects, opération 
of machinery during any time of day or night, storage and disposai of manure, and ground or aerial application of 
fertilizers, soil amendments, seeds, and pesticides. The undersigned do hereby further acknowledge that one or more 
of thèse inconveniences or discomforts may occur as a resuit of any properly conducted agricuitural opération on 
agricuitural land. The undersigned do hereby further acknowledge that the County of Sonoma has detennined in the 
Sonoma County Right to Farm Ordinance that inconvenience or discomfort arising from a properly conducted 
agricuitural opération on agricuitural land will not be considered a nuisance for purposes of the Sonoma County Code 
or County régulations, and that résidents or users of nearby property should be prepared to accept such inconvenience 
or discomfort as a normal and necessary aspect of living in a county with a strong rural character and an active 
agricuitural sector. 

This Déclaration shall run with the subject property in perpetuity and shall be binding upon the undersigned and 
the undersigned's heirs, personal représentatives, lessees, executors, successors, and assigns. This Déclaration and the 
acknowledgments contained herein shall be disclosed to prospective transférées of any interest in the subject property, 
including, without limitation, a leasehold interest, prior to any such transfer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has/have executed this Déclaration this day of 

__,20 ^. 

DECLARANT(S) 

Dated: 

Dated: 

NOTE: ACKNOWLEDGMENTS MUST BE ATTACHED FOR ALL SIGNATORIES. 

(Ord. No. 5203 § 5, 1999.) 

Sec. 30-28. Disclosure of article to buyers of real property. 

(a) Where a transfer of real property by sale, exchange, installment land saie contract, lease with an option to purcfaase, 
any other option to purchase, ground lease coupled with improvements, or residential stock coopérative improved with 
one to four dwelling units is proposed for any real property within the unincorporated area of the county, the transferor 
shall disclose this article and the nature of its provisions to the prospective transférée in one of the foUowing ways: 
( 1 ) Deliver a gênerai disclosures and disclaimers advisory to the prospective transférée pursuant to local real estate 
practice that includes a statement disclosing this article and the nature of its provisions. The statement shall be in 
substantially the foUowing fonn: 

The County of Sonoma permits the opération of properly conducted agricuitural opérations on agricuitural land 
within the unincorporated area of Sonoma County, and has declared it County policy in the Sonoma County Right 
to Farm Ordinance (Sonoma County Code, Chapter 30, Article H) to conserve, protect, enhance, and encourage such 
opérations. If the property you are purchasing is located near an agricuitural opération on agricuitural land, résidents 
or users of the prop)erty may at times be subject to inconvertience or discomfort arising from that' opération, including, 
without limitation, noise, odors, fumes, dust, smoke, insects, opération of machinery during any time of day or night, 
storage and disposai of manure, and groimd or aerial application of fertilizers, soil amendments, seeds, and pesticides. 
One or more of thèse inconveniences or discomforts may occur as a resuit of any properly conducted agricuitural 
opération on agricuitural land. The County of Sonoma has detennined in the Sonoma County Right to Farm Ordinance 
that inconvenience or discomfort arising from a properly conducted agricuitural opération on agricuitural land will 
not be considered a nuisance for purposes of the Sonoma County Code or County régulations, and that résidents or 
users of nearby property should be prepared to accept such inconvenience or discomfort ^as a normal and necessary 
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aspect of living in a county with a strong rural character and an active agricultural sector. For more infonnation about 
the Sonoma County Right to Farm Ordinance, piease contact the Sonoma County Agricultural Commissioner's office 
at 2604 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. 

(2) Deliver a disclosure statement to the prospective transférée pursuant to Article 1.5 (conunencing with Section 
1102) of Chapter 2 of Title 4 of Part 4 of Division 2 of the Civil Code disclosing this article and the nature of its 
provisions. The disclosure statement shall be in substantially the following form: 

LOCAL OPTION 

REAL ESTATE TRANSFER DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

THIS DISCLOSURE STATEMENT CONCERNS THE REAL PROPERTY SITUATED IN THE 
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF THE COUNTY OF SONOMA, STATE OF CALIFORNL\, DESCRIBED AS 
(Address and Assessor's Parcel Numberfs)) THIS STATEMENT IS A DISCLOSURE OF THE CONDITION 

OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 30-28 OF THE SONOMA 
COUNTY CODE AS OF (date) . U ÏS NOT A WARRANTY OF ANY KIND BY THE SELLER(S) OR ANY 
AGENT(S) REPRESENTING ANY PRINCIPAL(S) IN THIS TRANSACTION, AND IS NOT A SUBSTTTUTE FOR 
ANY INSPECTIONS OR WARRANTIES THE PRINCIPAL(S) MAY WISH TO OBTAIN. 

I 

SELLERS INFORMATION 

The Seller discloses the following information with the knowledge that even though this is net a warranty, 
prospective Buyers may rely on this infonnation in deciding whether and on what terms to purchase the subject 
property. Seller hereby authorizes any agent(s) representing any principal(s) in this transaction to provide a copy of 
this statement to any person or entity in connection with any actual or anticipated sale of the property. 

THE FOLLOWING ARE REPRESENTATIONS MADE BY THE SELLER(S) AS REQUIRED BY THE COUNTY 
OF SONOMA, AND ARE NOT THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE AGENT(S), IF ANY. THIS INFORMATION 
IS A DISCLOSURE AND IS NOT INTENDED TO BE PART OF ANY CONTRACT BETWEEN THE BUYER 
AND SELLER. 

The County of Sonoma permits the opération of properly conducted agricultural opérations on agricultural land 
within the unincorporated area of Sonoma County, and has declared it County policy in the Sonoma County Right 
to Farm Ordinance (Sonoma Coimty Code, Chapter 30, Article U) to conserve, protect, enhance, and encourage such 
opérations. If the property you are purchasing is located near an agricultural opération on agricultural land, résidents 
or users of the property may at times be subject to inconvenience or discomfort arising from that opération, including, 
without limitation, noise, odors, lûmes, dust, smoke, insects, opération of machinery during any time of day or night, 
storage and disposai of manure, and ground or aerial application of fertilizers, soil amendments, seeds, and pesticides. 
One or more of thèse inconveniences or discomforts may occur as a resuit of any properly conducted agricultural 
opération on agricultural land. The County of Sonoma has determined in the Sonoma County Right to Farm Ordinance 
that inconvenience or discomfort arising from a properly conducted agricultural opération on agricultural land will 
not be considered a nuisance for purposes of the Sonoma County Code or County régulations, and that résidents or 
users of nearby property should be prepared to accept such inconvenience or discomfort as a normal and necessary 
aspect of living in a county with a strong rural character and an active agricultural sector. For more information about 
the Sonoma County Right to Farm Ordinance, piease contact the Sonoma County Agricultural Commissioner's office 
at 2604 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. 

Seller certifies that the information herein is true and correct to the best of the Seller' s knowledge as of the date 
signed by the Seller. 
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Seller Date 

Seller Date 



II 

BUYER(S) AND SELLER(S) MAY WISH TO OBTAIN PROFESSIONAL ADVICE A^ÎD/OR INSPECTIONS OF 
THE PROPERTY AND TO PROVIDE FOR APPROPRIATE PROVISIONS IN A CONERACT BETWEEN 
BUYERCS) AND SELLER(S) WITH RESPECT TO ANY ADVICEm^SPECTIONS/DEFECTS. 

lAVE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF A COPY OF TfflS STATEMENT. 



Seller 


Date 




Seller 


Date 




Buyer 


Date 




Buver 


Date 




Agent (Broker 






Representing Seller) 


Bv 

(Associate Licensee 
or Broker-Signature) 


Date 


Agent (Broker 






Obtaining the Offer) 


Bv 

(Associate Licensee 
or Broker-Signature) 


Date 



A REAL ESTATE BROKER IS QUALIFIED TO ADVISE ON REAL ESTATE. IF YOU DESIRE LEGAL 
ADVICE, CONSULT YOUR ATTORNEY. 

(b) If a prospective transférée refuses to sign the gênerai disclosures and disclaimers advisory or disclosure 
statement required by subsection (a), the transférer may coinply with the requirements of this section by delivering 
the advisory or statement to the prospective transférée as provided in subsection (a) and affixing and signing the 
foUowing déclaration to the advisory or statement: 

"I, (name) , hâve delivered a copy of the foregoing (gênerai disclosures and disclaimers 

advisorv/disclosure stazement) as required by Section 30-28 of the Sonoma County Code to (transférée 's name) , 
who has refiised to sign. 

I déclare the foregoing to be true. 

Date: Signature: Print Name: 

(Ord. No. 5203 § 5, 1999.) 

Sec. 30-29. Noncompliance with article. 

Noncompliance with any provision of this article shall net affect title to real property, nor prevent the recording of 
any document. (Ord. No. 5203 § 5, 1999.) 



(Revised 2-00) 30-8 



§ 30-30 AGRICULTURE § 30-33 

Article lil. Permanent Agricuftural Employée Housing. 
Sec. 30-30. Waiver of fées. 

Notwithstanding anything contained elsewhere in this code to the contrary or in uncodifîed ordinances of the county 
of Sonoma, the county may waive traffic and park mitigation fées which would otherwise be payable in connection with 
the construction of housing for full-time agricultural employées. Prior to any such waiver, it will be necessary for the 
property owner to enter into a covenant in a form satisfactory to county counsel. The covenant raay be signed by the 
planning director and shall provide for the payment of park and traffic mitigation fées then in effect in the event that 
the full-time agricultural employée housing is converted to any other use at a later time. Additionally, the covenant shall 
contain provisions which acknowledge that conversion of the full-time agricultural employée housing to any other use 
shall be deemed a violation of Chapter 26 of the Sonoma County Code subject to abatement. In the event that the 
agricultural employée housing is converted to some other residential use as the resuit of the termination of the agricultural 
use of the property, the county may deem the structure to be a nonconforming use, as opposed to a violation of Chapter 
26. (Ord. No. 4301 § 2, 1990.) 

Article IV. Control of Western Grapeleaf Skeletonizer. 

Sec. 30-31. Définitions. 

Uniess the context otherwise requires, the foilowing définitions shall govem the construction of this article: 

"Area" means a spécifie property of a person/fïrm or a spécifie nursery stock growing ground or holding area and 
includes ail of the surrounding land within a one (1) mile radius. 

"GLS infested area" means an area in which GLS has been detected and not eradicated. 

"Greengrowing grapevines" means grapevine plants with leaves; this term shall exclude dormant grapevines without 
leaves since such plants are not considered a pest risk. 

"Western grapeleaf skeletonizer" or "GLS" means the insect Hairisina brillians, a serious grape pest in some grape- 
growing régions of Califomia. (Ord. No. 4523 § 1, 1992.) 

Sec. 30-32. Certificates. 

(a) Certificates Required. No greengrowing grapevines origjnating outside Sonoma County, but inside the state of 
Califomia, shall be shipped to, off-loaded, distributed, stored or planted with Sonoma County uniess accompanied by 
an origin certificate or a treatment certifîcate, as described below. 

(b) Origin Certificate. An origin certifîcate, to be acceptable, must be issued by the agricultural conmiissioner or his 
or her duly-authorized représentative in the shipping county, after he or she has surveyed for GLS and has determined 
that the pest does not occur in the growing or holding area. Such détermination must be indicated on the origin certificate 
by a written statement that "no GLS is known to exist in the area where the vines were grown or held." 

(c) Treatment Certificate. A treatment certificate, to be acceptable, must be issued by the agricultural commissioner 
or his or her duly authorized représentative in the shipping county, and must affirm that the grapevines hâve been treated 
by at least one of the foilowing methods: 

(1) Treatment with six (6) to eight (8) pounds of cryolite per acre, with thorough coverage; and/or 

(2) Other insecticidal treatment approved in writing by the Sonoma County agricultural commissioner. 

(d) Form of Certificate. Ail certificates required by this article shall be on Califomia Department of Food and 
Agriculture Form 66-079, Certificate of Quarantine Compliance, as such may be amended fi-om time to time. (Ord. No. 
4523 § 1, 1992.) 

Sec. 30-33. Détention and inspection. 

No intrastate shipment of greengrowing grapevines destined for Sonoma County shall be off-loaded within Sonoma 
County prior to reaching its destination. Upon arriving at such destination, each shipment shall be held until the 
certificates required by this article hâve been filed and reviewed and the shipment has been inspected by the Sonoma 
County agricultural commissioner or his or her duly-authorized représentative. (Ord. No. 4523 § 1, 1992.) 
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Sec. 30-34. Treatment within Sonoma County. 

Following inspection in accordance with this article and prior to any further distribution, storage or use, the person 
receiving any intrastate shipment of greengrowing grapevines shall, upon written request by the Sonoma County 
agricultural comraissioner or his or her duly-authorized représentative, treat such vines in whatever manner is detennined 
by the commissioner or his or her représentative to be reasonabiy necessary to prevent the introduction or spread of GLS. 
(Ord. No. 4523 § 1, 1992.) 

Sec. 30-35. Enforcement. 

Any person, firm, partnership, association or corporation who violâtes or causes the violation of any of the provisions 
of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punishable by a fine up to the 
maximum amount allowed by the Califomia Pénal Code for a misdemeanor or by imprisonment in the county jail for 
a period of up to the maximum period allowed for a misdemeanor imder the Califomia Pénal Code, or by both such 
fine ànd imprisonment. (Ord. No. 4523 § 1, 1992.) 

Article V. Vineyard Erosion and Sédiment Control. 

Division A. in Gênera! 

Sec. 30-40. Short title. 

This article shall be known and raay be cited as the Sonoma County Vineyard Erosion and Sédiment Control Ordinance 
or the Vineyard Erosion and Sédiment Control Ordinance. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-41. Purposes. 

The purposes of this article are to safeguard public health, safety, and welfare; minimize érosion and sédimentation 
in coimection with vineyard planting and replanting in the county; protect the lands, streams, and riparian habitat of the 
county; and ensure the long-term économie viability of the county 's viticultural resources. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-42. Reiationship to other laws. 

This article is net intended to, and shall not be construed or given effect in a manner that conflicts with fédéral or 
State law, or interfères with the achievement of fédéral or state regulatory objectives; the provisions of this article shall 
be interpreted to be supplementary to, and compatible with fédéral and state enactments, and in furtherance of the public 
purposes those enactments express; compliance with the provisions of this article, however, does not ensure compliance 
with fédéral and state requirements. Further, this article is not intended to, and shall not be construed or given effect 
in a manner that supersedes other provisions of this code; where another provision of this code establishes a stricter 
requirement than a provision of this article, that stricter requirement shall prevail. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-43. Scheduie of fées and charges. 

The board of supervisors may from time to time by resolution or ordinance establish a scheduie of fées and charges 
following the procédures required by law to recover the reasonable cost of processing vineyard planting and replanting 
proposais, reviewing plans, conducting inspections, enforcing régulations, and providing other services pursuant to this 
article. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-44. Standards. 

The board of supervisors may firom time to time by resolution or ordinance adopt, amend, or repeal standards to 
implement or make spécifie the provisions of this article. The standards adopted pursuant to this section shall hâve the 
same force and effect as provisions of this article. Failure by any person to comply with any standard adopted pursuant 
to this section shall be a violation of this article. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 
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Sec. 30-45. Administration and enforcement 

The agricultural commissioner shall be responsible for the administration and enforcement of the provisions of this 
article. Ail déterminations of the agricultural commissioner made pursuant to this article shall be final. (Ord. No. 5216 
§ 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-46. List of county recognized civil engineers. 

(a) The agricultural commissioner shall create, maintain, and make available a list of county recognized civil engineers 
authorized to prépare, review, and certify certified érosion and sédiment control plans. 

(b) The agricultural conmiissioner shall include on the list of county recognized civil engineers any qualified civil 
engineer submitting written information to the agricultural commissioner demonstrating ail of the following: 

(1) The qualified civil engineer is in good standing; 

(2) The qualified civil engineer has taken not less than one substantive educational course within the preceding 
year on the préparation and implementation of érosion and sédiment control plans sponsored by UC Extension, a régional 
water quality control board, a resource conservation district, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, or other 
équivalent institution; 

(3) The qualified civil engineer has prepared at least one érosion and sédiment control plan for a vineyard planting 
or replanting within the preceding year. 

(c) At least once a year, the agricultural commissioner shall conduct a public hearing to solicit public comment on 
the list of county recognized civil engineers. Notice of the hearing shall be given pursuant to Section 30-50. 

(d) The agricultural commissioner shall remove a qualified civil engineer fi-om the list of county recognized civil 
engineers whenever such engineer no longer meets the requirements set forth in subsection (b) of this section. The 
agricultural commissioner shall also remove a qualified civil engineer fi-om the list of county recognized civil engineers 
if the agricultural commissioner détermines that a certified érosion and sédiment control plan prepared or reviewed by 
such engineer has failed to provide the protection required by Section 30-73. 

(e) Prior to removing a qualified civil engineer from the list of county recognized civil engineers, the agricultural 
commissioner shall notify such engineer in writing of the intended action and the reasons for it. At the request of such 
engineer, the agricultural conmiissioner shall meet with the engineer to discuss the intended action. The décision of the 
agricultural commissioner shall be final. Pending the agricultural commissioner's final décision, such engineer shall not 
be authorized to perform any of the duties under this article. 

(f) Any qualified civil engineer removed by the agricultural commissioner from the list of county recognized civil 
engineers may not be reinstated to the list until such engineer has submitted written information to the agricultural 
commissioner demonstrating that (1) the engineer meets the requirements set forth in subsection (b) of this section, and 
(2) the engineer meets such other requirements as may be imposed by the agricultural commissioner based on the nature 
and circumstances of the engineer's removal firom the list. 

(g) No qualified civil engineer placed on the list of county recognized civil engineers is or shall be deemed to be a 
county employée or agent by virtue of placement on the list Nor shall such engineer be entitled to any rights of 
employment with the county. The requirements and process for placement on, and removal from, the list of county 
recognized engineers shall be exclusively as defined in this section. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-47. Informational handouts, workshops, and other educational programs. 

The agricultural commissioner may develop and make available informational handouts, and conduct workshops and 
other educational programs to assist persons undertaking authorized vineyard plantings and replantings in complying 
with the requirements of this article. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-48. Notice to and consultation with other county departments and affected agencies. 

The agricultural commissioner may provide notice to and consult with other county departments and affected agencies 
regarding any authorized vineyard planting or replanting. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2CXX).) 
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Sec. 30-49. Notice to public. 

When a notice of an authorized vineyard planting or replanting is filed with the agricultural commissioner pursuant 
to Section 30-69 or 30-70, the agricultural commissioner shall post a summary of the vineyard planting or replanting 
in the public lobby of the agricultural commissioner' s building and on the county's internet website. Each summary shall 
be posted within ten (10) days after receipt of the required notice. Each summary shall remain posted for a period of 
not less than thirty (30) days. Each summary shall include: 

(1) The name of the owner of the vineyard site and the person undertaking the vineyard planting or replanting, if 
différent from the owner; 

(2) A gênerai description of the location of the vineyard site; 

(3) A gênerai description of the existing land use and végétation on the vineyard site; 

(4) The level of the vineyard planting or replanting, and 

(5) The number of acres being planted or replanted. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-50. Notice of hearing — General. 

(a) When a provision of this article requires notice of a public hearing to be given pursuant to this section, notice 
shall be given by the agricultural commissioner in ail of the following ways: 

(1) Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Government Code Section 6061 in at least one newspaper 
of gênerai circulation within the county at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing; 

(2) Notice of the hearing shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing in the public lobby of the 
agricultural commissioner' s building and on the county's internet website. 

(b) The notice required by this section shall include the date, time and place of the public hearing, the identity of the 
hearing body, and a gênerai explanation of the matter to be considered. 

(c) In addition to the notice required by this section, the agricultural commissioner may give notice of the hearing 
in any other manner the agricultural commissioner deems necessary or appropriate. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-51. Notice of hearing — Site spécifie. 

(a) When a provision of this article requires notice of a public hearing to be given pursuant to this section, notice 
shall be given by the agricultural commissioner in ail of the following ways: 

(1) Notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing to the owner of 
the vineyard site and the person undertaking the vineyard planting or replanting, if différent from the owner; 

(2) Notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing to ail owners of 
real property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll within three hundred feet (3000 of the vineyard site; 

(3) Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Government Code Section 6061 in at least one (1) 
newspaper of gênerai circulation within the county at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing; 

(4) Notice of the hearing shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing in at least three (3) public places 
on or near the vineyard site. 

(b) The notice required by this section shall include the date, time, and place of the public hearing, the identity of 
the hearing body, a gênerai explanation of the matter to be considered, and a gênerai description, in text or by diagram, 
of the location of the vineyard site. 

(c) In addition to the notice required by this section, the agricultural commissioner may give notice of the hearing 
in any other manner the agricultural commissioner deems necessary or appropriate. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2CX)0.) 

Sec. 30-52. Disclosure of article to buyers of real property. 

(a) Where a transfer of real property by sale, exchange, installment land sale contract, lease with an option to purchase, 
any other option to purchase, ground lease coupled with improvements, or residential stock coopérative improved with 
one to four dwelling units is proposed for any real property within the unincorporated area of the county having a zoning 
désignation of LIA (land intensive agriculture), LEA (land extensive agriculture), DA (diverse agriculture), RRD 
(resources and rural development), RRDWA (resources and rural deveiopment - agricultural préserve), TP (timber 
production), AR (agriculture and residential), or RR (niral residential) imder Chapter 26 or 26C of this code, the 
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transférer shall disclose this article and the nature of its requirements to the prospective transférée in one of the following 

ways: 

(1) Deliver a gênerai disclosures and disclaimers advisory to the prospective transférée pursuant to local real estate 
practice that includes a statement disclosing this article and the nature of its requirements. The stateraent shall be in the 
following form: 

The County of Sonoma, through the Sonoma County Vineyard Erosion and Sédiment Control Ordinance (Sonoma 
County Code, Chapter 30, Article V), has established certain notice, érosion and sédiment control, riparian setback, 
maximum slope, and other requirements for vineyard planting and replanting within the unincorporated area of Sonoma 
County. If at any time you plant a new vineyard or replant an existing vineyard on ail or any part of the property you 
are purchasing, you will be required to comply with the requirements of the Sonoma County Vineyard Erosion and 
Sédiment Control Ordinance. For more information about the Sonoma County Vineyard Erosion and Sédiment Control 
Ordinance and its requirements, please contact the Sonoma County Agricultural Commissioner's office at 2604 Ventura 
Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. 

(2) Deliver a disclosure statement to the prospective transférée pursuant to Article 1.5 (commencing with Section 
1 102) of Chapter 2 of Titie 4 of Part 4 of Division 2 of the Civil Code disclosing this article and the nature of its 
requirements. The disclosure statement shall be in the following form: 

LOCAL OPTION 

REAL ESTATE TRANSFER DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Tins DISCLOSURE STATEMENT CONCERNS THE REAL PROPERTY SITUATED IN THE UNINCORPO- 
RATED AREA OF THE COUNTY OF SONOMA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DESCRIBED AS (Address and 
Assessor's Parcel Numberjs)} . THIS STATEMENT IS A DISCLOSURE OF THE CONDmON OF THE ABOVE 
DESCRIBED PROPERTY IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 30-52 OF THE SONOMA COUNTY CODE AS 
OF (date) . IT IS NOT A WARRANTY OF ANY KIND BY THE SELLER(S) OR ANY AGENT(S) REPRE- 
SENTING ANY PRINCIPAL(S) IN THIS TRANSACTION, AND IS NOT A SUBSITTUTE FOR ANY INSPEC- 
TIONS OR WARRANTIES THE PRINCIPAL(S) MAY WISH TO OBTAIN. 



SELLERS INFORMATION 

The Seller discloses the following information with the knowledge that even though this is not a warranty, 
prospective Buyers may rely on this information in deciding whether and on what tenns to purchase the subject 
property. Seller hereby authorizes any agent(s) representing any principal(s) in this transaction to provide a copy of 
this statement to any person or entity in connection with any actual or anticipated sale of the property. 

THE FOLLOWING ARE REPRESENTATIONS MADE B Y THE SELLER(S) AS REQUIRED BY THE COUNTY 
OF SONOMA, AND ARE NOT THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE AGENT(S), IF ANY. THIS INFORMATION 
IS A DISCLOSURE AND IS NOT INTENDED TO BE PART OF ANY CONTRACT BETWEEN THE BUYER 
AND SELLER. 

The County of Sonoma, through the Sonoma County Vineyard Erosion and Sédiment Control Ordinance (Sonoma 
County Code, Chapter 30, Article V), has established certain notice, érosion and sédiment control, riparian setback, 
maximum slope, and other requirements for vineyard planting and replanting within the unincorporated area of Sonoma 
County. If at any time you plant a new vineyard or replant an existing vineyard on ail or any part of the property you 
are purchasing, you will be required to comply with the requirements of the Sonoma County Vineyard Erosion and 
Sédiment Control Ordinance. For more information about the Sonoma County Vineyard Erosion and Sédiment Control 
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Ordinance and its requirements, please contact the Sonoma County Agricultural Commissioner's office at2604 Ventura 
Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. 

Seller certifies that the infonnation herein is true and correct to the best of the Seller's knowledge as of the date 
signed by the Seller. 

Seller Date 

Seller Date 



n 

BUYER(S) AND SELLER(S) MAY WISH TO OBTAIN PROEESSIONAL ADVICE AND/OR INSPECTIONS OF 
THE PROPERTY AND TO PROVIDE FOR APPROPRIATE PROVISIONS IN A CONTRACT BETWEEN 
BUYER(S) AND SELLER(S) WTTH RESPECT TO ANY ADVICEANSPECTÏONS/DEFECTS. 

lAVE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF A COPY OF TfflS STATEMENT. 



Seller 


Date 




Seller 


Date 




Buver 


Date 




Buver 


Date 




Agent (Broker 






Representing Seller) 


Bv 

(Associate Licensee 
or Broker-Signature) 


Date 


Agent (Broker 






Obtaining the Offer) 


Bv 

(Associate Licensee 
or Broker-Signature) 


Date 



A REAL ESTATE BROKER IS QUALIFIED TO ADVISE ON REAL ESTATE. IF YOU DESIRE LEGAL 
ADVICE, CONSULT YOUR ATTORNEY. 

(b) If a prospective transférée refuses to sign the gênerai disclosures and disclaimers advisory or disclosure statement 
required by subsection (a), the transférer may comply with the requirements of this section by delivering the advisory 
or statement to the prospective transférée as provided in subsection (a) and affixing and signing the foUowing déclaration 
to the advisory or statement: 

"I^ (nome) hâve delivered a copy of the foregoing (gênerai disclosures and disclaimers adviso- 

ry/disclosure statement) as required by Section 30-52 of the Sonoma County Code to (transférée' s nome) , who 
has refiised to sign. 

I déclare the foregoing to be true. 

Date: Signature: Print Name: 



(c) Noncompliance with the provisions of this section shall not affect title to real property, nor prevent the recording 
of any document. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 
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Division B. Définitions. 
Sec. 30-60. Définitions. 

Unless the provision or context othenvise requires, the définitions contained in this section shall govem the construction 
of this article. The définition of a word or phrase appiies to any of that word's or phrase' s variants. 

"Affected agency" means any state or fédéral agency having jurisdiction by law over natural resources that may be 
impacted by an authorized vineyard planting or replanting. 

"Agricultural commissioner" means the agricultural commissioner-sealer of the county or his or her authorized 
représentative. 

"Authorized vineyard planting" means any Level I, II, or III authorized vineyard planting. 

"Authorized vineyard replanting" means any Level I or II authorized vineyard replanting. 

"Average slope" means the average percent slope of new or existing vineyard land prior to the commencement of any 
vineyard planting work. Ail average slopes shall be calculated using methods adopted by the board of supervisors 
pursuant to Section 30-44. The methods adopted by the board of supervisors shall utilize information from applicable 
USGS quadrangle maps, field-based documentation, surveyed cross sections, or computer generated topographie mapping. 

"Average storm récurrence interval" means the average number of years, over a long period of time, in which a given 
storm event is equaled or exceeded in intensity on a vineyard site. 

"Best management practices" means those practices or sets of practices that hâve proven to be the most effective 
feasible means of preventing or reducing storm waterrunoff, érosion, and sédimentation in vineyards, given technological, 
institutional, environmental, and économie constraints. 

"Certified érosion and sédiment control plan" means an érosion and sédiment control plan that conforms to the 
requirements of Section 30-74. 

"Certify" means an expression of professional opinion regarding those facts or fmdings that are the subject of the 
certification, and does not constitute a warranty or guarantee, either express or implied. 

"County recognized civil engineer" means any qualified civil engineer who meets the requirements of Section 30-46(b) 
and is on the list of county recognized civil engineers. 

"Days" means calendar days. If the last day upon which an action must be taken under this article falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday, or légal holiday, then the last day to take that action shall be the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or 
légal holiday. 

"Designated stream" means any stream or part of a stream designated by a solid line or dash and three (3) dots, or 
any successor symbols then in effect, on any USGS quadrangle map. 

"Disturbed area" means land that has been disturbed by vineyard planting work. 

"Emergency érosion and sédiment control work" means the installation of temporary or emergency measures necessary 
to minimize or avoid an inuninent threat of érosion on or discharge of sédiment from a vineyard site. 

"Emergency measure" means any emergency érosion or sédiment control measure. 

"Existing vineyard land" means any land that is currently planted as a vineyard. 

"Final vineyard planting work" means the fine grading of terraces, light tiïling and laying out of vine rows, installation 
of drip lines or other above-ground irrigation Systems, installation of trellis Systems, planting of grapevines, and other 
activities undertaken after the completion of initial vineyard work as part of the final land préparation and planting phase 
of an authorized vineyard planting or replanting. 

"Initial vineyard planting work" means the removal of existing végétation or agricultural plants, vines, or trees, grading, 
disking, ripping, soil chiseling, terracing, and other major soil conditioning and recontouring, vineyard fïeld road 
construction, installation of underground drainage System, grassed waterways, diversion ditches, and other drainage 
improvements, installation/development of vineyard water supply System, installation of temporary and permanent érosion 
and sédiment control measures, and other activities undertaken as part of the initial land préparation phase of an 
authorized vineyard planting or replanting. 

"Highly erodible soils" means ail of the following soils: Diablo, Los Osos, Goldridge, Dibble, Suther, Steinbeck, and 
Laughlin. 

"Less erodible soils" means any soils that are not highly erodible soils. 

"Level I authorized vineyard planting" means any vineyard planting on contiguous new vineyard land under common 
ownership within a significant drainage area that has similar slope characteristics and has either highly erodible soils 
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and an average slope of less than ten percent (10%), or less erodible soils and an average slope of less than fifteen 
percent (15%). 

"Level 1 authorized vineyard replanting" means any vineyard replanting on contiguous existing vineyard land under 
common ownership within a significant drainage area that bas similar slope characteristics and bas either bighly erodible 
soils and an average slope of not more than fifteen percent (15%), or less erodible soils and an average slope of not 
more than thirty percent (30%). 

"Level II authorized vineyard planting" means any vineyard planting on contiguous new vineyard land under common 
ownership within a significant drainage area that bas similar slope characteristics and bas either bighly erodible soils 
and an average slope of ten percent (10%) to not more than fifteen percent (15%), or less erodible soils and an average 
slope of fifteen percent (15%) to not more than thirty percent (30%). 

"Level n authorized vineyard replanting" means any vineyard replanting on contiguous existing vineyard land under 
common ownership within a significant drainage area that bas similar slope characteristics and bas either bighly erodible 
soils and an average slope of more than fifteen percent (15%), or less erodible soils and an average slope of more than 
thirty percent (30%). 

"Level ED authorized vineyard planting" means any vineyard planting on contiguous new vineyard land under common 
ownership within a significant drainage area that bas similar slope characteristics and bas either bighly erodible soils 
and an average slope of more than fifteen percent (15%) to not more than fifty percent (50%), or less erodible soils and 
an average slope of more than thirty percent (30%) to not more than fifty percent (50%). 

"List of county recognized civil engineers" means tbe list of county recognized civil engineers created and maintained 
by the agricultural commissioner pursuant to Section 30-46. 

"Local agency" means any city, coimty, town, school district, or spécial district. 

"New vineyard land" means any land proposed for vineyard planting that is not existing vineyard land. 

"Person" means any individual, fïrm, association, organization, partnership, business, trust, corporation, limited liability 
Company, company, or local agency. 

"Percent slope" means the élévation change in feet divided by the horizontal distance m feet multiplied by one hundred 
(1(X)) measured perpendicular to the contours on new or existing vineyard land prior to the commencement of any 
vineyard planting work. 

"Permanent measure" means any permanent érosion or sédiment control measure. 

"Qualified civil engineer" means any registered civil engineer with knowledge of the requirements of this article and 
compétence and expérience in érosion and sédiment control plan préparation and implementation. 

"Qualified professional" means any registered landscape architect, certified professional in érosion and sédiment control, 
certified rangeland management specialist, or other registered or certified professional acceptable to the agricultural 
commissioner, with knowledge of the requirements of this article and compétence and expérience in érosion and sédiment 
control plan préparation and implementation. 

"Qualified person" means any qualified civil engineer, qualified professional, or other person with knowledge of the 
requirements of this article and compétence and expérience in érosion and sédiment control plan préparation and 
implementation. 

"Rainy season" means the period between November ist, and April Ist for authorized vineyard plantings, and the period 
between November 15th and April Ist, for authorized vineyard replantings, except where the agricultural commissioner 
estabiishes earlier start dates or later end dates based on inclement weather conditions. 

"Significant drainage area" means contiguous land, bounded by ridgelines, spurs, or other topographie divides, from 
which direct surface runoff from précipitation drains downslope into a common outleL 

*Temporary measure" means any temporary érosion or sédiment control measure. 

"USDA Soil Survey for Sonoma County" means the Soil Survey for Sonoma County, Califomia, United States 
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service and Soil Conservation Service, issued May 1972, reviewed and appioved for 
reprinting August 1990. 

"USGS quadrangle map" means tbe most récent United States Geological Survey quadrangle map, 7.5 minute séries. 

"Vineyard" means contiguous land under common ownership devoted to cultivating grapevines producing wine grapes 

for commercial purposes. 

"Vine interplanting" means the planting of young grapevines among established grapevines for the purpose of replacing 
the grapevines in a vineyard while keeping the infrastructure of the vineyard intact (i.e., minimal disturbance to the 
drainage System, irrigation system, trellis System, etc.). 
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"Vineyard planting" means the planting of a new vineyard. Vineyard planting shaJl not include vine inteiplanting or 
vine replacement. 

"Vineyard planting work" means initial and final vineyard planting work. 

"Vine replacement" means the planting of young grapevines among established grapevines for the purpose of replacing 
missing, dead, or diseased grapevines in a vineyard. Vine replacement shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of a vineyard 
per year without prior written notice to the agricultural commissioner. 

"Vineyard replanting" means the replanting of an existing vineyard. Vineyard replanting shall not include vine 
interplanting or vine replacement. 

"Vineyard site" means any new vineyard land that is the subject of a Level I, H, or III authorized vineyard planting, 
or any existing vineyard land that is the subject of a Level I or n authorized vineyard replanting. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 
2000.) 

Division C. Vineyard Planting and Replanting Requirements. 
Sec. 30-65. Compliance with article required. 

No person shall undertake any vineyard planting or replanting without complying with the provisions of this article. 
(Ord- No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-66. Permitted and prohibited vineyard plantings and replantîngs. 

(a) Any person may undertake an authorized vineyard planting or replanting pursuant to this article, provided the 
vineyard planting or replanting is otherwise permitted by this code. 

(b) No person shall undertake a vineyard planting on any new vineyard land having a percent slope of more than fifty 
percent (50%), except where: 

(1) The new vineyard land having a percent slope of more than fifty percent (50%) is situated in the interior (i.e., 
not on the perimeter) of the vineyard site; 

(2) The totality of the new vineyard land having a percent slope of more than fifty percent (50%) comprises no 
more than seven and one-half percent (7 1/2%) of the vineyard site; and 

(3) The vineyard planting otherwise qualifies as an authorized vineyard planting. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 20(X).) 

Sec. 30-67. General requirements for authorized vineyard plantings and repiantings. 

(a) Any person undertaking a Level I authorized vineyard planting or replanting shall do ail of the foUowing: 

(1) Notify the agricultural commissioner of the vineyard planting or replanting, and request that the agricultural 
commissioner review the vineyard planting or replanting as provided in Section 30-69; and 

(2) Carry out the vineyard planting or replanting in accordance with the requirements of this article. 

(b) Any person undertaking a Level II or m authorized vineyard planting, or a Level II authorized vineyard replanting 
shall do ail of the following: 

(1) Obtain a certified érosion and sédiment control plan for the vineyard planting or replanting; 

(2) Notify the agricultural commissioner of the vineyard planting or replanting, and request that the agricultural 
commissioner review the vineyard planting or replanting and the certified érosion and sédiment control plan for the 
vineyard planting or replanting as provided in Section 30-70; and 

(3) Carry out the vineyard planting or replanting in accordance with the requirements of this article and the 
certified érosion and sédiment control plan for the vineyard planting or replanting. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-68. Pre-notice consultation for authorized vineyard plantings and repiantings. 

Prior to filing the notice required by Section 30-69 or 30-70, any person undertaking an authorized vineyard planting 
or replanting may consult with the agricultural commissioner regarding the vineyard planting or replanting and 
compliance with the requirements of this article. Any recommendations made by the agricultural commissioner during 
the consultation shall be advisory only. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2(XX).) 
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Sec. 30-69. Notice and review requirements for Level I authorized vineyard plantings and ^B 

replantings. ^^ 

(a) Prior to commencing any vineyard planting work, any person undeitaking a Level I authorized vineyard planting 
or replanting shall file a notice of the vineyard planting or replanting with the agricultural commissioner. Ail notices 
shall be in writing on forms provided by the agricultural commissioner' s office, and shall be accompanied by such maps, 
plans, drawings, calculations, photographs, and other information as may be necessary or required by the agricultural 
commissioner to verify that the vineyard planting qualifies as a Level I authorized vineyard planting, or that the vineyard 
replanting qualifies as a Level I authorized vineyard replanting. 

(b) Upon receipt of a notice for a Level I authorized vineyard planting or replanting, the agricultural commissioner 
shall review the notice and other documents submitted pursuant to subsection (a) of this section and shall, if necessary, 
request additional data, clarification of submitted data, or augmentation of incomplète submissions. The agricultural 
commissioner shall authorize the vineyard planting or replanting to proceed if, after reviewing ail submissions received, 
the agricultural commissioner détermines that the vineyard planting quahfies as a Level I authorized vineyard planting 
or replanting. No vineyard planting work shall be commenced until after the agricultural commissioner has issued a 
written authorization to proceed. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-70. Notice and review requirements for Levé! Il and III authorized vineyard plantings, and 
Level II authorized vineyard replantings. 

(a) Prior to commencing any vineyard planting work, any person undertaking a Level II or in authorized vineyard 
planting, or a Level II authorized vineyard replanting shall jRle a notice of the vineyard planting or replanting with the 
agricultural commissioner. Ail notices shall be in writing on forms provided by the agricultural commissioner's office, 
and shall be accompanied by: 

(1) Such maps, plans, drawings, calculations, photographs, and other information as may be necessary or required 
by the agricultural commissioner to verify that the vineyard planting qualifies as a Level n or El authorized vineyard 
planting, or that the vineyard replanting qualifies as a Level II authorized vineyard replanting; and 

(2) A certified érosion and sédiment control plan for the vineyard planting or replanting. 

(b) Upon receipt of a notice for a Level II or IQ authorized vineyard planting, or a Level II authorized vineyard 
replanting, the agricultural commissioner shall review the notice and other documents submitted pursuant to subsection 
(a) of this section and shall, if necessary, request additional data, clarification of submitted data, or augmentation of 
incomplète submissions. The agricultural commissioner shall authorize the vineyard planting or replanting to proceed 
if, after reviewing ail submissions received, the agricultural commissioner détermines that: 

(1) The vineyard planting qualifies as a Level n or HE authorized vineyard planting, or that the vineyard replanting 
qualifies as a Level II authorized vineyard replanting; and 

(2) The certified érosion and sédiment control plan for the vineyard planting or replanting conforms to the 
requirements of Section 30-74. No vineyard planting work shall be commenced until after the agricultural commissioner 
has issued a written authorization to proceed. The agricultural commissioner's review of the certified érosion and 
sédiment control plan for the vineyard planting or replanting shall be limited to confiiming that the plan was prepared, 
reviewed, and certified in accordance with Section 30-74, and that the plan includes ail of the information required by 
that section. 

(c) After vineyard planting work has commenced for a Level n or IH authorized vineyard planting, or a Level II 
authorized vineyard replanting, the person undertaking the vineyard planting or replanting may submit to the agricultural 
commissioner modifications to the certified érosion and sédiment control plan for the vineyard planting or replanting 
to address newly discovered site-specific issues or field conditions. The agricultural commissioner shall review the 
modifications to détermine whether the certified érosion and sédiment control plan for the vineyard planting or replanting, 
as modifîed, conforms to the requirements of Section 30-74. The modifications shall not become effective until the 
agricultural commissioner vérifies in writing that the certified érosion and sédiment control plan for the vineyard planting 
or replanting, as modified, conforms to the requirements of Section 30-74. The agricultural commissioner's review of 
the modifications shall be limited to confirming that the certified érosion and sédiment control plan, as modified, was 
prepared, reviewed, and certified in accordance with Section 30-74, and that the plan, as modified, includes ail of the ^^ 
information required by that section. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) ^B 
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Sec. 30-71 . Field inspection requirements for authorized vineyard plantings and replantings. 

The agricultural commissioner may conduct field inspections of any vineyard site for an authorized vineyard planting 
or replanting at any time the agricultural commissioner deems necessary or appropriate. The agricultural commissioner 
shall conduct field inspections of ail vineyard sites for Level II and HI authorized vineyard plantings, and Level H 
authorized vineyard replantings to: 

(1) View the vineyard site prior to authorizing the vineyard planting or replanting to proceed; and 

(2) Verify compliance with the requirements of this article and the certified érosion and sédiment control plan for 
the vineyard planting or replanting after the completion of ail vineyard planting work. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-72. Riparian setback requirements for authorized vineyard plantings and 
replantings — ^Variance procédure. 

(a) Any person undertaking a Level I authorized vineyard planting, or an authorized vineyard replanting shall establish 
and maintain a riparian setback for any designated stream on the vineyard site of either: 

(1) Twenty-five feet (250 from the top of the bank, or, if applicable; 

(2) The distance specified in Section 26-66-030, whichever is greater. 

(b) Any person undertaking a Level II or HI authorized vineyard planting shall establish and maintain a riparian setback 
for any designated stream on the vineyard site of either: 

(1) Fifty feet (500 fro^n the top of the bank, or, if applicable; 

(2) The distance specified in Section 26-66-030, whichever is greater. 

(c) Any person undertaking an authorized vineyard planting or replanting may apply to the board of supervisors for 
a variance from the strict application of the riparian setback requirements of this section. The application shall be 
accompanied by such maps, plans, drawings, calculations, photographs, and other information as may be necessary or 
required by the board of supervisors to evaluate the variance request. The person undertaking the vineyard planting or 
replanting shall hâve the burden of providing the facts necessary to establish the need for the variance. Upon receipt 
of a complète application, the board of supervisors shall set and hold a public hearing on the variance request. Notice 
of the hearing shall be given pursuant to Section 30-51. Upon conclusion of the hearing, the board of supervisors may 
grant the variance only if it detomines ail of the following: 

(1) Due to exceptional narrowness, shallowness, unusual shape, topographie conditions, or other extraordinary 
situation or condition of the vineyard site, the strict enforcement of the riparian setback requirements of this section would 
deprive the property of privilèges enjoyed by other properties in tioie immédiate Aâcinity and under identical zoning 
classifications; 

(2) The reduced setback would not signifïcantly reduce or advCTsely impact the riparian corridor; 

(3) The reduced setback would not be detrimental or injurious to adjacent and/or downstream properties; and 

(4) There is no reasonable alternative which would avoid or reduce the encroachment into the setback area. 

(d) The activities and uses pennitted within any riparian setback established pursuant to this section shall be limited 
to removal of non-native végétation, installation and maintenance of drainage outlets, road crossings, utility crossings, 
irrigation crossings, and such other activities and uses as may be allowed by this code and the Califomia Department 
of Fish and Game. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-73. Erosion and sédiment control requirements for authorized vineyard plantings and 
replantings. 

Any person undertaking an authorized vineyard planting or replanting shall comply with ail of the following. 

(a) Ali initial vineyard planting work shaU be carried out between April Ist and October 15th for authorized vineyard 
plantings, and between April Ist and November 15th for authorized vineyard replantings, except where the agricultural 
commissioner establishes later start dates or earlier end dates based on inclement weather conditions. 

(b) Ail final vineyard planting work shall be carried out between February Ist and October 15th for authorized vineyard 
plantings, and between February Ist and November 15th for authorized vineyard replantings, except where the agricultural 
commissioner establishes later start dates or earlier end dates based on inclement weather conditions. 

(c) Emergency érosion and sédiment control work may be carried out at any time. 
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(d) AH disturbed areas on the vineyard site shall be protected during the rainy season. This requirement may be met 
by either temporary or permanent measures while vineyard planting work is being carried eut, but shall be met by 
permanent measures by the time vineyard planting work is completed. 

(e) A stormwater management System designed for an average storm récurrence interval of not less than rwenty-five 
(25) years shall be installed on the vineyard site. The System shall allow excess stormwater runoff to be carried through 
the vineyard site with minimum érosion and consistent with the overall drainage pattems présent in the area. This 
requirement may be met by either temporary or permanent measures while vineyard planting work is being carried out, 
but shall be met by permanent measures by the time vineyard planting work is completed. 

(f) A sédiment control system designed to minimize the discharge of sédiment from the vineyard site shall be installed 
on the vineyard site. This requirement may be met by either temporary or permanent measures while vineyard planting 
work is being canied out, but shall be met by permanent measures by the time vineyard planting work is completed. 

(g) Except where the agricultural commissioner establishes earlier deadlines based on inclement weather conditions, 
the temporary and permanent measures used to meet the requirements of subsections (d), (e), and (f) of this section while 
vineyard planting work is being carried out shall be in place by November Ist each year for authorized vineyard 
plantings, and by November 15th each year for authorized vineyard replantings, and shall be maintained throughout each 
rainy season until ail vineyard planting work is completed 

(h) Use of best management practices to meet the requirements of subsections (d), (e), and (f) of this section shall 
be presumed to fulfïll those requirements. Use of temporary and permanent measures that incorporate natural Systems 
to meet the requirements of subsections (d), (e), and (f) of this section is encouraged. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-74. Certified érosion and sédiment controi plan requirements. 

(a) Ail certified érosion and sédiment control plans for Level II authorized vineyard plantings and replantings shall 
be prepared by a quaiified person, and shall be reviewed and certified by a county recognized civil engineer if not 
prepared by such an engineer. 

(b) Ail certified érosion and sédiment control plans for Level III authorized vineyard plantings shall be prepared by 
a quaiified civil engineer or quaiified professional, and shall be reviewed and certified by a county recognized civil 
engineer if not prepared by such an engineer. 

(c) Ail certified érosion and sédiment control plans shall comply with ail of the foUowing: 

(1) Each plan shall be certified by a county recognized civil engineer. The certificate shall be dated and signed 
by the county recognized civil engineer who prepared or reviewed the plan, and shall certify that: 

(A) The plan was prepared or reviewed by him or her; 

(B) The plan contains ail of the information required by this section; and 

(C) The pian uses temporary and permanent measures that are sufîicient to meet the requirements of Section 

30-73. 

(2) Each plan shall consist of narrative and graphie information of sufficient clarity to describe the vineyard site 
and indicate the nature, extent, and placement of ail temporary and permanent measures. Each plan shall contain ail of 
the following: 

(A) The date the plan was prepared, tiie name of the person who prepared the plan, and the county recognized 
civil engineer who reviewed and certified the plan, if différent than the person who prepared the plan; 

(B) A description of the vineyard site, including, but not limited to, assessor's parcel number(s), topography, 
soil types, végétation, streams, lakes, réservoirs, roads, homes, and existing drainage improvements. Identification of 
areas on the vineyard site that may hâve significantly more or less potential for érosion or sédimentation shall be 

included; 

(C) A summary of the temporary and permanent measures to be used to protect disturbed areas and manage 
stormwater nmoff on the vineyard site, and minimize the discharge of sédiment from the vineyard site. A schedule for 
implementation, maintenance, and upkeep of the temporary and permanent measures, and provisions for responsibility 
of maintenance shall be included; 

(D) A location map showing the vineyard site on the applicable USGS quadrangle map; 

(E) A topographie site plan for the vineyard site at a scale of not less than 1" = 200' confonning to national 
map accuracy standards showing ail of the following: 

1. Perimeter boundary and vineyard layout, including row spacing, row direction, and terraces, if any, 

2. Existing and fmished contours at intervais of not more than five feet (5'), 
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3. Location and boundaries of ail soil types, as identified in the USD A Soil Survey for Sonoma County 
or other source acceptable to the agricultural commissioner, 

4. Flow lines of surface waters onto and off the site, 

5. Location, direction of flow, approximate location of centerline and top of banks of, and required 
setbacks from, any designated streams, 

6. Location and gênerai types of existing végétation. Any existing végétation that will remain undisturbed 
by the vineyard planting or replanting shall be identified, 

7. Location of ail existing buildings, structures, onsite sewage disposai Systems, wells, and overhead 
utilities, 

8. Location of ail soil protection measiires, including, but not limited to, cover cropping, mulching, 
netting, revegetation, and other surface stabilization measures, 

9. Location of ail stormwater management and sédiment control measures, including, but not limited 
to, drainage swales, interceptor and diversion ditches, pipes and culverts, berms, energy absorbing structures, végétative 
filter strips, sédiment bufïers, sédiment basins, channels, and drop inlets; 

- (F) Construction détails of ail surface and subsurface drainage features, and érosion and sédiment control 
measures, including materials of construction and installation requirements; 

(G) A plan showing the drainage area of the stormwater management System. Supporting hydrologie and 
hydraulic calculations shall be included on the plan or separate sheets; 

(H) Design calculations for storage capacities of any sédiment basins; 

(I) Any other plans, drawings, calculations, photographs, or other information the county recognized civil 
engineer preparing or reviewing the plan deems necessaiy or appropriate. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Division D. EnforcemenL 

Sec. 30-80. Stop orders. 

When any work is being done contraiy to the provisions of this article, the agricultural commissioner may order the 
work stopped by notice in writing served on any persons engaged in doing or causing the work to be done. Such work 
shall stop until the agricultural commissioner authorizes the work to proceed. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Sec. 30-81. Issuance of citations. 

The agricultural commissioner may, pursuant to Section 836.5 of the Pénal Code, arrest a person without a warrant 
whenever the agricultural conmiissioner has reasonable cause to believe that the person to be arrested has committed 
a misdemeanor in the agricultural commissioner' s présence, which misdemeanor is a violation of this article or any other 
ordinance or statute which the agricultural commissioner has a duty to enforce. Upon such arrest, the agricultural 
commissioner may, in accordance with Section 853.6 of the Pénal Code, issue to such person a written notice to appear 
in court and may release such person on that person's written promise to appeai in accordance with such notice. (Ord. 
No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 

Division E. Violations. 

Sec. 30-85. Penalty for violation. 

(a) Any person who violâtes or knowingly p)ermits violation of any provision of this article shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fme not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or by imprisoimient for a term not 
exceeding six (6) months, or by both. 

(b) In addition to the criminal penalty specifîed in subsection (a) of this section, and any other fee or penalty imposed 
by this code or by law, any person who violâtes or knowingly permits violation of any provision of this article shall 
pay to the county one of the foUowing sums, as determined by the agricultural commissioner to be appropriate in light 
of the nature, extent, and circumstances of the violation: 

(1) Up to one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per day for each day or portion thereof that the violation continues; 
or 
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(2) In the event that the activity in violation may be permitted with appropriate approvals under this article, a 
penalty processing fee of not less than three (3) times and not more than len (10) times the amount of the standard 
processing fee for such approval. 

(c) Unless othenvise specified in any citation or notice of violation, each day or portion thereof that any violation 
of this article continues shall constitute a separate and distinct offense; the imposition of any penalty for any violation 
of this article shall not excuse the violation or permit it to continue; and any person who violâtes or knowingly permits 
violation of any provision of this article shall be required to correct or remedy the violation. 

(d) The remédies or penalties provided by this section are cumulative to each other and to the remédies or penalties 
available under any other provision of this code or other laws. (Ord. No. 5216 § 2, 2000.) 
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CHAPTER31 

ON-SHORE FACILITIES SUPPORTING OFF-SHORE OIL 
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§ 31.1 Title. 

§ 31.2 Fmdings. 

§ 3 1 J yàUT Approval for On-Shore Fadliàes. 

§ 31.4 C oopaau on with Otfas- JurisdictioiB. 

§31.5 RecodifîcationorAmffTidinrnt 



Sec. 31.1. Title. 

"This chapter shall be known as tfae On-Shore OU and Gas Fadlities ordinance of Sonoma County." (Ord. No. 3592R, 1986.) 
Sec. 31.2. Fiitdings. 

It is hereby fotmd and daermined as foUows: 

(a) The Fédéral Goveniment has proposed to open up virtually the enàre Califoniia coastiine to off-shore oil and gas 
exploration and devdopment, mchiding the coastiine off Sonoma County. 

(b) Coastal areas off Sonoma County bave been determined to be high prioiity.areas for off-shore oil and gas exploration and 
devdopment by varions mnlti-^iational oil oompanies. 

(c) Off-shore oil and gas devdopment off the coast of Sonoma Comity would hâve the foUowing signifîcant ef f ects upon the 
Comity: 

1 . If off-shore dl and gas devdopment occurs off the Sonoma County coast, signifîcant new air pollution is inévitable. 
One drill sfaip produces approximatdy the same amount of air pollution as 23,000 cars driving 50 miles per day. Despite this fact, 
the Fédérai Government does not presently require that off-shore oil and gas devdopments compiy with state and local air 
pollution ruies. 

2. Off-shore oil and gas devdopment would expose the coast to the danger of massive oil spills from an oil wdl blowout 
or a tanker accidnff Even if a major accident never occurs, routine small oil rdeases are inévitable if off-shore oil and gas 
devdopment is permitted. Sudi rdeases of oil would dorade the sensitive marine environment, put oil on the beaches and expose 
both marine mammals and sea birds to great dangeL 

3. Off-shore oil and gas devdopment off the Sonoma County coast would inevitably resuit in the discharge of large 
volumes of highly toxic drilling muds into the océan flooc Thèse toxic materials would dégrade the sensitive marine environment, 
pin aU forms of marine life at greater risk, and pose a threat to hunian beings who may later eat fîsh contaminated with 
accmnulared toxic maxeiial. 

4. Off-shore oil and gas devdopment oS the Sonoma County coast would put the existing local economy in jeopardy, 
because: 6) Such devdopment would significantty and sobstantially interfère with the opération of the local fishing industry. Çn) 
Such devdopment would detract from the expérience of visitors to the Sonoma County coast and, particularly if a massive oil 
spin occurs, place the Sonoma County tourism industry in dangen The-Sonoma County tourism industry is a major component 
of the Sonoma County economy which has, in récent years, become even more important. A large number of businesses directly 
and iodirecdy catering to visitors to the County are dépendent upon tourist dollars for their économie wdl being. (iii) The 
recreadonal use of local port fadlities could be usurped by oil industry boats. 

5. Noisy helicopter traffic could become a signifîcant irritant to County résidents. 

6. The massive &esh water suppiy n eeded for off-shore oil and gas devdopment might require that water be diverted 
from existing agricultural, residential and business users, or that costly and environmentally damaging dam and water projects be 
constructed. The majority of the coastal area of Sonoma County is characterized as a Class IV water scarce area by County water 
availability maps. The water problem is most acute in the Countjr's largest harbot; Bodega Bay, where a building moratorimn is 
currently in place because of the lack of water. 

7. Coastal agriculture and otfaer lands would be needed for oil processing, treatment and transportation fadlities, or for 
suppiy bases for off-shore oil and gas devdopment, potentially transforming open agricultural and timber lands along the coast 
into the industrial staging area for oil and gas devdopments off-shore. 
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8. The coastai zone is sobject to earthquake hazards. The San Andréas Fatilt runs parallei to the coast coming ioland ai 
Bodega Harbor and Fon Ross. Géologie and historié records indicarc thaï earthquakes bave and will occur on tfais portion of the 
fauJt. An earthquake could be accompanîed by surface nqjture, ground shaking and ground failure. The location of oil and gas 
support faeilities in this geoiogieally unstabie area couid wefl resuit in an environmentai disaster, 

9. The coastai area is served by State ICghway One from VaHey Ford to Guaiaia. Higfaway One is a two-iane twistii^ 
and curving road wfaich is totally unsuitable for the intensity and type of vehicular and truck traffîc thar would be generated by 
heavy oil and gas industriai uses. Moreovei; the Coastai Plan mdicates that trafHc congestion is already a problem oecurring in 
Bodega Bay where minor road inq>rovements will not be adéquate to rdîeve the criticai capacity defldendes. 

10. The vast majority of the 55 milr coasriinc is made vp of bhifô, coves and promentories which are not suitable for 
siting oil and gas support faeilities. The County's major port, Bod^a Bay, has site problems whidi are set forth in more détail 
eisewheie herein. 

(d) The County of Sonoma produces its faîr share of régional e n er gy needs. The Sonoma County Geothermal Resources 
Management Plan indicatcs that the devdoisneiit in Sonoma County at the Geysers is the largest produdng geothermal fieid in 
the worid produdng appioAii uatdy 1500 mégawatts of eiectridty amxually. This amount of dectridty is enough to serve 1.5 
million peopie, far în excess of the c mieul County population of approximatdy 350,000. 

Padfîc Gas and Hectric estimâtes that by 1988 the dectrkity generated at the Geysers wHI constitute about ten p ei c e at (lO^o) 
of PG&E's total generating capadty. Both PG&£ and Union Oil esrimarr that by 1990 the Geysers wiH be produdng enou^ 
dectricity to serve a city of more than 2 million peopie; by the year 2000, industry officiais rfffmarr that the current dectrical 
output can be doubled. 

Sonoma County is already an exporter of energy and thus has met and will continue to meet its burden to coniribme to the 
production of area>wide, state and national energy n eed s. Because of the esdsting levd of this contribution and the fact thaï the 
fieid life of geothermal plants is from 30 to 50 yeais, the devdopment of the Sonoma County coast for oO and gas producdon 
^ould not be accompiished in the name of regionai, State or national energy needs. 

(e) Rather than consuming ofT-shore c»I and gas resources now, our nation should conserve thèse resources, since they are 
non-renewable. MOTeovei; the acceierated production and expenditure of hydrocarfoon fuds aggravâtes the ^obal warming 
trend, a trend v^di may hâve long-term adverse impacts on the County as a ^ole and, in partimiar, on coastai communities 
whicfa could be subject to inundan<m if global océans continue to lise as a resuit of polar icecap mdîing. Our nation should 
devdop a national exiergy strategy based on energy conservation emphasizing the increasii^ use of renewable energy sources such 
as geothermal production and reinjection. T««f«^H, th^ ftti^n\ grwwmwMTit h« pi«gnTty nthin^ nr i»imi4nat#d i»ffnrtj; to increase 
energy conservation and to devdop renewable energy sources, at the same time that it is attempting to increase the deveiopment 
of nonrenewable energy sources likeoff-^hore oil and gas. The ciôzens of Sonoma County are wiHing and able to do their part in 
conserving energy and in devdoping a sodety less dépendent on non-renewahie fossil fud resources. 

(f) The ntrrmta of Sonoma County bave no way to controi off-shore oil and gas exploration or devdopment, sincs sucfa 
devdopment occurs off shore under the jurisdiction of the fédéral govemment. The dtizens of Sonoma County do, howevex; 
hâve tfaeability to make décisions about the propriety of amending the County's Certified Local Coastal Program for the purpose 
of devdoping on-shore fadfities whidi siQjport ofT-sfaore on and gas exploration. Due to the dramane impacts on sudi on-shore 
devdopments on the charactex; economy and environment of Sonoma County it is crudal that the peopie of Sonoma County 
reserve to themselves, to the maximum degree possible, the authoiity to approve thenature, extent and location of such devdop- 
ment. When balanced against the dr aman e impacts of sudi devdopment, the référendum process is reasonably calcuiated to 
address local concems vMLe not unduly interf enng with fédéral and state energy objectives. This is espedally true in light of the 
local ovenide procédure set forth in section 305 15 of the Coastal Act. 

Sec. 31 -3. Voter Approvai for On-Shom FadlRies. 

(a) When any person proposes to imdertake the devdopment within Sonoma County of any on-shore energy fadlity rdating 
to the exploration or devdopment of off-shore oO or gas resoutces and requests an amendmmr of the County^ Certified Local 
Coastal Program to fadlitate such devdopment, a détermination by the Board of Supervisons pursuant to Public Resources Code 
section 30515 that the proposed amendment is in conformity with the polides of the Coastal Act and that the Certified Local 
Coastal Program should be amcnded to incorporate sudi devdopment shall not be effective unless a majority of the dectors of 
Sonoma Coimty, in a gênerai or spécial dection, approve the proposed amendmem. The décision on wfaether to call a spedal 
dection or a gênerai dection shalI be in the discrétion of the Board of Supervisors. 
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(b) The Board of Supervisors of Sonoma County is herefoy authorized and direaed to enaa any further ordinances or 
regulanons necessary to gjve ef fect to this secxion and spedficaQy may require that the person seeking any such amendaient to the 
County's Certifîed Local Coastal Program pay, to the estent pennitted by law, ail costs assodated with the spécial or gênerai 
élection required herein. 

(c) The référendum provided for by this section is intended to extend only to those législative acts which may be validly 
exerdsed by the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors in connection with the amendment of the County's Certifîed Local 
Coastal Program to provide for the devdopmem of on-shore fadlities to support off-shore oil and gas exploration and devdop- 
menL Neither this cfaapter nor this section is intended, and shall not be construed, to apply to any acthity or program which is 
regulated by fédéral or state law, to the extent that such application of this section or chapter wouid conflict with such law or 
would unduly interfère with the achievement of fédéral or state Tcgaïatory activities. It is the intention of the Board of Supervi* 
sors and the people of the County of Sonoma that this ordinance shaU be imerpreted to be compatible with fédéral and state 
enactments, and in furtherance of the public purposes which those enactments express. 

Sec. 31-4. Coopération wHh Other Jurisdictions. 

The Board of Supervisors is authorized to cooperate with other Califomia coastal dties and counties for the purpose of 
discouraging, to the extent permitted by law, oB and gas diiDing off the coast of Northern Califomia. 

Sec 31-5. Recodification or Amendment 

(a) Nothing shall prevent the Board of Supervisors of Sonoma County &om recodifying the substantive provisions of this 
ordinance from time to time to incorporate the provisions of this ordinance into the County Code in the most ^propriate 
location. 

(b) No substantive provision of this ordinance shall beamended or repealedwithout a vote of the People. 
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CHAPTER32 
SMOKING ORDINANCE OF SONOMA COUNTY 

Article 1. Administrative. 

§ 32-1 Title. 

§ 32-2 Findings and purpose. 

§ 32-3 Définitions. 

§ 32-4 EnfoicemenL 

Article 2. Standards and Prohibitions. 

§ 32-5 County-owned faciliiies. 

§ 32-6 Prohibition of smoking in enclosed places. 

§ 32-7 Places of employment. 

§ 32-8 Smoking optional areas. 

§ 32-9 Posting requiiements. 

§ 32-10 Régulation of tbe manner of saie of tobacco products. 

Articles. LegaL 

§32-11 Penalties. 

§ 32-12 Nonretaiiation. 

§ 32-13 Other applicable laws. 

§ 32-14 Effective date. 

§ 32-15 Stamtory severability. 

§ 32-16 Libéral construction. 

Article 1. Administrative. 
Sec. 32-1. Title. 

This chapter sfaall be known as the Smoking Ordinance of Sonoma Coiinty. (Ord. No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 
Sec. 32-2. Findings and purpose. 

The board of supervisors of the county of Sonoma, Staie of Califomia does find that: 

(a) Numeroiis studies hâve found thaï tobacco smoke is a major contributor to indoor air pollution; and 

(b) Reiiable studies, including the Surgeon General of the United States, hâve shown that breathing sidestream or 
secondhand smoke is a signifïcant health hazard; paiticuiariy to elderiy people, individuals with cardiovascuiar disease, 
and individuals with impaired respiratory function, including asthmatics and those with obstructive airway disease; and 

(c) Health hazards induced by breathing sidestream or secondhand smoke include lung cancer, respiratory infection, 
decreased exercise tolérance, decreased respiratory function, bronchoconstricrion and bronchospasm; and 

(d) Nonsmokers with allergies, respiratory diseases and those who suffer other ill effects of breathing sidestream or 
secondhand smoke may expérience a loss of job productivity or may be forced to take periodic sick leave because of 
adverse reactions to same; and 

(e) Persons, particuiarly employées, hâve a right to a smoke free environment if ihey désire; 

(f) In order to reduce addiction to tobacco products by children and teens, it is in the public interest to: 

(1) Prohibit self-service saies and self-service displays, racks and shelves of tobacco products, 

(2) Require ihe posting of waming signs at the point of purchase stating the légal âge of sale and that identification 
is required to purchase tobacco, and 

(3) Prohibit vending machines in areas accessible to minors. 
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Therefore the board finds it m tbe public interest to legulate smoking in enclosed places, and regulate sales of tobacco 
products to minors. (Qrd. No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 

Sec. 32-3. Définitions. 

The following words and phrases, whenever used in this chapter, shall be construed as defined in this secdon, unless 
it is apparent from the context that they hâve a différent meaning. 

"Bar" means a separate estabUshment, or a room in a restaurant physically separaied by full walls from the rest of 
the restaurant, which is primarily devoted to the serving of alcoholic beverages, in which no peison under the âge of 
eigfateen (18), years is allowed to enter, except to travel to restroom facilities or a non-bar portion of a restaurant 
"Business" means any sole proprietorship, joint venture, corporation or other business entity fonned for profit-making 
puiposes, including retail establishments where goods or services are sold as well as professional corporations and other 
entides where légal, médical, dental, engineering, architectural or other professional services are delivered. 

"Child care facilities" means any family day care home regulated by Sections 1597.30 to 1597.621 of the Califoraia 
Health and Safety Code and any day care center for children regulated by Section 1596.90 et seq. of the Califomia Health 
and Safety Code. It does not include a foster home or residential child care facility. 

"County" means the county of Sonoma, state of Califomia. 

"Employée" means any person who is employed by any employer in considération for direct or indirect monetary wages 
or profit and any person who volunteers his or her services for a nonprofit entity. 

"Employer" means any person, partnership, corporation, including municipal corporation or nonprofit entity, who 
employs the services of one or more individual persons. 

"Enclosed" means surrounded by a ceiiing, floor and solid walls which, except for doors, passageways and/or Windows, 
extend firom floor to ceiiing on ail sides. If an enclosed area is divided by internai partial walls or other "office 
landscaping," it is still, in its entirety, enclosed. 

"Nonprofit entity" means any corporation, unincorporated association or other entity created for charitable, philanthrop- 
ie, educational, character-building, political, social or other simiiar purposes, the net proceeds irom the opérations of 
which are committed to the promotion of the objectives or purposes of the entity and not to private gain. A public agency 
is not a nonprofit entity within the meaning of this section. 

"Person" shall mean any individual, partnership, coopérative association, private corporation, personal représentative, 
receiver, trustée, assignée or any other légal entity. 

"Place of employment" means any enclosed area under the control of a public or private employer which employées 
normally ft^quent during the course of employment, including but not limiied to, work areas, employée lounges and 
restrooms, conférence and class rooms, vehicies and employée cafétérias or eating places and hallways. A private 
résidence is not a place of employment for purposes of this chapter, unless it is used as a child care or health care 
facility. 

"Restaurant" means any coffee sfaop, cafétéria, sandwich stand, private and public school cafétéria, and any other eating 
establishment which gives or offers for sale food to the public, guests or employées, as well as kitchens in which food 
is prepared on the prenùses for serving elsewhere, including catering facilities, except that the term "restaurant" shall 
not include a cocktail lounge or tavem if said cocktail lounge or tavem is a "bar" as defined herein. 

"Retail tobacco store" means a retail store utilized primarily for the saie of tobacco products and accessories and in 
which the sale of other products is mereiy incidental. 

"Self-service merchandising" means open display of tobacco products and point-of-sale tobacco promotional products 
that the public has access to without the intervention of an employée. 

"Service Une" means any indoor Une at which one (1) or more persons are waiting for or receiving service of any 
kind, whether or not such service invoives the exchange of money. 

"Smoking" means inhaling, exhaling, buming or carrying any lighted cigar, cigarette, pipe, weed or plant or other 
combustible substance whose smoke is intended to be inhaled. 

"Sports arena" means enclosed or unenclosed sports pavilions, gymnasiums, health spas, boxing arenas, swinmiing 
pools, roUer and ice rinks, bowling aileys, pool halls and other simiiar places where members of the gênerai public 
assemble either to engage in physical exercise, participate in athletic compétition, or wimess sports events. 
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'*Vendor-assisted" means a store where only an employée has access to the tobacco product and assists the customer 
by supplying the pioducL The customer does not take possession of the product until it is purchased. (Ord. No. 4T52 
§ 1, 1994.) 

Sec. 32-4. Enforcement 

(a) Any owner, manager, operator or employer of any establishment subject to this chapter shall hâve the responsibility 
to infonn any apparent violator, whether public or employée, about any smoking restrictions in said establishment 

(b) Enforcement of this chapter shall be the responsibility of the health officer or his/her désignée, herein described 
as "administrative authority." 

(c) Any citizen who desires to register a complaint under this chapter may initiale the complaint with the adminis trative 
authority. 

(d) The health officer shall require, while an establishment is undergoing otherwise mandated inspections, a self- 
certification ficom the owner, manager, operator or other person having control of such establishment that ail requirements 
of this chapter bave been complied witiL (Ord. No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 

Article 2. Standards and Prohibitions. 
Sec. 32-5. County-owned facilities. 

Ail vehicies owned, leased, or operated under the authority of the county and ail enclosed facilities owned, leased, 
or operated by the county or otherwise under the control of the board of supervisors in its other rôles as district board, 
etc., shall be subject to the provisions of this chuter. (Ord. No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 

Sec 32-6. Prohibition of smoking in enclosed places. 

(a) Smoking shall be prohibited in ail enclosed places within the unincoiporated areas of the county, including but 
not limited to: 

(1) Ail enclosed areas available to and customarily used by the gênerai public in ail businesses and nonprofit 
entities patronized by the public, including, but not limited to, retail stores, common areas and conférence rooms in hôtels 
and motels, laundromats, pharmacies, banks, attomeys' offices, restaurants, card parlors, and ail aieas in enclosed 
shopping mails inside and outside of retail stores; 

(2) Waiting rooms, hallways, waids and rooms of health facilities, including, but not limited to, hospitals, clinics, 
physical therapy facilities, mental health, dnig and alcohol treatment facilities, and doctors' and dentists' offices; 

(3) Elevators, public restrooms, indoor service Unes, buses, taxic^s and other means of public transit under the 
authority of the county, and in ticket, boarding and waiting areas of public transit dépôts; 

(4) Aquariums, galleries, libraries and muséums; 

(5) Theaters, auditoriums and halls which are primarily used for exhibiting motion pictures, stage productions, 
lectures, musical récitals or other similar performances, except when smoking is part of such production; 

(6) Sports arenas, and convention halls; 

(7) Retail food mariceting estabHshments, including groceiy stores and supermarkets; 
(S) Restaurants; 

(9) Ail places of employment; 

(10) Every room, chamber, place of meeting or public assembly, including school buildings under the control of 
any board, council, commission, committee including joint committees, or agencies of the county or any political 
subdivision of the state during such time as a public meeting is in progress, to the extent such place is subject to the 
juiisdiction of the county; 

(11) Public schools and other public facilities under the control of another public agency, which are available to 
and customarily used by the gênerai public, to the extent that the same are subject to the jurisdiction of the county of 
Sonoma; 
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(12) T -nhhiftg^ hallwayg, rliih hoiijtfx anri nther cnmTnnn areas in apartniCTt hiiilHîngg, rnnrinminhiniR, jtp.ninr ritiTan 

résidences, nursing homes and other comznon facilities in multiple lesidential facilities including, but not limited to, 
mobilehome paiks, planned unit developments, etc.; 

(13) Lobbies, hallways, lestrooms and other common areas in multiple unit commercial facilities; 

(14) Polling places. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this ciiapter, any owner, operator, manager or other person who controls 
any establishment or facility may prohibit smoking within the entire establishment or fadlity . (Ord. No. 4752 § 1 , 1994.) 

Sec. 32-7. Places of Employment 

(a) Within ninety (90) days of the effective date of this ch^pter, each employer having an enclosed place of 
employment located within unincoiporated Sonoma County, shall adopt, implement, make known and maintain a written 
smoking policy, wfaich shall contain the foUowing requirements: 

(1) Smoking shall be prohibited in ail enclosed facilities within a place of employment without exception. This 
includes common work areas, auditoriums, classrooms, conférence and meeting rooms, private of&ces, elevators, 
hallways, médical facilities, cafétérias, employée lounges, stairs, restiooms, vehicles and ail other enclosed facilities. 

(b) The smoking policy shall be commimicated to ail employées within three (3) weeks of its adoption, and at least 
annually theieafter and ail employers shall supply a written copy of the smoking policy to any existing or prospective 
employée. 

(c) Ail employers shall comply with thèse nonsmoking provisions and shall be responsible for their implementation 
in their places of ei]:q}loymenL 

(d) **No smoking** signs shall be conspicuously posted at building entrances and in employée lounges, cafétérias and 
lunchrooms. 

(e) Places of employment exempt from the prohibition on smoking in other sections of this chapter shall also be 
exempt firom this section. (Ord. No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 

Sec 32-8. Smoking optional areas. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter to the contrary, the following areas shall not be subject to 
the smoking restrictions of this article: 

(1) Pnvate résidences, except when used as a child care or health care facility; 

(2) Bars; 

(3) Hôtel or motel rooms rented to guests; 

(4) Retail stores that deal primarily in the sale of tobacco products and accessories; 

(5) An enclosed place of employment whicfa employs only the owner and no other employée, provided that 
(i) The place of employment is not a public place, and 

(ii) The place of employment does not share a ventilation System with any other enclosed place of employment 
or public place. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, any owner, operator, manager or other person who controls 
any establishment described in this section may déclare that entire establishment as a nonsmoking establishment (Ord. 
No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 

Sec. 32-9. Posting requirements. 

(a) "No smoking" signs or the international "no smoking" sy mbol (consisting of a pictorial représentation of a buming 
cigarette enclosed in a red circle with a red bar across it) shall be cleariy, sufficiently and conspicuously posted in every 
building, as well as on entrances at eye level, or other place where smoking is regulated by this chapter, by the owner, 
operator, manager or other person having control of such building or other place. 

(b) Eveiy restaurant and mail shall hâve posted at every entrance a conspicuous sign cleariy stating that smoking is 
prohibited. (Ord. No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 
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Sec. 32-10. Régulation of the manner of sale of tobacco products. 

(a) Any person, business or other establishment wfaich sclls cigarettes and other tobacco products for consumption 
shall post plainly visible signs at the point of purchase of tobacco products which staie 

THE SALE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS TO PERSONS UNDER eGETTEEN YEARS OF AGE IS PRORTOITED 
BY LAW. ID IS REQUIRED TO PURCHASE TOBACCO. 

The letteis of thèse signs shall be at least one quarter inch (}/a") high. 

(b) No person, business or owner, manager, operator or employée of any establishment shall sell, offer to sell or permit 
to be sold, any tobacco product to an individual without requesting and examining identification establishing the 
purchaser's âge as eighteen (18) years or greater unless the seller has some reasonable basis for determining the buyer's 
âge. 

(c) It is unlawful for any person, business or tobacco retailer to sell, permit to be sold, or offer for sale any tobacco 
product by means of self-so^ce merchandising or by means other than vendor-assisted sales. 

(d) Cartons of cigarettes, multi-packages of smokeless tobacco, cigars and pipe tobacco are exempt ôrom this provision 
so long as thèse tobacco products are under constant direct sight surveillance of a store employée. 

(e) Thèse tobacco products shall be deemed to be under constant direct sight surveiUance of an employée only if the 
tobacco products themselves (and not just the displays, racks, shelves, kiosks, etc. where the products are displayed) 
are in plain and fiill view of a store employée. 

(f) No person, business or owner, manager, operator or employée of any establishment shall sell, offer for saie, or 
distribute any cigarette or other tobacco product by or âpom a vending machine or appliance, or any other coin-operated 
mechanical device designed or used for vending purposes, except for vending maciiines located witfain the premises 
licensed by the state of Califomia for on saie liquor sales and located within areas of such premises to wiiich access 
by minors is prohibited by law. (OnL No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 

Article 3. Légal. 

Sec. 32-11. Penalties. 

(a) It is unlawful for any person who owns, manages, opérâtes or otherwise controls the use of any premises subject 
to this chapter to fâl to comply with any requirements of this chapter. 

(b) It is unlawfiil for any person to smoke in any area restricted by the provisions of this chapter. 

(c) Except as may otherwise be provided by the laws of the state of Califomia (e.g.. Pénal Code Section 390, as 
amended, addressing tobacco sales to minors), any person or business found to be in violation of any provisions of this 
chapter shall be guilty of an infraction, punishable by: 

(1) A fine, not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00), for the fïrst violation; 

(2) A fine, not exceeding two hundred dollars ($200.00), for a second violation of diis chapter within, one (1) 
year, 

(3) A fine, not exceeding five hundred ($500.00), for each additional violation of this chapter within five (5) years. 
(Ord. No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 

Sec. 32-12. Nonretaliation. 

No person or employer shall discharge, refuse to hire, or in any manner, retaliate against any employée or applicant 
for employment because such employée or applicant exercises any rights afforded by this chapter. (Ord. No. 4752 § 
1, 1994.) 

Sec. 32-13. Other applicable laws. 

This chapter shall not be interpreted or construed to permit smoking where it is otherwise restricted by other ^plicable 
laws. (Ord. No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 
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Sec. 32-14. Effective date. 

The provisions of this chapier shall be effective thirty (30) days from and after the date of its adoption. (Ord. No. 4752 
§ 1, 1994.) 

Sec. 32-15. Statutory severability. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this chapter is, for any reason held lo be invalid or imconstitu- 
tional by a décision of any court of compétent juiisdiction, sucfa décision shall noi affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of the chapter. (Ord. No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 

Sec. 32-16. Libéral construction. 

It is the intention of the board of supervisors that this chapter shall be liberally construed to accomphsh its remédiai 
objectives and to be compatible with fédéral and state enactments. (Ord. No. 4752 § 1, 1994.) 
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CHAPTER 33 



SONOMA COUNTY TOURISM BUSINESS 
IMPROVEMENT AREA 

§33-1. Authorily. 

§ 33-2. Dellnitions. 

§ 33-3. Area established — Description. 

§ 33-4. Aiithorized uses. 

§ 33-5. Imposition and collection of assessments. 

§ 33-6. Collecting entities — Administrative tee — Registration. 

§ 33-7. Spécial iund. 

§ 33-8. Deficiencies — Penalties. 

§ 33-9. Détermination of assessment upon nonpayment. 

§33-10. Appeals. 

§ 33-1 1 . Assessments due deemed debt to county — Actions to collect. 

§33-12. Refunds. 

§ 33-13. Violations. 

§33-14. Records. 

§33-15. Advisory board. 

§ 33-16. Administration — Sonoma County tourism bureau. 

§ 33-17. Modification or disestablishment of the area. 

Sec. 33-1. Authority. 

This chapter is adopted pursuant to the "Parking and Business Improvement Area Law of 1 989," Sections 36500 et seq. of 
the Califomia Streets and Highways Code, and Resolution Nos. 04-0850 and 04-0984, adopted by the board of supervisors 
on September 14, 2004, and October 12, 2004. Such resolutions were published and maiied as provided by law, and meet- 
ings and hearings thereon were held by the board at public meetings and hearings on October 12, 2004, and November 2, 
2004, at which time ail persons desiring to be heard, and ail objections or protests made or filed, were fully heard and con- 
sidered. The board duly concluded the hearing on November 2, 2004, and determined that protests objecting to the formation 
of the area had not been received trom the owners of lodging businesses in the proposed area which would pay fifty percent 
(50%) or more of the assessments proposed to be levied. The board of supervisors fmds that the assessments levied on own- 
ers of lodging businesses pursuant to this chapter are based upon the estimated benefit to the owners of assessed lodging 
businesses within the area, and that ail owners of lodging businesses in the area against whom assessments are proposed to 
be levied will be benefited by the expenditure of funds raised by the assessments. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-2. Définitions. 

Except where the context otherwise requires, as used in this chapter: 

"Administrative fee" means a fee equal to the actual costs of collection and administration, not to exceed two percent 
(2%) of the amount of assessments collected, which a collecting entity is entitled to retain from the assessments collected 
within their respective territorial jurisdictions. 

"Advisory board" means the advisory board appointed by the board of supervisors pursuant to this chapter. 

"Annual report" means the annual report required by Section 36533 of the law. 

"Area" means the Sonoma County Tourism Business Improvement Area created by this chapter and as delineated in Sec- 
tion 33-3. 

"Assessmenf means the levy imposed by this chapter for the purpose of funding activities and programs promoting tour- 
ism in the area. 

"Board of supervisors" means the board of supervisors of the county of Sonoma. 
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"City" or "cities" shall mean, individually or collectively, as the context may required, the various cities or towns of So- 
noma County, excluding those cities and towns that hâve not consented to tiie imposition of assessinents within their territo- 
rial jurisdiction. 

"City counciP' means a city council of a city. 

"Collecting entity" means ( 1 ) for iodging establishments located within the temtorial jurisdiction of a city that has entered 
into an administrative agreement with the county pursuant to Section 33-6, the city in which the Iodging establishment is 
located; and (2) for ail other Lodging establishments, the Sonoma County tax collector. 

"Contractor" means a non-profit or for-profit entity with which the county of Sonoma contracts to carry out the services, 
activities, and programs to be funded by revenues from assessments. 

"County" means the county of Sonoma. 

"Lodging" means any accommodation consisting of one (I) or more rooms or other living spaces which are occupied or 
intended Or designed for occupancy by transients for dwelling, lodging, or sieeping purposes. Such tenn includes any hôtel, 
inn, tourist home or house, motel, studio hôtel, bachelor hôtel, lodging house, rooming house, apartment house, dormitory, 
public or private club, recreational vehicle park, or public or private campground. The term "lodging" does not include an 
organized camp, as that term is defined in Section 1 8897 of the Health and Safety Code, or any establishment operated by a 
public or non-profit entity exclusively for the purpose of providing temporary shelter for the homeless. 

"Marketing activities" means activities designed to market the area as a tourist destination, including the expenditure of 
flinds to place advertising in any média, conduct public relations campaigns, perform marketing research, promote conven- 
tions and trade shows, and foster improved contacts within the travel industry, for the purpose of promoting tourism within 
the area. 

"Occupancy" means the use or possession, or the right to the use or possession, of any one ( 1) or more rooms or portion 
thereof, or other living space, in any lodging for dwelling, lodging, or sieeping purposes. 

"Operator" means the person who is the owner of a lodging business, whether in the capacity of an owner, lessee, subies- 
see, mortgagee in possession, or licensee of the real property upon which the lodging business is located, or other capacity. 
When the operator perfonns his or her flinctions through a managing agent of any type or character other than an employée, 
the managing agent shall also be deemed an operator for the purposes of this article, and shall hâve the same duties and li- 
abilities as his or her principal. Compliance with the provisions of this article by either the principal or the managing agent 
shall, however, be considered compliance by both. For purposes of the imposition of assessments pursuant to Section 33-5, 
(a) the term "operator of a lodging establishmenf shall include persons or entities who manage the rental of individual resi- 
dential units to transients, even if such units are not owned by such operator, and (b) whether such operator generated rent of 
more than three hundred fifty thousand dollars ($350,000.00) in the prior fiscal year shall be determined by the aggregate 
total of rent received from ail individual residential units managed by such operator during such fiscal year. 

"Parking and Business Improvement Area Law of 1989" or "law" means the provisions of Califomia Streets and High- 
ways Code Sections 36500 to 3655 1, as they now exist or are hereafter amended. Businesses in the area shall be subject to 
any amendments to the law. 

"Person" means an individual, finn, partnership, joint venture, association, social club, fraternal organization, joint stock 
Company, corporation, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, trustée, syndicate, or any other group or combination acting as a 
unit, or any public agency. 

"Renf means the considération charged, whether or not received, for the occupancy of a space in a lodging valued in 
money, whether to be received in money, goods, labor, or otherwise, including ail receipts, cash, crédits, property, and ser- 
vices of any kind or nature, without déduction therefrom whatsoever. 

"Room or other living space" means a room or any portion of any room in any lodging; any tent cabin or any space desig- 
nated for location of a mobile home or house trailer, tent trailer, recreational vehicle, tent, or other itiovable living space. 

"Sonoma County tourism bureau" or "SCTB" means the Sonoma County Tourism Bureau, Inc., a Califomia nonprofit 
mutual benefit corporation. 

"Sonoma County tourism business improvement area" means that area created by this chapter as a business improvement 
area pursuant to the Parking and Business Improvement Area Law of 1989. 

"Sonoma County tourism business improvement area fiind" or "fund" means the fund created pursuant to Section 33-7 of 
this chapter. 

"Tax collector" means the Sonoma County tax collector. 

"Transienf means any person who exercises occupancy or who is entitled to occupancy by reason of concession, permit, 
right of access, license, or other agreement for a period of thirty (30) consécutive calendar days or less, counting portions of 
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calendar days as full days. Any such person so occupying space in a lodging shall be deemed to be a transient until the pe- 
riod of thirty (30) days has expired unless there is an agreement in writing between the operator and the occupant providing 
for a longer period of occupancy. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-3. Area established — Description. 

Pursuant to the Parking and Business hnprovement Area Law of 1989, a parking and business improvement area is 
hereby established, to be known as the "Sonoma County Tourism Business Improvement Area." The boundaries of the area 
are the same as the boundaries of the county of Sonoma, but the area does not include the territory of any incorporated city in 
Sonoma County that has not consented to the formation of the area within its territorial jurisdiction. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 
2004.) 

Sec. 33-4. Authorized uses. 

The purpose of forming the area as a business improvement area under the law is to provide revenue to defray the costs of 
services, activities, and programs that promote and encourage tourism within the area, which will benefit the operators of 
lodging establishments paying assessments in the area through the promotion of the scenic, recreational, cultural, and other 
attractions in the area. Revenues from assessments shall be used to conduct marketing activities designed to increase over- 
night visits to the area. Revenues from assessments may be used for programs, services, and activities outside the area, if 
such programs, services, and activities are designed to promote and encourage ovemight visits to the area. Revenues from 
assessments may aiso be used to pay or reimburse administrative costs incurred by the contractor or county of Sonoma in 
connection with the création of the area and the Sonoma County tourism bureau, the transition of the current county-operated 
tourism marketing program to the contractor, and the ongoing administrative costs associated with the marketing activities. 
Administrative costs paid or reimbursed pursuant to this Section 33-4 shall not be subject to the limit set forth in Section 33- 
6; provided, however, that the county 's reimbursement for assessment collection costs is limited as provided in Section 33-6. 
Revenues from assessments collected in the area may not be used for any purposes other than those set forth in this section. 
(Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-5. imposition and collection of assessments. 

(a) Each operator of a lodging establishment generating total rent during the preceding fiscal year (July 1 to June 30) of 
greater than three hundred fifty thousand dollars ($350,000.00) shall pay as an assessment a sum equal to two percent (2%) 
of the rent charged by the operator. 

(b) Each operator of a lodging establishment subject to assessment under this chapter shall, on or before the last day of 
the month following each calendar quarter, or at the end of any shorter reporting period that may be established by the tax 
collector, make a return to the tax collector, on forms provided by the tax collector, of the total rents charged by the operator 
and the amount of assessments owed for such calendar quarter. At the time the return is filed, the full amount of assessments 
owed for such calendar quarter shall be remitted to the tax collector. Notwithstanding the foregoing, operators of lodging 
establishments subject to assessment under this chapter located in cities that hâve entered into agreements with the tax col- 
lector pursuant to Section 33-6 shall report and remit assessments as required by the applicable collecting entity. 

(c) The operator of a lodging establishment subject to assessment under this chapter shall be solely responsible for pay- 
ing ail assessments when due. Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event that the operator of a lodging establishment elects 
to pass on some or alJ of the assessment to transient customers of the lodging establishment, the operator of the lodging es- 
tablishment shall separately identify or itemize the assessment on any document provided to a customer. Assessments levied 
on the operators of lodging establishments pursuant to the ordinance codified in this chapter and passed on to customers are 
not part of a lodging establishment operator' s rent, gross receipts, or gross revenues for purposes of this chapter or Chapter 
12 of this code. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-6. Collecting entities — Administrative fee — Registration. 

(a) The tax collector may enter into agreements with any city, under which the city shall coliect the assessments levied 
under this chapter from operators of lodging located within the territory of the city. Such agreements shall be consistent with 
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the provisions of tiiis chapter. Operators of lodgings subject to assessment under this chapter located within the territories of 
any such city shall file, at such times as the collecting entity shall specify, information returns containing, at a minimum, the 
amount of rent charged and the amount of assessments owed for the applicable reporting period, and shall remit to the col- 
lecting entity the amount of assessments owed for such reporting period. 

(b) Each collecting entity (including the tax collector) shall be entitled to charge an amount equal to its actual costs of 
collection and administration, not to exceed two percent (2%), of the assessments collected from operators of lodging estab- 
lishments to deferthe administrative costs incurred by the collecting entity for the opération ofthe area. Notwithstandingthe 
foregoing, for the first two (2) years ofthe area, the two percent (2%) administrative fee shall be charged in full for extraor- 
dinary enforcement costs and other related unforeseeable costs. Ail assessments collected by any city, less the aforemen- 
tioned administrative fee, shall be transferred to the Sonoma County tax collector within thlrty (30) days following collection 
ofthe assessment by the applicable city. The Sonoma County tax collector will not charge an administrative fee for assess- 
ments collected by a city if to do so would resuit in the imposition of a total administrative fee of greater than two percent 
(2%). 

(c) Each collecting entity may require each operator subject to assessment under this chapter to register with the collect- 
ing entity and to provide such information as the collecting entity deems necessary to enable the collecting entity to collect 
assessments due under this chapter. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-7. Spécial fund. 

A spécial fund designated as the "Sonoma County Tourism Business Improvement Area Fund" is hereby created. The 
Sonoma County tax collector shall place ail assessments collected or remitted hereunder into the fund. The revenue from the 
levy of assessments within the area shall not be used for any purposes other than those set forth in Section 33-4 of this chap- 
ter. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-8. Deficiencies — Penalties. 

(a) Any operator subject to assessment under this chapter who fails to remit any assessment imposed by this chapter 
within the time required shall pay a penalty of ten percent (10%) ofthe amount ofthe assessment in addition to the amount 
ofthe assessment. 

(b) Any operator subject to assessment under this chapter who fails to remit any delinquent remittance on or before a 
period of thirty (30) days following the date upon which the remittance first became delinquent shall pay a second delin- 
quency penalty of ten percent ( 1 0%) ofthe amount ofthe assessment, in addition to the amount ofthe assessment and the ten 
percent (10%) penalty first imposed. 

(c) Tf the Sonoma County tax collector or applicable collecting entity détermines that the nonpayment of any remittance 
due under this chapter is due to fraud, a penalty of twenty-five percent (25%) ofthe amount ofthe assessments due shall be 
added thereto, in addition to the penalties set forth in subsections (a) and (b) of this section. 

(d) In addition to any penalties imposed hereunder, any operator who fails to remit any assessment imposed by this chap- 
ter when due shall pay interest at the rate of one and one-half percent ( 1 .5%) per month on the unpaid balance ofthe assess- 
ment, from the date on which the assessment first became delinquent until paid. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-9. Détermination of assessment upon nonpayment. 

(a) If any operator subject to assessment under this chapter shall fail to make any report or remittance of assessments 
within the time provided in this chapter, the applicable collecting entity shall proceed in the manner it deems best to obtain 
facts and information upon which to base its estimate ofthe assessment due, and shall thereafter detennine and assess against 
the operator the assessment, penalties, and interest due pursuant to this chapter. In any case where such détermination is 
made, the collecting entity shall give a notice ofthe amounts so assessed by serving it personally or depositing it in the 
United States mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the operator at its last known place of address. 

(b) The operator may, within ten (10) calendar days after the serving or mailing of such notice, make application in writ- 
ing to the collecting entity for a hearing on the amount assessed. The application is considered made when mailed. If applica- 
tion by the operator for a hearing is not made within the time prescribed, the assessments, penalties, and interest, if any, de- 
termined by the collecting entity to be due shall become final and conclusive and immediately due and payable. If the opéra- 
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tor makes timely application for a hearing, the collecting entity shall give not less than ten ( 1 0) calendar days' written notice 
to the operator as provided herein of the time and date of the hearing. At the hearing, the operator may appear and offer évi- 
dence as to why the amounts specified in the collecting entity's détermination should not be flxed. 

(c) After such hearing, the collecting entity shall détermine the proper assessment, penalties, and interest to be remitted, 
and shall thereafîter give written notice of same to the operator, within thirty (30) calendar days of the hearing. The collecting 
entity's détermination shall be presumed to be correct. The amount determined to be due shall be payable after fifteen ( 1 5) 
calendar days from the date of mailing of the détermination, unless an appeal is taken pursuant to Section 33- 1 of this chap- 
ter. At any appeal, the operator has the burden of proving that the collecting entity's detennination is incorrect. (Ord. No. 
5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-10. Appeals. 

Any operator subject to assessment under this chapter aggrieved by any décision of the collecting entity with respect to 
the amount of assessments, penalties, or interest imposed under this chapter may appeal to the board of supervisors by filing 
a notice of appeal with tlie county clerk, and a copy on the tax collector, within fifteen (15) calendar days of the serving or 
mailing of the détermination by the collecting entity. The board of supervisors shall fix a time and place for hearing such 
appeal, and the county clerk or the tax collector shall give notice to the operator by mailing such notice to the operator at its 
last known place of address. The time of the hearing shall be at least fifteen ( 1 5) calendar days after the mailing of the notice. 
The tax collector shall présent the matter to the board of supervisors and include évidence submitted by the operator. The tax 
collector shall also include proposed findings and a resolution of the appeal. At the hearing, the tax collector, the collecting 
entity, and the operator shall hâve an opportunity to explain their case and introduce other statements or évidence. The board 
of supervisors may impose reasonable time limits on each party's présentation. The findings of the board of supervisors shall 
be final and conclusive, and shall be served on the operator as provided in Section 33-9 of this chapter. Any amount found to 
be due shall be immediately due and payable. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-1 1 . Assessments due deemed debt to county — Actions to collect. 

Any assessment, penalty, or interest required to be paid by any operator subject to assessment under this chapter shall be 
deemed a debt owed by the operator to the county. Any assessment collected Irom a transient by an operator which has not 
been paid to the county shall be deemed a debt owed by the operator to the county. Any operator owing money to the county 
for assessments under this chapter shall be liable to an action brought in the name of the county for the recovery of the 
amount of the debt. The county shall be entitled to recover from an operator found liable for the debt, or any partthereof, any 
costs, including attomeys' fées, personnel costs, or other expenses incurred by the county because of the failure of the opera- 
tor to timely remit assessments, penalties, or interest to the county. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-12. Refunds. 

If an assessment, penalty, or interest imposed by this chapter has been overpaid or paid more than once or paid in error, or 
has been illegally collected or received by the county, a refund may be sought by filing a claim according to the procédure 
set forth in Chapter 2, Article XXV of this code. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-13. Violations. 

Any operator violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punishable 
therefore as provided in Section J -7 of this code. In addition, the tax collector may pursue on behalf of the county any civil 
or administrative remedy otherwise available for failure to comply with the requirements of this chapter. If the county pre- 
vails in such action or proceeding, the county shall be entitled to recover its costs, including attorneys' fées, personnel costs, 
or other expenses incurred because of the failure to comply with the provisions of this chapter. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 
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Sec. 33-14. Records. 

Every operator of a lodging establishment subject to assessment under this chapter shall keep and préserve, for a period of 
three (3) years, ail records as may be necessary to détermine the amount of such assessment as he may hâve been liable for 
the collection of and payment to the applicable collecting entity, which records the applicable collecting entity and the 
county of Sonoma shall hâve the right to inspect at a reasonable time and following twenty-four (24) hours' prior written 
notice. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-15. Advisory board. 

An advisory board comprised of five (5) members is hereby created to carry out the functions of an advisory board under 
the law. The members of the advisory board may be nominated by and be members of the board of directors of the contrac- 
ter, subject to the approval of the board of supervisors. members of the advisory board shall serve at the pleasure of the 
board of supervisors and may be removed by the board of supervisors at any time. The advisory board shall advise the board 
of supervisors on the amount of the area's assessments and on the services, programs, and activities to be funded by the as- 
sessments, and shall perform such other duties as required by the law, including preparing the annual report required by Sec- 
tion 36533 of the law. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-16. Administration — Sonoma County tourism bureau. 

(a) The county of Sonoma may contract with a contracter to carry out the services, activities, and programs to be funded 
by revenues from assessments, as set forth in this chapter and the law, and as specifïed in the applicable annual report. The 
Sonoma County tourism bureau is hereby designated to act as the initial contracter. Any contract between the county and the 
contracter shall confonn te the provisions of this chapter. 

(b) The board of directors of the contracter shall be comprised of twenty-two (22) members. Directors shall be appeinted 
by the board of supervisors, city councils and by the lodging industry in proportion to the respective fmancial contribution to 
the opération of the contracter made by the county (from transient occupancy tax receipts or other sources), the cities (from 
transient occupancy tax receipts or other sources) and the lodging industry (from assessments under this chapter or other 
sources). The number of directors appointed by cities shall be based on the collective fmancial contribution from ail cities. 
The right to appoint a director shall not vest until pro-rata contributions equal or exceed the amount required to appoint one 

(1) director. The lodging industry shall appoint as directors operators of lodging establishments from each of the following 
catégories: (i) twenty-five (25) units or fewer; (ii) twenty-six (26) to seventy-five (75) units; (iii) seventy-six (76) to one 
hundred forty ( 1 40) units; (iv) over one hundred forty ( 1 40) units. Appointment of directors by the lodging industry shall be 
made based upon the percentage of assessments contributed by each lodging type; provided, however, that no less than two 

(2) nor more than five (5) directors shall be appointed from any one (1 ) lodging category; and provided ftirther, that no less 
than two (2) nor more than five (5) directors shall be operators of lodging establishments located within each separate So- 
noma County supervisorial district. Directors appointed on behalf of the county or the cities shall be appointed by the board 
of supervisors or city councils, as applicable. Such directors may not be members of the appointing bodies, but shall be op- 
erators of tourism-related businesses within the area, or employées or board members of non-profit entities within the area 
carrying out activities to promote tourism within Sonoma County. In the event the contracter changes the composition of the 
board of directors, the county may immediately terminate the contracter. Meetings of the board ef directors of the contracter 
shall be noticed, public, and held in cenformance with the provisions ef the Ralph M. Brown Act. 

(c) The contract with the contracter shall reasonably specify the services, programs, and activities to be provided by the 
contracter, which services, programs, and activities shall be in cenfonnance with the applicable annual report. The contracter 
may previde any services, programs, or activities that promote tourist visits te the area, witheut regard to the limitations set 
forth in Section 33-4, provided that services, programs, or activities net autherized by Section 33-4 may net be paid for using 
revenues from assessments. Prior te centracting with a contracter, the county shall ebtain a budget from the contracter show- 
ing to the satisfaction ef the county that the revenues from assessments and ail other sources to be paid to the contracter are 
sufficient to permit the contracter te carry out the services, programs, and activities set forth in the annual plan. The contract 
with the contracter shall contain provisions allowing the county to inspect the centracter's records, te perfemi audits and 
investigations, or to ebtain reports from the contracter as the county deems necessary te ensure that revenues from assess- 
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ments are used only as set forth in the contract and as permitted under this chapter and the law. The contract shall provide 
that it may be terminated by the county, with or without cause, on no less than thirty (30) days' notice. 

(d) The board of supervisors may, in its sole discrétion, remove the SCTB or successor contractor at any tiine. Upon such 
removal, the board of supervisors may either ( 1 ) sélect and contract with a successor contractor or (2) provide the services, 
program, and activities set forth in the applicable annual report with the county's own forces, in which case, the county may 
obtain reimbursement for services performed and expenses incurred from revenues from assessments. The composition of 
the board of directors of any successor contractor must be substantially similar to the composition of the board of directors of 
SCTB as set forth in subsection (b) of this section. If the board of supervisors does not sélect a successor contractor, the 
board shall appoint an advisory board, whose members must be operators of lodging establishments subject to assessment 
under this chapter. 

(e) The contract with the contractor shall be administered on behalf of the county of Sonoma by the director of the éco- 
nomie development board, who may authorize disbursements from the Sonoma County tourism business improvement area 
fund solely for the purposes set forth in Section 33-4. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 

Sec. 33-17. Modification or disestablishment of the area. 

(a) The board of supervisors, by ordinance, may modify the provisions of this chapter and may disestablish the area, after 
adopting a resolution of intention to such effect. Such resolution shall describe the proposed change or changes, or indicate 
that it is proposed to disestablish the area, and shall state the time and place of a hearing to be held by the board of supervi- 
sors to consider the proposed action. 

(b) If the operators of lodging establishments which pay fifty percent (50%) or more of the assessments in the area file a 
pétition with the clerk of the board of supervisors requesting the board of supervisors to adopt a resolution of intention to 
modify or disestablish the area, the board of supervisors shall adopt such resolution and act upon it as required by subsection 
(d) of this section and the law. Signatures on such pétition shall be those of a duly authorized représentative of the operators 
of lodging establishments in the area that paid assessments in the prior calendar quarter. 

(c) In the event the resolution proposes to modify any of the provisions of this chapter, including changes in the existing 
assessments or in the existing boundaries of the area, such proceedings shall terminate if protest is made by the operators of 
lodging establishments paying fifty percent (50%) or more of the assessments in the area. 

(d) In the event the resolution proposes disestablishment of the area, the board of supervisors shall disestablish the area; 
unless at such hearing, protest against disestablishment is made by the operators of lodging establishments paying fifty per- 
cent (50%) or more of the assessments in the area. (Ord. No. 5525 § 2, 2004.) 
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CROSS-REFERENCE TABLE 
FOR ZONING CH. 26 

This table provides users with the current disposition of the sections of the Zoning Code. 
Thus, prior code Section 26-1 appears in this code as Section 26-02-010. 
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Prior § 

26-1 

26-2 

26-2.5 

26-3 

26-3.1 

26-3.2 

26-3.5 

26-3.6 

26-4 

26-5 

26-6 

26-7 

26-8 

26-9 

26-20 

26-21 

26-22 

26-30 

26-31 

26-32 

26-40 

26-41 

26-42 

26-50 

26-51 

26-52 

26-60 

26-61 

26-62 

26-70 

26-71 

26-72 

26-80 

26-81 

26-82 

26-90 

26-91 

26-92 

26-100 

26-101 

26-102 

26-110 

26-111 



Herein 

26-02-010 
26-02-020 
26-02-030 
26-02-040 
26-02-050 
26-02-060 
26-02-070 
26-02-080 
26-02-090 
26-02-100 
26-02-110 
26-02-120 
26-02-130 
26-02-140 
26-04-010 
26-04-020 
26-04-030 
26-06-010 
26-06-020 
26-06-030 
26-08-010 
26-08-020 
26-08-030 
26-10-010 
26-10-020 
26-10-030 
26-12-010 
26-12-020 
26-12-030 
26-14-010 
26-14-020 
26-14-030 
26-16-010 
26-16-020 
26-16-030 
26-18-010 
26-18-020 
26-18-030 
26-20-010 
26-20-020 
26-20-030 
26-22-010 
26-22-020 



Prior § 

26-112 
26-120 
26-121 
26-122 
26-130 
26-131 
26-132 
26-133 
26-134 
26-135 
26-140 
26-141 
26-142 
26-150 
26-151 
26-152 
26-160 
26-161 
26-162 
26-170 
26-171 
26-172 
26-180 
26-181 
26-182 
26-190 
26-191 
26-192 
26-200 
26-201 
26-202 
26-210 
26-211 
26-212 
26-220 
26-221 
26-222 
26-230 
26-231 
26-232 
26-240 
26-241 
26-242 



Herein 

26-22-030 
26-24-010 
26-24^0 
26-24-030 
26-26-010 
26-26-020 
26-26-030 
26-26-040 
26-26-050 
26-26-060 
26-28-010 
26-28-020 
26-28-030 
26-30-010 
26-30-020 
26-30-010 
26-32-010 
26-32-020 
26-32-030 
26-34-010 
26-34-020 
26-34-030 
26-36-010 
26-36-020 
26-36-030 
26-38-010 
26-38-020 
26-38-030 
26-40-010 
26-40-020 
26-40-030 
26-42-010 
26-42-020 
26-42-030 
26-44-010 
26-44-020 
26-44-030 
26-46-010 
26-46-020 
26-46-030 
26-48-010 
26-48-020 
26-48-030 
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TABLE 



Prior § 

26-250 

26-251 

26-252 

26-260 

26-261 

26-261.1 

26-261.2 

26-261.3 

26-270 

26-271 

26-280 

26-281 

26-282 

26-290 

26-291 

26-292 

26-300 

26-310 

26-311 

26-320 

26-321 

26-322 

26-330 

26-331 

26-332 

26-340 

26-341 

26-342 

26-343 

26-350 

26-351 

26-352 

26-360 

26-361 

26-362 

26-370 

26-370.1 

26-380 

26-390 

26-400 

26-401 

26-402 

26-403 

26-404 

26-405 

26-410 

26-411 

26-412 

26-413 



Herem 

26-50-010 
26-50-020 
26-50-030 
26-52-010 
26-52-020 
26-52-030 
26-52-040 
26-52-050 
26-54-010 
26-54-020 
26-56-010 
26-56-020 
26-56^30 
26-58-010 
26-58-020 
26-58-030 
26-60-010 
26-62-010 
26-62-020 
26-64-010 
26-64-020 
26-64-030 
26-66-010 
26-66-020 
26-66-030 
26-68-010 
26-68-020 
26-68-030 
26-68-040 
26-70-010 
26-70-020 
26-70-030 
26-72-010 
26-72-020 
26-72-030 
26-74-010 
26-74-020 
26-76-010 
26-78-010 
26-80-010 
26-80-020 
26-81-010 
26-81-020 
26-81-030 
26-81-040 
26-82-010 
26-82-020 
26-82-030 
26-82-040 



Prior § 

26-414 

26-420 

26-421 

26-422 

26-430 

26-440 

26-442 

26-443 

26-444 

26-445 

26-446 

26-447 

26-448 

26-449 

26-449.1 

26-449.2 

26-450 

26-451 

26-452 

26-453 

26-453.1 

26-460 

26-460-1 

26-460.2 

26-461 

26-461.1 

26-461.2 

26-462 

26-462.1 

26-462.2 

26-463 

26-464 

26-465 

26-465.1 

26-465.2 

26-465.3 

26-466 

26-467 

26-467.1 

26-468 

26-468.1 

26-468.2 

26-468.3 

26-4684 

26-468.5 

26-468.6 

26-468.7 

26-469 

26-470 



Herein 

26-82-050 
26-84-010 
26-84-020 
26-84-030 
26-86-010 
26-88-010 
26-88-020 
26-88-030 
26-88-040 
26-88-050 
26-88-060 
26-88-070 
26-88-080 
26-88-090 
26-88-100 
26-88-110 
26-90-010 
26-90-020 
26-90-030 
26-90-040 
26-90-050 
26-92-010 
26-92-020 
26-92-030 
26-92-040 
26-92-050 
26-92-060 
26-92-070 
26-92-080 
26-92-090 
26-92-100 
26-92-110 
26-92-120 
26-92-130 
26-92-140 
26-92-150 
26-92-160 
26-92-170 
26-92-180 
26-92-190 
26-92-200 
26-92-210 
26-92-220 
26-92-230 
-26-92-240 
26-92-250 
26-92-260 
26-92-270 
26-94-010 
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Prior § 

26-471 

26-472 

26^73 

26-474 

26-475 

26-476 

26-476.1 

26^80 

26^81 

26-482 

26-483 

26^90 

26^90.1 

26^90^ 

26^90.3 

26-490.4 

26-490-5 

26^90.6 

26^90.7 

26-490.8 

26-490.9 

26-491 

26-491.1 

26-491.2 

26-491.2.1 

26-4913 

26-491.4 

26491.5 

26491.6 

26-491.7 

26491.8 

26491.9 

26492 

26492.1 

26492.2 

264923 

26492.4 

26492.5 

26492.6 

26492.7 

26493 

26493.1 

26493.2 

26493.3 

26493.4 

26493.5 

26494 

26494.1 

26494.2 



Hereio 

26-94-020 
26-94-030 
26-94-040 
26-94-050 
26-94-060 
26-94-070 
26-94-080 
26-96-010 
26-96-020 
26-96-030 
26-96-040 
26-98-010 
26-98-020 
26-98-030 
26-98-040 
26-98-050 
26-98-060 
26-98-070 
26-98-080 
26-98-090 
26-98-100 
26-98-200 
26-98-210 
26-98-220 
26-98-230 
26-98-310 
26-98-320 
26-98-330 
26-98-340 
26-98-350 
26-98-370 
26-98-380 
26-98400 
26-98410 
26-98420 
26-98430 
26-98-440 
26-98450 
26-98460 
26-98470 
26-98-500 
26-98-510 
26-98-520 
26-98-530 
26-98-540 
26-98-550 
26-98-600 
26-98-605 
26-98-610 



Prior § 

26494.3 

26494.4 

26494.5 

26494.6 

26494.7 

26494.8 

26494.9 

26495 

26495.1 

26495.2 

264953 

26495.4 

26495.5 

26495.6 

26495.7 

26495.8 

26495.9 



Herein 

26-98-620 
26-98-630 
26-98-640 
26-98-650 
26-98-660 
26-98-670 
26-98-680 
26-98-700 
26-98-710 
26-98-720 
26-98-730 
26-98-740 
26-98-750 
26-98-760 
26-98-770 
26-98-780 
26-98.790 
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ORDINANCE UST AND DISPOSHTON TABLE* 



Ordinance 
Number 

3308 

3575 

3651 

3836R 

4013 

4111 

4123 

4127 

4161 
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Adds § 23-14; amends §§ 23-8 and 23-9; repeals § 23-10, rivers and streams (23) 

Amends §§ 7B-1, 7B-3 and 7B-ll(d), flood damage prévention (7B) 

Adds Ch. 26D, héritage or landmaik trees (26D) 

Water clarity régulations (23) 

Adds § 19-20 [19-6.1], polystyrène packaging (19) 

Adds § 7B-4.5, flood damage prévention (7B) 

Amaids §§ 7-3, 7-4, 7-9, 7-13 and 7-19, building codes CI) 

Amends §§ 7B-1, 7B-5 and 7B-7, flood damage prévention (7B) 

Adds § 20-57[20^](f); amends §§ 20-57[20-65](a), (d)(4), 20-57.1 [20-66], 25-58(r) and 25-58.1(r); lenames 

Art. IX of Ch. 20 to be Art. IXX, development fées for parks in Larkfîeld-Wikiup Study anea, development 

fées for paiks (20, 25) 
4195 Amends §§ 20-57.1 [20-66](a) and 25-58.1(r), park mitigation fées (20, 25) 

4232 Adds §§ 25-13.13(aX6) and 25-13.15; amends §§ 25-13.9 and 25-13.12, subdivisions (25) 

4275 Increases statutory fées for certain services; lepeals §§ 2-161 and 2-163 of Art. XVI of Ch. 2 (2) 

4291 Adds Art. n to Ch. 19 (§§ 19-13—19-22), AIDS discrimination; names §§ 19-1—19-12 to be Art I, gênerai 

provisions (19) 
4301 Adds Art. HE to Ch. 30 (§ 30-27), permanent agiicultmal employée housing (30) 

4307 Amends Art. XIX of Ch. 2 (§§ 2-190— 2-211 1), mobilehome space lent stabilization (2) 

4316 Adds §§ 25B-l(d) and 25B-12, water wells (25-B) 

4318 Amends §§ 30.20 and 30.25, agriculture (30) 

4320 Amends § 15-20, highways, nsads and bridges (15) 

4325 Adds §§ 26-301.11 and 26-301.12; amends §§ 26-301.1 and 26-301.8, zoning (Not codified) 

4326 Amends §§ 26-300.2 and 26-300.3, zoning (Not codified) 

4327 Amends §§ 26-304.2 and 26-3043, zoning (Not codified) 
4330 Adds §§ 24-32—24-36, sewers and sewage disposai (24) 
4336 Am^ids § 2-76, planning ^ency (2) 

4349 Amends § 26-302.4, development fées (Not codified) 

4350 Adds §§ 26-305—26-305.9, development fées (Not codified) 

4351 Adds §§ 25-12.1 and 26-212.1, devetopment timelines (25) 
4366 Adds §§ 26-306—26-306.9, development fées (Not codified) 
4370 Adds § 22-7 A, refuse (22) 

4386 Repeals and replaces Ch. 28, emergency and pre-hospital médical services system ordinance (28) 

4391 Repeals and replaces § 18-1, tiaffic (Repealed by 4717) 

4394 Adds § 2-5, custodial officers (2) 

4396 Amends §§ 20-57[20-65](a) and (f), 20-57.1 [20-66](a), 25-58(r), 25-58.1(r), 26-251.4(a) and 26-251.6, park 

mitigation fées (20, 25) 
4399 Adds §§ 25-11.5, 25-70 and 25-70.2—25-70.7; amends § 25-2(g); repeals § 25-13.13, subdivisions (25) 

4401 Amends § 7-13, building permits (7) 

4430 Adds Art. V to Ch. 23 (§§ 23A-63— 23A-66), mitigation monitoring (23) 

4432 Amends § 1-8, supervisorial districts (1) 

4435 Adds § 28-3Tr, amends §§ 28-2, 28-4(a), (c), (f), (m) and (y), 28-5(a) and (i), 28-21 and 28-24, emergency 

médical response ordinance (28) 
4440 Adds Art m to Ch. 3 (§§ 3-40—3-46), noise control (3) 



*E(fitor's Note: This table consists of ordinances codiBed by Book Pnblishing Company begimmig wiûi snpplement 12-91. 
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Ordinance 
Nomber 

4441 Renames Ch. 14 to be local health peimits and enforcement régulations relating to food sale; amends Art 

n of Qi. 14 (§§ 14-3 — 14-7), local healih pennits and enforcement régulations relating to food sale (14) 

4445 Adds § 7-13(f)(12), plumbing (7) 

4449 Amends §§ 5-5(w) and 5-82, animais; amends §§ 26-9, 26-38(d)(4), 26-237(f)(4), 26-241(fX4), 26-245(f)(4), 

26-257(f)(4), 26-260(f)(4) and 26-265(f)(4), zoning (5) 

4463 Adds Art V to Ch. 13 (§§ 13-21—13-63), fixe safe standards; amends §§ 13-6 and 13-16; renumbers An. 

VI of Ch. 13 to be § 13-66; renumbers Art Vm of Ch. 13 to be § 13-81; renumbers Art X of Ch. 13 to 
be § 13-91; amoids and renumbers Art VU of Ch. 13 to be §§ 13-71 — 13-76; am^ids and renombos Art 
IX of Ch- 13 to be §§ 13-86—13-87, fire protection ordinance (13) 

4467 Adds §§ 7-5(f) and 7-13(a)(8); adds Art IV to Ch. 7 (§§ 7-30—7-32), private actions for damage caused 

by impermitted placement of fîll wiffain flood-pr<Hie urfoan areas; amends § 7-13(a)(7); amends and renumbos 
§ 7-13(aX8) to be § 7-13(a)(9); amends and renumbers § 7-13(aX9) to be § 7-13(a)(10), building régulations 
(7) 

4476 Amends § 13-16, unifomi fire code, § 25-23.1, zoning and § 28-2, emergency médical respcxise ordinance; 
amends Ont 3974 to change § 25-58 to be 25-58(s); amends Ord. 3978 to change § 25-13.10 to be § 25- 
13.14; amends Ord. 4101 to diange § 25-44(c) to be § 25-44(p); amends Ord. 4232 by renumbering § 25- 
13.14 to be § 25-13-15, and § 25-13-13(a)(6) to be § 25-13.13(b)(6); amends Qrds. 3991, 4029 and 4166 
by rMiumbering § 26-18(c) to be § 26-18(d); amends Ords- 3991, 4029 and 4166 by renumbering § 26-18(c) 
to be § 26-18(d); amends Ords. 3991, 4029, and 4166 by changing références to § 26-27(o) to be § 26-27(p), 
§ 26C-71(c)4 to be 26C-71(4), § 26C-450(h) to be § 26-C-450a), § 26C-81(c)3 to be § 26C-81(3), § 26- 
450(h) to be § 26C-450Ci), § 26C-91(b)2 to be § 26C-91(2), § 26C-450(h) to be § 26C-450(i), § 26C-lll(e) 
to be § 26C-lll(c)3 and § 26450(h) to be § 26-450(i); amends Ord. 4161 by dianging références to § 20- 

57(a) and (dX4) to be § 20-87(a) and (d)(4), § 20-57(f) to be § 20-87(f) and § 20-57.1 to be 20-87-1; amends ^^ 

Qiti. 4161 by changing text of § 25-58.1(r) from $724-00 to be $754-00; amends Ord. 4161 by changing ^A 

références to Art XX to be Art X; amends Ord. 4161, § 7 fee of $724.00 to read $754.00, zoning (13, ^^ 

25,28) 

4477 Adds subsection 37 to § V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4478 Adds § 1-11, public funds and contracts (1) 

4479 Rezone (Sp«àal) 

4480 Extends a temporary subdivision moratorium (Rq)ealed by 4568) 

4481 Repeals subsection 173 and adds subsection 277 to § Vn of Ord. 2300, no paiidng zones (Not codified) 

4482 Repeals subsection 20 and adds subsection 38 and 89 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4483 Issuance of building permits for tiie Windsor spécifie plan (Spécial) 

4484 Rezone (Spécial) 

4485 Rezone (Spécial) 

4486 Adds subsection 278 to § Vil of Ord. 2300, no paridng zones (Not codified) 

4487 Repeals subsection 143 and adds subsection 39 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4488 Adds § 26-3.1 and amends § 26-3, zoning (Repealed by 4527) 

4489 Rezone (Spécial) 

4490 Rezone (Spécial) 

4491 Rezone (Spécial) 

4492 Rezone (Spécial) 

4493 Adds subsection 72 to § IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4494 Repeals subsections 5, 73 and 92 of§ VI and adds subsection 90 to§vn; 18to§IX; 147 to § VI and 81 
to § VU of Ord, 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4495 Amaids §§ 25-52(d); adds new § 25-52(h) and renumbers old § 25-52(h) to be 25-52(i), subdivisions (25) 

4496 Adds subsection 149 to § VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4497 Adds subsection 145 to § VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4498 Rezone (Spécial) 
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4499 Extends temporary subdivision moratoiium (Spécial) 

4500 Issuance of building permits for the Windsor spécifie plan (Spécial) 

4501 Rezone (Spécial) 

4502 Rezone (Spécial) 

4503 Rezone (Spécial) 

4504 Adds subsection 148 to § VT and subsection 19 to § IX of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4505 Amends §§ 26-300.1, 26-300.2 and 26-300.3, zoning (Not codified) 

4506 Amends §§ 26-304.2, 26-304.3 and 26-304, zoning (Not codified) 

4507 Amends §§ 26-305.1, 26-305.2 and 26-305.3, zoning (Not codified) 

4508 Drainage development fées for Windsor spécifie plan (Spécial) 

4509 Issuance of building permits for the Windsor spécifie plan (Spécial) 

4510 Amends § 26-301.7, zoning (Not codified) 

451 1 Adds subsection 279 to § VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Not codified) 

4512 Repeals subsection 84 and adds subsection 92 to § Vn of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4513 Adds subsections 280 and 281 to § VII to Ord. 2300, no paiidng zones (Not codified) 

4514 Rezone (Spécial) 

4515 Repeals subsection 35 of § VIQ and adds subsections 150 to § VI and 91 to § VII of Ord. 664, speed limits 
(Not codified) 

4516 Rezone (Spécial) 

4517 Amends §§ 26-301.8 and 26-301.11, zoning (Not codified) 

4518 Rezone (Spécial) 

4519 Rezone (Spécial) 

4520 Adds § 19-23, AIDS discrimination (19) 

4521 Repeals subsections 14 and 15 ft-om § IV; adds subsections 21 to § IX and 151 and 152 to § VI to Ord. 
664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4522 Repeals subsection 1 and adds subsection 20 to § IX; adds subsection 82 to § VIII of Ord. 664, speed limits 

(Not codified) 

4523 Adds Art III, §§ 30.30—30.34 to Ch. 30, control of Western Grapeleaf Skeletonizer (30) 

4524 Rezone (Spécial) 

4525 Rezone (Spécial) 

4526 Rezone (Spécial) 

4527 Adds § 26-3.1 and amends § 26-3, zoning; repeals Ord. 4488 (Not codified) 

4528 Rezone (Spécial) 

4529 Amends §§ 26-9 and 26-1 l(k); reletters §§ 26-110) and (m) to be (n) and (m) and adds new § 26-11(1); 
amends § 26-1 8(c); reletters §§ 26-18(d) and (e) to be (e) and (f) and adds new § 26-18(d); amends § 26- 
27(o); reletters § 26-27(p) to be (q) and adds new § 26-27(p); amends § 26-199(p); adds § 26-199(t); amends 
§ 26-235(h)(5); reletters § 26-235(h)(6) to be (h)(7) and adds new § 26-235(h)(6); amends § 26-239(h)(5); 
reletters § 26-239(h)(6) to be (h)(7) and adds new § 26-239(h)(6); amends § 26-243(h)(5); reletters § 26- 
243(h)(6) to be (h)(7) and adds new § 26-243(h)(6); amends §§ 26-255(m)(4) and 26-258(m) (4); adds § 
26-258(m)(5), zoning (Not codified) 

4530 Adds subsection 83 to § Vm and subsection 41 to § V to Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4531 Public Works fee schedule (Not codified) 

4532 Temporaxily suspends §§ 26-36(m), 26-235(i)(7), 26-239(i)(7), 26-243(i)(7), 26-255(y), 26-258(x) and 26- 
263(s), zoning (Spécial) 

4533 Amends subsection (a) of § 7-13, building permit fées (7) 

4534 Planning department fées (Not codified) 

4535 Trip réduction (Repealed by 5051) 

4536 Sewer service charges; tax roU for 1992-93; exemptions from Califomia Environmental Quality Act 
(Spécial) 
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4537 Sewer service charges; tax roll for 1992-93; exemptions j&rom Califomia Envîronmentai Quality Act 
(Spécial) 

4538 Sewer service charges; tax roll for 1992-93; exemptions from Califomia Environmental Quality Act 
(Spécial) 

4539 Sewer service charges; tax roll for 1992-93; exemptions from Califomia Environmental Quality Act 
(Spécial) 

4540 Sewer service charges; tax roll for 1992-93; exemptions firom Califomia Envirormiental Quality Act 
(Spécial) 

4541 Loan repayment and service charges (Spécial) 

4542 Loan repayment and service charges (Spécial) 

4543 Lxjan repayment and service charges (Spécial) 

4544 Water System plan checking and inspection (Not codified) 

4545 Sewer permit and plan checking fées (Not codifîed) 

4546 Rezone (Spécial) 

4547 Rezone (Spécial) 

4548 Repeats subsection 19 and 46 of § VU and adds subsection 84 to § VIU of Qrd. 664, speed limits (Not 
codified) 

4549 Adds subsection 40 to § V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4550 Adds § 32 to Qrd. 3709, connection fées (Spécial) 

4551 Loan repayment and service charges (Spécial) 

4552 Amends Ch. 29, storage of hazardous substances (29) 

4553 Adds subsections 285-290 to § VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Not codified) 

4554 Adds subsection 284 to § VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Not codified) 

4555 Rezone (Spécial) 

4556 Temporarily suspends §§ 26-36(m), 26-235(i)(7), 26-239(i)(7), 26-243(i)(7), 26-255(y), 26-258(x) and 26- 
263(s), zoning (Spécial) 

4557 Rezone (Spécial) 

4558 Rezone (Spécial) 

4559 Rezone (Spécial) 

4560 Amends §§ 7-5(c) and 7-13, building régulations (7) 

4561 Rezone (Spécial) 

4562 Rezone (Spécial) 

4563 Transit fares; repeals Ord. 3276 (Repealed by 4700) 

4564 Amends § 2-111, presentence report and probation supervision fées (2) 

4565 Mobilehome program administration fées (Not codified) 

4566 Rezone (Spécial) 

4567 Amends ArL XEX of ChJZ, mobilehome park space rent (2) 

4568 Urgency ordinance that adds § 26-3 J2 and amends § 26-3; repeals Ord. 4480, zoning (Spécial) 

4569 Amends Art. IH of Ch. 12, transient occupancy tax (12) 

4570 Amends § 26-210.5, zoning (Not codified) 

4571 Repeals Ord. 4354 (Repealer) 

4572 Amends §§ 22-1 and 22-21, refuse (22) 

4573 Amends ArL II of Ch. 19A, fireanns (19 A) 

4574 Amends § 22.7A, refiise (22) 

4575 Adds Art VI, §§ 4-91 — 4-94, to Ch. 4, disturbing the peace (4) 

4576 Amends § 30.6, weighing and measuring device registration fées (30) 

4577 Sheriff s department fées (Not codified) 

4578 Adds subsections 292 and 293 to §§ Vn of 2300, no parking zones (Not codified) 

4579 Adds subsection 42 to § V and subsection 73 to § IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) ^j^ 
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4580 Repeals subsection 1 7 of § IX and adds subsection 85 to § VIII of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

458 1 Adds § 26-3.2 and amends § 26-3, zoning; repeals Ord. 4480 (Not codified) 

4582 Repeals subsection 10 and adds subsection 22 to § IX of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4583 Rezone (Spécial) 

4584 Adds subsection 93 to § VII of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4585 Amends Art. VI of Ch. 4, amusements (4) 

4586 Rezone (Spécial) 

4587 Planning department fées (Not codified) 

4588 Renumbers Ords. 4660—4670 to be 4560^570 

4589 Temporary moratorium on the development of wells (Spécial) 

4590 Retirement service crédit (Not codified) 

4591 Amends § 5-45, dog license (5) 

4592 Repeals subsection 88 of § VII and adds subsection 74 to § IV of Ord. 664, speed Ibnits (Not codified) 

4593 Rezone (Spécial) 

4594 Amends § 22-7(a), refuse (22) 

4595 Cost of living adjustments in retirement allowances (Spécial) 

4596 Adds §§ 26-44(k) and (1), 26-45(k) and (1), 26-46(i), 26-52(k) and (1), 26-53(k), 26-60(k) and (1), 
26-61(1) and 26-60(k); reletters § 26-54(i) to be (j) and adds new § 26-54(i); reletters 26-54(j) to be 
(k); amends §§ 26-9, 26-45(a), 26-46(a), 26-53(a), 26-54(a), 26-61 (a), 26-62(a) and (d), zoning 
(Not codified) 

4597 Rezone (Spécial) 

4598 Rezone (Spécial) 

4599 Rezone (Spécial) 

4600 Rezone (Spécial) 

4601 Adds subsection 294 to § VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Not codified) 

4602 Rezone (Spécial) 

4603 Adds subsection 154 to § VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4604 Repeals subsection 2 1 of § VIII and adds subsection 136 to § VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4605 Adds subsection 153 to § VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

4606 Amends Ord. 4585, amusements (4) 

4607 Adds § 2-3, hours of county officers (2) 

4608 Adds subsection 298 to § VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Not codified) 
4609R Civil service divisions (21) 

461 Adds subsections 295, 296, 297 and 299 to § VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Not codified) 

46 1 1 Public officer service compatibility for Burbank Housing Development Corporation (Spécial) 

4612 Ground lease with McMahon Oliphant Properties (Spécial) 

4613 Rezone (Spécial) 

4614 Adds § 26-3.2 and amends § 26-3, zoning (Not codified) 

46 1 5 Rezone (Spécial) 

46 1 6 Amends § 26-20 1 .6, zoning (Not codified) 

4618 Adds §§ 1-7.1 and 1-7.2; amends § 7-21, building régulations; amends § 26-212, zoning (7) 

4619 Amends § 26-210.5(1) and adds subsection (k), zoning (Not codified) 
4625 Adds Art. XXII to Ch. 2, §§ 2-32 1—2-326, human rights commission (2) 

4628 Amends §§ 10-7 and 10-8(3), civil défense and disaster (10) 

4629 Adds Art. V to Ch. 24, §§ 24-56—24-58, sewers and sewage disposai (24) 
4643 Zoning ordinance (Repealed by 5569) 

4647 Amends Art. XVII §§ 2- 1 70—2- 1 72, leasing real property; repeals Ord. 2966 (2) 

4653 Renumbers § 5-5 to be 5-6 and adds new § 5-5; amends §§ 5-6, 5-43, 5-48, 5-6 1 , 5-70—5-80, 5- 
121, 5-130, 5-135(b); changes Title of Art. Vil; amends §§ 26-9, 26-20(i)(7), 26-30(i)(7), 26- 
40(i)(7), 26-50(x), 26-60(w), 26-80(r), 26-90(m), pet fancier facility (5.26) 

4654 Adds §§ 2-58 and 2-59 and amends §§ 2-52—2-57, purchasing division (2) 
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4663 Amends § 30.6, weighing and measuring device fées (30) 

4664 Amends § 7-13, building permit fées (7) 

4690 Amends § J 2- 1 1 , transient occupancy tax ( 1 2) 

469 1 Parking restrictions on Riverside Drive (Spécial) 

4692 Parking restrictions on Arnold Drive (Spécial) 

4693 Rezone (Spécial) 

4694 Rezone (Spécial) 

4695 Rezone (Spécial) 

4696 Rezone (Spécial) 

4697 Rezone (Spécial) 

4698 Authorizes fee for removing dead body (Not codified) 

4699 Miscellaneous sherifPs department fées (Not codified) 

4700 County transit fées; repeals Ord. 4563 (Repealed by 4885) 

470 1 Parking restrictions on River Road (Spécial) 

4702 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4703 Adds Art. IV to Ch. 14, §§ 14-100 — 14-104, nondiagnostic gênerai health assessment program 
pennits (14) 

4704 Adds subsections (j) to § 14-4 and (f) to 14-4. 1 ; reletters old subsections (f) — (i) of § 14-4. 1 to be 
(g) — (j), public pool peranits (14) 

4705 Rezone (Spécial) 

4706 Parking restrictions on Skylane Blvd (Spécial) 

4707 Parking restrictions on South Fitch Mountain Road (Spécial) 

4708 Rezone (Spécial) 

4709 Speed limits (Not codified) 

47 1 Authorizes fee for ambulance dispatch services (Not codified) 

47 1 1 Fee increases for certain services (Not codified) 

4712 Amends fee schedule for applications (Not codified) 

47 1 3 Amends § 8-28, cable TV license fee (8) 

47 1 4 Amends water use charges (Not codified) 

4715 Rezone (Spécial) 

47 1 6 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4717 Repeals and replaces § 18-1, traffic ( 1 8) 

4718 Rezone (Spécial) 

47 1 9 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4720 Speed limits (Not codified) 

472 ] Parking restrictions on Arnold Drive (Not codified) 

4722 Rezone (Spécial) 

4723 Amends §§ 26-9, 26-20(i)(l), 26-30(i)(l), 26-40(i)(l), 26-50(c), 26-60(c) and 26-80(n), zoning (26) 

4724 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4725 Parking restrictions on Goodman Avenue (Not codified) 

4726 Rezone (Spécial) 

4727 Rezone (Spécial) 

4728 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4729 Benefit assessment for fire suppression services (Spécial) 

4730 Parking restrictions on Burbank Avenue (Not codified) 

473 1 Parking restrictions on Raiiroad Avenue (Not codified) 

4732 Rezone (Spécial) 
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4733 Amends §§ 2-190 — ^2-212, mobiiehome paik space rent stabîlization (2) 

4734 Amends Qrd. 4565, mobilehone program admimstradon fées (Not codified) 

4735 Rezone (Spécial) 

4736 Rezone (Spécial) 

4737 Rezone (Spécial) 

4738 Rezone (Spécial) 

4739 Rezone (Spécial) 

4740 Rezone (Spécial) 

4741 Rezone (Spécial) 

4742 Rezone (Spécial) 

4743 Rezone (Spécial) 

4744 Rezone (Spécial) 

4745 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4746 Amenas § 7-7, permit exemptions (7) 

4747 Amends Ait. Il (20) of Ord. 4714, water use charges (Not codified) 

4748 Rezone (Spécial) 

4749 Renombers §§ 19-13 — 19-23 to be §§ 19-30—19-40; and adds new § 19-13, material hannfiil to minore 
(19) 

4750 Rezone (Spécial) 

4751 Adds §§ 7-11.5, 7-13(a)(12) and (13) and 13-2; amends §§ 7-3, 7-13(aXll), 13-6, 13-11, Art. IV §§ 13-15 
and 13-16, Art. V §§ 13-21—13-63, Art. VH §§ 13-71—13-76 and 13-81; leadopts Art. X § 13-91, building 
and fire code (7, 13) 

4752 Amends Ch. 32, §§ 32.1—32.16, smoking (32) 

4753 Amends § 2-33.11, consolidation of offices (2) 

4754 Rezone (Spécial) 

4755 Amends § 30-^, weighing and measuiing devices (30) 

4756 Urgency Oïd. adds §§ 26-440g [26-88-010] and 26C-450J; amends §§ 26-9 126-02-140], 26-20—26-90 [26- 
04-010, 26-06-010, 26O8-010, 26-10-010, 26-12-010, 26-14-010, 26-16-010, 26-18-010], 26C-18, 26C-21, 
26C-71, 26C-81, 26C-111, 26C-121, zoning (Expiied) 

4757 Rezcme (Spécial) 

4758 Rezone (Spécial) 

4759 Rezone (Spécial) 

4760 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4761 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4762 Paridng restrictions on Siesta Way (Not codified) 

4763 Tonpoiary moiatarium on enforcement of smoking ordinance (Spécial) 

4764 Parking restrictions on Old Redwood Highway (Not codified) 

4765 Adds Art El, §§ 22-24—22-27; amends §§ 22-1, 22-7 and 22-20, refuse (22) 

4766 Rezone (Spécial) 

4767 Rezone (Spécial) 

4768 Annoal fee ordinance (Spécial) 

4769 Revised fee schedule ^q)ealed by 4862) 

4770 Renumbers § 7-13(a)(6)--(13) to be (8>— (15), amends § 7-13(a)(l)— (5) and adds new subsections (6) and 
(7), building régulations (7) 

4771 Amends Ord. 2831, § 1, plan cheddng and construction inspection fées (Rq)ealed by 4862) 

4772 1994-95 encroachment fées (Rqpealed by 4862) 

4773 Urgency ordinance amending §§ 26-9, 26C-18, 26-20, 26-30, 2640, 26-50, 26-60, 26-70, 26-80, 26-90, 
26C-21, 26C-31, 26C-71, 26C-81, 26C-111, 26C-121, 26440, 26C450J, zoning (Not codified) 
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4774 Adds Art XL-A §§ 26402—26405; amends §§ 26-5 [26-02-100] and 26422 [26-84-030], zoning (26) 

4775 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4776 Paridng restrictions on Faaght Road (Not codified) 

4777 Amaids§§25-58(r)(l),20-65(a),25-58.1(r)(l) and 20-66(a),paik initiation fées (20,25) 

4778 Amends Ch. 29, hazaidoos substances (29) 

4779 Amends Qrd. 2300, païking restiictions on certain coimty highways (Not codified) 

4780 Sewer service fées and diarges (Spécial) 

4781 Amends §§ l-71(d),26-9 [26-02-020], 26-21(n)(9) [26-04-020], 26-31(n)(12) [26-064)20], 2641(n)(12) [26- 
08-020], 26-51(11) [26-10-020], 26-81(r) [26-16-020], 26-92(m), 26-91(m) [26-18-020], 26-446(a), 26- 
446(b)(l), (13); rennmbers § 26446(bX21) to be (22), adds new (21); reletîMs (d) to be (c) and amends 
(cX2), (3); reletters (e) to be (d) and amends (d) [26-88-060], zcming (26) 

4782 Amends § 5-6; renranbets §§ 542 to be 540, 5-40 to be 541, 541 to be 542, amends §§ 540—543; 
rennmbers §§ 5-60 to be 5-61, 5-61—5-65 to be 5-62—5-66, and adds new § 5-60; amends §§ 5-70, 5-90 
and 5-100; renumbers §§ 5-114 to be 5-115, 5-115 to be 5-117, 5-116 to be 5-118, 5-117—5-119 to be 5- 
119_5-121, 5-120 to be 5-122, 5-121—5-124 to be 5-123—5-126, adds new §§ 5-114 and 5-116, amrads 
5.115_5.122; amends §§ 5-130, 5-140, 5-150, 5-172 and 20-8, animais (5, 20) 

4783 Sewer sovice fées and charges (Spécial) 

4784 Sewer service fées and charges (Spécial) 

4785 Sewer service fées and charges (Spécial) 

4786 Sewer service fées and charges (Spécial) 

4787 Amends Ord. 4023, water System charges (Spécial) 

4788 Amends Qrd. 4024, water System charges (Spécial) 

4789 Amends Ord. 4025, water System charges (Spécial) 

4790 Amends Ord. 4026, water System charges (Spécial) 

4791 Amrads Qrd. 2300; païking restrictions on cotain cornity highways (Not codified) 

4792 Rezone (Spécial) 

4793 Rezone (Spécial) 

4794 Rezone (Spécial) 

4795 Païking zone for the handic^pped (Not codified) 

4796 Amends § 2-27; lepeals §§ 2-32 and 2-33.12, load commissioner (2) 

4797 Païking restrictions cm Ursuline Road (Not codified) 

4798 Rezone (Spedal) 

4799 SherifTs d^artment fées for services (Spécial) 

4800 Rezone (Spécial) 

4801 Rezone (Spécial) 

4802 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4803 Amends §§ 11-1, 114, 11-5 and 11-16, drainage and flood control (11) 

4804 Rezone (Spécial) 

4805 Rezone (Spécial) 

4806 Rezone (Spécial) 

4807 Rezone (Spécial) 

4808 Rezone (Spécial) 

4809 Rezone (Spécial) 

4810 AmCTds §§ 22-1 and 22-7 A, refuse (22) 

4811 Amends §§ 2-193(d) and 2-194(b), administration (2) 

4812 Païking restrictions (Spécial) 

4813 Païking restrictions (Spécial) 

4814 Païking restrictions (Spécial) 
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4815 Amends prior code §§ 26-490—26-490.1, zoning (26) 

4816 Amends prior code §§ 26-494—26-494.9, zoning (26) 

4817 Amends prior code §§ 26495—26-495.9, zoning (26) 

4818 Amends prior code §§ 26-491—26491.9, zoning (26) 

4819 Rezone (Spécial) 

4820 Rezone (Spedal) 

4821 Water conservation in Graton Zone (Spécial) 

4822 Paridng restrictions (Spécial) 

4823 Amends ground lease and médical office lease with McMahon/Oliphant propeities (Spécial) 

4824 Rezone (Spécial) 

4825 Rezone (Spécial) 

4826 Rezone (Spécial) 

4827 Rezone (Spécial) 

4828 Amends §§ 26-80-005, 26-80-010 and 26-80-020, zoning (26) 

4829 Urgency oïdinance amending §§ 26-02-140, 26-04-020, 26-06-020, 26-08-020, 26-10-020, 26-12-020, 26-16- 
020, 26-18-020, 26-20-020, 26-22-020, 26-24-020, 26-26-040, 26-28-020, 26-30-020, 26-32-020, 26-34-020, 
26-36-020, 2640-020, 2642-020, 2644-010, 2646-020, 2648-020, 26-50-020, 26-52-040, zoning 
(Repealed by 4973) 

4830 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4831 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4832 Rezone (Spécial) 

4833 Amends §§ 15-22, 15-23, 15-33 and 15-33(p), highways, roads and bridges (15) 

4834 Urgency ordinance amending §§ 2602-140, 26-04-020, 26-06-020, 26-08-020, 26-10-020, 26-12-020, 26-16- 
020, 26-18-020, 26-20-020, 26-22-020, 26-24-020, 26-26-040, 26-28-020, 26-30-020, 26-32-020, 26-34-020, 
26-36-020, 2640-020, 2642-020, 26-44-010, 2646-020, 2648-020, 26-50-020, 26-52-040, zoning 
(Repealed by 4973) 

4835 Amends redeveiopment plan (Spécial) 

4836 Amends redeveiopment plan (Spécial) 

4837 Repeals subsection (h) of § 26-20-030 and reletters (i) to be (h); repeals subsection (h) of 26-22-030 and 
reletters (i), (j) and (k) to be (h), (i) and (j). zoning (26) 

4838 Rezone (Spécial) 

4839 Amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-20-030(a), 26-22-030(a), 26-24-030(a), 26-26-060(a), 26-88-010(k), 26-88-120, 
zoning (26) 

4840 Rezone (Spécial) 

4841 Rezone (Spécial) 

4842 Deletes certain parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4843 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4844 Amends § 1-7.1, gênerai provisions (1) 

4845 Urgency ordinance waiving certain fées for reconstruction, restoration or repair of storm-related damage 
of property (Spécial) 

4846 Rezone (Spécial) 

4847 Rezone (Spécial) 

4848 Rezone (Spécial) 

4849 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4850 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4851 Adds Ch. 2, Art XXIII, §§ 2-350—2-357, informai bidding procédures (2) 

4852 Amends § 7B-1, flood damage prévention (7B) 

4853 Handicapped parking designated (Spécial) 
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4854 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4855 Rezone (Spécial) 

4856 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4857 Speed limits QSÎot codified) 

4858 Rezone (Spécial) 

4859 Amends Ch. 2, Art. m, §§ 2-34 — ^2-42, assessment appeals board and hearing officers (2) 

4860 Rezone (Spécial) 

4861 Urgency ordinance amending §§ 26-9, 26-20, 26-30, 26-40, 26-50, 26-60, 26-70, 26-80, 26-90, 26-440(g), 
26^50(3), 26C-18, 26C-21, 26C-31, 26C-71, 26C-81, 26C-111 and 26C-121, zoning (Expired) 

4862 Amends Ch. 7 and §§ 7-5(c) and 7-13(a)(7), building régulations; amends fee schedule; repeals Ords. 283 1 . 
4769, 4771 and 4772 (7) 

4863 Sewer fées (Not codified) 

4864 Amends §§ 20-65(a), 20-66(a), 25-58(r)(l) and 25-58.1(r)(l), parks and récréation and subdivisions (20. 
25) 

4865 Amends Ord. 4023, water System charges (Spécial) 

4866 Amends Ord. 4024, water System charges (Spécial) 

4867 Amends Ord. 4025, water System charges (Spécial) 

4868 Am^ids Ord. 4026, water System charges (Spécial) 

4869 Moratorium on subdivision applications (Expired) 

4870 Urgency ordinance ^plying SR combining district régulations to Sonoma mountain aréa (Expired) 

4871 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4872 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4873 Extends urgency ordinance 4861, zoning amendmOTts (Not codified) ^1^ 

4874 Rezone (Spécial) ^B 

4875 Rezone (Spécial) ^^ 

4876 Adds subsection (h) and amends Figure A of § 26-84-030; amends § 26-84-020, zoning (26) 

4877 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4878 Rezone (Spécial) 

4879 Rezone (Spécial) 

4880 Speed limits (Not codified) 

4881 Extends Ord. 4845, fee waiver for repair of storm-related damage of property (Spécial) 

4882 Extends temporary subdivision moratorium (Expired) 

4883 Urgency ordinance applying SR combining district régulations to Sonoma mountain area (Spécial) 

4884 SherifTs department service fées (Not codified) 

4885 County transit fées; repeals Ord. 4885 (Not codified) 

4886 Urgency ordinance providing for and regularing weight upon and over bridge no. 20C-503 (Spécial) 

4887 Amends §§ 7B-1, 7B-3, 7B-4.5,7B-6, 7B-7, 7B-10(b)(3), 7B-11 and 7B- 13, flood damage prévention (7B) 

4888 Adds subsections 358 and 359 to Ord. 2300, § Vn, parking restrictions on certain county highways 
(Spécial) 

4889 Urgency ordinance amending Ord. 4881, fee waiver for repair of storm-related damage of property (Spécial) 

4890 Urgency ordinance amending Ord. 664, speed limits on certain county highways (Spécial) 

4891 Authorizes lease of county property (Spécial) 

4892 Rezone (Spécial) 

4893 Rezone (Spécial) 

4894 Rezone (Spécial) 

4895 Rezone (Spécial) 

4896 Rezone (Spécial) 

4897 Rezone (Spécial) 

4898 Rezone (Spécial) 
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4899 Urgency ordinance amending § § 25-02- 1 40, 26-04-020(n)(6), (7), 26-06-020(n)(9), ( 1 0), 26-08-020(n)(9), ( 1 0), 
26-10-020(w), (aa), 26-12-020(g), (u), 26-16-020 (n), (u), 26-18-020(j), 26-20-020(g), 26-22-020(g), 26-24- 
020(g), 26-26-040(f), 26-28-020(f), 26-30-020(j), 26-32-020(k), 26-34-020(u), 26-36-020(u), 26-40-020(j), 26- 
42-020(m), 26-44-0 1 0(m), 26-46-020(1), 26-48-020(1), 26-50-020(k) and 26-52-040(f); reletters and replaces §§ 
26- 1 8-020(r) to be (s), 26-20-020(m) to be (n), 26-22-020(u) to be (n), 26-24-020(n) to be (o), 26-26-040(j) to 
be (k), 26-28-020(n) to be (o), 26-30-020(s) to be (t), 26-32-020(t) to be (w), 26-34-020(dd) to be (ee), 26-36- 
020(dd) to be (ee), 26-40-020(r) to be (s), 26-42-020(w) to be (x), 26-44-0 IO(p) to be (q), 26-46-020(t) to be 
(w), 26-48-020(s) to be (t), 26-50-020(v) to be (w) and 26-52-040(1) to be (m), zoning (Repealed by 4973) 

4900 Rezone (Spécial) 

4901 Rezone (Spécial) 

4902 Adds subsection 362 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions on Aqua Caliente Road (Spécial) 

4903 Adds subsection 361 to Ord. 2300, § VU, parking restrictions on West Soda Rock Lane (Spécial) 

4904 Adds subsection 360 to Ord. 2300, § VU, parking restrictions on Magnolia Drive (Spécial) 

4905 Amends Ch. 1 3, fire protection (13) 

4906 Amends § l-7.1(b)[c], Ch. 7, §§ 7A-26(a), 7A-3 1, 7A-33, 7A-34(a), 24-31, 24-31.5, 24-33, 24-34, 24-38, 24- 
56, 24-58, 25-5, 25-7, 25B-2, 25B-8(a), 25B-ll(a), 25B-12(b) and 26-02-140, teclinical codes and zoning(l, 
7A, 24, 25, 25B, 26) 

4907 Rezone (Spécial) 

4908 Adopts unused slck leave crédit as additlonal service crédit at retirement (Spécial) 

4909 Adds § 1-7.3; amends § 26-92-040; repeals §§ 26-92-240 and 26C-479.2 [ ], zoning (1, 26) 

49 10 Renumbers and amends §§5-1 41—5-1 54 to be 5- 1 42— 5-1 55 and adds new § 5-14 1 ; amends § 5-20, animais (5) 

4911 Rezone (Spécial) 

4912 Rezone (Spécial) 

49 1 3 Adds subsection 363 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions on Faught Road (Spécial) 

4914 Rezone (Spécial) 

4915 Adds subsection 12 to Ord. 2300 § IX, parking restrictions on Fulton Road (Spécial) 

4916 Rezone (Spécial) 

4917 Rezone (Spécial) 

4918 Rezone (Spécial) 

49 19 Amends Ch. 2, Art. 1 9, mobilehome park space rent stabllization (2) 

4920 Rezone (Spécial) 

4921 Adds subsection 365 to Ord. 2300, § VU, parking restrictions on Airport Boulevard (Spécial) 

4922 Adds subsections 366 — 370 to § VU and subsections 13 to § IX and 3, 4 to § XI of Ord. 2300, parking restric- 
tions on Airport Blvd.; repeals subsections 1 19 and 128 of § VII and subsections 6 of § IX and 15 of § X of 
Ord.' 2300 (Spécial) 

4923 Désignâtes handlcapped parking zone (Spécial) 

4924 Rezone (Spécial) 

4925 Adopts rétrospective cost of living adjustments for retirement allowances (Spécial) 

4926 (Pendlng) 

4927 Adds §§ 26C-73(b)(5) and (6), 26C-83(b)(5) and (6), 26C-1 13(b)(6) and (7) and 26-20-030(0(8); amends §§ 
26-04-030(0(5), (6) and (8), 26-06-030(0(5)(6) and (8), 26-08-030(0(5)(6) and (8), 26-10-030(0(5), (6) and 
(8), 26-12-030(0(5), (6) and (8), 26-14-030(0(8) [(d)], 25-16-030(0(5), (6) and (8), 26-1 8-030(0(5), (6), (8) 
and (g)(l), 26-20-030(0(4), (5), (7) and (8), 26C-123(c)(5)-(7), 26C-133(b)(l), (4), (5) and (7), zoning (26, 
26C) 

4928 Rezone (Spécial) 

4929 Rezone (Spécial) 

4930 Rezone (Spécial) 

493 1 Rezone (Spécial) 

4932 Adds subsection 371 to Ord. 2300, § VU, parking restrictions on Monte Crlsto Avenue (Spécial) 

4933 Amends § 1-1, gênerai provisions (1) 
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4934 Adds subsections 372—375 to § VII and 30 to § X of Ord. 2300, parking restrictions on Westshore Road; re- 
peals subsections 215 and 224 of § VII, 5 of § VIII and 23 of § X of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

4935 Amends § 26-92- 1 60(a)[26.88.060], zoning (Repealedby 5429) 

4936 Rezone (Spécial) 

4937 Rezone (Spécial) 

4938 Rezone (Spécial) 

4939 Provides method for detennining annual assessments for the maintenance of street lights for CSA No. 4 1 zone 
of benefit, abport business center street lighting (Spécial) 

4940 Rezone (Spécial) 

4941 Amends § 7-13(a)(5), building régulations (7) 

4942 Amends §§ 20-65(a), 20-66(a), 25-58(k)(l), 25-58. l(k), 25-58(r)(l) and 25-58. l(r)(l), park fées (20, 25) 

4943 Amends Ord. 4023, water System (Spécial) 

4944 Amends Ord. 4024, water system (Spécial) 

4945 Amends Ord. 4025, water system (Spécial) 

4946 Amends Ord. 4026, water system (Spécial) 

4947 Amends § 30-6, agriculture (30) 

4948 Rezone (Spécial) 

4949 Extends Urgency Ord. 4882, temporary subdivision moratorium within the Bennett Valley area plan boundary 
(Expired) 

4950 (Spécial) 

4951 Establishes a benefit assessment for fire suppression services within zone FS-Dry Creek of County Service 
Area No. 40 (Spécial) 

4952 Rezone (Spécial) 

4953 Rezone (Spécial) ^^ 

4954 Rezone (Spécial) ^H 

4955 (Pending) ^^ 

4956 Adds subsection 377 to Ord. 2300, § VTI, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4957 Adds subsection 376 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4958 Adds subsections 378 — 386 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4959 Adds § 7-13(a)(13), renumbers §§ 7-13(a)(13) and (14) as (14) and (15) and amends § 7-]3(a)(14), building 
régulations; adds § 13-1 7(b)(36),renumbers§§ 13-17(b)(36)-(43)as(37)-(44)andamends§§ 13-17(b)(ll) 
and (37) and 13-63, fire protection (7, 13) 

4960 Establishes fées for various services provided by the sheriff s department (Spécial) 

496 1 Amends §§ 26-98-020 and 26-98-030, zoning (26) 

4962 Adds subsections 13-25 to § XV, deletes §§ 75, 76, 79, 104, 105, 269, 320-322, 344-350 from § VII and § 1 
from § XV, Ord. 2300, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4963 • Adds subsections 26-29 to § XV and deletes §§33 1-336, 358 and 359 from § VII, Ord. 2300, parking restric- 

tions (Spécial) 

4964 (Spécial) 

4965 Add subsections 30-33 to Ord. 2300, § XV, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4966 Rezone (Spécial) 

4967 Rezone (Spécial) 

4968 Régulâtes closing of certain county highways to commercial vehicles exceeding a gross weight of fourteen 
thousand pounds (Spécial) 

4969 Rezone (Spécial) 

4970 Rezone (Spécial) 

4971 Rezone (Spécial) 
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4972 Rezone (Spécial) 

4973 Adds §§ 26-64-040 and 26-88-130 and amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-04-010, 26-04-020, 26-04-030, 26-06-010, 
26-06-020, 26-06-030, 26-08-010, 26-08-020, 26-08-030, 26-10-010, 26-10-020, 26-10-030, 26-12-010, 26- 
12-020, 26-12-030, 26-14-010, 26-14-020, 26-16-010, 26-16-020, 26-16-030, 26-18-010, 26-18-020, 26-18- 
030, 26-20-010, 26-20-020, 26-20-030, 26-22-010, 26-22-020, 26-22-030, 26-24-010, 26-24-020, 26-24-030, 
26-26-030, 26-26-040, 26-26-060, 26-28-010, 26-28-020, 26-28-030, 26-30-010, 26-30-020, 26-30-030, 26- 
32-010, 26-32-020, 26-32-030, 26-34-010, 26-34-020, 26-34-030, 26-36-010, 26-36-020, 26-36-030, 26-38- 
010, 26-38-030, 26-40-010, 26-40-020, 26-42-010, 26-42-020, 26-42-030, 26-44-010, 26-44-020, 26-44-030, 
26-46-010, 26-46-020, 26-46-030, 26-48-010, 26-48-020, 26-48-030, 26-50-010, 26-50-020, 26-50-030, 26- 
52-030, 26-52-040, 26-52-050, 26-64-020, 26-64-030, 26-72-010, 26-72-020 and 26-72-030; repeals Ords. 
4829, 4834 and 4899, zoning (26) 

4974 Amends §§ 26C-18, 26C-21, 26C-22, 26C-23, 26C-31, 26C-35, 26C-71, 26C-72, 26C-73, 26C-81, 26C-82, 
26C-83, 26C-91, 26C-92, 26C-94, 26C-11 1, 26C-1 12, 26C-1 13, 26C-121, 26C-122, 26C-123, 26C-131, 26C- 
132, 26C-133, 26C-141, 26C-142, 26C-143, 26C-I73, 26C-174, 26C-176, 26C-181, 26C-182, 26C-183, 26C- 
191, 26C-192, 26C-193, 26C-221, 26C-222, 26C-223, 26C-231, 26C-232, 26C-233, 26C-241, 26C-242, 26C- 
243, 26C-450, coastal zoning (26C) 

4975 Rezone (Spécial) 

4976 Amends § 26-98-040, zoning (Expired) 

4977 Rezone (Spécial) 

4978 Adds subsections 388 and 389 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4979 Extends Ord. 4976 (Expired) 

4980 Amends §§ 26-98-020, 26-98-030 and 26-98-040, zoning (26) 

4981 Adds Article HI to Chapter 1 1 and §§ 7-5(g), 1 1-2.1 and 25-44(q) and amends §§ 7-5(c); amends titles of 
Chapter 11 and Article 1 of Chapter 11, stormwater management (7, 11, 25) 

4982 Rezone (Spécial) 

4983 Rezone (Spécial) 

4984 Establishes charges for water system services and facilities fumished and made available within County 
Service Area No. 41 

4985 Adds §§ 26-64-020(e), 26-66-030(c)(2), 26-88-140 and 26-88-150 and amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-04-010, 
26-06-010, 26-08-010, 26-10-010, 26-12-010, 26-16-010 and 26-18-010 and renumbers §§ 26-66-030(c)(2) 
— (10) as 26-66-030(c)(3) — (11), zoning; adds § 26C-450.1 and 26C-450.2 and amends §§ 26C-18, 26C- 
21(a), 26C-71(b), 26C-81(b), 26C-1110)), 26C-121(b), coastal zoning (26, 26C) 

4986 Rezone (Spécial) 

4987 Adds subsections 390 and 391 to § VII, subsections 13 and 14 to § XIII and deletes subsections 240 and 
241 from § VII and subsections 25 and 26 from § X of Ord. 2300, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4988 Adds subsection 106 to § VII and deletes subsection 15 from § VIII of Ord. 644, speed limits (Spécial) 
4889 Adds subsection 105 to Ord. 644, § VII, speed limits (Spécial) 

4990 Extends Ord. 4976 (Expired) 

4991 Adds Article 67 to Chapter 26 and amends §§ 26-02-100 and 26-02-140, zoning (26) 

4992 Rezone (Spécial) 

4993 Amends salary resolution and Repeals Ord. 4252 (Spécial) 

4994 Adds subsection 7 to Ord. 2300, § XII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

4995 Désignâtes handicapped parking zone (Spécial) 

4996 Deletes subsections 90.6 and 90.61 from Ord. 319, § III, through roads (Spécial) 

4997 Waives permit fées for the élévations of structures damaged by flooding (Expired) 

4998 Deletes subsection 58 from Ord. 664, § IV, speed limits (Spécial) 

4999 Adds subsection 168 to Ord. 664, § VI, speed limits (Spécial) 

5000 Adds subsection 392 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 
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5001 Adds subsection 169 to Ord. 664, § VI, speed limits (Spécial) 

5002 Rezone (Spécial) 
5003R (Pending) 

5004 Adds §§ 24-56, 24-57 and 24-58, sewers and sewage disposai (24) 

5005 Rezone (Spécial) 

5006 Adds subsection 25 to § IX, amends subsection 29 of § VII and deletes subsection 39 from § IX of Ord. 
664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5007 Rezone (Spécial) 

5008 Amends § 7B-1, flood damage prévention (7B) 

5009 Adds §§ 26-88-121, 26-88-122 and 26-98-700 and amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-20-030(a), 26-22-030(a), 26-24- 
030(a), 26-88-120, zoning (26) 

5010 Adds §§26C-131(a)(3), (4) and (5), 26C-455, 26C-456, 26C-457 and 26C-458 and amends § 26C-18, coastal 
zoning (Not codified) 

5011 Adds subsection 170 to Ord. 664, § VI, speed limits (Spécial) 

5012 Amends §§ 26-98-020, 26-98-030, 26-98-100, 26-98-605, 26-98-610, 26-98-680, 26-98-71026-98-720 and 
26-98-790, zoning (26) 

5013 Amends Article XX of Chapter 2, political campaign contribution and expenditure limits (Repealed by 523 1 ) 

5014 Rezone (Spécial) 

5015 Amends Chapter 29, storage of hazardous substances (29) 

5016 Adds §§ 26-04-010(h)(8), 26-06-020(h)(8), 26-08-0 10(h)(7), 26-10-010(m)(5), 26-12-010(m)(6), 26-16- 
OlO(u), 26-18-010(0), 26-20-010(k) and 26-88-010(q), zoning (26) 

5017 Adopts unused sick leave crédit as additional service crédit at retirement (Spécial) 

5018 Amends §§ 20-65(a), 20-66(a), 25-58(r)(l) and 25-58.1(r)(l), park fées (20, 25) 

5019 Adds subsection 171 to Ord. 664, § VI, speed limits (Spécial) 

5020 Adds subsections 394 and 395 to § VII, subsection 3 1 to § X and deletes subsection 309 from § VII of Ord. 
23(X3, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5021 Adds subsections 34 — 38 to § XV and deletes subsections 64, 66, 90, 135, 174 and 277 from § VII of 
Ord. 2300, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5022 Rezone (Spécial) 

5023 Building and construction fées (Repealed by 5104) 

5024 Adds subsection 396 to Ord. 2300, § VU, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5025 Régulâtes closing of Moorland Avenue to commercial vehicles exceeding a gross weight of fourteen thousand 
(Spécial) 

5026 Adds subsection 397 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5027 Adds subsection 398 to § VII and deletes subsection 389 from § VII of Ord. 2300, parking restrictions 
(Spécial) 

5028 Adds subsection 399 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5029 Rezone (Spécial) 

5030 Rezone (Spécial) 

5031 Rezone (Spécial) 

5032 Rezone (Spécial) 

5033 Adds subsections 400 and 401 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5034 Amends §§ 13-12, appeals, 13-40, names of roads, and 13-42, visibility and legibility of road signs (13) 

5035 Sheriff s department fées for services (Spécial) 

5036 Adds Art. VIII to Ch. 18, procédure for release of impounded vehicles (18) 

5037 Adds Div. 1 1 to Art. 2, Ch. 2, county treasurer (2) 

5038 Amends Exh. A of Ord. 5023, development and land use fées (Repealed by 5104) 

5039 Adds subsection 402 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5040 Adds subsection 8 to Ord. 2300, § VIII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 
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5041 Amends Ord. 4025, water System (Spécial) 

5042 Rezone (Spécial) 

5043 Rezone (Spécial) 

5044 Adds subsections 50 and 51 to § V, subsections 172 and 173 to § VI, and subsection 94 to § VIII 
of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5045 Adds § 2(c)(l) to Ord. 4993, 401(a) Plan (Spécial) 

5046 Amends Ord. 4984, water System service charges (Spécial) 

5047 Adds Art. V to Ch. 14, food and food establishments (14) 

5048 Adds subsections 99, 266, 298, 403, and 404 to Ord. 2300, § VH, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5049 Waives permit fées for élévation of flood-damaged structures (Spécial) 

5050 Rezone (Spécial) 

505 1 Repeals Ord. 4535 (Repealer) 

5052 Adds subsections 405—41 1 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5053 Rezone (Spécial) 

5054 Rezone (Spécial) 

5055 Amends Ord. 4993, salary resolution (Spécial) 

5056 Rezone (Spécial) 

5057 Amends §§ 26A-4(g), 26A-6(S) and 26A-9, surface mining (26A) 

5058 Rezone (Spécial) 

5059 Rezone (Spécial) 

5060 Rezone (Spécial) 

5061 Rezone (Spécial) 

5062 Adds subsections 405 — 41 1 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5063 Rezone (Spécial) 

5064 Rezone (Spécial) 

5065 Rezone (Spécial) 

5066 Amends § 26-88-060(B)(3), zoning (Repealed by 5429) 

5067 Rezone (Spécial) 

5068 Rezone (Spécial) 

5069 Rezone (Spécial) 

5070 Rezone (Spécial) 

507 1 Adds Art. m to Ch. 1 9, miscellaneous offenses (19) 

5072 Rezone (Spécial) 

5073 Rezone (Spécial) 

5074 Rezone (Spécial) 

5075 Adds subsection 412 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5076 Deletes subsection 387 from Ord. 2300, § VH (Spécial) 

5077 Rezone (Spécial) 

5078 Employée retirement allowance adjustments (Spécial) 

5079 Amends § 2-4, qualifications of county auditor (Repealed by 5604) 

5080 Law library filing fées; repeals Ord. 4260 (Not codified) 

5081 Rezone (Spécial) 

5082 Adds § 26-88-1 80; amends § 26-08-030(b), zoning (26) 

5083 Amends § 2-4.5, qualifications of the county treasurer-tax collector (Repealed by 5604) 

5084 Approves Amendment No. 1 to development plan (Spécial) 

5085 Rezone (Spécial) 

5086 Amends §§ 7-13(a)(14) and 13-17(b)(37), amendments to Uniform Building Code and Uniform 
Pire Code (7, 13) 

5087 Adds subsecfion 413 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restricfions (Spécial) 

5088 Amends Ch. 2, Art. XX, campaign contribufion limits (Repealed by 523 1) 

5089 Adds subsections 414, 415 and 416 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 
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5090 Adds subsection 174 to Ord. 664, § VI, speed limits (Spécial) 

5091 Adds subsection 52 to Ord. 664, § V, speed limits (Spécial) 

5092 Adds subsection 53 to Ord. 664, § V, speed limits (Spécial) 

5093 Adds §§ 19-55 and 19-56; amends § 19-54, mobilehome space rental option (19) 

5094 Rezone (Spécial) 

5095 Rezone (Spécial) 

5096 Rezone (Spécial) 

5097 Amends § 1-7, gênerai penalty — continuing violations— violations as nuisances (1) 

5098 Adds subsection 417 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5099 Amends Exh. A of Ord. 5023, development and land use fées (Spécial) 

5100 Adds subsection 418 to Ord. 2300, § Vn, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5101 Amends Art. XDC, Ch. 2, mobilehome park space rent stabilization (2) 

5102 Amends § 7-15, building régulations (7) 

5103 Rezone (Spécial) 

5104 Development and land use fées; repeals Ord. 5023 (Not codifîed) 

5105 Amends §§ 20-65(a), 20-66(a), 25-58(r)(l) and 25-58. l(r)(l), park mitigation fées (20, 25) 

5106 Adds subsection 419 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5107 Adds subsections 26 to § DC and 175 to § VI of Ord. 664, § DC; deletes subsection 30 from Ord. 
664, § DC, speed limit (Spécial) 

5 108 Adds subsection 420 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5 1 09 Weight limit restrictions (Spécial) 

5110 Amends § 19-50, failure to provide rental option notice — misdemeanor/other penalties (19) 

5111 (Pending) 

5112 Rezone (Spécial) 

5113 Adds subsection 108 to § Vn and subsection 95 to § Vin of Ord. 664; deletes subsection 19, ÉÊÊk 
§ Vm of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) ^jJP 

51 14 Adds subsection 27 to Ord. 664, § DC; amends subsection 71 of Ord. 664, § VUI; deletes 
subsection 23 of Ord. 664, § VDI, speed limits (Spécial) 

5115 Sheriff s department fées for services (Spécial) 

5116 Amends Ord. 2668 and Res. 95-0926, salaries (Spécial) 

5117 Adds subsection 96 to Ord. 664, § VDI, speed limits (Spécial) 

5118 Amends § 8- 1 , cable télévision (8) 

5119 Development and land use fées (Not codified) 

5 1 20 Amends § 26-90-040, zoning (26) 

5121 Adds subsection 421 to Ord. 2300, § Vn, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5122 Authorizes excavation license and opérations agreement for portion of county property (Spécial) 

5123 Rezone (Spécial) 

5124 Rezone (Spécial) 

5125 Rezone (Spécial) 

5126 Rezone (Spécial) 

5127 Adds subsection 422 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5128 Rezone (Spécial) 

5129 Rezone (Spécial) 

5130 Amends § 25-17, subdivisions (25) 

5131 Rezone (Spécial) 

5132 Amends §§ 26-64-020, 26-64-050 and 26-90-050, zoning (26) 

5133 Rezone (Spécial) 

5134 Rezone (Spécial) 
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5135 Amends Chs. 26 and 26C, zoning (Not codified) 

5136 Adds Art. XI to Ch. 20, parks and récréation (20) 

5137 Adds § 23-15, ri vers and streams (23) 

5138 Rezone (Spécial) 

5139 Rezone (Spécial) 

5140 Rezone (Spécial) 

5141 Rezone (Spécial) 

5142 Establishes CA children and families first commission (Spécial) 

5143 Vehicle length limit restrictions on Gr-een Valley Road (Spécial) 

5144 Adds subsection 423 to Ord. 2300, § Vn, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5145R Requires voter approval of land uses within expanded Petaluma/Novato community separator (Spécial) 

5146 Establishes prima facie speed limit on HoUand Drive (Spécial) 

5147 Rezone (Spécial) 

5148 Rezone (Spécial) 

5149 Rezone (Spécial) 

5150 Amends § 22-18, refuse (22) 

5151 Amends §§ 4-14 — 4-19, 4-23, amusements; repeals §§ 4-25, 4-26 and 4-28 (4) 

5152 Adds subsection 424 to Ord. 23(X), § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5153 Adjusts in county employées retirement allowances (Spécial) 

5154 Adds § 26-88-190, amends §§ 26-88-010, zoning, and 26C-450.5, coastal zoning (26, 26C) 

5155 Park mitigation fées (20, 25) 

5156 Amends Ord. 4023, water System (Spécial) 

5157 Amends Ord. 4024, water System (Spécial) 

5158 Amends Ord. 4025, water System (Spécial) 

5159 Amends Ord. 4026, water system (Spécial) 

5160 Adds subsection 32 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5161 Weight limit restrictions on Moorland Avenue (Spécial) 

5162 Fee schedules for building inspection services (Not codified) 

5163 Weight limit restrictions on Cleveland Lane (Spécial) 

5164 Deletes subsection from Ord. 23(X), § IX, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5165 Amends in entirety Ch. 26 A, surface mining (26A) 

5166 Amends Ch. 13, fire protection (13) 

5167 Amends Ch. 7, building régulations (7) 

5168 Rezone (Spécial) 

5169 Rezone (Spécial) 

5170 Establishes prima facia speed limit on Canfîeld Road (Spécial) 

5171 Rezone (Spécial) 

5172 Enacts Ch. 30, Art. V, vineyard planting and replanting requirements (Spécial) 

5173 Amends § 28-21, emergency médical response ordinance (28) 

5174 Adds subsection 426 to Ord. 2300, § Vn (Spécial) 

5175 Requirements for developed parcels in ground water contamination zones (Spécial) 

5176 Sheriff s department fées (Spécial) 

5177 Authorizes redevelopment plan (Spécial) 

5178 Amends § 2-44, administration (2-44) 

5179 Amends Ord. 4993, salary resolution (Spécial) 

5180 Amends §§ 2-76, administration, and 26-02-080, zoning (2, 26) 

5181 Amends Ch. 26C, coastal zoning (Not codified) 

5182 Adds subsection 427 to Ord. 2300, § VII (Spécial) 

5183 Adds subsection 428 to Ord. 2300, § VII (Spécial) 

5184 Electrical bicycle use (Spécial) 
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5185 
5186 
5187 
5188 
5189 
5190 
5191 
5193 
5194 
5195 
5196 
5197 
5198 
5199 
5200 
5201 
5202 
5203 

5204 

5205 

5206 

5207R 

5208R 

5209 

5210 

5211 

5212 

5213 

5214 

5215 

5216 

5217 

5218 

5219 

5220 

5221 

5222 

5223 

5224 

5225 

5226 

5227 

5228 

5229 

5230 

5231 

5232 



Establishes prima facie speed limit on Stoetz Lane (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 429 to Ord. 2300, § VII (Spécial) 

Establishes prima facie speed limit on Langner Avenue (Spécial) 

Amends Ord. 5172, vineyard planting and replanting requirements (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 430 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

Establishes prima facie speed limits on segments of Martinelli Road (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 436 to Ord. 2300, § VII, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 432 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 433 to Ord. 2300, § Vil, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Amends § 26A-05-020, surface mining (26A) 

Adds subsection 435 to Ord. 2300, § Vn, parking restrictions (Spécial) 

Amends §§ 7-11.75, building régulations, 25-12.75, subdivision, 26-88-170, zoning, 26C-451.5, coastal 

zoning; repeals and replaces Art. Il, Ch. 30, agriculture (7, 25, 26, 26C, 30) 

Amends §§ 10-1—10-3, 10-5, 10-7, 10-8, Art. II title, 10-20—10-22, 10-26 and 10-27, civil défense and 

disaster; repeals §§ 10-6, 10-22—10-26 (10) 

Amends Ord. 5172, vineyard planting and replanting requirements (Spécial) 

Weight limit restrictions on Oak Meadow Drive (Spécial) 

Transactions and use tax (Spécial) 

Transactions and use tax (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Amends Ord. 3377, Roseland redevelopment plan (Spécial) 

Amends Ord. 3379, Sonoma County redevelopment plan (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 9 to Section Vm of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

Amends §§ 26-98-020, 26-98-030, 26-98-605, 26-98-610 and 26-98-640, zoning (26) 

Urgency ordinance regarding vineyard planting régulations (Spécial) 

Adds Art. V, vineyard érosion and sédiment control, to Ch. 30, agriculture (30) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Adds § 19-14, firearms prohibitions (19) 

Adds subsection 442 to Section VII of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

Adopts rétrospective cost of living adjustment in county employées retirement allowances (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 87 to Section IV of Ord. 664 (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 1 10 to Section VII of Ord. 664 (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 443 to Section VII of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

Amends section 7B-ll(c), manufactured homes (7B) 

Adopts Government Code § 31725.5, change of position in lieu of disability retirement allowance (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 55 to Section V of Ord. 664 (Spécial) 

Adds subsection (e)(10) to § 19-14, firearms prohibitions (19) 

Approves amendment to redevelopment plan for Petaluma Community development project (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Repeals and replaces Ch. 2 Art. XX in its entirety, campaign contribution limits (2) 

Fee schedules to offset costs of providing services relative to processing of development or land-use 

applications or permitting (Not codified) 
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5233 Amends §§ 20-65(a), 20.66(a) [20-66(a)], 25-58(r)( I ) and 25-58. J (r)( 1 ), park mitigation fées (20, 25) 

5234 Sets sewer service fées for Mirabel Heights sanitation zone (Spécial) 

5235 Adds subsection 177 to Section VI, and repeals subsection 74 to Section IV of Ord. 664 (Spécial) 

5236 Amends Ord. 5 142, children and families first commission (Spécial) 

5238 Approves redevelopment plan for Southwest development project (Spécial) 

5239 Adds subsection 1 78 to Section VI of Ord. 664 (Spécial) 

5240 Adds subsection 444 to Section VII of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

524 1 Rezone (Spécial) 

5242 Rezone (Spécial) 

5243 Rezone (Spécial) 

5244 Repeals subsections 85.9 and 85.91 from Section I of Ord. 289 (Spécial) 

5245 Establishes fées for services provided by sheriff s department (Spécial) 

5246 Amends § I of Ord. 2668, salaries (Spécial) 

5247 Rezone (Spécial) 

5248 Rezone (Spécial) 

5249 Adopts redevelopment plan for Russian River redevelopment project (Spécial) 

5250 Rezone (Spécial) 

525 1 Adds subsection 56 to Section V and subsection 1 79 to Section VI of Ord. 664 (Spécial) 

5252 Adds subsection 445 to Section VII of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

5253 Addssubsection446toSection VII of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

5254 Adds subsections 88 and 89 to Section IV and subsections 1 80, 1 81 , 1 82, 1 83 and 1 84 to Section VI of Ord. 664 
(Spécial) 

5255 Rezone (Spécial) 

5256 Rezone (Spécial) 

5257 Street closures to heavy commercial vehicles (Spécial) 

5258 Adds subsection 10 to Section VIII and repeals subsection 9 of Section VIII of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

5259 Adds subsection 57 to Section V of Ord. 664 (Spécial) 

5260 (Spécial) 

5261 Adds § 5-67; repeals Section 5-1 16, cats (5) 

5262 Adds subsection 1 9 to Section IX of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

5263 Adds subsection 1 1 to Section VIII of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

5264 Rezone (Spécial) 

5265 Amends §§ 26-02-1 40, 26-06-0 1 0, 26-06-020, 26-08-0 1 0, 26-08-020, 26- 1 0-0 1 0, 26- 1 0-020, 26- 1 6-0 1 0, 26- 1 6- 
020, 26- 1 8-0 1 0, 26- 1 8-020, 26-30-020, 26-32-0 1 0, 26-32-020, 26-36-020, 26-42-0 1 and 26-42-020, zoning (26) 

5266 Void 

5267 Rezone (Spécial) 

5268 Rezone (Spécial) 

5269 Speed limits (Not codified) 

5270 Speed limits (Not codified) 

527 1 Adopts rétrospective cost of living adjustments for retirement allowances (Spécial) 

5272 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5273 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5274 Régulâtes weight on Bridge No. 20C-379 (Spécial) 

5275 Speed limits (Not codified) 

5276 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5277 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5278 Speed limits (Not codified) 

5279 Delets portion of Ord. 306 (Spécial) 

5280 Adopts fee schedules (Not codified) 
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528 1 Rezone (Spécial) 

5282 Sets sewer permit, plan check and inspection fées (Spécial) 

5283 Amends §§ 20-65, 20-66, 25-58 and 25-58. 1 , park fées (20, 25) 

5284 Sets sewer services charges, connection and other fées and charges (Spécial) 

5285 Rezone (Spécial) 

5286 Rezone (Spécial) 

5287 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5288 Rezone (Spécial) 

5289 Adds Article XXIV to Chapter 2 (2) 

5290 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

529 1 Establishes sheriff s department fées (Spécial) 

5292 Speed limits (Not codifïed) 

5293 Rezone (Spécial) . 

5294 Rezone (Spécial) 

5295 Rezone (Spécial) 

5296 Amends § 2-33.1 1, county administration (2) 

5297 Void 

5298 Speed limits (Not codifïed) 

5299 Speed limits (Not codifïed) 

5300 Adds Art. XXV to Chapter 2 (2) 

530 1 Deletes portion of Ord. 306 (Spécial) 

5302 Speed Umits (Not codifïed) 

5303 Deletes portion of Ord. 289 (Spécial) 

5304 Amends § 1-8, boundary revision (1) 

5305 Amends § 2-33.1 1 , county administration (2) 

5306 Rezone (Spécial) 

5307 Rezone (Spécial) 

5308 Rezone (Spécial) 

5309 Rezone (Spécial) 

53 10 Rezone (Spécial) 

53 1 1 Speed limits (Not codifïed) 

53 12 Integrated Financing District (Spécial) 

5313 Rezone (Spécial) 

53 1 4 Rezone (Spécial) 

53 1 5 Repeals Ord. 5080 (Repealed by 5448) 

53 1 6 Rezone (Spécial) 

53 1 7 Rezone (Spécial) 

53 18 Repeals and replaces Ch. 26C, coastal zoning ordinance (26C) 

5319 Rezone (Spec ial) 

5320 Rezone (Spécial) 

532 1 Speed limits (Not codifïed) 

5322 Rezone (Spécial) 

5323 Rezone (Spécial) 

5324 Rezone (Spécial) 

5325 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5326 Speed lijnits (Not codifïed) 

5327 Adopts rétrospective cost of living adjustments for retirement allowances (Spécial) 

5328 Adds subsections 1 89, 190 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5329 Amends § 2-320, administration, §§ 25B-2, 25B-5, water wells (2, 25B) 
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5330 Rezone (Spécial) 

533 1 Rezone (Spécial) 

5332 Rezone (Spécial) 

5333 Rezone (Spécial) 

5334 Rezone (Spécial) 

5335 Adds subsections 455 — 456 to Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5336 Amends § 2-28, administration, §21-5, personnel; repeals §§ 2-27 through 2-3 1 (2, 2 1 ) 

5337 Amends §§ 20-65, 20-66, 25-58, 25-58. 1 , park mitigation fées (20, 25) 

5338 Amends §§ 1,2 of Ord. 5234, sewer service fées (Spécial) 

5339 Adds subsection 458 to Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5340 Adopts fee schedules (Repealed by 5410) 

5341 Rezone (Spécial) 

5342 Adds § 26-88-135; amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-04-010, 26-04-020, 26-06-010, 26-06-020, 26-08-010, 26-08- 
020, 26- 1 0-0 1 0, 26- 1 0-020, 26-12-010, 26- 1 2-020, 26- 1 4-0 1 0, 26- 14-020, 26- 1 6-0 1 0, 26- 1 6-020, 26- 1 8-0 1 0, 
26- 1 8-020, 26-28-0 1 0, 26-30-0 1 0, 26-32-0 1 0, 26-34-010, 26-36-0 1 0, 26-38-0 1 0, 26-40-0 1 0, 26-42-0 1 0, 26-44- 
010, 26-46-010, 26-48-010, 26-50-010, 26-52-030, zoning (26) 

5343 Adds § 26C-325.8; amends §§ 26C-18, 26C-20, 26C-21, 26C-30, 26C-31, 26C-40, 26C-41, 26C-50, 26C-5 1 , 
26C-60, 26C-6 1 , 26C-70, 26C-7 1 , 26C-80, 26C-8 1 , 26C-90, 26C-9 1 , 26C- 1 30, 26C- 1 40, 26C- 1 50, 26C- 1 60, 
26C-170, 26C-182, coastal zoning (26C) 

5344 Rezone (Spécial) 

5345 Amends §§ 26-98-020, 26-98-030, 26-98-605, 26-98-610, 26-98-640; repeals §§ 26-98-400—26-98-470, 
zoning (26) 

5346 Adds subsections 59—61, 93, 94 and 191—193 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5347 Amends §21-5, personnel (2 1 ) 

5348 Rezone (Spécial) 

5349 Rezone (Spécial) 

5350 Rezone (Spécial) 

535 1 Establishes fées for services provided by Sheriff s department (Not codifîed) 

5352 Amends Section VI of Ord. 5216, vineyard érosion and sédiment control (Not codifîed) 

5353 Rezone (Spécial) 

5354 Rezone (Spécial) 

5355 Rezone (Spécial) 

5356 Adds subsections 100, 194, 195; repeals subsections 38, 99 of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5357 Adds subsection 62—64, 1 16, 1 17,196 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5358 Adds subsection 460 to Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5359 Adds subsection 46 1 to Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5360 Rezone (Spécial) 

5361 Amends § § 26-04-0 1 0, 26-04-020, 26-06-0 1 0, 26-06-020, 26- 1 0-0 1 0, 26- 1 0-020, 26- 1 2-0 1 0, 26- 1 2-020, 26- 
14-010, 26-14-020, 26-16-010, 26-16-020, 26-18-010, 26-18-020, 26-88-135, zoning (26) 

5362 Amends §§ 26C-20, 26C-21, 26C-30, 26C-31, 26C-40, 26C-41, 26C-50, 26C-51, 26C-60, 26C-61, 26C-70, 
26C-71, 26C-80, 26C-81, 26C-90, 26C-91, 26C-325.8, coastal zoning (26C) 

5363 Amends §§ 22-1 , 22-7 A, refuse (22) 

5364 Rezone (Spécial) 

5365 Rezone (Spécial) 

5366 Rezone (Spécial) 

5367 Rezone (Spécial) 

5369 Rezone (Spécial) 

5370 Amends §§ 13-24, 13-26, fire protection (13) 

537 1 Repeals subsections 86.3 and 86.3 1 from Ord. 289, through roads (Spécial) 
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5372 Repeals subsections 17 and 18 from Ord. 198, through roads (Spécial) 

5373 Amends § 1-7.3, administrative procédure, and Ch. 13, fïre safety (1,13) 

5374 Amends §§ 7-13, 7-19, building régulations (7) 

5375 Adds subsection 96 to Section IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5376 Rezone (Spécial) 

5377 Adds subsection 463 to Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5378 Adds subsection 198 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5379 Adds subsection 197 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5380 Adds subsections 65, 66, 95 and 11 8 to Ord. 644, speed limits (Spécial) 

5381 Adds subsection 464 to Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5382 Adds subsections 1 6, 462, 463; repeals Resolution Nos. 43656 and 56885 A and subsections 251 , 329 fi-om Ord. 
2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5383 Rezone (Spécial) 

5384 Adds subsection 67 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5385 Adds subsections 97, 98 to Section IV; repeals subsections 77, 78 from Section VI of Ord. 664, speed limits 
(Spécial) 

5386 Adds subsections 465—468 to Section VU; repeals subsections 28, 29, 89, 92,1 13, 232, 245 and 3 10 of Section 
VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5387 Urgency ordinance establishing temporary moratorium on applications for small wind energy Systems (Spécial) 

ial) 
ial) 
ial) 
ial) 
ial) 
ial) 

5394 Adds subsection 199 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5395 Adds subsection 201 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5396 Adds subsection 68 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5397 Adds subsections 119, 120 and 200; repeals subsection 43 from Section VII of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5398 Urgency ordinance requiring conditional use permits for small wind energy Systems on parcels designated as 
urban service areas (Spécial) 

5399 Amends § 7-2, building régulations (7) 

5400 Adds subsections 121, 202 and 203 ; repeals subsection 7 1 from Section VI or Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5401 Adds subsection 204 to Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5402 Amends § 7-13, building régulations, and § 13-17, fire protection (7, 13) 

5403 .Rezone (Spécial) 

5404 Amends § 25-4, subdivisions (25) 

5405 Adopts rétrospective cost of living adjustments for retirement allowances (Spécial) 

5406 Adds subsection 469 to Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5407 Adds subsection 122 to Section Vil of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5408 Rezone (Spécial) 

5409 Adds subsection 470 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

54 1 Adopts fee schedules (Not codifled) 

541 1 Amends § 30-6, weighing and measuring device registration fées (30) 

5412 Amends §§ 20-65, 20-66, 25-58 and 25-58.1, park mitigation fées (20, 25) 

5413 Amends Article II of Ord. 4023, Fitch mountain zone water System (Spécial) 

5414 Amends Article II of Ord. 4024, Salmon Creek zone water system (Spécial) 

5415 Amends Article II of Ord. 4125, Freestone zone water System (Spécial) 

5416 Amends Article II of Ord. 4026, Jenner zone water system (Spécial) 



5388 Rezone (Spec 

5389 Rezone (Spec 

5390 Rezone (Spec 

5391 Rezone (Spec 

5392 Rezone (Spec 

5393 Rezone (Spec 
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54 1 7 Increases fee charged for preparing delinquent tax records (Spécial) 

54 1 8 Amends §§1,2 of Ord. 5234, sewer service fées (Spécial) 

5419 Amends §§ 26-98-020—26-98-030, 26-98-605— 26-98-6 1 and 26-98-640; repeals §§ 26-98- 
400 and 26-98-470, development fées (26) 

5420 Régulâtes closing of Barbara Drive and Carol Drive to certain commercial vehicles (Spécial) 

5421 Rezone (Spécial) 

5422 Adds subsection 47] to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5423 Adds subsection 69 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5424 Urgency ordinance requiring conditional use permits for small wind energy Systems located in 
or within 2500 feet of county designated urban service areas (Repealed by 5435) 

5425 Amends § 2-33.4, duties and compensation of county hearing officer (2) 

5426 Establishes fées for services provided by county clerk's office (Spécial) 

5427 Establishes fées for services provided by sheriff s department (Spécial) 

5428 Urgency ordinance amending Ch. 26, zoning and Ch. 26C, coastal zoning (Not codified) 

5429 Adds Article 93 of Ch. 26 and Article 39 of Ch. 26C; amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-04-0 1 0, 26- 
04-020, 26-06-010, 26-06-020, 26-08-010, 26-08-020, 26-10-010, 26-10-020, 26-16-010, 26- 
16-020, 26-18-010, 26-18-020, 26-20-010—26-20-020 [26-20-030], 26-22-010, 26-22-020, 
26-24-010, 26-24-020, 26-32-010, 26-32-020, 26-34-010, 26-34-020, 26-44-020, 26-46-020, 
26-48-020, 26-88-060, 26-88-120, 26-88-122, 26C-12, 26C-20 [26C-21], 26C-21 [26C-22], 
26C-30, 26C-31, 26C-40, 26C-4 1 , 26C-50, 26C-5 1 , 26C-80, 26C-81, 26C-90, 26C-91, 26C- 
100, 26C-101, 26C-110, 26C-1 1 1, 26C-325.1, 26C-326.2, zoning (26, 26C) 

5430 Amends Section 2 of Ord. 4993, salary resolution and compensation (Spécial) 

543 1 Adds subsection 472 [473] to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5432 Adds subsection 472 to Section Vil of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5433 Adds subsection 70 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5434 Adds subsection 101; repeals subsection 15 of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5435 Amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-04-010, 26-04-020, 26-06-010, 26-06-020, 26-08-010, 26-08-020, 
26-10-010, 26-10-020, 26-12-010, 26-12-020, 26-14-010, 26-14-020, 26-16-010, 26-16-020, 
26-18-010, 26-18-020, 26-28-010, 26-28-020, 26-30-010, 26-30-020, 26-32-010, 26-32-020, 
26-34-010, 26-34-020, 26-36-010, 26-36-020, 26-38-010, 26-38-020, 26-40-010, 26-40-020, 
26-42-010, 26-42-020, 26-44-010, 26-44-020, 26-46-010, 26-46-020, 26-48-010, 26-48-020, 
26-50-010, 26-50-020, 26-52-030, 26-52-040, 26-88-135, zoning; repeals Ord. 5424, small 
wind energy Systems (26) 

5436 Amends §§ 26C-12, 26C-20 [26C-2I], 26C-21 [26C-22], 26C-30, 26C-31, 26C-40, 26C-41, 
26C-50, 26C-51, 26C-60, 26C-61, 26C-70, 26C-71, 26C-80, 26C-81, 26C-90, 26C-91, 26C- 
130, 26C-131, 26C-140, 26C-141, 26C-150, 26C-151, 26C-160, 26C-161, 26C-170, 26C-171, 
26C-182, 26C-I83, 26C-325.8, coastal zoning (26C) 

5437 Adds subsection 474 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5438 Adds subsection 205 to Section VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5439 Adds subsection 475 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5440 Rezone (Spécial) 

544 1 Rezone (Spécial) 

5442 Rezone (Spécial) 

5443 Adds subsection 71 to Section V and subsection 123 to Section VU; repeals subsection 63 
from Section VII of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5444 Rezoné (Spécial) 

5445 Rezone (Spécial) 

5446 Adds subsection 72 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5447 Rezone (Spécial) 
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5448 Establishes fïling fées for public law library; repeals Ord. 53 1 5 (Spécial) 

5449 Rezone (Spécial) 

5450 Rezone (Spécial) 

5451 Rezone (Spécial) 

5452 Rezone (Spécial) 

5453 Adds subsections 73 and 74 to Section V and subsection 98 to Section IV; repeals subsection 
137 from Section VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5454 Repeals Section 95.3 of Ord. 398, through roads (Spécial) 

5455 Rezone (Spécial) 

5456 Rezone (Spécial) 

5457 Rezone (Spécial) 

5458 Rezone (Spécial) 

5459 Adds subsection 476 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5460 Repeals subsection 29 from Section X of Ord. 2300 (Spécial) 

5461 Adds subsection 206 to Section VI; repeals subsection 62 from Section VII of Ord. 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5462 Adds subsection 477 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5463 Rezone (Spécial) 

5464 Rezone (Spécial) 

5465 Rezone (Spécial) 

5466 Rezone (Spécial) 

5467 Rezone (Spécial) 

5468 Amends § 1-7.1, civil penalty for violation of certain building, zoning and public heaith 
régulations (1) 

5469 Régulâtes closing of Riverside Drive to certain commercial vehicles (Spécial) 

5470 Amends §21-5, classified and unclassified civil service (2 1 ) 

5471 Adds subsection 481 to Section Vil of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5472 Adds subsections 479, 480 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5473 Adds subsection 482. to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5474 Adds subsection 207 to Section VI and subsection 124 to Section VII of Ord. 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5475 Adds §§ 30-10 — 30-18, point of sale scanning devices (30) 

5476 Adopts fee schedules (Not codified) 

5477 Amends Article II of Ord. 4023, Fitch mountain zone water system (Spécial) 

5478 Amends Article II of Ord. 4024, Salmon Creek zone water System (Spécial) 

5479 Amends Article II of Ord. 4025, Freestone zone water System (Spécial) 

5480 Amends Article II of Ord. 4026, Jenner zone water System (Spécial) 

548 1 Sets sewer service fees for Mirabel Heights sanitation zone (Spécial) 

5482 Rezone (Spécial) 

5483 Amends §§ 20-65, 20-66, 25-58, 25-58. 1 , park mitigation fees (20, 25) 

5484 Repeals Section 99.0 of Ord. 47 1 , through roads (Spécial) 

5485 Tenninates désignation of public administrator as ex officio public guardian and appoints 
director of human services, and désignâtes director of human services as public conservator 
(Spécial) 

5486 Adds subsection 99 to Section IV and subsection 208 to Section VI; repeals subsection 104 of 
Section VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5487 Adds subsection 100 to Section IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5488 Adds subsection 102 to Section VIII; repeals subsection 19 from Section IX of Ord. 664, 
speed limits (Spécial) 
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5489 Amends §§7-12, 25-17, 25-56, building permits (7, 25) 

5490 Adds subsection 75 to Section V, subsection 209 to Section VI, subsection 104 to Section 
Vin, and subsection 29 to Section IX of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5491 Establishes fées for services provided by sheriff s department (Spécial) 

5492 Adds subsection 76 to Section V, subsection 210 to Section VI, subsections 125 and 126 to 
Section VII, and subsection 105 to Section VIII of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5493 Adds subsection 103 to Section VIII; repeals subsection 7 from Section VII of Ord. 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5494 Adds subsection 483 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5495 Rezone (Spécial) 

5496 Adds subsection 484 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5497 Adds subsection 485 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5498 Rezone (Spécial) 

5499 Adds subsection 486 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5500 Rezone (Spécial) 

5501 Adds subsection 102 to Section IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5502 Adds subsection 101 to Section IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5503 Adds subsections 487 — 492 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5504 Adds subsection 30 to Section IX of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5505 Adds subsection 106 to Section VIII of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5506 Adds subsection 493 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5507 Adds subsection 77 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5508 Adds § 19-15, camping and vehicle habitation ( 1 9) 

5509 Repeals Sections 89.9, 89.9 1 from Ord. 3 1 9, through roads (Spécial) 

5510 Adds subsection 494 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

551 1 Amends §§ 26A-09-020, 26A-1 1-020, instream mining (26A) 

5512 Rezone (Spécial) 

5513 Rezone (Spécial) 

5514 Amends §§ 26-98-020, 26-98-030, 26-98-605, 26-98-6 1 0, 26C-37 1 , 26C-372, roadway 
improvements (26, 26C) 

5515 Adds subsection 496 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5516 Adds subsection 495 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

55 17 Régulâtes closing of Brighton Drive, Brighton Court, Chelsea Drive, and Lambert Drive to 
certain commercial vehicles (Spécial) 

55 1 8 Amends Roseland redevelopment plan (Spécial) 

55 19 Amends Sonoma County redevelopment plan (Spécial) 

5520 Rezone (Spécial) 

5521 Rezone (Spécial) 

5522 Rezone (Spécial) 

5523 Rezone (Spécial) 

5524 Régulâtes closing of Clover Drive to certain commercial vehicles (Spécial) 

5525 Adds Ch. 33, tourism business improvement area (33) 

5526 Rezone (Spécial) 

5527 Adds subsection 78 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5528 Adds subsection 79 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5529 Adds subsection 497 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5530 Adds subsections 2 1 1 , 2 12 to Section VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5531 Adds subsection 127 to Section VII; repeals subsection 40 from Section VIII of Ord. 664, 
speed limits (Spécial) 



T-29 (Revised 9-05) 



SONOMA COUNTY CODE 



Ordinance 
Number 



• 



5532 Adds subsection 2 13 to Section VI; repeals subsection 12 from Section VI of Ord. 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5533 Adds subsection 128 to Section Vil of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5534 Adds subsection 103 to Section IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5535 Adds subsection 17 to Section VIll of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5536 Rezone (Spécial) 

5537 Adds §§ 25-13.4, 25-13.6, 25-13.7, 26-92-155, 26-92-161, 26-92-162, 26A-07-015, 26A-07- 
021, 26A-07-022, 26C-335.5, 26C-336.1, 26C-336.2; amends §§ 25-2, 25-13.5, 25-18, 25-19, 
25-38, 25-39.5, 26-02-140, 26-82-050, 26-92-040, 26-92-080, 26-92-1 10, 26-92-160, 26A-03- 
010, 26A-07-020, 26C-12, 26C-294, 26C-331, 26C-332.1, 26C-334, 26C-336, 26C-347, 
original jurisdiction, zoning (25, 26, 26A, 26C) 

5538 Adds subsection 80 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5539 Adds subsection 214 to Section VI and subsection 129 to Section VII of Ord. 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5540 Rezone (Spécial) 

5541 Rezone (Spécial) 

5542 Rezone (Spécial) 

5543 Adds subsection 81 to Section V; repeals subsection 1 13 from Section VI of Ord. 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5544 Adds subsection 215 to Section VI; repeals subsection 27 from Section VII of Ord. 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5545 Adds §§ 12-18.2, 12-21.2; amends §§ 12-10—12-22, transient occupancy tax (12) 

5546 Adds Ch. 7C, wood-buming appliances (7C) 

5547 Adds subsection 498 to Section Vil of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) ^Mk 

5548 Adds subsections 499, 500 to Section VU of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) MB 

5549 Adds subsection 82 to Section V and subsection 216 to Section VI of Ord. 664, speed limits 
(Spécial) 

5550 Adds subsection 104 to Section IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5551 Adds subsection 501 to Section VU of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5552 Adds subsection 217 to Section VI, subsection 130 to Section VII, and subsections 107 and 
108 to Section VIII; repeals subsections 37, 41 from Section VII of Ord. 664, speed limits 
(Spécial) 

5553 Adopts fee schedules (Not codified) 

5554 Amends §§ 20-65, 20-66, 25-58, 25-58.1, park mitigation fées (20, 25) 

5555 Amends Article II of Ord. 4023, Fitch mountain zone water System (Spécial) 

5556 Amends Article II of Ord. 4024, Salmon Creek zone water System (Spécial) 

5557 Amends Article II of Ord. 4025, Freestone zone water System (Spécial) 

5558 Amends Article II of Ord. 4026, Jenner zone water system (Spécial) 

5559 Adds subsection 502 to Section VII of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5560 Rezone (Spécial) • 

5561 Rezone (Spécial) 

5562 Adds subsection 2 1 8 to Section VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5563 Adds subsection 105 to Section IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5564 Rezone (Spécial) 

5565 Adds subsection 503 to Section Vil of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5566 Void 

5567 Urgency ordinance adopting and imposing a temporary moratorium on the establishment of 
new médical marijuana dispensaries (Spécial) 

5568 Rezone (Spécial) 
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5569 Adds §§ 26-88-121, 26-88-122, 26-88-123, 26-88-124, 26-88-125; amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-04- 
010, 26-04-020, 26-04-030, 26-06-010, 26-06-020, 26-06-030, 26-08-010, 26-08-020, 26-08- 
030, 26-10-010, 26-10-020, 26-10-030, 26-12-010, 26-12-020, 26-12-030, 26-16-010, 26-16- 
020, 26-18-010, 26-18-020, 26-20-010, 26-20-020, 26-20-030, 26-22-010, 26-22-020, 26-24- 
010, 26-24-030, 26-26-030, 26-26-040, 26-28-010, 26-28-020, 26-30-020, 26-32-020, 26-34- 
020, 26-36-020, 26-38-010, 26-38-020, 26-40-010, 26-40-020, 26-42-010, 26-42-020, 26-46- 
020, 26-86-010, 26-88-010, 26-88-060, 26-98-800; repeals and replaces § 26-88-100, zoning (26) 

5570 Adds Art. 89; amends § 26-88-010; repeals §§ 26-88-120, 26-88-121, 26-88-122, zoning (26) 

5571 Rezone (Spécial) 

5572 Rezone (Spécial) 

5573 Adds subsection 84 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5574 Adds subsection 131 to Section Vil; repeals subsection 54 from Section VIII of Ord. 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5575 Adds subsection 504 to Section Vil; repeals subsection 470 from Section VII of Ord. 2300, no 
parking zones (Spécial) 

5576 Rezone (Spécial) 

5577 Rezone (Spécial) 

5578 Rezone (Spécial) 

5579 Adds subsection 219 to Section VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5580 Rezone (Spécial) 

5581 Amends § 7-19, electrical code (7) 

5582 Establishes fées for services provided by sheriff s department (Spécial) 

5583 Urgency ordinance extending a temporary moratorium on the establishment of new médical 
marijuana dispensaries (Spécial) 

5584 Adds subsection 220 to Section VI and subsection 132 to Section Vn of Ord, 664, speed limits 
(Spécial) 

5585 Amends §§1 1-28, 1 1-30, and 1 1-46, drainage and stormwater management (11) 

5586 Adds subsection 31 to Section DC and subsection 109 to Section VII of Ord. 664, speed limits 
(Spécial) 

5587 Adds subsection 106 to Section IV of ORD 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5588 Adds subsection 505 to Section Vil of ORD 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5589 Adds subsection 76 and 107 to Section IV, and subsection 85 to Section V of ORD 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5590 Rezone (Spécial) 

5591 Adds subsection 108 to Section IV of ORD 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5592 Adds subsection 1 10 to Section VIII of ORD 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5593 Adds subsection 506 to Section Vn of ORD 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5594 Sewer service fées and charges (Spécial) 

5595 Adds subsection 1 1 1 to Section VIH, and subsection 32 and 33 to Section IX of Ord. 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5596 Adds subsection 86 to Section V of Ord. 664; Repeals subsection 139 from Section VI of Ord. 
664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5597 Rezone (Spécial) 

5598 Rezone (Spécial) 

5599 Rezone (Spécial) 

5600 Adds subsection 87 to Section V of Ord. 664; subsection 109 from Section FV of Ord. 664, speed 
limits (Spécial) 

5601 Adds subsection 221 to Section VI of Ord. 664; repeals subsection 83 from Section VI of Ord. 
664, speed limits (Spécial) 
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5602 
5603 

5604 
5605 
5606 
5607 
5608 
5609 
5610 
5611 
5612 
5613 
5614 
5615 
5616 
5617 
5618 
5619 
5620 
5621 
5622 
5623 
5624 
5625 
5626 
5627 
5628 
5629 
5630 
5631 
5632 
5633 
5634 
5635 
5636 

5637 
5638 
5639 
5640 

5641 
5642 
5643 
5644 
5645 
5646 
5647 



• 



Rezone (Spécial) 

Amends §§ 7-13, 23A-8, and 25B-3; repeals § 11-6, waterwell, drainage and stormwater 

management, (7, 23, 25) 

Adds § 2-33.14; repeals §§2-4 and 2-4.5, administration, (2) 

Amends §§ 2-20 and 2-33.11, Administration (2) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Repeals Ord. 5448, public law library fées (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 1 12 to Section Vni of ORD 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 88 to Section V of ORD 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 507 to Section VU of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 222 to Section VI and subsection 89 to Section V; repeals Subsection 10 from 

Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

Amends Ord. 2668; readopts Ord.4993, salaries (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 133 to Section Vit of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 508 to Section Vn of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 90 to Section V and subsection 233 to Section Vn of Ord. 664, speed limits 

(Spécial) 

Adds subsection 509 to Section Vil of Ord. 2300, No parking zones (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 1 10 to Section IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 34 to Section IX of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 91 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 111 to Section IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

Rezone (Spécial) 

Adds subsection 134 to Section Vn of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 
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5648 Adds subsection 93 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5649 Adds subsection 92 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5650 Adds subsection 94 to Section V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5651 Adds § 26-88-160; Amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-10-010, 26-10-020, 26-12-010, 26-12-020, 26-14- 
020, zoning (26) 

5652 Adds subsection 1 12 to Section IV of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5653 Adds subsection 510 to Section VIII, subsection 51 1 to Section VII of Ord. 664, speed limits 
(Spécial) 

5654 Rezone (Spécial) 

5655 Rezone (Spécial) 

5656 Amends Art I of Ch. 30, agriculture (30) 

5657 Land-use planning and development fées (Spécial) 

5658 Amends §§ 20-65, 20-66, 25-58, 25-58.1, parks and régulations and subdivisions (20, 25) 

5659 Amends Article II of Ord. 4023, Fitch Mountain zone water System (Spécial) 

5660 Amends Article II of Ord. 4024, Salmon Creek zone water system (Spécial) 

5661 Amends Article II of Ord. 4025, Freestone zone water system (Spécial) 

5662 Amends Article II of Ord. 4026, Jenner zone water system (Spécial) 

5663 Adds subsection 224 to Section VI of Ord. 664, speed limits (Spécial) 

5664 Adds § 5-127 and Art. XIV of Ch. 5; amends§§ 5-3, 5-6, 5-43; renumbers former Article XIV to 
XV, animais (5) 

5665 Urgency ordinance extending moratorium new on médical marijuana dispensaries (Spécial) 

5666 Adds § 11-12. 1; amends § 7-13 building régulations (7) 

5667 Rezone (Spécial) 

5668 Adds subsection 130 to Section VI, subsection 95 to Section V of ORD. 664, speed limits 
(Spécial) 

5669 Establishes fées for services provided by sheriff s department (Spécial) 

5670 Sewer and water Systems (Spécial) 

5671 Rezone (Spécial) 

5672 Rezone (Spécial) 

5673 Adds subsection 1 13 to § VIII of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

5674 Rezone (Spécial) 

5675 Rezone (Spécial) 

5676 Adds § 26-90-03 1 , zoning (26) 

5677R Open space, clean water and farmland protection measure (Spécial) 

5678 Adds subsection 512 to § VII of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

5679 Amends §§ 1.7.1, 1.7.3 and Ch. 22, improper storage, disposai and transportation of solid waste 
(1,22) 

5680 Service fées (Not codified) 

5681 Amends § 7B-2; repeals 7B-3, spécial flood hazard (7B) 

5682 Rezone (Spécial) 

5683 Amends § 14-4, local health permit (14-4) 

5684 Rezone (Spécial) 

5685 Rezone (Spécial) 

5686 Rezone (Spécial) 

5687 Rezone (Spécial) 

5688 Amends § 1.7.1, civil penalties ( 1 ) 

5689 Adopts a temporary moratorium on the conversion of mobile home parks to résident ownership 
(Spécial) 

5690 Rezone (Spécial) 
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5691 Adds subsection 96 to § V of Ord. 664, speed limits (Not codified) 

5692 Adds §§ 2-10.1 and 2-33.15; amends § 2-8, administration (2) 

5693 Amends §§ 2-6 — 2-10, county administrator (2) 

5694 Rezone (Spécial) 

5695 Amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-88-160, zoning (26) 

5696 Extends a temporary moratorium on the conversion of mobile home parks to résident ownership 
(Spécial) 

5697 Rezone (Spécial) 

5698 Rezone (Spécial) 

5699 Amends § 2-55, delegated purchasing authority for department heads (2) 

5700 Adds § 7B-3; amends §§ 7B-1, 7B-5, 7B-7, 7B-8 and 7B-10— 7B-13, flood damage prévention 
(7B) 

5701 Rezone (Spécial) 

5702 Rezone (Spécial) 

5703 Parking restriction on School House Lane (Spécial) 

5704 Rezone (Spécial) 

5705 Rezone (Spécial) 

5706 Rezone (Spécial) 

5707 Rezone (Spécial) 

5708 Rezone (Spécial) 

5709 Rezone (Spécial) 

5710 Rezone (Spécial) 

571 1 Adds §§ 26-98-400—26-98-450; amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-04-030, 26-06-030, 26-08-030, 26- 
10-030, 26-12-030, 26-16-030, 26-18-030, 26-20-030, 26-26-040, 26-44-020, 26-48-020, 26-50- 
020, 26-82-030, 26-86-010, 26-88-060, 26-88-121 and 26-89-010—26-89-045, zoning (26) 

5712 Rezone (Spécial) 

5713 Rezone (Spécial) 

5714 Parking restriction on River Road, River Lane and Moody Lane (Spécial) 

5715 Adds § 26-88-126; amends §§ 26-02-140, 26-30-020, 26-32-020, 26-36-020, 26-86-010, zoning 
(Spécial) 

5716 Rezone (Spécial) 

5717 Rezone (Spécial) 

5718 Rezone (Spécial) 

5719 Amends § 21-5, exempts director of gênerai services from the civil service System (21) 

5720 Increases fées for building plan check, building inspection, code enforcement, sewer and water 
permits, encroachment, permits, drainage/engineering review, county surveyor/land development, 
(8) environmental health review, planning and zoning, well and septic, pre-application services, 
road name changes, other planning and permitting services (Spécial) 

5721 Amends §§ 20-65, 20-66 and 25-58, park mitigation fées (20, 25) 

5722 Rezone (Spécial) 

5723 Amends Article IX of Ch. 2, commission on the status of women (2) 

5724 Amends Article XXII of Ch. 2, commission on human rights (2) 

5725 Adds Article IlIB to Ch. 25; amends §§ 25-2, 

5726 Rezone (Spécial) 

5727 Rezone (Spécial) 

5728 Rezone (Spécial) 

5729 Rezone (Spécial) 

5730 Rezone (Spécial) 

573 1 Rezone (Spécial) 
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5732 Rezone (Spécial) 

5733 Rezone (Spécial) 

5734 Rezone (Spécial) 

5735 Rezone (Spécial) 

5736 Adopts description of program for the acquisition of real property for the redevelopment plan for 
the Roseland Redevelopment Project Area (Spécial) 

5737 Adopts description of program for the acquisition of real property for the redevelopment plan for 
the Russian River Redevelopment Project Area (Spécial) 

5738 Adopts description of program for the acquisition of real property for the redevelopment plan for 
the Sonoma Valley Redevelopment Project Area (Spécial) 

5739 Amends §§ 26-02-110 and 26-02-130, zoning (26) 

5740 Amends §§ 26C-9 and 26C-1 1, coastal zoning (26C) 

5741 Adds subsection 516 to Section Vn of Ord. 2300, no parking zones (Spécial) 

5742 Sewer service charges (Spécial) 

5743 Establishes fee for various services provided by the sheriff s department (Spécial) 

5744 Rezone (Spécial) 

5745 Rezone (Spécial) 

5746 Rezone (Spécial) 

5747 Establishes prima facie speed limit on Hall Road (Spécial) 

5748 Amends § 26-88-126, zoning (26) 

5749 Amends §§ 12-45 and 12-46, revenue and taxation (12) 

5750 Amends § 1-7.3, procédure to abate certain code violations (1-7) 

5751 Rezone (Spécial) 

5752 Rezone (Spécial) 

5753 Amends Ch. 13, fire safety ordinance (13) 

5754 Amends Ch. 7, building régulations (7) 

5755 Parking restrictions on Riverside Drive (Spécial) 

5756 Establishes prima facie speed limit on Bamett Valley Road (Spécial) 

5757 Establishes prima facie speed limit on Todd Road (Spécial) 

5758 Establishes prima facie speed limit on Cazadero Highway (Spécial) 

5759 Rezone (Spécial) 

5760 Rezone (Spécial) 

5761 Amends Ch. 10, civil défense and disaster (10) 

5762 Exempts LAFCO executive offîcer from the civil service system (Spécial) 

5763 Amends Ch. 14, local health permits and enforcement régulations (14) 

5764 Establishes prima facie speed limit on Blackney Road (Spécial) 

5765 Parking restrictions on Fulton Road (Spécial) 

5766 Rezone (Spécial) 

5767 Rezone (Spécial) 

5768 Rezone (Spécial) 

5769 Rezone (Spécial) 

5770 Rezone (Spécial) 

5771 Parking restrictions on Academy Lane (Spécial) 

5772 Parking restrictions on Grafton Road (Spécial) 

5773 Rezone (Spécial) 

5774 Rezone (Spécial) 

5775 Establishes a 40 mile per hour speed limit on Watmaugh Road (Spécial) 

5776 Rezone (Spécial) 

5777 Increases fées for various services (Spécial) 
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Ordinance 
Number 

5778 Amends §§ 20-65, 20.66, 25-58 and 25-58. 1 , park mitigation fées (20, 25) 

5779 Establishes fées for various services provided by the sheriff s department (Spécial) 

5780 Adopts the amended and restated redevelopment plan for the Spring Redevelopment Project 
(Spécial) 

5781 Parking restrictions (Spécial) 

5782 Rezone (Spécial) 

5783 Rezone (Spécial) 
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A 



ABANDONED VEHICLE 
Définitions 18-5 
Findings 18-4 
Removal 
costs 

assessment 18-7 

délinquant, assessment against owners' land IS- 
IS 
disposai 18-11 

enforcement of provisions 18-15 
entrance upon private property 1 8-6 
exemptions 18-14 
hearing 

abandoned vehicle officer duties 18-10 
notice 18-9 
nonexclusivity of provisions 18-16 
notice 

of intentrequired 18-8 

to department of motor vehicles 18-12 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
See also UNIFORM CODES 
Adopted 7-13 

ADMINISTRATOR, COUNTY 
See COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

COUNTY CLERK/PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR 

AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER - SEALER 
Consolidation of duties, sealer of weights, measures 2- 
33.13 

AGRICULTURAL LAND, OPERATIONS 

Employée housing, traffic, park mitigation fee waiver 

30-30 
Right to farm 

construction of provisions 30-22 
définitions 30-24 
disclosure of provisions 
to current owners 30-26 
for development approval 30-27 
to real property buyers 30-28 
failure to compiy, effect 30-29 
fee schedule 30-23 
findings 30-21 



nuisance maintenance prohibited 30-25 
Title of provisions 30-20 
Western grapeleaf skeletonizer control 
définitions 30-31 
grapevines 

détention, inspection, when 30-33 

treatment within County 30-34 
origin certificate for shipping required 30-32 
violation, penalty 30-35 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
See COASTAL ZONING 
ZOMNG 

AIDS 

Applicability of provisions 19-38 
Définitions 19-33 
Discrimination policy 19-30 
Enforcement of provisions 19-35 
Exceptions to provisions 19-34 
Findings 19-31 

Health care providers, generally 19-40 
Prohibited conduct designated 19-32 
Severability of provisions 19-39 
Statute of limitations for actions 19-36 
Waiver agreements, invalid 19-37 

AIRPORT 

Advertising, approval required 3-7 

Aeronautical activity rules 3-13 

Airplane operators, owners, conduct generally 3-9 

Animais, restraints required 3-8 

Businesses, commercial activities, permission required 

3-5 
County nonliable for damages 3-15 
Définitions 3-1 
Firehazards 3-10 

Firearms prohibited, exceptions 3-14 
Fueling opérations 3-11 
Land traffic régulations generally 3-12 
Noise 

See AIRPORT NOISE 
Restricted areas, entrance permitted when 3-3 
Roads, walks, use régulations 3-4 
Rules of conduct, generally 3-2 
Solicifing prohibited 3-6 
Use rates, charges, establishment 3-16 
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Violation, penalty 3-17 
Zoning 

See AIRPORT ZONING REGULATIONS 

AIRPORT NOISE 

Aircraft violation presumption 3-42 

Définitions 3-40 

Effective date of provisions 3-46 

Enforcement authority designated 3-43 

Exempt aircraft 3-45 

Restrictions designated 3-41 

Violation, penalty 3-44 

AIRPORT ZONING REGULATIONS 
Administrative authority designated 3-29 
Appeals 3-30 
Conflictof provisions 3-28 
County licensing authorities, conformance requirements 

3-31 
Définitions 3-18,3-19,3-20 
Enforcement 3-32 
Height limits 3-22 
Nonconforming uses 3-24 
Obstructions to air navigation designated 3-21 
Surfaces, imaginary 3-19 
Use permit 

required when 3-25 

restrictions generally 3-23 
Variance 

allowed when 3-26 

hazard markers required when 3-27 
Violation, penalty 3-33 
Zones established, designated 3-20 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

Public consumption prohibited 19-9 

AMBULANCES 

See EMERGENCY, PRE-HOSPITAL MEDICAL 
SERVICES 

ANIMAL 

Aid to escape of, prohibited 5-112 

Califomia Pénal Code Section 597.1 adopted by référ- 
ence 5-141 

Cat 

See Spécifie Subject 
See CAT 

Conflicting provisions 5-3 



Dangerous, potentially, 

disposition of potentially dangerous animais 5-135 

disposition of vicious animais 5-136 

filing pétition with municipal court, hearing 5-131 

impoundment, pending hearings 5-133 

keeping of potentially dangerous or vicious animais 

by minors prohibited 5-139 
microchip, sterilization requirement for potentially 

dangerous, vicious 5-138 
mitigating circumstances 5-134 
purpose of provisions 5-130 
restrictions on further ownership 5-137 
Définitions 5-6 
Dog 

See Spécifie Subject 
See DOG 
Exotic 

at large, prohibited 5-118 
légal requirements for maintenance 5-124 
Fées, charges 
generally 5-4 
impoundment fées 5-143 
rabies control fées 5-161 
Guard dog 

See GUARD DOG 
Hearing procédures 
appeal of décision 

review by officer, actions 5-32 

review by officér, décision 5-33 

when 5-31 
designated 5-30 
notice 

contents 5-23 

mailed 5-22 

mailing procédure designated 5-24 

methods of serving 5-20, 5-2 1 
Impoundment 

by private citizens 5-145 

care of impounded animais 5-142 

disposition 5-151 

due to calamity, fee relief 5-155 

duration 5-149 

fées 5-143 

hearing 5-148 

owner notification 5-144 

rédemption 

nonliability of division 5-154 

proof of intent to care 5-152 

use for research, prohibited 5-153 

when 5-150 
summary seizure when 5-147 
when 5-140 
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In coLinty buildings, prohibited, exceptions 5-122 
In custody, removal of prohibited 5-111 
Ken ne 1 

See KENNEL 
Livestock at large, prohibited 5-117 
Protection dog opérations 

See GUARD DOG 
Provisions, renumbering, relettering, permitted 

when 5-5 
Public nuisance actions designated, prohibited 5-126 
Purpose of provisions 5-2 
Quarantine interférence, prohibited 5-120 
Rabies control 

fee 5-161 

supervisory authority designated 5-160 
Refusai to présent to animal regulators for 

inspection, prohibited 5-113 
Régulation division 

arrest authority, designated 5-14 

chief deputy officer responsibilities 5-12 

continued 5-10 

director responsibilities 5-11 

firearms, authority to carry 5-15 

inspection right of entry 5-16 

officers, responsibilities 5-13 

rules, régulations promulgation authority 5-17 
Régulation officer, interfering -with prohibited 5-1 10 
Sale without license, prohibited 5-123 
Spay and neutering, mandatory 

ail dogs at large 5-180 

allpitbulls 5-181 
Staking of, prohibited 5-121 
Title of provisions 5-1 
Vicious 

See Dangerous, potentially 
Violation 

animal control school, attendance order when 
5-184 

causing death, injury to livestock, penalty 5-181 

civil penalty 5-185 

disposition of fines, civil penalties 5-186 

each day a separate offense 5-183 

misdemeanor, when 5-182 

penalty designated 5-180 

ASSESSMENT APPEALS BOARD 
Clérical assistance 2-40 
County counsel to advise 2-41 
Duties 2-37 
Established 2-34 
Hearing officer duties 2-38 
Members 



alternâtes 2-36 
compensation 2-39 
composition 2-35 
qualifications 2-37 

Procédures, rules 2-42 
AUDITOR, COUNTY 

See COUNTY AUDITOR 



B 



BINGO GAMES 

Applicability of provisions 4-85 
Applicant requirement 4-63 
Application 

contents 4-64 

required 4-61 
Attendance limit 4-76 
Bingo defined 4-70 
Conducted where 4-77 
Fee exemption when 4-62 
Hours of opération designated 4-80 
Intoxicated persons prohibited 4-79 
Minors prohibited 4-78 
Open to public 4-75 
Organizations eligible to conduct 4-60 
Participation in person only 4-8 1 
Permit 

contents 4-65 

display 4-66 

revocation 

alternative 4-68 
appeal 4-69 

suspension, summary 4-67 
Permit holder 

opération exclusive to 4-74 

sole financial interest 4-73 
Prize maximum 4-71 
Profit receipt, misdemeanor when 4-83 
Profits kept where 4-72 
Severability of provisions 4-86 
Violation 

enjoinment 4-84 

penalty 4-82 

BOARD OF SUPER VI SORS 

Funds for new member training 2-2 
Meetings, held when 2-1 

BRIDGE 

Defined 15-19 

Jumping from, prohibited 1 5-20 

Rules, régulations violation 15-21 
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BUILDING 



BUILDING 
Appeals 

local, housing boards 7-3 

made when 7-4 
Chief building officiai, position established, duties 

7-2 
Code 

See BUILDING CODE 
Conflict of provisions 7-1 1 
Pire safe standards, compliance required 7-1 1.5 
Floating homes, moorage 

See FLOATING HOMES, MOORAGE 
Floodprone areas 

See FLOODPRONE AREAS 
Inspections generally 7-8 
Mobile home 

See MOBILE HOME 
Numbers, addresses 

See FIRE 
Owner-built rural dwellings 

See LIMITED DENSITY OWNER-BUILT 
DWELLINGS 
Permit 

agricultural exemption requirements 7-7 

fées 

estabhshment authority 7-10 
refunds made when 7-9 

required when, requirements 7-5 

water scarce areas 

permitting conditions designated 7-12 
second dwelling units 7-12 
Purpose of provisions 7-1 
Relocated, compliance requirements 7-6 
Right to farm, compliance with 7-1 1 .75 
Sign 

See SIGN 
Swimming pool 

See SWIMMING POOL 

BUILDING CODE 

See aiso UNIFORM CODES 
Adopted, modifications 7-13 

BUILDING SECURITY CODE 
See also UNIFORM CODES 
Adopted 7-13 

— C — 

CABLE TELEVISION 

Adjustments, dispute settlement authority 

designated 8-15 
Amendment to provisions 8- 1 7 



Copyright, provisions not to affect 8-35 

Définitions 8-1 

Eminent domain, provisions not to affect county 

right 8-34 
Exceptions, détermination criteria 8-16 
Facilities 

failure to perform requirements for, county to 

assess 8-8 
public improvements requiring changes 8-7 
removal, abandonment, manner of 8-6 
License 
application 

approval, déniai 8-21 
fee 8-19 

form, contents 8-20 
bond requirements on award of license 8-22 
condition designated 8-26 
conducting business, using streets without, 

prohibited 8-41 
duration, termination when 8-40 
effect on other provisions, pôle space obtairmient 

8-31 
effective when 8-25 
fee designated 8-28 
granting authority 8-18 
renewal procédure 8-39 
rights, privilèges, superseded by 8-32 
uses permitted by 8-27 
Licensee 

award acceptance, in writing, required when 8-24 
financial statement filing required when 8-29 
inspection 

records, county right 8-29 
right of entry for 8-30 
insurance requirements 8-23 
no recourse against county 8-33 
office location required 8-36 
sale, repair of receivers, parts therefor, prohibited 

8-37 
transfer of license, consent required 8-38 
Permits, installation, services, generally 8-2 
Service area annexation 8-14 
Street use, not a priority 8-5 
Subscribers 
contracts 8-12 
rates, charges 8-11 
services to, generally 8-10 
System, operational standards designated 8-9 
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Téléphone facilities use 8-4 

Unauthorized connection, tampering, prohibited 8-13 

Undergrounding requirements 8-3 

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS, EXPENDITURES 
Committees 

loansto 2-308 

multiple 2-307 
Contributor information disclosure 2-310 
Cumulative, reporting 2-3 1 1 
Debt reporting 2-304 
Définitions 2-302 
Designated 2-309 
Election cycles 2-305 
Independent, reporting 2-313 
Late, reporting 2-312 
Limitations 

aggregati on of contributions 2-306 

generally 2-303 
Political Refonn Act applicability 2-301 
Purpose of provisions 2-300 
Violations, penalties 2-314 

CARDROOMS 
Définitions 4-16 

Employées, registration requïred 4-15 
Gaming license 

application contents 4-22 

fées 4-21 

issuance authority, term 4-19 

required, procédure for obtainment 4-20 

suspension, revocation, déniai 4-24 
Hours of opération 4-18 
License required 4-14 
Location, safety, limitations 4-23 
Prohibited activities 

designated 4-17 

intoxicated persons, minors, gambling on crédit 4-18 
Rules posting 4-29 

CAT 

See also ANIMAL 
Abandonment prohibited 5-114 
Registration 
application 
actions 5-63 

requirements generally 5-62 
period 5-64 

tag for, lost, replacement 5-66 
transfer procédure 5-65 
voluntary 5-61 



Spay, neuter when impounded 5-67 

CEMETERIES 

Damaging, defacing items within, prohibited 9-1 
Destroying flowers, injuring birds, prohibited 9-2 
Entering at night, use as thoroughfare, prohibited 9-5 
Loitering in, prohibited 9-4 
Rubbish deposits in roadways, driveways, prohibited 9-3 

CIRCUS 

Conviction for nonlicensed shows 4-35 

Définitions 4-34 

License 

application requirements 4-37 
fées 

establishment 4-38 
unpaid, deemed debt to county 4-39 
issuance 4-40 
required 4-36 
transferability 4-41 
Police officer powers 4-42 

CIVIL DEFENSE, DISASTER 
Définitions 10-2 
Emergency council 

member composition 10-7 
powers, duties 10-8 
Emergency services 

department created 10-3 
director 

designated 10-4 
powers, duties 10-5 
expenditures, deemed protective measures 10-9 
Food, resources control 
définitions 10-22 
prohibited acts 10-27 
purpose of provisions 10-21 
vendors, processors, producers, duties 10-26 
Préservation of county government 
board of supervisors 

meeting after disaster 10-19 
members unavailable, procédure 10-20 
définitions 10-17 

standby officers, appointment 10-18 
Purpose of provisions 10-1 

CLAIMS OTHER THAN TORT 
Procédure 2-372 
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CLERK OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Appointment 2-10.1 
Consolidation of duties with county administrator 

2-33.15 

COASTAL ZONING 
AE district 

building height 26C-73 

designated 26C-12 

lotsize 26C-73 

parking régulations 26C-73 

permitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 26C-72 

subject to site development, érosion control standards 
26C-71 

purpose 26C-70 

yard requirements 26C-73 
Agricultural and residential district 

See AR district 
Agricultural districts 

See AE district 

AP district 

AR district 

AS district 

Agricultural services district 

See AS district 
Amendments 

board of supervisors action 26C-493 

hearing 26C-491 

initiation methods 26C-490 

planning commission action 26C-492 
AP district 

building height 26C-83 

designated 26C-12 

lotsize 26C-83 

parking régulations 26C-83 

permitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 26C-82 
subject to site development, érosion control stan- 
dards 26C-81 

purpose 26C-80 

yard requirements 26C-83 
Appeals 

to board of supervisors 26C-476 

simultaneous appeal, direct review 26C-336.2 
Applications 

concurrent processing, when 26C-477.2 

generally 26C-477 
AR district 

building height 26C-113 

designated 26C-12 



lotsize 26C-113 

parking régulations 26C-113 

permitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 26C-1 12 
subject to site development, érosion control stan- 
dards 26C-111 

purpose 26C-110 

yard requirements 26C-1 13 
AS district 

building height 26C-94 

design review approval required 26C-95 

designated 26C-12 

lotsize 26C-94 

parking régulations 26C-94 

permitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 26C-92 
subject to site development, érosion control stan- 
dards 26C-91 

purpose 26C-90 

spécial procédures 26C-93 

yard requirements 26C-94 
B district 

BA cluster districts, régulations 26C-336 

designated 26C-13 

frozen lot size district, B7 26C-334 

purpose 26C-330 

slope density districts, BS 26C-335 

spécial density district, B6 26C-333 

spécial lot size, yard districts 
B1,B2,B3,B4 26C-331 
B5 district 26C-332 
Board of adjustment, duties generally 26C-471 
Building height 

AE district 26C-73 

AP district 26C-83 

AR district 26C-113 

AS district 26C-94 

CF district 26C-243 

es district 26C-183 

CT district 26C-193 

NR district 26C-23 

RI district 26C-133 

R2 district 26C-143 

régulations generally 26C-452 

RR district 26C-123 

TP district 26C-35 
Building Unes established, purpose 26C-454 
C2 district 

designated 26C-12 

lotsize 26C-223 

parking régulations 26C-223 
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COASTAL ZONING 



permitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 26C- 

222 
subject to site development, érosion control 
standards 26C-221 
purpose 26C-220 
yard requirements 26C-223 
C3 district 

design review requirements 26C-233 
designated 26C-12 
lot size 26C-233 
pemiitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 26C- 

232 
subject to site development, érosion control 
standards 26C-231 
purpose 26C-230 
yard requirements 26C-233 
ce district 

area designated 26C-351 
coastal development permit 
exemptions 26C-354 
requirements 26C-353 
coastal plan conformance requirements 26C-356 
compatibility with other districts, designated 

26C-352 
designated 26C-13 
permitted uses 

principal 26C-355 
purpose 26C-350 
CF district 

design review requirements 26C-244 

designated 26C-12 

lot size 26C-243 

parking régulations 26C-243 

permitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 

26C-242 
subject to site development, érosion control 
standards 26C-241 
purpose 26C-240 
yard requirements 26C-243 
Coastal combining district 

See ce district 
Coastal plan conformance requirements 26C-356 
Combining districts 

See Districts 
Commercial districts 
See C2 district 
See C3 district 
See CF district 
See CT district 



Commercial services district See C3 district 
Community commercial district 

See C2 district 
Compliance with provisions 26C-478. 1 
es district 

designated 26C-12 
CT district 

design review requirements 26C- 1 94 

designated 26C-I2 

lot size 26C-193 

parking régulations 26C-193 

permitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 

26C-192 
subject to site development, érosion control 
standards 26C-191 

purpose 26C-190 

yard requirements 26C-J93 
Database, officiai zoning 26C-1 1 
Définitions 26C-18 
Design review 

application requirements 26C-502 

approval types, terms 26C-505 

committee 

composition, duties generally 26C-503 
processing duties 26C-504 

minimum requirements 26C-501 

purpose 26C-500 

standards designated 26C~506 
Direct review 26C-336.1 
Districts 

boundary interprétations 26C-15 

combining districts 
designated 26C-13 

designated 26C-12 

established, generally 26C-14 
Enforcement of provisions 26C-478 
Erosion control 

applicability of provisions 26C-51 1 

exemptions 26C-512 

purpose of provisions 26C-510 

standards designated 26C-514 
Exclusive agriculture district 

See AE district 
Fées generally 26C-477.] 
Fishing commercial district See CF district 
HD district 

altérations 26C-272 

county landmarks commission 

décision appeals 26C-274, 26C-275 
décision standards 26C-273 

designated 26C-13 
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historié structures, districts, désignation 26C-271 

purpose 26C-270 

zoning permit approvai standards 26C-273 
Hearings 

notice requirements 26C-47 1 . l 
Historié district 

See HD district 
Lot Une adjustment limitations 26C-450.5 
Lot size 

AE district 26C-73 

AP district 26C-83 

AR district 26C-113 

AS district 26C-94 

C2 district 26C-223 

C3 district 26C-233 

CF district 26C-243 

es district 26C-183 

CT district 26C-193 

NR district 26C-23 

PC district 26C-176 

RI district 26C-133 

R2 district 26C-143 

régulations, generally 26C-45 1 

RR district 26C-123 

TP district 26C-35 
Low density residential district 

See RI district 
Map System described 26C-16 
Médium density residential district 

See R2 district 
Natural resource district 

See NR district 
Nonconforming uses 

continuance permitted when 26C-460 

outdoor advertising structures, removal when 
26C-467 

signs, removal when 26C-467 

structure 

construction prior to effective date of provi- 
sions 26C-465 
covered parking waiver, when 26C-464 
damaged, reconstruction requirements 

26C-461 
repairs, maintenance 26C-463 

termination when 26C-462 
NR district 

building height 26C-23 

designated 26C-12 

lot size 26C-23 

parking régulations 26C-23 

permitted uses 



requiring use permit, use permit waiver 
26C-22 

subject to site development, érosion control 
standards 26C-21 
purpose 26C-20 
yard requirements 26C-23 
Nuisances 

abatement 26C-479.1 
designated generally 26C-479 
Original jurisdiction 26C-335.5 
Outdoor advertising 

sign nuisance, abatement 26C-479.1 
structure 

See Nonconforming uses 
Parking régulations 
AE district 26C-73 
AP district 26C-83 
AR district 26C-113 
AS district 26C-94 
es district 26C-J83 
CT district 26C-193 
NR district 26C-23 
PC district 26C-176 
RI district 26C-133 
R2 district 26C-143 
RR district 26C-123 
TP district 26C-35 
PC district 

building height, size 26C-176 

design review requirements 26C-177 

designated 26C-12 

lot size 26C-176 

parking régulations 26C- 1 76 

permitted uses 

requiring use permit 26C-174 

subject to site development, érosion control 
standards 26C-173 
précise plan (use permit) required when 26C-175 
preliminary development plan requirements 

26C-172 
purpose 26C-170 

rezone application requirements 26C-171 
yard requirements 26C-176 
Permit 

action on 26C-484 
amendments 26C-488 
appeals 26C-486 
application 

requirements 26C-483 

review 26C-485.2 
approvai 

conditions 26C-485.3 
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findings 26C-485.4 
conformance required generally 26C-478.2 
définitions 26C-482 
expiration when 26C-487 
issuance 

generally 26C-470.1 

prohibited when 26C-1 1 . 1 
public hearing, comments 

heldwhen 26C-485 

notice 26C-485.1 
purpose 26C-480 
required when 26C-470, 26C-481 
revocation 

failure to use, abandonment 26C-474.1 

generally 26C-474 

notice 26C-474.2 
violation, penalty 26C-475 
Pemiitted uses 

ce district 26C-355 
régulations, generally 26C-450 
requiring use permit, use permit waiver 

AE district 26C-72 

AP district 26C-82 

AR district 26C-112 

AS district 26C-92 

C2 district 26C-222 

C3 district 26C-232 

CF district 26C-242 

es district 26C-182 

CT district 26C-192 

NR district 26C-22 

RI district 26C-132 

R2 district 26C-142 

RR district 26C-122 

TP district 26C-32 
subject to site development, érosion control 

AE district 26C-70 

AP district 26C-81 

AR district 26C-111 

AS district 26C-91 

C2 district 26C-221 

C3 district 26C-231 

CF district 26C-241 

es district 26C-181 

CT district 26C-191 

NR district 26C-21 

PC district 26C-173 

RI district 26C-131 

R2 district 26C-141 

RR district 26C-121 

TP district 26C-31 



Planned community district 

See PC district 
Primary agriculture district 

See AP district 
Purpose of provisions 26C-1() 
RI district 

building height 26C-133 
designated 26C-12 
lotsize 26C-133 
parking régulations 26C-133 
pemiitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 26C- 

132 
subject to site development, érosion control 
standards 26C-131 
purpose 26C-130 
yard requirements 26C-J33 
R2 district 

building height 26C-143 

design review approval required when 26C-145 

designated 26C-12 

lotsize 26C-143 

multi-structures development standards 26C-144 

parking régulations 26C-143 

permitted uses 

subject to site development, érosion control 

standards 26C-141 
subject to use permit, use permit waiver 26C- 
142 
purpose 26C-140 
residential density 26C-143 
yard requirements 26C-143 
Residential districts 
See AR district 
See RI district 
See R2 district 
See RR district 
Right to farm, compliance with 26C-45 1 .5 
RR district 

building height 26C-123 
designated 26C-12 
lotsize 26C-123 
parking régulations 26C-I23 
permitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 26- 

122 
subject to site development, érosion control 
standards 26C-121 
purpose 26C-120 
yard requirements 26C- 1 23 
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COASTAL ZONING 



RS district 

design review requirements 26C-184 

lotsize 26C-183 

parking régulations 26C-183 

pemiitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 26C- 

182 
subject to site development, érosion control 
standards 26C-181 

purpose 26C-180 

yard requirements 26C- 1 83 
Rural residential district 

See RR district 
Rural services district 

See es district 
Sign 

nonconforming uses 26C-467 

nuisance, abatement 26C-479.1 
Site development 

applicability of provisions 26C-51 1 

exemptions 26C-512 

purpose of provisions 26C-510 

standards designated 26C-513 
Small wind energy System 26C-325.8 
Spécial lot size and density district 

See B district 
Télécommunications facilities, régulations 26C-450 
Text, language construction 26C-17 
Timber préserve district 

See TP district 
Timberland conversions, régulations 

less than three acres, in TP district 26C-450.2 

minor conversions 26C-450.1 
Tourist commercial district 

See CT district 
TP district 

building height 26C-35 

designated 26C-12 

lot size 26C-35 

parcel division restrictions 26C-34 

parking régulations 26C-35 

pemiitted uses 

requiring use permit, use permit waiver 26C- 

32 
subject to site development, érosion control 
standards 26C-31 

purpose 26C-30 

TPZ zone change, régulations 26C-33 

yard requirements 26C-35 



Use permits 

See also Permit 

issuance 

fmdings required for, designated 26C-472. 1 
generally 26C-472 
Variance, granted when 26C-473 
Violation 

continuing, penalty 26C-479.4 

remédies cumulative 26C-479.3 
Yard requirements 

AE district 26C-73 

AP district 26C-83 

AR district 26C-113 

AS district 26C-94 

Cl district 26C-223 

C3 district 26C-233 

es district 26C-183 

CT district 26C-193 

generally 26C-453 

NR district 26C-23 

PC district 26C-176 

RI district 26C-133 

R2 district 26C-143 

RR district 26C-123 

TP district 26C-35 

CODE 

Définitions 1-2 

Existing provisions applicability 1-4 

Ordinance 

See ORDINANCE 
Penalty for violations 

See PENALTY, GENERAL 
Section titles 1-3 
Severability 1-6 
Title for citation 1-1 

COMMISSION ON STATUS OF WOMEN 
See WOMEN 

COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
Composition 2-109 
Established 2-108 
Powers, duties 2-110 

COMMUTER TRIP REDUCTION 
Compliance with provisions 18-52 
County responsibilities 18-55 
Définitions 18-51 
Employer responsibilities 18-54 
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COMMUTER TRIP REDUCTION 



Goal designated 1 8-53 
Purpose of provisions 18-50 

CORONER 

See SHERIFF/CORONER 

COUNSEL, COUNTY 

See COUNTY COUNSEL 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

Appeal of décision by, procédure 2-9 
Appointment, office désignation 2-6 
Authority 2-10 
Powers, diities 2-8 
Qualifications 2-7 

COUNTY AUDITOR 

Consolidation of duties with treasurer-tax collector, 
qualifications 2-33.14 

COUNTY CLERK/PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR 
Consolidation of duties with clerk of the board of 

supervisors 2-33.15 
Duties, séparation, consolidation of duties with 

clerk-recorder-assessor 2-33.1 1 
Office hours designated 2-160 
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COUNTY COUNSEL 



COUNTY COUNSEL 

Appointment authority 2-12 
Meeting attendance requirement 2-15 
Office created 2-11 
Powers, duties 2-14 
Tenn of office 2-13 

COUNTY HEARING OFFICER 

Duties 

generally 2-33.2 
performed where 2-33.4 
requested when 2-33.5 

Office established 2-33.1 

Powers, generally 2-33.3 



display required 4-8 

exemptions 4-13 

fées 4-7 

flled where, when 4-3 

issuance terms, conditions 4-6 

required 4-2 

suspension, revocation 

appeal 4-11 

when 4-10 
transferability 4-9 
Manager duty designated 4-1 

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS CODE 
See also UNIFORM CODES 
Adopted 7-13 



COUNTY LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
Established, duties, composition 2-86 



DECISION, ADMINISTRATIVE 
Judicial review time limits 1-7.5 



COUNTY RECORDER 
Duties 2-320 



DEFENDER, PUBLIC 

See PUBLIC DEFENDER 



COUNTY SURVEYOR 
Appointment 2-24 
Term of office 2-25 

COURTHOUSE 
Buildings, grounds 
dogs prohibited 19-5 

flowers, shrubs, injuring, picking prohibited 19-2 
littering, spitting prohibited 19-3 
signs, advertisements prohibited 19-4 
trespassing prohibited 19-1 

CUSTODIAL OFFICERS 
Power of arrest 2-5 

— D — 

DAM 

Définition 15-19 

Rules, régulations violation 15-21 

Swimming near, prohibited 15-20 

DANCE HALLS 

Conducting dance without license, unlawful 4-12 
License 
déniai 

appeal 4-5 
when 4-4 



DISTRICTS 

See also COASTAL ZONING 

ZONING 
Judicial, described 1-9 
Road districts consolidation 2-33 
Supervisorîal, described 1-8 

DISTURBING THE PEAGE 
Declared nuisance 

abatement assessments, failure to pay, lien 4-104 

when, abatement procédure 4-102 
Sherifif response fee 

amount appeal 4-105 

calculation of amount 4-103 

charged when 4-101 

DOCUMENT ARY TRANSFER TAX 

Administrative authorities designated, duties 12-31 

Errors, unintentional, nonliable 12-37 

Exemptions 

govemments 12-26 

instruments in writing to secure debt 12-25 
partnership transfers of interest 12-29 
reorganization, adjustment conveyances 12-27 
Securities, Exchange Commission conveyances 
12-28 

Imposition, amount 12-23 

Interprétation of provisions 12-34 

Misrepresenting facts, deemed misdemeanor 12-36 



I-ll 
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DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX 



Persons liable, designated 1 2-24 
Recordation follows payment 12-32 
Refunds, claims 12-33 

True copies of records, request for by recorder, 
when 12-35 

DOG 

See aiso ANIMAL 
Abandonment prohibited 5-114 
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DOG 



At large, prohibited 5-115 

Défécation prohibitions 5-125 

Entering property holding sheep, livestock, prohibited 

5-119 
Impoundment when 5-146 
License 

application 
actions 5-44 
requirements generally 5-43 

expiration, renewai 5-45 

issuance responsibility 5-42 

présentation upon request required 5-49 

required, exceptions 5-41 

tag 

lost, replacement 5-47 

wearing of required, exceptions 5-48 

transfer procédure 5-46 

vaccination required 5-40 
Shooting, poisoning, report of incident required 5-50 
Tethering/chaining restricted 5-127 

DRAINAGE 

See also STORMWATER SYSTEM 
Administrative authority designated 11-16 
Applicability of provisions 11-14, 11-15 
Copeland Creek drainage plan 

fées 

computation, payment 11-21 
condition to subdivision 1 1-20 
paid once 11-22 

findings 11-17 

generally 11-19 

purpose of provisions 11-18 
Design requirements 1 1-2. 1 
Emergency work permitted when 11-13 
Exemption for resource conservation restoration, 

enhancement proj ects 11-12.1 
Facilities fimd 

cash in-lieu of fées, deposit 1 1-24 

established, use 1 1-23 
Permit 

acts requiring, designated 11-2 

appeals, procédure generally 11-11 

application form, contents 11-3 

exemption of certain dams 11-12 

fee establishment 11-4 

issuance, effect 1 1-5 

security deposit required when 11-8 

transferability 11-7 

violation, abatement required 11-10 

work performance inspections 11-9 
Purpose of provisions 11-1 



DRIVE-m THEATER 
See THEATER 

DRUG PROGRAM 
Advisory board 

duties designated 2-141 
meetings held when 2-145 
members 

composition, appointments 2-142 

travel reimbursements 2-147 

vacancy filling 2-143 
Officers, committees 2-144 
policy, establishment 2-140 
staff 2-148 
work program reports, submittal 2-146 

— E — 

ELECTRICAL CODE 

See also UNIFORM CODES 
Adopted 7-13 

ELECTRICITY GENERATION TAX 
Collection method 12-53 
Définitions 12-50 
Exemption 12-56 
Imposition 12-51 
Rateoflevy 12-52 
Revenues disposition 12-58 
Rules, régulation promulgation authority 12-57 
Unpaid 

constitutes lien when 12-54 

légal action commencement as remedy 12-55 

EMERGENCY, PRE-HOSPITAL MEDICAL SERVICES 
Administrative authority designated 28-4 
Ambulances 

based outside county, opération régulations 28-7 

opération régulations 28-6 

permit 

fire district, department services 28-5.5 
requirements 28-5 
permittee requirements 28-5 
recordkeeping requirements 28-7 
service franchise agreements 28-21 
Base hospitals established 28-20 
Complaints 28-24 
Définitions 28-3 
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EMERGENCY, PRE-HOSPITAL MEDICAL SERVICES 



Dispatch ^^^ 

city, fire district 28-10 ^^B 

code 3 use (red light, siren), décision authority 28-1 1 ^^ 

régulations generally 28-8 

response ability 28-9 
Emergency, disaster opérations 28-23 
Permit revocations when 28-25 
Personnel 

ambulance personnel, compliance requirements 28- 
13 

briefing ofhospital personnel 28-18 

certification 
fées 28-15 
generally 28-14 

continuing éducation requirements 28-16 

coopération with hospital personnel 28-17 

new employées, briefing 28-22 

régulations generally 28-12 
Policies, procédures, generally 28-19 
Purpose of provisions 28-2 
Scope of provisions 28-1.5 
Subpoena for witness, power 28-25.1 
Titleof provisions 28-1 



EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

See CIVIL DEFENSE, DISASTER 



• 



• 
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EMERGENCY SERVICES OFRCE 



• 
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EMERGENCY SERVICES OFHCE 
See CIVIL DEFENSE, DISASTER 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
Applicability of provisions 23A-2 
Définitions 23A-4 
Jurisdiction of act, guidelines 23A-3 
Private projects 

décision, time lîmits 23A-38 
décision making body defined 23A-35 
draft oivironmental impact report 
conq)letion notice 23A-46 
consultation sources 23A-45 
hearing 23A-49 
préparation, notice 23A-44 
public notice 23A-47 
public review 23A-48 
environmental impact report 
action on 23A-51 
appeal procédures 23A-55 
approval, conditions 23A-52 
détermination notice 23A-54 
final, préparation 23A-50 
environmental impact review 

préparation, cost deposit 23A-43 
négative déclaration 

adqption, rejection 23A-41 
detennination notice 23A-42 
notice, review, public 23A-40 
planning conMnission as advisory only, procédure 

23A-53 
planning director responsibilities 23A-36 
public commait encouraged 23A-5 
public hearings on 23A-39 
review committee responsibilities 23A-37 
Projects 

additional, ministoial, designated 23A-8 
county 

délégation of duties, authority 23A-62 
lead agency, act as when 23A-61 
. responsibilities generally 23A-60 
county clerk duties 23A-9 
mitigation monitoiing plan 
applicability 23A-63 
contents designated 23A-65 



purpose 23A-64 

review, approval, implementation authorities, 
designated 23A-66 
noticing, lequirements generaliy 23A-6 
review period réduction 23A-7 
Public projects 
See also Projects 
draft aivironmental impact report 

completion notice 23A-20 

consultation sources 23 A- 19 

notice of préparation 23A-18 

public hearing 23A-23 

public notice 23A-21 

public review 23A-22 
environmental impact r^ort 

action on 23A-25 

appeal procédures 23A-28 

apiwoval, fmdings, changes proposed in 
23A-26 

détermination notice 23A-27 

final, préparation of 23A-24 
environmental impact reports 

pr^aration 23A-17 
lead department 

duties designated 23A-11 

initial study conducted when, referral 23A-12 
négative déclaration 

décision 23A-15 

détermination notice 23A-16 

public notice procédures 23 A- 14 
public comment encouraged 23A-5 
review committee, review, recommendation 
authority 23A-13 
Purpose of provisions 23A-1 

EXOnC ANIMAL 
See ANIMAL 



FARMING 

See AGRICULTURAL LANDS, OPERATIONS 
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FEES 



EEES 

Circus license 4-38 
Dance hall license 4-7 
Embalming 2-130 
Presentence reports 2-111 
Trial juror 2-162 

PIRE 

Administrative régulations 
generally 13-2 

promulgation, adoption authority, 
designated 13-2 
Appeal of décisions, genarally 13-12 
Board of appeals, duties 13-11 
Building address signs 

installation, location, visibility requirements 

13-48 
letters, numbers, symbol régulations 13-47 
required 13-46 
purpose of provisions 13-39 
Citation issuance authority 13-87 
Code 

See PIRE CODE, UNIFORM 
Définitions 13-6 
Emergency access 

availability required 13-29 
dead end roads, requirements 13-36 
driveway requirements 13-37 
gâte entrances, requirements 13-38 
one-way road requirements 13-35 
purpose of provisions 13-28 
roads, driveways 

grade requirements 13-31 
intersecting 13-33 
radius requirements 13-32 
structures, requirements 13-33 
surface requirements 13-30 
two-way road requirements 13-34 
Emergency water supply 

hydrants required, requirements 13-52 
purpose of provisions 13-50 
required, approval required 13-51 
sources, noarking of 13-53 
Enforcement authority 13-86 
Fées, charges, generally 13-81 



Flammable végétation, fuels, disposai required 

13-58 
Fuel modifications 

building setbacks, requirements 13-55 
purpose of provisions 13-54 
roads, driveways, végétation clearance areas 
13-56 
Greenbelt location requirements 13-59 
Open buming 

hours permitted, designated 13-72 

on land owned by another, consent required 

13-73 
permit 

issuance, scope of 13-75 
required 13-71 
provisions effect on stricter provision enactments 

13-74 
sup^Tision requirements 13-76 
Power line, tree setbacks, requirements 13-57 
Protection methods, additional 
alt^natives to standards 13-62 
intent of provisions 13-61 
required wheo 13-63 
Road identification, numbaing, naming System 

13-40 
Road signs 

height, orientation standard 13-43 
idoïtifying intersections, placed where 13-44 
identifying traffic access limitations 13-45 
installation 13-46 
lettCT, symbol size régulations 13-41 
visibility, legibility 13-42 
Roof coverings, rating requirements 13-60 
Safe standards 

applicability of standards 13-24 
compliance 

inspections to detennine 13-26 
required, exceptions 13-23 
distances, measured whare 13-27 
exemptions 13-25 
findings 13-21 
purpose of provisions 13-22 
Title of provisions 13-1 
Végétation management plans 13-59.5 
Violation, penalty 13-91 



• 
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PIRE CODE, CALIFORNIA, NATIONAL 
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PIRE CODE, CALIPORNIA, NATIONAL 
Adopted, administration 13-15 
Amendments 13-17 
Conflicting provisions resolution 13-16 

PIREARMS 

See also SMALL ARMS DEVICE 

Possession on county property prohibited 19-14 

Sales, iease, transfers, business licensing for 

fées 19 A- 11 

sheriff authority designated 1 9A- 1 

PIREWORKS 

Sale, discharge prohibited, exception 13-66 

PLOATING HOMES," MOORAGES 
Régulations 7-17 

PLOOD CONTROL 
See DRAINAGE 

PLOOD HAZARD AREA 
Applicability 7B-2 
Chief building officiai related duties designated 

7B-7 
Compliance with provisions 

investigations 7B-4.5 

required 7B-4 
Définitions 7B-1 
Development permit 

issuance authority designated 7B-6 

required 7B-5 
Ploodway standards 7B-12 
Shallow flooding area requirements 7B-13 
Standards designated 7B-10, 7B-11 
Variance 

conditions designated 7B-9 

procédure for obtainment 7B-8 
Waming, disclaimer of liability 7B-3 

PLOODPRONE AIŒAS 
Russian River closure 

See RIVERS, STREAMS 
Unpermitted placement of fill 

attomey fee award on civil action 7-32 

civil proceedings for relief 7-30 

grantof relief 7-31 



POOD 

Handler certification 

application, renewal 14-205 
course of study 1 4-204 
définitions 14-201 
examination, exemptions 14-206 
inspections 14-208 
operative date of provisions 14-202 
purpose of provisions 14-200 
record 14-207 
scope of provisions 14-203 
violation, penalty 14-209 
Handling establishments 
définitions 14-3 
enforcement authority 1 4-5 
food facility permit 

required 14-4 

requirements 14-4 

revocation when 14-5.1 

spécial course of study 14-5.3 

violation, penalty 14-5.2 
Item price marking 
définitions 14-15 
violation 

each day, separate offense 14-53 

injunctive relief 14-54 

presumption made when 14-52 
visibility 14-51 
Milk, dairy inspection 
See MILK, DAIRIES 

— G — 

GAMBLING 

See also CARDROOMS 
License necessity 4-14 

GARBAGE 
See REPUSE 

GAS EXPLORATION, DEVELOPMENT 

Coopération with other coastal cities required 3 1 -4 
Pindings 31-2 

On-shore facilities, voter approval 3 1 -3 
Recodification, amendment of provisions 31-5 
Title of provisions 31-1 

GRAND JURY 

Meeting attendance, monetary entitlement 2-43 
Mileage allowance 2-44 
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GUARD DOG 

Businesses using 

inspections, authority to conduct 5-105 
registration 

application, action on 5-102 

application requirements 5-101 

certificate nontransferable 5-104 

required 5-100 

validity period designated 5-103 
Registration 
application 

actions on 5-92 

requirements 5-91 
certificate 

expiration, renewal 5-93 

nontransferable 5-94 
required for operators, employées 5-90 

GUARDIAN, PUBLIC 
See PUBLIC GUARDIAN 

— H — 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS STORAGE 
Administrative authority 29-5 
Appeals 

décision 29-25 
disposition 29-24 
filing when 29-2 1 
hearing 

notice 29-22 
procédures 29-23 
Applicability of provisions 29-3, 29-6, 29-31, 29-32 
Définitions 29-4 
Dispute resolution 29-15 
Exemptions when, régulations 29-8 
Findings 29-2 
Inspections 

notice to comply 
See also Appeals 
issuance when, effect 29-16 
permit régulations 

See Permits 
requirements generally 29-14 
Interprétation of provisions 29-31 
Liabilities, défenses 29-26 
Permits 

Consolidated permit 

See also Spécifie Subject 
exemptions, régulations when 29-8 
required when, régulations 29-7 



emergency repair permit 
See also Spécifie Subject 
required when, régulations 29-12 

inspection régulations 
See Spécifie Permit 

fées 29-9 

inspection régulations 
See Spécifie Permit 

notice to comply 
See also Appeals 
issuance when, effect 29-16 

release, tlireatened release 

administrative review when 29-19 
regulatory actions when 29-20 

suspension when, procédure 29-13 

transfer, procédure 29-10 

underground storage tank permit 
See also Spécifie Subject 
required when, regulafions 29-11 
Purpose of provisions 29-2, 29-3, 29-31 
Release, threatened release 

emergency response 29-18 

liabilities, défenses 29-26 

local agency assistance 29-28 

permit acfions when 
See Permits 

regulatory actions when 29-20 

reporting, requirements 29-17 
Repairs, emergency repair permit 

See also Permits 

required when, régulations 29-13 
Rules, régulations 

See also Spécifie Subject 

generally 29-6 
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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS STORAGE 



scope, adoption 29-29 
Scope of provisions 29-3 
Severability of provisions 29-30 
State-mandated provisions, applicability 29-32 
Threatened release 

See Release, threatened release 
Title of provisions 29-1 
Underground storage tank 

See aiso Spécifie Subject 

permit 

See also Pemiits 

required, régulations generally 29-1 1 
Violation, penalty 29-27 



Oversize vehicles on 

appeals to road commissioner 1 5-5 
applicability of provisions 15-7 
permit 

application 15-2 

issuance fées 15-2.5 

issuance terms, conditions 1 5-3 

required 15-1 

revocation when 1 5-4 
Water, utility districts, blanket permit 15- 

HIV 

See AIDS 



• 



HEARING OFFICER, COUNTY 

See COUNTY HEARING OFFICER 

HERITAGE, LANDMARK TREES 
Applicability of provisions 26D-3 
Définitions 26D-2 

Désignation procédures generally 26D-4 
Enforcement authority 26D-7 
Exemptions generally 26D-6 
Permit 

application requirements 26D-5 

déniai when 26D-5 

required when 26D- 1 
Title of provisions 26D-1 

HIGHWAYS, ROADS 
Closure 

failure to obey 15-23 
notices, on-site wamings 15-22 
Commissioner 

See ROAD COMMISSIONER 
Encroachments 
bond 

political subdivisions 15-17 

public utilities 15-15 

requirements 15-14 
emergency repairs 15-13 
insurance requirements 15-16 
permit 

compliance requirements 15-10 

conditions 15-9 

issuance fées 15-8.5 

required 15-8 

revocation when 15-11 
supervi sory authority designated 15-12 



HOUSING 

Affordable housing 
See ZONING 

HOUSING CODE 

See also UNIFORM CODES 
Adopted 7-13 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
Created 2-321 

Meetings, held when, conduct 2-323 
Members generally 2-322 
Officers, organization, work plan 2-326 
Purpose 2-324 
Staffing 2-325 

HUNTING 

From public roads, highways, prohibited 19- 



I 



IN-HOME SUPPORTIVE SERVICES 
Advisory committee 2-362 
Authority 

created 2-360 

duties 2-363 

liability of 2-365 
Budget 2-368 
Findings, purpose 2-358 
Fiscal provisions 2-369 
Govemingbody 2-361 
Labor relations program 2-367 
Powers 2-364 
Records 2-370 
Staffing 2-366 
Termination 2-371 
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ITINERANT SHOW 



ITINERANT SHOW 
See CIRCUS 



J 



JUNK 

Collection hours designated 16-11 
Dealer 

classification of 16-2 

existing, effect of provisions 16-15 

license 

déniai, appeal 16-5 
fee 16-6 

itinérant junk peddlers, classification, fee 16-7 
investigation ofapplicant 16-4 
required 1 6-3 

suspension, revocation when 16-8 
recordkeeping requirements 16-12 
vehicle 

decals, identification cards 16-14 
license fee designated 16-13 
Définitions 16-1 
Holding period before sale 16-9 
Receipt by pledge or pawn, prohibited 16-10 

JUROR 

See Spécifie Juror 



K 



KENNEL 

Animais in 

care, confinement, treatment régulations 5-80 
sold, given away, list required 5-82 
License 

application 

actions on 5-72 
requirements 5-71 
déniai, revocation 
appeal 5-75 
new application waiting period designated 

5-76 
when 5-74 
display required 5-78 
expiration, renewai 5-73 
inspection condition to approval 5-79 
nontransferable 5-77 
required 5-70 
Recordkeeping requirements 5-81 



LAKE SONOMA 

Définitions 20-60, 20-62 

Provisions incorporated, designated 20-6 1 

LANDMARK TREES 

See HERITAGE, LANDMARK TREES 

LICENSE 

Cardrooms 4-14 
Circus show 4-36 
Dance halls 4-2 
Gaming license 4-14 

LIMITED DENSITY OWNER-BUILT DWELLINGS 
Administrative fées 7A-25 
Applicabilityof provisions 7A-3 
Board of appeals, ftinction, authority 7A-7 
Certificate of occupancy 

issuance when 7A-23 

recordation when 7A-8 
Conformance of provisions to state constitution 

7A-9 
Construction 

alternatives, use encouraged 7A-28 

requirements generally 7A-27 

standards 7A-30 

technical codes use 7A-29 
Définitions 7A-26 
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LIMITED DENSITY OWNER-BUILT DWELLINGS 



Erection for purpose of sale, évidence 7A-5 
Existing buildings applicability 7A-4 
Inspection 

requests, notice 7A-22 

requirements generally 7 A- 1 8 

spécial, when 7A-20 

waivers 7A-21 

when 7A-19 
Occupancy prior to completion, permitted when 
7A-24 
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LIMITED DENSITY OWNER-BUILT DWELLINGS 



Peraiit 

application 7A-13 

expiration when 7A-17 

issuance 7 A- 12 

required 7 A- 11 
Plan 

contents, generally 7A-14 

modificatiCHis made when 7A-16 

waiver, when 7A-15 
Plumbing spécifications 7A-32 
Pmpose of provisions 7A-2 
Sanitation 

facilities 7A-33 

requirements 7A-31 
Substandard buildings, abatement 7A-6 
Title of provisions 7A-1 
Violations, civil abatement 7A-10 

LITTERING 

Prohibited generally, state law designated 22-3 
Public pioperty, reward for information leading to 
airest 19-6 

LIVESTOCK 
See ANIMAL 

— M — 



MOBILE YOUTH CAMP 
Director 

position created 17-4 
rules, régulation promulgation duties 17-5 
Established 17-1 

Public school maintained witMn 17-6 
Puipose 17-2 
. State provisions goveming, designated 17-3 

MOBILEHOME 

See also MOBILEHOME PARK SPACE RENTAL 
OPTION NOTICE 
MOBILEHOME PARK SPACE RENT 

STABILIZATÏON 
ZONING 
Outside mobile home paik, régulations 7-14 

MOBILEHOME PARK SPACE RENTAL OPTION 
NOTICE 
Contractual rights, existing, effect of provisions 

19-56 
Form 19-54 
Prohibited acts 19-55 
Receipt 

fonn 19-52 
required 19-51 
Renewing tenants 19-53 



MECHANICAL CODE 

See also UNIFORM CODES 
Adoption, modifications 7-13 

MILK, DAIRIES 
Inspection 

by bealth ofïicer required 14-1 
fées 14-2 

MINING 

See SURFACE MINING 

MINOR 

Display of materials haimful to, prohibited 
19-13 



MOBILEHOME PARK SPACE RENT 
STABILIZATÏON 
Administration fee 

exemption 2-204.5 

imposition 2-204 
Base rent 

calculations 2-192 

inaease limitations 2-193 

new, pennitted when 2-211 
Board of supervisors, review duties 2-209 
Defmitions 2-191 

Park owner pétitions not valid 2-203.5 
Penalties, remédies, for damages 2-206 
Pétition consolidation requirements 2-198 
Provisions nonwaiverable 2-206 
Purpose, fmdings 2-190 
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MOBELEHOME PARK SPACE RENT STABILIZATION 



Recreational vehicle space, provisions applicable 

when 2-212 
Reni dispute arbitration process 2-195 
Severability of provisions 2-210 
Space rent inCTease 

applicable defimûons 2-200 

owner net operatitng income applicability 2-200 

parties obligation on décision, designated 2-201 

review factors designated 2-199 

tenant right of refusai, when 2-202 
Subpoena issuance powers 2-197 
Tenants 

information requirements 2-194 

new, rights of 2-196 

right to organize as association 2-203 

rights reserved 2-207 

— N — 

NONDIAGNOSTIC GENERAL HEALTH 
ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
Continuing éducation required 14-103 
Documentation submittal requirements 14-101 
Failure to comply with provisions, criminal penalty 

14-104 
Permit 

issuance, revocation, appeal régulations 14-103.1 
required 14-100 
Skin punctures, perfonning, credential requirements 
14-102 

NUDITY 

Prohibited, violation, penalty 19-11 

NUISANCE 

See also Spécifie Subject 

Stonnwater System provisions violation 11^1 

Violation, continuing 1-7 

— O — 

OFFENSES 

See Spécifie Offense 



OFHŒRS, EMPLOYEES 

Appointive, pohtical activities 2-3 

OFFICES, COUNTY 

Open hours designated 2-2.1 

OFF-ROAD VEHICLE 
Exemptions 18-32 
Opération unlawfiil when 18-31 
Puipose of provisions 18-30 

OFF-SHORE GAS EXPLORATIONS 

See GAS EXPLORATION, DEVELOPMENT 

OFF-STREET PARK AND RIDE FACILITY 
Designated 18-36 

Parking prcAibited when, hours designated 18-37 
Prohibited activities designated 18-38 
Signs, infonnational 18-39 
Violation, penalty 18-40 

OPEN BURNING 
See PIRE 

ORDINANCE 

Repeal, effect 1-5 

OUTDOOR THEATER 
SeeTHEATER 

— P — 

PARKING 

See also COASTAL ZONING 

ZONING 
Impounded vehicles 

See TRAFHC 
Vehicle parked seventy-two hours, removal 
authority 18-3 

PARKS, RECREATION AREAS 
See also SPUD POINT MARINA 
Abusive language, indécent gesturing, prohibited 

20-14 
Aircraft prohibited 20-30 
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PARKS, RECREATION AREAS 



• 



• 



Alcoholic beverages, prohibited when 20-13 
Animais in, régulations generally 20-8 
Boating 20-29 
Camping 

county-controUed lands 
définitions 20-37 
designated areas posted 20-40 
permit application, conditions, issuance 20-39 
permit required 20-38 
purpose of régulations 20-36 

prohibited 

publicland 19-15 

private land, absent owner permission 19-15 

régulations generally 20-25 
Citations, violations 20-35 
Closing hours, generally 20-22 
Closure of areas within, when 20-4 
Coastal zone areas, dogs in 20-8.5 
Curfew for minors 20-21 
Définitions 20-2 

Disturbing, altering property within, prohibited 20-5 
Facilities use 

activities confmed to certain areas designated 20-19 

gatherings, meetings 20-20 

permits, fées, required 20-24 
Firearms, prohibited 20-11 
Pires 20-10 

Fire Works, prohibited 20-12 
Gambling prohibited 20-15 
Horseback riding, hitching 20-26 
Hunting, fïshing régulations 20-9 
Lake Sonoma 

See LAKE SONOMA 
Launching ramps, docks 20-29.5 
Nudity, disrobing prohibited 20-16 
Park development fées 

Larkfield-Wikiup study area 20-66 

residential development, generally 20-65 
Peace, quiet, hours for, designated 20-23 
Plant life, disturbing, tampering with, prohibited 20-6 
Plants, animais, historié materials, removal prohibited 

20-7 
Rubbish, deposit in appropriate containers required 20- 

18 
Rules, régulations 

observance, generally 20-3 

posted, violation of, unlawful 20-1 
Skate parks 

See SKATE PARKS 
Soliciting in, prohibited 20-17 
Swimming areas 20-28 
Trails, hiking, riding 20-27 



Vehicles 

commercial, prohibited 20-33 
human habitation prohibited 19-15 
pedestrian, bicycle, equestrian ways 20-34 
régulations generally 20-3 1 
speed limits 20-32 

PAROLE OFFICER 

Powers, duties generally 2-23 

PENALTY, GENERAL 

Administrative abatement procédure 1-7.3 
Designated 1-7, 1-7.1 

PERMIT 

Encroachment 15-8 
Food handling 

employée certification 14-205 

establishment 14-4 
Hazardous materials storage 

Consolidated permit 29-7 

emergency repair permit 29-12 

underground storage tank permit 29-1 1 
Nondiagnostic gênerai health assessmentprogram 14-100 
Openbuming 13-75 
Oversize vehicles on highway 15-1 
Picture arcade 4-92 
Spécial events 15-25 
Swimming pool, public 14-4.1 

PERSONNEL 

Civil service commission 

created, member appointments, composition 21-2 

member 

obligations, duties 21-6 

qualifications, élection, compensation 21-3 

officer élections, appointments 21-4 
Civil service System 

adoption 21-1 

classified, unclassifîed service 21-5 

discrimination prohibited 21-12 

dismissals, suspensions, réductions in rank, when 
21-12.1 

improper political acti vity 21-10 

salary, payment withheld when 21-11 
Contracts for service 21-8 
Funds appropriation authority designated 21-7 
Présent employées, effect of provisions on 21-9 
Unconstitutionality of provisions, board of supervisors 

duties 21-13 
Violation, penalty 21-14 



1-23 



(Revised 9-06) 



PET FANCIERS 



PET FANCIERS 

See KENNEL 

PET SHOP 
See KENNEL 

PICTURE ARCADES 
Définitions 4-91 
Nonconforming establishments, compliance schedule 

4-97 
Operating requirements designated 4-94 
Permit 

application requirements 4-93 

approval 4-96 

déniai 4-96 

display, posting requirements 4-94 

required 4-92 

revocation 4-96 

sale, transfer of business 4-95 
Purpose of provisions 4-90 
Violations, penalties 4-98 

PICTURE ARCADE COMMISSION 
Ex offïcio secretary designated 2-183 
Member 

désignation, rule, régulations promulgation 2-182 

termsof office 2-181 
Purpose 2-180 

PLANNING AGENCY 
Composition 2-76 
Established 2-75 

Légal, engineering sources designated 2-81 
Powers, duties 2-77 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
Generally 2-78 
Member rotation to zoning adjustments board 2-79.5 



Purpose 30-10 
Registration 
annual fee 

generally 30-14 
latepayment 30-16 
payment, use 30-15 
prohibition on transfer 30-13 
requirements 30-12 
weighing, measuring devices 30-16.1 

POLICE DOG 

Leasing, injuring, prohibited 19-12 

POLITICAL ACTIVITY 

Appointive officers, employées 2-3 
Personnel, improper activities prohibited 21-10 

POLLUTION 
Rivers, streams 

See RIVERS, STREAMS 

POLYSTYRENE PACKAGING, CONTAINERS 
Prohibited, violation, penalty 19-6.1 

PRE-HOSPITAL MEDICAL SERVICES 

See EMERGENCY, PRE-HOSPITAL MEDICAL 
SERVICES 

PRESENTENCING REPORT 
Collection of fées for 2-111 

PRISONERS 
Work 

assignment priorities 2-83 
compensation 2-85 
required, exceptions 2-82 



• 



PLANNING DIRECTOR 

Appointment, powers, duties 2-80 

PLUMBING CODE 

See also UNIFORM CODES 
Adopted, amendments 7-13 



POINT OF SALE STATION REGISTRATION 
Authority 30-10 
Définitions 30-11 
Durafion 30-13 
Penalties for violations 30-17 



• 
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PRISONERS 



• 



rules, régulations 2-84 
Work-furlough program 1-10 

PROPERTY 

Held as évidence, disposition on order 2-66 
Leasing 

excluded leases 2-172 

procédures 

county realty 2-171 
generally 2-170 
Public, obligation, designated 1-11 
Surplus, sale 

approval required 2-153 

authority 2-150 

location 2-151 

procédure 2-152 
Unclaimed 

See UNCLAJMED PROPERTY 



contractors list 2-352 

notice inviting informai bids 2-253 

subcontracting 2-356 
requirements, generally 2-56 
Budgeting, responsibility for, designated 2- 
Central purchasing permitted when 2-55 
Contract negotiations 2-58 
Surplus property 2-59 



QUARRY 

See SURFACE MINING 

QUASI- JUDICIAL REVIEW 
Time limits 1-7.5 



R 



57 



PROTECTION DOG 
See GUARD DOG 



RECORDER, COUNTY 

See COUNTY RECORDER 



• 



PUBLIC DEFENDER 
Appointment, term 2-17 
Duties 2-18 
Office created 2-16 

PUBLIC FUNDS, PROPERTY 
Obligation designated 1-11 

PUBLIC GUARDIAN 
Bond requirements 2-20 
Duties, responsibility 2-2 1 
Ex offîcio, acting, designated 2-22 
Office created 2-19 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 

Consolidation of duties, road commissioner, sur- 
veyor 2-33.12 

PURCHASING 
Agent 

duties designated 2-54, 2-351 
established 2-52 
policy procurement duty 2-53 
Bidding 

informai procédures 

alternative procédures 2-357 
authority, scope of provisions 2-350 
change orders 2-355 
contract award 2-354 



RECREATION AREAS 

See PARKS, RECREATION AREAS 

REFUSE 

Appeals 22-26 
Buming, prohibited 22-4 
Collection, hauling business 

annual report requirements 22-23 
container weight limits 22-17 
insurance, bonding, indemnification 22-15 
license 

administrative authority designated 22-20 
application requirements 22-10 
cancellation, suspension, revocation when 

22-14 
exemptions 22-21 
issuance, procédure for 22-1 1 
régulations generally 22-18 
renewal when 22-13 
required, exceptions 22-9 
term, fées 22-12 
territorial limits 22-16 
transfer, assignment 22-22 
service charges, basis, objections 22-19 
Définitions 22-1 
Disposai sites 

fées, permit requirements 22-8 
recyclables, disposai, prohibited 22-7A 
scavenging at, prohibited 22-7 
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REFUSE 



Generated outside county, not accepted at disposai 

sites 22-7 
Ownership upon collection 22-5 
Storage, disposai, generally 22-2 
Transport, containment required 22-6 
Vehicle permits 22-8 
Violation 

abatement, local enforcement agency 22-28 

civil penalty 22-25 

injunctive relief actions when 22-27 

penalty 22-24 

RIGHT TO FARM 

See AGRICULTURAL LANDS, OPERATIONS 
BUILDING 
COASTAL ZONING 
SUBDIVISION 
ZONING 

RWERS, STREAMS 

Actions declared nuisance when 23-2 

PoUuting, contaminating, opérations contributing to, 

prohibited 23-1 
Russian river 

closure during floods 23-15 
motorboats 

définitions 23-8 
noise control required 23-12 
passing beaches, procédure 23-1 1 
racing, permission required 23-13 
restricted areas designated 23-14 
speed restrictions 23-9 
Violation, penalty 23-4 
Work, opérations affecting, permit required 23-3 



— S — 

SALES, USE TAX 

Collection enjoinment, prohibited 12-7 
Operative date of provisions 12-3 
Paid to cities, crédit for 12-6, 12-6.5 
Provisions inoperative, when 12-8.5, 12-9 
Purpose of provisions 12-2 
Sales tax, imposition, generally 12-4 
State law amendments, adopted 12-8 
Use tax, imposition generally 12-5 
Violation, penalty 12-9.5 

SCHOOLS 

Alternative school facilities fées 

application 

requirements 25D-6 

spécial, required findings designated 25D-7 

dedications, fées, standards for 25D-9 

définitions 25D-2 

findings 25D-4 

gênerai plan consistency required 25D-5 

payment, made when 25D-8 

purpose of provisions 25D-3 

spécifie plan areas exempt 25D-10 

title of provisions 25D-1 
Facilities fées 

account, separate maintenance required 25C-24 

adoption authority designated 25C-2 
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ROAD COMMISSIONER 

Annual statement required, requirements 2-30 
Appointment, qualifications 2-27 
County surveyor as 2-3 1 
Office established 2-26 
Powers, duties 2-28 

Roads, highways, classification préparation duties 
2-29 

ROADS 

See HIGHWAYS, ROADS 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

See RIVERS, STREAMS 
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SCHOOLS 



• 



• 



conditions of overcrowding 

concunence by œunty required 25C-13 

defined 25C-6 

development ^îproval, requirements for 
25C-14 

fmdings, notice 25C-11, 25C-12 
decision-making body defined 25C-7 
dwelling unit defined 25C-8 
gênerai plan consistency required 25C-5 
land dedication, manner of 25C-19 
levy of, prohibited when 25C-26 
multiple schools in area, distribution 25C-23 
payment 

fées, land dedications, combinations 25C-15 

small residential developments 25C-16 

when 25C-18 
purpose of provisions 25C-3 
reasonable metbods for mitigating conditions of 

overcrowding defined 25C-9 
refunds 25C-20 

régulations by resolution 25C-4 
requirements tennination when 25C-25 
residential development defined 25C-10 
spécifie plan areas exempt 25C-27 
standards for fées, land 25C-17 
title of provisions 25C-1 
use 

designated 25C-22 

schedule, submittal when 25C-21 

SEWER 
Connection 

house service sewers to laterals 
backfilling, where, depth 24-18 
cleanouts placed where 24-17 
requirements genaally 24-15 
trenches open for inspection, restoration 
24-16 
manholes, direct, permission required 24-25 
swimming pools, permission required 24-26 
Construction 

applicability of provisions 24-30 
backfilling, generally 24-18 
bond requirements 24-8 
completion requirements 24-6 



defects 

corrections required, designated 24-14.2 
notice to correct 24-10 
responsibility for correction 24-11 
joint compound standards 24-21 
permit 

application approval 24-7 
issuance when 24-12 
required 24-55 
plans, spécifications submittal requirements 24-9 
sanitation engineer 

^jpeal of décisions by 24-29 
letler of acceptance issuance when 24-28 
site barriers, waming device requirements 24-13 
standards adopted 24-14 
Définitions 24-1 
Excavations 

administrative authority designated 24-4 
pavement restoration requirements 24-19 
House service sewer 
depth, slope 24-23 

prohibited connections designated 24-24 
Industrial discharges, gaibage dqx)sits into, pennit 

required 24-27 
Inspection 

fées designated 24-5 
télévision, preconditions for 24-14.1 
Inspecter designated, duties 24-3 
Line 

appurtenances 24-22 
water well distance waiver 24-31 
Pipe standards 24-20 
Private sewer Systems 

abatCTient cost recovary 24-35 

definitiLoas 24-32 

permit 

required 24-33 
revocation when 24-34 
provisions cumulative 24-36 
Purpose of provisions 24-2 
Septic tank 

See also Private sewer Systems 

Septic tank systan 
cleaning business permit 

application requirements 24-44 
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SEWER 



health départaient raies, régulations, 

observance required 24-47 
investigation of applicant, fee, bond 

requiiemeni 24-45 
required 24-43 
tenn, renewal when 24-46 
violation, penalty 24-48 
prohibited activities above tank, designated 

24-38 
sales of, UPC certification required 24-37 
Septic tank systan 
standards 24-31.5 
vesting certifîcate 
generaUy 24-56 
revocation appeal 24-58 
révocation when 24-57 
System, connection to required 24-2 
Wastewater discbarge 
See Spécifie Subject 

WASTEWATER DISCHARGE 

SHERIFF/CORONER 

Consolidation of duties 2-33.10 
Embalming fées 2-130 

SIGN 

Confonnance with building code required 7-16 
Régulations generally 7-16 

SKATE PARKS 
Définitions 20-80 
Régulations 20-81 

SMALL ARMS DEVICE 
See also FIREARMS 
Définitions 19A-1 
Minor 

parental responsibility 19A-4 

possession, use by 19A-3 
Safety zones, use in prohibited 19A-5 
Use prohibited where 19A-2 

SMOKING 

Defmitions 32-3 

Discrimination, retaliations, prohibited 32-12 



Effective date of provisions 32-14 

Enforcement of provisions 32-4 

Findings 32-2 

Optional areas designated 32-8 

Otber laws applicable 32-13 

Prohibited 

county-owned facilities 32-5 
employaient workplaces 32-7 
enclosed places, designated 32-6 

Provisions liberally ccMistrued 32-16 

Purpose of provisions 32-2 

Sevaability of provisions 32-15 

Sign posting requirements 32-9 

Title of provisions 32-1 

Tobacco products, sales régulations 32-10 

Violation, penalty 32-11 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

County held hannless 15-31 

Définitions 15-24 

Insurance provided by pennittee 15-32 

Permit 

^ïpeals 15-34 
conditions designated 15-33 
issuance 
fées 15-29 
when 15-26 
required 15-25 
révocation when 15-27 
viola.tion, penalty 15-28 
Supervision responsibihty 15-30 

SPUD POINT MARINA 

Berthing, permit required 20-54 

Conflia of provisions 20-56 

Définitions 2042 

Loud noise prohibited when 20-46 

Marina supervisor duties 20-43 

Minors, adult accompanrment required 20-47 

Park authonty duties 20-43 

Parking areas 20-52 

Pollution control restrictions 20-48 

Rates, fées, establishment 20-53 

Rules, régulations adoption generally 20-55 
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SPUD POINT MARINA 



Tampering with, trespassing on vessels, prohibited 20- 

50 
Title of provisions 20-41 
Vessels 

maintenance, docking régulations 20-5 1 

opération, area restrictions 20-49 

owner payment responsibilities 20-45 

residency, restrictions 20-46 
Violations, penalty 20-44 

STORMWATER SYSTEM 
Administrative authority 1 1 -27 
Applicability of provisions 1 1-28, 1 1-46 
Construction of provisions 11-28 
Définitions 11-36 
Discharges 

poiiutants réduction 11-32 
prohibitions 

non-stormwater 11-29 
unlawful discharges, connections 11-31 
violation of NPDES permit 1 1-30 
Dispute, ruiing 
appeals 11-45 
request 1 1 -44 
En forcement, scope, authority 1 1-33 
Purpose, intent of provisions 1 1-25 
Violation 

acts potentially resulting in violation of fédéral acts 

11-40 
concealment 11-39 
continuation separate offense 1 1-38 
data falsification, fine when 1 1-37 
emergency abatement 11-36 
misdemeanor 11-34 
nuisance when, abatement 1 1-41 
remédies 

addidonal actions, remédies 1 1-35 
civil actions 1 1-42 
enforcement actions 11-33 
not exclusive 11-43 

STREAMS 

See RIVERS, STREAMS 

SUBDIVISION 
Appeals 

board of supervisors, appeals to 25-19 

generally 25-13.5 

planning commission, appeals to 25-1 8, 25-39.5 
Applicability of provisions 25-10, 25-1 1 
Applications, concurrent processing 25-4.1 



Block design standards 25-41 
Certificate of compliance 25-13.12 
Conveyances, contracts, void when 25-13 
County held harmiess 25-13.1 
Définitions 25-2 
Design standards 

blocks 25-41 

highways 25-40 

lots 25-42 

optional, designated 25-43 

requirements, generally 25-44 

streets 25-40 
Direct review 

generally 25-13.6 

simultaneous appeal 25-13.7 
Director of pennit and resource management depart- 

ment duties 25-7 
Fées generally 25-4 
Final maps 

bearings 25-49 

certificates on, required, designated 25-5 1 

contents required generally 25-50 

curve data 25-49 

data accompanying, required, designated 25-52 

dimensions 25-49 

filing 25-53 

form requirements 25-47 

land dedication actions 25-54 

monuments 25-49.5 

not required when 25-3 

préparation 25-46 

title, description 25-48 
Hearings 

notice posting when 25-22 

required when 25-21 
Highway design standards 25-40 
Improvement agreements 

approval authority designated 25-67 

extensions 25-61 

made when, contents, minimum 25-60 

security 

amount 25-63 
monument 25-65 
release when 25-66 
required 25-62 
warranty 25-64 
Lot design standards 25-42 
Lot line adjustments 

application requirements 25-70.3 

approval criteria 25-70.5 

completion required when 25-70.7 

conditions, imposition authority 25-70.6 
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SUBDIVISION 



defined 25-70 

environmental review requirements 25-70.2 

processing 25-70.4 
Map 

See also Spécifie Map 

corrections, modifications 25-13.8 

supplemental map sheets required when 25-13.14 
Open space dedication required when 25-13.10 
Original jurisdiction 25-13.4 
Parcel reconfiguration, defined, process 25-1 1.5 
Parcel map 

See also Map 

exception to requirement 25-9 

filing, extension of time 25-23 B, 25-23.1 

final, recordation required, failure terminâtes pro- 
ceedings 25-23 

monumentation requirements 25-24 

processing procédure 25-25 

required when 25-8 

tentative 

filing, processing 25-14 
generally 25-15 
Parcel merger 

définitions 25-13.1 l(b) 

effective date 25-13.1 l(e) 

existing, to remain 25-13.11(1) 

hearing 

hearing body designated 25- 1 3 . 1 1 (h) 
none requested, détermination 25-13.1 l(i) 
procédure 25-13.11(1) 
request 25-13.1 l(g) 

notice ofintent 25-13.1 l(f) 

notice ofnonmerger 25-13.1 l(k) 

notice to owner of effect 25- 1 3 . M (p) 

prohibited when 25-13.1 l(c) 

purpose 25-13.1 l(a) 

requirements for, designated 25-13.1 l(d) 

unmerger 

application, détermination 25-13.1 l(n) 
criteria for, designated 25-13.1 l(m) 
hearing body 25- 1 3 . 1 1 (o) 

voluntary 25-13.9 
Pennit, compliance with provisions required for issu- 

ance 25-12 
Planning commission 

appealsto 25-18,25-39.5 

tentative map, actions on 25-38 
Project review, advisory committee 

acfions after application review, designated 25-16 

appeal from final décision of 25-18 

member composition, quorum 25-5 

powers, duties 25-6 



review criteria designated 25-17 
Public improvements 

construction standards 25-57 
park land dedication 

Larkfield, Wikiup area 25-58.1 
required, fonnula 25-58 
required generally 25-56 
Reversions to acreage 25-13.15 
Right to farm, compliance with 25-12.75 
Street design standards 25-40 
Tentative map 
See also Map 

Vesting tentative map 
action on 

county surveyor 25-39 
planning commission 25-38 
planning department 25-36 
project review, advisory committee 25-37 
contents 25-15,25-29 
filing 25-14, 25-28, 25-39.6(e) 
soil 

approval 25-34 
invesfigafion 25-33 
preliminary report 25-32 
report, copies distribution 25-35 
statement on condition 25-3 1 
statements accompanying, contents 25-30 
Title, purpose of provisions 25-1 
Vesting tentative map 
See also Map 

applicafion 25-39.6(c), 25-39.6(j) 
approval expirafion when 25-39.6(g) 
defmitions 25-39.6(b) 
development rights made conditional, denied, when 

25-39.6(h) 
effective date of provisions 25-39.6(k) 
fées 25-39.6(f) 

filing, processing 25-39. 6(e), 25-39. 6(i) 
gênerai plan consistency required 25-39. 6(d) 
purpose 25-39.6(a) 
Violation abatement 25-13 

SURFACE MINING 
Appeals 

See also Jurisdicfion, appeals 

simultaneous appeal, direct review 26A-07-022 

to State board 26A-07-030 
Comph'ance responsibility 26A-15-010 
Définitions 26A-03-010 
Direct review 26A-07-02 1 
Exceptions to provisions 26A-05-010 
Fées, charges 26A-19-010 
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SURFACE MINING 



Financial assurance requirements 26A-1 1-050 

Hearing notice 26A-07-040 

Inspections 

Sec Monitoring, inspections 
Instream mining 

réclamation 26A- 11-020 

standards 26A-09-020 
Intent of provisions 26A-01-010 
Intérim management plans 26A-1 1-060 
Jurisdiction, appeals 26A-07-020 
Monitoring, inspections 

enforcement of provisions 26A-] 3-030 

minerai resource protection 26A-13-020 

program 26A-13-0I0 
Original jurisdiction 26A-07-01 5 
Permit 

amendments 26A-07-050 

applications, processing 26A-07-010 

standards 26A-09-010 
Purpose of provisions 26A-01-010 
Quarry mining 

réclamation 26A-11-090 

standards 26A-09-040 
Réclamation plan 

amendments 26A-07-050 

application procédure 26A-05-020 

requirements 26A- 11-010' 

standards 26A-09-010 
Records, public 26A- 1 7-0 1 
Terrace mining 

réclamation 26A-1 1-030 

standards 26A-09-030 



T 



TAX 

See also Spécifie Tax 
Collector 

See also TREASURER-TAX COLLECTOR 

duties combined with treasurer duties 12-1 
Documentary transfer tax 

See DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX 
Electricity génération tax 

See ELECTRICITY GENERATION TAX 
Installment payments 

application requirements 12-41 

current year increases 1 2-44 

earlypay-off 12-44 

eligibility requirement designated 1 2-39 

method of payment 1 2-42 

purpose of provisions 12-38 

separate public record 12-43 

transfer, sale of property terminâtes plan 12-44 

upon finding error that increases the amount 
12-40 
Reassessment 

application of state statute 12-45 

following misfortune, calamity 12-46 
Sales, use tax 

See SALES, USE TAX 
Transient occupancy tax 

See TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX 

TENT SHOW 
See CIRCUS 



SURVEYOR, COUNTY 
See COUNTY SURVEYOR 

SWIMMING POOL 

Enforcement authority designated 14-5 
Permit 

required for opération 14-4.1 

revocation when 14-5.1 
Private pool 7-15 
Uniform swimming pool, spa and hot tub code 

adopted 7-13 
Violation, penalty 14-6 



THEATER 
Outdoor 

criminal penalties inapplicable 4-52 
nuisance déclaration when 4-5 1 
purpose of provisions 4-50 

TOURISM BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA 
Administration, Sonoma County tourism bureau 

33-16 
Administrative fee 33-6 
Advisory board 33-15 
Appeals 33-10 

Area established, description 33-3 
Assessments due deemed debt to county, actions to 

collect 33-11 
Authority 33-1 
Authorized uses 33-4 
CoUecting entities 33-6 
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Deficiencies, penalties 33-8 

Définitions 33-2 

Détermination of assessment iipon nonpayment 

33-9 
Imposition, collection of assessments 33-5 
Modification, disestablishment of the area 33-17 
Records 33-14 
Refunds 33-12 
Registration 33-6 
Spécial fund 33-7 
Violations 33-13 

TOWED VEHICLES 
See TRAFFIC 

TRAFFIC 

Commuter trip réduction 

See COMMUTER TRIP REDUCTION 
Impounded vehicles, release 

applicability, scope of provisions 18-57 
findings, purpose of provisions 18-56 
procédures 18-58 
Pedestrian walkways, tunnels, obstruction 

prohibited 19-7 
Régulations, county-owned, controlled property 

18-1 
Stop intersections, approach procédure 1 8-2 

TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX 

Appeal of amounts imposed 1 2-2 1 

Collection by operator 12-13 

Debt to county, actions to coUect 1 2-20 

Définitions 12-10 

Exemptions 12-12 

Operator 

change of ownership, operator 12-18.2 
delinquent payments, penalties 12-16 
records préservation requirements 12-18 
refusai to collect, tax administrator to assess 

12-17 
registration, required 12-14 
reports, remittance submittals, when 12-15 

Imposition, payment by transient 12-11 

Refunds issued when 12-19 

Tax lien 12-21.2 

Violation, penalty 12-22 

TREASURER-TAX COLLECTOR 
Investment authority 2-33.20 
Consolidation of duties with auditor-controUer, 
qualifications 2-33.14 



TREES 

See HERITAGE, LANDMARK TREES 
ZONING 

TRIAL JUROR 

Fées designated 2-162 

TRIP REDUCTION 

See COMMUTER TRIP REDUCTION 



U 



UNCLAIMED PROPERTY 

Applicability of provisions 2-74 
Bicycles, toys, spécial provisions 2-73 
Money, disposition 2-72 
Perishable, dangerous, disposition 2-71 
Rédemption requirements 2-65 
Sale 

notice 2-67 

procédure generally 2-68 

proceeds, use 2-69 

remaining unsold items, disposition 2- 

when 2-64 



70 



UNDERGROUND UTILITY DISTRICTS 
Created, unlawful acts within 25A-4 
Définitions 25 A- 1 
Désignation by resolution 25A-3 
Hearings to ascertain need, generally 25A-2 
Placing utilities underground 
county responsibilities 25 A- 10 
exemptions 25A-6 
property owners 
notification 25A-7 
responsibilities 25A-9 
time extension, when 25 A- 11 
unusual circumstances 25A-5 
utility companies 
notice to 25A-7 
responsibility 25A-8 
Violation, penalty 25A-12 

UNIFORM CODES 
See also Spécifie Code 
Definifions 7-19 
Enforcement 7-14 
Local conditions applicability 7-18 
Onfilewhere 7-20 
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Severability of provisions 7-22 
Violations, penalty 7-21 

URINATION, DEFECATION, PUBLIC 
Prohibited 19-10 



V 



VEHICLE 

See also ABANDONED VEHICLE 
OFF-ROAD VEHICLE 
PARKING 
TRAFFIC 
Human habitation 

See PARKS, RECREATION AREAS 
Impoiinded, release 

See TRAFFIC 
Jiink dealers 16-13 

VEHICLE CODE 

Community centers, vétérans auditoriums 

définitions 18-33 

vehicular, pedestrian traffic 1 8-34 
Enforcement authority designated 1 8-35 

VICIOUS DOG 
See DOG 

VINEYARD PLANTING, REPLANTING 
Authority 30-45 

Construction of provisions 30-42 
Consulting, notices 30-48 
Définitions 30-60 
Enforcement 

See also Authority 
Violation, penalty 

citation issuance 30-81 

stop orders 30-80 
Engineers, list 30-46 
Fées, charges 30-43 
Hearing notice 

generally 30-50 

site spécifie 30-51 
Informational handouts, workshops 30-47 
Notice 

See also Consulting, notices 
Hearing notice 

public 30-49 
Property buyers, disçlosure to 30-52 
Purpose of provisions 30-41 



Requirements 

compliance required 30-65 
consultation, pre-notice 30-68 
érosion, sédiment control 
generally 30-73 
plan requirements 30-74 
field inspections 30-71 
generally 30-67 
notice, review 
levell 30-69 
levein, III 30-70 
pemiitted, prohibited acts 30-66 
riparian setback requirements 30-72 
Standards 30-44 
Title of provisions 30-40 
Violation, penalty 30-85 

VIOLATION 

See also Spécifie Subject 

PENALTY, GENERAL 
Building, zoning, health régulations 
civil penalty 1-7.1 

private ri ght of action for damages 1-7.2 
Continuing, deemed nuisance 1-7 



W 



WASTE WATER DISCHARGE 
See also SEWER 
Abatement when 24-54 
Accidentai, procédure for rectification 24-53 
Définitions 24-49 
Nuisance déclaration when 24-54 
Permit requirements 24-52 
Prohibitions designated 24-50 
Purpose, policy 24-49 
Reports required when 24-52 
Violation, penalty 24-54 
Volume détermination methods 24-5 1 

WATER 

See also STORMWATER SYSTEM 
Potable water transport 

conflict of provisions 27-1 1 
définitions 27-1 
exclusions designated 27-3 
inspection, right of entry 27-10 
permit 

application 27-4 
application processing 27-5 
conditions 27-6 



• 
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WATER 



expiration when 27-7 

fées 27-9 

required 27-2 

revocation 27-8 
validityof provisions 27-12 
violation, penalty 27-13 

WATER WELLS 

Abandoned, destruction required 25B-5 
Completion reports, required when 25B-6 
Construction requirements 25B-4 
Définitions 25B-2 
Pemiit 

classifications 25B-3 
requirements 25B-3 
Purpose of provisions 25B-1 
Standards 

advisory board 
duties 25B-8 

member appointments, composition, terms, 
expenses 25B-7 
appeal board 

designated 25B-9 
fonctions designated 25B-10 
exemptions 25B-12 
Violation, penalty 25B-11 

WEAPONS 

See SMALL ARMS DEVICE 

WEIGHING, MEASURING DEVICES 
Définitions 30-2 
Purpose of provisions 30-1 
Registration certificate 

application 30-4 

display posting, required 30-9 

fées 30-6 

nontransferable 30-8 

penalty fées 30-7 

required 30-3 

term 30-5 
Sealer 

See AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER — 
SEALER 

WESTERN GRAPELEAF SKELETONIZER CON- 
TROL 
See AGRICULTURAL LAND, OPERATIONS 



WOMEN 

Commission on status 

established, policy 2-100 

meetings, Brown Act, quorom 2-102 

members 

appointments, terms 2-101 
membership, terms, attendance 2-101 
compensation, reimbursements 2-103 
officers, organization, work plan 2-105 
powers, duties designated 2-104 
staff, volunteers, consultants, community resources 
2-106 

WOOD-BURNING APPLIANCES 

Applicability 7C-2 
Définitions 7C-3 
Enforcement 7C-5 
Findings 7C-1 
Installation, replacement 7C-4 

WORK-FURLOUGH PROGRAM 
See PRISONERS 



ZONING 

Administrative, professional offices districts 

See CO district 
Affordable housing 

administration 26-89-030 
agreements 

affordable housing 26-89-100 
spécial needs 26-89-1 10 
applicability 26-89-020 
density bonus programs 26-89-050 
design, constniction standards 26-89-070 
development fées, déferrai when 26-98-800 
incentives 26-89-060 
purpose 26-89-010 
requirements 

generally 26-89-030 

non-residential development, workforce hous- 
ing 26-89-045 
residential development 26-89-040 
restrictions, long-term 

ownership unit occupancy 26-89-080 
rental unit occupancy 26-89-090 
Agricultural homesite parcels 26-88-180 
Agricultural services district 

See AS district 
Agricultural and residential districts 



• 
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See AR district 
Amendments 

adoption, abandonment 26-96-040 

board of supervisors action 26-96-040 

hearing held wiien, placement in S district wtien 
26-96-020 

initiation method 26-96-010 

planning commission action 26-96-030 
Appeals to board of supervisors 26-92-160 
Applicability of provisions 26-02-070 
Applications 

concurrent processing when 26-92-060 

form, generally 26-92-170 
AR district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-16-030 

parking requirements 26-16-030 

purpose of provisions 26-16-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26- 1 6-0 1 
uses requiring use permit 26- 1 6-020 
AS district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-40-030 

purpose of provisions 26-40-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-40-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-40-020 
B combining district 

See B district 
B district 

designated 26-02-100 

purpose of provisions 26-78-005 

régulations generally 26-78-010 
Biotic resource combining district 

See BR district 
Board of adjustments décisions final when 

26-92-110 
BR district 

designated 26-02-100 

development 

critical habitat area régulations 26-66-020 
riparian corner régulations 26-66-030 

development standards 26-66-010 

purpose of provisions 26-66-005 
Building height 

See also Development standards 

generally 26-88-030 
Building Unes, established, purpose 26-88-050 
Cannabis dispensary units, médical 26-88-126 
Cl district 

designated 26-02-090 



development standards 26-30-030 

purpose of provisions 26-30-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-30-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-30-020 
C2 district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-32-030 

purpose of provisions 26-32-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-32-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-32-020 
C3 district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-34-030 

purpose of provisions 26-34-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-34-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-34-020 
Christmas tree sales 26-88-010 
CO district 

design review approval 26-28-030 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-28-030 

purpose of provisions 26-28-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-28-0 1 
uses requiring use permit 26-28-020 
Coastal 

See COASTAL ZONING 
Combining districts 

See B district 

See BR district 

See FP district 

See FW district 

See G district 

See HD district 

See J district 

See MR district 

See P district 

See S district 

See SR district 

See TS district 

See VOH district 

See Z district 
Compliance with provisions 26-92-200 
DA district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-08-030 

purpose of provisions 26-08-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-08-010 
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uses requiring use permit 26-08-020 
Database, officiai zoning 26-02-130 
Day care facility, large, régulations for 26-88-080 
Définitions 26-02-140 
Density bonuses 

generally 26-88-010 
Density requirements 

See Development standards 
Design review 

appeal of décision 26-82-050 
approval 

required 26-82-050 
waiver when 26-82-050 
approval required for building, zoning permit is- 

suance 26-82-040 
development standards 

See Development standards 
final plan 

contents designated 26-82-020 
expiration 26-82-040 
improvement agreement terms 26-82-040 
preliminary plan 

application contents 26-82-010 
expiration 26-82-040 
purpose of provisions 26-82-005 
Development fées 

affordable housing, déferrai when 26-98-800 

airport industrial area 26-98-400 

compliance with other laws, generally 26-98-050 

computation methods 26-98-210 

countywide development area 

adjustment, review, annually 26-98-650 
challenges, developer refusai to pay 

26-98-630 
exempt projects 26-98-640 
fund created, composition 26-98-610 
oversize facilities constaictipn required 

26-98-670 
payment required when 26-98-660 
purpose of fées 26-98-600, 26-98-610 
réduction, waiver requests 26-98-680 
reimbursement agreement 26-98-670 
roadway improvement fijnd amount 
26-98-620 
Larkfield area 

adjustment, review, annual 26-98-760 

amount 26-98-730 

generally 26-98-740 

impact area 26-98-710 

oversized facilities requirements 26-98-780 

payment, timing 26-98-770 

purpose of provisions 26-98-700 



réduction, waiver when 26-98-790 

Moorland Avenue traffic impact zone 

adjustments, review, annually 26-98-540 
amount 26-98-550 

amount, computation method 26-98-510 
imposition, payment timing 26-98-530 
improvement fund established 26-98-520 
purpose of provisions 26-98-500 

purpose of provisions 26-98-005 

Sonoma Valley area 

annual adjustments, review 26-98-070 
challenges, refusai to pay 26-98-050 
detennination of need 26-98-010 
exempt projects 26-98-060 
impact area designated 26-98-020 
oversized facilities constmction required, re- 

imbursements 26-98-090 
payments required when 26-98-100 
roadway improvement fund amount 
26-98-040 

Windsor spécifie plan 

adjustments, reviews, annually 26-98-320 

appUcability 26-98-200 

challenges to, refusai to pay 26-98-370 

exemptions 26-98-380 

fire protection improvement amount 

26-98-350 
fire protection improvement fund established 

26-98-230 
imposition when 26-98-310 
park development fee amount 26-98-340 
park development fund, established 

26-98-220 
school site acquisition fee amount 26-98-330 
Development standards 

See also Local area development guidelines 

AR district 26-16-030 

areas subject to design review committees 
26-88-010 

AS district 26-40-030 

B district 26-66-010 

Cl district 26-30-030 

C2 district 26-32-030 

C3 district 26-34-030 

CO district 26-28-030 

DA district 26-08-030 

density bonus 26-88-010 

designated 26-82-030 

FI district 26-56-030 

F2 district 26-58-030 

K district 26-42-030 

LC district 26-36-030 
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LEA district 26-06-030 

LIA district 26-04-030 

Ml district 26-46-030 

M2 district 26-48-030 

M3 district 26-50-030 

MHP district 26-81-030 

MP district 26-44-030 

MR district 26-72-030 

PC district 26-26-060 

PF district 26-52-050 

RI district 26-20-030 

R2 district 26-22-030 

R3 district 26-24-030 

RC district 26-38-030 

RR district 26-18-030 

RRD district 26-10-030 

RRDW A district 26-12-030 

SR district 26-64-010 

TS district 26-80-020 
Districts 

See also Spécifie district 

base districts designated 26-02-090 

boundary interprétations 26-02- 1 20 

combining districts designated 26-02-100 

establishment 26-02-110 

generally 26-02-020 
Diverse agriculture districts 

See DA district 
Easements, open space 26-88-010 
Enforcement authorities designated 26-92-190 
Entertainment establishments, location restrictions 

26-88-010 
Pair Housing Acts 

reasonable accommodations under appeal of dé- 
termination 26-93-060, 26C-395 

applicability 26-93-020, 26C-391 

application requirements 26-93-030, 26C-392 

findings and décision 26-93-050, 26C-394 

purpose 26-93-010, 26C-390 

review authority, procédure 26-93-040, 26C-393 
FI district 

development standards 26-56-030 

location, provisions waivered when 26-56-010 

permitted uses 26-56-020 

purpose of provisions 26-56-005 
F2 district 

development standards 26-58-030 

location, provisions waivered when 26-58-010 

permitted uses 26-58-020 

purpose of provisions 26-58-005 
Farmworker housing standards 26-88-010 
Fées, generally 26-92-180 



Floodplain combining district 

See FP district 
Floodway combining district 

See FW district 
FP district designated 26-02-100 
FW district designated 26-02-100 
G district 

designated 26-02-100 

géologie reports required 26-70-030 

location designated 26-70-010 

permitted uses 26-70-020 

purpose of provisions 26-70-005 
General commercial districts 

See C3 districts 
Géologie combining district 

See G district 
Glen Ellen Area development 

guidelines 26-90-041 

purpose of provisions 26-90-005 
HD district 

areas, structures 

altérations 26-68-020 
designated historié 26-68-010 

designated 26-02-100 

pemiit 

appeal, approval décision 26-68-040 
approval criteria, authority 26-68-030 

purpose of provisions 26-68-005 
Headings, numerical références 26-02-030 
Hearings 

appeals 26-92-040 

notice required when 26-92-050 
Heavy industrial districts 

See M2 district 
High density residential districts 

See R3 district 
Historié district combining district 

See HD district 
Indemnification of county 26-92-030 
Industrial park districts 

See MP district 
J district 

designated 26-02-100 

permitted uses 26-60-0 1 

purpose of provisions 26-60-005 
K district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-42-030 

parking requirements 26-42-030 

purpose of provisions 26-42-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-42-010 
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uses requiring use permit 26-42-020 
Land extensive agriculture district 

See LEA district 
Land intensive agriculture districts 

See LIA district 
Land use altérations, additions, minor 26-88-010 
Landfill opérations permit requirements 26-88-010 
Landscaping 

MP district 26-44-030 

régulations 26-88-110 
LC district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-36-030 

purpose of provisions 26-36-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-36-010 
with a permit 26-36-020 

yard requirements 26-36-030 
LEA district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-06-030 

purpose of provisions 26-06-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-06-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-06-020 
LIA district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-04-030 

purpose of provisions 26-04-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-04-010 
uses requiring permit 26-04-020 
Licenses, conformance to provisions required 

26-92-220 
Limited commercial districts 

See LC district 
Limited rural industrial districts 

See M3 district 
Limited urban industrial districts 

See Ml district 
Local area development guidelines 

Canon Manor West Subdivision 26-90-03 1 

purpose 26-90-005 

South County area 26-90-040 

Taylor Mountain/Sonoma Mountain 26-90-050 
Lot régulations 

See also Development standards 

generally 26-88-020 

line adjustments 26-88-010, 26-88-190 
Low density residential districts 

See RI district 
Ml district 



designated 26-02-090 
development standards 26-46-030 
purpose of provisions 26-46-005 
use régulations 

permitted uses 26-46-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-46-020 
M2 district 

designated 26-02-090 
development standards 26-48-030 
purpose of provisions 26-48-005 
use régulations 

permitted uses 26-48-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-48-020 
M3 district 

designated 26-02-090 
development standards 26-50-030 
purpose of provisions 26-50-005 
use régulations 

permitted uses 26-50-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-50-020 
Manufactured home 
See Mobile home 
Manufactured home exclusion combining district 

See J district 
Médium density residential district 

See R2 district 
MHP district 

closure, conversion procédures 26-81-040 
designated 26-02-100 
development standards 26-81-030 
purpose of provisions 26-81-005 
use régulations 

permitted uses 26-81-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-8 1-020 
Minerai resource combining district 

See MR district 
Mixed use developments 26-88-123 
Mobile home 
park 

conversions, closures 26-81-040, 26-92-090 
standards for 26-88-100 
placed on permanent foundation 26-88-090 
storage, generally 26-88-010 
Mobile home park combining district 

See MHP district 
Mobile home park conversions to résident 
ownership 
applicability 25-39. 7(a) 
application materials required 25-39. 7(b) 
criteria for approval of conversion application 

25-39.7(c) 
tenant notification 25-39. 7(d) 
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MP district 

designated 26-02-090 
development standards 26-44-030 
landscaping 26-44-030 
loading requirements 26-44-030 
parking requirements 26-44-030 
performance standards 26-44-030 
purpose of provisions 26-44-005 
use régulations 

permitted uses 26-44-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-44-020 
MR district 

designated 26-02-100 
development standards 26-72-030 
purpose of provisions 26-72-005 
use régulations 

permitted uses 26-72-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-72-020 
Multifamily uses generally 26-88-010 
Natural resource development 26-88-010 
Neighborhood commercial district 

SeeCl district 
Nonconforming use 

construction prior to provisions effective date 

26-94-060 
continuance permitted, conditions 26-94-010 
covered parking requirement waiver when 

26-94-050 
created by change in districts 26-94-070 
damage to, conformance to provisions required 

when 26-94-020 
outdoor advertising structures, signs, removal 

26-94-080 
repairs, maintenance generally 26-94-040 
termination when 26-94-030 
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Open space acquisitions, gênerai plan conformity 

26-02-080 
Outdoor storage 

MP district 26-44-030 
Outdoor vendors, standards 26-88-0 1 
P district 

design review approval requirements 26-74-020 

designated 26-02-090,26-02-100 

pennitted uses 26-74-010 

purpose of provisions 26-74-005 
Parking combining district 

See P district 
Parking régulations, space requirements designated 

26-86-010 
PC district 

application for rezone to 26-26-0 1 

designated 26-02-090 

development plan 
précise 26-26-050 
preliminary 26-26-020 

development standards 26-26-060 

parking requirements 26-26-060 

purpose of provisions 26-26-005 

use régulations 

pennitted uses 26-26-030 
with précise development plan 26-26-040 
Permit 

area pJan related 26-02-040 

confomiance to provisions required 26-92-2 1 

direct review 26-92- 1 6 1 

issuance when 26-92-020 

original jurisdiction 26-92- 155 

required when 26-92-010 

revocation 

failure to use, abandonment 26-92-130 
notice 26-92-140 
when 26-92-120 

simultaneous appeal 26-92-162 

violations unlawful 26-92-150 
Permitted uses 

AR district 26-16-010 

AS district 26-40-010 

Cl district 26-30-010 

C2 district 26-32-010 

C3 district 26-34-010 

CO district 26-28-010 

DA district 26-08-010 

FI district 26-56-020 

F2 district 26-58-020 

G district 26-70-020 

J district 26-60-010 

K district 26-42-010 



LC district 26-36-010 

LEA district 26-06-010 

LIA district 26-04-010 

Ml district 26-46-010 

M2 district 26-48-010 

M3 district 26-50-010 

MHP district 26-81-010 

MP district 26-44-010 

MR district 26-72-010 

P district 26-74-010 

PC district 26-26-030 

PF district 26-52-030 

RI district 26-20-010 

R2 district 26-22-010 

R3 district 26-24-010 

RC district 26-38-010 

RR district 26-18-010 

RRD district 26-10-010 

RRDWA district 26-12-010 

S district 26-54-010 

TP district 26-14-010 

TS district 26-80-010 

VOH district 26-67-020 
PF district 

base district applicability 26-52-020 

combining district applicability 26-52-010 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-52-050 

purpose of provisions 26-52-005 

use régulations 

pemiitted uses 26-52-030 
uses requiring use permit 26-52-040 
Planned community districts 

See PC district 
Public facilities districts 

See PF district 
Purpose of provisions 26-02-010 
RI district 

designated 26-20-090 

development standards 26-20-030 

parking requirements 26-20-030 

purpose of provisions 26-20-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-20-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-20-020 
R2 district 

design review approval 26-22-030 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-22-030 

parking requirements 26-22-030 

purpose of provisions 26-22-005 
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use régulations 

pennitted uses 26-22-0 1 
uses requiring use permit 26-22-020 
R3 district 

design review approval 26-24-030 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-24-030 

parking requirements 26-24-030 

purpose of provisions 26-24-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-24-010 
with a permit 26-24-020 
RC district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-38-030 

parking requirements 26-38-030 

purpose of provisions 26-38-005 

use régulations 

pemiitted uses 26-38-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-38-020 
Recreational district 

See K district 
Recycling facilities, collection régulations 26-88-070 
Rental units, affordable 

See Affordable housing 
Residential growth management plan 

area no. 6 26-02-060 

area no. 9 26-02-050 
Resources, rural development (agricultural préserve) 

districts 

See RRDWA district 
Resources, rural development district 

See RRD district 
Retail business districts 

See C2 district 
Right to farm, compliance with 26-88-1 70 
RR district 

design review approval 26-18-030 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-18-030 

parking requirements 26- 1 8-030 

purpose of provisions 26-18-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-18-010 
uses requiring use permit 26- 1 8-020 
RRD district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-10-030 

parking requirements 26- 1 0-030 

purpose of provisions 26-10-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26- 1 0-0 1 



uses requiring use permit 26-10-020 
RRDWA district 

designated 26-02-090 

development standards 26-12-030 

parking requirements 26-12-030 

purpose of provisions 26-12-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-12-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-12-020 
Rural commercial district 

See RC district 
Rural residential district 

See RR district 
S district 

designated 26-02-100 

purpose of provisions 26-02-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-54-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-54-020 
Scenic resource combining district 

See SR district 
SD district 

design review approval required 26-62-020 

development standards compliance requirement 26- 
62-010 

purpose of provisions 26-62-005 
Second dwelling unit combining district 

See Z district 
Second dwelling units, régulations 26-88-060 
Signs 

conformance with provisions required 26-92-230 

defmitions 26-84-020 

generally 26-84-010 

MP district 26-44-030 

pemiitted, designated 26-84-030 

purpose of provisions 26-84-005 
Single room occupancy (SRO) facilities 26-88-125 
Small wind energy Systems 26-88-135 
South County 

See Local area development guidelines 
Spécial needs 

housing agreements 26-89-1 1 

déferrai of fee payment 26-98-800 
SR district 

design review approval required 26-64-050 

designated 26-02-100 

development standards compliance requirement 
26-64-010 

purpose of provisions 26-64-005 

structures 

located alone scenic corridors 26-64-030 
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located within community separators, scenic 

landscape units 26-64-020 
télécommunications facilities 26-64-040 
Stay requests, timelines toUing 26-92-270 
Study combining district 

See S district 
Taylor Mountain 

See Local area development guidelines 
Télécommunication facilities, requirements 26-88-130 
Timberland conversions, régulations 

less than three acres, in TP district 26-88-150 
major 26-88-160 
minor conversions 26-88-140 
Timberland production zone districts 

See TP district 
TP district 

designated 26-02-090 

purpose of provisions 26-14-005 

use régulations 

permitted uses 26-14-010 
uses requiring use permit 26-14-020 
yard requirements 26-14-030 
Traffic sensitive combining district 

See TS district 
Tree 

See also HERITAGE, LANDMARK TREES 
protection 26-88-010 
TS district 

designated 26-02-100 
development standards 26-80-020 
purpose of provisions 26-80-005 
use régulations 26-80-010 
Use permit 
issuance 

fîndings required for 26-92-080 
generally 26-92-070 
uses requiring 

AR district 26-16-020 
AS district 26-40-020 
Cl district 26-30-020 
C2 district 26-32-020 
C3 district 26-34-020 
CO district 26-28-020 
DA district 26-08-020 
K district 26-42-020 
LC district 26-36-020 
LEA district 26-06-020 
LIA district 26-04-020 
Ml district 26-46-020 
M2 district 26-48-020 
M3 district 26-50-020 
MHP district 26-81-020 



MP district 26-44-020 
MR district 26-72-020 
PF district 26-52-040 
RI district 26-20-020 
R2 district 26-22-020 
R3 district 26-24-020 
RC district 26-38-020 
RR district 26-18-020 
RRD district 26-10-020 
RRDWA district 26-12-020 
S study district 26-54-020 
TP district 26-14-020 
TS district 26-80-010 
Use régulations 
See Permitted uses 
See Use permit 
Utilitylines 26-88-010 
Valley oak habitat combining district 

See VOH district 
Variances, generally 26-92-100 
Vendors, outdoor 

See Outdoor vendors, standards 
Violations 

each day a separate offense 26-92-260 
penalty 26-92-260 
remédies cumulative 26-92-250 
VOH district 

design review approval 26-67-040 
interprétation of provisions 26-67-010 
oak removal, mitigation requirements 26-67-030 
permitted uses 26-67-020 
purpose of provisions 26-67-005 
violation, penalty 26-67-050 
Work/live units 26-88-124 
Yard requirements 

See also Development standards 
generally 26-88-040 
LC district 26-36-030 
TP district 26-14-030 
Z district 

designated 26-02-100 
permitted uses 26-76-010 
purpose of provisions 26-76-005 
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